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VOLUME THE FIRST. 


CHAP. I 


AN ACCOUNT OF MR. GAMALIEL 
PICKLE. THE DISPOSITION OF 
HIS SISTER DESCRIBED. . HE 
YIELDS TO HER SOLICITATIONS, 
AND RETURNS TO THE: COUN- 
TRY. : 
aX N a certain county of Eng- 

€ ~ land, bounded on one fide 

I ¢ by the fea, and at the dif- 

¢ } tance of oné hundred miles 

; os from the metropolis, lived 

Gamaliel Pickle, Eiq. the 
father of that hero whofe adventures we 


. propofe to record.” He was the fon of 


a merchant in London, who (like Rome) 
from {mall beginnings, had raifed him- 


- felf tothe higheft honours of the city, and 


acquired a plentifyl fortune ; though, to 
his infinite regret, he died before it a- 
mounted to a plumb 5 conjuring his fon, 
as he refpected the laft injunétion of a 


parent, to imitate his induftry, and ad. . 


here to his maxims, until he fhould have 
made up the deficiency, which was a 
jum confiderably le{s than fifteen thou- 
{and pounds. | . 

This pathetick remonftrance had the 
defired effe€&t upon, his reprefextative, 
who fpared no pains to fulfil the requeft 


. en ee 


pacity with which nature had- endowed 
him, in a feries of efforts, which, how- / 
ever, did not fucceed ; for by that time 
he had been fifteen years in trade, he 
found himfelf five thoufand pounds 
worfe than he was when he firft taok 
poffeffion of his father’s effets: a cir- 
cumitance that affef&ted him fo nearly, 
as to detach his inclinations from but: 
nefs, and induce him to retire from the 
world, to fome place where he might at 
leifure deplore his misfortunes, and, by 
frugality, fecure himfelf from-want, dnd 
-the apprehenfions of a jail, with which 
his imagination was inceffantly -haunt- 
ed. He was often heard to exprefs his 
fears of coming upon ‘the parifh; and 
to blefs God, that, on account of his 
having been fo long a houfekceper, he 
was intitled to that provifion. In fhort, 
his talents ‘were not naturally aétive, 
and there was a fort of inconfiftehcy in 
his charaéter; for, with all the defire 
of amaffing, which any citizen could 
pony entertain, he-was encumbered 
y a certain indolence and fluggifhnefs 
that prevailed over every interefted con- 
fideration, and even hindered him from 
profiting by that finglenefs of apprehen- 
fion, and moderation of appetites, which 
have) fo»frequently conduced to the ace 
quifition of immenfe fortunes 5 quali« 
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markable degree. Nature, in all pro- 
bability, had mixed little or nothing in- 
flammable in his compofition ; or, what- 
ever feeds of excefs fhe might have fown 


within him, were effcétually ftifled and” 


deftroyed by the autterity of his educa- 


tion. 

The fallies of his youth, far from be- 
ing inordinate or crimina:, never ex- 
ceeded the bounds of that decent jollity 
which an extraordinary pot on extra- 
ordinary occafions, may be fuppofed to 
hhave produced in a club of fedate book 

_Keepers, whofe imaginations wereneither 
very warm nor luxuriant. Little iub 
ject to refined fenfations, he was {carce 
ever difturbed with violent emotions of 


any kind. The paffion of love never ' 


interrupted his tranquillity ; and if, as 
Mr. Creech fays after Horace, 


‘Not to admire is all the art I know, 
"So make men happy, and to keep them fo; 


Mr. Pickle was, undoybtedly, poffeffed 
_ of that invaluable fecret ; at Jeaft, he was 
never known to betray the fainteft 
ymptom of tranfport, except one even - 
ing at the club, where he objerved, with 
fome demonftrations of vivacity, that he 
had dined upon a delicate loin of veal. 
Notwithftanding this appearance of 
phlegm, he could not help feeling his 
difappointments in trade ; and upon the 
failure of a certain under-writer, by 
which he loft five hundred pounds, de- 
clared his defign of relinquifhing bufi- 
pels, and retiring to the country. In 
this refolution he was comforted and 
encouraged by his only fifter, Mra. 
Grizzle, who had managed his family 
fince the death of his father, and was 
how in the thirtieth year of her maiden- 
hood, with a Ae of five thoufand 
pounds, and a large ftock of geconomy 
and devotion. 


gee it 


very wan (not to call it fallow) com- 
vlexion, which, perhaps, was the ef- 
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fects of her virginity and mortificatiog, 
fe had acaft in her eyes that was not 
at all engaging, and fuch an extent of 
mouth, as no artor affectation couldcon- 
traét into any proportionable dimenfion 3 
then, her piety was rather peevith than re- 
figned, and did not in the leaft diminifh a 
certain ftatelinels in her demeanour and 
converfation, that delighted in commu- 
nicating the importance and honour of 
her family ; which, by the bye, was not 
to be traced two generations back, by. 
all the power. of heraldry or tradition. 
She feemed to have renounced all the 
ideas fhe had acquired before her father 
ferved the office of theriff; and the zra 
which regulated the dates of all her ob- 
fervations, was the mayoralty of her 
Pepe Nay, fo, {olicitous was this gaod 
lady for the fupport and propagation of 
the family-name, that, fupprefling every 
felfith motive, fhe aétually prevailed 
upon her brother to combat with hig 
own difpofition, and even furmount it 
fo far, as to declare a paffion for the 
rfon whom he afterwards wedded, as 
we fhall fee in the fequel. Indeed, fhe‘ 
was the {pur that initigated him in all 
his extraordinary undertakings; and I 
queftion whether or not he would have 
been able to difengage himlelf from that 
courfe of life in which he had fo long - 
mechanically moved, unlefs he had been 
rouzed and aétuated by her inceffant 
exhortations. London, fhe obferved, was 
a receptacle of iniquity, where an ho- 
neft unfufpecting man was every day 
‘in danger of falling a facrifice to craft’, 
where innocence was expofed to con- 
tinual temptations, and virtue eternally 
perfecuted by malice and flander ; where 
every thing was ruled by caprice and 
corruption, and merit utterly difcou- 
raged and defpifed. This lait :mputa- 
tion fhe pronounced with fuch emphafis 
and chagrin, as plainly denoted how far 
fhe ane herfelf as an example of 
what fhe advanced; and really the 
charge was juftified by the conftruc- 
tions that were put upon her retreat by 
her female friends,. who, far from im- 
putihg it to the laudable motives that in- 
duced her, infinuated, in farcaltick com- 
mendations, that the had good reafon to 
be diffatishied with a place where fhe had 
been fo long overlooked ; and that it 
was certainly her wifeft courfe to make 
her laft-effortin theccountry, where, in 
all probability, her talents would be 
* ea ae x Sin ala 
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Jefs celipfed, and her fortune more at- 
tractive. 

Be this as it will, her admonitions, 
though they were ‘powerful enough to 
-convince, would have been infufficient 
to overcome the kanguor and vis inertia 
of her brother, had. fhe not reinforced 
her arguments, by calling in quettion 
the credit of two or three merchants, 
with whom he was embarked in trade. 
_ Alarmed at thefe hints of intelli- 
pe he exerted himfelf effeQuually ; 

e withdrew his money from trade, and 
laying it out in bank-{tock and India- 
bonds, removed toa houfe in the coun- 
try, which his father had built near the 
fea-fide, for the convenience of carry- 
ing on a certain branch of traffick in 
which he had been deeply concerned. 

- Here then Mr, Pickle fixed his ha- 
bitation for life, in the fix and thirtieth 


hag! of his age: and though the pangs ~ 


he felt at parting with his intimate com- 
panions, and quitting all his former 
¢onnexions, were not quite fo keen as 
to produce any dangerous diforder in 
his conttitution, he did not fail to be 
extremely difconcerted at his firit en- 
trance into a {cene of life to which he 
was totally a ftranger. Not but that he 
met with abundance of people in the 
gountry, who, in confideration of his 
fortune, courted his acquaintance, and 
breathed nothing but friendship and hof- 
pitality: yet evgn the trouble of receiv- 
ing and returning thefe civilities, was 
an intolerable fatigue to a man of his 
habits and difpofition. He therefore 
left the care of the ceremonial to his 
filter, who indulged herfelf in all the 
2 of ‘formality; while he himfelf 
‘having made a difcovery of a publick- 
houfe in the neighbourhood, went thi- 
ther every evening, and enjoyed his 
pipe and ‘cann ;. being. very weil {atis- 
fied with the behaviour of the landlord, 
whofe communicative temper was a 


great comfort to his own taciturnity 3 ~ 


or he fhunned all fuperfluity of fpeech, 
as much as he avoided ariy other unne- 
gellary expence, 


CHAP. IL. 


HE 18 MADE ACQUAINTED WITH 
' THE CHARACTERS’ OF COMMO- 
DORE TRUNNION’ AND HIS AD> 
HERENTS; MEETS WITH THEM 


*-.@2 vranrrrmrm marr i-2at®*r mrraimn's mS 


AN INTIMACY WITH THAT COM- 
MANDER. : 


T HIS loquacious publican ponents 


him fketches of all the characters 
in the county ; and, among others, de- 
fcribed that of his next neighbour,. 
Commodore Trunnion, which was al- 
together fingular and odd. * The com- 
‘ modore and your worthip,” faid he, 
‘ will in ‘a fhort time be hand and 
‘ glove ; he has a power of money, and 
‘ {pends it like a prince—that is, in his 
* own way; for to be fure heisa little 
* humorfome, as the faying is, and 
« fwears woundily ; though ']] befworn 
‘ he means no moreharm than a fucking 
‘ babe. Lord help us! it will do your 
* honour’s heart good to hear him tell a- 
‘ ftory, as how he lay along-fide of the 
* French, yard-arm and yard-arm, board. 
* and board, and of heaving grapplings, 
* and ttink-pots, and grapes, and round 
‘ and double-headed partridges, crows 
‘ and carters. Laud have mercy upon 
‘ us! he has been a great warrior in his 
* time, and loft an eye and a heel in the 
© fervice.—Then he does not live like 
‘any other Chriftian landman; but 
© keeps garrifon in his houfe, as if he 
« were in the midft of his enemies, and 
‘ makes his fervants turn out in the 
‘ night, watch and watch, (as he calls 
* it) all the year round. His habita- 
© tion is defended by a ditch, over which — 
* he has laid a draw-bridge, and plant- 
© ed his court-yard with patereroes 
* continually loaded with fhot, under 
‘ the direction of one Mr. Hatchway, 
‘ who had one of. his legs thot away 
* while he aéted as lieutenant on board 
* the commodore’s fhip; and now be- 
« ing on halt-pay, lives with him as his 
‘ companion. | ‘The lieutenant is a very 
‘ brave man, a great joker, and, as the 
* faying is, hath got the length of his 
* commander’s foot. Though he has 
© another favourite in the houfe, called 
‘ Tom Pipes, that was his boatfwain’s 
‘ mate, and now keeps the fervants in 
¢. order. Tom is a man of a few words, 
# but an excellent hand at a fong con- 
* cerning the boatfwain’s whiftle, huf- 
£ fle-cap and chuck-farthing—there is 
* not fuch another ‘pipe in the county. 
‘ So that the commodore lives very 
‘ happy in his own manner; thof he 
‘, besfometimes thrown into pertlous 
« paffions and quandaries, by the ap- 
_ : 
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he can’t abide, becaufe as how fome 
of them were the fir occafion of his 
going tofea. ‘Then he fweats with 
agony at the fight of an attorney; jutt 
for all the world, as fome people have 
an aitipathy to a cat; for it feems he 
was once at la~ for {triking one of his 
officers, and cait ina {winging fum. 
He is, moreover, excecdingiy aflivied 
with gobiins that difturb his reft, and 
keep juch a racket in his houie, that 
you would think (God blefs us!) all 
thedeviis in he. had broke loofe upon 
him. It was no Jonger ago than latt 
year, abeut this time, that he was 
turmerted tie live-long night by two 
miichicvous f{pirits that got into his 
chamber, and played a thoutand pranks 
about his hanmock, (for there is not 
one bed within his walls.) Weil, 
Sir, he rung tus bell, cailed up all his 
fervants, got lights, and made a 
thorough fearch ; but the devil a pob- 
lin was to be found. He had no fooner 
turned in again, and the reft of the 
family gone to fleep, than the foul 
fiemds began their game anew. The 
commodore got up in the dark, drew 
hrs cutla{s, and attacked them both fo 
mantully, that, in fiye minutes, every 
thing in the apartment went to pieces. 
‘Vhe lieutenans hearing the noite, came 
to his afiittance. Tom Pipes being 
told what wis the matter, lighted his 
match, and going down to the yard, 
fired all the patereroes as fignals of 
dittrefs. Well, to be fure, the whole 
parifh was in a pucker ! fome thought 
the French had landed; others ima- 
gined the cammodore’s houfe was be- 
fet by thieves. For ny own part, I 
ealied up twe dragoons that are quar- 
tered upon me, and they fwore with 
deadly oaths, it was a pang of imug- 
glers engaged with a party of thir re- 
gimcent that lies in the next village; 
and mounung their horfes like luity 
tellews, red up into the country as 
feitas their bealts could carry them, 
Wh, matter! thefe are hard times, 
when an mdufirious body cannot earn 
his bread without tear of the pallows. 


Your wordip’s father (God reft his 


foul tT) was a vood gentleman, and as 
g ’ P 


well refpected in this parifh, as esra 


he that walks upon neat’s eather, 
And if your honour fhould want a 
fmall parcel cf fine tea, or a few an~ 


Ciors of vight Nantz, VI be bound’ 


> Meat} ne furmiied te vour heart's 
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content. But, as I was faying, the 
hubbub continued till morning, when 
the parfon being fent fur, conjured 
the {pirits into the Red Seca; and the 
houle has becn pretty quiet cver fince. 
True it 18, Mr. Hatchway makes a 
mock of the whole afiair; and told 
his commander in this very bletied 
fpot, that the two gobblins were no 
otherthan a couple of jack-dawswhich 
had fallen down the chimney, and 
made a flapping with their wings up 
and down the apartinent. But the 
commodore, who is very cholerick, 
and does not like to be jeered, fell 
into a main high paftion, and ftormed 
like a perfet hurricane, [wearing that 
he knew a devil from a sack-daw as 
well as e’er a man im the three king- 
doms. He owned, indeed, that the 
birds were found, but denicd that they 
were the occafion of the uproar. For 
my own part, matter, I believe much 
‘ maybe faid on both fides of thequettions 
‘ thoft to be fure, the devil is always 
* going about, as the faying is.” 

This circum{tantial account, extra- 
ordinary as it was, never altered one 
feature in the countenance of Mr.Pickie, 
who having heard it to an end, took 
the pipe from his mouth, faying, with 
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‘a look of infinite fagacity and delrbera- 


tion, ‘I do fuppofe he is of the Cornith 
‘ Trunnions. What fort of a woman 
© is his fpoufe ?}—* Spoufe!’ cried the 
other ; ‘ odds heart! I don’t think he 
‘ would marry the Queen of Sheba. 
Lack-a day, Sir! he won't fuiier his 
own maids to lre in the garmfon, but 
turns them into an out-houfe every 
night before the watch is fet. Blels 


na wn 


a very oddifh kind of a gentleman. 
Your worfhip would have teen him 
before now; for, when he is well, he 
and my good mafter Hatchway come 
hither every evening, and drink a cou- 
ple of canns of rumbo a-piece ; but 
he has been confined to his houle this 
fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, 
whith, VI aflure your worthip,s is a 
good penny out of my pocket.’ 

At that inftant, Mir. Pickle’s ears 
were fainted with fuch a ftrangs noife, 
as even: dilcompofed the mufcles of his 
fuce, which cave immediate indications 
of aiarm. ‘This compolition of notes at 
fir refaubled(theerying of quails, and 
croakinz of buli-frdgs; but as it ap- 
proachca nearer. he could diitingutth are 
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your honcur’s fcul! he is, as it were,’ 
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ticulate founds pronounced with great 
violence, in fuch a cadence as one would 
expect to hear from a human creature 
fcolding through'the orgians of an afs. 
It was neither {peaking nor braying, 
but a furprizmg mixture of both, .em- 
a in the utterance of terms abfo- 
u 

ing merchant, who had juft opened his 
mouth to exprefs his curiofity, wken the 


fandlord, ftarting up at the well known: 


found, cried, ‘ Odd’s niggers! there is 
* the commodore with his company, as 
© fure as I live!’ and with his apron 


began to wipe the duft off an elbow’ 


chair placed at one fide of the fire, and 
kept facred for the eafe and convenience 
of this infirm commander. While he 
was thus occupied, a voice ft:ll more 
uncouth than the former, bauled aloud, 
* Ho! the houfe, a hoy!’ Upon which 
the publican, clapping a hand to each 
fide of his head, with his thumbs fixed 
to his ears, rebellowed in the fame tone, 
which he had learned to imitate, ‘ Hil- 
» © loah!? The voice again exclaimed, 
* Have you got any attorneys aboard ?” 
And when the landlord replied, ¢ No, 
* no;° this manof ftrange expeétation 
came in, fupported by his two depen- 
dants, and difplayed a figure every way 
anfwerable to theoddity of his chara&ter, 
He was in ftatute at leaft fix feet high, 
though he had contraéted a habit of 
ftooping, by living fo long on board 5 
his complexion was tawny, and his af- 
pect rendered hideous by a large fcar 
acrofs: his nofe, and a patch that cover- 
ed the place of one eye. Being feated in 
his chair, with great formality the land- 
lord complimented him upon his being 
able to come abroad again ; and having, 
inva whifper, communicated the name 
of his fellow-guett,. whom the commo- 
dore already knew by report, went to 
prepare, with all imaginable’ difpatch, 
the firft allowance of his favourite li- 
quor, im three feparate canns, (for each 
was accommodated with his own por- 
tion apart) while the lieutenant fat down 
on the blind fide of his commander; and 
Tom Pipes, knowing his diftance, with 
great modefty took his ftation in the 
rear. After a paufe of fome minutes, 
the converiation was begun by this fe- 
rociows chief, who fixing his eye upon 
the lieutenant witha fternne!s of counte- 
nance not to be defcribed, addreffed him 
in thefe words: ‘ D—n my eyes! Hatch- 
* way, I always took you to be a better 


tely unintelligible to our wonder- 


“9 
q 
‘ feaman than to overfet our chaifs ia 
* fuch fair weather. Blood! didn’t ¥ 
€ tell you we were running bumpahere, 
§ and bid you fet in the lee-brace, and 
* haul wpon a wind?>—< Yes,’ replied 
the other with an arch fheer, « I docon- 
‘ fefs as how you did give fuch orders, 
‘ after you had run us foul of a poft, 
* fo as that the carriage lay along, and 
* could not right herfelf..—* I run you 
‘ foul of'a poft!* cried the commander; 
‘ d—n my heart! you're 4 pretty dog. 
é ? P *y 5° 
an’t you, to tell me faabove-board to 
‘ my face? Did I take charge of the 
* chaife? Did I ftand at the helm?7-— 
‘ No,’ anfwered Hatchway; ‘ I mut 
* confefs you did not fteer; but how- © 
* fomever,. you cunned all the way; and 
fo, as you could not fee how the Jand 
‘ lay, being blitid of your larboard eye, 
« we were faft athore, before you knew 
‘ any thing of the matter. Pipes, who 
* ftood abaft, can tettify the truth of 
* what I fay..—* D—n my limbed” re- 
fumed the commodore, * I don’t value 
‘ what you orPipes/fay a rope-yarn. 
‘*, You’re a couple of mutinous——«I"11 
‘ fay nomore; but, you fhan’t run your 
‘rig upon me, d—n yel I am the 
‘man that learnt you, Jack Hatchway, 
« to fpltce a rope, and raife a perpendi- 
*-eulars 

The lieutenant, who was perfeftly 
well acquainted with the trim of his 
captain, did not chufe to carry-on the 
altercation any farther; but taking up 
his cann, drank to the health of the 
ftranger, who very courteoufly returned 
the compliment, without, however, pre- 
fuming to join in the converfation, 
which fuffered a confiderable paufe. 
During this interruption, Mr. Hatch- 
way’s wit difplayed itfelf im Jeveral 
praGtical jokes upon the commodore, 
with whom, he knew, it was dangerous, 
to tamper in any.other way. Being 
without the {phere of his vifion, “he fe- 
curely pilfered his tobacco, drank bis 
rumbo, made wry faces, and (to ule the 
vulgar phrafe) cocked his eye at him, to 
the no fmall entertainment of the {peéta- 
tors, Mr. Pickle himfelf not excepted, 
who gave evident tokens of uncommes 

' fatisfastion at the dexterity of this aa- 
rine pantomime. ; 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler rra- 
dually fubfided, and he was pleafed to 
detire Hatchway, by the familear and 

\ friendly diminutive of Jack, to read 2 


new{paper that lay on the table cg 
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him. This tafk was accordingly un- 
dertaken by the lame lieutenant, who, 
among other paragraphs, read that which 
follows, with an elevation of voice that 
fcemed to prognofticate fomething extra- 
erdinary.. * Weare informed, that Ad- 
¢ miral Bower will very foon be cre- 
« ated a Britith peer, for his eminent 
* fervices during the war, particularly 
* in his late engagement with the French 
« fleet.” Trunnion was thunderftruck 
at this piece of intelligence. The mug 
dropped from hig hand and fhivered into 
a thoufand pieces; his eye gliftened like 
that of a rattle-fnake, and fome minutes 
elapfed before he could pronounce, * A- 
* vaft! overhaul that article again.” It 
was no fooner read the fecond time, 
than. {miting the table with his fift, he 
ftarted up, and with the moft violent 
emphafis of rage and indignation, ex- 
claimed, ¢ D—n my heart and liver! 
“it isa land lye, d’ye fee; and I will 
‘ maintain it to bea lye, from the fprit- 
€ fail yard to the mizen-top-fail haul- 
‘ yards! Blood and thunder! Will 
© Bower a peer of this realm! a fellow 
© of yeiterday, that fcarce knows a matt 
© from a manger; a fnotty-nofe boy, 
€ whom I myfelf have ordered to the 
* gun, for flealing eggs out of the hen- 
€ coops! andI, Hawter’Trunnion, who 
‘ commanded a‘fhip before he could 
« keep a reckoning, am laid afide, d’ye 
© fee, and forgotten! If fo be, as this 
* be the cafe, there is a rotten plank in 
* our conftitution, which ought to be 
¢ hove down and repaired, d—n my 
“ eyes! For my own part, d’ye fee, I 
was none of your Guinea- pigs; I did 
not rife in the fervice by parliamen- 
teering intereft, or a handfome bitch 
of a wife. Iwas not hoifted over the 
bellies of better men, nor ftrutted 
athwart the quarter-deck in a laced 
doublet, and thingumbobs at the 
wrifts. D—n my limbs! I have been 
a hard-working man, and ferved all 
offices on board, from cook’s fhifter 
* to the command of a veffel. Here, 
« you Tunley, there's the hand of a fea- 
* man, you dog.’ | So faying, he laid 
hold on the landlord’s filt; and honour- 
ed him with fuch a fqueeze, as compell- 
ed him to roar with great vociferation, 
to the infinite fatisfaétion of the com- 
modore, whofe features were a little un- 
bended, by this acknowledgment of his 
vigour ; aud he thus proceeded in a 


lefs outrageous ftrain: ¢ They make a 
lal 
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damned noife about this engagement 
with the French; but, egad! it was 
no more than a bum-boat battle, in 
comparifon with {ome that I have feen, 
There was old Rook, and Jennings, 
and another whom J’]l be damned be- 
fore I name, that knew what fighting 
was. As for my own fhare, d’ye feep 
I am none of thofe that hallo in their 
own commendation: but if fo be that 
I were minded to ftand my own trum- 
peter, fome of thofe little fellows that 
hold their heads fo high, would be 
taken all aback, as the faying is; 
they would be afhamed to fhew their 


eight glafles along-fide of the Flour de. 
Loufe, a French man of war, though 
her metal was much heavier, and 
her complement larger by a hun- 
dred hands than mine.—You, Jack 
Hatchway, d—n ye, what d’ye grin 
at? D’ye think I tell a ftory, becaufe 
you never heard it before? 


‘ Why, look ye, Sir,’ anfwered the: 


lieutenant, ‘ I am glad to find you can 
‘ (tand your own trumpeter, on occa- 
‘ fion: thof I wifh you would change 
‘ the tune; for that is the fame you 
‘ have been piping every watch for thefe 
¢ 
‘ 
€ 


ten months paft. ‘Tunley himfelf will 


tell you, he has heard it five hundred 
times..—° God forgive you, Mr. 
‘ Hatchway,’ faid the landlord, inter- 
rupting him; © as I’m an honeft man 
‘ and a houfekeeper, I never heard a 


"© fyllab of the matter.* 


This declaration, though not ftriétly 
true, was extremely agrecable to Mr. 
Trunnion, who, with an air of triumph; 
obferved, ‘ Aha! Jack, I thought I 
‘ fhould bring you up, with your gibes 
‘ and your jokes; but, fuppofe you 
‘ had heard it before, is that any rea- 
* fon why it fhouldn’t be told te an- 
‘ other perfon? There’s the ftranger; 
‘ belike he has heard it five hundred 
* times toohan’t you, brother?’ ad- 


dreffing himfelf to Mr. Pickle ; whoy: 


replying with a look exprefling curiofity, 
‘ No, never;’ he thus went on: * Well, 
‘ you feem to be an honeft, quiet fort of 

aman; and therefore you muft knowy 


as I faid before, I fell in with a ° 


‘ 

¢ 

* French man -of war, Cape Finifterre 

‘ bearing about fix leagues on the wea~ 

* ther-bow, and the chace three leagues 

“to leeward, going before the winds 

‘ whereupon I fet my ftudding fails, 

‘ and coming up with her, hoifted my 
© jack 


colours, d——n my eyes! I once lay: 


jack and enfign, and poured in a whole 
broadfide, before you could count 
three rattlins in the mizen fhrouds; 
for I always keep a good leok-cut, 
and love to have the firft fire..— 
That I'll be fwern,’ faid Hatchway : 
for the day we made the triumph, you 
ordered the men to fire when fhe was 
hull-to,. by the fame token we below 
pointed the guns at a flight of gulls; 
and I won a cann of punch from the 
punner, by killing the-firft bird.’ Ex- 
aiperated at this farcafin, he replied, 
with great vehemence, ‘ You lye, lub- 
ber! d—n your bones! what bufinefs 
have you to come always athwart my 
haule in this manner ?—You, Pipes, 
was upon deck, and can bear witnefs, 
whether or not I fired too foon. Speak, 
you blood of a 
the word of a feaman: how did the 
chace bear off us, when I gave ordets 
terire?’ a. _'.* : 
Pipes, who had hitherto fat filent 
being thus called upon to give his evi- 
dence, after diverfe ftrange gefticulations, 
opened his mouth like a gafping cod, and 
with a cadence like that of the eaft-wind 
finging through a cranny, pronounced, 
‘Half a quarter of a league right upon 
‘our lee-beam."—* Nearer, you por- 
‘pufs-fac’d fwab!’ cried the commo- 
dore; ‘ nearer by twelve fathom: but, 
¢ howfomever,: that’s enough to “prove 
© the falfhood of Hatchway’s jaw—— 
« and fo, brother, d’ye fee,” turning to 
Mr. Pickle, ¢ I lay along-fide of the 
‘ Flour de Loufe, yavd-arm and yard- 
arm, plying our great guns and 


‘ 
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pots, powder-bottles, and hand-gre- 
nades, till our fhot was all expended, 
double-headed, partridge, and grape: 
then we loaded with iron crows, 
marlin-fpikes, and old nails; but 
finding the Frenchman took a great 
deal of drubbing, and that he had 
fhot away all our rigging, and killed 
and wounded a great number of our 
men, d’ye feel I refolved to run hin 
on board upon his quarter; and fo 
ordered our grapplings to be got ready: 
but Monfieur perceiving what we 
were about, filled his topfails,» and 
fheered off; leaving us like a log upon 
the’ water and our {cuppers ruyning 
with blood.’ 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid 
fach extraordinary attention to the re- 
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fmall arms, and heaving in ftink- 
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hearfal of this exploit, that Trunnion 
was encouraged to entertain them with 
‘more ftories of the fame nature; after 
which he obferved, by way of enco- 
mium on the government, that all he 
had gained in the fervice was a lame 
foot, andthe lofs of aneye. The lieu- 
tenant, who could not find in liis heart 
to lofe any opportunity of being witty 
at the expence of his commander, gave 
a loofe to his fatirical talent once more; 
faying, ‘ I have heard as how you came 
‘by your lame foot, by having your 
upper decks overftowed with liquor, 
whereby you became crank, and roll- 
ed, d’ye fee, in fuch a manner, that 
by a pitch of the fhip, your ftarboard 
heel was fammed in one of the fcup- 
pers; and as for the matter of your 
eye, that was knocked out by your 
own crew when the Lightning was 
paid off. There's poor Pipes, who 
was beaten into all the colours of the 
rainbow for taking your part, and 
giving you time to fheer off; and [ 
‘ don’t find as how you have rewarded 
‘ him: according as he deferves.” As 
the commodore could not deny the truth 
of thefe anecdotes, however unfeafon- 
ably they were introiuced, he affected 
to receive them with good humour, as 
jokes of the lieutenant’s own inventing; 
and replied, ¢ Aye, aye, Jack, every 
‘ body knows your tongue is no flan- 
‘ der; but, howfomever, I'll work you 
“ toan oil for this, you dog.’ So fay~ 
ing, he lifted up one of his crutches, 
intending to lay it gently a-crofs Mr. 
Hatchway’s ateay but Jack, with great 
agility, tilted up his wooden leg, with 
which he warded off the blow, co the 
no {mall admiration of Mr. Pickle, and 
utter aftonifhment of the landlord; who, 
by the bye, had exprefled the fame 
amazement, at the fame feat, at the fame 
hour, every night for three month be- 
fore. Trunnion then directing his eye 
to the boatIwain’s mate, § You, Pipes,” 
nid he, « do you go about and tell 

¢ people that I did not reward you for 
¢ ttanding by me, when Iwas hulsled by 
¢ thefe rebellious rapfcallions 5 d—n yed 
‘ ha’n’t you been rated on the books 
‘ ever fince??, Tom, who indeed had 
no words to fpare, fat fmoaking his pipe 
with great indifference, and never dreaui- 
ed of paying any regard to thefe inter- 
rocations, which being repeated and re- 
inforced with many oaths, that however 
ek 
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produced ne effect, the commodore pull- , 
ed out his purfe, faying, ‘ Here, you 
© bitch’s baby, here’s fomething better 
¢ than a finart ticket !’ and threw it at 
‘his filent deliverer, who received and 
pocketed his bounty, without the leaft 
demontftration of furprize or fatisfaction ; 
while the donor turning to Mr. Pickle, 
“ You fee, brother,’ faid he, * I make 
© good the old‘ faying!; we failors get 
< money like horfes, and fpend it like 
* affes.—-Come, Pipes, let’s have the 
‘‘boatfwain’s whiftle, and be jovial.” 
This mufician accordingly applied to 
his mouth the filver inftrument that 
hung at a button-hole of his jacket, 
‘by a chain of the fame metal, and 
though not quite fo ravifhing as the 
ipe of Hermes, produced a found fo 
fond and fhrill, that the ftranger (as it 
were initinétively) ftopped his ears, to 
preferve his organs of hearing from fuch 
a darigerous invafion. The prelude 
being thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes 
upon the egg of an oftrich that depend- 
ed from the ceiling, and without once 
moving them from that objeé&t, perform- 
ed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
that feemed to be the joint iffue of an 
Trifh bag-pipe anda fow-gelder’s horn; 
the commodore, the lieutenant, and 
landlord, joined in the chorus, repeat- 
ing this elegant ftanza: . 


¢ Buftle, buftle, brave boys! 
¢ Let us fing, let us toil, , 
And drink all the while— ° 
© Since labour’s the price of our joys.” 


The third line was no fooner pro- 
nounced, than the cann was lifted to 
every man’s mouth with admirable uni- 
formity; and the next word taken up at 
the end of their draught with a twang 
equally expreffive and harmonious. In 
fhort, the company began to underftand 
one another; Mr. Pickle feemed to re- 
lith the entertainment, and a correfpon- 
dence immediately commenced between 
him and Trunnion, who fhook him by 
the hand, drank to farther acquaintance, 
and even invited him to a mefs of pork 
and peas in the garrifon. The com- 
pliment was returned, good fellowfhip 
prevailed, and the night was pretty far 
advanced, when the merchant’s man 
arrived with a Janthorn to light his ma- 
fter home ; upon which the new friends 
parted, after.a mutual promife of meet- 
ing next evenibg in the fame place, 

’ 
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CHAP. Iil. 


E é 
MRS. GRIZZLE EXERTS HERSELF 
IN FINDING’A PROPER MATCH 
FOR HER BROTHER}; WHO IS 
ACCORDINGLY INTRODUCED TO 
THE YOUNG LADY, WHOM HE 
MARRIES IN DUE SEASON. 


Have been the more circumftantial in 

opening the character of Trunnion, 
becaufe he bears a confiderable fhare in 
the courfe of thefe memoirs; but now it 
is high time to refume the confideration 
of Mrs. Grizzle, who, fince her arrival 
in the country, had been engroffed by 
a double care; namely, that of finding 
a fuitable match for her brother, and a 
comfortable yoke-fellow for herfelf. 

Neither was this aim the refult of any 
finifter or frail fuggeftion, but the pure 
diétates of that laudable ambition, which 
prompted her to the prefervation of the 
family name. Nay, fo difinterefted was 


-fhe in this purfuit, that, poftponing her 


neareft concern, or at leaft leaving her 
own fate to the filent operation of her 
charms, fhe laboured with fuch indefa- 
tigable zeal in behalf of her brother, that 
before they had been three months fettled 
in the country, the general topick of 
converfation in the neighbourhood, was 
an intended match between the rich 
Mr. Pickle and the fair Mifs Appleby, 
daughter of a gentleman who lived in 
the next parifh, and who, though he 
had but little fortune to beftow upon 
his children, had (to ufe his own phrafe} 
replenifhed their veins with fome of the 
beft blood in the country. 

This young lady, whofe charagter 
and difpofition Mrs. Grizzle had in- . 
vettigated to her own fatisfa&tion, was 
deitined for the fpoufe of Mr. Pickle, 
and an overture accordingly made to 
her father; who being overjoyed at the 
propofal, gave his confent without he- 
fitation, and even recommended an im- 
mediate execution of the project with fuch 
eagernefs, as feemed to indicate either a 
fulficion of Mr, Pickle’s conftancy, or 
a diffidence of his own daughter’s com- 
plexion, which, perhaps, he though toe 
fanguine to keep much longer cool. 
The previous point being thus fettled, 
our merchant, at the inftigation of Mrs. 
Grizzle, went to vifit his future father- 
in-law, and was introduced to the daugh- 
ter, with whom he had, that fame af- 

ternoon, 


ternoon, an opportunity of being alone. 
What paffed in that interview,.I never: 
could learn; though, from the character 
of the fuitor, the reader may juftly con- 
clude, that fhe was not much teized with 
the impertinence of his addreffes. He 
was not, I believe, the lefs welcome for 
that reafon: certain it is, fhe made no 
objeétion to his taciturnity; and when 
her father communicated his refolu- 
tion, acquiefced with the moft. pious 
relignation. But Mrs. Grizzle, in or- 
der to give the lady a more favourable 
idea of his intellects than what his con- 
verfation could poflibly infpire, was re- 
folved to diétate a letter, which her bro- 
ther fhould tranfcribe and tranfmit to 
his miftrefs, as the produce of his own 
underftanding ; and had actually com- 
pofed a very tender billet for this pur- 
pees yet her intention was entirely 

rufirated by the mifapprehenfion of the 
lover himfelf; who, in confequence of 
his fifter’s repeated admonitions, anti- 
cipated her fcheme, by writing for him- 
felf, and difpatching the letter one after- 
' noon, while Mrs. Grizzle was vifiting 
at the parfon’s. 

Neither was this ftep the effect of his 
vanity or precipitation; but having been 
often affured by his fitter, that it was 
abfolutely neceffary for him to make a 
‘ declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of aéting in con- 
formity with her advice, when his imagi- 
nation was unengaged or undifturbed by 
any other fuggeftion, without fufpecting 
in the leaft that fhe intended to fave him 
the trouble of exercifing his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he imagined, to his 
own inventions, he fat down and pro- 
duced the following morceau, which 
was tranfmitted to Mifs Appleby, be- 
fore his fifter and counfellor had the leaf 
intimation of the affair. 


“ MISS SALLY APPLEBY. 
*“ MADAM, 


‘ NDERSTANDING you have 

‘ a pareel of heart, warranted 
found, to be difpofed of, fhall be 
willing to treat for faid commodity, 
on reafonable terms ; doubt not, thal] 
agree for fame; fhall wait of you for 
farther information, when and where 
you fhall appoint. This the needful 
from yours, &c, 
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II 
This laconick epiftle, fimple and un- 


adorned as it was, met with as cordial 
a reception from the perfon to whom it, 
was addreffed, as if it had been couch- 
ed in the moft elegant terms that deli- 
cacy of paffion and cultivated genius 
could fupply; -nay, I believe, was the 
more welcome, on account of it’s mer- 
cantile plainnefs; becaufe, when an ad- 
vantageous match is in view, a fenfible 
woman often confiders the flowery pro- 
feffions and rapturous exclamations of 
love, as enfnaring ambiguities, or at 
beft impertinent preliminaries, that re- 
tard the treaty they are defigned to pro- 
mote; whereas Mr. Pickle removed all 
difagreeable uncertainty, by defcending 
at once to the moft interefting particular. 
She had no fooner, asa dutiful child, 
communicated this, billet-doux to her 
father, than he, as a careful parent, 
vifited Mr. Pickle, and'in prefence of 
Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal ex- 
planation of his fentiments with regard 
to his daughter Sally. Mr. Gamaliel, 
without any ceremony, affured him he 
had a refpeét for the young woman, and, 
with his good leave, would take her for 
better for worfe. Mr. Appleby, after 
having expreffed his fatisfaétion that he 
had fixed his affe&tions in his family, 
comforted the lover with the affurance 
of his being agreeable to the young 
lady, and they forthwith proceeded to\ 
the articles of the marriage-fettlement ; 
which being difcuffed and determined, 
a lawyer was ordered to engrofs them, 
the wedding cloaths were bought, and, 
in fhort, a day was appointed for the 
celebration of their nuptials, to which 
every body of any fafhion in the neigh- 
bourhood was invited. Among thefe,’ 
Commodore Trunnion and Mr. Hatch- 
way were not forgotten, being the fole 
companions of the bridegroom, with 
whom, by this time, they had contract- 
ed a fort of intimacy at their noéturnal 

rendezvous. . ; 
They’had received a previous intima- 
tion of what was on the anvil, from the 
landlord, before Mr. Pickle thought 
proper todeclare himfelf; in confequence 
of which, the topick of the one-eyed 
commanider’s difcourfe, at their meeting 
for feveral evenings before, had been the 
folly and plague of matrimony ; on which 
he held forth with great vehemence of 
abufe, levelled at the fair-fex, whom he 
reprefented as devils incarnate, fent from 
hell to terment mankind ; and in parti- 
B2 cular, 


12 


cular, inveighed againi old maids, for 
whom he feemed to entertain a fingular 


averfion; while his friend jack con® | 


firmed the truth of all his a legations, 
and gratified his own malignant yein. at 
the fame time, by clenching every fen- 
tence with a fly joke upon the married 
ftate, built upon fome allufion to a flip, 
or fea-faring life. He compared a wo- 
- man to a great gun loaded with fire, 
Arimftone, and nogife, which being vio- 
Iently heated, will bounce and fly, and 
play the devil, if you don’t take fpecial 
care of her breechings. He faid, fhe 
wasjlike a hurricane, that nevey blows 
from one quarter, but veers about to all 
paints of the compafs. He Jikened her 
toa painted galley curioufly rigged, with 
a leak in her hold, which her hufband 
would never be able to ftop. He ob- 
ferved that her inclinations were like the 
Bay of ‘Bifcay; for why? beeaufe you 
may heave your deep-fea lead long 
enough, without ever reaching the bot- 
tom. That he who comes to anchor on 
a wife, may find himfelf moored in 
damned foul ground, and after all, can’t 
for his blood flip his cable; and that 
for his own part, thof he might make 
fhort trips for paftime, he would never 
embark in woman on the voyage of life, 


becaufe he was afraid of foundering in- 


the firft foul weather. 

In all probability, thefe infinuations 
made fome impreffion on ‘the mind of 
Mr. Pickle, who was not very much 
inclined to run great rifks of any kind; 
but the injunétions and importunities of 
his filter, who was bent ypon the match, 
ever-balanced the opinion of his fea- 
friends, who finding him determined to 
marry, notwithftanding all the hints of 
caution they had thrown out, refolved 
to accept his invitation, and honoured 
his nuptials with their prefence accord- 
ee 


CHAP. Iv. 


THE BEHAVIOUR OF MRS. GRIZZLE 
AT THE WEDDING, WITH AN AC- 
COUNT OF THE GUESTS. 


Hope it will not he thought uncha- 
ritable, 1f I advance, by way of 
conjeéture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on this 
grand occafion, fummoned her whole ex- 
.ertion to play off the artillery of her 
charms upon the fingle gentlemen who 
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Were invited to the entertainment: fure 


Iam, the difplayed ‘to the beft advans | 


tange all the engaging qualities the pof- 
fefled. Her affability at dinner was al- 
together uncommon; her attention to the 
guefts was fuperfluoufly hofpitable; her 
tongue was fheathed with a moft agree- 
able and infantine lifp ; her addrefs was 
perfe&tly obliging; and though, con- 
{cious of the extraordinary capacity of 
her mouth, fhe would not venture to 
hazard a laugh, fhe modelled her lips 


into an enchanting fimper, which play-' 


ed upon her countenance all day long ; 
nay, fhe even profited by that defeét in 
lier vifion we have already obferved, and 
fecurely contemplated thofe features 
which were mott to her liking, while 
the reft of the company believed her re- 
gards were difpofed in a quite contrary 
direftion. With what humility of com- 
plaifance did fhe receive the compliments 
of thofe who could not help praifing the 
elegance of the banquet ; and how pi- 
oufly did fhe feize that opportunity of 
commemorating the honours of her fire, 
by obferving, that it was no merit in 
her to underftand fomething of enter 
tainments, as fhe had occafion to prefide 
at fo many during the mayoralty of her 
papa. Far from difcovering the leaft 
{ymptom of pride and exultation when 
the opulence of her family became the 
fubjeé&t of converfation, fhe affumed a 
feverity of countenance; and after hav- 
ing moralizéed on the vanity of riches, 
deglared, that thofe who looked upon 
her as a fortune, were very much mif- 
taken ; for her father had left her no 
more than poor five thoufand pounds, 
which, with what little fhe had faved 


‘of the intereft fince his death, was all 


fhe had to depend upon: indeed, if fhe 
had placed her chief felicity in wealth, 
fhe fhould not have been fo forward in 
dettroying her own expectations, by ad- 
vifing and promoting the event at which 
they were now fo happily affembled; 
but fhe hoped fhe fhould always have 
yirtue enough to poftpone any interefted 
confideration, when it fhould happen to 
clafh with the happinefs of her friends. 
Finally, fuch was her modefty and felf- 
denial, that fhe induttrioufly informed 
thofe whom it might concern, that fhe 
was no lefs than three years older than 
the bride ; though, had the added ten to 
thereckoning, fhe would have commitied 
no miftake in point of computation. 
To contribute as much ag lay in her 
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power to the fatisfaction of all prefent, 
fhe in the afternoon regaled them with 
a tune on the harpfichord, accompanied 
avith her voice, which, though not the 
moft melodious m the world, I dare fay, 
would have been equally at their fervice, 
could fhe have vied with Philomel in 
fong; and as the laft effort of her com- 
plaifance, when dancing was propofed, 
fhe was prevailed upor, at the requeft 
of her new fifter, to open the ball in per- 
fon. 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the 
principal figure in this feftival, and al- 
mott eclipfed the bride; who, far from 
feeming to difpute the preheminence, ve- 
ry .wifely allowed her to make the beft 
of her talents ; contenting herfelf with 
the lot to which fortune had already 
called her, and which fhe imagined 
would not be the lefs defirable, if her 
fifter-in-law were detached -from the fa- 
mily. - 

I believe I need fcarce advertife the 
reader, that during this whole entertain- 
ment, the commodore and his lieutenant 
were quite out of their element; and this 
indeed was the cafe with the bridegroom 
himlelf, who being utterly unacquaint- 
ed with any fort of polite commerce, 
found himfelf under a very difagrecable 
reftraint during the whole fcene. 

Trunnion, who had fcarce ever been 
on fhore till he was paid off, and never 
once in his wholg life in the company 
of any females above the rank of thofe 
who herd upon the Point at Portimouth, 
was more embarraffed about his beha- 
viour than if he had been furrounded at 
fea by the whole French navy. He had 
never pronounced the word Madam since 
he was born; fo that far from enier- 
ing into converfation with the ladies, he 
would not even return the compliment, 
or give the leaft nod of civility wher they 
drank,to his health; and 1 verily be- 
lieve, would rather have fuffered fuffo- 
cation than allowed the fimple phrafe, 
vour fervant,to proceed from his mouth. 
He was altogether as inflexible with re- 
{pect to the attitudes of his body; for 
either through obftinacy or bafhfulnefs, 
he fat upright without motion, infomuch, 
that he provoked the mirth of a certain 
was, who addreffing himfelf to the heu- 
tenant, afked whether that was the com- 
modore himfelf, or the wooden lion that 
ufed to ftand at his gate: an image, to 
which, it muft be owned, Mr. Trun- 
nion’s perfon bore ne faint refemblance. 
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Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite fo 
unpolifhed as the commodore, and had 
certain notions that feemed to approach 
the ideas of common life, made a lefs 
uncouth appearance; but then he was a 
wit, and though of a very peculiar ge- 


nius, partook largely of that difpofition 


which is common to all wits, who ne- 


ver enjoy themfelves, except when their 


talents meet with thofe marks of diftine- 
tion and veneration, which (in their own 
opinion) they deferve. 

Thefe circumftances being premifed, 
it is not to be wondered at, if this tri- 
umvirate made no objeétions to the pro- 
pofal, when fome of the grave perfona- 
ges of the company made a motion for 
adjourning into another apartment, 
where they might enjoy their pipes and - 
bottles, while the young folks indulged 
themfelves in the continuance of their 
own favourite diverfion. Thus refcued, 
as it were, from a ftate of annihilation, 
the firft ufe the two lads of the caftle 
made of their exiftence, was to ply the 
bridegroom fo bard with bumpers, that 
in lefs than an hour he made divers ef- 
fortsto fing, and foon after was carried to 
bed, deprived of all manner of fenfation, 
to the utter difappointment of the bride- 
men and maids, who, by this accident, 
were prevented from throwing the ftock- 
ing, and performing certain other cere- 
monies praétifed on fuch occafions. As 
for. the bride, fhe bore this misfortune 
with great good-humour; and, indeed, 
on all occafions, behaved like a difcreet 
woman, perfectly well acquainted with 
the nature of her own fituation, 


CHAE #. 


“MRS. PICKLE ASSUMES THE REINS 


OF GOVERNMENT IN HER OWN 
FAMILY. HER SISTER-IN-LAA 
UNDERTAKES AN. ENTERPRIZE 
OF GREAT MOMENT, BUT IS FOR 
SOME TIME DIVERTED FROM HER 
PURPOSE BY A VERY INTEREST- 
ING CONSIDERATION. 


HATEVER deference, not to 


, fay fabmiffion, fhe had paid te 


Mrs. Grizzle before fhe was fo nearly 


allied to her family, a ooner be- 
came Mrs. Pickle, than“fhe thought it 
incumbent upon her to aét up to the 
dignity of the charaéter; and the very 


day after the marriage, ventured to dif- 


pute 


i4 
pute with her fifter-in-law on the fubject 
of her own pedigree, which fle affirmed 
to be more honourable in all refpeéts 
than that of her hufband; obferving, 
that feveral- younger brothers of her 
houfe had arrived at the ftation. of Lord 
Mayor of London, which was the high- 
eft pitch of greatnefs that any of Mr. 
Pickle’s predeceffors had ever attained. 

This prefumption was like a thun- 
derbolt to Mrs. Grizzle, who began to 
_ perceive that fhe had not fucceeded quite 
fo. well as fhe imagined, in'feleCting for 
her brother a gentle and obedient yoke- 
fellow, who would always treat her 
with that profound .refpeét which fhe 
thought due to her fupertor genius, and 
be entirely regulated by her advice and 
direction : however, fhe ftill continued 


to manage the reins of government in ‘ 


the houfe, reprehending the fervants as 
ufual ; an office fhe performed with great 
apacity: and in which’ fhe feemed to 
take fingular delight, until Mrs. Pickle, 
on pretence of confulting her eafe, told 
her one day fhe would take that trouble 


upon herfelf, and for the future affume. 


the management of her own family.— 
Nothing could be more mortifying to 
Mrs. Grizzle than fuch a declaration ; 
to which, after a confiderable paufe, 
and ftrange diftortion of look, fhe re- 
plicd, ‘I fhall never refufe or repine at 
* any trouble that may conduce te my 
“ brother’s advantage.’-—~‘ Dear Ma- 
‘ dam,’ anfwered the fifter, ‘Iam in- 
“ finitely obliged tq your kind concern 
© for Mir. Pickle’s intereft, which I con- 
* fider as my own; but I cannot bear to 
‘ fee you a fufferer by your friendfhip, 
“ and therefore infile upon exempting 
* you from the fatigue you have borne fo 
“long. 

{n vain did the other proteft that the 
took pleafure in the tafk; Mrs. Pickle 
afcribed the affurance to her excefs of 
complaifance, and expreffed fuch ten- 
derne{s cf zeal for her dear fifter’s health 
and tranquillity, that the relu€tant mai- 
den found herfelf obliged to refign her 
authority, without enjoying the leaft pre- 
text for complaining of her being de- 
poled. 

_ This difgrace was attended by a fit 
of peevith devetion that lafted three or 
four weeks; during which period, the 
had the additional chagrin Sintesine the 
“ young lady gain an abf{olute afcendancy 
ever the mind of her brother, who was 
perfuaded to fet up a gay equipage, and 
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improve his houfe-keeping, by an auge 
mentation in his expence, to the amount 
of a thoufand a year at leaft: though his 
alteration in the ceconomy of his houf- 
hold effeéted no change in his own dif- 
pofition, or manner of life; for as foom 
as the painful ceremony of receiving and _ 

returning vifits was performed, he had 
recourfe again to the company of his 
fea-friends, with whom he {pent the beft 
part of his time. But if he was’ fatis- 
fied with his condition, the cafe was 
otherwife with Mrs. Grizzle, who find- 
ing her importance in the family greatly 
diminifhed, her attractions neglected by 
all the male-fex in the neighbourhood, 
and the withering hand of time hang 
threatening over her head, began to feel 
the horror of eternal virginity; and, in 
a fort of defperation, refolved at any 
rate to refeue herfelf from that reproach - 
ful and uncomfortable fituation. Thus 
determined, fhe formed a plan, the exe- 
cution of which, to a fpirit lefs enter- 
prizing and fufficient than her’s, would 
ave appeared altogether impracticable 5 
this was no other, than to make a con- 
queft of the commodore’s heart ; which 
the reader will eafily believe was not 
very fufceptible of tender impreffions ; 
but, on the contrary, fortified with in- 
fenfibility and prejudice againft the 
cnarms of the whole {ex ; and particu- 
larly prepoffefled .to the prejudice of 
that clafs diftinguifhed by the appella- 
tion of old-maids, in which Mrs. Griz- 
zle was, by this time, unhappily rank- 
ed. She, neverthelefs, tgok the field ; 
and. having invefted this feemingly 
impregnable fortrefs, began to break 
ground one day, when Trunnion dined 
at her brother’s, by fpringing certain 
enfnaring commendations on the ho- 
nefty and fincerity of fea-faring peo- 
ple, paying a particular attention to hig 
plate, and affecting a fimper of appro- 
bation at every thing he faid, which by 
any means fhe could conftiue into a 
joke, or with modefty be fuppofed to 
hear: nay, even when he left decency 
en the left-hand, (which was often the 
cafe) fhe ventured to reprimand his free- 
dom of fpeech with a gracious. grin, 
faying, ¢ Sure, you gentlemen belong- 
‘ ing to the fea have fuch an odd way 
‘ with you!’ But all this complacency 
was fo ineffeétual, that, far trom fu- 
fpecting the true caufe of it, the com- 
modore, that very evening, at the club, 
in prefence of her brother, with whom, 
by 
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by this time, he could take any man- 
ner of freedom, did not fcruple to damn 
her for a fquinting, block-faced, chat- 
tering pifs-kitchen ; and immediately 
after, drank defpair to all old maids. 
The toaft Mr. Pickle pledged without 
the leaft hefitation, and next day inti- 
mated to his fitter, who bore the in- 
dignity with furprizing refignation, and 
did not therefore defift from her fcheme, 
unpromifing as it feemed to be, until 
her attention was called off, and en- 
gaged in another care, which, for fome 
time, interrupted the progrefs of this 
defgn. Her fifter ‘had not been mar- 
ried many months, when fhe exhibited 
evident fymptoms of pregnancy, to the 
general ‘fatisfaction of all concerned, 
aand the inexpreffible joy of Mrs. Griz- 
zle, who (as we have already hinted) 
was more interefted in the prefervation 
of the family-name, than in any other 
confideration whatever. 
no fooner difcovered appearances to juf- 
tify and confirm her hopes, than poft- 
poning her own purpofe, and laying 
afide that pique and refentment fhe had 
conceived from the behaviour of Mrs. 
Pickle, when fhe fuperfeded her autho- 
rity ; or, perhaps, confidering her in no 
other light than that of the vehicle 
which contained, and was deftined to 
convey her brother’s heir to light; fhe 
determined to exert her uttermoft in 
nurfing, tending, and cherifhing her, 
during the term of her important charge. 
With this view, fhe purchafed Culpep- 
pers Midwifery ; which, with that fa- 
gacious performance, dignified with 


Ariftotle’s name, fhe {tudied with in-. 


defatigable care, and diligently perut- 
ed the Compleat Houfewife, together 
with Quincy’s Difpenfatory ; culling 
every jelly, marmalade, and conferve, 
whichsthefe authors recommend as ei- 
ther falutary or toothfome, for the be- 
nefit and comfort of her fifter-in-law 
during her geftation. She reftrifted her 
from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, 
and all forts of vecetables: and one 
day, when Mrs. Pickle had plucked 
a peach with her own hand, and was 
in the very act of putting it between her 
teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived the rafh 
attempt, and running up to her, fell 
upon her knees in the garden, intreat- 
ing her, with tears in her eyes, to re- 
‘fift fuch a pernicious appetite. Her re- 
quett was no fooner tomplitd with, 
than, recollecting that if her filter’s 


She therefore , 


de 
longing was baulked, the child might 
be affected with fome difagreeable mark, 
or deplorable difeafe,* the begged as 
earneftly that fhe would {wallow the 
fruit; and, in the mean time, ran for 


fome cordial: water of her own com<- 


pofing, which the forced upon her filter, 
as an antidote to the poifon the had re- 
ceived. | 

This exceflive zeal and tendernefs did 
not fail to be very troublefome to Mrs, 
Pickle; who having revolved divers plans 
for the recovery of her own eale, at 
length determined to engage Mrs. Griz- 
zle in fuch employment as would inter- 
rupt that clofe attendance which fhe 
found fo teazing and difagreeable. Nei-, 
ther did fhe wait long for an opportu- 
nity of putting her refolution in prac- 
tice. The very'next day, a gentleman 


_ happening to dine with Mr. Pickle, ua- 


fortunately mentioned a pine-apple, part 
of which he had eaten a week before at 
the houfe of a nobleman who lived in 
another part of the country, at the dif- 
tance of a hundred miles at leaft. 
The name of this fatal fruit was no 
fooner pronounced, than Mrs. Grizzle, 
who inceffantly watched her fitter’s looks, , 
took the alarm, becaufe fhe thought they 
gave certain indications of curiofity and 
defire ; and: after having obfervet that 
fhe herfelf never could eat pine-appies, 
which were altogether unnatural pro- 
ductions, extorted by the force of arti- 
ficial fire, out of filthy manure, afked, 
with a faultering voice, if Mrs. Pickle, 
was not of her way of thinking. This 
young lady, who wanted neither fly- 
nefg nor penetration, at once divined 
her meaning; and replied, with {ceming 
unconcern, that for her own part, the 
fhould. never-repine, if there was not a 
pine-apple in the univerfe, provided the . 


-could indulge herfelf with the fruits of 


her own country. 

This anfwer was calculated for the 
benefit of the ftranger, who would cer- 
tainly have fuffered for his imprudence 
by the refentmentof Mrs. Grizzle, had 
her fatter expreffed the leaft relith for the 
fruit in queftion. It had the defired 
effect, and re-eftablithed the peace of 
the company, which was not a litte 
endangered by the gentleman's want ct 
coniideration. Next morning, however, 
after breakfaft, the pregnant lady, in 
purfuance of her plan, yawned (as it 
were by accident) full in the face of her 
maiden fitter; who being infinitely dif- 

turbed 
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turbed by this convulfion, affirmed it 
was a fymptom of longing, and infifted 
upon knowing the object in defire ; when 
Mrs. Pickle, affeting an affeéted fmile, 
told her the had eaten a moft delicious 
pine-apple in her fleep. This declara- 
‘tion was attended with an immediate. 
fcream, uttered by Mrs. Grizzle; who 
inftantly perceiving her fifter furprized 
at the exclamation, clafped her in her 
arms, and affured her, with a fert of 
dyfterical laugh, that fhe could not help 


{creaming with joy, becaufe fhe had it : 
in her power to gratify her dear fifter’s — 


with; a lady in the neighbourhood hav- 
ing promiied to fend her, in a prefent, 
a couple of delicate pine-apples, which 
fheavould that very day go in queft of. 

Mrs. Pickle would.by no means con- 
fent to this propofal, on pretence of 
{paring the other unneceffary fatigue; 
and affured her, that if fhe had any de- 
fire to eat a pine-apple, it was fo faint, 
that the difappointment could produce 
no bad confequence. But this affurance 
was conveyed in a manner, (which fhe 
knew very well how to adopt) that, in- 
ftead of diffuading, rather ftimulated 
Mrs. Grizzle to fet out immediately ; 
not on a vifit to that lady, whofe pro- 
mile fhe herfelf had feigned, with a view 
of confulting .her fifter’s tranquillity, 
but on a random fearch through the 
whole country for this unlucky fruit, 
which was like to produce fo much vex- 
ation and prejudice to her and her fa- 
ther’s houfe. ; 
- During three whole days and nights 
did fhe, attended by a valet, ride from 
piace to place without fuccefs, unmind- 
ful of her health, and carelefs of her 
reputation, that began to fuffer from 
the nature of her enquiry, which was 
purfued with fuch peculiar eagernefs 
and. diftraétion, that every body with 
whom fhe converfed, looked upon her 
as an unhappy perfon, whofe intellects 
were not a little difordered. 

Bafiled in all her refearches within 
the county, fhe at length refolved to 
vifit that very nobleman, at whofe houfe 
the officious ftranger had been (for her) 
fo unfortunately regaled; and actually 
arrived in a poft-chaife at the place of 
his habitation; where fhe introduced 
her bufinefs as an affairon which the 
happinefs of a whole family depended. 
By virtue of a prefent to his lordfhip’s 
gardener, fhe procured the” Hefperian 
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fruit, with which fhe returned in trie 
_umph. 


CHAP. VL 


MRS. GRIZZLE 1S INDEFATIGABLR 
IN GRATIFYING HER SISTER'S 

_ LONGINGS. PEREGRINE IS BORN, 
AND MANAGED CONTRARY TO 
THE DIRECTIONS AND REMON- 
STRANCES OF HIS AUNT, WHO 
IS DISGUSTED UPON THAT AC- 
COUNT, ANDRESUMES THE PLAN 
WHICH SHE HAD BEFORE RE- 
JECTED. 


HE fuccefs of this device would 

have encouraged Mrs. Pickle to 
practife more of the fame fort upon her 
fifter-in-law, had fhe not been deterred 
by a violent fever which feized her zea- 
lous ally, in confequence of the fatigue 
and uneafinefs fhe had undergone; which, 
while it lafted, as effeétually conduced to 
her repofe, as any other ftratagem fhe 
couldinvent. But Mrs. Grizzle’s health 
was no fooner reftored, than the other, 
being as much incommoded as ever, was 
obliged, in her own defence, to have re- 
courfe to fome other contrivance ; and 


managed her artifices in fuch a manner, — 


as leaves it at this day a doubt whether 
fhe was really fo whimfical and capri- 
cious in her appetites as fhe herfelf pre- 
tended to be ; for her longings were not 
reftriéted to the demands of the palate 
and f{temach, but alfo affe€ted all the 
other organs of fenfe, and even invaded 
her imagination, which at this period 
feemed to be ftrangely difeafed. 

One time fhe longed to pinch her 
hufband’s ear; and it was with infinite 
difficulty that his fitter could prevail 
upon him to undergo the operation. Yet 
this tafk was eafy, in comparifon with 
another fhe undertook for the gratifica- 
tion of Mrs. Pickle’s unaccountable de- 
fire; which, was no other than to per- 
fuade the commodore to fubmit his chin 
to the mercy of the big-beilied lady, 
who ardently withed for an opportunity 
of plucking three black hairs from his 
beard. When ‘this propofal was firft 
communicated to Mr. Trunnion by the 
hufband, his anfwer was nothing but 
a dreadful effufion of oaths, accompa- 
nied with fuch a ftare, and delivered in 
fach a tone of voice, as terrified the poor 

: befeecher 
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hefeecher into immediate filence ; fo that 
Mrs. Grizzle was fain to take the whole 
eaterprize upon herfelf, and next day 
went to the garrifon accordingly, where 
having obtained entrance by means of 
the lieutenant, who, while his com- 
mander was afleep, ordered her to be 
admitted for the joke’s fake, fhe waited 
patiently till he turned out, and then 
accofted him in the yard, where he ufed 


to perform his morning walk. Hewas ‘ 


thunderftruck at the appearance of a 
woman ‘n a place which he had hitherto 
kept facred from the whole fex, and im- 
mediately began to utter an apoftrophe 
to Tom Pipes, whofe turn it was then to 
watch ; when Mrs. Grizzle falling on 
her knees before him, conjured him 
with many pathetick fupplications, to 
hear and grant her requeit; which was 


no fooner fignified, than he bellowed 


in fuch an outrageous manner that the 
whole court re-echoed the opprobrious 
term ditch, and the word damnation, 
which he repeated with furprizing volu- 
bility, without any fort of propriety or 
connection ; and retreated into his pe- 
netralia, leaving the baffled devotee in 
the humble pofture the had fo unfuc- 
cefsfully chofen to melt his obdurate 
heart. 

Mortifying as this repulfe muft have 
been to a lady of her ftately difpofition, 
fhe did not relinguifh her aim, but en- 
deavoured to intereft the commodore’s 
counfellors and adherents in her caufe. 
With this view the folicited the intereft 
of Mr. Hatchway, who, being highly 
pleafed with a circumitance fo produc. 
tive of mirth and diverfion, readily en- 
tered into her meafures, and promifed 
to employ his whole influence for her 
fatisfaction: and as for the boatf{wain’s 
mate, he was rendered propitious by the 
prefent of a guinea which fhe flipt into 
his hand. In fhort, Mrs. Grizzle was 
continually engaged in this negociation 
for the {pace of ten days, during which 
the commodore was fo inceflantly pefter- 
ed with her remonftrances, and the ad- 
monitions of his affociates, that he {wore 
his people had a defign upon his life, 
which becoming a burden to him, he 
at lait complied, and was conduéted to 
the fcene like a viétim to the altar; or 
rather like a relu€tant bear, when he is 
led to the ftake amidft the fhouts and 
cries of butchers and their dogs. After 
all, this vitory was not quite fo deci- 
five.as the conquerors imagined; for 


‘it's chin. 
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the patient being fet, and the performer 
prepared with a pair of pincers, a fmall 
dificulty occurred: fhe could not for 
fome time difcern one black hair on the 
whole fuperficies of Mr. Trunnion’s 
face; when Mrs. Grizzle, very much 
alarmed and difconcerted, had recourfe 
to a magnifying glafs that ftood upon 
her toilet; and after a moft accurate exe 
amination, difcovered a fibre of a dutky 
hue, to which the inftrument being ap-~ 
plied, Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by the 
roots, to the no fimall difcompofure of 
the owner, who feeling the {mart much 
more fevere than he had expeéted, ftart~ 
ed up, and {wore he would not part 
with another hair to fave them all from 
damnation. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to pas 
tience and refignation, Mrs. Grizzle ree 
peated her entreaties with great humi- 
lity; but finding him deaf to all her 
prayers, and abfolutely bent upon leay- 
ing the houfe, the clafped his knees, and 
begged for the love of God that he 
would have compaffion upon a dittreffed _ 
family, and endure a little more for the ~ 
fake of the poor infant, who would 
otherwife be born with a grey beard upon. 
Far from being melted, he 
was rather exafperated by this reflection s 
to which he replied with great indigna- 
tion, ‘ D—n you for a yaw-fighted 
bitch! hell be hanged long enough 
‘ before he has any beard at all.” So 
faying, he difengaged himéfelf from her 
embraces, flung out at the door, and 
halted homewards with fuch furprizing 
{peed, that the lieutenant could not 
overtake him until he had arrived at his 
own gate; and Mrs. Grizzle was fo 
much affected with his efcape, that her 
fifter, in pure compaffion, defired fhe 
would not affi&t herfelf, protefting that 
her own wifh was already gratified, for the 
had plucked three hairs at once, having, 
from the beginning, been dubicus of 
the commodore’s patience. But the la- 
bours of this afiduous kinfwoman did 
not end with the atchievement of this 
adventure; her eloquence or induftry 
was employed without ceafing, in the 
performance of other tafks impofed by 
the ingenious craft of her fifter-in-laws 
who at another time conceived an in- 
fuppreffible affeétion for a fricaflee of 
frogs, which fhould be the genuine na- 
tives of France, fo that there was a ne- 
ceffity for difpatching a meflenger on 
purpofe to that kingdom; but as the 

Cc could 
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could not depend upon the integrity of 
‘any commion fervant, Mrs. Grizzle un- 
dertook that province, and aétually fet 
fail ina cutter for Boloene, from whence 
fhe returned in eight and forty hours 
‘with a tub full of thofe live animals; 
ewhich being dreffed according to art, 
her fitter would not tafte them, on pre- 
tence that her fit of longing was paft. 
But then her inclinations took a dif- 
ferent turn, and fixed themfelves upon 
a curious implement belonging to a lady 
of quality in the neighbourhood, which 
was reported ‘to be.a very great curiofi- 
ty; this was no other than a porcelain 
chamber-pot of admirable workman- 
fhip, contrived by the honourable own- 
er, who kept it for her own private ufe, 
and cherifhed it as an utenfil of in- 
eftimable value. 

Mrs. Grizzle flruddered at: the firft 
hint fhe received:of her fifter’s defire to 
-poffefs this piece of furniture; becaufe 
fhe knew it was not to be purchafed ; 
and the lady’s character, whicli was noné 
of the moft amiable in point of huma- 
nity and condefceniion, forbade all hopes 


of borrowing it for a feafon: fhe there-. 


fore attempted to reafon down this ca- 
pricious appetite, as an extravagance of. 
imagination which ‘ought to -be com- 
.bated and reprefltd ; and Mrs. Pickle, 
to all appearance, was convinced and 
fatisfied by her arguments and advice: 
but, neverthelefs, could make ufe of 
no other convenience, and was threateu- 
ed with a very dangerous fuppreffion. 
Rouzed at the peril in which the fup- 
pofed her to be, Mrs. Grizzle flew to 
the lady’s houfe, and having obtained a 
private audience, diiclofed the melan- 
choly fituation of her fitter, and im- 
plored the benevolence of her. ladyhhip ; 
who; contrary to expe€tation, reéeived 
her very gracioufly, and confented to 
indulge Mrs. Pickle’s longing. Mr. 
Pickle began to be out of humour 
at the expence to which he was expofed 
by thie caprice of his wife, who was her- 
felf alarmed at this laft accident, aud 
for the future kept -her fancy within 
bounds; infemuch, that without being 
fubjeét to any more extraordinary trou. 
ble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long- 
withed frnits.of her deareft expeétation 
an the birth ef a fine boy, whom her 
fitter in afew montns brought into the 
world. 2 # 

I thall onnt the defcription of the re- 
joicings, which were infinite on this im- 


——_ he 
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portant occafion, and only obferve that 
Mirs. Pickle’s mother and aunt ftood 
godmothers, and the commodore affitted 
at the ceremony as godfather to the 
child, who was chriftened by the name 
of Peregrine, in complitnent to the me- 
mory of a deceafed uncle. While the 
mother was confined to her bed, and 
incapable of maintaining her own autho- 
rity, Mrs. Grizzle took charge of the 
infant by a double claim: and fuper- 
intended, with furprizing vigilance, the 
nurfe and midwife in all the particulars 
of their refpective offices, which were 
performed by her exprefs direétion, But 
no fooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condi- 
tion to re-affume the management of 
her own affairs, than the thought pro- 
per to alter certain regulations concern- 
ing the child, which had obtained in 
confequence of her fifter’s orders; di- 
recting, among other innovations, that 
the bandages with which the infant had 
been fo neatly rolled up, hike an Egyp- 
tian mummy, fhould be loofened and 
laid afide, in order to rid nature of all 
reftraint, and give the blood free {cope 
to circulate; and with her own hands 
fhe plunged him headlong every morn- 
ing in 4 tub full of cold water. 
operation feemed fo barbarous to the 
tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that fhe 
not only oppofed it with all her elo- 
quence, fhedding abundance of tears 
over the facrifice when it was made, but 
took horfe immediately, and departed 
for the habitation of an eminent country 
phyfician, whom fhe confulted in thefe 
words. ‘£ Pray, doétor, is it not both 
‘ dangerous and cruel to be the means 
‘ of letting a poor tender infant perifh, 
‘ by foufing it in water as cold as ice?” 
—* Yes,’ replied the doétor, § down- 


‘ right murder, I affirm.’—* I fee you 


‘ are a perfon of great learning and fa-~ 
‘ gacity,” faid the other: * and I mutt 
‘ beg you will be fo good as to fignity 
‘ your opinion in your own hand-writ- 
‘ ing.” The doctor immediately com- 
plied with her requeft, and expreffed 
himfel¥ upon a flip of paper to this pur- 
pote. , 


‘HHESE are to certify whom it 
‘ may concern, that I firmly 

‘ believe, and it is my unalterable opi- 
© nion, ‘that whotoever letteth an infant 
* perifh, by foufing it in cold water, 
* even though the {aid water fhould not 
“be fo cold as ice, is in effeét guilty 
: ' _ ¢ { 


This > 
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© of the murder of the: faid infant, as 
‘ witnefs my hand, 


* COMFIT COLYCYNTH.’ 


Having obtained this certificate, for 
which the phyfician was handfomely - 
acknowledged, ‘fhe returned exulting,- 
and hoping, wiih fuch authority, to’ 
overthrow all oppefition. Accordingly, * 
next morning, when her nepicw was’ 
about to undergo his diurn:: baptifm, 
the produced the. commiflion, whereby 
flie conceived herfelf inpowered to over- 
rule fuch inhuman prececdings. But. 
fhe was difappointed.in her expectation, 
confident as it was; not that Mrs. ° 
Pickle pretended to differ in opinion ° 
from Dr. Colycynth, « For whofe cha- : 
* ragter and {entiments,’ faid the, ¢ I: 
have fuch veneration, that.1 hall 
carefully obferve the caution implied 
in this very certificate, by which, far - 
from condemning my method of prac- 
tice, he only afferts that killing is 
murder; an affeveration, the truth 
of which, it is to be hoped, I fhall 
never di{pute.’ te 
Mrs. Grizzle, who, fcoth to fay, had 
rather too fuperficially confidcred the-' 
claufe by which the thought herfelf au- 
thorized, perufed the paper with more 
accuracy, and was confounded at her 
own want of penetration. Yet though 
fhe was confuted, ‘fhe was by no means 
convinced that her objections to the cold- 
bath were unreafonable; on the contrary, - 
after having beftowed fundry opprobri- 
ous epithets on the phy fician, for his want 


of knowledge and candour, the proteft- 


ed in the moft earneft and folemn man- + 
ner againft the pernicious practice of 
dipping the child; a piece of cruelty 
which, with God's affittance, the fhould 
never fuffer to be inflicted on her own 


iffue; and wafhing her hands of the me- 


lancholy confequence that would cer- 
tainly enf{ue, fhut herfelf up in her clofet, 
to indulge her forrow and vexation. 
She was deceived, however, in her prog- 
noftick ; the boy, inftead of deciining 
in pot of health, feemed to .acquire 


frefh vigour from every plunge, as if ° 


he had been refolved to difcyedit the 
wifdom and forefight of his aunt, who, 
in all probability, could never forgive 
him for this want of reverence and re- 
fpect. This conjcéture is founded upon 
her behaviour to him in the fequel of 
his infancy, during which fhe was known 
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to torture him more than’ once, when 
fhe had opportunities of thrufting pins» 
into his fleth, without any danger of. 
being deteéted. ‘In a-word, her affec-' 
tions were in a little time altogether 
alicnated from this hope of her family, ° 
whom fhe abandened to the condué: 
of his mother, whofe province it un- 
doubtedly was! to’ nianage -the, nurture’ 
of her own child; while fhe herfelf re- 
fumed her. operations upon the commo-' 
dore, whom flie was refolved at any rate 
to captivate and éxflave. And it muft 
be-owned, that Mrs. Grizzie’s know- | 
ledve of the human‘heart never fhone fo 
con{picuous as in the methods the pur-. 
fued for the accomplifhent of this im-° 
portant aim. » i be 
Through the rough unpolifhed hufk: 
that cafed the foul of Trunnion, the: 
could eafily dittinguith a large thare of : 
that vanity and felf conceit that gene-. 
rally predominate even in the moft fa- 
vage.brealt; and to this fhe conftantly ° 
appealed. In his: prefence fhe always ° 
exclaimed againft the craft and‘difhonett * 
diffimulation of the’ world; and never ° 
failed of uttering particular invectives 
againft thofe arts of chicanery, in which °. 
the lawyers are fo'converfant to the pre- * 
judice and ruin of their fellow-crea-°* 
tures: oblerving, that in a fea- faring ’ 
life, fo far as fhe had opportunities of * 
judging or being informed, there was 
nothing but friendfhip, fincerity, and a - 
hearty contempt for every thing that 
was mean or felfifh. : 
' This kind of converfation; with the 
afliftance of certain particular civilities, ” 
infenhbly made an impreflion on the’ 
inind of the commodore; and that the 
more effegtual, as his former prepoflef- 
fions:were built upon very flender foun- 
dations: his. antipathy to old maids, 
which he had conceived upon hearfay, ’ 
began gradually to dimimith, when he 
found they were not quite fuch infernal 
animals as they had been reprefented ; 
and it was not long before he was heard 
to obferve at the club, that Pickle’s * 
fifter had not fo much of the core of 
bitch in her as he has imagined. This > 
negative compliment, by the medium of 
her brother, ioon reached the ears of - 
Mrs. Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, 
redoubled all her arts and attention; {fo 
that in lefs than three months after, he 
in the fame place diftinguifhed her with 
the epithet of a damned fenfible jade. 
Hatchway taking the. alarm at this 
C2 decla- 
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declaration, which he feared foreboded 
fomething fatal to his intereft, told his 
commander with a fneer, that fhe had 
fenfe enough to bring him to, under 
her ftern; and he did not doubt but 
that fuch an old crazy veffel would be 
the better for being taken intow. ‘ But 
< howfomever,’ added this arch advifer, 
< I'd have you take care of your upper 
“ works; for if once you are made faft 
“to her poop, agad! fhe'll fpank it 
“ away, and make every beam in your 
“ body crack with ftraining.” Our fhe- 
projectors whole plan had like to have 
been ruined by the effect which this ma- 
licious hint had upon’ Trunnion, whofe 


rage and fufpicion being wakened at~ 


once, his colour changed from tawny 
to a cadaverous pale, and then fhifting 
to a deep and dufky red, fuch as we 
fometimes obferve in the fky when it is 
replete with thunder, he, after his ufual 
preamble of unmeaning oaths, anfwer- 
ed in thefe words: ‘ D—n,ye, you 
“ jury-legged dog, you would give all 
“the ftowage in your hold to be as 
« found asl am; and as for being taken 


* in tow, d’ye fee, Im not fo difabled_ 
“ but that I can lie my courfe, and per- 


* form my voyage without any affift- 
“ ance; and, agad! no man fhall ever 
* fee Hawfer Trunnion lagging a-ftern 
« in the wake of e’er a bitch in Chriften- 
© dom.” 

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning 
interrogated her brother with regard to 
the fubje&t of his. night's converfation 
with his friends, foon received the un- 
welcome news of the commodore’s aver- 
fion to matrimony; and juftly imputing 
the greateit part of his difguft to the fa- 
tirical infinuations of Mr. Hatchway, 
refolved to level this obftru&tion to her 
fuccefs, and actually. found means to 
intereft him. in her {cheme. She had, 
indeed, on fome occafions, a particular 
knack at making converts, being pro- 
bably not unacquainted with that grand 
fyftem of perfuafion, which is adopted 
by the greateft perfonages of the age, as 
fraught with maxims mu:h more ef- 
fegiua) than all the eloquence of Tully 
or Demofthenes, even when fupported 
by the demonftrations of truth : befides, 
Mr. Hatchway’s fidelity to his new ally 
was confirmed, by his forefeeing in his 
eaptain’s marrizge. an infinite fund of 
gratification for his own cynical ditpo- 
fition. Thus, therefore, converted and 
properly cautioned, he, for the future, 
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fuppreffed all the virulence of his wit 
againft the matrimonial ftate; and as 
he knew -not how to open his mouth in 
the pofitive praife of any perfon what- 


ever, took all opportunities of except- | 


ing Mrs. Grizzle by name, from the 
cenfures he liberally beftowed upon the 
reft of her. fex. 
‘ ard, like Nan Caftick of Deptford,” 
he would fay; ‘not a nincompoop, like. 
‘ Peg Simperof Woolwich ; not a brim- 


* ftone, like Kate Coddle of Chatham;’ 


¢ nor a fhrew, like Nel] Griffin on the 
‘ Point Portfmouth;° (ladies to whom, 
at different times, they had both paid 
their addreffes;) § buta tight, good-hu- 
‘ moured, fenfible wench, who knows 
‘ very well how to box her compafs 5 
© well trimmed aloft, and well fheathed 
© alow, with a good cargo under her 
‘ hatches.” The commodoreat firftima- 
gined this commendation was ironical, 
but hearing: it repeated. again and again, 
was filled with aftonifhment at this fur- 
prizing change in the lieutenant’s beha- 
viour ; and after a Jong fit of mufing, 
concluded that Hatchway himielf har- 
boured a matrimonial defign on the per- 
fon of Mrs, Grizzle. 

Pleafed with this conjecture, he ral- 
lied Jack in his turn, and one might 
toafted her health as a compliment to 
his paffion; a circumftance which the 
lady Jearned next day by the ufual ca- 
nal of her intelligence, and interpreting 
as the refult of his own tendernefs for 
her, fhe congratulated herfelf upon the 


viétory fhe had obtained; and thinking 


it unneceflary to- continue the referve 
fhe had hitherto induitrioufly affected, 
refolved from that day to fweeten her 
behaviour towards him with fuch a difh 
of affeétion, as could not fail to per- 
fuade him that he had infpired- her with 
a reciprocal flame. In confequence of 
this determination, he was invited to 
dinner; and, while he ftaid, treated with 
fuch cloying proofs of her regard, that 
not only the reft of the company, but 
even Trunnion himfelf, perceived her 
diift; and taking the alarm according- 
ly, could not help exclaiming, ‘ Oho! 
‘ I fee how the land lies; and if I don't 
* weather the point, I’ll-be d—’d!’ Hav- 
ing thus exprefled himfelf to his afflict- 
ed inamorato, he made the beft of his 
way to the garrifon, in which he fhut 
himfelf up for the fpace of ten days, 
and had no communication with his 
friends and dometticks but by looks, 

which 


© She is not a drunk-’ 


y 
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which were moft fignificantly picu- 
refque. ° 


CHA P.»° VII, 


DIVERS STRATAGEMS ARE INVENT- 
ED AND PUT IN PRACTICE, IN 
ORDER TO OVERCOME THE OB- 
STINACY OF TRUNNION, WHO AT 


LENGFH IS TEAZED AND TOR- 


“TUREDINTO THENOOSE OF WED- 
LOCK. , 

‘ee abrupt departure, and uri- 
kind’ declaration, affected Mrs. 
Grizzle fo much, that fhe fell fick of 
forrow and’ mortification: and after 
Having confined: herfelf to her bed for. 
three days, fent for her brother, told 
him fhe perceived her end drawing, near,. 
and defired that a lawyer might be 
brought, in order to write her lait’ will. 
Mr. Pickle, furprized at her deinand, 
began to act the part of a comforter, 
afluring her, that her diftemper was not 
at all dangerous, and that he would in- 
ftantly fend for a phyfician, who would 
convince her that fhe was in no manner 
of jeopardy ; fo that there was no occa- 
fion at prefent to employ any officious 
attorney in fuch a melancholy tafk. In- 
deed, this affeftionate brother was of 
opinion, that a will was altogether fu- 
perfluous at any rate, as he himfelf 
was heir at law to his fifter’s whole real 
and perfonal eftate. 
upon his compliance with fuch deter- 


mined obftinacy, that he could no Jong- 


er refift her importunities ; and a feri- 
vener arriving, fhe dictated and exe- 
cuted her will; in which fhe bequeathed 
to Commodore Trunnion one thoufand 
pounds, to purchafe a mourning ring, 
which fhe hoped he would wear as a 

ledge of her friendfhip and affe&tion. 
Her brother, though he did not much 
relifh this teftimony of her love, never- 
thelefs, that fame evening, gave an ac- 
count of this particular to Mr. Hatch- 
way, who was alfo, as Mr. Pickle 
affured him, generoufly remembered by 
the teftatrix. 

The lieutenant, fraught with this 
piece of intelligence, watched for an op- 
portunity, and as foon as he perceived 
the commodore’s features a little ut- 
bended from that ferocious contraction 
they had retained fo long, ventured to 


But fhe infifted- 


- inform hima,*that’ Pickle’s fifter lay at. 


the point of death, and that fhe had left 

him a thoufand pounds in Her will.— 
This piece of news overwhelmed him 
with ‘confufion; and Mr. Hatchway. 
imputing his filence to remorfe, refolved 
to take advantage of that favourable mo- 

ment, and counfelled him to go and vi-: - 
fit the poor young woman, who was 
dying: for loveof him. But his admo-: 
nition happened to be fomewhat unfea- 
fonable; for Trunnion no -fooner heard 
hint mention the caufe of her- diforder, 
than his morofity recurring, he burft 
out into a violent fit of curfing, and 
forthwith betook himfelf again to his 
hammock, where he lay uttering, in a 
low growling tone of voice, a repeti- 
tion of oaths and impreprecations, for 
the fpace of four and twenty hours, 
without ceafing. ‘This was a delicious 
meal to the lieutenant; who, eager to 
inhance the pleafure of the entertain- 
ment, and. at the fame time conduce to 
the fuccefs. of the-caufe he had efpoufed, 
invented a ftratagem, the execution of 
which had all the effet he could defire. 
He prevailed upon. Pipes, who was de- 
voted to his fervice, to get upon the top 
of the chimney belonging to the com- 
modore’s chamber, at midnight, and to 
lower down by a rope a bunch of ftink- 
ing whitings, which being performed, 
he put a fpeaking trumpet to his mouth, 
and hollowed down the vent, in a voice 
like thunder, ‘ Trunnion! Trunnion! 
‘ turn out and be fpliced, or he ftill and 
© be damned!" This dreadful note, the 
terror of which was increafed by the fi- 
lence and darkne(s of the night, as well 
as the echo of the paflage through which 
it was conveyed, no fooner reached the 
ears of the aftonifhed commodore, than 
turning his eye towards the place from 
whence this folemn addrefs feemed to 
proceed, he beheld a glittering object 
that vanifhed in an inftant. Juft as his 
fuperftitious fear had improved the ap- 

parition into fome fupernatural meffen- 
ger cloathed in fhining array, his opi- 
nion was confirmed by a fudden explo- 
fion, which he took for thunder, though 
it was no other than the noife of a pifto] 
fired down the chimney by the boat- 
fwain’s mate, according to the inftruc- 
tions he had received ; and he had time 
enough to defcend before he was in any 

danger of being detected by his com- 

mander, who could not for a whole hour 

recollect 
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recollect himfelf from the amazement 
' and confternation which had overpow- 
ered his faculties. 

At length, however, he got up and 
rung his bell with great agitation. He 
repeated the fummons more than once; 
but no regard being paid to this alarm, 
his dread returned with double terror, 
a cold fweat bedewed his limbs, his 
knees knocked together, his hair brift- 
led up, and the remains of his teeth 


‘were fhattered to pieces in the convul-» 


five vibrations of his jaws, 


In the midft of this agony, he made™ 
one defperate effort; and burfting open 
the door of his apartment, bolted into 


Hatchway’s chamber, which happened 
to be on the fame floor. There he found 
the lieutenant ina counterfeit fwoon; 
who pretended to wake from his trance 
3m an ejaculation of ‘ Lord have mercy 
“ uponus! And being queftioned by 
. the terrified commodore with regard to 

-what had happened, affured him he 
had heard the fame voice and clap of 
thunder by which Trurnion himfelf 
had been difcompofed. 

Pipes, whofe turn it was to watch, 
concurred in giving evidence to the fame 
purpofe ; and the commodore not only 
owned that he -had heard the voice, but 
Jikewife communicated his vifion, with 
all the aggravaticn which his difturbed 
fancy fuggelted. : 

A. con{ultation immediately enfued, 
in which Mr. Hatchway very gravely 


obferved, that the finger of God was ! 


plainly perceivable in thofe fignals ; and 
that it would be both finful and fool- 
ish to difregard his commands; efpe- 


cially as the match propofed was, in all_ 


relpeéts, more advantageous than any 
that one of his years and infirmities 
could reafonably expeé; declaring, that 
for his own part he would not endanger 
his foul and body by living one day 
Jonger under the fame roof with a man 
who defpifed the holy will of Heaven; 
and Tom Pipes adhered to the fame 
pious refoluticn. 

Trunnion’s perfeverance could not 
refift the number and diverfity of confi- 
derations that affaulted it; he revolved 
in filence all the oppofite motives that 
occurred to his refiection ; and after hav- 
ing been, to all appearance, bewildered 
iu the labyrinth of his own thoughts, 
he wiped the fweat from his forehead, 
and heaving a piteous groan, yielded to 
their renronfrances in thefe words: 

- 
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© Well, fince it muft be fo, I think 
‘ we muft e’en grapple; but d—n my 
‘ eyes! “tis ad—nd hard cafe that a 
© fellow of my years fhould be compell- 
ed, d’ye fee, to beat up to windward 
all the reft of my life, againft the cur 
rent of his own inclination.’ ; 
This important article being difcuff- 
ed, Mr. Hitchway fet out in the morn- 
ing to vifit the defpairing fhepherdefs, 
and was handfomely rewarded for the 
enlivening tidings with which he bleffed 
her ears. -Sick as fhe was, fhe could not 
help laughing heartily at the contrivance, 
in confequence of whch her fwain’s 
affent had been obtained ; and gave the: 
lieutenant ten guineas for Tom Pipes, 
in confideration of the part he aéted in 
the farce. ; 

In the afternoon the commodore fuf- 
fered himfelf to be conveyed to her 
apartment, like a felon to execution, 
and was received by her in a languifh- 


nan 2 A 


‘ing manner and genteel difhabille, ac- 


companied by her fiter-in law; who . 
was, for very obvious reafons, extreme- 
ly folicitous about her fuccefs. Though 
the lieutenant had tutored him touching 


his behaviour at this interview, he made 


a thoufand wry faces before he could 
pronounce.the ample falutation of How . 
d’ye to his miftrefs ; and after his coun-. 
fellor had urged him with twenty or 
thirty whifpers, to each of which he had 
replied aloud, ‘ D—n your eyes, I 
‘ won't!’ he got up, and halting towards 
the couch on which Mrs. Grizzle re- . 
clined in a ftate of ftrange expectation, 
he feized her hand, and preffed it to his 
lips ; but this piece of gallantry he pers 
formed in fuch a reluétant, uncouth, 


indignant manner, that the nymph had 


need of all her refolution to endure the 
compliment without fhrinking; and he . 
himfelf was fo difconcerted at what he , 
had done, that lie inftantly retired te 
the other end of the room, where he 
fat filent, and broiled with fhame and 
vexation. Mrs. Pickie, like a fenfible 
matron, quitted the place, on pretence 
of going to the nuriery; and Mr. Hatch- . 
way taking the hint, recollected that he 
had left his tobacco-pouch in the par- 
Jour, whither he immediately defcended, 
leaving the two lovers to their mutual 
endearments. Never had the commo- 
dore found himfelf in fuch a difagree- 
able dilemma before. He fat in an 
agony of fufpenfe, as if he every mo- 
ment dreaded the diffolution of nature ; 
and 
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and the imploring fighs of his future 
bride added, if poffible,‘to the pangs 
of his diftrefs. Impatient of his fitua- 
tion, he rolled his eye around in queft 
of fome relief, and unable to contain 
himfelf, exclaimed, ‘ D n feize 
* the fellow and his pouch too! I be- 
« lieve he has fheered off, and left me 
* here in the ftays.” Mrs. Grizzle, who 
could not help taking fome notice of 
this manifeftation of chagrin, lamented 
her unhappy fate in being fo difagree- 
able to him that he could not"put up 
with her company fora few moments 
without repining; and began in very 
tender terms to reproach him with his 
inhumanity and indifference. To this ex- 
poftulation he replied, * Zounds! what 
« would the woman have? Let the par- 
* fon do his office when he wool, here 
* I am, ready to be reevad in the ma- 
“ trimonial block, d’ye fee! and d—n all 
© nonfenfical palaver!’ So faying, he 
retreated, leaving his miftrefs not at all 
difobliged at his plain-dealing. .That 
fame evening the treaty of marriage 
was brought upon the carpet ; and, by 
means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant, 
fettled to the fatisfaction of all parties, 
without the intervention of lawyers, 
whom Mr. Trunnion exprefsly exclud- 
ed from all fhare in the bufinefs; mak- 
ing that condition the indifpenfible pre- 
liminary of the whole agreement. ‘Things 
being brought to this bearing, Mrs. 
Grizzle’s heart dilated with joy; her 
health, which, by the bye, was never 
dangeroufly impaired, fhe recovered as 
if by enchantment; and a day being 
fixed for the nuptials, employed the fhort 
period of her celibacy in chufing orna- 
ments for the celebration of -her entrance 
into the rharried ftate. 


eee mt. VIII. 


PREPARATIONS ARE MADE FOR 
THE COMMODORE’S WEDDING, 
WHICH Is DELAYED BY AN AC- 

* CIDENT THAT HURRIED HIM THE 
LORD KNOWS WHITHER. 7 


HE fame of this extraordinary 

conjunétion fpread all over the 
county ; and on the day appointed for 
their fpoufals, the church was fur- 
rounded with an inconceivable multi- 
tude. The commodore, to give a fpe- 
eimen of his gallantry, bythe advice 
: : - = 4S ang 
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of his friend Hatchway, refolved to ape 
pear on horfeback on the grand occa- 
stion, at the head of all his male attend- 
ants, whom he had rigged with the white 
shirts and black caps formerly: belong- 
ing to his barge’s crew; and he bought 
a couple of hunters for the accommo- 
dation of himfelf and his lieuterfant. 
With this equipage then he fet out from 
the garrifon for the church, after having 
difpatched a meffenger to apprize the 
bride that he and his company were - 
mounted. She got immediately into the 
coach, accompanied by her brother and 
his wife, and drove direétly to the place 
of affignation, where feveral pews were . 
demolifhed, and divers perfons almoft 
preffed to death, by the eagernefs of the 
crowd that broke in to fee the ceremony 
performed. ‘Thus arrived at the altar, 
and the prieft in attendance, they wait- 
ed a'whole half hour for the commo- 
dore, at whofe flownefs they began to 
be under fome apprehenfion, and accord- 
ingly difmiffed a fervant to quicken his 
pace. The valet having rode fomcthing 
more than a mile, efpied the whole troop 
difpofed in a long field, ‘crofling the 
road obliquely, and headed by the bride~- 
groom and his friend Hatchway, who 
finding him(felf hindered by a hedge from 
proceeding farther in the fame direction, 
fired a piftol, and ftood over to the other 
fide, making an obtufe angle with the 
line of his former courfe; and the reft 
of the fquadron followed his example, 
keeping always in the rear of each other, 
like a flight of wild geefe. 

Surprized at this itrange method of 
journeying, the meflenger came up, and 
told the commodore that his lady and 
her company expeéted him in the church, 
where they had tarried a confiderable 
time, and were beginning to be very un- 


_ eafy at his delay ; and therefore defired 


he would proceed with more expedition. 
To this meflage Mr. Trunnion replied, 
‘ Hark ye; brother, don't you fee we 
make all poffible fpeed ? Go back, and 
tell thofe who fent you, that the wind 
has fhifted fince we weighed anchor, 
and that we are obliged to make very 
fhort trips in tacking, by reafon of 
the narrownefs of’the channel; and. 
that as we lie within fix points of the 
wind, they muft make fome allowance 
for variation and lee-way.—-‘ Lord, 
Sir!’ faid the valet, « what occafion 
have you to go zigezag in that map 
ner? Do but clap tpurs to FOUND 
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* and ride ftraight forward, and I'll en- 
© gage you fhall be at the church porch 
© in lefs than a quarter of an hour.’— 
€ What! right in the wind’s eye?” an- 
fwered the commander. ‘¢ Ahey, bro- 
€ ther! where did you learn your navi- 
* gation? Hawfer ‘Trunnion is not to 
€be'taught, at this time of day, how 
* to lie his courfe, or keep his own 
* reckoning. And as for you, brother, 
© you beft know the trim of your own 
* trigate.” The courier finding he had 
to do with people who would not be 
eafily perfuaded out of their own opi- 
nions, returned to the temple, and made 
a report of what he had feen and heard, 
to the no {mall confolation of the bride, 
who had begun to difcover fome. figns 
of difquiet. Compofed, however, by 
this piece of catélligence, fhe exerted 
her patience for the {pace of another 
half hour, during which period feeing 
no bridegroom arrive, fhe was exceed- 
ingly alarmed ; fo that.all the fpeétators 
_ could eafily perceive her perturbation, 
which manifefted itfelf in frequent pal- 
pitations, heart-heavings, and altera- 
tions of countenance, in fpite of the af- 
fiftance of a fmelling-bottle, which fhe 
inceffantly applied to her noftrils. 
Various were the ‘conjectures of the 
company on this occafion : fome ima- 
gined he had miftaken the place of ren- 
dezvous, as he had never been at church 
fince he firft fettled in that parifh ; others 
believed he had met with fome accident, 
in confequence of which his attendants 
had carried him back to his own houfe ; 
and a third fet, in which the bride her- 
felf was thought to be comprehended, 
could not help fufpecting that the com- 
modore had changed his mind. But all 
thefe fuppofitions, ingenious as they 
were, happened to be wide of the true 
caufe that detained him, which was no 
other than this : the commodore and his 
crew had, by dint of turning, almoft 
weathered the parfon’s houie that ftood. 
to windward of the church, when the 
notes of a pack of hounds unluckily 
reached the ears of the two hunters which 
Trunnion and the lieutenant beftrode, 
Thefe fleet animals no fooner heard the 
enlivening found, than eager for the 
chace, they fprung away all of a fud- 
den, and trained every nerve. to paitake 
of the fport, flew acrof$ the fields with 
incredible {peed, over-leaped hedges and 
ditches, and every thing in their wey, 
without the lea’ regard ta their unfor- 
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tunate riders. The lieutenant, whofe 
fteed had got the heels of the other, 
finding it would be great folly and pre- 
fumption in him to pretend to keep the 
faddle with his wooden leg, very wifely 
took the opportunity of throwing him- 
felf off in his paflage through a field of 
rich clover, among which he lay at his 
eafe; and feeing his captain advancing 
at full gallop, hailed him with the falu- 
tation of * What chear? ho!’ The 
commodore, who was in infinite diftrefs, 
eyeing him afkance as he paffed, re- 
plied with a faultering voice, «O, d—n _- 
¢ you! you are fafe at ancher; I with 
© to God I were as faft moored.” Ne- 
verthelefs, confcious of his difabled heel, 
he would not venture to try the experi- 
ment which had fucceeded fo well with 
Hatchway, but refolved to ftick as clofe 
as poffible to his horfe’s back, uutil Pro« 
vidence fhould interpofe in his behalf. 
With this view he dropped his whip, and 
with his right-hand laid faft held on the 
pummel, contra¢éting every mufcle in 
his body to fecure himfelf in his feat, 
and grinning motft formidably, im con- 
fequence of this exertion. In this at- 
titude he was hurried on a confiderable 
way, when all ona fudden his view was 
comforted by a five-bar gate that ap- 
peared before him, as he never doubt- 


ed that there the career of his hunter . . 


muft neceffarily end. But, alas! he 
reckoned without his hoft; far from 
halting at this obftruétion, the horfe 
{prung over it with amazing agility, to 
the utter confufion and diforder of his 
owner, who loft his hat and periwig in 
the leap, and now began to think in 
good earneit, that he was actually mount- 
ed on the back of the devil. He recom- 
mended himfelfteGod, his reflection for- 
fook him, his eye-fight and all his other 
fenfes failed, he quitted the reins, and 
fattening by inftinét on the mane, was 
in this condition conveyed into the midft 
of the fportfhien, who were aftonifhed 


‘at the fight of fach an apparition. Nei- 


ther was their furprize to be wondered 
at, if we reflect on the figure that pre- 
fented itfelf to their view.. The com- 
modore’s perfon was at all times an ob- 
ject of admiration; much more fo on 
this occafion, when every. fingularity 
was aggragated by the circumitances of 
his drets and difatter. 

He had put on in hanour of his nup- 
tials his beit coat of blue broad-cloth, 
cut bya taylor of Ramfgate, and trim- 

med 


} 


med with five dozen: of brafs buttons 
large and {mall; his breeches were of 
the fume piece, faitened at the knees 
with large bunches of tape; his waift- 


coat was of red plufh lapelled with green . 


velvet, and garnifhed with vellum holes ; 
his boots bore an infinite refemblance 
both in colour and fhape to a pair of 
leather buckets; his fhoulder was graced 
with a broad buff belt, from whence de- 
pended a huge hanger with a hilt like 
that of a backfword; and on each fide 
of his pummel appeared a rufty piftol 
rammed in a cafe covered with a bear- 
fkin. The lofs of his tie-periwig and 
laced hat, which were curiofities of the 
kind, did not at ail contribute to the 
improvement of the picture, but on the 
contrary, by exhibiting his bald pate, 
and the natural extenfion of his lant- 
horn-jaws, added to the peculiarity and 
extravagance of, the whole. Such a 
fpeftacle could not have failed of divert- 
ing the whole company from the chace, 
had his horfe thought proper to purfue 
a different route, but the bealt was too 
keen a fporter to chufe any other way 
than that which the ftag followed; and 
therefore, without ftopping to gratify 
the curiofity of the fpeétators, he in a 
few minutes outftripped every hunter 
inthe field. There being a deep hollow 
way betwixt him and the hounds, ra- 
ther than ride round about the length 
of a furlong toa path that croffed the 
lane, he tranf{ported himfelf at one 
jump, to the unfpeakable aftonifhment 
and terror of a waggoner who chanced 
to be underneath, and faw this pheno- 
menon fly over his carriage. This was 
not the only adventure he atchieved. 
The ftag having taken a deep river that 
lay in his way, every man directed his 
courfe to a bridge in the neighbourhood ; 
but our bridegroom’s courfer defpifing 
all fuch conveniences, plunged into the 
ftream without hefitation, and fwam in 
a twinkling to the oppofite fhore. This 
fudden immerfion into an element of 
which Trunnion was properly a native, 
in all probability helped to recruit the 
exhautted {pirits of his rider, who at 
his landing on the other fide gave fome 
tokens of fenfation, by hallooing aloud 


for affiftance, which he could not pof-_ 


fibly receive, béecaute his horfe ftill main- 
tained the advantage he had gained, and 
would not allow himfelf to be overtaken. 

In fhert, after a long chace that la(t- 
ed feveral howrs, and extended to a do- 
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zen miles at leaft, he was the firftin at 
the death of the deer, being feconded by 
the lieutenant’s gelding, which, afuated 
by the fame fpirit, had, without a rider, 
followed his companicgn’s example. —_, 

Our bridegroom finding. himfelf at 
Jatt brought up, or, in other words, at 
the end of his career, took the opportiis 
nity of this firft paufe to defire the huntf- 
men would-lend him a hand in dif. 
mounting ; and was by their conde- 
{cenfion [afely placed on the grafs, where 

‘he fat ftaring at the company as they 
came in, with fuch wildnefe of aftonifh-~ 
ment in his looks, as if he had been 
a creature of another fpecies, dropped 
among them from the clouds. 

~Before they had flefhed the. hounds, 
however, he recolle&ted himfelf, and 
feeing one of the fport{men take a {mall 
flatk out-of his pocket and apply it te 
his mouth, judged the cordial to be no 
other than neat Coniac, which it really 
was; and exprefling a defire of partici- 
pation, was immediately accommodated 
with a moderate dofe, which periedtly 
compleated his recovery. 

By this time he and his two horfes 
had engroffed the attention of the whole 
crowd: while fome admired the elegant 
proportion and uncommon fpirit of the 
two animals, the reft contemplated the 
furprizing appearance of their matfter, 
whom before they had only feen ex ba 
fant; and at length, one of the gentle- 
men accofting him very courtcoufly, 
fignified his wonder at feeing him in ° 


‘fach an equipage, and afked if he had 


not dropped his companion by the way. 
‘ Why, look ye, brother,’ replied the 
commodore, ‘ mayhap you think me 
‘ an odd fort of a fellow, fecing me in 
this trim, edpecially as I have loit part 
of my rigging; but this here is the 
cafe, d’ye fee: I' weighed anchor from 
my own houfe this morning at ten 
A. M. with fair weather, and a fa- 
vourable breeze at S.S.E. being 
bound to the next church on the voyage 
of matrimony; but howfomever, we 
had not rén down a quarter of a 
league, when the wind fhifting, blow- 
ed direétly in our teeth; fo that we. 
were forced to tack all the way, d'ye 
fee, and had almioit beat up within fight 
of the port, when thefe fons of bitches 
of horfes, .which I had bought but 
two days before, (for my own part, I 
believe they are devils incarnate) luffed 
round imatrice, and then refufing the 
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helm, drove away like lightning with 
me and my lieutenant, who foon came 
to anchor in an exceeding good birth. 
As for my own part, I have heen 
carried over rocks, and flats, and 
quick-fands ; among which I have 
pitched away a {pecial good tie-periwig, 
and an ‘iron-bound hat; and at laft, 
thank God! am got into fimooth wa- 
ter and fafe ridinz: but if ever I ven- 
ture my carcafe ace fuch a hare-~ 
’um-fcare’um blood of a bitch again, 
my name is not Hawfer Truunton, 
“d—n my eyes!” 

One of the company, ftruck with this 
riame, which he had often heard, im- 
mediately laid hold on his declaration 
at the clofe of this fingular account ; 
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and obferving that his horfes were very . 


vicious, afked how he intended to re- 
turn. * As for that matter,’ replied 


Mr. Trunnion, ‘ I am refolved to hire a~ 


* fledge, or waggon, or fuch a thing as 
© a jack-afs; for I'll be d—n‘d if ever I 
crofs the back of a horfe again.’— 
And what do you propofe to do with 


tay 


yme A 


ng to the hunters, ¢ they feem to have. 
“fome miettle; but then they are mere 
© colts, and will take the devil and all of 
‘*breaking. Methinks this hinder one 
“is fhoulder-flipped.‘-—* Damn them !’ 
cried ‘the commodore, * [with both their 
S necks were broke, thof the two coft 
« me forty good yellow-boys.’—* Forty 
“ puineas!” exclaimed the ftranger, who 
was a {quire and a jocky, as well as owner 
of the pack; ‘ Lord! Lord! howa man 


ts 
¢ 


‘ 


tle are clum{fy enough to go to plough: 
© mind what a flat counter; do but ob- 
‘ ferve how fharp this here one is in the 
‘ withers: then he’s fired in the farther 
© fetlock.” In fhort, this connoiffeur 
‘in horfe-flefh, having difcovered in them 
all the defeéts which can poffibly be 
found in that fpecies of animals, offered 
to give ‘him ten guineas for the two, fay - 
ing, he would convert them into beatts 
of burden. ‘The owner, who (after 
what had happened) was very well dif- 
pofed to liften to any thing that was faid 
to their prejudice, implicitly believed 
the truth of the ftranger’s affeverations, 
difcharged a furious. volley of oaths 
againft the rafcal who had taken Him 
in, and forthwith flruck a bargain with 
the quire, who paid him inftantly for his 


thefe.creatures?* faid the other, point-" - 


may beimpofed upon! Why, thefe cat- - 


e 


purchafe; in confequence of which he won _ 


. the plate at the next Canterbury races. 
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This affair being tranfa&ed to thé 
mutual fatisfaction of both parties, as 
well as to the general entertainment of 
the company, who laughed in their 
fleeves at the dexterity of their friend, 
Trunnion was fet upon the {quire’s own 
horfe, and .led by his fervant in the 


midft of this cavalcade, which proceed 


éed to a neighbouring village, whcre 
they had befpoke dinner, and where our 
bridegroom found means to provide him- 
felf with another hat and wig. With 
regard to his marriage, he bore his dif- 


‘. appointment with the temper of a phi- 


lotopher; and the exercife he’ had un- 
dergone having quickened his appetite, 
fat down at table in the midft of his 
new acquaintance, making a very hearty 
meal, and moiftening every morfe] with 
adraught of the ale, which he found 
very much to his fatisfa€tion. 


CHAP. IX, 

HE IS FOUND BY ‘THE LIEUTER- 
NANT; RECONDUCTED TO HIS 
OWN HOUSE; MARRIED TO MRS. 
“GRIZZLE, WHO MEETS WITH A 
SMALL MISFORTUNE IN THE 
NIGHT, AND ASSERTS. HER PRE- 
ROGATIVE NEXT MORNING: IN 
CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH HER 
HUSBAND’S EYE 18 ENDANGER-~ 
ED. 23 


EANWHILE, Lieutenant 
Hatchway made fhift to hobble 
to the church, where he informed the 
company of what had happened to the 
commodore; and the bride behaved with 
great decency on the occafion; for, as 
foon as fhe underftood the danger to 
which her future hufpand was expofed, 
fhe fainted in the arms of her filter-in- 
law, to the furprize of all the fpeftators, 
who could not comprehend the caufe of 
her diforder; and when fle was recover- 
ed by the application of finelling- bottles, 
earneftly begged that Mr. Hatchway and 
Tom Pipes would take her brother’s 
coach, and go in quett of their com- 
mander, . : 
‘Vhis_tafs they readily uhdertook, 
being efcorted by all the reft-of his ad- 
herents on horteback; while the bride 
and her friends were invited to the par- 
fun s houfe, and the ceremony deferred 
till another occafion. 
The Ncutenant, fteering his courfe as 
pear 
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fear the line of direction in which 
Trunnion went off, as the coach-road 
would permit, got intelligence of his 
track from one farm-houfe to another ; 
for fuch an apparition could not fail of 
attracting particular notice; and one of 
the horfemen having picked up his hat 
and wig in a bye-path, the whole troop 
entered the village where he was lodged 
abdut four o’clock in the afternoon. 
When they underftood he was fafely 
houfed at the George, they rode up to 
the door in a body, and expreffed their 
fatisfaction in three chears; which were 
returned by the company within, as foon 
as they were inftruted in the nature of 
the falute by Trunnion, who by this 
time had entered into all the jollity of 
his new friends, and was indeed more 
than half feas over. The lieutenant 
was introduced to all prefent as his 


{worn brother, and had fomething toffed - 


up for his dinner. ‘Tom Pipes and the 
crew were regaled in another room; and 
a frefh pair of horfes being put to the 
coach, about fix in the evening the com- 
modore, with all his attendants, de- 
parted for the garrifon, after having 
fhook hands with every individual in 
the houfe. 

Without any farther accident he was 
conveyed in fafety to his own gate be- 
fore nine, and committed to the care of 
Pipes, who carried him inftantly to his 
hammock, while the lieutenant was 
driven away to-the place where the bride 
and her friends remained with great 
anxiety, which vanifhed when he affured 
them that his commodore was fafe, be- 
ing fucceeded by abundance of mirth 
and pleafantry at the account he gave of 
Trunnion’s adventure. ~ . 

Another day was fixed for the nup- 
tials ; and in order to baulk the curtoli- 
ty of idle people, which had given great 
offence, the parfon was prevailed upon 
to perform the ceremony in the garrifon, 
which all that day was adorned with 


flags and pendants difplayed, and ‘at . 


night illuminated by the direétion of 
Hatchway, who alfo ordered the pate- 
raroes to be fired as foon as the marriage- 
knot was tied. Neither were the other 
parts of the entertainment neglected by 
this ingentous contriver, who produced 
undeniable proofs of his elegance and 
art in the wedding fupper, which had 
been committed to his management and 
direction. 
entirely compofed of {ea difhes ; a huge 


f 


This genial banquet was, 


e7 
pillaw, confifting of a large piece of 
beef fliced, a couple of fowls, and half 
a peck of rice, fmoaked in the middle 
of the board: a dith of hard fith fwim- 
ming in oil, appeared at each end, the 
fides being furnifhed with a mefs of that 
favoury compofition known by the name 
of lob’s courfe, and a plate of falma- 
gundy. The fecond courfe difplayed a 
geofe of a mon{trous magnitude, firs 
ed with two Guinea-hens, a pig barba- 
cued, an hock of {alt pork in the midft 
of a peas pudding, a leg of mutton 


ed with yams.~ The third fervice was 
made up of a loin of frefh pork with 
apple-fauce, a kid {mothered with oni- 
ons, and a terrapin baked in the fhell; 
and lait of all, a prodigious fea-pye was 
prefented, with an infinite volume of 
pancakes and fritters. ‘hat every thing 
might be an{werable to the magnificence 
of this delicate feaft, he had provided vaft 
quantities of {trong beer. flip, rumbo, 
and burnt brandy, with plenty of Bar- 
badoes water for the ladies; and hired 
all the fiddles within fix miles, who 
with the addition of a drum, -bagpipe, 


and Welch-harp, regaled the guefts with 


a moft melodious concert. 

The company, who were not at 
all exceptious, feemed extremely well 
pleafed with every particular®f the en- 
tertainment; and the evening being 
fpent in the moft focial inanner, the 
bride was by her fifter conduéted to her 
apartment, where, however, a trifling 
cireumttance had like to have deftroyed 
the harmony which had been hitherto 
maintained. - 

I have already obferved, that there 
was not one ftanding bed within the 
walls; therefore, the reader wil] not 
wonder that Mrs. Trunnion was out of 
humour, when fhe found herfelf under 
the neceffity of being confined with her 
fpoufe in a hammock, which, though 
enlarged with a double portion of can- 
vas, and dilated with a yoke for the oc» 
cafion, was at belt but a difagreeable, 
not to fay dangerous fituation. She ac- 
cordingly complained with fome warmth 
of this inconvenience, which fhe imputed 
to difrefpeé&t, and at firft abfolutely re- 
fufed to put up with the expedient: but 
Mrs. Pickle foon brought her to reafon 
and compliance, by obferving, that one 
night would foon be elapfed, and next 
day fhe might regulate her own cecone- 
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. roafted with potatoes, and another boil- 
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Thus perfuaded, fhe ventured into the 
vehicle, and was vifited by her hufband 
in lefs than an hour, the company being 
departed to their own homes, and the 
garrifon left to the command of his lieu- 
tenant and mate. But it feems the 
hooks that fupported this {winging couch 
were not calculated for the addition of 
weight which they were now deftined 
to bear; and therefore gave way in 
the middle of the night, to the no {mall 
terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiv- 
ing herfelf falling, {creamed aloud, and 
by that exclamation brought Hatchway, 
with alight, into the chamber. Though 
fhe had received no injury by. the fall, 
fhe was extremely difcompofed and in- 
cenfed at the accident, which the even 
epenly afcribed to the obftinacy and 
whimfical oddity of the commodore in 
fuch petulant terms, as evidently declar- 
ed that fhe thought her great aim ac- 


complifhed, and her authority sek 
“S 


again{t all the fhocks of fortune. 
deed, her bed-fellow feemed to be of the 
fame opinion, by his tacit refignation ; 
for he made no reply to her infinuations, 
but with a moft vinegar afpect crawled 
out of his neft, and betook himfelf to 
reft in another apartment, while his ir- 
ritated {poufe difmiffed the lieutenant, 
cand from the wreck of the hammock 
made an occafional bed for herfelf on 
the floor, fully determined to provide bet- 
ter accommodation for the next night’s 
ledging. -- ’ 
* Having no inclination to fleep, her 
thoughts during the remaining part of 
the night were engroffed by a {cheme of 
yeformation fhe was refolved to execute 
in the family; and no fooner did the 
firt lark bid falutation to the morn, 
than ftarting from her humble couch, 


and huddling on her cloaths, the fallied 


from her chamber, explored her way 
through paths before unknown, and in 
the courfe of her refearches perceived a 
large bell, to which fhe made fuch ef- 
feétual application as alarmed every foul 
in the family. In’a moment fhe was 
furrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and 
all the reft of the fervants half dreffed ; 
but feeing none of the feminine gender 
appear, fhe began to ftorm at the floth 
and lazinefs of the maids, who, flie ob- 
ferved, ought to have been at work an 
hour at leaft before fhe called; and then, 
for the firft time, underftood that no 
woman was permitted to fleep within the 


walls, 
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She did not fail to exclaim againft 
this regulation ; and being informed that 
the cook and chainbermaid lodged in a 
fmall ofice-houfe that ftood without the 
gate, ordered the draw- bridge to be let 
down, and in perfon beat up their quar- 
ters, commanding them forthwith to fet, 
about fcouring the rooms, which had 
not been hitherto kept in a very decent 
condition, while two men were imme- 
diately employed to tranfport the bed 
on which fhe ufed to lie from her bro- 
ther’s houfe to her new habitation; fo' 
that, in lefs than two hours, the whole 
ceconomy of -the garrifon was turned 
topfy-turvy, and every thing involved in . 
tumult and noife. Trunnion being dif- 
turbed and diftraéted with the uproar, 
turned out in his fhirt like a maniack, 
and arming him{elf with a cudgel of 
crab-tree, made an irruption into his 
wife’s apartment, where perceiving a 
couple of carpenters at work, in joining 
a bedftead, he, with many dreadful oaths 
and opprobrious invectives, orderedthem 
to defilt, fwearing, he would fuffer no 
bulk-heads nor hurricane houfes to ftand 
where he was mafter; but finding his 
remonftrances difregarded by thefe me- 
chanicks, who believed him to be fome 
madman belonging to the family, who 
had broke from his confinement, he af- 
faulted them. both with great fury and 
indignation, and was handled fe rough- 
ly in the encounter, that in a very fhort 
time he meafured his length on the floor, 
in confequence of a blow that he received 
from a hanimer, by which the fight of 
his remaining eye was grievoufly endan- 

ered. * 

: Having thus reduced hin: to a flate of 
fubjection, they refolved to fecure him 
with cords, and were aétually bufy in 
adjuftine his fetters, when he was ex- 
empted from the difgrace by the acci- 
dental entrance of his fpoufe, who ref- 
cued lim from the hands of his adver- 
faries; and, in the midft of her condo- 
Jence, imputed his misfortune to the in- 
confiderate roughnels of his own difpos 
{ition. 

He breathed nothing but revenge, and 
made fome efforts to chaftifethe infolence 
of the workmen ; who, as foon as they 
underftood his quality, afked forgivenefs 
for what they had done with great hu- 
mility, protefting that they did not know 
he was matter of the houfe. But, far 
from being fatisfied with this apology, 
he groped about for the bell, (the in- 
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flammation of his eye having utterly de- 
prived him of fight) and the rope being, 
by the precaution of the delinquents, 
conveyed out of his reach, began to 
ftorm with incredible vociferation, like 
a lion roaring in the toil, pouring, forth 
innumerable oaths and execrations, and 


s 


ad 
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that he muft leave the management of 


, every thing within doors to her, who 


calling by.name Hatchway and Pipes, / 


who being within hearing, obeyed the 
extraordinary fammons, and: were or- 
dered to put the carpenters in irons, for 
having audacioufly affaulted him in his 
own houfe. ; 

His myrmidons feeing he had been 
evil-intreated, were exafperated at the 
infult:he had fuffered, which they con- 
fidered as an affront upon the dignity of 
the garrifon; the more fo, as the muti- 
neers feemed to put themfelves ina pof- 
ture of defence, and fet their authority 
at defiance: they therefore unfheathed 
their cutlaffes, which they commonly 


wore as badges of their commiffion; and - 


a defperate engagement, in all probabi- 
lity, would have enfued, had not the 


Jady of the caftle interpofed, and pre-: 


vented the effects of their animofity, by 
affuring the lieutenant that the commo- 
dore had been the aggreffor; and that the 
workmen, finding themfelves attackedin 
fuch an extraordinary manner, by a per- 
fon whom they did not know, were 
obliged to aét in their own defence, ‘by 
which he had received that unlucky con- 
tufion. 4 
Mr. Hatchway no fooner learned the 
fentiments of Mrs. Trunnion, than 
fheathing his indignation, he told the 
commodore he thould always be ready 
to execute his lawful commands; but 
that he could not in confcience be con- 
cerned in oppreffing poor people who had 
been guilty of no offence. - 
This unexpected deciaration, toge- 
ther with the behaviour of his wife, who 
in his hearing defired the carpenters to 
refume their work, filled the breaft of 
Trunnion with rage and mortification. 
He pulled off his woollen night-cap, 
pummelled his bare pate, beat the floor 
alternately with his feet, {wore his peo- 
ple had betrayed him, and curfed him- 
felf tq the loweft pit of hell, for having 
admitted fuch a cockatrice into his fa- 
mily. But all thefe exclamations did 
not avail; they were among the laft 
effays of his refiftance to the will of his 
wife, whofe influence among his adhe- 
rents had already {wallowed up his own; 
and who now peremptorily told him, 


é 
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underftood beft what was for his honour 
and advantage. She then ordered a 
poultice to be prepared for his eye, which 
being applied, he was committed to the 


care of Pipes, by whom he was led about 


the houfe like a blind bear growling for 
prey, while his induttrious yoke-fellow 
executed every circumftance of the plan 
fhe had projected; fo that, when he reco- 
vered his. vifion, he was an utter ftranger 
in his own houfe. 


‘ 


CHAP. x. 


THE COMMODORE BEING IN SOME 
CASES RESTIF, HIS LADY HAs 
RECOURSE TO ARTIFICE IN 
THE ESTABLISHMENT ‘OF HER 
THRONE, SHE EXHIBITS SYMP- 
TOMS OF PREGNANCY, TO THE 
UNSPEAKABLE JOY OF TRUN- 
NION, WHO NEVERTHELESS Is 

| BAULKED IN HIS EXPECTATION. 

HESE innovations were not ef+ 
feéted without many loud objec- 
tions on his'part; and divers curious 


dialogues paffed between him and his “ 


yoke-fellaw, who always came off vic- 
torious from the difpute; infomuch that 
his countenance gradually fell; he began 
to fupprefs, and at length entirely de- 


voured his chagrin: the terrors of fupe-. 


rior authority were plaiily perceivable 
im his features, and in lefs than three 
months he became a thorough paced, 
hufband. Not that his obftinacy was 
extinguifhed, though overcome} in fome 
things he was as inflexible and mulith 
as ever,-but then he durft not kick fo 
openly, and was reduced to the neceflity 
of being paflive in his refentments.—— 
Mrs. Trunnion, for example, propofed 
that a coach and fix fhould be purchafed, 
as fhe could not ride on horfeback, and 
the chaife was a fcandalous carriage for 
a perfon of her condition; the commo- 
dore, confcious ef his own inferior ca- 
pacity in point of reafoning, did not 
think proper to difpute the propofal, but 
lent a deaf ear to her repeated remon- 
ftrances, though they were enforced with 
every argument which fhe thought could 
foothe, terrify, fhame, or decoy him inte 
compliance: in vain did fhe urge the 
excefs of affection fhe had for him, as 
meriting fome return of tenderne{s and 

7. ‘ condefcenfion ; 
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condefcenfion ;. he was ven proof againft 
certain menacing hints fhe gave, touch- 
ing the refentment of a flighted woman; 
and he food out againft all the-confide- 
rations of dignity or difgrace, like a 
bulwark of brafs. Neither was he mov- 
ed to any indecent ar unkind expreffions 
of contradictidn, even when fhe up- 
braided him with his fordid difpofition, 
and put him in mind of the fortune and 
honour he had acquired by his marriage; 
but, feemed to retire within himfelf, like 
a tortoife when attacked, that fhrinks 
within it’s fhell, and filently endured 
the feourge of her. reproaches, without 
feeming fenfible of the fmart. 


This, however, was the only point in’ 


which fhe had been bafiled fince her nup- 
tials; and as fhe could by no means 
digeit the mifcarriage, fhe tortured her 
invention for fome new plan, by which 
the might augment her influence and 
authority: what her genius refufed, was 
fupplied by accident ; for fhe had not 
lived four months in the garrifon, when 
fhe was feized with frequent qualms and 
reaching ; her breafts began to harden, 
and her ftomach to be remarkably pro- 
minent: in a word, fhe congratulated 
herfelf on the fymptoms of her own fer- 
tility, and the commodore was tran- 
fported with joy at the profpect of an 
heir of his own begetting. d 
She knew this was the proper feafon 
fer vindicating hey own fovereignty, 
and accordingly cmployed the means 
which nature had put in her power. 
‘There was not a rare piece of furniture 
and apparel for which fhe did not long; 
and one day as fhe went to church, fee- 
ing Lady. Stately’s equipage arrive, the 
fuddenly fainted away. Her hufband, 
whofe vanity had never’ been fo perfectly 
gratified ag with this promifed” harveit 
of his own fewing, tock the alarm im- 
mediztely ; and, in order to prevent re- 
lapfes of that kind, which might be at- 
jpges with fatal confequences to his 
ope, gave her leave to-befpeak a coach, 
horfes, and liveries, to her own liking, 
Thus authorized, fhe, in a very little 
time, exhibited fuch a fpecimen of her 
own tafte and magnificence, as afforded 
fpeculation to.the whole county, and 
made Trunnion’s heart quake within 
him, becaufe he forcfaw no limits to her 
extravagance, which alfo manifefted it- 
felf in the moft expenfive preparations 
for her lying-in. 
' Eler pride, which had hitherto regard- 
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ed the reprefentative cf her father’s heufey 
feemed now to lofe all that hereditary re- 
fpeét, and prompt her to outfhine and un- 
der value the elder branch of her family. 
She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with a fort 
of civil referve, that unplied a conf{cious 
fuperiority; and an emulation,.in pomt 
of grandeur, immediately commenced 
between the two filters. She every day 
communicated her importance to the 
whole parifh, under pretence of taking 


the airin her coach, and endeavoured > 


to extend her acquaintance among peo- 
ple of fafhion. Nor was this an under- . 
taking attended with great difficulty ; 
for ail perfons whatever, capable of 
maintaining a certain appearance, will ~ 
always find admiflion into what is call- 
ed the beft company, and -be rated in 
point of character according to their 
own valuation, without fubjecting their 
pretenfions to the fmalleft doubt or ex- 
aimination. In all her vifits and par~ 
ties, fhe ferzed every opportunity of de- 
claring her prefent conuition; obferving 
that. fhe was forbid by her phyficians 
to tafte fuch a pickle, and that fuch a 
dith was poifon to. a woman in her way: 
nay, where the was ona footing of fa- 
miliarity, fhe affeéted to make wry faces, 
and complained. that the young rogue 
began to be very unruly, writhing her- 
felf into_divers contoitiens, as if fhe 
had been grievoully incommoded by 
the mettle of this future Trunnion, 
The hutband himfelf did not behave 
with all the moderation that might have 
been expected: at the club he frequent- 
ly. mentioned this cireumftance of his 


Own vigour, as a pretty fuccefsful feat 


to be performed by an old fellow of - 
fifty-five; and confirmed the opinion 
of his ftrength by redoubled {queezes 
of the landiord’s hand, which never 
failed of extorting a fatisfa&tory certifi. 
cate of his might. When his com- 
panions drank to the Haus en kelder, or * 
Jack in the low cellar, he could nog 
help difplaying an extraordinary com- 
placence of countenance, and fignified 
his intention of fending the young dog 
to fea, as foon as he fhould be able to 
carry a cartridge, in hopes of feeing hin 
an officer before his own death. 5 
This hope helped to confale him un- 
der the extraordinary expence to which 
he was expofed by the profufion of his 
wife ; efpecially when he confidered, 
that his compliance with her prodigality 
would be limited to the expiration of the 
a Ring 
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nine months, of which the beft part was 
‘by this time elapfed; yet, in f{pite of 
all this philofophical refignation, her 
fancy fometimes foared to fuch a ridi- 
culous and intolerable pitch of infolence 
and abfurdity, that his temper forfook 
him, and he could not help wifhing in 
fecret, that her pride might be confound - 
ed in the diffipation of her moft flat- 
tering hopes, even though he himfelf 
fhould be a principal fufferer by the 
difappointment. ‘Thefle, however, were 
no other than the fuggeftions of tem-, 
porary difgufts, that commonly fub- 
fided as fuddenly as they arofe, and ne- 
ver gave the leaft difturbance to the per- 
fon who infpired therm, becaufe he took 
care to conceal them carefully fram her 
knowledge. 
Meanwhile fhe happily advanced in 
her reckoning, with the promife of a 
favourable iffue; the term of her com- 
putation expired, and in the middle of 
the night fhe was vifited by certain 
warnings that feemed to befpeak the ap- 
proach of the critical moment. The 
commodore got up with great alacrity, 
and called the midwife, who had been 
feveral days in the houle; the goffips 
were immediately fummoned, and the 
moft. interefting expectations prevailed : 
but the fymptoms of labour gradually 
vanifhed; and, as the matrons fagely 
obferved, this was nomore than a falfe 
alarm., : 
Two nights after, they received a fe- 
cond intimation ; and, as fhe was fen- 
fibly diminifhed in the waift, every: 
thing was fwppofed to be in a fair way ; 
yet this vifitation was not more gon- 
clufive than the former; her pains wore 
off in f{pite“of all her endeavours to en- 
courage them; and the good women be- 
took theinfelvesto their re{pective homes, 
in expeétation of finding the third at- 
tack decifive, alluding to the well-known 
maxim, that zuseber three is always for- 
‘tanate. For once, however, this apo- 
thegem failed; the next call was alto- 
gether as ineffectual as the former; and 
moreover attended with a-phenomenon 
which to them was equally ftrange and 
inexplicable : this was no other than 
fach a reduction in the fize of Mrs. 


Trunnion as might have been expected | 


after the birth of a full-grown child. 
Startled at fuch an unaccountable event, 
they fat in clofe divan; and concluding 
that the cafe was in all refpects unna- 
sural and prodigious, defred that a mef- 
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fenger might be immediately difpatched 
for fome male practitioner in the art of 
midwifery. 

~The commodore, without gueffing 
the caufe of their perplexity, ordered 
Pipes immediately on this piece of duty 
and in lefs than two hours they were 
affifted by the advice of a furgeon of the 
neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed, 
that ‘the patient had never been with 
child. This affeveration was like a clap 
of thunder to Mr. Trunnion, who had 
been, duringeight whole daysand nights, 
in continual expectation of being hailed 
with, the appellation of father. 

After fome recollection, he fwore the 
furgeon was an ignorant fellow, and 
that he would not take his word for 

~what he advanced ; being comforted and 
confirmed in-his want of faith by the 
infinuations of the midwife, who ftill 
perfitted to feed Mrs. Trunnion with 
hopes of a fpeedy and fafe delivery; ob- 
ferving, that fhe had ‘been concerned in 
many a cafe of the fame nature, where 
a ‘fine child was found, even. after all 

' figns of the mother’s pregnancy had dif- 
appeared. Every.twig of hope, how 
flender foever, jt may be, is eagerly 
caught. hold om by people. who find 
themfelves in danger of being difap- 
pointed, To every queftion propofed 
by her to the lady, with the preambles 
of © Han’t you?’ or § Don’t you?” aa 
anfwer was made in the afhirmative, 
whether agreeable to truth or not; be- 
caufe the refpondent could not find in 
her heart to.difown any fymptom that 
might favour the notion fhe had fo long 
indulged. 

This experienced proficient in the ob- 
itetrick art was therefore kept in clofe 
attendance for the {pace of three weeks, 
during which the patient had feveral 
returns of what the pleafed herfelf with 
believing to be labour-pains: till at 
length fhe and her hufband became the 
ftanding joke of the parifh; aud this 
infatuated couple could’ {carce be pre- 
vailed upon to part with their hopes, 
even when fhe appeared as lank as a 
greyhound, and they were furnithed 
with other unqueftionable proots of their 
having been deceived. But they could 
not for ever remain under the influence 
of this fweet deluiion; which at laf 
faded’ away, and was fucceeded by a 
paroxifm of fhame and confufion, that 
kept the hufband within doors for the 
{pace Of a whele fortnight, and tes 
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fined his lady to her bed for a‘feries of 
weeks, during which fhe fuffered all 
the anguifh of the moft intenfe mortifi- 
cation; yet even this was fubdued by 
the lenient hand of time. " 

The firtt refpite from her chagrin was 
employed in the firiét difcharge of what 
are called the duties of religion, which 
fhe performed with the moft rancorous 
feverity ; fetting on foot a perfecution 
am her own family, that made the houfe 
too hot for all the menial fervants; even 
ruffied the almoft mvincible indifference 
of Tom Pipes, haraffed the commo- 
dore himfelf out of all patience, and 
fpared no. individual but Lieutenant 
Hatchway, whom fhe never ventured to 
ditoblige. 


CHAP. XL 


MRS.TRUNNION ERECTS A TYRAN- 
NY IN THE. GARRISON, WHILE 


HER HUSBAND CONCEIVES ANAF-. 


' FECTION FOR HIS NEPHEW PER- 

RY, WHO MANIFESTS A PECU- 
_ LIARITY OF DISPOSITION EVEN 
_ IN HIS TENDER YEARS. , 


AVING exercifed herfelf three 
months in fuch pious amufements, 
fhe appeared again in the world; but 
er misfortune had made fuch an im- 
geet on her mind, that fhe could not 
ear the fight of a child, and trembled 
whenever the converfation happened to 
turn upon a chriftening. Her temper, 
which was naturally none of the fweet- 
eft, feemed to have imbibed a double 
proportion of fouring from, her difap- 
pointment; of confequence, her com- 
pany was not much coveted, and fhe 
tound very few people difpofed to treat 
her with thofe marks of confideration 
which fhe looked ypon as her due. This 
negleét detached her from the fociety of 
an unmannerly world; fhe concentred 
the energy of all her talents in the go- 
vernment of her own houfe, which 
groaned accordingly under. her arbitra- 
ry fway ; and in the brandy-bottle found 
ample confolation for all the affli€tion 
fie had undergone. 

_ As for the commodore, he, ina little 
time, weathered his difyrace, after hav- 
ing fuftaincd many fevere jokes from 
the lieutenant ; and now his chief aim 
being to be abfent from his own houfe 
as muck as pollible, he frequented the 
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publick-houfe more tham ever, more af 
tiduoufly cultivated the friendthip of his 
brother-in-law Mr. Pickle; and, in the. 
courfe of their intimacy, conceived an 
affection for his nephew Perry, which 
did not end but with his life. Indeed, 
it muft be owned, that Trunnion was 
not naturally deficient in the focial paf- 
fions of the foul; which, though they 
were ftrangely warped, difguifed, and 
overborne, by the circumftance of his 
boifterous life and education, did not 
fail to manifeft themfelves occafionally 
through the whole courfe of his beha- 
viour. 

As all the hopes of propagating his 
own name had perifhed, and his rela- 
tions lay under thevinterdiétion of his 
hate, it is no wonder, that through the 


familiarity and friendly intercourfe fub- 


fitting between him and Mr. Gamaliel,. 
he contraéted a liking for the boy, who 
by this time entered the third year of 
his age, and was indeed a very hand- 
fome, healthy, and promifing child; ‘and 
whiat feerned to ingratiate him ftill more 
with his uncle, was a certain oddity of 
difpefition for which he had been re- 
markable even from his cradle. It is 
reported of him, that before the firft 
year of his infancy was elapfed, he ufed 
very often, immediately after being dreff- 
ed, in the midit of the carefles which 
were beftowed upon him by his mother, 
while fhe indulged herfelf in the con- 
templation ef her own happinefs, all of 
a fudden to alarm her with a fit of 
fhrieks and cries, which continued with. 
great violence till he was ftripped to 
the fkin with the utmoft expedition by 
order of his affrighted parent, who 
thought his tender body was tortured 
by the mifapplication of. fome unlucky 
pin; and when he had given them all 
this difturbance and unneceflary trou, 
ble, he would lie fprawling and laugh- 
ing in their faces, as if he ridiculed the 
impertinence of their concern. Nay, 
it is affirmed, that one day, when an 
old woman who attended in the nurfery 
had by ftealth conveyed a bottle of cors 
dial waters to her mouth, he pulled his 
nurfe by the fleeve, and by a flight 
glance detecting the theft, tipt her the 
wink with a particular flynets of coun- 
tenance, as if he had faid with a fneer, 
“ Aye, aye, that is whgt you muft all 
* come to!” But thef@ initances of re- 
fle€tion in a babe nine months old are 
fo incredible, that I look upon them as 
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“ex poft faGo obfervations, founded upon 
imaginary recolleétion, when he was in 
a more advanced age, and_his peculi- 
arities of temper. became much more 
remarkable; of a piece with the inge- 
nious difcoveries of thofe fagacious ob- 
fervers, who can difcern fomething evi- 
‘dently chara€teriltick in the featurcs of 
any noted perfonage whofe character they 
have previoufly heard explained; yet, 
without pretending to fpecify at- what 
period of his childhood this fingularity 
firft appeared, i can with great truth 
declare, that when he firft attracted the 
notice and affection of his uncle, it was 
plainly perceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked 
out the commodore as a proper object 
of ridicule, for almoft all his little 
childifh fatire was levelled again{t him. 
I will not deny that he might have been 
influenced in this particular by the ex- 
ample and inftruétion of Mr. Hatch- 
way, who delighted in fuperintending 
the firft effays of his genius. As the 
gout had taken up it’s refidence in Mr. 
‘Trunnion’s great-toe, from whence it 


never removed, no not for a day, little: 


Perry took great pleafure in treading by 
accident on this infirm member; and 


_when his uncle, iticenfed by the pain, 


ufed todamn him for a hell-begotten 
brat, he would appeafe lim in a twink- 
ling by returning the curfe with equal 
emphafis, and afking what was the mat- 


_ ter with old Hannibal Tough; an ap- 


pellation by which the lieutenant had 
taught him to diftinguih this grim com- 
mander. 

_ Neither was this the only experiment 
he tried upon the patience of the com- 
modore, with whofe nofe he ufed to 
take indecent freedoms, even while he 


was fondled on his knee; in oné month 


he put him to the expence of two gui- 
neasin feal-fkin, by picking his pocket of 
divers tobacco-pouches,all of which hein 
fecret committed to the flames. Nor did 
the caprice of his difpofition abftain from 


_the favourite beverage of Trunnion, 


who more than once fwallowed 4 whvle 
draught in which his brother’s fnuff-box 
had been emptied, before he perceived 
the difagreeable infufion: ard one day, 


when the commodore had chaftifed him 


_ flat on the floor 
_prived of all fe 


by a gentle tap with his cane, He fell 
as if he liad been de- 
nfe,and motion, to the 
terror and amazement of the ftriker; 


2 after having filled the whole houfe 


an 
25 


with confufion and difmay, opened his 
eyes, and laughed heartily at the fuccefé 
of his own impofition. © * 

It would be an endlefs, and perhaps 
no very agreeable tafk, to enumerate all 
the unlucky pranks he played upon his 


“uncle and others, before he attained 


the fourth year of his age; about which 
time he was fent, with an attendant, to 
a day-{chool in the neighbourhood, that 
(to ufe his good mother’s own expref- 
fion) he might be out of harm’s way. 
Here, however, he made little progrefs, 
except in mifchief, whicli he praétifed 
with impunity, becaufe the {chool=mif- 
trefs would run no ritk of difobliging 2 
lady of fortune, by exercifing unnecef- 
fary feverities upon her only child.— 
Neverthelefs, Mrs. Pickle was not fo 
blindly partial as to be pleafed with fuch 
unfeafonable indulgence. Perry was 
taken out of the hands of this courteous 
teacher, and committed to the inftruc- 
tion of a pedagogue, who was ordered 
to adminifter {uch correétion as the boy 
fhould in his opinion deferve. This 
authority he did not neglect to ufe; his 
pupil was regularly’ flogged twice a 
day, and after having been fubjected to 
this courfe of difcipline for the {pace of 
eighteen Thonths, declared the moft ob- 
ftinate, dull, and untoward genius, that 
ever had fallen under his cultivation ; 
inftead of being reformed, he feemed 
rather hardened and confirmed in his 
vicious inclinations, and was dead to all. 
fenfe of fearas well as fhame. His mother 
was extremely mortified at thefe fymp- 
toms of ftupidity, which fhe confidered 


“as an inheritance derived from the fpirit 


of his father, and confequently infur- 
mountable by all the efforts of human 
care. But the commodore rejoiced over 
the ruggednefs of his nature, and was 
particularly pleafed when upon inquiry 
he found that Perry had beaten all the 
boys in the fchool ; a circumftance from 
wliich he prognofticated every thing that 
was fair and fortunate in his future fate; 
obfervitig, that at his age ke himfelf 
was juft fucli another. The boy, wha 
was now turned of fix, having -profitted 
fo little ynder the bircli of lis ‘unfparing’ 
governor, Mrs. Pickle was counfeiled to — 
ferid him to a_boarding-fchool not far 
from London, which was kept by a cer- 
tain perfon very eminent for his fuccefsful 
method of education. This advice fhe 
the more readily embraced, becauie at 
that time the found hérfeif pretty far 
: E "gone 
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gone with another child, that fhe hoped 
‘would confole her for the difappointment 
fhe had met with in the unpromifing ta- 
lents of Perry, or at any rate divide her 
concern, fo as to enable her to endure 
‘the abfence of either. 


~ 


CHAP. XII. 


+ PEREGRINE I$ SENT TO A BOARD- 
ING-SCHOOL, BECOMES REMARK- 
ABLE FOR HIS GENIUS AND AM- 
BITION. 


HE commodore underftanding her 

determination,to which her hufband 
didnotventureto make the leaftobjection, 
interefted himfelf fo much in behalf of 
his favourite, as to fit him out at his 
ewn charge, and accompany lim in per- 
fon to the place of his deftination ; where 
he defrayed the expence of his entrance, 
and left him to the particular care and 
infpeétion of the ufher, who having been 
recommended to him as a perfon of parts 
and integrity, received ‘per advance a 
handfome confideration for the taik he 
undertook. 

Nothing could be better judged than 
this piece of liberality: the affiitant was 
actually a man of learning, probity, and 
good-fenfe; and though obliged by the 
{candalous adminiftration of fortune to 
aét in the charaéter of an inferior teach- 
er, had, by his fole capacity and apphi- 
cation, brought the fchool to that de- 
gree of reputation which it never could 
have obtained from the talents of his fu- 
perior, He had eftablifhed an cecono- 
my, which, though regular, was not 
at all fevere, by enaCting a body of laws 
fuited to the age and comprehenfion of 
every individual; and each tranfgref- 


for was fairly tried by his peers, and. 


punithed according to the verdiét of the 
jury. No boy wis fcourged four want of 
apprehenfion, but a {pint of emulation 
was raifed by well-timed praife and art- 
ful comparifon, and maintained by a 
diftribution of {mall prizes, which were 
adjudged to thofe who fignalized them- 
felves either by their induttry, fobriety, 
or genius. This tutor, whofe name 
was Jennings, began with Perry, ac- 
cord.ng to his conitant inaxim, by ex- 
amimiuig the foil; that is, ftudying his 
temper, in order to cenfult the bias 
of his difpofston, wh:ch’ was ftrangely 
_ perverted by the abrurd difcipiine he bad 
zz — 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


undergone. He found him in a ftate of 
fullen infenfibility, which the child had 
gradually contracted in a long courfe of 
ftupifying correétion ; and at firft he was 
not in the leaft a€tuated by that com- 
amendation which animated the reft of 
his {chool-fellows; nor was it in the 


power of reproach to excite his ambi- ' 


tion, which had been buried, as it were, 
in the grave of difgrace : the ufher there- 
fore had recourfe to contemptuous neg- 
le&, with which he affected to treat 
this ftubborn fpirit; forefeeing, that if 
he retained any feeds of fentiment, this 
weather would infallibly raife them into 
vegetation. His judgment was juftified 
by the event; the boy in a little time 
began to make obfervations ; he perceiv- 
ed the marks of diitin€tion with which 
virtue was rewarded; grew afhamed of 
the defpicable figure he himfelf made 
among his companions, who, far from , 
courting, rather fhunned his converfa- 
tion; and aétually pined at his own want 
of importance. 

Mr. Jennings faw and rejoiced at his 
mortification, which he fuffered to pro- 


- ceed as far as poffible, without endan- 


gering his health. The child loft all 
relith for diverfion, loathed his food, 
grew penfive, folitary, and was fre- 
quently found weeping by himfelf. Thefe 
fymptoms plainly evinced the recovery 
of his feelings, to which his governor 
thought it now high time to make ap- 
plication; and therefore, by little and 
little, altered his behaviour from the in- 


{ 


difference he had put on, to the appear- — 


ance of more regard and attention. ‘This 
produced a favourable change in the boy, 
whofe eyes fparkled with fatisfaction one: 
day, when his matter expreffed himfelf 


with a fhew of furprize in thefe words. . 


‘ So, Perry! I find you don’t want ge- 


_ © nius, when you think proper to ufe 


‘ it.” Such encomiums kindled the fpi- 
rit of emulation in his little breaft; he 
exerted himfelf with furprizing alacrity, 
by which he foon acquitted himfelf of 
the imputation of dullnefs, and obtain- 
ed fundry honoraryMilver pennies, as ac- 
knowledgments of his application: his 
{chool. fellows now folicited his friend - 
fhip as eagerly as they had avoided it 
before ; and in lefs than a twelve-month 
after his arrival, this fuppofed dunce was 
remarkable for the brightnefs of his 
parts; having in that fhort period learnt 
to read Englith perfeétly well, made 
great progres in writing, enabled him- 


im 
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felf to {peak the French language with- 
out hefitation, and acquired {ome know- 
ledge in the rudiments of the. Latin 
tongue. The ufher did not fail to tranf- 
miit an account of his proficiency to the 
commodore, who received it with tranf{- 
port, and forthwith communicated the 
happy tidings to the parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never 
fubject to violent emotions. heard them 
with a fort of phlegmatick fatisfaétion, 
that fearce manifetted itfelf either in his 
countenance or expreffions ; nor did the 
child’s mother break forth into that 1ap- 
ture and admiration which miglit have 
been expected, when fhe underitood how 
much the talents of her firit-born had 
exceeded the hcupe of her warmeft ima- 
gination. © Not but that fhe profeffed 
herfelf well pleafed with Perry’s repu- 
tation; though fhe obferved, that in thefe 
commendations the truth was always ex- 
aggerated by {chool-mafters, for their 
own intereft; and pretended to wonder 
that the ufher had not mingled more 
probability with his praife. Trunnion 
was offended at her indifference and want 
of faith, and believing that fhe refined 
too much in her difcernment, fwore that 
Jennings had declared the truth, and 
nothing but the truth; for he himfelf 
had prophefied from the beginning, that 
the boy would turn out a credit to his 


family. But by this time Mrs. Pickle 
was bleffed with a daughter, whom the 


had brought into the world about fix 
months before the intelligence arrived ; 
fothat her care and affection being other- 
wife engroffed, the praife of Perry was 
the lefs greedily devoured. ‘The abate- 
ment of her fondnefs was an advantage 
to his education, which would have 
been retarded, and perhaps, ruined by 
pernicious indulgence and prepoitereus 
interpofition, had her love confidered 
him as an only child; whereas her con- 
cern being now diverted to another ob- 
ject that fhared, at leaft, one half of her 
affection, he was left to the management 
of his preceptor, who tutored him ac- 
cording to his own plan, without any 
let or interruption. Indeed, ail his fa- 
gacity and circum{pection were but bare- 
ly fufficient to keepthe young gentleman 
in order; for now that he had won the 
palm of victory from his rivals in point 
of fcholarthip, his ambition dilated, and 
he was feized with a defire of fubjeéting 
the whole fchool by the valour of his 


r] 


arm. Before he could bring his pro- 
ject to bear, innumerable battles were 
fought with various fuccefs ; every day 
a bloody nofé and complaint were pre- 
fented againft, and his own vifage com- 
monly bore fome livid marks of obiti- 


“nate contention.”’ At length, however, 
he accomplifhed his im; his adverfa- 


ries were fubdued, his prowefs acknow- 
ledged, and he obtained the laurel in 
war as well as in wit. Thus trium- 
phant, he was intoxicated with fuccefs. 
His pride rofe in proportion to his pow- 
er, and in fpite of all the endeavours of 
Jennings, who practifed every method 
he could invent for curbing his licenti- 
ous conduct, without depreffing his fpi- 
rit, he contraéted a large proportion of 
infolence, which a feries of misfortunes 
that happened to him in the fequel could 
{carceefteétually tame. Neverthelefs, there 
was a fund of good nature and gerero- 
fity in his compofition; and though he 
eftablithed a tyranny among his com- 
rades, the tranquillity of his reign was 
maintained by the love rather than by 
the fear of his fubjeéts. 

In the midft of all this enjoyment of. 
empire, he never once violated that re- 
{peétful awe with which the ufher had 
found means to infpire him; but he by 
no means preferved the fame regard for 
the principal ‘mafter, dn old illiterate 
German quack, who had fornierly prac~’ 
tifed corn-cutting among the quality, : 
and fold cofmetick wafhes to the ladies, 
together with teeth-powers, hair-dying 
liquors,’ prolifick elixirs, and tin€tures 
to fweeten the breath. ‘Thefenoftrums, 
recommended by the art of cringing, in 
which he was confummate, ingratiated 
him fo much with people of fafhion, 
that he was enabled to fet up fchool with 
five and twenty boys of the beft fami- 
lies, whom he boarded on his own terms, 
and undertook to inftruct in the French 
and Latin languages, fo as to qualify 
them for the collegesof Weitminfter and 
Eton. While this plan‘was in it’s in- 
fancy, he was fo fortunate as to meet 
with Jennings, who for the paltry con- 
fideration of thirty pounds a year, which 


~ his neceffities compelled him to accept, 


took the whole trouble of educating the 
children upon himfelf, contrived an ex~ 
cellent fyitem for that purpofe, and by 
his affiduity and knowledge executed 
all the particulars to the entire fatisfac- 
tion of thofe concerned ;' who, by the bye, 

, be never 
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never enquired into his qualifications, 
but fuffered the other to'enjoy the fruits 
of his labour and ingenuity. 

~ Over and above a large ftock of aya- 
ricé, ignorance, and vanity, this fupe-- 
rior had certain ridiculous peculiarities 
in his perfon, fuch as a hunch upon his 
back, and diftorted limbs, that feemed 
to attraét the fatirical notice of Pere- 
grine; who, young as he was, took of- 
fence at his want of reverence for his 
‘ufher, over whom he fometimes chofe 
opportunities of difplaying his authority, 
that the boys might not difplace their 
veneration, Mr. Keypftick, therefore, 
fuch as I have defcribed him, incurred 
the contempt and difpieafure of this en- 
terprizing pupil, who now being in the 
tenth year of his age, had capacity 
enough to give him abundance of vexa- 
tion. He underwent many mortifying 
jokes from the invention of Pickle and 
fi. conféderates; fo that he began to 
entertain fufpicion of Mr. Jennings, 
who he could not help thinking’ had 
been at the bottom of them all, and 
{pirited up principles of rebellidn in the 


“{chool, with a view‘of making himfelf 
independent. Poflef 
which was void of’ all foundation, the . 


Poffeffed of this chimera, 


German défcended fo low as to tamper 
in private with the boys, from whom he 
hoped to draw fome very important di{- 
covery; but he was difappcinted in his 
expectation; and this mean praCice 
reaching the ears of his ufher, he volun- 
tarily refigned his emproyment. © Find- 
ing iniereft to obtain holy orders ina 
litile time after, he left the kingdom, 
hoping to find a fettlement in fome of 
our American plantations. 
‘The-departure of Mr, Jennings pro- 
duccd a great revolution in the affairs of 
Keypftick, which declined from that 
moment, becaufe he had neither autho- 
rity to enforce obedience, nor prudence 
to maintain orJer’ among his {cliolars ; 
fo that the fchool degenerated into 
anarchy and confufien, and he himfelf 
dwind'ed in the opinion of his émploy- 
érs, who Icoked upon him as fuper- 
annuated, and withdrew their children. 
from his tuition. ‘ 
Peregrine feeing this diffolution of 
their fociety, and findirg him{elf every 
( ay ce srived of fome cotati da 


repine at his fituation, anc 
ble, ‘to procure his re 
urifdi&tion ef the perf 


icteited and defpifed. — | 
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view he went to work, ard compofed 
the following billet, addreffed to the 
commodore, which was the firft fpeci- 
men of his compofition in the epiftolary 
way. 


© HONOURED AND LOVING UNCLE, 
¢ 


© EF FOPING youarein good health, 

‘this ferves to inform you, 
that Mr. Jennings is gone, and Mr. © 
Keypftick will never meet with his 
fellow. The fchool is already almoft 
broke up, and the reft daily gomg 
away; and I beg of you of all love to 
have me fetched “wey alfo, ‘for I can- 
not bear to be any longer under one 
who is a perfeét ignoramus, who 
fcarce knows the declination of mufa, 
and is more fit to be a fcare:crow 
than a fchool-mafter; hoping you will 
fend for me foon, with my love to my 
aunt, and my duty to my honoured 
parents, craving their bleflg and 
yours. ‘And this is all at prefent 
from, honoured ‘uncle, your well- 
beloved and dutiful nephew and god- 
fon, and humble fervant to command 
till death, 
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Trunnion was overjoyed at the re- 
ceipt of this letter, which he looked up- 
on as one of the greateft efforts of hu- 
man genius, and as fuch communicated 
the contents to his lady, whom he had 
difturbed for the purpofe in the middle 
of her devotion, by fending a meffage 
to her clofet, whither it was her cuftom 
very frequently to retire. She was out 
of humot at being’ interrupted, and 
thereforedid not perufe this fpecimen 6f 
her nephew's underftanding with all the 
relifh that the commodore himfelf had 
enjoyed; on the contraty, after fundr 
paralytical endeavours to fpeak, (for her 
tongue fometimes refufed it’s office) © 


7 
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Sling fon of a bitch, and fantioned his 

declaration with abundance of oaths. 
Mrs, Trunnion compofing her coun- 

tenance into a look of religious demure- 


~nefs, rebuked him for his profane way 


of talking; and afked him, in a magiite- 
rial tone, if he intended never to lay 
afide that brutal behaviour. Irritated at 
this reproach, he anfwered in terms of 
indignation, that he knew how to be- 
have himfelfas well as e’er a woman that 
wore a head; bade her mind her own 
affairs, and with another repetition of 
oaths, gave her to junderftand that he 
would be matter in his own houfe. 
This infinnation operated upon her 
fpirits ike friction upon a glafs globe; 
her face gleamed with refentment, and 


every pore feemed to emit particles of 


flame. ‘She replied with incredible flu- 


ency of the bittereft expreffions.  He- 


retorted equal rage in broken hints and 
incoherent imprecations. She rejoined 
with redoubled fury, and in conclufion 
he was fain to betake himfelf to flight, 
ejaculating curfes againft her; and niut- 


tering fomething concerning the’brandy~ 


bottle, whith, however, he took care 
fliould never reach her ears. 

‘From his own houfe he went directly 
to vifit Mrs. Pickle, to whom he im- 
parted Peregriné’s ‘epiftle, with many 
encomiums upon the boy’s promifing 


arts; and finding his commendations ‘° 
p ; £ 


but coldly received, defired fhe would 
permit him to take his godfon under his 
e@wn care. ; hn 
This lady, whofe family was now in- 
creafed by another fon, who feemed to 
ingrofs-her care for tlie prefent, had not 
feen Perry during a courte of four years, 
and with regard to him, was perfectly 
weaned of that infirmity known by the 
name of maternal fondnefs; fhe there- 
fore confented to the commodore’s re- 
queft with great condefcenfion, and a 
polite compliment to him on the concern 
he had all along manifefted ‘for the wel- 
fare of the child. | 
me 
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THE COMMODORE TAKES PERE- 
GRINE UNDER HIS OWN CARE. 
THE BOY ARRIVES AT THE GAR- 
RISON; 7 IS STRANGELY RE- 

~ CEIVED BY HIS iN MOTHER 3 

" ENTERS INTO A CONFEDERACY 

- WITH HATCHWAY AND PIPES, 

ue 


e 


AND EXECUTES A COUPLE OF 


WAGGISH ENTERPRIZES UPON 
HIS AUNT. , 


RUNNION having obtained this 
permiffion, that very afternoon dif. 
patched the lieutenant in a poft-chaife to 
Keypftick’s haufe, from -wlhience in two 
days he returned with our youn heros 
who being now. in the eleventh year of 
his age, had out-grown the expectation 
of all his family, and was remarkable 
for the beauty and elegance of his per- 
fon. His godfather was tranfported at his 
arrival,as if hehad been actually the iffue 
of his own loins. He fhook him heartily 
by the hand, turned him round and 
round, furveyed him fren top to bot- 
tom, bade Hatchway take-notice how 
handfomely he was built; {queezed his 
hand again, faying, * D—n ye, you dog! 
‘ I fuppofe you don’t value fuch an old 
« crazy fon of a bitch as mea rope’s end. 
* ‘You have forgot how I wont todandle 
‘ you on my knee, when you wasa little 
© urchin no bigger-than the davit, and 
‘ played. a thoufand tricks upon ime, 
‘ ‘burning :my bacco-pouches and poi 
* foning my rumbo—0O |. d—n ye, you 
‘ can erin faft enough, I fee; I warrant 
¢ yow have'learnt more things than writ- 
‘ ing aud the Latin lingo.” Even Tom 
Pipes expreffed uncommon. fatisfaction 
on'this joyful occafion; and coming up 
to Perry, thruft forth his fore-paw, and 
accofted him with the falution of * What 
* chear, my young matter? I am glad 
© to fee thee with all my heart!’ Dhefe 
compliments being patfed, his uncle 
halted to the door of his wife’s cham-~ 
ber, at which he itood’hallooing, * Here’s 
¢ your kiniman Perry, belike you won't 
§- come and bid him welcome.’-—* Lord! 
¢ Mr. Trunnion,” faid fhe; * why will 
¢ you continually harafs me in -this 
‘ manner with your impertinent intrus 
€ fion?’—¢ I harrow you!’ replied the 
commodere ; ¢ *fblood! I believe your 
¢ upper works sare damaged! I only 
came to inform you that here was yeur 
coufin, whom you have not feen thefe 
tour long years; and .]7Il be damned 
if there is {uch another of his age with- 
in the king’s dominions, dye fee, 
either for make or mettle! he’s a cre- 
dit to the name, d’ye fee; but, d—n 
my eyes! Ill tay no more of the mat 
ter; if you come you may, if you 
won't you may let italone.—* Well, 
I won't come then,’ an{wered his 
yokea \ 
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yoke-fellow, ‘ for I am at prefent more 
© agreeably employed.’—‘ Oho! you 
< are? I believe fo too!’ cried the com- 
modore, making wry faces and mi- 
micking the aétion of dram-drinking. 
Then addreffing himfelf to Hatchway, 
« Pr’ythee, Jack,’ faid he, ‘ go and try 
© thy skill on that fubborn hulk ; ifany 
© body can bring her about, I know you 
© wool.’ The lieutenant accordingly 
taking his ftation at the door, conveyed 
his perfuafion in thefe words. ¢ What, 
© won't you turn out and hail little Perry? 
It will do your heart good to fee fuch 
a handfome young dog; I’m {ure heis 
the very moral of you, and as like as 
if he had been {pit out of your own 
mouth, as the faying is: do fhewa 
little refpe€t for your kinfman, can't 
< you?” ‘To this remonftrance fhe re- 
plied in a mild tone of voice, ‘ Dear 
* Mr. Hatchway, your are always teaz- 
© ing one in fuch a manner; fure I am, 
© nobody can tax me with unkindnefs, or 
< want of naturai affeétion.” So faying, 
fhe opened the door, and advancing to 
the hall where her nephew ttood, re- 
ceived him very gracioufly, and ob- 
ferved that-he was the very image of her 
papa. 

In theafternoon he was conducted by 
the commodore to the houfe of his pa- 
rents; and, ftrange to tell, no fooner 
was he prefented to his mother, than 
her countenance changed, fhe eyed him 
with tokens of affliétion and furprize, 
and burfting into tears, exclaimed her 
child was dead, and this was no other 
than an impoftor whom they had brought 
to defraud her forrow. ‘Trunnion was 
confounded at this unaccountable paf- 
fion, which had no other foundation 
than caprice and whim; and Gamaliel 
himfelf fo difconcerted and unfettled 
in his own belief, which began to waver, 
that he knew not how to behave to- 
wards the boy, whom his godfather im- 
mediately carried back to the garrifon, 
{wearing all the way that Perry fhould 
never crofs their threfhold again with 
his good-will. Nay, fo much was he 
incenfed at this unnatural and abfurd 
renunciation, that he refufed to carry 
on any farther correfpondence with 
Pickle, until he was appealed by his fo- 
licitations and fubnuifiion, and Pere- 
grine owned.as his fon and heir. But 
this acknowledgment was made without 
the privity of his wife, whofe vicious 
averfion he was obliged, in appearance, 
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to adopt. Thus exiled from his father’@ 
houfe, the young gentleman was left 
entirely to the difpofal of the commo- 
dore, whofe affeétion for him daily in- 
creafed, infomuch that he could fcarcee 
prevail upon himfelf to part with him, 
when his education abfolutely required 
that he fhould be otherwife difpofed of. 

In all probability, this extraordinary 
attachment was, if not produced, at 
leaft rivetted, by that peculiar turn in 
Peregrine’s intagination, which we have 
already obferved; and which, during 
his refidence in the caftle, appeared im 
fundry ttratagems he praétifed upon his 
uncle and aunt, under the aufpicies of 
Mr. Hatchway, who aflifted him in the 
contrivance and execution of all his 
{chemes. Nor was Pipes exempted from 
a fhare in their undertakings; for, be- 
ing a trufty fellow, not without dexteri- 
ty in fome cafes, and altogether refign- 
ed to their will, they found him a fer- 
viceable initrument for their purpofey 
and ufed him accordingly. 

The firft fample of their art was ex- 
hibited upon Mrs. Trunnion. They 
terrified that good lady with ftrange 
noifes when fhe retired to her devotion. 
Pipes was a natural genius in the com- 
pofition of difcords; he could imitate 
the found produced by the winding of 
a jack, the filing of a faw, and the 
{winging of a malefaétor hanging in 
chains ; he could counterfeit the bray- 
ing of an afs, the {creeching of a 
night owl, the caterwauling of cats, the 
howling of a dog, the {queaking of a 
pig, the crowing of a cock: aid he had 
learned the war-whoop, uttered by the 
Indians in North America. Thefe ta- 
lents were exerted fucceflively, at dif- 
ferent times and places, to the terror of 
Mrs. ‘Trunnion, the difcompofure of 
the commodore himfelf, and the con- 
fternation of all the fervants in the caftle. 
Peregrine, with a fheet over his cloaths, 
fometimes tumbled before his aunt in 
the twilight, when her organs of vifion 
were a little impaired by the cordial 
fhe had {wallowed ; and the boatiwain’s 
mate taught him to fhoe cats with wal- 
nut fhells, fo that they made a moft 
dreadful clattering in their noéturnal ex- 
curfions. The mind of Mrs. Trun- 
nion was not a little difturbed by thefe 
alarms, which, in her opinion, portend - 
ed the death of fome principal perfor in 
the family ; fhe redoubled her religious 
exercifes, and fortified her fpirits ee 
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“frefh potations ; nay, fhe began to take 
notice that Mr. Trunnion’s conftitution 
was very much broke, and feemed dif- 
fatisfied when people obferved that they 
never faw him look better. Her fre- 


quent vifits to the clofet, where all her 


confolation was depofited, infpired the 
, confederates with: a device which had 
like to have been attended with tragical 
confequences. They found an oppor- 
tunity to infufe jallap in one of her cafe- 
bottles ; and fhe took fo largely of this 
medicine, that her conftitution had well 
nigh funk -under the violence of it’s 
effect. She fuffered a fucceffion of faint- 
ing fits that reduced her to the brink 
of the grave, in fpite of all the reme- 
dies that were adminiftered by a phy- 
fician who was called in the beginning 
of her diforder. After having examined 
the fymptoms, he declared that the pa- 
tient had been poifoned’with arfenic, 
and prefcribed oily draughts and lubri- 
cating injections, to defend the coats of 
the ftomach and inteftines from the vel- 
licating particles of that pernicious mi- 
neral; at the fame time hinting, with 
a look of infinite fagacity, that it was 
not difficult to divine the whole myftery. 
He affected to deplore the poor lady, as 
if fhe was expofed to more attempts of 
the fame nature; thereby glancing ob- 
liquely at the innocent commodore, 
whom the officious fon of At{culapius 
fufpected as the author of this expedient, 
to rid his hands of a yoke-fellow for 
whom he was well known to have no 
great devotion. This impertinent and 
malicious infinuation made fome im- 
preffion upon the by-ftanders, and fur- 
~nifhed ample-field for flander, to afperfe 
the morals of Trunnion, who was re- 
prefented through the whole diftrict as 
a monfter of barbarity. Nay, the fuf- 
ferer herfelf, though fhe behaved with 
great decency ‘and prudence, could not 
help entertaining fome fmall diffidence 
of her hufband; not that fhe i nagined 
he had any defign upon her life, but 
that he had been at pains to adulterare 
the brandy, with a view of detaching 
her from that favourite liquor, 

On this fuppofition, the refolved to 
aét with more caution for the future, 
without fetting on foot anv inquiry 
about the affair: while the commodore, 
imputing her indifpofition to fome na- 
tural cauie, after the danger was paft, 
“never beftowed a thought upon the fub- 
. jet; fo that the perpetrators were quit 


-end of his mefs. 


39 


of their fear, which, however, had pu- 
nifhed them fo effeétually, that they. 
never would hazard any more jokes of 
the fame nature. 

The fhafts of their wit were now di- 
reéted againft the commander himfelf, 
whom they teized and terrified almoft 
out of his fenfes. One day, while he 
was at dinner, Pipes came and told 
him, that there was a perfon below that 
wanted to fpeak with him immediately 
about an affair of the greatett impor- 
tance, that would admit of no delay: 
upon which he ordered the ftranger to be | 
told that he was engaged, and that he 
muft fend up his name and bufinefs. 
To this demand he received for anfwer 
a meflage, importing that the perfon’s 
name was unknown to him, and his 
bufinefs of fuch a nature, that it could 
not be difclofed to any one but the com- 
modore himfelf, whom he earneftly de- 
fired to fee without lofs of time. 

Trunnion, furprized at this impor- 
tunity, got up with great reluctance in 
the middle of his meal, and defcending 
to a parlour where the ftranger was, 
afked in a furly tone what he wanted 
with him in fuch a damned hurry, that 
he could not wait till he had made an 
The other, not at al! 
difconcerted at this rough addrefs, ad- 


‘vanced clofe up to him on his tiptoes, 


and with a look of confidence and con- 
ceit, laying his mouth to one fide of the 
commodore’s head, whifpered foftly in 
his ear, ¢ Sir, I am the attorney whom 
‘ you-wanted to converfe with in pri- 
‘ yate.—‘ The attorney !* cried Trun- 
nion, ftaring.and half choaked with 
choler. ‘ Yes, Sir, at your fervice,’ re- 
plied this retainer to the Jaw; ‘ and if 
« you pleafe, the fooner we difpatch the 
¢ affair the better ; for it is an old ob- 
‘ fervation, that delay breeds danger.” 
—‘ Truly, brother,’ faid the commo- 
dore, who could no longer contain him-. 
felf, «I do confefs that Lam very much 
‘ of your way of thinking, dye {tes 
‘ and therefore you fhall be difpatched 
‘in atrice.’ So faying, he lifted up 
his walxing-faff, which was fometiing 
between a cru:ch and a cudgel, and 
difcharged it with fuch energy on, the 
feat of the attorney’s. underitanding, 
that if there had been any thing but 
{olid bone, the contents of his fkull muft 
have been evacuated. . 
Fortified as he was by nature againft 


all fuch aflaults, he could not — 
the 
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the momentum of the blow, which in 
an inftant Jaid him flat on the floor, de- 
prived of all fenfe and motion; and 
Trunnion hopped up ftairs to dinner, 
applauding himfelf in ejaculations all 


the way for the vengéeance.hé had taken — 


on fuch an impudent pettitogging mif- 
creant. 

The attorney no fooner awaked from 
his trance, into which he had been fo 
unexpectedly lulled, than he caft his 
eyes around in queft of evidence, by 
which he might be enabled the more 
eafily to prove the injury he had fuftam- 
ed; but not a foul appearing, he made 
fhift to get upon his legs again, and 
with the blood trickling over his nofe, 
followed one of the fervants into the 
dining-room, refolved to come to an ex- 
planation with the affailant, and either 
extort money from him by way of fa- 
tisfaction, or provoke him to a fecond 
application before witneffes. With this 
view he entered the room in a peal of 
clamour, to the amazement of all pre- 
fent, and the terror of Mrs. Trunaion, 
who fhrieked at the appearance of fuch 


“a fpeétacle ; and addrefling himfelf to 
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the commodore, ‘ Pil tell you what, Sir,” 
faid he, ‘if there be law in England, 
© Til make you fmart for this here af- 
fault; you think you have fcreened 
yourfelf from a profecution, by fending 
all your fervants out of the way, but 
that circum ftance will appear upon tri- 
al to be a plain proof of the malice 
prepenfe with which the faét was com- 
mitted: efpecially when corroborated 
by the evidence of this here letter, un- 
der your own hand, whereby I am 
defired to come to your own houfe to 
tranfact an affair/of confequence.”’ So 
faying, he produced the writing, and 
read the contents in thefe words. 


«Mr. RoceER Raving, 
* SERS 


S EING in a manner prifoner in 
‘ my own houfe, I defire you will 
give mea call precifely at three o’clock 
in the afternoon, and infift upon fee- 
ing myfelf, as I have an affair of great 
confequence, in wltich your particular 
advice is wanted by your humble fer- 
vant, 
‘ HAWSER TRUNNION.’ 


The one-eyed commander, who had 
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{fumption. 
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been fatisfied with the chaftifement H# 
had already beftowed upon the plaintiff, 
hearing him read this audacious piece of 
forgery, which he confidered as the ef- 
fect of his own villainy, ftarted up from 
table, and feizing a huge turkey that 
lay in a difh before him, would have 
applied it fauce and all by way of poul- 
tice to his wound, «had he not been re 
ftrained by Hatchway, who laid fatt 
hold on both his arms, and fixed him 
to his chair again, advifing the attorney 
to fheer off with what. he had got. Far 
from following this falutary counfel, he 
redoubled his threats, and fet Trunnion 
at defiance; telling him he was nota 
man of true courage, although he had 
commanded a fhip of war, or elfe he 
would not have attacked any perfon in 
fuch a cowardly and clandeftine man; 
ner. ‘This. provocatien would have an- 
fwered his purpofe effeCtually, had not 
his adverfary’s indignation been repreff- 
ed by the fuggettions of the lieutenant, 
who defired his friend in a whifper to be 
eafy, for he would take care to have the 
attorney toffed in a blanket for his pre- 
This propofal, which he re- 
ceived with great approbation, pacified 
him in a moment; he wiped the fweat 


from his forehead, and his features re- 


laxed into a grim fmile. 

Hatchway difappeared, and Ravine 
proceeded with great fluency of abufe, 
until he was interrupted by the arrival 
of Pipes; who, without any expoftula- 
tion, led him out by the hand, and 
conducted him to the yard, where he 
was put into a carpet, and in a twinkling 
{ent into the air by the ftrength anddex- 
terity of five {tout operators, whom the 
lieutenant had feleéted from the num- 
ber of domefticks for that fingular {pell 
of duty. q 

In vain did the aftonifhed vaulter beg 
for the love of God and paflion of Chrift, 
that they wouldMake pity upon him, and 
put an end to his involuntary gambols; 
they were deaf to his prayers and pro- 
teftations, even when he fwore in the 
moft folemn manner, that if they would 
ceafe tormenting him, he ,would forget 
and forgive what was paft, and departin 


peaceto his own habitation;,and continu- _ 
ed the game till they were fatigued with 


the exercife. -— = 
Ravine being difmiffed in a moft me- 


y againit the commo. 
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evidences in the caufe; but as none of 
them had. feen what happened, he did 
not find his account in the profecution, 
though he himielf examined all the wit- 
neffes ; and among other quetftions, afk- 
ed whether they had not deen him come 
in like another man; and whether they 
had ever feen any other man in fuch a 
condition as that in which he had crawl- 
ed off. But this latt interrogation they 
were not obliged to anfwer, becaufe it 
had reference to the fecond difcipline he 
had undergone, in which they, and they 
only, were concerned ; and no perfen is 
bound to give teftimony againft him- 
felf. , 

In fhort, the attorney was nonfuited,. 
to the fatisfaction of all who knew him; 
and found himfelf under the neceflity 
of proving that he had received in courfe 
of poft, the letter which was declared in 
court a fcandalous forgery, in order to 
prevent an indiétment with which he 
was threatened by the commodore, who 
little dreamed that the whole affair had 
been planned and executed by Peregrine 
and his affociates. 

The next enterprize in which this 
triumvirate engaged, was a {cheme to 
frighten Trunnion with an appafition, 
which they prepared avd exhibited in 
this manner. ‘To the hide of a large 
ox, Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a 
mo terrible appearance, ftretched on the 
jaws of a fhark, which he had brought 
from fea, and accommodated with a 


couple of broad glaffes inftead of eyes. _ 


On the infide of thefe he placed two rufh- 
hghts ; and with a compofition of ful- 
hur and faltpetre, made a pretty large 
tufe, which he fixed between tworows of 
the teeth. This equipage being finifhed, 
he, one dark night chofen for the pur- 


pote, put it on; and following the com- 


modore into a long pafiage, in which he 
«was preceded by Perry with a light in 
his hand, kindled his fire-work with a 
match, and began to bellow like a bull. 
The boy, as was concerted, looking 
behind him, {creamed aloud, and drop- 
ped the light, which was extinguithed 
an the fall; when Trunnioun, alarnved at 
his nephew’s confternation, exclaimed, 
* Zounds! what's the matter?” And 
turning about to fee the caufe of his dil- 
may, beheld a -bideous phantom vomit- 
ing blue flame, which aggravated the 
horrors of it’s afpect. He was initantly 
feized with an agony of fear, which di- 
vefted him of his rgafon ; -neverthelefs, 
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he, as it were mechanically, raifed his , 
trufly fupporter in his own defence, and 
the apparition advancing towards him, 
aimed it at this dread{ul annoyance with 
fuch a convulfive exertion of itrength, 
that had not the blow chanced to licht 
upon one of the horns, Mr. P pes would 
have had novcaufe to value hinifcif upon 
his invention. Mifapplied as it was, he 
did not fail to {tagger at the thock, and 
dreading another tuchfahutation, clofed 
with the commodore, and having trip- 
ped up his heels, retreated with great 
expedition. . : 

It was then that Peregrine, pretend- 
ing to recolleé& himfelf a little, ran with 
all the marks of difturbance and affright, 
and called up the fervants to the affift- 
ance of their mafter, whom they found 
in a cold fweat upon the floor, his fea- 
tures betokening horror and confufion. 
Hatchway raifed him up, and having 
comforted him~ with.a cup of Nantz, 
began to enquire into the caufe of his 
diforder; but he could not extra& one 
word of anfwer from his friend; who, 
after a confiderable paufe, during which . 
he feemed to be wrapped up in profound 
contemplation, pronounced aloud, ‘ By 
the Lord! Jack, you may fay what 
you wool; but Ill be damned if it 
was not Davy Jones himéfelf. 1 know 
him by his faucer-eyes, his threerows 
of teeth, his horns and tail, and the 
blue fimoke that came out of his no- 
ftrils. What does the black-guard 
hell’s baby want with me? I’m fure 
I never committed murder, except in - 
the way of my profcfion, norwrong- 
ed any man whatfomever, fince I firft 
went to fea.’' This fame Davy Jones, 
according to the mythology of failors, 
is the fiend that prefides over all the 
evil fpirits of the deep, and is .often 
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‘feen in various fhapes, perching among 


the rigging on the eve of hurricanes, 
fhipwrecks, and other difafters to which 
a fea-faring life is expofed; warning 
the devoted wretch of death and woe. 
No wonder, then, that Trunnion was 
Aifturbed by a fuppofed vifit of this 
demon; which, in his opinion, fore- 


boded fome dreadful calamity. 


* CHAP. XIV, 


HE IS ALSO BY THEIR DEVICE 
ENGAGED IM AN ADVENTURE 
WITH THE EXCISEMAN, WHO 

‘ F DOES- 
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DOES NOT FIND HIS ACCOUNT 
IN HIS OWN DROLLEY. ‘ 


OWEVER prepofterous and un- 
accountable that paffion may be, 
which prompts perfons, otherwife ge- 
merous and fympathifing, to afflict and 
perplex their fellow-creatures, certam 
it is, our confederates entertained fuch 
a large proportion of it, that not fatif- 
fied with the pranks they had already 
- played, they till’ perfecuted the com- 
modore without ceafing. In the courfe 
of his own hiftory, the particulars of 
which he delighted to recount, he had 
often rehearfid an adventure of deer- 
ftealing, in which (during the unthink- 
ing impetuofity of his youth he had been 
unfortunately concerned.) Far frotn 
fucceeding in that atchievement, he and 
his affociates had (it feems) been made 
’ prifoners, after an obftmate engegement 
with the keepers, and carried before a 
neighbouring juftice of the peace, who 
ufed Trunnion with great indignity, 
and with his companions cominitted hii 
to jail. | . 
His’own relations, and in particular 
an uncle on whom he chiefly depended, 
treated him during his confinement with 
great rigour and inhumanity, and,ab- 
folutely refuted to interpote his influence 
in his behalf, unlefs he would fign a 
wilting, obliging himfelf to go to fea 
within thirty days after his reluafe, un- 
der the penalty of being proceeded againtt 
asafelon. ‘The alternative was cither 
to undergo this voluntary exile, or re- 
main in prifon difowned and deferted by 
every body, and after all fuffer an igno- 
minious trial, that might end in a fen- 
tence of tranfportition for life. He 
therefore, with. ut much hefitation, em- 
braced the propofal of his kinfman, and 
(as he obferved) was indefs than a month 


after his difcharge turned adrift to the 


mercy of the wind and waves. 

Since that period he had never main- 
tained any ccrrefpondence with his re- 
Jations, all of whom had cencur.ed in 
fending him off; ner would he ever pay 
the leait regard to’the humiliations and 
fupplic:tions cf fome among them, who 
had preftrated themtelves before him 
on the advancement cf his fortune: but 
he retained a nie inveterate refentment 
againit his wnci:, whowas "Ail, in-beipg, 
though extremely old and iMfrm, and 
frequently mentionee his name with all 

_ the bitternefs of revenge, 
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Perry being perfectly well acquain ‘s 
with the particulars of this tory, which 
he had heard fo often repeated, pro- 
pofed te Hatchway, that a perfon fhould 
be hired to introduce himfelf to the 
commodore, with a fuppofititious letter 
of recommendation from this detefted 
Kinfman; an impofition that, in all 
likelihood, would afford abundance of 
diverfion. be ne 

‘The licutenant'relifhed the fcheme, 


‘and young’ Pickle having compofed an 


epiftic for the occafion, the excifeman 
of the pzrith, a fellow of great impu- 


‘dence, and fome humour, in whom 


‘Hatcliway could confide, undertook to 
tran{cribe and deliver it with his own 


' hand, andalfo perfonate the manin whofe 


favour it was tcigned to be writ. He, 
accordingly, one morning errived on 
herfeback at the garrifen, two hours at 
leat betore T'runnion ufed to get up, 
and gave Pipes, who admitted him, to 
underitand, that he hada letrer for his 
mauier, which he was ordered to deliver: 
to none but the commouore himéfelf. 
This meff ge was no fooner communi- 
cated, than the indignant chief (who 
had been waked for the purpofe) began 
to curie theneffinger for breaking his 
ret, and {wore he would not budge till 


‘his ufual time of turning out. “This 


refoiution beg conveyed to the ftranger, 
he defired ihe carrier to go back-and tell 
him, he had iuch joyful ‘tidings to im- 
part, thet he was fure the commodore 
would think himfelf amply rewarded 
for h:s trouble, even if he had been 
raifed from the grave to receive them. — 

This affurance, flattering as it was, 


would not have bcen powerful enough | 


ta perfuace him, had it not been affift- 
ed'with the exhortaticns of his fpoufe, 
which never failed to influence his con- 
duét. He therefore crept out of bed, 
though not without great repugnence, 
and wrapping himifelf in his morning- 
gown, wus fupported down ftairs, rub- 
bing his eye, yawning fearfuliy, and 
grumbling all the way. As foon as he 
popped his head into the parlour, the 
{uppofed ftranger made divers aukward 
bows, and with a grinning afpect ac- 
colted him in théfe words: * Your moft 
‘ humble fervant, mot ‘noble commo- 


‘ dore! I hope you are in good health ; 
« you look pure and hearty; and if it — 
‘ was not for that misfortune of your 


é ey €, one would not defire to feea moré , 
‘ pleafaut countenance in a fuinr 
tae 
a : ‘; : ae 
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? day. Sure as I am a living foul, 
© one would take you to be on this fide 
of threefcore. Laud help ust I fhould 
have known you to have been a Trun- 
nion if I had met with you in the midi 
of Salifbury Plain, as the faying is.’ 


wo 
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The commodore, who was not at all in _ 


the humour of relithing fuch an imperti- 


nent preamble, interrupted. him in this . 
_ place, faying, with a peevifli accent, - 


‘ Pihaw! pfhaw! brother, there’s ino 
occafion to bow{s out fo mich unne- 


ceflary gum; if you can’t bring your ° 


you had much better clap a ftopper 

on your tongue, and bring youréelf 

up; d’ye fee: I -was told you had 
© fomething to deliver.”-—* Deliver!’ 
cried the waggith impoftor, ‘ odds heart! 
’ € T have got fomething for you that will 
amake your wery entrails rejoice with- 
in your body. Here's a letter froma 
dear and worthy friend of yours. 
- Take, readit,-amd be happy. Blef- 
fings on his old heart! one would 
think he had renewed his ag'e, like the 
eagles.” Trunnion’s expectation be- 
- ing thus raifed, he called for. his {pec- 
‘tacles, adjufted them to his eye, took 
the letter, and being curious to know 
the fub{cription, no fooner perceived 
his uncle’s name, than he ftarted back, 
his lip quivered, and he began to fhake 
in every limb with refentment and fur- 
prize: neverthelefs, eager to. know the 
fubjeét of an epiftle from a_perfon 
who had never before troubled him 
with any fort of addrefs, he endeavour- 
ed to recolleét him/felf; and perufed the 
contents, which were thefe. 


~— 


¢ 
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« difcourfe to bear on the right fubje&, 
é 
« 
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. © LOVING NEPHEW, 


é P= not but you will rejoice to 

‘ hear of my welfare; and well 
© you may, confidering what a kind 
uncle [have been to you in the days of 
your youth, and how little you deferv- 
ed any fuch thing ; for you was always 
a gracelefs young man, given to wick - 
ed courfes and bad company, whercby 
. you would have come to a fhameful 
end, had it not been for my care in 
fending you out of mifchief’s way. 
But this is not the caufe of my prefent 
writing. The bearer, Mr. Timothy 
Trickle, is a diftant relation of yours, 
being the fon of the coufin cf your 
aunt Margery, ani is not over and 
above well as to worldly matters, He 
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thinks of going to Lendon, to fee for 
fome poft in the excife or cuftoms, if 
fo be that you will recommend him 
to fome great man of your acquain- 
tance, and give him a {mall matter to 
keep him till he is provided, I doubt 
not, nephew, but you will be glad to 
ferve him, if it was no. more but for 
the re{peét you bear to me, who am, 
. loving nephew, your affectionate un- 
ele, and fervant to command, 
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‘ Tosprau TRUNNION.’ 


It would be a difficult tafk for the 
inimitable Hogarth himfelf to exhibit 
the ludicrous: expreffion of the commo- 
dore’s countenance, while he.read this 
letter. It was not a ftare of aftonith- 
ment, a convulfion of rage, or a ghaftly 
grin of revenge, but an affociation of 
all three, that took poffeffion of his fea- 
tures. At length he hawked up, with in-~ 
credible ftraining; the interjefion ‘ Ah!’ 
that feemed to have ftuck fome time in 


, his windpipe, and thus gave vent to his 
indignation: * Have I come along afide 


‘ of you at laft, you old ftinking cur- 
mudgeon! you" lye, you loufy hulk, 
ye lie!‘ you did all in your power to 
founder me when I was a ftripling ; 
and as for being gracelefs, and wick- 
ed, and keeping bad company, you 
tell a damned lye again, you thieft 
there was uot 4 more peaceable lad in 
the county, and I kept no bad com- 
.pany but your own, d’ye fee. ‘There- 
fore, you Trickle, or what’s your 
-hame,‘ell the old rafcal that fent you 
‘hither, that I fpit in his face, and 
‘call hun Horfe; and that I tear his _ 
‘ letter into rags, fo; and that [trample 
‘ upon it as I would upon his own vil- 
« lainous carcafe, d’ye fee!’ So faying, 
he danced in a fort of frenzy upon the 
fragments of the paper, which he had 
{cattered about the room, to the inex- 
reflible fatisfation of the triumvirate, 
who beheld the {cene. 

The excifeman having got between 
him and the door, which was left open 
for his efcape, in cafe of neceflity, af- 
feéted great contufion and furprize at 
his behaviour, faying, with an air of 
mortification, * Lord be merciful unto 
‘me! is this the way you treat your 
¢ own relations, and the recommenda- * 
‘ tion of your bet friend? Surely all 
‘ gratitude anJ virtue has left this fin- 
«ful world! What will ceufin Tim, 
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and Dick, and Tom, and good mo- 
ther Pipkin, and her daughters, cou- 
fin Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all 
the reft of our kinsfolks fay, when 
they hear of this unconfcionable re- 
ception that I have met witli? Con- 
fider, Sir, that ingratitude 1s worfe 
than the fin of witchcraft, as the 
apoftle wifely obferves; and do not. 
fend me away with fuch unchriftian 
ufage, which will lay a heavy load of 
¢ guilt upon your poor miferable foal.’ 
—* What, you are on the cruize fora 
« poft brother Trickle, an’t ye? faid 
Trunnion. interrupting him; ¢ we fhall 
« finda poft for you ina trice, my boy. 
¢ —Here, Pipes, take this faucy fon of a 
‘ bitch, belay him to the whipping-poft 
‘inthe yard. Fli teach you to rowce 
- © mein the morning with fuch mmper- 
‘ tinent meflages.” Pipes, who want~ 
ed to carry the joke farther than the 
excifeman dreamed of, laid hold of him 
in a twinkling; and executed the orders 
ef his commander, notwithftanding all 
his nods, winking, and fignificant gef- 
tures, which the hoatfwain’s mate would 
by no means underftand: fo that he 
began to repent of the part he aéted in 
this performance, which was like to 
end fotragically,-and ftood faftened to 
the ftake, in a very difagreeable {tate of 
fufpenfe ;~cafting many a rueful look 
over his left-fhoulder, (while Pipes was 
abfent in queft of a eat and nine tails) 
in ving eg of being relieved by the 
' jnterpotition of the lreutenant, who did 
not, however, appear. ‘Tom return- 
ing with the inftrument of corre¢tion, 
undreffed the delinquent in a trice, and 
whilpering m hrs ear that he was very 
forry for being employed in fuch an 
office, but durft not for his foul difobey 
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the orders of his commander, flourtfhed_ 


the fcourge about his head, and with 
admirable dexterity made fuch a fmart- 
ing application to the offender’s back 
and fhoulders, that the diftraéted gau- 

er performed fundry new cuts with his 
feet, and bellowed hideoufly with pain, 
to the infinite fatisfaétion of the {peéta- 
tors. At length, when he was almott 
flea’d from his rump to then ape of his 
neck, Hatchway, who had purpofely 
abifented himfelf hitherto, appeared in 
the yard, and interpofing in his behalf, 
prevailed upon Trunnion to call off the 
executioner, and ordered the malefa&tor 
to be releafed. 

The excifeman, mad with the cata- 
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ftrophe he had undergone, threatened te 
be revenged upon his employers, by 
making a candid confeffion of the whole 
plot; but the lieutenant giving him to 
underftand, that in fo doing he would 
bring upon himfelf a profecution for 
fraud,’forgery, and impofture, he was 
fain to put up with his lofs, and fneaked 
out of the garrifon, attended with a 
volley of curfes difcharged upon him by: 
the ‘commodore, who was exceedingly 
irritated by the difturbance and’ difap~ 
pointment he had undergone, 


CHAP. XV. 


THE COMMODORE DETECTS THE 
MACHINATIONS OF THE CON- 
SPIRATORS, AND HIRES A TU- 
TOR FOR PEREGRINE, WHOM 
HE SETTLES AT WINCHESTER 
SCHOOL. & 


HITS was not the leaft affliétion he 

fuffered from the unwearied endea+ 
vours and inexhaufted invention of hts 
tormentors, who haraffed him with 
fuch a variety of mifchievous pranks, 
that he began to think all the devils in 
hell had confpired againft his peace; and 
aceordingly became very ferious- and 
contemplative on the’ fubjeét. . 

In the courfe of his meditations, when 
he recolleéted and compared the circum- 
ftances of every mortification to which 
he had been lately expofed, he could not 
help fufpecting that fome of them muft 
have been contrived to vex him; and as 
he was not ignorant of his lieutenant’s 
difpofition, nor unacquainted with the 
talents of Peregrine, he refolved to ob- 
ferve them both. forthe future with the 
utmoft care and circumfpection. This 
refolution, aided by thie incautious con- 
duét of the confpirators, whom, by this 
trme, fuecefs had rendered heedfefs and’ 
indifcreet, was attended with the defired 
effect. He ina litle time dete&ted Perry 
in anew plot, and by dint of a little 
chaftifement, and a great many threats, 
extorted from him a confeffion of all the 
contrivances in which he had been con- 
cerned. ‘The commodore was thunder- 
ftruck at the difcovery, and fo much in- 
cenfed againit Hatchway for the part he 
had a&ted in the whole, that he delibe- 
rated with himfelf, whether he fhould 
demand fatisfaétion with fword and 
piftol, or difmifs him from the garrifon, 

' an * 
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and renounee all friendthip with him at 
ence. But he kad been fo lony ad- 
cuftomed to Jack's company, that he 
could not tive without him; and upon 
miore cool reflection, perceiving that 
what he had done was rather the effect 
ef wantonnefs than malice, which he 
himfelf would have laughed to fee take 
place upon any other perfon, he determin- 
ed to devour his chagrin, andextend his 
forgivenefs even to Pipes, whom, in the 


firit fally of his paffion, he had looked | 


upon ina more criminal light than that 
of afimple mutineer. This determina- 
tion was feconded by another, which he 
thought ‘abfolutely neceffary for his own 
-repofe, and in which his own intereft 
and that of his nephew concurred. . 
Peregrine, who was now turned of 
twelve, had made fuch advances under 
the inftruction of Jennings, that he of- 
ten difputed upon grammar, and was 
fometimes thought to have the better in 


i * his contefts, with the parth-prieft ; who, 


notwithftanding this acknowledged fu- 
periority of his antagonift, did grext jul- 
tice to his genius, which he aflured Mr. 
Trunnion would be loft for want of cul- 
tivation, if the boy was not immediate- 
ly fent to profecute his ftudies at fome 
proper feminary of learning. 

‘This maxim had been more than once 
inculcated upon the commodore by Mrs. 
Trunnion ; who, over and above the de- 
ference fhe paid to the parfon’s opinion, 
had a reafon of her own for wifhing to 
fee the houfe clear of Peregrinc,-at whofe 
prying difpofition flie began to be very 
uneafy. Induced by thefe motives, which 
were joined by the folicitation of the 
youth himfelf, who ardently longed to 
fee a little more of the world, his uncle 
determined to fend him forthwith to 


Winchefter, under the immediate care * 


and infpection of a governor, to whom 
he allowed a very handfome appoint- 
ment for that purpofe, This gentle- 
man, whefe name was Mr. Jacob Jol- 
ter, had been [chool-fellow with. the 

arfon of the parith, who recommended 
fim toMrs.Trunnion asa perfonof great 
worth and learning, in every refpect qua- 
lified for the office of atutor. He likewife 
added, by way of eulogium, that he was 
a man of exemplary piety, and particu- 
larly zealous for the honour of the church 
‘ef which he was a member, having been 
many years in holy orders, though he 
did not then exercife any funétion of the 
,priefthood. Indeed, Mr. Jolter’s zeal 


was fo exceedingly fervent, as, on fome 
occafions, to get the better of his difcre- 
tion: for, being an high-churchmaa, 
and of confequence a malcontent, his 
refentment was habituated into an infur- 


‘mountable prejudice againft the prefent 


difpofition of affairs, which, by con- 
founding the nation with the minifry, 
fametimes led him into erroneous, not 
to fay abfurd calculations; otherwift, a 
man of good morals, well verfed in ma- 
thematicks and fchool-divinity, ftudies 
which had not at all contributed to 
fweeten and unbend the natural fournefs 
and feverity of his complexion. - 

,. This gentlemam being deftined to the 
charge of fuperintending Perry’s edu- 
cation, every thing was prepared for 
their departure; and Tom Pipes, in 


confequence of his own petition, put 


into livery, and appointed footman -ta 
the young fquire. But, before they fet 
out, the commodore paid the coimpli- 


.ment of communicating his defign to 


Mr. Pickle, who approved of the plan, 
though he durft not venture to fee the 
boy; fo much was he intimidated by 
the remonftrances of his wife, whofe 
averfion to her firft-born became every 
day more inveterate and unaccountable. 
This unnatural caprice feemed to be 


fupported by a confideration which, one 


wouldimagine, might have rather van- 
quifhed her difguit. Her fecond fon 
Gam, @ho was now in the fourth year 
of his age, had been ricketty from the 
cradle, and as remarkably unpromifing 
in appearance as Perry was agreeable ih 
his perfon. As the deformity increafed, 
the mother’s fondnefs was augmented, ~ 
and the virulence of her hate again the 
other fon feemed to prevail in the fame 
proportion. ‘ 

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the , 
tommon privileges of a child, fhe would 
not fuffer him to approach his father's 
houfe, expreffed uneaiinefs whenever his 
name happened to be mentioned, fick- 
ened at his praife, and in all refpe&ts 
behaved tike a mott rancerous ftep-mo- 
ther. Though fhe no longer retained 
that ridiculous notion of his being an 
impottor, fhe ftill continued to abhor 
him, as if. fhe really believed him to be 
fuch; and when any perfon defired to 
know the caufe of her jurprizing diflike, 
fhe always loft her temper, and peevifh- 
ly replied, that: fhe had reafons of her 
own, which the was not obiiged to de- 
clare: nay, fo much was fhe infegted 
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by this vicious partiality, that fhe broke 
off all commerce with her fifter-in-law 
and the commodore, becaufe they fa- 
voured the poor child with their coun- 
_ tenance and protection. , 

Her malice, however, was fruftrated 
by the love and generofity of Trunnion, 
who having adopted him as his own fon, 
equipped him accordingly, and carried 
him and his governor in his own coach 
to the place of deftination, where they 
were fettled on a very genteel footing, 
and every thing regulated according to 
their defires. 

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great 
decéncy at the departure of her nephew, 
to whem, with a great many pious ad- 
vices, and injunctions to behave with 
fubmiffidn and reverence towards his 
tutor, fhe prefented a djamend ring of 
fmall value, and a gold medal, 2s tokens 
of her affetyon and efteem. As forthe 


lieutenant, he accompanied them in the. 


coach; and fuch was the friendfliip he 
had contraéted for Perry, that when the 
commedore propofed to return, after 
having accomplifhed the intent of his 
journcy, Jack abfolutely refufed to at- 
ted him, and fignified his refolution to 
ftay where he was. 

‘Trunnion was the more ftartled at 
this declaration, as Hatchway was be- 
come fo neceflary to him in almoft all 
the purpofes of his life, that he forefaw 
he thould not*ke able. to exift without 
his company. Not alittle affected with 
this confideration, he turned his eye 
ruefully upon the lieutenant, faying, in 
a piteous tone, ‘ What! leave me at 
¢ Jaft, Jack, after we have weathered fo 
« many hard gales together? D—n my 
‘ limbs! I thought you had been more 
« of an honeft heart: I looked upon you 
‘as my foremaft, and Tom Pipes as 
‘ my mizzen; now he is carried away, 
« if fo be as you go too, my ftanding 
“rigging being decayed, d’ye fee, the 
© firft fquall will bring me by the board. 
* D—n ye! if in cafe I have given of- 
* fence, can't ye. fpeak above-board, 
« and I fhall make you amends?’ 

Jack being afhamed to own the true 


fituation of his thoughts, after fome he-- 


fitation, anfwered, with perplexity and 
incoherence, *‘ No, damme! that an‘t 
« the enfe neither: to be fure you al- 
‘ ways ufed me in an cfficer-like man- 
“ner, that I muft own, to give the de- 
¢ vil his due, as the faying 1s: but for 


‘wall that, pps here is the cafe; I have 
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« fome thoughts of going to {chool mys 
‘ felf to learn your Latin lingo; for, ag 
‘ the faying 1s, Better late mend than 
‘ never. And I am informed as how 
* one can get more for the money here 
‘ than any where elle.” — ‘ 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to 
convince him of: the folly of going to 
{chool at his years, by reprefenting, that 
the boys would make game of him, and 
that he would become a laughing-{tock 
to all the world; he perfitted in his re- 
folution to ftay, and the commodore was 
fain to have recourfe to the mediation of 
Pipes and Perry, who employed their 
influence with Jack, and at laft prevail- 
ed upon him to return to the garrifons 
after Trunnion had promifed he fhould 
be at liberty to vifit thern once a month. 
This ftipulation being fettled, he and 
his friend took leave of the pupil, go- 
vernor and attendant, and next morn- 
ing fet out for their habitation, which 
they reached in fafety that fame night. 

Such was Hatchway’s ‘reluétance to 
leave Peregrine, that he is faid, for 
the firft time in his life, to have leoked’ 
mifty at parting: certain Iam, thaton 
the road homewards, after a long paufé 
of filence, which the commodore never 
dreamed of interrupting, he exclaimed 
all of a fudden, ‘Ill be damned if the 
“ dog ha’nt given mefome ftuffto make 
‘me love him.’ Indeed, there was 
fomething congenial in the difpofitions 
of thefe two friends, which never failed 
to manifeft itfelf in the fequel, howloever, 
different their education, circumftances, 
and conneétions, happened to be. 
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PEREGRINE DISTINGUISHES HIM- 
SELF AMONG HIS SCHOOL-FEL4 
LOWS; EXPOSES HIS TUTOR; 
AND ATTRACTS THE PARTICU= 
LAR NOTICE OF THE MASTER. 

i fare left to the profecition of hig 

_ ftudies, Peregrine was in a little 
time a diftinguifhed character, not only 
for his acutenefs of apprehenfion, bug: 
alfo for that mifclievous fertility of fan- 
cy, of which we have aiready given fuch 

pregnant examples. Butas there was a 

great number of fuch heminariesin thi 

new {phere to which he belonged; his 
talents were not fo confpicuous, while 
they fhone in his fingle capacity, as they 

afterwards 
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afterwards appeared, when they concen- 


trated and refleéted the rays of the whole _ 


conftellation. . 

At firft he confined himfelf to piddling 
game, exercifing his genius upon his 
own tutor, who attracted his attention, 
by endeavouring to feafon his mind with 


certain political maxims, the fallacy of” 


‘which he had difcernment enough to 
perceive. -Scarce'a day paffed in which 
he did not find means to render Mr. 
Jolter-the object of ridicule; his violent 
prejudices, ludicrous vanity, aukward 
folemnity, and ignorance of mankind, 
afforded continual ‘food for the raillery, 
petulance, and fatire of his pupil, who 
hever negleéted an opportunity of laugh- 
ing, and making others laugh at his,ex- 
ence. 

* Sometimes in their parties, by mixing 
brandy in his wine, he decoyed this pe- 
dagogue into a debauch, during which 
his caution forfcok him, and he expofed 
himfelf to the cenfure of the company. 
Sometimes, when the converfation turn - 
ed upon intricate fubjeéts, he practifed 
upon him the Socratick method of con- 
futation ; and, under pretence df being 
informed, by an artful train of puzzling 
queftions, infenfibly betrayed him into 
felé contradiétion. : 

_ Ali the remains of authority which he 
had hitherto preferved over Peregrine 
foon vanifhed; fo that, for the future, 
no fort of ceremony fubfifted between 
them, and all Mr. Jolter’s precepts were 
conveyed in hints of friendly advice, 
which the other might either foliow or 
negleét at his own pleafure. No won- 
der, then, that Peregrine gave a loofe 
to his inclinations, and by dint of ge- 
nius, and an enterprizing temper, made 
a figure among the younger clafs of he- 
roes in the {chool.. 

Before he had been a full year at 
Wincheftet, he had fignalized himfelf 
in fo many atchievements, in defiance 
to the laws and regulations of the place, 
that he was looked upon with admira- 
tion, and aétually chofen dux, or leader, 
by a large body of his cotemperaries. 
It was not long before his fame reached 
the ears of the mafter, who fent for Mr. 
Jolter, communicated to him the in- 
formations he had received, and defired 
him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
and redouble his vigilance in time to 
come, elfe he fhould be obliged to make 
a publick example of his pupil for the 
enefit of the fchaol, pe 
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The governor; confcious of his own 
unimportance, was not a little dif- 
concerted at this injunétion, which it 
was not in his power to fulfif by any 
compulfive means. He therefore’ went 
home in a very penfive mood, and after 
mature deliberation, refolved to expoftu-. 


date with Peregrine in the moft familiar 


terms, and endeavour to difluade him 
from’ practices which might affedt his 
character as well as intereft. He accord-. 
ingly frankly told him the fubject of the 
matter’s difcourfe, reprefented the dif- 
grace he might incur by neglefting this 
warning; and putting him in mind of 
his own fituation, hinted the confequences 
of the commodore’s difpleafure, in cafe 
he fhould be brought to difapprove of 
his condu&. Thefe infinuations made 


the greater impreffion, as they were de- 


livered with many expreffions of ‘friend- 

fhip and concern. ‘The young gentle- 

man was -not fo raw, but that he could 

perceive the folidity of Mr. Jolter’s ad- 

vice, to which he promifed to’conform, 

becaufe his pride was interefied in the 

affair: and he confidered his own refor- 

mation as the only means of avoiding | 
that infamy, which even in idea he could 

not bear. - ' : 

His governor, finding him fo reafon 
able, profited by thefe moments of re- 
flection; and, in order to prevent.a re- 
lapfe, propofed that he fhould engage 
in fome delightful fiudy that would 
agreeably amufe his imagination, and 
gradually detach him from thofe con- 
neétions which had involved him in fo 
many troublefome adventures, For this 


‘purpofe he, with many rapturous en- 


comiums, recommended the inathema- 
ticks, as yielding more rational and 
fenfible pleafures to a youthful fancy 
than any other fubjeéct of contemplation; 
and actually began to read Euclid with 
him that fame afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of 
learning with all that warmth of appli- 
cation which boys commonly yield on 
the firft change of ftudy; but he had 
fcarce advanced beyond the Poxs Afng- 
rum, when lis ardour abated ; the teft 
of truth by demonftration, did not ele- 
vate him to thofe tran{ports of joy with 
which his preceptor had regaled his ex- 
pe&tation ; and before: he arrived at the 
fortieth and feventh propofition, he be- 
gan to yawn drearily, make abundance 
of wry faces, and thought himfelf but 
indifferently paid for his attention, — 
ie ¢ 
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he fhared the vaft difcovery of Pythago- 
yas, and underitood that the fquare of 
the hypothenufe was equal to the {quares 
of the other two fides of a right angled 
triangle. He was afhamed, however, to 
fail in his undertaking, and perfevered 
‘with great induttry, uatil he had finifh- 
ed the firft four books, acqtired plain 
trigonometry, with the method of alge- 
braical calculation, and made him(elf 
well acquainted with the principles of 
furveying. But no confidcration could 
prevail upon him to extend his inqui- 
ries farther in this 'fcience: and he re- 
turned with double relifi to his former 
avocations; like a ftream, which being 
dammed, accumulates more force, and 
burlting over it’s mounds, rufhes down 
with double impetuofity. | 
Mr. Jolter faw with aftonifhment and 
chagrin, but could not refi{t the torrent. 
Wis behaviour was now no other than 
a feries of licence and effrontery ; prank 
fucceeded prank, and outrage followed 
outrage, with furprizing velocity. Com- 
plaints were every day preferred againft 
him; in vain were admonitions bettow- 
ed by the governor in private, and me- 
naces difcharged by the mafters in pub- 
lick ; he difregarded the firft, defpifed 
‘the Jatter, divefted himfelf of all man- 
ner of reftraint, and proceeded in his 
Gareer to fuch a pitch of audacity, that 
a confultation was held upon the fub- 
ject, in which it was determined, that 
this untoward {pirit flould be humbled 
by a fevere and ignominious flogging 
for the very next offence he fhould com- 
mit. In-the mean time, Mr. Jolter was 
defired to write in the mafter’s name to 
the commodore, requeiting him to re- 
move Tom Pipes from the perfon of his 


nephew, the faid Pipes being a princi-, 


pal aétor and abettor in all h’s imalver- 
{ations ; and to puta ftop tothe month- 
ly vifitations of the mutilated lieute- 
nant; who had never once failed to ufe 
his permiffion, but came punétual to a 
day, always fraught with fome new 
invention. Indeed, by this time, Mr. 
Hatchway was as well known, and 
ymuch better beloved, by every boy in 
#re fchool, than the mafter who mftrucé&t- 
ed him, and always received by a num - 
ber of {cholars, who ufed to attend Pe- 
recrine when he went forth to meet his 
friend, and conduét him to his lodging 
with publick tellimonies of joy and. ap- 
plaute. 1 


%- fos Tom Pipes, he was not fo 


al 
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properly the ‘attendant of Peregrine, as 
matter of the revels to the whole {chool. 
~He mingled in all their parties, and fu- 
perintended the diverfions, deciding be- 
tween boy and boy, as if he acted by 
commiffion under the great fesl. He 
regulated their motions by his whittle; 
initructed the young boys in the gimes 
of huftle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck- 
farthmg ; imparted to thofe of a more 
advanced age the feiences of cribbage 
and all-fours, together with the me- ‘ 
thod of forming the caftle, a€ting the 
comedy of Prince Arthur, and other 
pantomimes, as they are commonly ex- 
hibited at fea; and inftruéted the {c- 
niors,, who were diftinguifhed by the ap- 
pellation of bloods, in cudgel: playing, 
dancing the St. Giles’s hornpipe, drink- 
ing flip, and fmoaking tobacco. Thefe 
qualifications had rendered him fo ne- 
ceflary and acceptable to the {cholars, 
that, exclufive of Perry’s concern in 
the affair, his difmiffion, in al] proba- 
bility, would have produced fome dan- 
gerous convulfion in the community. 
Jolter, therefore, knowing his import- 
ance, informed his pupil of the direc- 
tioas he had received,.and very can- 
didly afked how he fhould demean him- 
felf in the execution; for he durft not 
write to the commodore without this 
previous notice, fearing that the young 
gentleman, as foon as he fhould get an 
inkling of the affair, would follow the 
example, and make his uncle acquaint- 
ed with certain anecdotes, which it was 
the governor's intereft to keep conceal - 
ed. Peregrine was of opinion that he 
fhould {pare himfelf the trouble of con- 
veying any complaints to the commo- 
dore; and if queftioned by the mafter, 
affure him he had complied with his de- 
fire; at the fame time he promifed faith- 
fully to condué himfelf with fuch cir- 
cumfpeétion for the future, that the ma- 
fters fllould have no temptation to re- 
vive the inquiry. But the refolution 
attending this exrorted promife was toa 
frail to Jaft, and in Jefs than a fort- 
night our young hero found himfelf 
intangled in an adventure from which 
he was not extricated with his ufual 
good fortune. 
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TAIN GARDENER 3} SUBLIMES HIS 
IDEAS, COMMENCES GALLANT, 
AND BECOMES ACQUAINTED 
WITH MISS EMILY GAUNTLET, 
H E and fome of his companions one 
day entered a garden in the fub- 
urbs, and having indulged their appe- 
_tites, defired to know what fatisfaétion 
they muft make for ‘9 fruit they had. 
pulled. The gardener demanded what 
(in their opinion) was an exorbitant 
price; and they, with many approbri- 
ous terms, refufed to pay it.\ The pea- 
fant, being furly and untraétable, in- 
fitted upon his right; neither was he 
deficient or {paring in the eloquence of 
vulgar abufe. His guefts attempted to 
retreat; a {cuffle enfued, in which Pe- 
regrine loft his cap, and the gardener 
being in danger from the number of his 
foes, called to his wife to let loofe the . 
dog, who inftantly flew to his matter’s 
affiftance; and after having tore the leg 
of one, and the fhoulder of another, 
put the whole body of fcholars to flight. 


Enraged at the indignity which had been — 


offered them, they folicited a reinforce- 
ment of their friends ; and with Tom 
Pipes at their head, marched back to 
the field of battle. Their adverfary f{ee- 
ing them approach, called his appren- 
tice, who worked at the other end of 
the ground, to his affiftance, armed him 
with a mattock, while he himfelf wield- 
ed an hoe, bolted his door on the infide, 
- and flanked with his man and maftff, 
waited the attack without flinching. He 
had not remained three minutes in this 
. pofture of defence, when Pipes, who 
acted as the enemy's forlorn hope, ad- 
vanced to the gate with great intrepidi- 
ty, and clapping his foot to the door, 
-which was none of the ftouteft, with 
the execution and difpatch of a petard, 
fplit it into a thoufand pieces. This fud- 
den execution had an immediate effect 
upon the prentice, wlio retreated with 
great precipitation, and efcaped at a 
oftern, But the mafter placed himtelf, 
ike another Hercules, in the breach; 
and when Pipes, brandifhing his cudgel, 
ftepped forward to engage him, levelled 
his weapon with fuch force and dexte- 
rity at his head, that had’the fkull been 
_made of penetrable ftuff, the iron edge 
mutt have cleft his patein twain. Cafe- 
mated as he was, the inftrument cut 
fheer even to the bone, on which it 
firuck with fuch amazing violence, that 
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{parks of real fire were produced by the 
collifion. And let not the incredulous 
reader pretend to doubt the truth of this 
phenomenon, until he shall have firk 


' perufed the ingenious Peter Kolben’s 


Natural Hiftory of the Cape of Good 
Hope, where’ the inhabitants commonly 
ufe to ftrike fire with the fhin-bones of 
lions which have been killed in that part 
orAfmck., — 

Pipes, though a little’ difconcerted, 
far from being difabled by the blow, 
in a trice retorted the compliment with 
his truncheon, which, had not his an- 
tagonift expeditioufly flipped his head 
afide, would have laid him breathlefs 
acrofs his own threfhold; but, happily 
for him, he received the falutation upon 
his right fhoulder, which crafhed be- 
neath the ftroke, and the hoe dropped 
inftantly from his tingling hand. “Tom 
perceiving, and being unwilling to fore- 
go the advantage he had gained, darted 
his head into the bofom of this fon of , 
earth, and overturned him on the plain, 
being himfelf that inftant affaulted by 
the maftiff, who faftened upon the out- 
fide of his thigh. ‘Feeling himfelf in- 
commoded by this affailant in his rear, 
he quitted the proftrate gardener to the 
refentment of His affociates, who poured 
upon him in fhoals, and turning about, 
laid hold with both his hands of this 
ferocious animal’s throat, which he 
f{queezed with fuch incredible force and 
perfeverance, that the creature quitted 
his hold; his tongue lolled out of his 
jaws, the blood ftarted from his eyes, 
and he fwung a lifelefs trunk between 
the hands of his vanquifher. 

It was well for his mafter that he did 
not longer exift; for by this time he 
was overwhelmed by fucli a multitude 
of foes, that his whole body f{carce af- 
forded points of contaét to all the fitts 
that drummed upon it; confequently, 
to ufea vulgar phrafe, his wind was al- 
moft knocked out, before Pipes had 
leifure to interpofe in his behalf, aud 
perfuade his offenders to defift, by re- 
prefenting that the wife had gone to 
alarm the neighbourhood, and that 12 
all probability they would be intercept- 
ed in their return. They aceording- 
ly liftened to his remonftrances, ard 
marched homewards in triumph, leav- 
ing the gardener in the embraces of his 
mother earth, from which he had not 
power to move when he was found by 


his difconfelate help»mate and fome 
G friends 
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friends whom fhe had affembled for his 
affiftance. Among thefe was a black- 
fmith and farrier, who took ay 
of his carcafe, every limb of which 
having examined, he declared there was 
no bone broke, and taking out his fleam, 
blooded him plentifully as he lay. He 
was then conveyed to his bed, from 
which he was not able to ftir during a 
whole month. His family coming up- 
on the parifh, a formal complaint was 
miade to the mafter of the {chool, and 
Peregrine reprefented as the ring-leader 
of thofe who committed this barbarous 
affault. An enquiry was immediately 
fet on foot, and the articles of impeach- 


ment being fully proved, our hero was ° 


fentenced to be feverely chaftifed in the 
face of the whole fchool. This was a 
difgrace, the thoughts of which his proud 
heart could not brook. He refolved to 
make his elopement ‘rather than under- 
go the punifhment to which he was 
doomed; and having fignified his fen- 
timents to his confederates, they pro- 
mifed, one and all, to ftand by him, 
and either fcreen him from chaftifement, 
or fhare his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protefta- 
tion, he appeared ‘unconcerned on the 
day that was appointed for his punith- 
ment; and when he was called to his 
deftiny, advanted towards the fcene, 
attended by the greateft part of the 
{cholars, who intimated their determi- 
nation to the mafter, and propofed that 
Peregrine fhould be forgiven. ‘The fu- 
perior behaved with that dignity of de- 
meanor which became his place, repre- 
{ented the folly and prefumption of their 
demand, reprehended them for their au- 
dacious proceeding, and ordered every 
boy to his refpective ftation. They 
obeyed his command, and our unfortu- 
nate hero was publickly horfed, zz ter- 
vorem of all whom it might concern. 

This difgrace had a very fenfible effe&t 
upon the mind of Peregrine, who hav- 
ing by this time paffed the fourteenth 
year of his age, began to adopt the pride 
and fentiments of aman. Thus dif- 
honourably ftigmatized, he was afhamed 
to appear in publick as ufual; he was 
incenied againft his companions for 
their infidelity and irrefolution, and 
plunged into a préfound reverie that laft- 
ed feveral weeks, during which he fhook 
off his boyifh connections, and fixed his 
view upon objeéts which he thought 
more worthy of his attention. 
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In the courfe of his gymnaftick exer- 
cifes, at which he was very expert, he 
contracted intimacies with feveral youths 
who were greatly his fuperiors in point 
of age, and who, pleafed with his afpir- 
ing genius and addrefs, introduced him 
into parties of gallantry which ftrongly 
captivated his inclination. He was by 
nature particularly adapted for fucceed- 
ing in adventures of this kind; over 
and above a moft engaging perfon, that 
improved with his years, he poffeffed a 
dignified aflurance, an agreeable feroci- 
ty, which inhanced the conqueft of the 
fair who had the good fortune to enflave 
him, unlimited generofity, and a fund 
of humour which never failed to pleafe, 
Nor was he deficient in the more folid 
accomplifhments of youth; he had pro 
fited in his ftudies beyond expeétation, 
and befides that fenfibility of difcern- 
ment which is the foundation of tafte, 
and in confequence of which he diftin- 
guifhed and enjoyed the beauties of the 
clafficks, he had already given feveral 
fpecimens of a very promifing poetick 
talent. 

With this complexion and thefe qua- 
lifications, no wonder that our hero ate 
tracted the notice and affections of the 
young Delias in town, whofe hearts had 
juft began to flutter for they knew not 
what. Enquiries were made concerning 
his condition ; and no fooner were his ex - 
pectations known, than he was invited 
and careffed by all the parents, while 
their daughters vied with each other in 
treating him with particular complacen- 
cy. He infpired love and emulation 
wherever he appeared ; envy and jealptis 
rage followed of courfe; fo that he be- 
came a very defirable, though a very 
dangerous acquaintance. His modera~- 
tion was not equal to this fuccefs; his 
vanity took the lead of his paffions, dif- 
fipating his attention, which might 
otherwife have fixed him to one object; 
and he was pofleffed with the rage of 
increafing the number of his conquefts, 
With this view he frequented publick- 
walks, concerts, and aflémblies, be- 
came remarkably rich and fafhionable 
in his cloaths, gave entertainments to 
the ladies, and was in the ntmoft ha- 
zard of turning out a moft egregious 
coxcomb. 

While his chara&ter thus wavered be- 
tween the ridicule of fome, and the re- 
gard of others, an accident happened, 
which, by contraéting his view to one. 

object, 
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objet, detached him from thofe vain 
por lui that would in time have plunged 

im into an abyfs of folly and contempt. 
Being one evening at the ball which is 
always given to the ladies at the time 
of the races, the perfon who acted as 
matter of the ceremonies, knowing how 


fond Mr. Pickle was of every opportu- — 


nity to difplay himfelf, came up and 
told him, that there was a fine young 
creature, at the other end of the room, 
who feemed to have a great inclination 
to dance a minuet, but wanted a part- 
ner, the gentleman who attended her 
-being in boots. 

Peregrine’s vanity being arouzed’ at 
this intimation, he went up to recon- 
noitre the young lady, and was ftruck 
with admuration at her beauty. She 
feemed to be of his own age, was tall, 
and, though flender, exquilitely fhaped ; 
her hair was auburn, and in fuch plen- 
ty, that the barbarity of drefs had not 
been able to prevent it from fhading 
both fides of her forehead, which was 
high and polifhed; the contour of her 
face was oval, her nofe very little raifed 
into the aquiline fourm, that contri- 
buted: to the fpirit and dignity of her 
afpect; her mouth was fimall, her lips 
plump, juicy, and delicious, her teeth 
regular and white as driven fnow, her 
complexion incredibly delicate, and 
glowing with health, and her full blue 
eyes beamed forth vivacity and love: 
her mien was at the fame time com- 
manding and engaging, her addrefs per- 
fectly genteel, and her whole appearance 
fo captivating, that our young Adonis 
looked, and.was overcome. 

_ He no fooner recollected himfelf from 
his aftonifhment, than he advanced to 
her with a graceful air of refpeét, and 
begged fhe would do him the honour to 
walk a minuet with him. She feemed 
particularly pleafed with his application, 
and very frankly complied with his re- 
queft. This pair was too remarkable to 
efcape the particular notice of the com- 
pany; Mr. Pickle was well known by al- 
moit every body in the room, but his 
partner was altogether a new face, and of 
confequenceunderwentthecriticifm of all 
the ladiesin the affembly: one whifpered, 
‘ She has a good complexion, but don't 
* you think fhe isa little awry?” A 
fecond pitied her for her mafculine nofe ; 
a third obferved, that fhe was aukward 
for want of feeing company; a fourth 
diftinguifhed fomething very bold in-her 
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countenance; and, in fhort, there was 
not a beauty in her whole compofition, 
which the glafs of envy did not pervert 
into a blemifh. 

The men, however, looked upon her 
with different eyes; among them her 
appearance produced an univerfal mur- 
mur of applaufe; they encircled the 
{pace on which fhe danced, and were en- 
chanted by her graceful motion. ‘While 
they launched out in the praifes of her, 
they exprefled their difpleafure at the 
good fortune of her partner, whom they 
damned for a little finical coxcomb, that 
was too much engroffed by the contem- 
plation of his own perfon, to difcern or 
deferve the favour of his fate. He did 
not hear, therefore could not repine at 
thefe inveétives; but while they ima- 
gined he indulged his vanity, a much 
more generous paffion had taken poflef- 
fion of his heart. = ‘ 

Initead of that petulance of gaiety for 
which he had been diftinguithed in his 

\publick appearance, he now gave mani- 
feft figns of confufion and concern; he 
danced with an anxiety which impeded 
his’ performance, and bluthed to the 
eyes at every falfe ftep he made. ‘Though 
_this extraordinary agitation was over- 
Jooked by the men, it could not efcape 
the obfervation of the ladies, who per- 
ceived it with equal furprize arid refent- 
ment; and when Peregrine led his fair 
unknown to her feat, expreffed their 
pique in an affected titter, which broke 

‘ from every mouth at the fame inftant, as 

if all of them had been informed by the 
fame fpirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this unman- 
nerly mark of difapprobation; and, in 
order to increafe their chagrin, endea- 
voured to enter into particular converfa- 
tion with their fair rival. The ‘young 
lady herfelf, who neither wanted pene- 
tration, nor the confcioufnefs of her 
own accomplifhments,. refented their 
behaviour, though fle triumphed at the 
caufe of it, and gave her partner all the 
encouragement he could defire. Her 
mother, who was prefent, thanked him 
for his civility in taking fuch notice of a 
ftranger, and he received a compliment 
of the fame nature from the young gen-_ 
tleman in boots, who was her own 
brother. 

If he was charmed with her, appear- 
ance, he was quite ravithed which her 
difcourfe, which was fenfible, fpirited, 
and gay. Her frank and fprightly de- 
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meanour excited his own confidence and 


good-humour; and he defcribed to her- 


the chara€ters of thofe females who had 
honoured them with fuch a f{piteful 
mark of diftinGtion, in terms fo'replete 
with humorous fatire, that the feemed 
to liften with particular complagency of 
attention, and diftinguifhed every nymph 
thus ridiculed with fuch a fignificant 
glance, as overwhelmed her with cha- 
grin and mortification. In fhort, they 
feemed to relifh each other’s converfa- 
tion, during which our young Damon 
acquitted himfelf with great fkill in all 
the duties of gallantry; he laid hold of 
proper opportunities to exprefs his ad- 
miration of her charms, had recourfe 
to the filent rhetorick of tender looks, 
breathed divers infidious fighs, and at- 
tached himfelf wholly to her during the 
yemaining part of the entertainment. 

When the company broke up, the at- 
tended her to her lodgings, and took 
leave of her with a {queeze ‘of the hand, 
after having obtained permiffion to vifit 
her next morning, and been informed 
by the mother that her name was Mifs 
Emilia Gauntlet. 

’ All night long he clofed not an eye, 
but ‘amufed himfelf with plans of plea- 
fure, which his imagination fuggefted, 
in confequence of this new acquaintance. 
He arofe with the lark, adjufted his hair 
into an agreeable negligence of curl, 
and. dreffing himfelf in a genteel grey 
frock trimmed with filver binding, wait- 


ed with the utmoft impatience for the 


hour of ten, which no fooner ftruck than 
he hied him to the place of appointment, 
and enquiring for Mifs Gauntlet, was 


waited above ten minutes, when Emilia 
entered in a moft enchanting undrefs, 
with all the graces of nature playing 
about her perion, and in a moment ri- 
vetted the chains of his fiavery beyond 
the power of ‘accident to unbind. 

Her mother being ftill a-bed, and her 
brother gone to give orders about the 
chaifé, in which they propofed to return 
that fame day to their own habitation, 
he enjoyed her company ¢éte a téte a 
whole hour, during which he declared 

his love in the moft paffionate terms, 
and begged that he might be admitted 
into the number of thofe admirers whom 
fhe permitted to vifit and adore her. 

She affeéted to look upon his vows 
and proteftations as the ordinary effects 

_ of gallantry, and very obligingly af. 


or 
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fured him, that were fhe to live in that 
place, fhe fhould be glad to fee him 
often; but as the fpot on which fhe re- 


fided was at a confiderable diftance, fhe 


could not expect he would go fo far 


‘upon fuch a trifling occafion, to take 


the trouble of providing himfelf with: her 
mamma's permiffion. © 

To this favourable hint he anfwered 
with all the eagernefs of the moft fervid 
paffion, that he uttered nothing but the 
genuine diftates of his heart; that he 


defired nothing fo much as an opportu- 


nity of evincing the fincerity of his pro- 


-fefions; and that though he lived at the 
extremity of the Kingdom, he would 


find means to lay himfelf at her feet, 
provided he could vifit her with her 


*mother’s confent, which he affured her 


he would not fail to folicit. 
She then gave him to underftand, that 


_her habitation was about fixteen miles 


“fron: Winchefler; in a village which 


fhe named, and where (as he ceuld eatil 


collect from her difcourfe) he would be 
no unwelcome gueft. . 
In the midft of this communication 


“they were joined’ by Mrs. Gauntlet, 


who received him with great courtefy, 
thanking him again for his~politenefs 
to Emy at the ball, and anticipated 
his intention, by faying that fhe fhould 
be very glad to fee him at her houfe, if 
ever his occafions fhould call him that 
way. 


CH AvP. *Rvia, 


HE INQUIRES INTO THE SITUA- 
fhewn into a parlour. - Here he had not © 
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TION OF THIS YOUNG LADY, 
WITH WHOM HE IS ENAMOUR- 
ED; ELOPES FROM SCHOOL; Is 
FOUND BY THE LIEUTENANT, 
CONVEYED TO * WINCHESTER, 
“AND SENDS A LETTER WITH A 
COPY OF VERSES’ TO HIS MIS- 


TRESS. 
Ht was tranfported with pleafure 
at this invitation, which he af- 
fured her he thould not negleét; and 
after a little more converfation on gene- 
ral topicks, took his leave of the charm- _ 
ing Emilia, and her prudent mamma, 
who had perceived the firft emotions of 
Mr. Pickie’s paffion for her daugater, 
and been _at fome pains to inquire about ~ 
his family and fortune. 
Neither was Peregrine lefs inquifitive 
about 
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about the fituation and pedigree of his 
new miftrefs; who, -he learned, was the 
only daughter of a field-officer, who died 
before he had it in his power to make 


‘fuitable provifion for his children; that 


the widow lived in a frugal, though de- 
cent manner, on her pention, aflifted by 
the bounty of her relations ; that the fon 
carried arms as voluntecr in the compa- 
ny which his father had commanded ; 
and that Emilia had been educated in 
London, at the expehnce! of a rich un- 
cle, who was icized with the whim of 
marrying at the age of fifty-five; in 
conicquence of which, his niece had 
returned to herimother, without any vi- 
fible dependance, except on her own 
conduct and qualifications. 

Tiis account, though it could not 
diminith his affection, neverthelefs a- 
larmed his pride; for his warm imagi- 
nation had exaggerated all his own 
profpects ; and he began to fear, that 


-his paffion for Emilia might be thought 
to derogate from the dignity of this fitu- - 


ation. ‘The itruggle between his inte- 


‘reft and love produced a_ perplexity 
which had an evident effeét upon his ’be- 


haviour; he became penfive, folitary, 


~and peevith, avoided all publick diver- 


fions, and grew fo remarkably negli- 
gent in his drefs, that he was fcarce 
diftinguifhable by his own acquain- 
tance. ‘This contention of thoughts 
continued feveral weeks, at the end of 
which the charms of Emilia triumphed 
ever every other confideration. Having 
received a fupply of money from the 
commodore, who acted towards him with 
great generofity, he ordered Pipes to put 
up fome linen, and other neceffaries, in 
a fort of knapfack which he could con- 
veniently carry, and thus attended, fet 


‘ out early one morning on foot for the 


village where his charmer lived, at 


which he arrived betore two o'clock in . 


the afternoon; having chofen this me- 
thod of travelling, that his route might 


“not be fo eafily difcovered, as it mutt 
‘ have been had he hired horfes, or taken 


a place in the ftage-coach. 


The firft thing he did was to fecure a « 


convenient lodging at the inn where he 
dined; then he fhifted himfelf, and ac- 
cording to the direétion he had received, 


went to the houfe of Mrs. Gauntlet in 


a tranfport of joyous expectation. As 


he approached the gate, his agitation . 
- ancreafed ; he knocked with impatience 


and concern, the door opened, and he 
had aétually afked if Mrs. Gauntlet 
was at home, before he perceived that 
the portrefs was no other than his dear 
Emilia. She was not without, emotion 
at the unexpected fight of her lover, who 


inftantly recognizing his charmer, obey» 


ed the arrefittible impulfe-of ‘his love, 
and caught the fair creature in his arms. 
Nor did the feem: offended. at this for-- 
wardnefs of behaviour, which might 
have difpleafed another of, a iefs open 
difpofition, or Jefs ufed to the freedom 
of a‘ fenfible education; but her natu. 
ral franknefs had been. encouraged and 
improved by the eafy and familiar in- 
tercourfe in which fhe had-been bred ; 
and therefore, inftead’of reprimanding 
him with a feverity of look, the with 
great good-humour rallied him upon his 


‘affurance, which fhe obferved, was un- 


doubtedly the. effeé&t of his.own con- 


{cious merit, and condudted him intoa 


parlour, where he found her mother, 
who in very polite terms expreffed her 
fatisfaction at feeing ‘him within her 


‘houfe.. .. 
.icAfter tea, Milfs Emy propofed an 


evening: walk, which they enjoyed 
through a variety of little copfes and 


lawns, watered by a moft romantick 


ftream, that quite enchanted the imagi- 
nation of Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from 
this agreeable excurfion, and when our 
lover withed the ladies good night, Mrs. 
Gauntlet infifted upon his ftaying to 
fupper, and treated him with particular 
demonttrations of regard and affeétion. 
As. her ceconomy ‘was not encumbered 
with an unneceflary number of domef- 


. ticks, her own prefence was often re- 


quired in different parts of the houfe, fo 
that the young gentleman was fupplied 
with frequent opportunities of promot- 
ing his fuit, by all the tender oaths and 
infinuations that his. paffion could fug- 
geft. He protefted her idea had taken 
fuch entire poffeffion of lis heart, thrit 
finding himfelf unable to fupport her 
abfence one day longer, he had quitted 
his ftudies, and left his governor by 
ftealth, that he might vifit the object of 
his adoration, and be bleffed in her 
company for a few days without inter- 
ruption. 

She liftened to his addrefles with fuch 
affability as denoted approbation and de- 
light, and gently chid huwasa sige 

els 


54 


ry 
kefs truant, but carefully avoided the 
confefion ef a mutual flame; becaufe 
fhe difcerned in the midft of all his ten- 
dernefs, a levity of pride which fhe 
surft not venture to truft with fuch a de- 
claration. Perhaps fle was confirmed 
3m this. caution by her mother, who very 
wifely, in her civilities to him, main- 
’ taimed a fort ‘of ceremonious diftance, 
which the thought not only requifite for 
the honour and imtereft of her. family, 
but likewife for her own exculpation, 
faould fhe ever be taxed with having 
encouraged or abetted him in the impru- 
dent fallies of his youth: yet, notwith- 
fianding this affeéted referve, he was 
treated. with fuch diftin&tion by both, 
that he was ravithed with his ftuation, 
and became more and more ewamoured 
every day. 
‘While he remained under the influ- 
ence of this fweet intoxication, his ab- 
fence produced great difturbance at 
Winchefter. ) Mr. Jolter was grievouf- 
jy affligted at his abrupt departure, 
which alarmed ‘him the more, as it hap- 
pened after a long fit of melancholy 
which ‘he had perceived in ‘his pupil. 
He communicated his apprehenfions to 
the mafter of the {chool, who advifed 
him to apprize the commodore of his 
mephew’s difappearance, and an the 
mean time, inquire at all the inns. in 
town, whether he had hired horfes, or 
any fort of carriage, for his convey- 
ance, or was met with on the road by 
any perfon who could give an account 
of the direction in which he travelled. 
This fcrutiny, though performed 
with great diligence and minutenefs, 
was altogether ineffectual; they could 
obtain no intelligence of the run-away. 
Mr. Trunnion was well nigh diftraéted 
at the news of his flight; he raved with 
great fury at the imprudence of Pere- 
grine, whom in his firft tranfports he 
damned as an ungrateful deferter; then 
he curfed Hatchway and Pipes, who he 
fwore had foundered the lad by their 
pernicious counfels; and, laftly, tran{- 
ferred his execrations upon Jolter, ‘be- 
‘caufe he had not kept a better look- 
out: finally, he made an apoftrophe to 
that fon of a bitch the gout, which for 
‘the prefent difabled him. from fearching 
for his nephew in perfon. That he 
might not, however, neglect any means 
in his power, he immediately difpatched 
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exprefles to all the fea-port fowns on 
that coaft, that he might be prevented 
from leaving the kingdom; and the 
lieutenant, at his own defire, was fent 
acrofs the country in queft of this young 
fugitive. 

Four days had he unfuccefsfully car~ 
ried on his inquiries with great accuras 
cy; when, refolving to return by Win- 
chefter, where he hoped to meet with 
fome hints of intelligence, by which he 
might profit in his future fearch, he 
ftruck off the common road to take the 
benefit of a nearer cut; and finding 
himfelf benighted near a village, took 
‘up his lodgings at the firftinn to which 
his horfe directed him. Having befpoke - 
fomething for fupper, and retired to his 
chamber, where he amufed himfelf with 
a pipe, he heard a confufed noife of 
ruttick jollity, which being all of a fud- 
den interrupted, after a fhort paufe his 
ear was faluted with the voice of Pipes, 
who, at the folicitation of the compa- 
ny, began to entertain them with a 
fong. 

iatchway inftantly recognized the 
-well-known found, in which indeed he 
could not pofibly be miftaken, as no- 
‘thing in nature bore the Jeaft refem- 
blance to it; he threw his pipe into the 
chimney, and {natching up one of his 
piftols, ran immediately to the apart- 
ment from whence the voice iflued ; he 
no fooner entered, than diftinguifhing 
his old thip-mate in a crowd of country 
peafants, he in a moment fprung upon 


‘him, and clapping his piftol to his 
. breaft, exclaimed, ‘ D—n you, Pipes, 
»* you are a dead man, if you don’t 


‘ mmediately produce young mafter!” 
' This menacing application had a 
much greater effect upon the company 
than upon Tom, who looking at the 
lieutenant, with great tranquillity, re- 
pled, ‘ Why fo I can, Mafter Hatch- 
‘ way.’-——-* What! fafe and found?’ 
cried the other. ‘ Asaroach!’ anfwer- 
ed Pipes, fo much to the fatisfaction of 
his friend Jack, that he fhook him by 
the hand, and defired him to proceed 
with his fong. ‘This being eoeegakel, 
and the reckoning difcharged, the two 
friends adjourned to the other room, 
where the lieutenant was informed of 
the manner in which the young gentle- 
man had made his elopement from col- 
lege, as well ws of the other i at 
e 
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6f his prefent fituation, as far as they 
had fallen within the {phere of his com-. 
prehenfion. 

While they fat thus conferring to- 
gether, Peregrine having taken leave of 
kis miftrefs for the night, came home, 
and was not a little furpiized, ‘when 
Hatchway entering his chamber in his 
feaattitude, thruft out his hand by way 
of falutation. His old pupil received him 
as ufual, with great cordiality, and ex- 
prefled his aftonifhment at meeting him 
in that place; but when he underftood 
the caufe and intention of his arrival, 
he ftarted with concern ; and his vifage 
glowing with indignation, told him he 
was old enough to be judge of his own 
conduct, and when he ‘fhould fee it con- 
venient, would return of himfelf; but 
thofe who thought he was to be com- 
pelled to his-duty, would find them{elves 
egrepioufly miftaken. 


- The lieutenant affured him, that for 


is own part he had no intention to offer 
him the leaft violence; but, at the fame 


, time, he reprefented to him the danger 


of incenfing the commodore, who was 
already almoft diftracted on account of 
his abfence: and, in fhort, conveyed 
his arguments, which were equally ob- 
vious and valid, in fuch expreffions of 
friendfhip and ‘refpeét, that Peregrine 
yielded to his remonftrances, and pro- 
mifed to accompany him next day to 
Winchetter. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the fuccefs 
of his negociation, went immediately to 
the hoftler, and befpoke a poft-chaife for 
Mr. Pickle and his man; with whom he 
afterwards indulged himfelf in a dou- 
ble cann of rumbo; and when the night 


‘was pretty far advanced, left the lover 


to his repofe, or rather to the thorns of 
his own meditation; for he flept not one 
moment, being inceffantly tortured with 
the profpeét ot parting from his divine 
Emilia, who had now acquired the mott 
abfolute empire over his foul. One mi- 
nute he propofed to depart early in the 
morning, without fecing this enchantrefs, 
in whole bewitching prefence he durit 
not trufthis own refolution. Then the 
thoughts of leaving her in fich an ab- 
rupt and difrefpeétful manner, inter- 
oéed in favour of his love and honour. 
p is war of fentiments kept him all 
night upon the rack, and it was time to 
rife before he had determined to vifit his 
charmer, and candidly impart the mo- 
taves that induced him to leave her. 
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He accordingly repaired to her mo- 
ther’s houfe with a heavy heart, being 
attended to the gate by Hatchway, wha 
did not chufe to leave him alone; and 
being admitted, found Emilia jut rifen, 


and, in his opinion, more beautiful than 


ever. 

Alarmed at his early vifit, and the 
gloom that overfpread his countenance, 
the ftood in filent expectation of hearing 
fome melancholy tidings; and it was 
not till after a confiderable paufe, that 
he collected refolution enough to tell her 
he was.come to take. his leave. Though 
fhe ftrove to conceal her forrow, nature 
was not to be fupprefied; every feature 


of her countenance faddened in-a mo- 
ment, and it wag not without the ume 
difficulty that fhe kept her lovely eyes 
from overflowing. He faw.the fitua- 


tion of her thoughts, and’ in order te 


valleviate her concern, aflured. her -he 


fhould find means to’ fee her again inva 
very few weeks; meanwhile he com- 
municated his reafons for departing, im 


‘which ‘fhe readily acquiefced ; and hav- 


ing mutually confoled each other, thew 
tranfports of grief fubfided, and before 
Mrs. Gauntlet came .down ftairs, they 
were in a condition to behave with great 
decency and refignation. 

This good lady exprefled her concera 
when fhe learned his refolution, faying, 
fhe hopéd his occafions and inclinations 
would permit him to favour them witia 


‘bis agreeable company another time. 


The lieutenant, who began to be un- 
eafy at Peregrine’s ftay, knocked at the 
door, and bemg introduced by his friend, 
had the honour of breakfafting with the 
ladies ; on which occafion his heart re- 
ceived fucha rude fhock from the charms 


- of Emilia, that he afterwards made a 


merit with his friend of having cone 
{trained himfelf fo far, as to forbear 
commencing his profefled rival. 
Atlength they bade adieu totheirkind 
entertainers, and in lefs than an hour 
fetting out from the inn, arrived about 
two o’clock in Winchefter, where Mr. 
Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at ther 
appearance. 
‘The nature of this adventure being 
unknown to all except thofe who could 


be depended upon, every body who en- 


quired about the caufe of Peregrine’s 
abfence, was told that he had beer with 
a relation in the country, and the mafter 
condefcended to overlook his indifcre- 
tion; fo that Hatchway feeing evay 

thing 
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thing fettled to the fatisfaction of his 
friend, returned to the garrifon, and gave 
the commodore an account of his expe- 
dition. 

The old gentleman was very much 
ftartled when he heard there#was alady 
in the cafe, and very emphatically ob- 
ferved, that a man had better be fucked 
into the Gulph of Florida, than once 
get into the indraught of a woman; 
becaufe, in one cafe, he may with good 
pilotage bring out his veffel fafe between 
the Bahama’s and the Indian fhore; but 
in the other there is no outlet at all, and 
it is in vain to ftrive againft the current ; 
fo that of courfe he muft be embayed, 
and run chuck upon a lee-fhore. He 
refolved, therefore, to lay the. ftate of 
the .cafe before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, 
and concert fuch meafures with him as 
fhould be thought likelieft to detach his 
fon from the purfuit of an idle amour, 
which could not fail of interfering in a 
dangerous manner. with the plan of his 
education» 

In the mean time, Perry’s ideas were 
totally engrofled by his amiable mif- 
trefs ;; who, whether he flept or waked, 
was {till prefent in his tmagination, 
which produced the following ftanzas in 
her praife. 


nha»? Ml 
Adieu, ye ftreams that {monthly flow, 
¥e vernal airs that foltly blow, 
Ye plains by blooming {pring array’d, 
¥e birds that warble thro’ the fhade. 
y If. 
Unhurt, from you my foul could fly, 4 
Nor drop one tear, nor heave one figh 3 
But forced from Celia’s charms to party 
All joy deferts my drooping heart, 
lil, 
O! fairer than the rofy morn, 
When flowers the dewy fields adorns 
Unfullied as the genial ray, 
That warms the balmy breeze of May. 
IV. 
Thy charms-divinely bright appear,- 
And add new fplendor to the year; 
Improve the day with freth delight, 
And gild with joy the dreary night! 


This juvenile produ€tion was inclofed 
in a very tender billet to Emilia, and 
committed to the charge of Pipes, who 
was ordered to fet out for Mrs. Gaunt- 
let’s habitation with a prefent of venifon, 
and a compliment to the ladies; and 
directed to take fome opportunity of 
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delivering the letter to Mifs, without 
the knowledge of her mamma. 


- CHAP. XIX. 


HIS MESSENGER MEETS WITH A 
MISFORTUNE, TO WHICH HE AP-= 
PLIES A VERY EXTRAORDINARY 
EXPEDIENT THAT IS ATTEND=- 
ED WITH STRANGE CONSE- 
QUENCES, 


“ a ftage-cpach paffed within twe 
miles of the village where fhe lived, 
Tom bargained with the driver for a feat 
on the box, and accordingly departed on 


_this meflage, though he was but indif- 


ferently quahfied for commiffions of fuch 
a nature: having received particular in- 
junétions about the letter, he refolved 
to make that the chief objeé& of his care, 
and very fagacioufly conveyed it be- 


~ tween his ftocking and tlie fole of his 


foot, where he thought it would be per- 
fe&tly fecure from all injury and acci- 
dent. -Here it remained untilhe arrived 
at the inn where he had formerly lodg- 
ed; when, after having refrefhed him- 
felf with a draught of beer, he pulled 
off his ftocking, and found the poor 
billet fullied with duft, and torn ina 
thoufand tatters by the motion of his 
foot in walking the laft two miles of his 
journey. Thunder-ftruck at this pheno- 


* -menon, he uttered a long and loud 


whew! which was fucceeded by an 
exclamation of ‘D—n my old fhoest 
‘ a biteby G—! then he refted his el- 
bows on the table, and his forehead upon 
his two fifts, and in that attitude deli- 
berated’ with himfelf upon the means of 
remedying this-misfortune. 

As he was not diftraéted by a vaft 
number of ideas, he foon concluded that 
his beft expedient would be to employ 
the clerk of the parifh, who he knew 
was a great fcholar, to write another 
epiftle according to the direétions he 
fhould give him; and never dreaming 


. that the mangled original would in the 


leaft facilitate this fcheme, he very wifely 
committed it to the flames, thatit might 
never rife up in judgment againit him. 
Having taken this wife ftep, he went 
in queft of the fcribe, to whom he com- 
-municated his bufinefs, and promifed a 
full pot by way of gratification. The 
clerk, who was alfo {chool-mafter, proud 
ef an opportunity to diftinguifh his ta- 
lents, 
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fents,- readily undertook the tafk ; and 
repairing with his employer to the inn, 
in lefs than a quarter of an hour-pro- 
duced a morfel of eloquence fo much to 
the fatisfaétion of Pipes, that he {queez- 
ed his hand by way of acknowledg- 


ment, and doubled his allowance of - 


beer. This being difcuffed, our cou- 
rier betook himfelf to the houfe of Mrs. 
Gauntlet, with the haunch of venifon 
and this fuccedaneous letter, and deli- 
vered his meffage to the mother, who 
received it with great refpect, and many 
kind enquiries about the health and wel- 
fare of his mafter, attempting to tip the 
meflenger a crown, which he abfolutely 
refufed to accept, in confequehce of 
Mr. Pickle’s repeated caution. 
the old gentlewoman turned to a fer- 
vant, in order to give directions about 
the difpofal of the prefent, Pipes looked 
upon this as a favourable occafion to 
tranfacét his bufinefs with Emilia, and 
therefore fhutting one eye, with a jirk 
of his thumb towards his left fhoulder, 
and a moft fignificant twift of his coun- 
tenance, he- beckoned the young lady 
into another rpom, as if he had been 
fraught with fomething of confequence, 
which he wanted to impart. She under- 
ftood the hint, howfoever ftrangely com- 
municated ; and by ftepping to one fide 
of the room, gave him an opportunity 
of flipping the epiftle into her hand, 
which he gently fqueezed at the fame 


time in token of regard: then throw- . 


ing a fide-glance at the mother, whofe 
back was turned, clapped his finger on 
the fide of his nofe, thereby recom- 
mending fecrefy and difcretion. 

Emelia conveying the letter into her 
bofom, could not help fmiling at Tom’s 
politenefs and dexterity; but left her 
mamma fhould deteé& him in the exe- 
cution of his pantomime, fhe broke off 
this intercourfe of figns, by afking a- 
loud, when he propofed,to fet out on his 
return to-Winchefter. When he an- 
{wered, * To-morrow morning.” Mrs. 
Gauntlet recommended him to the hof- 
pitality of her own footman, defiring 
him to make much of Mr. Pipes below, 
where he was kept to fupper, and very 
cordially entertained. Our young he- 
roine, impatient to read her lover’s bil- 
Jet, which made her heart throb with 
rapturous expeétation, retired to her 
chamber as foon as poffible, with a view 
of perufing the contents, which were 
thefe, 


While 


‘ DIVINE EMPRESS OF MY SOUL! 


‘ L. the refulgent flames of your beau- 
_ & § ty had not evaporated the parti- 
‘cles of my tranfported brain, and 
« {corched my intelleéts intoa cinder of 
‘ ftolidity, perhaps the refplendency of 
‘my paflion might fhine illuftrious 
‘ through the fable curtain of my ink, 
‘and in fublimity tranfcend the ga- 
* laxy itfelf, though wafted on the pi- 
‘ nions of a grey goofe-quill! But, ah! 

‘ celeftial enchantrefs ! the necroman-, 
* cy of thy tyrannical,charms hath fet- 
‘ tered my faculties with adamantine 
‘ chains, which unlefs thy .compaffion 
* thal! melt, I muft eternally remain in 
* the Tartarean gulph of difmal defpair. 
‘ Vouchfafe, therefore, O thou bright- 
* eft luminary of this terreftrial {phere ! 

* to warm as well as fhine; and let the 
* genial rays of thy benevolence melt 

‘ the icy emanations of thy difdain, 

‘* which hath frozen up the {pirits of an- 
‘ gelick preheminence! ‘Thy moft egre- 

§ gious admirer and fuperlative flave, 
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Never was aftonifhment more per- 
plexing than that of Emilia, when the 
read this curious compofition, which the 
repeated verbatim three times before fhe 
would credit the evidence of her own 
fenfes. She began to fear in good earn- 
elt that love had produced a diforder in 
her lover’s wnderftanding; but after a 
thoufand conjectures, by which fhe at- 
tempted to account for this extraordi- 
nary fuftian of ftyle, the conciuded that 
it was the effect of mere levity, .calcu- 
lated to ridicule the paffion he had for- 
merly profeffed. Irritated by this fup- 
pofition, fhe refolved to baulk his tri- 
umph with affected indifference, and in 
the mean time endeayour to expel him 
from that place which he poffefled with- 
in her heart. And, indeed, fuch a vice 
tory over her inclinations might have 
been obtained without great difficulty 5 
for fhe enjoyed an eafinefs of temper, 
that could accommodate itfelf to the 
emergencies of her fate; and her viva 
city, by amufing her imagination, pre- 
ferved her from the keener {enfations of 
forrow. Thus determined and difpofed, 
fhe did not {end any (ort of anfwer, ‘or 
the leaft token of remembrance by Pipes, 
who, was fuffered to depart with a gene- 
ral compliment from the mother, and 
arrived at Winchefter the next day. 

H Pere- 
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‘Peregrine's eyes fparkled when he faw 
his meffenger come in, and he ftretched 
out his hand in full confidence of re- 
ceiving fome particular mark of his Emi- 
lia’s affection; but how was he con- 
founded, when he found his hope fo 
cruelly difappointed! In an inftant his 
countenance fell. He ftood for fome 
time filent and abafhed, then thrice re- 
peated the interrogation of, ‘ What ! not 
€ one word from Emilia?’ And, du- 
bious of his courier’s difcretion, ‘en- 
quired minutely into all the particu- 
lars of his reception. He afked if he 
had feen the young lady; if flie was in 
good health; if he had faund an op- 
avery! of delivering his letter; and 


ow fhe looked when he put it into her ~ 


hand. Pipes anfwered, that he had ne- 
ver. feen her in better health or higher 
Spirits; that he had managed matters fo 
as not only ta prefent the billet unper- 
ceived, but alfo to afk her commands 
in private before he took his leave, when 
fhe told him that the letter required no 
reply. This laft circumftance he con- 
fidered as a manifeft mark of difrefpect, 
and gnawed his Jips with refentment. 
Upon farther reflection, however, he fup- 
pofed that fhe could not conveniently 
write by the meffenger, and would un- 
doubtedly favour him by the poft. This 
confideration confoled him for the pre- 
fent, and he waited impatiently for the 
fruits of his hope; but after he had 
feen eight days elapfed without reaping 
the fatisfaGtion with which he had flat- 
tered himfelf, his temper forfook him, 
he raved againft the whole fex, and was 
feized with a fit of fullen chagrin; but 
his pride in a little time came to his af- 
fiftance, and refcued him from the hor- 
rors of the melancholy fiend. He re- 
falyed to retort her own negleé&t upon 
his ungrateful miitrefs ; his countenance 
gradually refumed it’s former ferenity ; 
and though by this time he was pretty 
well cured of his foppery, he appeared 
again at publick diverfions with an air 
of gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia 
might have a chance of hearing how 
much, in all likelihood, he difregarded 
her difdain. 

There are never wanting certain of- 
ficious perfons, who take pleaiure in 
promoting intelligence of this fort. His 
behaviour foon reached the ears of Mifs 
Gauntlct, and confirmed her in the opi- 
nion fhe had conceived from his letter ; 
fo that fhe fortified herfelf in her former 
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fentiments,, and bore his indifference 

with great philofophy. Thus, a cor- 

re{pondence which had commenced with 

all the tendernefs and fincerity of love, 

and every promife of duration, was in-, 
terrupted in it’s infancy by a mifunder- 

itanding occafioned by the fimplicity of 
Pipes, who never once reflected upon 

the confequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual paffion was by 
thefe means fupprefled for the prefent, 
it was not altogether extinguifhed, but 
glowed in fecret, though even to them- 
felves unknown, until an occafion which 
afterwards offered, blew up the latent \ 
flame, and Love refumed his empire in | 
their breafts. 

While they moved, as it were, with- 
out the fphere of each other's attraction, 
the commodore, fearing that Perry was 
in danger of involving himfelf in fome 
pernicious engagement, refolved, by ad- 

vice of Mr. Jolter and his friend the - 
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/ parifh prieft, to recal him from the place 


where he had cantraéted fuch impru- 
dent conneétions, and fend him to the 
univerfity, where his education might 
be compleated, and his fancy weaned 
from all puerile amufements. 

Thsis plan had been propofedto his own 
father, who, as hath been already ob- 
ferved, ftood alwavs neuter in every 
thing that concerned his eldeft fon; and 
as for Mrs. Pickle, fhe had never heard 
his name mentioned fince his departure 

~ with any degree of temper or tranquilli- 
ty, except when her hufband informed 
her that he was ina fair way of being 
ruined by this indifcreet amour. It was 
then fhe began to applaud her own fore- 
fight, which had difcerned the mark of 
reprobation in that vicious boy, and 
launched out in comparifon between him 
and Gammy; who, fhe oblerved, was a 
child of uncommon parts and folidity, 
and, with the bleffing of God, would be 
a comfort to his parents,-and an orna- 
ment to the family. 

Should I affirm that this favourite, 
whom fhe commended fo much, was in 
every refpeét the reverfe of what the de- 
fcribed ; that he was a boy of mean ca- 
pacity, and though remarkably diftort- 
ed in his body, much more crooked in 
his difpofition ; and that fhe had per- 
fuaded her hufband to efpoufe her opi- 
nion, though it was contrary to com- 
mon fenfe, as well as to his own per- 
ception ; I am afraid the reader oil 
think I reprefent a montter that never 

Y exiled 
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txifted in nature, and be apt to con- 
emn the ceconomy of my invention: 
heverthelefs, there is nothing more true 
than every circumftance of what I have 
advanced ; afd I wifh the picture, fin- 
gular as it is, may not be thought to 
refemble more than one original. 


- 
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PEREGRINE IS SUMMONED TO AT- 
TEND HIS UNCLE; IS MORE AND 
MORE HATED BY HIS OWN MO- 
THER; APPEALS TO HIS FATHER, 
WHOSE CONDESCENSION IS DE- 
FEATED BY THE DOMINION OF 
HIS WIFE, _ | 


UT waving theferefle&tions, let us 

return to Peregrine, who received 
a fummons to attend his uncle, and in 
a few days arrived with Mr. Jolter and 
Pipes at the garrifon, which he filled 
with joy and fatisfagtion. The altera- 
tion which, during his abfence, had 


happened in his perfon, was very fa-- 


vourable in his appearance 5 which, from 
that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a moft engaging youth. 
He was already taller than a middle- 
fized man, his fhape afcertained, his 
finews well knit, his mien greatly im- 
proved, and his whole figure as elegant 
and graceful, as if it had been cait in 


the fame mould with the Apollo of Bel-. 


videre. 

Such an outfide could not fail of pre- 
poffefling people in his favour. ‘The 
commodore, notwith{tanding the advan- 
tagcous reports he had heard, found his 
expectation exceeded in the perfon of 
Peiegrine, and fignified his approba- 
tion in the moft fanguine terms. Mrs. 
Trunnion was ttruck with his genteel 
addrefs, and received him with uncom- 
mon marks of complacency and affec- 
tion: he was carefled by all the people 
in the neighbourhood; who, while they 
admired his accomplifhments, could not 
- help pitying his infatuated mother, for 
being deprived of that unutterable de- 
light which any other parent would have 
enjoyed in the contemplation of fuch an 
amiable fon. 

Divers efforts were made by fome 
well-diipofed people, to conquer, if pof- 
ible, this: monitrous prejudice; but their 
endeavours, inftead of curing, ferved on- 
ly to inflame the diitemper, and fhe ne- 
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ver could be prevailed upon to indulge 
him with the leaft mark of maternal re- 
gard. On the contrary, her original 
difguft degenerated into fuch inveteracy 
of hatred, that fhe left no ftone un- , 
turned to alienate the commodore’s af- 
. feCtion for this her innocent child, and 
even practifed the moft malicious defa- 
mation to accomplith her purpofe. Every 
day did fhe abufe her hufband’s ear with 
fome forged inftance of Peregrine’s in- 
gratitude ‘to his uncle, well knowing 
that it would reach the commodore’s 
knowledge at night. 

Accordingly, Mr. Pickle ufed to tell 
him at theclub, that his hopeful favourite 
had ridiculed him in fuch a company, 
and afperfed his fpoufe upon another 
occafion; and thus retail the little {can~ 
dalous iffue of his own wife's invention. 
Luckily for Peregrine, the commodore 
paid no great regard to the authority of 

is informer, becaufe he knew from 
what canal his intelligence flowed ; be- 
fides, the youth had a ftaunch friend in 
Mr. Hatchway, who never failed to vin- 
dicate him when he was thus unjuftly 
accufed, and always found argument 
enough to confute the aflertions of his 
enemies. But though Trunnion had 
been dubious of the young gentleman’s 
: principles, and deaf to the remonftrances 
of the lieutenant, Perry” was provided 
with a bulwark ftrong enough to de-' 
fend him from all fuck affaults. This 
was no other than his aunt, whofe re- 
gard for him was perceived to increafein 
the fame proportion as his own mother’s 
diminifhed; and, indeed, the augmenta~ 
tion of the one was, in all probability, 
owing to the decreafe of the other; for 
the two ladies, with great civility, per= 
formed all] the duties of good neigh- 
bourhood, and hated each other moft 
pioufly in their hearts. ; 

Mrs. Pickle having been difobliged 
at the {pendor of her fifter’s néw equi-~ 
page, had ever fince that time, in the 
courfe of her vifiting, endeavoured to 
make people metry with fatirical jokes 
on the poor lady's infirmities ; and Mrs. 
Trunnion feized the very firft opportu- 
nity of making reprifals, by inveighing 
againft her unnatural behaviour to her 
own child; fothat Peregrine, as on the 
one hand he was abhorred, fo on the other 
was he carefled,’ in confequence of this 
contention ; and I firmly believe, that 
the moft effe&tual method of defroying 
his intereft at the garrifon, would have 
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the iffue of his own loins. 


60 
been the thew ef countenancing him at 
his father’s houfe: but, whether this 
conjecture be reafonable or chimerical, 
certain it is, the’ experiment was never 
tried, and therefore Mr. Peregrine ran 
no rifque of being difgraced. The com- 
modore, who afiumed, and juftly too, 
the whole merit of his education, was 
now as proud of the youth's improve- 
ments, as if he had actually been his 
own offspring ; and fometimes his af- 
feétion rofe to fuch a pitch of enthufi- 
afm, that he verily believed him to be 
Notwith- 
ftanding this favourable predicament in 
which our hero ftood with his aunt and 
her hufband, he could not help feeling 
the injury he fuffered from the caprice 
of his mother; and though the gaiety 
of his difpofition hindered him from 


afflicting himfelf with refleétions of any © 


gloomy caft, he did not fail to forefee that 
if any fudden accident fhould deprive 
him of the commodore, he would in all 
likelihood find himfelf in a very dif- 
agreeable fituation. Prompted by this 
confideration, he one evening accompa- 
nied his uncle to the club, and was in- 
troduced to his father, before that wor- 
thy gentleman had the leaft inkling of 
his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never fo difcon- 
certed as at this rencounter. His own) 
difpofition would not fuffer him to do 
any thing that might create the leaft 
difturbance, or interrupt his evening’s 
enjoyment; fo ftrongly was he imprefled: 
with the terror of his wife, that he durft 
not yield to the tranquillity of his tem- 
per: and, as I have already obferved, 
his inclination was perfeétly neutral. 


Thus diftraéted between different mo-, 


tives, when Perry was prefented to him, 
he fat filent and abforpt, as if he did not 
or would not perceive the application ; 
and when he was urged to declare him- 
felf by the youth, who pathetically beg - 
ged to know how he had incurred his 
difpleafure, he anfwered in a pcevifh 
ftrain, ‘ Why, good now, child, what 
« would you have me to do? your mo- 
* ther can’t abide you."—‘ Ifiny mo- 
* ther is fo unkind, F will not call it 
* unnatural,” faid Peregrine, the tears 
ef indignation ftarting from his eyes, 
* as to banifh me from her prefence and 
* affection, without the leaft caufe affign- 
yess I hope you will not be fo unyuft 

as to efpoute her barbarous prejudice.’ 
Before Mr. Pickle had time to reply tothis 


ad 
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expoftulation, for which he was not at 
all prepared, the commodore interpofed, 
and enforced his favourite’s remon- 
ftrance, by telling Mr. Gamaliel that 
he was afhamed to fee any man drive 
in fuch a miferable manner under his 
wife's petticoat, * As for my own part,” 
faid he, raifing his voice, and affuming 
4 look of importance and command, 
‘ before I would fuffer myfelf to be 


© fteered all weathers by any woman in 


* Chriftendom, d’ye fee! I'd raife fuch a 
‘ hurricane about her ears, that—’ Here 
he was interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, 
who thrufting his head towards the door, 
in the attitude of one that liftens, cried, 
‘ Ahey! there’s your fpoufe come to 
‘ pay us a vifit... Trunnion’s features 
that inftant adopted a new difpofition: 
fear and confufion took poffeffion ef his 
countenance; his voice from a tone of 
vociferatton funk into a whifper of, 
‘ Sure you muft be miftaken, Jack;” 
and in great perplexity he wiped off the 
{weat which had ftarted on his forehead 
at this falfe alarm. ‘The lieutenant 
having thus punifhed him for the rhodo- 
montade he had uttered, told him with 
an arch fneer, that he was deceived by 
the found of the outward door creaking 
upon it’s hinges, which he miftook for 
Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and defired him 
to proceed with his admonitions to Mr. 
Pickle. -It is not to be denied that this 
arrogance was a little unfeafonable in 


‘the commodore, who was in all refpects 


as effectually fubdued to the dominion 
of his wife, as the perfon whofe fub- 
miffion he then ventured to condemn ; 
with this difference of difpofition : Trun- 
nion’s fubjeétion was like that of a bear, 
chequered with fits af furlinefs and rage ; 
whereas Pickle bore the yoke like an 
ox, without repining. No wonder, then, 
that this indolence, this fluggifhnefs, 
this ftagnation of temper, rendered Ga- 
maliel incapable of withftanding the are 
guments and importunity of his friends, 
to which he at length furrendered. He 
acquiefced in the juitice of their obferva- 
tions, and taking his fon by the hand, 
promifed to favour him for the future 

with his love and fatherly proteétion. 
But this laudable refolution did not 
laft; Mrs. Pickle, {till dubious of his 
con{tancy, and jealous of his commu- 
nication with the commodore, never 
failed to interrogate him every night 
about the converiation that happened at 
the club; and regulate her exhortation 
according 
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according to the intelligence fhe received. 
He was no fooner, therefore, (afely con- 
veyed to bed (that academy in which all 
notablewives communicate their leGtures) 
when her catechifm began; and fhe in 
a moment perceived fomething reluc- 


tant and equivocal in her hufband’s 


anfwers. Arouzed at this difcovery, 
fhe employed her influence and fkill with 
fuch fuccefs, that he difclofed every cir- 
cumftance of what‘had happened; and 
. after having fuftained a molt fevere re- 
buke for his fimplicity and indifcretion, 
humbled himfelf fo far as to promife 
that he would next day annul the con- 
defcenfions he had made, and for ever 
renounce the ungracious object of her 
difguft. ‘This undertaking was punc- 
tually performed in a letter to the com- 
modore, which fhe herfelf dictated in 
thefe words. 


© giRy 


HEREAS my good-nature 

‘ being laft night impofed 
upon, I was perfuaded to counte- 
nance and promife I know not what 
to that vicious youth, whofe parent I 
have the misfortune to be; I defire 
you will take notice that I revoke all 
fuch countenance and promifes, and 
fhall never look upon that man as my 
friend, who will henceforth in fuch a 
caufe folicit, Sir, yours, &c. 


ea 


a onnrhanaena an 


, CHAP. XXI. 


TRUNNION IS ENRAGED AT THE 
CONDUCT OF PICKLE. PERE- 
GRINE RESENTS THE INJUSTICE 
OF HIS MOTHER, TO WHOM HE 
EXPLAINS HIS SENTIMENTS IN 
A LETTER. IS ENTERED AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 
WHERE HE SIGNALIZES HIMSELF 
ahd A YOUTH OF AN ENTER- 
PRIZING GENIUS. 


NSPEAKABLE were the tranf- 

ports of rage to which ‘Trunnion 
was incenfed by this abfurd renuncia- 
tion: he tore the letter with his gums 
(teeth he had none) {pit with furious 
g-imaces, ,in token of the contempt he 
entertained for the author, whem he not 
only damned as a loufy, {cabby, nafty, 


‘ 
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‘feurvy, {culking, lubberly noodle, but 
refolved to challenge to fingle combat 
with fire and fword; but he was dif- 
fuaded from this violent meafure, and 
appeafed by the intervention and advice - 
of the lieutenant and Mr. Jolter, who 
reprefented the meflage as the effect of 
the poor man’s infirmity, for which he 
was rather an objeét a pity than of re~ 
fentment; and turned the ftream of his 
indignation againft the wife, whom he 
reviled accordingly. Nor did Peregrine 
himafelf bear with patience this injurious 
declaration, the nature of which he no 
fooner underftood from Hatchway, than 
equally fhocked and exafperated, he re- 
tired to his apartment, and in the firft 
emotions of his ire, produced the fol- 
lowing epiftle, which was immediately 
conveyed to his mother. 


“ MADAM, 


. H* nature formed me a bug- 

* bear to the fight, and infpired 
me with a foul as vicious as my body 
was deteftable, perhaps I might have 
enjoyed particular marks of your af- 
fection and applaufe: feeing you have 
perfecuted me with fuch unnatural 
averfion, for no other vifible reafon, 
than that of my differing fo widely in 
fhape as well as difpofition, from that 
deformed urchin who is the object of 
your tendernefs andcare. If thofe be 
the terms on which alone I can obtain 
your favour, I pray God you may 
never ceafe to hate, Madam, your 
moft injured fon, 
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This letter, which nothing but his 
paffion and inexperience odflid excufe, 
had fuch an effect upon -his mother, as 
may be eafily conceived. She was en- 
raged toa degree of frenzy againft the 
writer: though at the fame time fhe con- 
fidered the whole as the production of 
Mrs. Trunnion’s particular pique, and 
reprefented it to her hufband as an infult 
that he was bound in honour to refent, 
by breaking off all eg ae with 
the commodore and his family. This 
was a bitter pill to Gamaliel; who, 
through a long courfe of years, was fo 
habituated to ‘Frunnion’s company, 
that he could as eafily have parted with 
a limb, as have relinquifhed the club all 
at once, He therefore ventured to re- 

prefeat 
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prefent his own incapacity to follow her 
advice, and. begged that he might at 
leat be allowed to drop the conneétion 
gradually; protefting that he would do 
his endeavour to give her all manner of 
fatisfaction. 

Meanwhile preparations were made 
for Peregrine’s departure to the univer- 
fity, and in a few weeks he fet out, in 
the feventeenth year of his age, accom- 
panied by the fame attendants who lived 
with him at Winchefter. His uncle 

, laid ftrong injunétions upon him to a- 
void the company of immodeft women, 
to mind his learning, to let him hear of 
his welfare as often as he could {pare 
time to write, and fettled his appomt- 
ments at the rateof five hundred a year, 
including his governor’s falary, which 
was one fifth part of the fum. The 
heart of our young gentleman, dilated 
at the protpect of the figure he fhould 
make with fuch an handfome annuity, 
the management of which was left at 
his own difcretion: and. he amuféd his 
imagination with the mof agreeable re- 
veries during his journey to Oxford, 
which he performed in two days. Here 
being introduced to the head of the col- 
lege, to whom he had been recommend- 
ed, accommodated with genteel apart- 
ments, entered as gentleman commoner 
in the books, and provided with a ju- 
dicious tutor, inftead of returning to 
the ftudy of Greek and Latin, in which 
he thought himfelf already fufficiently 
inftrusted, he renewed his acquaintance 
with fome of his old {chool-fellows, 
whom he found in the fame fituation, 
and was by them iuitiated in all the 
fafhionable diverfions of the place. 

It was not long before he made him- 
felf remarkable for his fpirit and hu- 
mour, which were fo acceptable to the 
bucks of the univerfity, that he was ad- 
mitted as a member of their corpora- 
tion, and in a very little time became 
the moft confpicuous perfonage of the 
whole fraternity; not that he valued 
himfelf upon his ability in fmoaking 
the greateft number of pipes, and 
drinking the largeft quantity of ale; 
thefe were qualifications of too grofs a 
nature to captivate his refined ambition. 
He piqued himfelf on his talent for 
raillery, his genius and tafte, his jer- 
fonal accomplifhments, and his iuccefs 
at intrigue: nor were his excurfions 
confined to the fmall villages in the 
neighbourhood, which arg coinmonly 


al 
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vifited once a week by the fludents for 
the fake of carnal recreation. He kept 
his own horfes, traverfed the whole 
country in parties of pleafure, attended 
all the races within fifty miles of Ox- 


ford, and made frequent jaunts to Lon- 


don, where he ufed to lie incognito du- 
ring the beft part of many aterm. 

_ The rules of the univerfity were too 
fevere to be obferved by a youth of his 
vivacity; and therefore he became ac-. 
quainted. with the proctor by times. 
But all the checks he received were in- 
fufficient to moderate his career; he 
frequented taverns, and coffee-houfes, 
committed midnight frolicks in the 
ftreets, infulted all the fober and paci- 
fick clafs of his fellow-{ftudents; the 
tutors themfelves were not facred trom 
his ridicule; he laughed at the magi- 
ftrate, and neglected every particular of 
college difcipline. 

In vain did they attempt to reftrain 
his irregularities by the impofition of 
fines; he was liberal to profufion, and 
therefore paid without reluctance. Thrice 
did he fcale the windows of a tradefinan, 
with whofe-daughter he had an affair of 
gallantry; as often was he obliged to 
feek his fafety by a precipitate leap ; and 
one night would in all probability 
have fallen a facrifice to an ambufcade 
that was laid by thefather, had not his 
trufty {quire Pipes interpofed in his be- 
half, and manfully refcued him from 


the clubs of his enemies. 


In the midft of thefe exceffes, Mr. 
Jolter finding his admonitions negleét- 
ed, and his influence utterly deftroyed, 
attempted to wean his pupil from his ex- 
travagant, courfes, by engaging his at- 
tention in fome more laudable purfuit. 
With this view he introduced him into 
a club of politicians, who received him 
with great demonftrations of regard, ac- 
commodated themfelves more than he 
could have expected to his jovial difpo- 
fition, and while they revolved fchemes 
for the reformation of the ftate, drank 
with fuch devotion to the accomplifh- 
ment of their plans, that before parting, 
the cares of their patriotifm were quite 
overwhelmed, ‘, — 

Peregrine, though he could not ap- 
prove of their doétrine, refolved to at- 
tach himfelf for fome time to their com- 
pany; becaufe he perceived ample fub- 
ject for his ridicule, in the charaéters of 
thefe wrong-hedded enthufiatts., It was 
a eunitant praétice with them,’ in their 

midnight 
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> midnight confiftories, to fwallow fuch 
plentiful draughts of infpiration, that 
their myfteries commonly ended like 
thofe of the Bacchanalian Orgia ; and 
they were feldom capable of maintain- 


ing that folemnity of decorum which, 


by the nature of their fun&tions, moft 
of them were obliged to profefs. Now 
as Peregrine’s fatirical difpofition, was 
Never more gratified than when he had 
an.opportunity of expofing grave charac- 
ters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a 
mifchievous fnare for his new confede- 
rates, which took effect in this manner. 
In one of their noéturnal deliberations, 
he promoted fuch a fpirit of good fel- 
lowfhip, by the agreeable fallies of his 
wit, which were purpofely levelled 
againft their political adverfaries, that 
by ten o’clock they were allready to 
join in the moft extravagant propofal 
that could be made. They broke their 
glaffes in confequence of his fuggeftion, 
drank healths out of their fhoes, caps, 
and the bottoms of the candlefticks that 


ftood before them, fometimes ftanding. 


with one foot ona chair, and the knee 
bent on the edge of the table; and when 
they could no longer ftand in that pof- 
ture, fetting their bare pofteriors on the 
cold floor. They huzzaed, hallooed, 
danced, and fung; and, in fhort, were ele- 
vated to fuch a pitch of intoxication, that 
when Peregrine propefed that they fhould 
burn their periwigs, the hint was im. 
mediately approved, and they executed 
the frolick as one man. ‘Their thoes 
and caps underwent the fame fate, by 
the fame inftigation ; and in this trim 
he led them forth into the ftreet, where 
they refolved to compel every body they 
fhould find to fubfcribe to their political 
creed, and pronounce the Shiboleth of 
‘their party. In the atchievement of this 
enterprize, they met with more oppofi- 
tion than they expected; they were en- 
countered with arguments which they 
could not well withftand; the nofes of 
fome, and eyes of others, in a very little 
time bore the marks of obftinate difpu- 
tation. Their -conduétor having at 
length engaged the whole body in a fray 
with another fquadron, which was pret- 
ty much in tiie fame condition, he very 
fairly gave them the flip, and fiily re- 


treated to his apartment, forefeeing that 


. his companions would foon be favoured 
with the notice of their fuperiors: nor 
was he deceived in his prognoftick ;'the 
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proctor going his round,.chanced to fall 
in with this tumultuous uproar, and in- 
terpofing his authority, found means to 
quiet the difturbancey He took cogni« 
zance of their names, and difmiffed the 
rioters to their refpective chambers, not 
a little fcandalized at the behaviour of 
fome among them, whofe bufinefs and 
duty it was to fet far other examples 
to the youth under their care and direc- 
tion. = 

About midnight, Pipes, wo had or- 
ders to attend ata diltance, and keep an 
eye upon Jolter, brought home that un- 
fortunate governor upon his back, (Pe- 
regrine having before-hand fecured his 
admittance into the college ;) and among 
other bruifes he was found to have re- 
ceived a couple of contufions on his 
face, which next mornifig appedred in 
a black circle that furrounded each eye. 
This was a mortifying circum(tance to 
a man of his charaéter and deportment, 
efpecially as he had received a meflage 
from the proétor, who defired to fee him, 
forthwith. With great humility and 
contrition he begged the advice of his. 
pupil, who being ufed to amufe him; 
felf with painting, affured Mr. Jolter, 
that he would cover thofe figns'of dif- 
grace with a flight coat of flefli-colour, 
{fo dexteroufly, that it would be almott 
impoffible to diftinguith the artificial 


from the natural fkin. The rueful go- 


_vernor, rather than expofe fuch oppro- 


brious tokens*to the obfervation and 
cenfure of the magiitrate, fubmitted to 
the expedient. Although his counfellor 
had over-rated his own fkill, he was 
perfuaded to confide in the difeuife, and 
agtually attended the proctor, with fuch 
a ftaring addition to the natural ghaftli- 
nefs of his features, that his vifage bore 
a very apt refemblance to fome of thofe 
ferocious countenances that hang over 
the doors of certain taverns and ale- 
haoufes, under the denomination of the 
Saracen’s head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of phy- 
fiognomy could not efcape the notice of 
the moft undifcerning beholder, much 
leis the penctrating eye of his fevere 
judge, already whetted ‘with what he 
had feen over-night. He was therefore 
upbraided with this ridiculous and fhal- 
low artifice, and together with the com- 
panions of his debauch, underwent such 
a cutting reprimand, for the fcanda- 
lous irregularity of his conduct, that a 

—< 
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of them remained creft-fallen, and were 
afhamed, for many weeks, to appear in 
the publick execution of their duty. 
Peregrine was too vain of his fineffe, 
to conceal the part he acted in this co- 
medy, with the particulars of which he 
regaled his companions, and thereby in- 
tailed upon himfelf the hate and refent- 
ment of the community, whofe maxims 
and practices he had difclofed; for he 
was confidered as a fpy, who had in- 
truded himfelf into their fociety, with a 
view of betraying it; or, at beft, as an 
apoftate and renegado from the faith and 
principles which he had profeffed. 


CHAP. XXIL 


HE IS INSULTED BY HIS TUTOR, 


WHOM HE LAMPOONS; MAKES A 
CONSIDERAELE PROGRESS IN 
POLITE LITERATURE; AND IN 
AN EXCURSION TO WINDSOR, 
MEETS WITH EMILIA BY ACCI- 
DENT, AND IS VERY COLDLY RE- 
CEIVED. 


“MONG. thofe who fuffered by - 


his craft and infidelity was Mr. 
Jumble, his own tutor, who could not 
at all digeft the mortifying affront hehad 
received, and was refolved to be reveng- 
ed on the infulting author, With this 
view he watched the conduct of Mr. 
Pickle with the utmoft rancour of vigi- 
Jance, and let flip no opportunity of 


treating him with difrefpeét, which he ' 


knew the difpofition of his pupil could 
Jefs brook than any other feverity it was 
in his power to exercife. ° 

Peregrine had been feveral mornings 
abfent from chapel ; and as Mr. Jumble 
never failed to queftion him in a very 
peremptory ftyle about his non-attend- 
ance, he invented fome very plaufible 
excufes; but at length his ingenuity 
was exhaufted; he received a very gall- 
ing rebuke for his profligacy of morals, 
and that he might feel it the more fen- 
fibly, was ordered, by way of exercife, 
to compofe a paraphrafe in Englith verfe, 
upon thefe two lines in Virgil: 


Vane ligur, fruftraque animis elate fuperbis, 
Necquicquam, patrias, tentafti lubricus, 
artes. 


Theimpofition of thisinvidious theme 
had all the defired effect upon Peregrine, 
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who not only confidered it as a piece of 
unmannerly abufe levelled agaimft his 


_own conduét, but alfo as a retrofpective 


infult on the memory of his grand- 
father, who (as he had been informed) 
was in his life-time more noted for his 
cunning than candour in trade. 

Exafperated at this inftance of the 
pedant’s audacity, he had well nigh 
(in his firft tranfports) taken corporal 
fatisfaction on the fpot; but forefee- 
ing the troublefome confequences that ’ 
would attend fuch a flagrant outrage 
againft the laws of the univerfity, he 
checked his indignation, and refolv- 
ed to revenge the injury in a more cool 
and contemptuous manner. Thus de- 
termined, he fet on foot an enquiry in- 
to the particulars of Jumble’s parentage 
and education. He learned that the < 
ther of this infolent tutor was a brick- 
layer, that his mother fold pyes, and 
that the fon, at different periods of his 
youth, had amuled himfelf in both oc- 
cupations, before he converted his views 
to the itudy of learning. ‘Fraught with 
this intelligence, he compofed the fol- 
lowing ballad in doggerel rhymes, and 
next day prefented it as a glofs upon 
the text which the tutor had chofen. 


I. 


Come, liften, ye ftudents of ev’ry degree, 

I fing of a wit and a tutor perdie, 

A ftatefman profound, a critick immenfe, 

In fhort, a mere jumble of jearning and 
fenfe : - 

And yet of his talents, though laudably vain, 

His own family arts he could never attain. 


Il. 


His father intending his fortune to build, 
In his youth would have taught him the 
trowel to wield; 2 
But the mortar of difcipline never would 

Ic ® 
For his fkull was fecur’d by a facing of 
brick; 
And with all his endeavours of patience and 
ainy 
The skill of his fire he could never attain. 
HI. 
His mother, an houfewife, neat, artful, and 
wife, 
Renown’d for her delieate bifcuit and pyes, 
Soon alter’d his fludies, by flatt’ring his tafte, 
From the raifing of walls to the rearing of 
afte ! 
But all her inftruétions were fruitlefs and 
vain, 
The pye-making myft'ry he ne’er could at- 
tain. _ a 
Yet 


“av. 

Vet true to his racejinhis labours were feen 
A jumble of both their profeffions, | ween; 
For, when his own genius he ventur'd to 

be truft, , , 
His pyes feem’d of brick, and his houfes of 
cruft. 4 
Then, good Mr. Tutor, pray be not fo vain, 
ince your family arts you could never at- 

tain. . 


’ a, (ae ae ee = “f 

_ This impudent produftion was the 
moft effe&tual vengeance he could have 
taken.on his tutor, who had all the 
fuperciljous arrogance and ridiculous 
pride of a low-born pedant. | Inftead 
of overlooking this petulant piece of {a- 
tire with that temper and decency of 
difdain that became a perfon of his gra- 
vity and ftation, he no fooner caft his 
eye over the performance, than the 
blood rufhed into his countenance, 
which immediately after exhibited a 
ghaftly pale colour. With a quivering 
hip he told his pupil that he was an im- 
pertinent jackanapes, and he would 
take care that he fhould be expelled 
from the univerfity, for having prefumed 
to write and deliver fuch a liceutious 
and fcurrilous libel... Peregrine anfwer- 
ed with great refolution, that when the 
provocation he had received fhould be 
known, he was perfuaded that he fliould 
be acquitted by the opinion of all im- 
partial people; and that he was ready 
to fubmit the whole to the decifion of 
the matter. - 

_ This arbitration he propofed, becaufe 
he knew the mafter and Jumble were at 
variance; and for that reafon the tutor 
durft not venture to put the caufe onfuch 
aniffue. Nay, when this reference was 
mentioned, Jumble, who was naturally 
jealous, fufpected that Peregrine had a 
promile of prote&tion before he under- 
took to commit fuch an outrageous in- 
fult; and this notion had fuch an effect 
upon him, that he refolved to devour 
his vexation, and wait for a more pro- 
per opportunity of gratifying his hate. 
Meanwhile, copies of the ballad were 
diltributed among the ftudents, who 
fung it under the very nofe of Mr. Jum- 
ble, tothe tune of * A cobler there was,’ 
ne and the triumph of our hero was 
compleat. Neither was his whole time 
devoted to the riotous extravagances of 
youth. He enjoyed many lucid inter- 
vals, during which he contraéted a mare 
intimate acquaintance with the claiicks, 
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applied himfelf to the reading of hifto. 
ry, improved his tafte for painting and 
mufick, in which he made fome pro- 
grefs; and, above all things, cultivated 
the ftudy of natural philofophy. It 
was generally after a courfe of clofe at- 


‘fention to fome of thefe arts and {cien- 


ces, that his difpofition broke out ito 
thofe irregularities and wild fallies of a 
luxuriant imagination, for which he be- 
came fo remarkable; and he was per- 
haps the only young man in Ox—d, 
who at the fame time maintained an in- 
titnate and friendly intercourfe with the 
moft unthinking, as well as with the 
moft fedate ftudents at the univerfity. 

> Itis not to be fuppofed that a young 
man of Peregrine’s vanity, inexperience, 
and profufion, could {uit his expence to 
his allowance, liberal as it wis ; for he 
was not oné of thofe fortunate people 
who are borneeconomilts, and knew not 
the art of witholding his purfe when 
he faw his companion in difficulty. 


‘Thus naturally generous and expenfives 


he {quandered away his money, and 
made a mott {plendid appearance upon 
the receipt of his quarterly appointment ; 
but long before the third month was 
elapfed, his finances were confumed ; 
and as he could not ftoop to afk an ex- 
traordinary fupply, was too proud to 
borrow, and too haughty to run in debt 
with tradefmen, he devoted thofe periods 
of poverty to the profecution of his ftu- 


sdies, and fhone forth again at the revo- 


lution of quarter-day. 

In one of thefe irruptions, he and 
fome of his companions went to Wind- 
for, in order to fee the royal apartments 
in the caftle, whither they repaired in 
the afternoon; and as Peregrine fiood 
contemplating the picture of Hercules 
and Omphale, one of his fellow-fludents 
whifpered i his ear, * Z—ds, Pickle! 
¢ there are.two fine’ girls.” He turned 
inftantly about, and in one of them te- 
cognized his almoft forgotten Emilia. 
Her appearance aéted upon his imagina- 
tion like a {park of fire that falls among 
gunpowder; that paffion which had lain 
dorniant for the {pace of two years flafh- 
ed up in a.moment, and he-was feized 
with an univerfal trepidation. She perc- 
ceived and partook ef his emotion; for 
their fouls, like unifons, vibrated with 
the fame impulfe. However, the called 
her pride and refentment to ker aid,. and, 
found refotutlon enough to retive fran 
fuch a dargerows fcene, Alarmed at 
I her 
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her retreat, he recolleéted all his affu- 
rance, and impelled by love which he 
could no longer refift, followed her into 
the next room, where in the moft dif- 
concerted manner he accofted her with, 
- © Your humble fervant, Mifs Gauntlet!” 
to which falutation fhe replied, with an 
affectation of indifference, that did not, 
however, conceal, her agitation, ‘ Your 
* fervant, Sir!’ andimmediately extend- 
ing her finger towards the picture of 
Duns Scotus, which is fixed over one 
of the doors, afked her companion, in 
a giggling tone, if fhe did not think he 
Jooked like aconjuror. Peregrine, net- 
tled into fpirits by this reception, an- 
fwered for the other lady, that it was an 
eafy matter to be a conjuror in thofe 
times, when the fimplicity of the age 
affifted his divination; but were he, or 
Merlin himfelf, to rife from the dead 
now, when fuch deceit and diffimula- 
tion prevail, they would not be able to 
earn their bread by the profeffion. ¢O, 
¢ Sir! faid fhe, turning full upon him, 
€ without doubt they would adopt new 
* maxims; it is'no difparagement, in 
‘ this enlightened age, for one to alter 
* one’s opinion.’—* No, fure, Madam!’ 
replied the youth, with fome precipi- 
tation, ‘ provided the change be for the 
* better."——* And fhould it happen other- 
‘ wife,’ retorted the nymph, with a flirt 
of her fan, ¢ inconftancy will never want 
* countenance from the praétice of man- 


© kind.’—* True, Madam,’ refumedour. 


hero, fixing his eyes upon her; © exam- 
© ples of levity are every where to be 
* met with.—* O Lord, Sir!’ cried E- 
milia, toffing her head, « you'll fcarce 
© ever find a fop without it.” By this 
time his companion, feeing him engaged 
with one of the ladies, entered into con- 
verfation with the other; and in order 
to favour his friend's gallantry, conduét- 
éd her into the next apartment, on pre- 
tence of entertaining her with the fight of 
a remarkable piece of painting. 


Peregrine laying hold on this oppor-_ 


tunity of being alone with the objeét of 
his love; affumed a mot feducing ten- 
derne{s of look, and heaving a profound 
figh, afked if fhe had utterly difcarded 
him from her remembrance. Redden- 
Ing at this pathetick queftion, which re- 
called the memory of the imagined flight 
he had put upon her, fhe anfwered in 
great confufion, ¢ Sir, I believe I once 
© had the pleafure of feeing you at a 
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© ball in Winchefter..—* Mifs Emilia,’ 
faid he, very gravely, ‘ will you be fo 
* candid as to tell me what mifbehavi- 
© our of mine you are pleafed to punifhy 
‘ by reftri€ting your remembrance to 
© that fingle occafion ??—~* Mr. Pickle,” 
fhe replied, in the fame tone, ‘ it is 
* neither my province nor inclination to 
judge your conduét; and therefore you 
mifapply your queftion, when you afk 
fuch an explanation of me.’—* At 
leaft,’ refumed our lover, ¢ give me 
the melancholy fatisfaétion to know 
for what offence of mine you refufed 
to take the leaft notice of that letter 
which I had the honour to write from 
Winchefter by your own exprefs per- 
¢ miffion."——* Your letter,’ faid Mifs, 
with great vivacity, * neither required, 
¢ nor, in my opinion,deferved an anfwer; 
‘ and to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, 
€ it was but a fhallow artifice torid your- 
© felf ef a correfpondence you had deign- 
© ed to folicit.”. Peregrine, confounded 
at.this repartee, replied, that howfoever 
he might have failed in point of elegance 
or difcretion, he was fure he had not 
been deficient in expreffions of refpeéct 
and devotion for thofe charms which it 
was his pride to adore: * As for the 
verfes,” faid he, *I own they were 
unworthy of the theme; but J flatter- 
ed myfelf that they would have merit- 
ed your acceptance, though not your 
approbation, and been confidered not 
fo much as the proof of my genius, 
as the genuine effufion of my love.’=— 
Verfes!’ cried Emilia, with an air of 
aftonifhmient ; ‘ what verfes? I really 
‘ don’t underftand you.” The young 
gentleman was thunderftruck at this ex- 
clamation, to which, after a long paufe, 
he an{wered, ‘I begin to’ fulpeét, and 
* heartily wifh, it may appear that we 
have mifunderftood each other from 
the beginning. Pray, Mifs Gaunt- 
let, did not you find a copy of verles 
inclofed in that unfortunate letter ?°-— 
Truly, Sir,’ faid the lady, ¢ I am not 
fo much of a connoiffeur as to diftin-- 
guith whether that facetious produc- 
tion which you merrily ftile an unfor- 
tunate letter, was compofed in verfe ot 
profe; but, methinks, the jeft isa little 
too ftale to be brought upon the carpet 
* again.” So faying, fhe tripped away 
to her companion, and left her lover in 
a-molt tumultuous fufpenfe. He now. 
perceived that her neglect of his addrefles 
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when he was at Winchefter, muft have’ 


been owing to fome myftery which he 
could not comprehend: and fhe began 
to fufpect, and to hope, that the letter 


which fhe received was {purious, though: 


fhe could not conceive how that could 


poffibly happen, as it had been de- 


livered to her by the hands of his own 
fervant. 

However, fhe refolved to leave the 
tafk of unravelling the affair to him, 
who, fhe knew, would infallibly exert 
himfelf for his own as wellas her fatif- 
faétion. She was not deceived in her 
opinion; he went up to her again at the 
ftair-cafe, and as they were unprovided 
with a male-attendant, infifted upon 
fquiring the ladies to their lodgings. 
Emilia faw his drift, which was no 
other than to know where fhe lived; and 
though fhe approved of his contrivance, 
thought it was incumbent upon her, for 
the fupport of her own dignity, to de- 
cline the civility: fhe therefore thank- 
ed him for his polite offer, but would 
by no means confent to his giving him- 
felf fuch unneceffary trouble, efpecially 
as they had a very little way to walk. 
He was not repulfed by this refufal, the 


nature of which he perfectly underftood; » 


nor was flie forry to fee him perfevere in 
his determination: he therefore accom- 
panied them in their return, and made 
divers efforts to fpeak with Emilia in 
particular; but fhe had a fpice of the 


coquette in her difpofition, and being - 


determined to whet his impatience, art- 
fully baffled all his endeavours, by keep- 
ing her companion continually engaged 
in the converfation, which turned upon 
the venerable appearance and imperial 
fituation of the place. Thus tantalized, 
he lounged with them to the door of 
the houfe in which they lodged, when 
his miftrefs perceiving by the counte- 
nance of her comrade, that fhe was on 
the point of defiring him to walk in, 
checked her intention with a frown, 


then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped — 


him a very formal curtfey, feized the 
ether young lady by the arm, and fay- 
ing, ‘ Come, coufin Sophy ! vanifhed 
jn a moment. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


AFTER SUNDRY UNSUCCESFUL EF- 
FORTS, HE FINDS MEANS TO 
COME TO AN EXPLANATION 


WITH HIS MISTRESS; AND A 
“RECONCILIATION ENSUES. 


EREGRINE, difconcerted at 
their fudden difappearance, ftood: 
for fome minutes gaping in the ftreet, 
‘before he could get the better of his fur-' 
prize; and then deliberated with himfelf 
whether he thould demand immediate 
admittance to his miftrefs, or chufe fome 
other method of application. Piqued 
at her abrupt behaviour, though pleafed’ 
with her fpirit, he fet his invention to, 
work, in order to contrive fome means 
of feeing her; and in a fit of mufing 
atrived at the inn, where he found his 
companions whom he had left at the 
caftle-gate, They had already made 
inquiry about the ladies, in confequence 
of which he learned that Mifs Sophy | 
was daughter of a gentleman in town to 
whom his miftrefs was related; that an 
intimate friendfhip fubfifted between the 
two young ladies; that Emilia had lived 
about a month with her coufin, and ap- 
peared at the laft affembly, where fhe was 
univerfally admired; and that feveral 
young gentlemen of fortune had fince 
that time teized her with addreffles. 
Our hero’s ambition was flattered, 
and his paffion inflamed, with this in- 
telligence; and he fwore within himfelf 
that he would not quit the fpot until he 
fhould have obtained an indifputed vic- 
tory over all his rivals. . 
‘That fame evening he compofed a 
moft eloquent epiftle, in which he ear- 
neftly intreated that fhé would favour 
him with an opportunity of vindicating 
his condué& ; but fhe would neither re- 
ceive his billet, nor fee his meffenger. 
Baulked in this effort, he inclofed it in 
a new cover, direéted by another hand, 
and ordered Pipes to ride next morning 
to London, on purpofe to deliver it at 
the poft-office; that coming by fuch 
conveyance, fhe might have no fufpi- 
cion of the author, and open it before 
‘fhe fhould be aware of the deceit. 
Three days he waited patiently for the 
effect of this ftratagem, and in the after- 
noon of the fourth, ventured to hazard 
a formal vifit, in quality of an old ac- 
quaintance. But here too he failed in 
his attempt; fhe was indifpofed, and 
could not ‘fee company. Thete obftacles 
ferved only to increafe his eagernefs ; he 
ftill adhered to his former refolution ; 
and his companions underftanding his 
determination, left him next day to his 
' I2 own 
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own inventions. Thus relinquifhed to 
his own ideas, he doubled his affiduity, 
and praétifed every method his imagi- 
nation could fuggeit, in order to promote 
his plan. 
Pipes was ftationed all day long with- 
in fight of her door, that he might be 
able to give his matter an account of her 
motions; but fhe never went abroad ex- 
cept to vifit in the neighbourhood, and 
was always houfed before Peregrine 
could be apprized of her appearance. 
He went to church with a view of at- 
tracting her notice, and humbled his 
deportment before her; but the was fo 
mifchievoufly devout as to look at no- 
thing but her book, fo that he was not 
favoured with one glance of regard. 
He frequented the coffee-houfe, and 
attempted to contraét an acquaintance 
with Mifs Sophy’s/father, who, he hoped, 
would invite him to his houfe; but this 
expectation was alfo defeated. That 
prudent gentleman looked upon him as 
one of thofe forward fortune-hunters 
who go about the country feeking whom 
they may devour, and warily difcou- 
raged ali his advances. Chagrined by 
fo many, unfuccefsful endeavours, he 
began to defpair of accomplifhing his 
aim; and, as the laft fuggeftion of his 
art, paid off his lodging, took horfe at 
noon, and departed, in all appearance, 
for the place ad whence he had come. 
He rode, however, but a few miles, and 


in the dutk of the evening returned un-. 


feen, alighted at another inn, ordéred 
Pipes tq itay within doors, and keeping 
himfelf incognito, employed another per- 
fon as a centincl upon Emilia. 

Tt was not long before he reaped the 
fruits of his ingenuity. Next day in 
the afternoon, he was informed by his 
fpy, that the two young ladies were gone 
to walk in the park, whither he followed 
them on the inttant, fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his miftre{s, 
even in settee of her friend, who 
might potlibly be prevailed upon to in- 
tereft herfelf in his behalf. 

When he faw them at fuch a diftance 
that they could not return to town be- 
fore he fhoyld have an opportunity of 
putting his refolution in practice, he 
mended his pace, and found means to 
appear before them fo fuddenly, that 
Emilia could not help expreffing her 
furprize ina {cream, Our lover putting 
on a mien of humility and mortification, 
begged to know if her refentment was 
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implacable; and afked why fhe liad fo. 
cruelly refufed to grant him the common 
privilege that every criminal enjoyed. 
‘ Dear Mifs Sophy,’ faid he, addreffing 
himfelf to her companion, ‘ give me- 
‘ Jeaye to implore your ee with 
* your coufin; Iam fure you haye hu- 
manity enough to e{poufe my caufe, 
did you but know the juftice of it; 
and I flatter myfelf that by your kind 
interpofition, I may be able to rec- 
tify that fatal mifunderftanding which 
© hath made me wretched."—* Sir,’ faid 
Sophy, ‘ you appear like a gentleman, 
* and I doubt not but your, behaviour, 
‘ has been always fuitable to your ap- 
‘ pearance; but you muft excufe me 
‘ from undertaking any fuch office in 
‘ behalf of a perfon whom I have not 
© the honour to know.’—* Madam,’ an- 
fwerered, Peregrine, § I hope Mifs Emy, 
‘ will juftify my pretenfions to that cha- 
* racter, notwithitanding the myftery 
‘ of her difpleafure, which, upon my, 
‘ honour, I cannot for my foul ex- 
‘ plain’ —* Lord! Mr. Pickle,’ faid 
Emilia, (who had by this time recol- 
leéted herfelf) ‘ I never queftioned your 
‘ gallantry and tafte, but 1am refolved 
‘ that you fhall never have caufe to ex- 
‘ ercife your talents at my expence; fo 
‘ that you teize yourfelf and me to no 
* purpofe!—Come, Sophy, let us walk 
‘ home again.‘ Good God, Ma: 
‘ dam! cried the lover with great emo-, 
tion, * why will you diftract me with 
“ fuch barbarous indifference? Stay, 
‘ dear Emilia! I conjure you on my 
* knees to ftay and hear me: by all that 
‘ is facred! I was not to blame; you 
¢ muft have been impofed upon by fome 
* villain who envied my good fortune, 
‘ and took fome treacherous method to 
‘ ruin my love.” * - 

Mifs Sophy; who poffefled a large 
ftock of good-nature, and to whom her 
coufin had communicated the,caule of 
her referve, feeing the young gentleman 
fo much affeéted with that difdain which 
fhe knew to be feigned, laid hold: oh 
Emilia’s fleeve, faying with a {mile, 
‘ Not quite fo faft, Emily! I begin to 
‘ perceive that this is a love quarrel, 
‘ and therefore there may be hopes of a 
¢ reconciliation; for-I fuppofe both par- 
‘ ties are open to convittion. '—* For my 
* own part,’ cried Peregrine with great 
eagernefs, * I appeal to Mifs Sophy’s 
‘ decifion, But why do I fay, appeal ? 
‘ Though I am confcious of having 
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© committed no offence, I am ready to 
* fubmit to any penance, let it be never. 
* fo rigorous, that my fair inflaver her-. 


* felf thall impofe, provided it will en- 
€ title me to her favour and forgivenefs 
© at laft.” Emily, well nigh overcome 
by this declaration, told him, that as fhe 
taxed him with no guilt, the expeéted 
no atonement; and prefied her compa- 
nion to return into town. But Sophy, 
who was too indulgent to her friend's 
real inclination, to comply with her re- 
quet, obferved that the gentleman feem-. 
ed fo reafonable in his conceffions, fhe 
began to think her coufin was in the 
wrong, and felt herfelf difpofed to a& 
as umpire in the difpute. 

Overjoyed at this condefcenfion, Mr. 
Pickle thanked her in the mott rapturous 
terms, and in the tranfport of his ex- 
pectation, kiffed the hand of his kind 
mediatrix ; a circumitance which had a 
remarkable effect on the countenance.of 
Emilia, who did not féem to relith the 
warmth of his acknowlédgment. 

After many fupplications on one 
hand, and prefling remonftrances on 
the other, fhe yielded at length; and 
turning to her lover, while her face was 
overfpread with blufhes, ¢ Well, Sir,’ 
faid fhe, * {itppofing I were to put the 
‘ difference on that iffue, how could you 
* excule the ridiculous letter which you 
‘-fent to me from Winchefter?? This 
expoftulation ‘introduced a difcuffion 
ef the whole affair, in which all the 
circumftances were canvaffed; and Emi- 
Jia full affirmed, with great heat, that 

he letter muft have been calculated to 

affront her; for fhe could not fuppofe 
the author was fo weak as to defign it 
tor any other purpofe. 

Peregrine, who {till retained in his 
memory the fubitance of this unlucky 
epiftle, as well a's the verfes which were 
inclofed, could recolle& no particular 
expreflion which could have juftly given 
the leaft umbrage; and therefore, in the 
agonies of perplexity, begged that the 
whole might be fubmitted to the judg- 
ment of Mifs Sophy; and faithfully 
promifed to ftand to her award. 

In fhort, this propofal was with feem- 
ing relu€tance embraced by Emilia, and 
an appointment made to meet next day 
in the fame place, whither both parties 
were defired to come provided with their 
credentials, according to which defini- 
tive fentence would be pronounced. 
~ Our lover having fucceeded thus far, 


‘with,an audible voice. 
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overwhelmed Sophy with acknowledg- 
ments on account of her generous me- 
diation, and in the courfe of their walk, 
which Emilia was now in no hurry to 
conclude, whifpered a great many tender 
proteftations in the ear of his mi(trefs, 


who, neverthelefs, continued to a& up- 


on the referve, until her doubts fhould 
be more fully refolved. ; 

Mr, Pickle having’ found means to 
amufe them in the fields till the twilight, 
was obliged to wifi them ‘good even, 
after having obtained a folemn repetition 
of their promife to meet him at the 
appointed time and place; and then 
retreated to his apartment, where he 
fpent the whole night in various con- 
jectures on the fubject of this letter, the | 
Gordian knot of which he could by no 
means untie. ' 

One while he imagined that fome wag - 
had played a trick upon his meflenger, 
in confequence of which Emilia had re- 
ceived a fuppofititious letter; but, upon 
farther reflection, he could not conceive 
the praéticability of any fuch deceit. 
Then he began to doubt the fincerity of 
his miftrefs; who, perhaps, had only 
made that an handle for difcarding him, 
‘at. the requeft of fome favoured rival: 
but his own integrity forbade him tohar- 
bour this mean fufpicion; and there- 
fore he was again involved in the laby- 
rinth of perplexity. Next day he wait- 
ed on ‘the rack of impatience for the 


hour of five in the afternoon; which no 


fooner ftruck, than he ordered Pipes to 
attend him, in cafe there fhould be oc- 
cafion for his evidence; and vepaired to 
the place of rendezvous, where he had 
not tarried five minutes before the ladies 
appeared. Mutual compliments being 
paffed, and the attendants ftationed at a 
convenient diftance, Pereyrine periuaded . 
them to fit down upon the grais, under 
the thade of a {preading oak, that they 
might be more at their eafe; while he 
firetched himfelf at their feet, and de- 
fired that the paper on which his doom 
depended might be examined. It was 
accordingly put into the hand of his 
fair arbitrefs, who read it immediately 
The firft two 
words of it were no fooner pronounced, 
than he ftarted with great emotion, and 
raifed himfelf upon his band and knee, 
in which pofture he liftened to the reft of 
the fentence; then {prung upon his feet 
in the utmoft attonifhment, and glowing 
with refentment at the fame time, ex- 

claimed, 


“® 


© Madam.’—* Pray, Sir,’ faid Sophy, 
* give me the hearing for a few mo~ 
« ments, and then urge what you fhall. 
* think proper.in your own defence.” 
Having thus cautioned him, fhe’ proceed+ 


ed; but before fhe had finifhed one half of | 


the performance her gravity forfook her, 
and fhe was feized with a violent fit of 
Jaughter, in which neither of the lovers 
could help joining, notwithftanding the 
refentment. which at that inftant. pre- 
wailed in \the. breafts.of both. ‘The: 
judge, however, in a little time, re- 
fumed her folemnity, and having .read 
thé remaining part of this curious epiftle, 
a]l three continued ftaring at each other 
alternately for the {pace of - half a mi- 
mute, and then broke fortb at the fame 
inftant in another -paroxyf{m of mirth. 
From this unanimous convulfion, one 
would have thought that both parties 
were extremely well pleafed with the 
joke, yet this was by no means the 
cafe. jim be > i 
* Emilia imagined, that notwithf{tand- 
ing his afic€ted furprize, -her. lover, :in 
{pite. of himfelf, had renewed the laugh 
at her expence, and in fo doing, .ap- 
plauded his own unmannerly ridicule. 
This fuppofition could not fail. of raif- 
ing and reviving her indignation, while 
Peregrine highly refented the indignity 
with which he fuppofed himfelf treated, 
in their attempting to make.. him: the 
dupe of fuch a grofs and ludicrous ar- 
tifice. This being the fituation of their 
thonghts, their mirth was fucceeded by 
a mutual gloominets of afpeét; and the 
judge, addreffing herfelf to Mr. Pickle, 
afked if he had any thing. to offer 
why fentence fhould not be pronounced. 
Madam,’ anfwered the culprit, *‘ lam 
forry to find myfelf fo low in the opt- 
nion of your coufin, as to be thought 
* canable of being deceived by fuch a 
* fhallow contrivance.’ ‘Nay, Sir,’ 
faid Emilia, ‘ the contrivance 1s your 
* own; and I cannot help admiring your 
“ confidence in imputing it to me.’— 
‘ Upon my honour, Mifs Emily,” re- 
fumed our hero, * you.wrong my un- 
« derftanding as well as my love, in ac- 
* cufing me of having written fuch-a 
* filly impertinent performance; the very 
* appearance and addreis of it is fo un- 
¢ like the letter which I did myfelf the 
‘ honour to write, that I dare fay my 
“man, even at this diffance of time, 
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claimed, ‘ Hell and the devil! what's: 
¢ all that? Sure you make a jeit of me,- 


© will remember the difference.” So fay-' 
ing, he extended his.voice, and beck- 
oned to Pipes, who immediately drew 
near. His miftrefs feemed to objeé to 
theevidence, by obferving, that to“be 
fure Mr. Pipes had his cue; when Pe- 
regrine begging fhe would {pare him 
the mortification of confidering him in 
fuch.a difhonourable light, defired his 
valet to examine’the outfide of the let-. 
ter, and recolle& if it was the fame 
which he had delivered to Mifs Gaunt- 
let about two years ago. Pipes having 
taken a fuperficial view of it, pulled up 
his’ breeches, faying, ‘ Mayhap it is, 
€ but we have made fo many trips, and 
‘ been in fo many creeks and corners 
‘ fince that time, that I can’t pretend 
¢ to be certain; for I neither keep jours 
< nal nor log-book of our proceedings.” 
Emilia commended-him for his candour, 
at the fame time darting a farcaftick 
look at his matter, as if fhe thought he 
had tampered with his fervant’s integri- 
ty in vain 5 and Peregrine’ began to rave 
and curie his fate, for having fubjegted 
him to fuch mean fufpicion, attefting 
heaven and earth in the moft earneft 
manner, that. far from ‘having com- 
pofed and conveyed that-ftupid produc 
tion, he had never feen it before, nor 


‘been privy to the leaft. circumftance of 


the plan. 

Pipes, now for the firft time, per- 
ceived the mifchief which he had occas 
fioned, and moved with the tranfports 
of his mafter, for whom he had a moit in- 
violable attachment, frankly declared he 
was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle 
had no hand in the letter which he de- 
livered. All three were amazed at this 
conteffion, the meaning cf which they 
could not comprehend. Peregrine, after 
fome paule, leaped upor Pipes, and feiz- 
ing him by the throat, exclaimed in an 
extaly of rage, ¢ Rafcal! tell me this 
* inftant what became ot the Jetter I in- 
‘ trufted to your care?” The patient 
valet, half ftrangled as he was, {quirt- 
ed a collection of tobacco juice ovt of 
one corner of his mouth, and with great 
deliberation replied, © Why, burntit 5 
« you wouldn’t have me give the young 
‘ woman a thing that fhook all in the 
‘ wind in tatters, would you?’ The 
ladies interpofed in behalf of the diftreff- 
ed fquire, from whom, by dint of quef- 
tions which he had neither art nor in- 
clinations to evade, they extorted’ an. 
explanation of the whole affair. 

Such 
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“Such tidiculous fimplicity and inno- 
cence of intention appeared in the com- 
pofition of his expedient, that even the 
femembrance of all the chagrin which 
it had produced, could not rouze their 
indignation, or enable: them to refift a 
third eruption of laughter, which they 
forthwith underwent. =~ ; 
* Pipes was difiniffed with many -me- 
nacing injunctions, to beware of fuch 
conduét for the future; Emilia ftood 


with a confufion of joy and tendernefs. 


in her countenance; Peregrine’s eyes 
kindled into rapture; and when Mifs 
Sophy pronounced the fentence of re- 
conciliation, advanced to his miftrefs, 
faying, ‘ Truth is mighty, and will 
« prevail!? then clafping her in his 
arms, very impudently ravifhed a’ kifs, 
which the had not power to refule. Nay, 
fuch was the impulfe of his joy, that he 
took the fame freedom with the lips of 
Sophy; calling her his kind mediatrix 
and guardian angel; and behaved with 
fuch extravagance of tranfport, as plain - 
ly evinced the fervour and fincerity of 
his love. , 

I fhall not pretend to repeat the ten- 
der proteftations that were uttered on 


one fide, or defciibe the bewitching” 


glances of approbation with which they 
were received on the other; fuffice it to 
fay, that the endearing intimacy of their 
former connexion was inftantly renew- 
ed, and Sophy, who congratulated them 
upon the happy termination of their quar- 
rel, favoured with their mutual ‘onfi- 
dence. In confequence of this happy 
pacification, they deliberated upon the 
means of feeing each other often; and 
as he could not, without fome previous 
introduction, vifit her openly at the 
houfe of her relation, they agreed to 


meet every afternoon inthe park till the- 


next affembly, at which he would foli- 
cit her as a partner, and fhe be unen- 
‘gaged, in expectation of his requelt. 
By this conneftion he would be in- 
titled to vifit her next day, and thus an 
avowed correfpondence would of courle 
commence. This plan was actually put 
in execution, ‘and attended with a cir- 
cumftance which had well nigh pro- 
duced fome mifchievous confequence, 
had not Peregrine’s good fortume been 
fuperior to his difcretion. 


C H A:P. ~My. 
HE APCHIEVES AN ADVENTURE AT 


/ 


| THE ASSEMBLY, AND QVARRELS 
WITH HIS GOVERNOR, — 


A T the aflembly were no fewer than 
{% three gentlemen of fortune, who 
rivalled our lover in his paffion for Emi~ 


hia, and who had feverally begged the 


honour of dancing with her upon that 
occafion. She had excufed herfelf to 
each, on pretence of a flight indifpo- 
fition that fhe forefaw would detain her 
from the ball, and defired they would 
provide themfelves with other partners. 
Obliged to admit her excufe, they ac- 
cordingly followed her advice; and af- 
ter they had engaged themfelves beyond 
the power of retracting, had the morti- 
fication to fee her there unclaimed. 
- They in their turn made up to her, 
and expreffed their furprize and concern 
at finding her in the affembly unpro- 
vided, after the had declined their in- 
vitation; but fhe told them that her 
cold had forfaken her-fince fhe had the 
pleafure of feeing them, and that fhe 
would rely upon accident for a partner. 
Jut as the pronounced thefe words ta 
the lait of the three, Peregrine advan- 
eed as an utter ftranger, bowed. with 
great refpect, told her he‘underftood the 
was unengaged, and would think him- 
felf highly honoured in being accepted 
as her partner for the night; and he had 
the good fortune to fucceed in his ap- 
plication. VAs 
« Avs they were by far the handfomett 
and beft accomplifhed couple in the 
room, they could not fail of attracting 
the notice and admiration of the {peéta- 
tors, which inflamed the jealoufy of his 
three competitors, who immediately en- 
tered into a con{piracy againit this gau- 
dy ftrangerj whom, as their rival, they 
refolved to affront in publick. Pur- 
fuant to the pian which they projected 
for this purpole, the firft country-dance 
was no fooner conéluded, than one of 
them, with his partner, took place of 
Peregrine and his mittrefs, contrary to 
the regulation of the ball. Our lover 
imputing his behaviour to inadvertency, 
informed the gentleman of his mittake, 
and civilly defired he would rectify his 
error. The other told him, in an im- 
perious tone, that le wanted none of 
his advice, and bade him mind hjs own 
affairs. Peregrine anfwered with fome 
warmth, and tafitted upon his right; @ 
difpute commenced, high words enfued, 
in the courle of which, vur impetuous 
youth 
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youth hearing himfelf reviled with the 
appellation ef fcoundrel, pulled off his 
antagonift’s periwig, and flung it in his 
face. The ladies immediately thrieked, 
the gentlemen _interpofed, Emilia was 
feized with a fit of trembling, and con- 
duéted to her feat by her youthful ad- 
mirer, who. begged pardon for having 
difcompofed her, and vindicated what he 
had done, by reprefenting the neceffity he 
was under to refent the provocation he 
had received. , r 
Though the could not help owning 
the juftice of his plea, the was not the 
lefs concerned at the dangerous fituation 
in which he had involved himfelf; and 
in the utmoft confternation and anxiety, 
infifted upon going direftly home: he 
could not refift her importunities, and 
her coufin being determined to accom- 
pany her, he efcorted them to their lodg- 
ings, where he wifhed them good night, 
after having, in order to quiet their ap-' 
prehenfions, protefted that if his oppo- 
nént was fatisfied, he fhould never take 
any’ ftep towards the profecution of the 
quarrel. Meanwhile theaflembly-room 
became a fcene of tumult and uproar; 
the perfon who conceived himfelf injur- 
ed, ieeing Peregrine retire, ftruggled 
with his companions, in order to purfue 
and take fatisfaétion of our hero, whom 
he loaded with terms of abufe, and chal- 
lenged to fingle combat. y 

The direétor of the ball held a con- 
fultation with all the fubfcribers who 
were prefent, and it was determined by 
2 majority of votes, that the two gen- 
temen who had occafioned the difturb- 
ance fhould be defired to withdraw. 
This refolution being fignified to one of 
the parties then prefent, he made fome 
difficulty of complying, but was per- 
fuaded to fubmit by his two confe- 


derates, who accompanied him to the 


itreet-door, where he was met by Pere~ 
grine on his return to the affembly. 
This cholerick gentleman, who was a 
country {quire, no fooner faw his rival, 
than he began to brandifh his cudgel-in 
a menacing pofture; when our adven- 
turous youth ftepping back with one 
foot, laid his hand upon the hilt of his 
fword, which he drew half way out of 
the fcabbard. This attitude, and the 
fight of the blade, which gliftened by 
moon-light in his face, checked, in fome 
jort, the ardour of his affailant, who de- 
fired he would lay afide his toafter, and 
take a bout with him at equal arms. Pere- 
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grine, who was an expert cudgel -plaser, 
aécepted the invitation : then exchang- 
ing weapons with Pipes, who ftood be-, 
hind Him, put himfelf,in a pofture of 
defence, and received the attack of hig 
adverfary, who ftruck at, random with- 
out either fkill or cconomy. Pickle 
could have beaten the cudgel out of his 
hand at the firft blow, but as in that 
cafe he would have been obliged in ho- 
nour to give immediate quarter, he ré- 
folved to difcipline his antagonift with- 
out endeavouring to difable him; until 
he fhould be heartily fatisfied with the - 
vengeance he had taken. With thig 
view he returned the falute, and raifed 


fuch a clatter about the {quire’s pate, 


that one who had heard without feeing 
the application, would have miftaken the 
found for that of a falt-box, in the hand 
of a dextrous Merry-Andrew belong- 
ing to one of the booths at Bartholomew- 
Fair. Neither was this falutation con- 
fined to his head; his fhoulders, arms, 
thighs, ankles, and ribs, were vifited 
with amazing rapidity, while Tom Pipes 
founded the charge through his fift. Pe- 
regrine, tired with this exercife, which 
had almoft bereft his enemy of fenfation, 
at Jaft ftruck the decifive blow, in con- 
fequence of which the fquire’s weapon 
flew out of his grafp, and he allowed 
our hero to be the better man. Satisfied 
with this acknowledgment, che victor 
walked up ftairs with fuch elevation of 
{pirits, and infolence of mien, that.no- 


body chofe to intimate _the refolution 


which had been taken in his abfence; 
there having amufed himfelf for fome 
time in beholding the country-dances, 
he retreated to his lodging, where he 
indulged himfelf all night in the con- 
templation of his own fuccefs. 

Next day in the forenoon he went to 
vifit his -partner; and the gentleman at 
whofe houfe fhe lived, having been in- 
formed of his family and condition, re-. 
ceived him -with great courtefy, as the 


‘acquaintance of his Coufin Gauntlet, 


and invited him to dinner that fame 
day. 

Emilia was remarkably well pleafed, 
when fhe underftood the iffue of his ad- 
venture, which began to make fome 
noife in town, even though it deprived 
her of a wealthy admirer. The {quire 
having con{ulted an attorney about the 
natyre of the difpute, in hopes of being 
able to profecute Peregrine for an af- 
fault, found little encouragement to go 

to 
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to law: he therefore refolved to pocket 
the infult and injury he had undergone, 
and to difcontinue his addreffes to ler 
who was the caufe of both. 

Our lover being told by his miftrefs, 
that fhe propofed to ftay a fortnight 
longer at Windfor, he determined to en- 
joy her company all that time, and then 
to give her a convoy to the houfe of her 
mother, whom he longed to fee. In 
confequence of this plan, he every day 
contrived fome frefh party of pleafure 
for the ladies, to whom he had by this 
time free accefs; and intangled himfelf 
fo much in the fnares of love, that he 
feemed quite enchanted by Emilia’s 
charms, which were now indeed almotft 
irrefiftible. While he thus heedlefsly 
roved in the flowery paths of pleafure, 
his governor at Oxtord, alarmed at the 
unuiual duration of his abfence, went 
to the young gentlemen who had atcom- 
panied him in his excurfion, and very 
earneftly entreated them to tell him what 
they knew concerning his pupils; they 
acccordingly gave him an account of 
the rencounter that happened between 


Peregrine and Mifs Emily Gauntlet in. 


the caftle, and mentioned circumftances 
fafficient to convince him that his charge 
was very dangeroufly engaged. 

Far ce having an authority over 
Peregrine, Mr. Jolter durft not even dif- 
oblige him; therefore, inftead of writ- 
ing to the commodore, he took horfe 
immediately, and that fame night reach- 
ed Windfor, where he found his ftray 
fheep very much furprized at his unex- 
pected arrival. 

The governor defiring to have fome 
ferious converfation with him, they fhut 
themfelves up in an apartment; when 
Jolter, with great folemnity, communi- 
cated the caufe of his journey, which 
was no other than his concern for his 
pupil’s welfare ; and very gravely un- 
dertook to prove by mathematical de- 
monfiration, that this intrigue, if far- 
ther purfued, would tend to the young 
gentleman’s ruin and difgrace. ‘This 
tingular propofition raifed the curiofity of 
Peregrine, who promifed to yield all 
manner of attention, and defired him to 
begin without farther preamble. 

The governor, encouraged by this ap- 
pearance of candour, expreffed his fa- 
tisfaction in finding him fo open to con- 
viction, and told him he would proceed 
upon geometrical principles. Then hem- 
ming thrice, obferved, that no mathe- 
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matical enquiries could be éarried on, 
except upon certain data, orconceffions 
to truths, that were felf-evident; and” 
therefore he muft crave his affent to 
a few axioms, which he was fure Mr. 
Pickle would fee no reafon to difpute. 


 « ‘In the firft place; then,” faid he, * you 


n 


will grant, I hope, that youth and 
difcretion are with refpegt to each other 
as two parallel lines, which, though 
infinitely produced, remain ftill equi- 
diftant, and will never coincide; then 
you mutt allow, that paffion aéts upon 
the human mind, ina ratio compound= 
ed of the acutenefs of fenfe, and con- 
{titutional heat; and, thirdly, you will 
not deny, that the angle of remorfe is 
equal to that of precipitation. Thefe 
‘ poftulata being admitted,’ added he, 
taking pen, ink, and paper, and draw- 
ing a parallelogram, ‘ let youth be re- 
* prefented by the right line a, 4, and 
‘ diferetion by another right line c, d, 
‘ parallel to the former. Compleat the 
* parallelogram a, b, ¢, d, and let the 
“ point of interfection, 4, reprefent per- 
‘ dition. Let paffion, reprefented un- 
¢ der the letter c, have a motion in the 
¢ dire&tion c, a. At the fame time, let 
another motion be communicated to it 
in the direction c, d, it will proceed in 
the diagonal ¢, 6, and deferibe it in 
the fame time that it would have de- 
{cribed the fide c, a, by the firft mo- 
tion, or the fide, c, d, by the fecond. 
To underftand the demonftration of - 
this corollary, we mutt premife this 
obvious principle, that when a body 
is aéted upon by a motion of power 
parallel to a right line given in pofi- 
tion, this power, or motion, has no 
effe&t to caufe-the body to approach 
towards that line, or recede from ity 
byt to move in a line parallel to a 
right line only 3 as appears from the 
fecond law of motion: therefore, ¢, ay 
being parallel to d, b pd 
His pupil having liftened to him thus 
far, could contain himfelf no. longer 
but interrupted the inveftigation with a 
loud laugh, and told him that his po/- 
tulata put him in mind of a certain 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who 
undertook to difprove the exiftence o 
natural evil, and afked no other datume 
on which to found his demonftration, 
but an acknowledgment that ewery thing 
that is, is right. ‘You may, there- 
* fore,’ faid he, in a peremptory tone, 
¢ {pare yourfelf the trouble of torturing 
KR 4 * your 
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your invention; for, after all, I ant 
pretty certain that I fhall want capa- 
city to comprehend the difcuifiien of 
your lemma, and confequently be 
© obliged to refufe my aflent to your de- 
* duétion.’ 
~" Mr. Jolter was difconcerted at this 
declaration, and f6 much offended at 


a Aa wn 


an 


Peregrine’s difrefpet, that he could not- 


help expreffing his difpleafure, by tell- 
ing him flatly, that he was too violent 
and headftrong to be reclaimed by rea- 
fon and gentle means ; that he (the tu; 
tor) muft be obliged, in the difcharge 
of his duty and confcience, to inform 
the commodore of his pupil’s impru- 
dence; that if ‘the Jaws of this realm 
were effectual, they would take cogni- 
zance of the gipfy who had led him 
aftray; and obferved, by way of con- 
traft, that if fuch a prepoiterous intrigue 
had happened in France, fhe would have 
beerclapped up in a convent two years 
ago. , ‘ 
Our lover's eyes kindled with indig- 
nation, when he heard his miftrefs treat- 
ed with fuch irreverence; hecould fcarce 
refrain from infliting manual chaftife- 
ment on the blafphemer, whom he re- 
proached in his wrath as an arrogant pe- 
dant, without either delicacy or fenfe, 
and cautioned him againft ufing any fuch 
impertinent freedoms with his affairs for 
the future, on pain of incurring more 
fevere effects of his refentment. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high 
notions of that veneration to which he 
thought himfelf intitled by his character 
and qualifications, had not bore, with- 
out repining, his want of influence and 
authority over his pupil, againft whom 
he cherifhed a particular grudge, ever 
fince the adventure of the painted eye ; 
and therefore, on this occafion, his po- 
litick forbearance had been overcome by 
the accumulated motives of his difguf. 
Indeed, he would liave reigned his charge 
with difdain, had not he been encourag- 
ed to perfevere, by the hopes of a good 
living which Trunnion had in his gift, 
or known how to difpofe of himfelf for 
the prefent to better advantage. 


Cat arre xX. 


HE RECEIVES A LETTER FROM HIS 
AUNT, BREAKS WITH THE COM- 
" MODORE, AND DISQDLIGES THE 
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LIEUTENANT, WHO NEVERTHE- 
LESS UNDERTAKES HIS CAUSE. 


i EANWHILE he quitted the 

youth in high dugeon, ‘and that 
fame evening difpatched a letter for Mrs. 
‘Trunnion, which was dictated by the 
firft tran {ports of his paffion,and of courfe 
replete with fevere animadverfions on the 
mifconduct of his pupil. 

In confequence of this complaint, it 
was not long before Peregririe received 
an epiftle from his aunt; wherein fhe 
commemorated al] the circumftances of 
the commodore’s benevolence towards 
him, when he was helplefs and forlorn, 
deferted and abandoned by his own pa- 
rents 5 upbraided him for his mifbehavi- 
our, and neglect of his tutor’s advice; and 
infifted upon his breaking off all inter- 


courfe with that girl who had feduced 
his youth, as he valued the continuance 


of her affe&tion and her hufband’s re- 
gard, 
A\s our lover’s own ideas of generofi- 


‘ty were extremely refined, he was thock= 


ed at the indelicate iniinuations of Mrs. 
Trunnion, and felt all the pangs of an 
ingenuous mind that labours under obli- 
gations to a perfon whom it contemns. 


“Far from obeying her injunétion, or 


humbling himfelf by a fubmiffive an- 
fwer to her .reprehenfion, his refentment 
buoyed him up above every felfifh con- 
fideration; he refolved to attach himfelf 
to Emilia, if poffible, more than ever ; 
and although he was tempted to punifh 
the officioufnefs of Jolter, by recrimi- 
nating upon his life and converfation, 
he generoufly withftood the impulfe of 
his ‘paffion, becaufe he knew that his 
governor had no other dependance than 
thé good opinion of the commodore. He 
could not, however, digeft in filence the 
fevere expoftulations of his aunt; to 
which he replied by the following let- 
ter, addreffed to her hufband. 


6 Sie 
ar ; SHOUGH my temper could ne- 


‘ ver ftoop to offer, nor, I be- 
lieve, your difpofition deipn to receive, 
that grofs incenfe which the illiberal 
only expeét, and none but the bafe- 
minded condefcend to pay; my fenti- 
ments have always done juftice to your 
generofity, and my intention {crupu- 
loufly adhered to the dictates a my 

. © duty 


-_ 
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* duty. Confcious of this integrity of 
‘ heart, I cannot but feverely feel your 
€ Jady’s unkind (I will not call it un- 
* generous) recapitulation of the favours 
¢ I have received; and as [I take it for 
‘ granted, that you knew’and approved 
‘ of her letter, 1 muft beg leave to affure 
¢ you, that far from being fwayed by 
¢ menaces. and reproach, I am deter- 
¢ mined to embrace the moft abjeé& ex- 
‘ tremity of fortune, rather than {ubmit 
‘to fuch difhonourable compulfion. 
€ When I am treated in a more delicate 
¢ and refpectful manaer, I hope I hall 
€ behave as beconies, Sir, your obliged 


~ { 
“ PaPrcme ee.’ 


The commodore, who did not under-. 


ftand thofe ‘nice diftin@tions of behavi- 
our, and dreaded the confequence of 
Peregrine’s amour, again{t which he was 
ftrangely prepoffeffed, feemed exafpe- 
rated at the infolence and obftinacy of 
this adopted fon; to whofe epiftle he 
wrote the following anfwer, which was 
tranfimitted by the hands of Hatchway, 
who had orders to bring the delinquent 
along with him to the garrifon. 


of 
© HARK YE, CHILD! 


‘ ayo need not bring your fine 

‘ fpeeches to bear upon me. 
You only expend your ammunition to 
no purpofe. Your aunt told you no- 
thing but truth; for it is always fair 
and honourable to be above board, 
d’ye fee. Iam informed as how you are 
in chace of a painted galley, which will 
decoy you upon the flats of deftruc- 
tion, unlefs you keep a better look- 
out, and a furer reckoning, than you 
have hitherto done; and I have fent 
Jack Hatchway to fee how the land 
lies, and-warn ‘you of your danger: 
if fo be as you will put about ihip, 
and let him fteer you into this har- 
bour, you fhall meet with a tafe 
birth and friendly reception; but if 
you refufe to alter your courfe, you 
cannot expect any farther afliftance 
from yours, as you behave, 


¢ Hawser TRUNNION.’ 


Peregrine was equally piqued and dif- 
concerted at the receipt of this letter, 
which was quite different from what he 
had expected ; and declared in a refolute 


\ 
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tone to the lieutenant, who brought it, 
that he might return as foon as he pleafed, 
for he was determined to confult his 
own inclination, and remain for fome 
time longer where he was. 

Hatchway endeavoured to perfuade 


him by all the arguments which his fa- 


gacity and friendthip could fupply, to 

lew a little more deference for the old 

man, who was by this time rendered 

fretful and peevifh by the gout, which 

now hindered him from enjoying him- 

felf as ufual, and who mA in_ his 

paffion, take fome ftep very much to the 

detriment of the young gentleman, whom 

he had hitherto confidered as his own, 

fon. Among other remonftrances, Jack 

obferved, that mayhap Peregrine had got 

under Emilia’s hatches, and did not 

chufe to-fet her aduift; and if that was 

the cafe, he himfelf would take charge of © 
the veflel, and fee her cargo fafely de- 

livered ; for he had a refpect for the 

young woman ; and his needle pointed 

towards matrimony; and as, inallpro- ~ 
bability, fhe could not be much the ~ 
worfe for the wear, he would make thift 
to fcud through life with her under an 
eafy fail. . 

Our lover was deaf to all his admo- 
nitions, and having thanked him for 
this laft inftance of his complaifance,” 
repeated his refolution of adhering to 
his firft purpofe. Hatchway having pro- 
fited fo little by mild exhortations, af- 
fumed a more peremptory afpect, and 
plainly told him he neither could nor 
would go home without him; fo he had 
beft make immediate preparation for the 
voyage. F 

Peregrine made no.other reply to this 
declaration, than by a contemptuous 
fmile, and rofe from his feat in order to 


‘retire; upon which the lieutenant ftart- 


ed up, and pofting himfelf by the door, 
protefted with fome menacing geftures, 
that le would not fuffer him to run a- 
head neither. The other, incenfed at 
his’ prefumption in attempting to detain 
him by force, tripped up his. wooden 
leg, and laid him on his back in a mo- 
ment; then walked deliberately towards 
the park, in order to indulge his reflec - 
tion, which at that. time teemed with 
difagreeable thoughts. He had not 
proceeded two hundred eps, when he 
heard fomething blowing and ftamp- 
ing behind him; and looking back, 
perceived the lieutenant at his _ heels, 


with rage and indignation in his coun- 


it tenance. 
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tenance. This exafperated feaman, im- 


atient of the affront he had received,. 


and forgetting all the circumftances of 
their former intimacy, advanced with 
great eagernefs to his old friend, faying, 
© Look ye, brother, you're a faucy boy, 
‘ and if you was at fea, I would have 
* your backfide brought to the davit for 
* your difobedience; but as we are on 
¢ fhore, you and I mutt crack a piftol 
“ at_one another; here is a brace, you 
¢ fhall take which you pleafe.’ 

Peregrine, upon recolleétion, was 
’ forry for having been Jaid under the ne- 
ceflity of difobliging honeft Jack, and 


very frankly afked his pardon for what’ 


he had done. But this condefcenfion 
was mifinterpreted by the other, who re- 
fufed any other fatisfaction but that 
which an officer ought to claim; and, 
with fome irreyerend expreffions, afked 
if Perry was afraid of his bacon. The 
youth, inflamed at this unjuft infinua- 
tion, darted a ferocious look at the 
challenger, told him he had paid but too 
much regard to his infirmities, and bid 
him walk forward to the park, where 


he would foon convince him of his error, ‘ 


if he thought his cenceflion proceeded 
from fear. 7 

About this time they were overtaken 
by Pipes, who having heard the lieute- 
pant’s fall, and feen tie pocket his pi- 
ftols, fufpe&ted that there was a quarrel 
in the cafe, and followed him with a 
view of protecting his mafter. Pere- 
grine feeing him arrive, and gueffing his 


intention, aflumed an air of ferenity, 


and pretending that he had left his 


handkerchief at the inn, ordeyed his 


man to gothither and fetch it to him in 
the park, where he would find them at 
his return. ‘This command was twice 
repeated before Tom would take any 
other notice of- the meflage, except by 
fhaking his head; but being urged with 
many threats and curfes to obedience, 
he gave them to underftand that he 
knew their drift too well to truft them 
by themfelves. ‘ As for you, Lieute- 
nant Hatchway,’ faid he, ¢I have 
been your fhip-mate, and know you 
to be a failor, that’s enough; and as 
for mafter, I know him to be as good 
a man as ever ftepped betwixt ftem 
and ftern ; whereby, if you have any 
thing to fay to him, I am your man, 
as the faying is. Here’s my fapling, 
and I don’t value your crackers of a 
rope’send.’ ‘This oration, the long- 
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eft that ever Pipes was known to make, 
he concluded with a flourith of his cud. 
gel, and enforced with fuch determined 
refufals to leave them, that they found 
it impoffible to bring the caufe to morta] 
arbitrement at that time, and ftrolled 
about the park in profound filenee; du- 
ring which, Hatchway’s indignation 
fubfiding, he all of a fudden thruft out 
his fant as an advance to reconcilia- 
tion, which being cordially fhaken by 
Peregrine, a general pacification enfued ; 
and was followed by a confultation a- 
bout the means of extricating the youth 
from his prefent perplexity. Had his 
difpofition been like that of moft other 
young men, it would have been no dif- 
ficult tafk to overcome his difficulties ; 
but fuch was the obftinacy of his pride, 
that he deemed himfelf bound in ho- 
nour torefent the letters he had received ; 
and inftead of fubmitting to the plea- 
fure of the commodore, expected an 
acknowledgment from him, without — 
which he would liften to no terms of ac- 
‘commodation. ‘¢ Had I been his own 
¢ fon,’ faid he, * I fhould have bore his 
‘ reproof, and fued for forgivenefs; 
‘ but knowing myfelf to be on the foot- 
ing of an orphan, who depends en- 
‘ tirely upon his benevolence, I am jea- 
lous of every thing that can be con- 
ftrued into difrefpe€t, and. infift upon 
being treated with the moft punétual 
regard. I fhall now make applica 
tion to my father, who is obliged to 
provide for me by the ties of nature, 
as well as the laws of the land; and 
if he fhall refufe to do me juftice, I 
can never want employment while 
men are required for his majefty’s fer- 
vice.” 
The lieutenant, alarmed at this inti- 
mation, begged he would take no new 
ftep until he fhould hear from him ; and 
that very evening fet out for the garri- 
fon, where he gave Trunnion an ac- 
count of the mifcarriage of his negocia- 
tion; told him how highly Peregrine 
was offended at the letter; corfimuni- 
cated the young gentleman’s fentiments 
and refolution ; and finally affured him, 
that unlefs he fhould think proper to afk 
pardon for the offence he had commit- 
ted, he would, in all appearance, never 
more behold the face of his godfon. 
The old commodore was utterly con- 
founded at this piece of intelligence: he 
had expected all the humility of obe- 
dience and contrition from the aan 
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man ; and inftead of that, received no- 
thing but the moft indignant oppofition, 
and even found himéelf in the circum- 
ftances of an oftender, obliged to make 
atonement, or forfeit all correfpondence 
with his favourite. ‘Thefe infolent con- 


ditions at firft threw him into an agony . 


of wrath, and he vented execrations 
with fuch rapidity, that he left himfelf 
no time to bréathe, and had almoft 
been fuffocated with his choler. He in- 
veighed bitterly againft the ingratitude 
of Peregrine, whom he mentioned with 
many opprobrious epithets, and fwore 
that he ought to be keel-hauled for his 
prefumption ; but when he began to re- 
fle& more coolly upon the fpirit of the 
young gentleman, which had already 
manifelted itfelf on many occafions, 
and liftened to the fuggeftions of Hatch- 
way, whom he had always confidered_ 
as an oracle in his way, his refentment 
abated, and he determined to take Perry 
into favour again; this placability be- 
ing not a little facilitated by Jack’s nar- 
rative of our hero’s intrepid behaviour 
at the aflembly, as well as in the conteft 
with him in the park. But ftill this 
plaguy amour occurred like a bug-bear 
to his imagination ; for he held it as an 
infallible maxim, that woman was an 
eternal fourceof mifery to man. Indeed, 
this apothegm he feldom repeated fince 
his marriage, except in the company of a 
very few intimates, to whofe fecrefy and 
difcretion he could truft. Finding Jack 
himfelf at a nonplus in the affair of 
Emilia, he confulted Mrs. Trunnion, 
who was equally furprized and offend- 
ed, when fhe underftood that her letter 
did not produce the defired effeét; and 
after having imputed the youth’s obfti- 
nacy to his uncle’s unfeafonable indul- 
gence, had recourfe to the advice of the 
parfon,who ftill with an eyeto hisfriend’s 
advantage, counfelled them to fend the 
young gentleman on,his travels, in the 
courfe of which he would, in all proba- 
bility, forget the amufements of his 
greener years. ‘The propofal was judi- 
cious, and immediately approved ; when 
Trunnion going into his clofet, after 
divers efforts, produced the following 
billet, with which Jack departed for 
Windfor that fame afternoon. 


©‘ MY GOOD LAD, 
[ TE I gave offence in my laft letter, 
© I'm forry for’t, d’ye fee; Ithought 
¢ jt was the likelieit way to bring you 
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‘ up; but, in time to come, you thal! 
‘ have a larger fwing of cable. When 
* you can {pare time, I fhall be glad if 
‘ you will make a fhort trip, and fee 
* your aunt, and him who is your loy. 
* ing godfather and humble fervant, 


‘ HAWSER TRUNNION. 


‘P. S. If you want money, you 
* may draw upon me payable at fight.” 


CHAP. XKXVI. 


HE BECOMES MELANCHOLY AND 
DESPONDENT; IS FAVOUREp 
WITH A CONDESCENDING LET-« 
TER FROM HIS UNCLE; RECON} 
CILES HIMSELF TO HIS GOVER- 
NOR, AND SETS OUT WITH EMI- 
LIA AND HER FRIEND FOR MRS, 
GAUNTLET’S HOUSE. 


EREGRINE, fortified as he was 
with pride and indignation, did not 

fail to feel the finarting fuggeftions of 
his prefent fituation: after having lived fo 
long in an affluent and imperious man- 
ner, he could ill brook the thoughts of 
fubmitting to the mortifying exigencies 


-of life. All the gaudy fchemes of pomp, 
, and pleafure, which his luxuriant ima- 


gination had formed, began to diffolve; 
a train of melancholy ideas took pof- 
feffion of his thoughts; and the pag eh 
of lofing Emilia was not the leaf part 
of his affliction. Though he endea- 
voured to fupprefs the chagrin that prey « 
ed upon his heart, he could not conceal 
the difturbance of his mind from the 
penetration of that amiable young lady, 
who fympathized with him in her heart, 
though fhe could not give her tongue 
the liberty of afking the caufe of his 
diforder: for, ‘notwithftanding all the 
ardour of his addreffes, he never could 
obtain from her the declaration of a 
mutual flame; becaufe, though he had 
hitherto treated her with the utmoft re- 
verence of refpeét, he had never once 
mentioned the final aim of his paffion. 
However honourable the fuppofed it to 
be, fhe had difcernment enough to fore- 
fee, that vanity or intereft co-operating 
with the levity of youth, might one day 
deprive her of her lover, and fhe was 
too proud to give him any handle of 
exulting at her expence. Altkough he 
was received by her with the moit dif- 
tinguifhed civility, and even an intimacy 
of friendfhip, all his folicitations could 
. never 
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never extort from her an acknowledg- 
ment of love: on the contrary, being 
of a gay difpofition, fhe fometimes co- 
quetted with other admirers, that his 
attention thus whetted might never a- 
bate, and that he might fee fhe had other 
refources, in cafe he fhould flag in his 
aiection, |. 

* This being the prudential. plan on 
which fhe aéted, it cannot be fuppofed 
that fhe would condefcend to inquire in- 
to the ftate.of his thoughts, when fhe 
faw him thus affected ; but fhe, never- 
thelefs, impofed that tafk on her coufin 
and confidante, who, as they walked 
together in the park, obferved that he 
feemed to be out of humour. When 
this is the cafe, fuch a queftion general- 
ly increafes the difeafe ; at leaft it had 
that effeét upon Peregrine, who replied 


fomewhat peevifhly, ‘I affure you, Ma- 


. © dam, you never was more miftakenin 


€ your obfervations.’—*‘ I think fo too,’ 
faid Emilia, ‘ for I never faw Mr. 
* Pickle in higher fpirits!’) This ironi- 
cal encomium compleated his confu- 
fion; he affected to fmile, but it was a 
finile of anguifh, and in his heart he 
curfed the vivacity of both. “He could 
not for his foul recollect himfelf, fo as to 
utter one connected fentence ; and the 
fufpicion that they obferved every cir- 
cumftance of his behaviour, thréw fuch 
a damp on his fpirits, that he was quite 
overwhelmed with fhame and refent- 
ment, when Sophy, cafting her eyes to- 
wards the gate, faid, ‘ Yonder is your 
‘ fervant, Mr, Pickle, with another 
“man who feems to have a wooden 
* leg.” Peregrine ftarted at this intel- 
ligence, and immediately underwent 
fundry changes of complexion, know- 
ing that his fate, in a great meafure, 
depended upon the information he would 
receive from his friend. 

Hatchway advancing to the company, 


- after a brace of fea bows to the ladies, 


took the youth afide; ‘and put the com- 
modore’s letter into his hand; which 
threw him into fuch an agitation, that 
he could fcarce pronounce, ‘ Ladies, 
‘ will you give me leave?’ When, in 
confequence cf their permifaon, he at- 
tempted to open the billet, he fumbled 
with fuch mauifeit diforder, that his 
miftrefs, who watched his motions, be- 
gan to think there was fomething very 
interefting in the meflage; and fo much 
was fhe effedied with his concern, that 


fie was fain to turn her head another 
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\ way, and wipe the tears from her lovely 


tyes. * . 

"Meanwhile Peregrine no fooner read 
the firft fentence than his countenance, 
which before was overcaft with a deep 
gloom, began to be lighted up, and 
every feature, unbending by degrees, 
he recovered his ferenity. Having pe- 
rufed the letter, his eyes fparkling with 
joy and gratitude, he hugged the lieu- 
tenant in his arms, and prefented him 
to the ladies as one of his beft friends. 
Jack met with a moft gracious reception, 
and fhook Emilia by the land, telling 
her, with the familiar appellation of old 
acquaintance, that he did not care how 
foon he was mafter of fuch another 
clean-going frigate as herfelf. 

The whole company partook of this 
favourable change that evidently appear- 
ed in our lover's recolleétion, and en- 
livened his converfation with fuch an 
uncommen flow of fprightlinefs and 
good-humour, as even made an impref= 
fion on the iron countenance of Pipes 
himfelf, who actually fmiled with fatis- 
faction as he walked behind them. 

‘ The evening being ‘pretty far ad- 
wanced, they directed their courfe home- 
ward; and while the valet attended 
Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine efcorted, 
the ladies to their lodging, where he 
owned the juftnefs of Sophy’s remark, 
in faying he was out of humour, and 


‘told them he had been extremely cha- 


grined ‘at a difference which had hap- 
pened between him and his uncle, to 
whom (by the letter which they had feen, 


him receive) he now found himfelf hap- 


pily reconciled. 

Having received their’congratulations, 
and declined ftaying to fup with them, 
on account of the longing defire he had 
to converfe with his friend Jack, he took, 
his leave, and repaired to the inn, where 
Hatchway informed him of every thing 
that had happened in the gairifon upon 
his reprefentations. Far from being dif- 
gufted, he was perfectly well pleafed 
with the profpeét of going aboad, which 
flattered his vanity and ambition, grati- 
fied his thirft after knowledge, and in- 
dulged that turn for obfervation, for 
which he had been remarkable from his 
moft tender years. Neither did he be- 
lieve a flhrort abfence would tend to the 
prejudice of his love, but, on the con- 
trary, enhance the value of his heart, 


becaufe he fhould retu >i 


plifhed, and confequ 
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come offering to hismiftrefs. Elevated 
with thefe fentiments, his heart dilated 
with joy, and the fluices of his natural 
‘benevolence being opened by this happy 
turn of his affairs, he fent his compli- 
ments to Mr. Jolter, to whom he had 
not {poken during a whole week, and 
defired he would favour Mr. Hatchway 
and him with his company at fupper. 
The governor was not weak enough 
to decline this invitation; in confequence 
of which he, forthwith appeared, and 
was cordially welcomed by the relenting 
pupil, who exprefled his forrow for the 
mifunderftanding which had prevailed 
between them, and affured him that for 
the future he would avoid giving him 
any juft caufe of complaint. Jolter, 
who did not want affection, was melt- 
ed by this acknowledgment, which he 
could not have expected, and earneltly 
protefted, that his chief ftudy had al- 
ways been, and ever fhould be, to pro- 
mote Mr. Pickle’s intereft and happi- 
nefs. . rs 
The beft part of the night being {pent 
in the circulation of a chearful glafs, 
the company broke up; and next morn- 
ing Peregrine went outwith a view of 


smaking his miftrefs acquainted with 


his uncle’s intention of fending him 
out of the kingdom for his improve- 
ment, and of faying every thing which 
he thought neceflary for the intereft of 
He found her at breakfaft 
with her coufin; and as he was very 
full of the fubjeét of his vifit, had fearce 
fixed himfelf in his feat, when he brought 
it upon the carpet, by atking with a 
{mile, if the ladies had any commands 
for Paris. Emilia at this queftion began 
to ftare, and her confidante defired to 
know who was going thither. He no 
fooner gave them to underftand, that 
he himfelf intended in a fhort time to 
vifit that capital, than his miftrefs with 
great precipitation wifhed him a good 
journey, and: affected to talk with in- 
difference about the pleafures he would 
enjoy in France: but when he ferioufly 
affured Sophy, who afked if he was in 
earneft, that his uncle actually infifted 
upon his making a fhort tour, the tears 
gufhed in poor Emilia’s eyes, and fhe 
was at great pains to conceal her con- 
cern, by,obferving that the tea was fo 
fcalding hot, as to make her, eyes wa- 
ter. This pretext was too thin to im- 
pofe upon her lover, or even deceive the 
obfervation of her friend Sophy, whe, 


“ ¢ 


after breakfaft, took an opportunity of 


quitting the room, 


‘Thus left by themfelves, Peregrine 
imparted to her what he had learned of 
the. commodore’s intention, without, 
however, mentioning a fyllable of his 


. being offended at their correfpondence ; 


and accompanied his information with 
fuch fervent vows of eternal contancy; 
and folemn promifes of a {peedy return, 
that Emily’s heart, which had been in- 
vaded by a fufpicion that this {cheme of 
travelling was the effect of her lover’s 
inconftancy, began to be more at eafe; 
and fhe could not help fignifying her ~ 
approbation of his defign. 

This affair being amicably compro- 
mifed, he afked how foon fhe propofed. 
to fet out for her mother’s houfe; and 
underftanding that her departure was 
fixed for next day but one, and that her 


-coufin Sophy intended ‘to accompany 


her in her father’s chariot, he repeated 
his intention of attending her, In the 


-mean time he difmiffed his governor and 


the lieutenant to the garrifon, with his 
compliments to his aunt and the com- 
modove, and a faithful promife of his 
being with them in fix days at fartheft. 

Thefe previous meafures being taken, 
he, attended by Pipes, fet out with the 
ladies; and they had alfo a convoy for 
twelve miles from Sophy’s father, who, 
at parting, recommended them pioufly 
to the care of Peregrine, with whom, 
by this time, he was perfectly well ac- 
quainted, 
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THEY MEET WITH A DREADFUL 
_ ALARM ON THE ROAD; ARRIVE 
AT THEIR JOURNEY’S END. PE- 
REGRINE IS INTRODUCED TO 
EMILY’S BROTHER; THESE TWO 
YOUNG GENTLEMEN MISUNDER- 
STAND EACH OTHER. PICKLE 
DEPARTS FOR THE GARRISON. 


S they travelled at an eafy rate, 
they had performed fomething 

more than one-half of their journey 
when they were benighted near an inn, 
at which they refolved to lodge; the ac- 
commodation was very good, they fup-' 
ped together with great mirth and en- 
joyment, and it was not till after he had 
been warned by the yawns of the ladies, 
that he conducted them to their apart- 
~ : ment ; 
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ment; where wifhing them good night, 
he retired to his own, and went to reft. 

The houfe was crouded with country 
people who had been at a neighbouring 
fair, and now regaled themfelves with 
ale and tobacco in the yard; fo that 
their confideration, which at any time 
was but flender, being now overwhelm- 
ed by this debauch, they ftaggered into 
their refpective kennels, and left a light- 
ed candle fticking to one of the wooden 
pillars that fupported the gallery. The 
flame in a little time laid hold on the 
wood, which was as dry as tinder, and 
the whole gallery was on fire, when Pe- 
regrine fuddenly waked, and found 
himfelf almoft fuffocated. He fprung 
up in an inftant, flipped on his breeches, 
and throwing open the door of his cham- 
ber, faw the whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens! what were the emotions of 
his foul, when he beheld the volumes of 
flame and {moke rolling towards the 
room where his dear Emilia lay! Re- 
gardlefs of his own danger, he darted 
himfelf through the thickeft of the 
gloom, when knocking hard, and caH- 
ing at the fame time to the ladies, with 
the moft anxious intreaty to be ad- 
mitted ; the door was opened by Emilia 
in her fhift, who afked, with the utmoft 
trepidation, what was the matter? He 
made no reply, but fnatching her up in 
his arms, like another /Eneas, bore her 
through the flames to a place of fafety ; 
where leaving her before fhe could re- 
collect herfelf, or pronounce one word, 
but ‘ Alas! my coufin Sophy!” he flew 
back to the refcue of thdt young lady, 
and found her already delivered by 
Pipes ; who having been alarmed by the 
fmell of firey had got up, rufhed im- 
mediately to the chamber where he knew 
thefe companions lodged, and (Emily 
being faved by her lover) brought off 
Mifs Sophy with the lofs of his own 
fhock-head of hair, which was finged 
Off in his retreat. : 

By this time the whole inn was 
alarmed ; every lodger, as well as fer- 
vant, exerted himfelf, in order to ftop 
the progrefs of this calamity; and there 
being a well-replenifned horte-pond in 
the yard, in lefs than an hour the fire 
was totally extinguifhed, without hav- 
ing done any other damage than of con- 
fuming about two yards of the wooden 
gallery. 

All this time our young gentleman 
cloiely attended his fair charge, each of 
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whoin had fwooned with apprehenfiong 
but as their conftitutions were goody 
and their fpirits not eafily diffipated, 
when upon reflection they fuund them- 
felves and their company fafe, and that 
the flames were happily quenched, the 
tumult of their fears fubfided, they put 
on their cloaths, recovered their good- 
humour, and began to rally each other on 
the trim in which they had been fecured. 
Sophy obferved, that now Mr. Pickle 
had an indifputable claim to her coufin’s 
affection; and therefore fhe ought to lay 
afide all affected referve for the future, 
and frankly avow the fentiments of her 
heart. Emily retorted the argument, 
putting her in mind, that by the fame 
claim Mr. Pipes was intitled to the like 
return from her. Her friend admitted 
the force of the conclufion, provided fhe 
could not find means of fatisfying her 
deliverer in another fhape; and turning 
to the valet, who happened to be prefent, 
afked if his heart was not otherwife 
engaged. Tom, who did not conceive 
the meaning of the queftion, ftood filent 
according to cuftom; and the iaterro- 
gation being repeated, anfwered with a 
grin, § Heart-whole as a bifcuit, Ti} 
‘ affure you, Miftrefs.’°——* What?” faid 
Emilia, ‘ have you never been in love, 
‘ Thomas?’—* Yes, forfooth,’ replied 
the valet without hefitation, * fometimes 
‘ of a morning.’ Peregrine could not 
help laughing, and his miftrefs looked 
a little difconcerted at this blunt repar- 
tee; while Sophy flipping a purfe into 
his hand, told him there was fomething 
to purchafe a periwig. Tom having 
confulted his matter’s eyes, refufed the 
prefent, faying, ‘ No, thank ye as much 
‘ as ifI did.” And though the infifted 
upon his putting it m his pocket, as a 
{malt teftimony of her gratitude, he 
could not be prevailed upon to avail 
himfelf of her generofity; but follow- 
ing her to the other end of the room, . 
thruft it into her fleeve without ceremo- 
ny, exclaiming, § I'll be damned to 
‘ hell if Idol’ Peregrine having check- 
ed him for his boorifh behaviour, fent 
him out of the room, and beggedtthat 
Mifs Sophy would not endeavour to de-= 
bauch the morals of his fervant; who, 
rough and uncultivated as he was, had 
fenfe enough to perceive that he had no 
pretenfion to any {uch acknowledgment. 
But the argued with great vehemencey 
that fhe fhould never be able to make 
an acknowledgment adequate to the fer- 
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vice he had done her, and that the fhould 
never he perfectly eafy in her own mind, 
until the found fome opportunity of ma- 
nifetting the fenfe fhe had of the obli- 
gation. ‘ I do not pretend,’ faid fhe, 
.© to reward Mr. Pipes; but I fhall be. 


‘ abfolutely unhappy, unlefs. I am al-- 


* lowed to give him fomé token of my 
© regand . - r 
Peregrine, thus earneftly folicited, de-, 
fired, that fince fhe was bent upon dif-, 
playing her. generofity, fhe would not 
beitow upon him any pecuniary grati-; 
fication, but honour him with fome. 
trinket, asa mark of confiteration; be- 
caufe he himfelf had fuch a particular 
value for the fellow,* on account of his, 
attachment and fidelity, that he fhould 
be forry to fee him treated on the foot-> 
ing of a common mercenary domeftick.” 
There was not one jewel in, the pof-- 
feffion of this grateful young lady, that» 
fhe would not have gladly given as a: 
recompence, or badge of diftin&tion to: 
her refcuer; but his matter-pitched up- ‘ 
on a feal-ring of no great value that: 
hung at her watch, and Pipes being: 
called in, had permiffion to accept that: 
teftimony of Mifs Sophy’s favour. ‘Tom: 
received it accordingly. with fundry: 
{crapes, and haying kiffed it with great» 
devotion, put it on his little finger, 
and ftrutted off, extremely proud of his 
acquifition. ; 
Emilia, with a moft enchanting fweet-: 
nefs of afpect, told, her lover, that he 
had inftruéted her how to behave to-’ 
wards him; and taking a diamond ring 
from her finger, defired he would wear 
it for her fake. He received the’ pledge 
as became him, and prefented another 
in exchange, which the at firft refufed, 
alledging that it would defiroy the intent 
ot her acknowledgment; but Peregrine 
affured her, he had accepted her jewel, 
not as a proof of her gratitude, but as 
the mark of her Tove; and that if fhe. 
refufed a mutual token, he fhould look 
upon himéfelf as the objeét of her difdain. 
Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks glow- 
ed with refentmeut at this impudent in- 
timation, which fhe confidered as an 
unfeafonable infult; and the young gen- 
_tleman perceiving her emotion, ttood 
correfted for his temerity, and afked 
pardon forthe liberty of his remonftrance, 
which he hoped fhe would afcribe to the 
prevalence of that principle alone which 
he had always taken pride in avowing. 
Sophy feeing him: difsoncerted, in- 
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terpoied in his behalf, and chid her cou- 
fin for having prattifed fuch unnecef- 
faryaffeCtation; upon ‘which Emilia, 
foftensd into compliance, held out her 
finger as a fignal of ler condefcenfion. 
Peregrine put on the ring with great 
eagernefs, mumibled her foft white hand 
in an extafy which would not allow him 
to confine his embraces to that limb, 
but urged him to feize her by the wait, 
and fnatch a delicious kifs froin her love- 
ly pouting lips; nor.would he leave hera 
butt to the ridicule of Sophy, on whofe 
mouth he inftantly committed a rape of 
the fame nature ; fo that the two friends, 
countenanced byeach other, reprehended . 
him with fuch, gentlenefs of rebuke, 

that he was almott tempted to repeat the: 
offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, 
and the fervants of the inn on foot, -he 
ordered fome chocolate tor, breakfaft, 
and at the defire of the ladies, fent Pipes . 
to fee the horfes fed,~and the chariot. 
prepared, while he went to the bar and | 
difcharged the bill. 

. Thefe meafures being taken, they fet 
out about five o'clock, and having re- 
frefhed themfelves and their cattle at 
another inn on the road, proceeded in 
the afternoen. Without meeting with 
any other accident, they fafely. arrived 
at the place of their deitination ; . where 
Mrs. Gauntlet exprefied her joy at fee- 
ing her old friend Mr. Pickle, whom, 
however, fhe kindly reproached for the 
long difcontinuanceof his regard. With- 
out explaining the canfe of that inter- 
ruption, he pretefted that his love and 
efteem had never been difcontinued, 
and that for the future he flould omit 
no occafion of teftifying how much he 
had her friendfhip at heart. She then 
made him acquainted with her fon, who 


-at that time was in the houfe, being 


excufed from his duty by furlough. 
This young man, whofe name was 
Godfrey, was about the age of twenty, 
of a middling fize, vigorous make, re- 
iarkably well thaped, and the {cars of 
the fmali-pox, of which he bore a good 
number, added a peculiar manlineis to 
the air of his countenance. His capaci- 
ty was good, and his difpofition na- 
turally frank and eafy ; but he had been 
a foldier from his infancy, and his edu- 
cation was altogether in the military 
ftyle. He looked upon tafte and letters 
as mere pedantry, beneath the con- 
fideration of a gentleman, and every 
L eivid 
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civil ftation of life as meany when com- 
pared with the profeflion of arms. “He 
had made great progrefs in the gym- 
naftick fciences of dancing, fencing, 
and riding; played perfectly well on the. 
German flute; and, above all things, 
_ valued himfelf upon a fcrupulous ob- 
fervance of all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he confidered 
themfelves: upon equal footing, in all 
probability they would have immediate- 
ly entered into a league of intimacy and 
friendfhip; but this fufficient foldier 
looked upon his fifter’s admirer as a 
young ftudent raw from the univerfity, 
and utterly ignorant of mankind ; while 
“Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey in the 
light of a needy volunteer, greatly infe- 
rior to himfelf in fortune, as well as 
every other accomplifiment. ‘This mu- 
tual mifunderftanding could not fail of 
producing animofities. The very: next 
day after Peregrine’s arrival, fome fharp 
yepartees pafled between them in pre- 
fence of the ladies, before whom each 
endeavoured to affert his own fuperiori- 
ty. In thefe contefts, our hero never 
failed of obtaining the vitory, becaufe 
his genius was more acute, and his ta- 
lents better cultivated than thofe of his 
antagonift, who therefore took umbrage 
at his fuccefs, became jealous of his re- 


putation, and began to treat’ him with. 


marks of fcorn and difrefpect. 
His fifter faw, and dreading the confe- 
quence of his ferecity, not only took him 


to tafk in private for his impolite behavi- . 


our, but alfo intreated her lover to make 
allowances for the roughnefs of her bro- 
ther’s education. He kindly affured her, 
that whatever pains it might coft him to 
vanquifh his own impetuous temper, he 
would for her fake endure all the morti- 
: fications to which her brother’s arro- 
gance might expofe'him; and after hav- 
ing ftayed with her two days, and en- 
joyed feveral private interviews, during 
which he atted the part- of a moit 
paffionate lover, he took his leave of 
Mrs. Gauntlet over night, and told the 
young ladies he would call early next. 
morning to bid them farewel. He did 
not negleét this piece of duty, and found 
the two friends at breakfaft already pre- 
pared in the parlour. All three being 
extremely affected with the thoughts of 
. parting, a moft pathetick filence for fome 


time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end ' 


to it by lamenting his fate; in being 
ebliged to exile humfelf fo long from 
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the dear objeé&t of his moft interefting 


with. He begged’ with the moft earneft - 


fupplications, that fhe would now, in 
confideration of the cruel abfence he 
muft fuffer, give him the confolation 
which fhe had hitherto refufed; namely, 
that of knowing ‘he poffefled a. place 
within her heart. “The confidante fe- 
conded his requeft, reprefenting that it 
was now no time to difguife her fenti- 
ments, when her. lover was about to 
leave the kingdom, and might be in 
danger of contra&ting other connections, 
unlefs he was confirmed in his con({tan- 
cy, by knowing how far he could de- 
pend upon her love; and, in fhort, fhe 
was plied with fuch irrefiftible impor- 
tunities, that fhe anfwered in the ut- 
moft confufion, ‘ Though I have avoid- 
© ed literal acknowledgments, methinks 
§ the circumftances of my behaviour 
‘ might have convinced Mr. Pickle, that 
‘ Ido not regard him as a common ac- 
* quaintance.—* My charming. Emi- 
‘ ly!” cried the impatient lover, throw- 
ing himfelf at her feet, © why will you 
‘ deal out my happinefs in fuch feanty 
© portions? Why will you thus mince the 
‘ declaration which would overwhelm 
‘me with pleafure, and chear my lone- 
‘ lyreflection, while I figh amid the fo- 
‘ litude of feparation?? His fair mif- 
trefs, melted by this image, replied, 


‘with thé tears gufhing from her eyes, 


‘ I’m afraid I fhall feel that feparation 
‘ more feverely than you imagine.* 
‘Tranfported at this flattering confeflion, 
he preffed her to his breaft, and while 
Her head reclined upon his neck, mingled 
his tears with her’s in great abundance, 
breathing the meft tender vows of eter- 
nal fidelity. The gentle heart of Sophy 
could not bear this {cene unmoved; fhe 
wept with fympathy, and encouraged 
the lovers. to refign themfelves to the 
will of fate, and fupport their fpirits 
with the hope of meeting again on hap- 
pier terms. Finally, after mutual pro- 
mifes, exhortations, and endearments, 
Peregrine took his leave, his heart being 
fo full that he could {carce pronounce 
the word, Adieu! and mounting his 
horfe at the door, fet out with Pipes for 
the garrifon. 


C HAP. XXVIII. 


PEREGRINE IS OVERTAKEN BY MR. 
GAUNTLET, WITH WHOM HE 
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’ BIGHTS ADUEL, AND CONTRACTS 


AN INTIMATE FRIENDSHIP. HE, 


ARRIVES AT THE GARRISON, 
AND FINDS HIS MOTHER AS IM- 
PLACABLE AS EVER. HE IS: IN- 


SULTED BY HIS BROTHER GAM, 


WHOSE PRECEPTOR HE DISCI- 
PLINES WITH A HORSE-WHIP. 


N order to expel the melancholy 
images that took poffetfion of his 
fancy, at parting from his miftrefs, he 
called .in the flattering ideas of thofe 
pleafures he expected to enjoy in France; 


_and before he had rode ten miles, his 


imagination was effeCtually amufed. 

, While he thus profecuted his travels 
by anticipation, and indulged himéelf in 
all the infolence of hope, at the turning 
of a lane he was all of a fudden over- 
taken, by Emilia’s brother on horfeback, 
who told him he was riding the fame 
way, and fhould be glad of his com- 
Pen ° 
_ This young gentleman, whether 
prompted by perfonal pique, or actu- 
ated with zeal for the honour of his 
family, had followed our hero, with a 
view’ of obliging him to explain the na- 
ture of his attachment to his fifter. Pe- 
regrine returned his compliment with 
fuch difdainful civility, as. gave him 
room to believe that he fufpegted his 
errand ; and therefore, without. farther 
preamble, he declared his bufinefs in 
thefle words: ¢ Mr.* Pickle, you, have 
© carried on a'correfpondence with my 
€ fifter for fome time, and I fhould be 
& glad to know the nature of it.” To 
this queftion our lover replied, ‘ Sir, I 
© fhould be glad to know what title you 
* have to demand that fatisfaétion ?°— 
Sir,’ anfwered the other, ¢ I demand 
it im the capacity of a brother, jea- 
lous of his own honour, as well as of 
his fifter’s reputation; and if your 
intentions are honourable, you will 


/ Lam not at prefent difpofed to appeal 
to your opinion for the rectitude of 
my intentions ; and I think you af- 
fume a little too much importance, 
in pretending to judge my conduct.’ 
—‘ Sir,’ replied the foldier, ‘ I pretend 
§ to judge the conduct of every man 
‘ who interferes with my concerns, and 
© even to chaftife him, if J think he acts 
© amifls.’"—* Chaftife !’ cried the youth, 
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_ with indignation in his looks ; ¢ fure you 


¢ dare not apply that term to me ?’= 


not refufe it.’—* Sir,” faid Peregrine, 


X 


* You are miftaken,’ faid Godfrey, «1 
‘ dare do any thing that becomes the 
* character oh a gentleman.’—* Gentle- 
© man, God wot!’ replied the other, 
looking contemptuoufly at his equipage, 
which was none of the moft fuperb; ‘a 
* very pretty gentleman, truly!’ The fole 
die:’s wrath was inflamed by this iront. 
cal repetition, the contempt of which 
his confcious poverty made him feel ; 


and he called his antagonift prefump- 


tuous boy, infolent upftart, with other 
epithets, which Perry retorted with great 
bitternefs..; A formal challenge hav- 
ing paffed between them, they alighted 
at the firft. inn, and walked into the 
next field, in order to decide their quar- 
re] by the fword. Having pitched upon 
the {pot, helped. to pull off each other’s 
boots, and laid afide their coats and 
wailtcoats, Mr. Gauntlet told his op= 
ponent, that he himfelf was looked up- 
on in the army as an expert {word{man, 
and that if Mr. Pickle had not made 
that f{cience his particular ftudy. they 
fhould be upon a more equal footing 
in ufing piftols. Peregrine was too much 
incenfed to thank him for his plain deal 
ing, and too confident of his own {kill 
to relifh the other’s propofal, which he 


, accordingly rejeéted ;. then drawing his 


fword, he obferved, that were he to treat 
Mr. Gauntlet according to his deferts, 
he would order his man to punith his 
audacity with a horfe-whip. Exafpe- 
rated at this expreffion, which he con- 
fidered as an indelible affront, he made 
no reply, but attacked his adverfary 
with equal ferocity and addrefs. The 
youth parried his firft and fecond thruft, 
but received the third m the outfide of 
his {word-arm. Though the wound 
was fuperficial, he was tranfported with 
rage at fight of his own blood, and re- 
turned the affault with fuch fury and 
precipitation, that Gauntlet, loth to take 
advantage of his unguarded heat, ftood 
upon the defenfive, In the fecond longes 


. Peregrine’s weapon entering a kind of 


net- work in the fhell of Godfrey's fword, 
the blade fnapped in two, and left him 
at the mercy of the foldier; who, far 
from making an infolent ute of the vic- 
tory he had gained, put up his Toledo 
with great deliberation, like a man who 
had been ufed to that kind of rencoyn- 
ters, obferved that fuch a blade as Pe- 
regrine’s was not to be trufted with a 
man’s life: then adyifing the owner to, 
treat a gentleman in diftrefs with more 
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refpect for the future, he flipped on his 
boots, and with fullen dignity of de- 
meanour ftalked back to the inn. 
Though Pickle was extremely mor- 
tified at his mifcarriage in this adven- 
ture, he was alfo firuck with the beha- 
viour of his antagonift; which affected 
him the more, as he underftood that 
Godfrey's fierté had proceeded from the 
jealous fenfibility of a gentleman declin- 
ed into the vale of misfortune. Gaunt- 
Jet’s valour and moderation induced him 
to put a favourable conftrution on’ all 
thofe circumttances of ‘that young fol- 
dier’s conduét, which before had ‘given 
him difguft, Though in any other cafe 
he would have induftrioufly avoided the 
Jeaft appearance of fubmiffion, he fe)- 
Jowed his conqueror to the inn, with a 
view of thanking him’ for his generous 
forbearance, and of foliciting his friend- 
fhip and correfpondencg. | ; 
Godfrey had his foot in the ftirrap to 
mount, when Peregrine coming up to 
him, defired he would defer his depar- 
ture for a quarter of an hour, and fa- 
vour him with a little private’ converfa- 
tion. The foldier, who miftook the 
meaning. of the requeft, immediately 
quitted his horfe, and followed Pickle 
into a chamber, where he expected to 
find a brace of piitols loaded on the 
table; but he was very agreeably de- 
ceived, when our hero, in the moft re- 
{pectful terms, acknowledged his noble 
deportmentin the field, owned that till 
then he had mifunderftood his charac- 
ter, and begged that he would honour 
him with his intimacy and correfpon- 
dence, | 
Gauntlet, who had feen undoubted 
roofs of Peregrine’s courage, which 
fad confiderably raifed him in his efteem, 
and had fenfe enough to perceive that 
this conceffion was not owing to any 
fordid cr finifter motive, embraced his 
offer with demonftrations of infinite fa- 
tisfaétion, When he underftood the 
terms on which Mr. Pickle was with 
his fitter, he proffered his fervice in his 
turn, either as an agent, mediator, or 
confidante: nay, to give this new friend 
a convincing proof of his fincerity, he 
difclofed to him a paffion which he had 
for fome time entertained for his coufin, 
Mifs Sophy, though he durft not re- 
veal his fentiments to her father, left he 
fhould be offended:at his prefumption, 
and withdraw his prote¢tion from the 
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Peregrine’s generous heart was wrung 
with anguifh, when he underftood that 
this young gentleman, who was the 
only fon of a diftinguifhed officer, had 
carried arms for the fpace of five years, 
without being able to obtain a fubal- 
tern’s commiffion, though he had al- 
ways behaved with remarkable regula- 
rity and fpirit, and acquired the friend- 
fhip and efteem of all the officers under 
whom he had ferved.. 

He would, at that time, with the ut- 
mott pleafure, have fhared his finances 
withhim; but as he would not run the 
rifk of offending the young foldier’s de- 
licacy of honour, by a premature exer- 
tion of his liberality, he ‘refolved to 
infinuate:himfelf into an intimacy with 
him, before he would venture to take 
fuch freedoms ; and with that view preff= 
ed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him to 
the garrifon, where he did not doubt 
of having influence enough to make him 
a-welcome gneft. Godfrey thanked him 
very courteoutly for his invitation, which 
he faid he could not immediately aecept, 
but promifed if he would favour “him 
with a letter, and fix the time at which 
he propofed to fet out for France, he 
would endeavour to vilit him at the com - 
modore’s habitation, and from thence 
give him a convoy to Dover. This new 
treaty being fettled, and a doffil of lint, 
with a {nip of plafter, applied to our 
adventurers wound, he parted from the 
brother of his dear Amelia, to whom, 
and his friend Sophy, he fent his kind- 
eft wifhes ; and having lodged oné night 
upon the road, arrived next day in the 
afternoon at the garrifon, where he 
found all his friends in good health, 
and overjoyed at his return. 

The commodore, who was by this 
time turned of feventy, and altogether 
crippled by the gout, feldom ‘went 
abroad ; and as his converfation was 
not very entertaining, had but little 
company within doors ; fo that his fpi- 
rits mult have quite ftagnated, had not 
they been kept in motion by the con- 
veriation of Hatchway, and received 
at different times a wholefome fillip from 
the difcipline of his fpoufe who, by 
the force of pride, religion, and Coniac, 
had eref&ted a moft ternble tyranny in 
the houfe. There was {uch a quick cir- 
culation of domefticks in the family, 
that every fuit of livery had been worn 
by figures of all dimenfions: Trunnion 
limielf had long before this time wa 
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¢d to the torrent of her arbitrary {way ; 
though not without divers obftinate ef- 
forts to maintain his liberty; and now, 
that he was difabled by his infirmities, 
when he ufed to hear his emprefs fing- 
~ ing the loud Orthyan fong among the 
fervants below, he would often in whif- 
pers communicate to the lieutenant, 
hints of what he would do, if fo be as 
how he was not deprived of the ufe of 
his precious limbs. Hatchway was the 
only perfon whom the temper of Mrs. 
Trunnion refpected, either becaufe the 
dreaded his ridicule, or looked upon 
his perfon with eyes of affe&tion. This 
being the fituation of things in the 
garrifon, it is not to be doubted that 
the old’ gentleman highly enjoyed the 
prefence of Peregrine, who found means 
to ingraticte himfelf fo effeCtually with 
his aunt, that while heremained at home, 
fhe feemed to have exchanged the dif- 
pofition of a tigrefs for that of a gen- 
tle kid: but he found his own mother 
as implacable, and his father as much 
hen-pecked, as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very feldom en- 
joyed the converfation of his old friend 
the commodore, had fome time ago en- 
tered into an amicable fociety, confifting 
of the barber, apothecary, attorney, and 
excifeman of the parifh, among whom 
he ufed to {pend the evening at Tunley’s, 
and liften to their difputes upon philo- 
fophy and politicks, with great comfort 
and edification, while his fovereign lady 
domineered at home as ufual, vifited 
with great pomp in the neighbourhood, 
and employed her chief care in the edu- 
cation of her darling fon Gam, who was 
now in the fifteenth year of his age, and 
fo remarkable for his perverfe difpofition, 
that in fpite of his mother’s influence 
and authority, he was not only hated, 
but alfo defpifed, both at home and a- 
broad. She bad put him under the tui- 
tion of the curate, who lived in the fa- 
mily, and was obliged to attend him in 
all his exercifes and excurfions. This 
governor was a low-bred fellow, who 
had neither experience nor ingenuity, 
but poffeffed a large fund of adulation 
and fervile complaifance, by which he 
had gained the good graces.of Mrs. 
Pickle, and prefided over al] her deli- 
berations in the fame manner as his fu- 
fuperior managed thofe of Mrs. Trun- 
hion. 

He had one day rode out to take the 
air with his pupil, who, as I have al- 
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ready obferved, was odious to the poor 
people, for having killed their dogs and 
broken their inclofures, and on account 
of his hump, diftinguithed by the title 
of my Lord ; when in a narrow lane they 
chanced to meet Peregrine on horfe- 


“back. 


The young fquire no fooner perceived : 
his elder brother, for whom he had been 
inftruéted to entertain the moft invete- 
rate grudge, than ‘he refolved to infult 
him en pafant, and adtually rodeagaint 
him full gallop. Our hero gueffing his 
aim, fixed himfelf in his ftirrups, and 
bya dexterous management of the reins, 


‘avoided the fhock in {uch a manner, as 


that their legs only fhould encounter, 
by which means my lord was tilted out. 
of his faddle, and in a twinkling laid 
fprawling in the dirt, ‘The governor, 
enraged at the difgrace of his charge, 
advanced with great infolence and fury, 
and ftruck at Peregrine with his whip. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to our 
young gentleman than this affault, which 
furnifhed him with an opportunity of 
chaftifing an officious wretch, whofe pe- 
tulance and malice he had longed to ju~ 
nifh. He therefore, fpurring up his horfe 
towards his antagonift, overthrew him in 
the middle of a hedge. Beforehe had time 
to recolle&t himfelf from the confufion 
of the fall, Pickle alighted in a trice, 
and exercifed his horfe-whip with fuch 
agility about the curate’s face and ears, 
that he was fain to proitrate himfelf be- 
fore his enraged conqueror, and implore 
his forbearance in the moft abjeét terms. 
While Peregrine was thus employed, 
his brother Gam had made fhift to rife 
and attack him in the rear; for which — 
reafon, when the tutor was quelled, the 
victor faced about, fnatched the weapon 
out of his hand, and having broken it 
to pieces, remounted his horfe, and rode 
off, without deigning to honour him 
with any other notice. ; 
The condision in which they returned 


-produced infinite clamour againft the 


conqueror, who was reprefented as a 
rufhan who had lain in ambufh to make 
away with his brother, in whofe defence 
the curate was faid to have received thofe 
cruel ftripes, that hindered him from 
appearing for three whole wecks in the 

performance of his duty at church. 
Complaints were made to the com- 
modore, who having inquired into the 
circumftances of the affair, approved of 
what his nephew had done; adding, 
with 
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with many oaths, that, provided Pere- 
gtine had been out of' the {crape, he 
wifhed Crook-back liad broke his neck 
an the fall. ” ag ee 


CHAP. XXIX. 


BE PROJECTS A PLAN OF REVENGE, 
| WHICH IS EXECUTED AGAINST 
THE CURATE, 


iy gnerete 


conveyed, scratching his head, and ex- 
hibiting fundry other fymptoms of im- 
patience and agitation. At length, the 
fuppofed converfation came to fuch a 

itch of amorous complaifance, that the 
feof Aad, quite frantick with his ima- 
ginary difgrace, ryfhed out at the door, 
crying, ‘ Coming, Sir!’ But, as he was 
ebliged to make a circuit round one half 
of ae ae Peregrine had got in by 
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the window, before Tunley arrived i 
the yard. ; 

According to the feigned intelligence 
he had received, he ran direétly to the 
barn, in expectation of making fome 
very extraordinary difcovery ; and hav- 
ing employed fome minutes in rummag- 
ing the ftraw to no purpofe, retarned im 
a ftate of diftraction to the kitchen, juft 
as his wifé chanced to enter at the other 
door. The circumftance of her appears 
ance confirmed him in the opinion that 
the deed was done. As.the difeafe of 
being hen -pecked was epidemick in thg 
yarith, he durft not exprefs the leaft 
i of his uneafinefs to her, but refolv- 
ed.to take vengeance on the libidinous 
prieft, who, he imagined, had corrupt- 
ed the chattity of his {poufe. ‘ 

‘The two confederates, in order to be 
certified that their fcheme had taken ef- 


‘ feét, as: well as to blow up the flame 


which they had kindled, called for Tuns 
ley, in whofe ¢ountenance they could 
eafily difcern his confufion. Peregrine 
defired him to fit down and drinka glafs 
with them, began to interrogate him 
about his family, and among other 
things, afked him how long he had been 
married to that handfome wife. This 
queftion, which wag put with an arch 
fignificance of look, alarmed the pub- 
lican, who began to fear that Pickle 
had overheard his. difhonour; and this 
fufpicion was not at all removed, when 
the lieutenant, with a fly regard, pro- 
nounced, ¢ Tunley, wan't. yeu noofed 
‘ by the curate??>—‘ Yes, I was! re- 


\ plied the landlord, with an eagernefs and 


perplexity of tone, as if he thought the 
lieutenant knew, that thereby hung a 
tale; and Hatchway fupported this fu- 
{picion, by anfwering, ¢ Nay, as for that 
¢ matter, the curate may be a very fuf- 


© ficient man in his way.’| This tran- 


fition from his wife to the curate, con- 
vinced him that his fhame was known 
to his gtefts; and in the tranfport of 
his indignation, he pronounced with 
great emphafis, ‘A fufficient man ! Odds 
‘ heart | I believe they are all wolves 

‘ fheep’s cloathing. J with to God 

‘ could fee the day, mafter, when there 
‘ fhall not be a prieft, an excifeman, 
‘ or acuftom-houfe officer, in this king- 
‘ dom. As for that fellow of a curate, 
‘if I do catch him—It don’t fignify 
‘ talking—But, by the Lord !—Gen- 
‘ tlemen, my fervice to you,” _ 
The affociates being fatisfied by thefe 


feemed to dance before his eyes. 


é ® 


PEREGRINE PICKLE; j 


abrupt infinuations, that they had fo 

far fucceeded in their aim, waited with 

impatience two or three days in expec- 

tation of hearing that Tunley had fallen 

upon fome method of being revenged for 

this imaginary wrong; butfinding that 

either his invention was too fhallow, or 

his inclination too languid, ‘to gratify 
their defire of his own accord, they de- 

termined to bring the affair. to fuch a 

crifis, that he fhould not be able to with- 

ftand the opportunity of executing his 
vengeance. With this view, they one 
evening hired a boy to run to Mr. 

Pickle’s houfe, and tell the curate, that 

Mrs. Tunley being taken fuddenly ill, 

her hufband defired he would come im- 

mediately and pray with her. Mean-, 
while, they had taken poffeffion of a 
room in the houfe; and Hatchway en- 

gaging-the landlord in converfation, Pe- 

reerine in his return from the yard, ob-_ 
ferved, as if by accident, that the parfon 

was gone into the kitchen, in order, 
as he fuppofed, to catechize Tunley’s 
wife. . 

The publican ftarted at this intelli- 
gence, and under pretence of ferving’ 
another company in the next room, 
went out to the barn, where arming 
himfelf with a flail, he repaired to a 
lane threugh which the curate was un- 
der a neceffity of pafling in his way 
home. ‘There he lay in ambufh, with’ 
fell intent ; and when the fuppofed au- 
thor of his fhame arrived, greeted him 
in the dark with fuch a falutation, as 
forced him to ftagger backward three 
paces at leaft. If the fecond applica- 
tion had taken effeét, in all probability 
that fpot would have been the bounda- 
ry of the parfon’s mortal peregrination ; 
but, luckily for him, his antagonift was 
not expert in the management of his 
weapon, which by a twilt of the thong 
that connected the legs, inftead of pitch- 
ing upon the head of the aftonifhed cu-— 
rate, defcended in an oblique diregtion’ 
on his own pate, with fuch a fwing, 
that the fkull aétually rung like an apo- 
thecary’s mortar, andten thoufand lights 
The 
curate recollecting himielf during the 
refpite he obtained from this accident, 
and believing his aggreffor to be fome 
thief who lurked in that place for prey, 


. vefolved to make a running fight, until 


he fhould arrive within cry of his habi- 
tation, With this defign he raifed up 


» 
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his cudge} for the defence of his head, 
and betaking himfelf to his ‘heels, be- 
‘gan tq roar for help with the lungs 
of a'Stentor. Tunley thtowing away 
the flail, which he durft no longer truit 
‘with the execution of his revenge, pur- 
fued the fugitive with all the {peed he 
‘could exert; and the other, either un- 
nerved by fear, or ftumbling over a 
ftone, was overtaken beforé he had run 
an hundred paces. He no fooner felt 
the wind of the publican’s fift that whift- 


‘led round his ears, than he fell flat upon 


the earth at full length, and the cudgel 
flew from his unclafping hand; when 
Tunley, {pringing like a tiger upon his 
back, rained fuch a fhower of blows 
upon his carcafe, that he imagined him- 
felf under the difcipline of ten pair of 
fifts at leaft ; yet the imaginary cuckold, 
not fatisfied with annoying the prieit 
in this manner, laid hold on one of his 
ears with his teeth, and bit fo unmer- 
cifully,.that the curate was found almoft 
entranced with pain by two labouters, 
at whofe approach the affailant retreated 
-unperceived. ‘ 

‘The lieutenant had pofted himfelf at 
the window, in order to fee the landlordat 
his firft return; and no fooner perceived 
him enter the yard, than he called him 
into the apartment, impatient to learn 
the effects of their ftratagem. ‘Tunley 
obeyed the fummons, and appeared be- 
fore his guetts in all the violence of rage, 
diforder, and fatigue: his noftrils were 
dilated more than one-half beyond their 
natural capacity, his eyes rolled, his 
teeth chattered, he {nored in breathing’ 
as if he had been opprefied by the night- 
mare, and ftreams of fweat flowed down 
each fide of his forehead. ; 

Peregrine affecting to ftart at the ap- 
proach of fuch an uncouth figure, afked 
if he had been wreftling with a {pirit; 
upon which he anfwered with great ve- 
hemence, ‘ Spirit! No, no, matter, I 
‘ have had a roll and tumble with 
‘ the fiefh.—A dog! Ill teach him to 
© come acaterwauling about my doors !" 
Gueffing from this reply, that his aim 
was accomplifhed, and curious to know 
the particulars of the rencounter, ¢ Well, 
‘ then,’ faith the youth, * I hope you 
¢ have prevailed againft the flefh, Trun- 
« ley?’—* Yes, yes,’ anfwered the pub- 
lican, © I have cooled his capifiens, as 
‘ the faying is: I have played fuch a 
¢ tune about his ears, that I’ll be bound 
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© he fhan’t long for mufick this month. — 


« A goatifh, ram-faced rafcal! Why, 
“ he’s a perfect parifh bull, as I hope 
Sato liwe. ~ ; 

Hatchway obferving that he feemed 
to have made a ftout battle, defired he 
would fit down and recover wind; and 
after he had fwallowed a brace of bum- 
pers, his vanity prompted him to expa- 
tiate upon his own exploit in fuch a 
manner, that the confederates, without 
feeming to know the curate was his an- 
tagonitt, became acquainted with every 
circumftance of the ambufcade. 

Tunley had fearce got the better of 
his agitation, when his wife entering 
the room, told them by way of news, 
that fome waggifh body had fent Mr. 
Sackbut the curate to pray with her. 
This name inflamed the h 
ler anew, and forgetting all his com- 
plaifance for his {poufe, he replied with 
arancorous grin, ¢ Add rabbit him! I 
« doubt not but you found his admoni- 
“ tions deadly comfortable!’ The land- 
Jady looking at her vaflal with a fo- 
vereign afpeét, * What crotchets,” faid 
fhe, ‘ have you got in your fool’s head, 
* Itrow? I know no bufinefs you have 
¢ to fit here like a gentleman with your 
€ arms a-kimbo, when there’s another 
* company in the houfe to be ferved.’ 
The fubmiffive hufband took the hint, 
and, without farther expottulation, 
f{neaked out of the room. 

Next day it was reported, that Mr. 
Sackbut had been way- laid, and alimoft 
murdered by robbers, and an advertife- 
ment was pafted upon the church-door, 
offering a reward to any perfon that 
fhould difcover the affaffin; but he reap- 
ed no fatisfaétion from this expedient, 


and was_confined to his chamber a. 


whole fortnight by the bruifes he had 
received. 
CHAP. XXX. 


MR.SACKBUT AND HIS PUPIL CON- 
SPIRE AGAINST PEREGRINE, WHO 


BEING APPRIZED OF THEIR DE-. 


SIGN BY HIS SISTER, TAKES MEA- 
SURES FOR COUNTERWORKING 
THEIR SCHEME, WHICH IS EXE- 
CUTED BY MISTAKE UPON MR. 
GAUNTLET. THIS YOUNG SOL- 
DIER MEETS WITH A CORDIAL 
RECEPTION FROM THE COMMOQO- 


. 


ufband’s cho-, 
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DORE, WHO GENEROUSLY DE- 
CoYs HIM INTO HIS OWN IW~- 
TEREST. 


HEN he confidered the circum- 

ftances of the ambufcade, he 
could not perfuade himfelf that he had 
been affaulted by a common thief, be- 
caufe it was not to be fuppofed thata 
robber would have amufed himfelf in 
pummielling rather than in rifling his 
prey; he therefore afcribed his misfor-- 
tune to the fecret enmity of fome perfon 
who had a defign upon his life; and 
upon mature deliberation, fixed his fu- 
{picion upon Peregrine, who was the only 
man on earth from whom he thought 
he deferved fuch treatment. He com- 
municated his conjeéture to his pupil, 
who readily adopted his opinion, and. 
advifed him ftrenuoufly to revenge the 
wrong by a lke contrivance, without 
feeking to make a narrower inquiry, left 
his enemy fhould be thereby put upon 
his guard. 

This propofal being relifhed, they in 
concert revolved the means of retorting 
the ambuth with intereft, and aétually’ 
laid fuch a villainous plan for attacking 
our hero in the dark, that, had it been 
executed according to their intention, 
the young gentleman’s fcheme of tra- 
velling would have been effectually 
marred. But their machinations were 
overheard by Mifs Pickle, who was now 
in the feventeenth year of her age, and, 
in {pite of the prejudice of education, 
entertained in fecret a moft fifterly af- 
fection for her brother Perry, though 
fhe had never fpoke to him, and was de- 
terred by the precepts, vigilance, and 


" menaces of her mother, from attempting 


any means of ineeting him in private. - 
She was not, however, infenfible to his 
praife, which was loudly founded forth 
in the neighbourhood, and never failed 
of going to church, and every other | 
place where fhe thought fhe might have 
an opportunity of feeing this amiable 
brother. With thefe fentiments it can- 
not be fuppofed that dhe would hear the 
confpiracy without emotion. ‘She was 
fhocked at the treacherous barbarity of 
Gam, and fhuddered at the profpeét of 
the danger to which Peregrine would be 
expofed from their malice. She durft 
not communicate this plot to her mo- 


‘ther, becaufe fhe was afraid that lady’s. 


unaccountable averfion for her firft-born 
would 
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would hinder her from interpofing in his 
behalf, arid ‘confequently render her a 
fort of accomplice in the guilt of his 
affaflins. She therefore refolved to warn 
Peregrine of the confpiracy, an account 


of which fhe tranfmitted to him in an | 
affectionate letter, by means of a young - 


gentleman in that neighbourhood, who 
made his addreffes to her at that time, 
and who, at her requeft, offered his fer- 
vice to our hero, im defeating the pro- 
jects of his adverfaries. wr te 
Peregrine was :ftartled when he read 


the particulars of their fcheme 3 which. 
was no other than an intention to fally 


upon him when he fhould be altogether 
-unprovided againft fuch an attack, cut 
off his ears, and otherwife mutilate him, 
in fuch a manner that he fhould have 
‘mo caufe to be vain of his perfon for the 
future. 

_Incenfed as he was againft the brutal 
-difpofition of his own father’s fon, he 
could not help being moved at the inte- 
grity and tendernefs of his fifter, of 


«whofe inclinations towards him he had ' 


-been hitherto kept in ignorance. . He 
thanked the gentleman for his honour- 
able dealing, and exprefled a defire of 
being better acquainted with his virtues; 
told him, that pow he was cautioned, 
he hoped there would Le no neceffity for 
giving him any farther trouble, and 
wrote by him a letter of acknowledg- 
ment to his fifter, for whom he exprefied 
the utmoft love and regard, befeeching 
her to favour him with an interview be- 
fore his departure, that he might in- 
dulge his fraternal fondnefs, and be 
bleffed with the company and counte- 
nance of one at leat belonging to his 
own family. 

Having imparted this difcovery to his 
friend Hatchway, they came toa refolu- 
tion of countermining the plin of their 
enemies. As they did not chufe tu ex- 
pofe themfelves to the infinuations cf 
dlander, which would have exerted itfelf 
at their expence, had they, even in de- 
fending themfelves, empluyed any harfh 
means of retaliation, they invented a 
method of difappointing and difgracing 
their toes, and iminediately fet Pipes at 
work to forward the preparations. 

Mifs Pickle having decribed the {pot 
which the affaflins had pitched upon for 
the icene of their vengeance; our trium- 
virate intended to have placed a centinel 
among the corn, who ihould come and 
give them intelligence when the amdel- 
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cade was laid; and in confequence of 


that iriformation, they would fteal foftly 
towards the place, attended by three or 


‘Four of the dumefticks, and drawa large 


net over the confpirators, who being en- 
tangled in the toil, fhould be difarmed, 
fettered, heartily {courged, and fufpend- 
ed between two trees in the fnare, as a 
fpeftacle to all paffengers that fhould 
chance to travel that way. 

The plan being thus digefted, and the 


-commodore made acquainted with the 


whole affair, the {py was {ent upon duty, 
and. every body within doors prepared 
to go forth upon the firft notice. One 
whole evening did they {pend in the 
moft impatient expectation; but on the 
fecond the {cout crept into the garrifon, 
and affured them,.that he had perceived 
three men fkulking behind the hedge, 
on the road that .led to the publick- 
houfe from which Peregrine and the 
lieutenant ufed every night to return » 
abyuut that hour. Upon this intelli- 
gence, the confederates. fet out 1mme- 
diately with all their implements. Ap- 
proaching the fcene with as little noife 
as poflible, they heard the found of 
blows; and though the night was dark, 
perceived a fort of tumultuous con- 
flit on the veryfpot which the con-. 
{pirators had poffeifed. Surprized at 
this occurrence, the meaning of whica 


whe could not comprehend, Peregrine 


ordered his myrmidons to halt and re- 
connoitre; and immediately his cars. 
were faluted with an exclamation of, 
© You fhan’t {cape me, rafcal!’ The 


_ voice being quite familiar to him, he all 


at once divined. the caufe of that con- 
fufion which they had obferved; and 
running up to the’ afliftance of the ex- 
claimer, found a fellow on his knees, 
begging his life of Mr. Gauntie', whe 
fiood ever him with a naked hanger in 
his hand. 

Pickle inftantly made himfelf known 
to his friend; who told him, that having 
left his horfe at Tunsey’s, he was in 
his way to the garrifon fet upon by three 
ruffians, one of whom, being the very 
individual perfon now in kis power, had 
come behind him, and ftruck with a 
bludgeon at his head, which, however, 
he anified, and the inftrument defcend- 
ed on his left thovider; that upon 
drawing his hanger, and laying about 
hin in the dark, the other two fied, 
leaving their companion, whom he had 
difabled, im the lurch. 
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Peregrine congratulated hini upon his 


fafety, and having ordered Pipes to fe- 
cure the prifoner, conducted Mr. Gaunt- 
let to the garrifon, where he met with a 
very hearty reception from the commo- 
dore, to whom he was introduced as his 


hephew’s intimate friend; not but that, ~ 


in all likelihood, he would have abated 
fornewhat of his hofpitality, had he 
known that he was the brother of Perry’s 
miftrefs; but her name the old gentle- 
man had never thought of afking, when 
he enquired into the particulars of his 
godfon’s amour. { ; , 
The captive being examined, in pre- 
fence of Trunnion and all his adHerents, 
touching the ambufcade, owned, that 
being in the fervice of Gam Pickle, he 
had been prevailed upon by the folici- 
tations of his mafter andthe curate, to 
accompany them in their expedition, 
and undertake the part which he had 
atted againft the ftranger, whom he 
and his employers miftook for Pere- 
gtine. In confideration of this frank 
acknowledgment, and a fevere wound 
he had received in his right-arm, they 
refolved to inflict no other punifhment 
on this malefaétor, than to détain him 


all night in the garrifon, and next . 


morning carry him before a juftice of 
the peace, to whom he repeated all that 
he had faid over-night, and with his 
own hand fubfcribed his confeffion, 
copies of which were handed about the 


neighbourhood, to the unfpeakable con- : 


fufion and difgrace of the curate and his 
promifing pupil. 

Meanwhile, Trunnion’ treated the 
young foldier with uncommon marks of 
refpeét, being prepoffeffed in his favour 
by this adventure, which he had fo gal- 
lantly atchieved, as well as by the en- 
comiums that Peregrine beftowed upon 
his valour and generofity. He liked 
his countenance, which was bold and 
hardy; admired his Hereulean limbs; 
and delighted in afking queftions con- 
cerning the fervice he had feen. _ 

The day after his arrival, while the 
converfation turned on this laft fubjeé, 
the commodore, taking the pipe out of 
his mouth, ‘ Vl tell you what, bro- 
‘ ther,’ faid he, © five and forty years 
“€ ago, when I was third lieutenant of 
€ the Warwick man of war, there was 
‘ avery ftout young fellow on beard, 
¢ a fubaltern officer of marines; his 
© name was not unlike your own, d’ye 
¢ fee! being Guntlet, with 2G. I re- 
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member he and'I could not abide one 
another at firft, becaufe, d’ye fee, I 
was a failor and he a land-man, till 
we fell in with a Frenchman, whom 
we engaged for eight glaffes, and at 
length boarded and took. I was the 
firft man that ftood on the enemy’s 
deck, and fhould have come fcurvily 
off, d’ye fee, if Guntlet had not 
juniped to my affiftance; but we foon 
cleared fhip, and drove them to clofe 
quarters, fo that they were obliged to 
ftrike; and from that day Guntlet 
and I were fworn brothers as long as 
he remained on board. He,was ex- 
changed. into a marching regiment, 
and what became ef him afterwards, 
Lord in heaven knows ; but this I’ll 
fay of him, whether he be dead or 
alive, he feared no man that ever 
wore a head, and was, moreover, a 
very hearty meffmate.’ 

The ftranger’s. breaft glowed at this 
eulogium, which was no fooner pro- 
nounced, than he eagerly afked, if the 
French fhip was not the Diligence. 
The commodore replied with a ftare, 
‘ The very fame, my lad.-—* Then,” 
faid Gauntlet, ¢ the perfon ef whom you' 
‘ are pleafed to make fuch honourable 
‘ mention was my own father."—* The 
‘ devil he was!’ cried Trunnion, fhak- 
ing him by the hand; ¢ I am rejoiced 
‘ to fee a fon of Ned Guntlet in my 
‘ houfe.’ 

This difcovery introduced a thoufand 
queftions, in the courfe of which the old 
gentleman learned the fituation of his 
friend’s family ; and difcharged innu- 
merable execrations upon the ingrati- 
tude and injuftice of the miniftry, which 
had failed to provide for the fon of fuch 
a brave foldier. Nor was his friendfhip 
confined to fuch ineffectual expreffions; 
he that fame evening fignified to Pere- 
grine a defire of doing fomething for 
his friend. This inclination was fo 
much praifed, encouraged, and pro- 
moted, by his godfon, and even fup- 
ported by his counfellor Hatchway, 
that our hero was empowered to prefent 


-him with a fum of money fufficient te 


purchate 2 commiffion. 

Though nething could be more agree- 
able to Pickle than this permiffion, he 
was afraid that Godfrey’s {crupulous 
difpofition would hinder him from Sab- 
jeCting himieif té any fuch obligation; 
and therefore propofed that he fliould be 
decoyed inte his own intereft by a a 
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ed ftory, in confequence of which he 
would be prevailed upon to accept of 
the money, as a debt which the com- 
modore had contracted of his father at 
fea. 


queftion the common fenfe of Gauntlet; 
as he took it for granted, that fuch of- 
fers as thofe were not to be rejeéted on 
any confideration whatever.. Befides, he 
could not digeft an artifice, by which 
he himfelf muft own that he had lived 
fo many years, without manifetting the 
Jeaft intention of doing juftice to his 
creditor. All thefe objections, however, 
were removed by the zeal and rhetorick 
of Peregrine, who reprefented that it 
would be impoffible to befriend him on 
any other terms; that his filence hither- 
to would be imputed to his want of 
information ‘touching the circumftances 
and condition of his friend ; and that 
his remembering and infifting upon dif- 
charging the obligation, after fuch an 
interval of time, when the whole affair 
was in oblivion, would be the greateft 
compliment he could pay to his own 
honour and integrity. 
_ Thus perfuaded, he took an oppor- 
tunity of Gauntlet’s being alone with 
kim to broach the affair; telling the 
young man, that his father had advanced 
a fum of money for him, when they 
failed together, on account of the mefs, 
as well as to flop the mouth of a cla- 
Morous creditor at Portfmouth; and 
that the faid fum, with intereit, amount- 
ed to about four hundred pounds, which 
ke Would now, with great thankful- 
nefs, repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this decla- 
sation; and after a confiderable paufe 
replied, that he had never heard his pa- 
rents mention any fuch debt; that no 
memorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father’s papers ; and that, in 
all probability, it muft have been dif- 
charged long ago, although the com- 
modore, in fuch a long courfe of time 
and hurry of occupation, might have 
forgot the repayment: he therefore de- 
fired to be excufed from accepting what 
in his own coufcience he believed was 
not his due; and complimented the old 
gentlenian upon his being fo f{crupur 
loufly juftt and honourable. 

The foldier’s refufal, which was mate 


ter of aftonifhment to Trunnion, in-- 
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Trunnion made wry faces at this: 
expedient, the neceflity of which he | 
could not conceive, without calling in. 


gi 
creafed his inclination to affift him; 
and, on pretence of acquitting his own , 
character, he urged his beneficence with 
fuch obftinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of 
difobliging him, was in 2 manner com- 
pelled to receive a draft for the mo- 
ney, for which he fubfcribed an ample 
difcharge, and immediately tranfmitted. 
the order to his mather, whom at the 
fame time he informed of the circum- 
ftances by which they had fo unexpeét- 
edly gained this acceffion of fortune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail 
of being agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet; 
who, by the firit pott, wrote a polite 
letter of acknowledgment to the com- 
modore, another to her own fon, im- 
porting, that fhe had already fent the 
draft to a friend in London, with di- 
rections to depofit it in the hands of 
a certain banker, for the purchafe of the 
firft enfigncy to be fold; and fhe took 
the liberty of fending a third to Pere~ 
gine, couched in very affectionate terms, 
with a kind poftfcript, figned by Mifs 
Sophy and his charming Emily. 

This affair being tranfacted to the 
fatisfaction of all concerned, prepara- 


- tions were fet on foot for the departure 


of our hero, on whom his uncle fettled 
an annuity of eight hundred pounds, 
being little lefs than one half of his whole 
income. By this time indeed the old 
gentleman could eafily afford to alien- 
ate fuch a part. of his fortune, becaufe . 
he entertained little or no company, 
kept few fervants, was remarkably plain 
and frugal in his houfe-keeping ; Mrs. 
Trunnion being now fome years on the 
wrong fide of fifty, her infirmities be- 
an to increafe; and though her pride 
Pad fuffered no diminution, her vanity 
was altogether fubdued by her avarice. 
A Swifs valet de chambre, who had 
already made the tour of Europe, was 
hired for the care of Peregrine’s own 
perfon; Pipes, being ignorant of the 
French language, as well as otherwife 
unfft for the office of .a fafhionable at- 
tendant, it was refolved that he fhould 
remain in garrifon; and his place was 
immediately fupplied by a Parifian lac- 
quey, engaged at London for that pur- 
ofe. Pipes did not feem to relifh this 
difpofition of things; and though he 
made no verbal gbjeétions to it, looked 
remarkably four at his fucceflor upon 
his firft arrival ; but this fullen fit feem- 
ed gradyally to wear off ; and leng be- 
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fore his mafter’s departure, he had _re- 
covered his natural tranquillity and 
unconcern. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


THE TWO YOUNG GENTLEMEN DI3s- 
PLAY THEIR TALENTS FOR GAL- 


‘LANTRY, IN THE COURSE OF 
“ WHICH THEY ARE INVOLVED IN 


A LUDICROUS CIRCUMSTANCE’ 


OF DISTRESS, AND AFTERWARDS 
TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE AU- 
THOR OF THEIR MISHAP. 
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TEAN WHILE onr hero‘and his 

new friend, together with honeft 

Jack Hatchway, made daily excurfions 
into the country, vifited the gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood, and frequently 
accompanied them to the chace ; all three 
being exceedingly careffed on account 
of their talents, which ceuld accom- 
rmodate themfelvés with great facility to 
the tempers and turns of their entertain- 
érs. ‘Jhe lieutenant was a droll in his 
way, Peregrine poffeffed a great fund 
of fprightlinefs and good-humour, and 
Godfrey, among his other qualifications 


already recited, fung a moft excellent: 


fong ; fo that the company of this tri- 
umvirate was courted in all parties, 
whether male or female; and if the hearts 
of our young gentlemen had not been 
pre-engaged, they would have met'with 
opportunities in abundance of difplay- 
ing their addrefs in the art of love; 
not but that they gave loofe to their gal- 
Jantry without much interefting their 
affections, and amufed themfelves with 


Kittle intrigues, which, in the opinion: 


of aman of pleafure, do not affect his 
fidglity to the acknowledged foyereign 
of his foul. Neel - 
In the mid& of thefe amufements, 
our hero received an intimation from his 
fifter, that fhe fhould be overjoyed to 
meet him next day, at five o'clock in 
the afternoon, at the honfe of her nurfe, 
who lived in a cottage hard by her fa- 
ther’s habitation, fhe being debarred 
from all opportunity of feeing him in 
any other place by the feverity of her 
mother, who fufpected her inclination. 
He accordingly obeyed the fummons, 
and went at the time appointed to the 
lace of rendezvous, where he met this 
affectionate young lady ; who, when he 
entered the room, ran towards him with 
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all the eagernefs of tranfport; flung her 
arms about his neck, and fhed a flood 
of tearsin his bofom, before fhe could 
utter one word, except a repetition of 
« My dear, dear brother!" He embraced 
her with al! the piety of fraternal tender- 
nefs, wept over her in his turn, affured 
her that, this was one of the happieft 
moments of his life, and kindly thanked 
her for having refifted the example and 
difobeyed the injunctions of his mother’s 
unnatural averfion. 

He was ravifhed to find by her con- 
verfation, that the poffeffed a great fhare 
of fenfibility and prudent refieétion ; for 
fhe lamented the infatuation of her pa- 
rents, with the oft filial regret, and 
expreffed fuch abhorrence and: concern 
at‘the villainous difpofition of her youn- 
gér brother, as a humane fifter may be 
fuppofed to havé entertained. He made 
her acquainted with all t.c circumftances 
of his own fortune ; and as he fuppofed 
fhe {pent her time very difagreeably at 
home, ‘among characters which muft 
be fhockingly interefting, ‘profeffed a 
defire of removing hex into-fome other 
{phere, where fhe could live with more 
tranquillity and fatisfaétion. 

' She objected to this propofal, as an ex. 
pedient that would infallibly fubje&t herta 
the implacable refentment of hermother, 
whofe favour and affeétion fhe at prefent 
enjoyed but in a very inconfiderable de- 
gree; and they had carivaffed divers 
{chemes of correfponding for the future, 
when the voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard 
atthe door, =~ 

Mifs Julia (that was the young lady’s 
name) finding herfelf betrayed, was feiz- 
ed with a violent agitation of fear; and 
Peregrine fcarce had time to encourage 
her with a promife of proteéction, before 
the door of the apartment being flung 
open, this irreconcileable parent rufhed 
in, and with a furious afpeét flew di- 
re&tly at her trembling daughter, when 
the fon interpofing, received the firft 
difcharge of her fury. 

“Her eyes gleegietl with all the rage of 
indignation, which choaked up her ut- 
terance, and feemed to convulfe her 
whole frame; fhe twifted her left-hand 
in his hair, and with the other buffeted 
him about the face, till the blood guth- 
ed from his noftrils and mouth; while 
he defended his fifter from the cruelty 
of Gam, who affaulted her from another 
quarter, feeing his brother engaged. 
This attack lafted feveral minutes with 


great 
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great yiolence, till at length Peregrine. 


finding himfelf in danger of being over- 
owered, if he thould remain any longer 
on the defentive, laid his brother on his 


back ; then he difentangled his mother’s , 
hand from his own hair, and having. 
pufhed her gently out of the room, bolt-- 
ed the door on the infide; finally, turn-_ 


ing to Gam, he threw him out at the 
window, among a parcel of hogs that 
fed under it. By this time Julia was 
almoft quite diffracted with terror; fhe 


knew fhe had offended beyond all hope. 


of forgivenefs, and from that moment 
confidered herfelf as an exile from her 
father’s houfes in vain did her brother 
ftrive to confole her with. frefh protefta- 
tions of love and protection; fhe counted 
herfelf extremely miferable in being 
obliged to endure the eternal refentment 
of a parent with whom the had hitherto 
lived, and dreaded the cenfure of the 
world, which from her mother’s mifre- 
prefentation fhe was fenfible would con- 
demn her unheard, ‘That the might 
not, however, neglect any means in her 


power of averting this ftorm, the refolv-' 
ed to appeafe, if poffible, her mother’s. 


wrath with humiliation, and even appeal 


to the influence of her father, weak as: 
it was, before fhe would defpair of be-. 


ing forgiven. But the good iady {pared 
her this unneceflary application, by tell- 
ing her through the key-hole, that the 
mutt never expect to come within her fa- 
ther’s door again; for from that hour 
fhe renounced her, as unworthy of her 
affeétion andregard. Julia weeping bit- 
terly, endeavoured to foften the rigour 
of the fentence, by the moft fubmufive 
and reafonable remonitrances ; but as in 
her vindication fhe of neceflity efpoufed 
her elder brother’s caufe,her endeavours, 
initead of foothing, ferved only to ex- 
afperate her mother to an higher pitch 
of indignation, which difcharged itfelf 
in invectives againft Peregrine, whom 
fhe reviled with the epithets of a worth- 
lefs, abandoned reprobate. 

The youth hearing thefe unjuft afper- 
fions, trembled with refentment through 
svery limb, affuring the upbraider that 
ae confidered her as an objeét of com- 
paflion ; ¢ For, without all doubt,’ faid 
he, ¢ your diabolical rancour mult be 
§ feverely punithed by the thorns of your 
* own con{cience, which this very in- 

‘ ftant taxes you with the malice and 
_ © falfhood of your reproaches. As for 
* my fifter, I blefs God that you have 
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not been able toinfeé&t herwith your un- 
natural prejudice, which becaufe the .is 
too juft, too virtuous, too ‘humane to 
imbibe, you rejeét her,as an: alien to 
your, blood; and turn her out un pro- 
vided vite a barbarous world. But- 
even there.your vicious purpofe thal). 
be defeated - that fame Providence that 
{creened me from the cruelty of your: 
hate, fhall extendit’s protetion.to her, 
‘until T fhall find it convenient to affert. 
by law that right of maintenance which 
nature, it feems, hath bellowed upon 
usin vain.. In the mean time, you 
will enjoy the fatisfaction ‘of paying 
an undivided attention to that darling 
‘ fon, whofe amiable qualities haye fo 
‘ long engaged and engrofled your love 
and elteem.’ fu 
__ This freedom of expoftulation exalted 
his mother’s’ ire to mere frenzy; fhe 
curfed him with’ the bittereft impreca- 
tions, and raved like a Bedlamite at the 
door, which fheattempted to burft open. 
Her efforts were feconded by her fayou- 
rite fon, who denounced vengeance a- 
gainft Rousse: made furious aflaults 
againft the lock, which refitted all their 
applications, until our hero, efpying his. 
friends Gauntlet and Pipes (tepping over 
a ftile that fto¢d about a furlong from 
the window, called them tohisaffiltance ; 
giving them to underftand: how he was 
befieged, he defired they would keep off 
his mother, that he might the more eq- 
fily fecure his fifter Julia’s retreat. The 
young foldier entered accordingly, and 
pofting himfelf between Mrs,Pickle and 
the door, gave the fignal to his. friend, 
who lifting up his fifterin his arms, car- 
ried her fate without the clutches of this 
fhe-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel 
kept young maiter at bay. | : 

The mother being thus deprived of 
her prey, {prung upon Gauntlet like a 
lionefs robbed of her whelps; and he 
muft have fuffered forely in the flefh, 
had he not prevented her mifchievougs 
intent by feizing both her wrifts, and 
fo keeping her at due diftance, In at- 
tempting to difengage herfelf from his 
grafp, fhe ftruggled with fuch exertion, 
and fuffered fuch agony of paffion at the 
fame time, that fhe actually fell into a 
fevere fit, during which fhe was put te 
bed, and the confederates retired with- 
out farther moleftation. 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not 
a little perplexed about the difpofal of 
his futer whom he had refcued. He 
could 
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eould not endure the thoughts” of fad- 
dimg the commodore with a new ex-_ 
_ péstee;) and he was afraid of undertak-_ 
mg the charge of Julia, without'his’be- 
nefagtor’s‘advice’and direction :* for the’ 
refent, “however; he carried her tothe’ 
Poute of a'géintleman in the neighbour- 
hood, whofe lady"was her godinother, 
where fhe was- received with great ten- 
dernefs and condolance ; and he purpof- 
ed tb inquire for {me creditable houfe, 
where the mizht be genteelly boarded in 
his ‘abfence,refolving to"maintain ‘her 
from the favings of his‘own allowance, 
‘which he thought might very well’ bear’ 
fuch deduction. But this intention was 
fruftrated by the publication of the whole 
affair, whichetrae divulged next day; and’ 
foon reached the ears ot Trunnion, who’ 
chid his godfon for having concealed the. 
adventure; and, with the approbation 
of his wife, ordered him to bring Julia 
forthwith to the garrifen. The young 
gentleman, with tears of gratitude in his 
eyes, explained his defign of maintaining 
her at his own expence, and earneftly: 
begged that he might not be deprived of 
that fatisfagtion.. But his uncle was deaf 
to.all his intreaties, and infifted upon her 
living in the garrifon, though for no 
other reafon than that of being company 
to her aunt; who, he obferved, was loft 
for want of converfation. } 
‘Julia was accordingly-brought home, 
and fettled under the tuition of Mrs. 
Trunnion; who, whatever face fhe might 
put on the matter, could have difpenfed 
with the fociety of her niece: though fhe 
was not without hope of gratifying her 
pique to Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence 
| fhe would receive from the daughter of 
that lady’s ceconomy and domettick be- 
haviour. The mother herielf feemed 
con{cious of this advantage which her 
fifter-in-law had now gained over her ; 
being as much chagrined at the news of 
Julia’s reception in the garrifon, as if 
fhe had heard of her own hufband’s 
death. She even tortured her invention 
to propagate calumnies againft the re- 
putation of her own daughter, whom 
the flandered in all companies; fhe ex- 
elaimed againft tle commodore as an old 
ruffian who fpirited up arebellion among 
her children; and imputed the hofpita- 
lity of his wife, ia countenancing them, 
to nothing elfe but her inveterate enmity 
to their mother, whom they had dif- 
obliged. She now infifted, in the moft 
peremptory terms, upon her hufband’s 
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renouncing all commerce with the old 
lad of the caftle and his adherents ; and 
Mr. Gamaliel having by this time con 
traéted other friendthips, _ fub- 
mitted to her will; nay, even refufed te 


communicate with the ‘commodore one 


night, when they happened to mect by 
accident at the publick houfe. » >” 


dases . r on A 

ICH AP. XXXII. 
THE COMMODORE SENDS A CHAL~ 
“LENGE TO GAMALIEL, AND I$ 
IMPOSED UPON BY A WAGGISH 
INVENTION ‘OF THE LIEUTE- 
NANT, PEREGRINE, AND GAUNT= 
LET. th ity, Pte 


SHIS affront Trunnion could by 
no means digeft: he advifed with 
the lieutenant upon the fubjeé&t; and the 
refult of their confultation was a defi=" 
ance which the ‘old commander fent to 
Pickle, demanding that he would meet 
him at fuch a place on horfeback with a 
brace of piftols, and give fatisfaction for 
the flight he had put upon him. 
‘Nothing could have afforded more 
pleafure to Jack, than the acceptance of 
this challenge, which he delivered ver- 
bally to Mr. Gamaliel, who was called 
out from the club at ‘Tunley’s for that 
purpofe. . The nature of this meflage 
had an inftantaneous effect upon the 
conftitution of the pacifick Pickle, whofe 
bowels yearned’ with apprehenfion, and 
underwent fuch violent agitation on the 
fpot, that one would have thought the 
operation proceeded from fome fevere 
joke of the apothecary which he had 
{wallowed in his beer. ; 
The meffenger defpairing of a fatis- 
factory an{wer, left him in this woeful 
condition; and being loth-to lofe any 
opportunity of raifing the laugh again 
the commodore, went immediately and 
communicated the whole affair to the 
young gentlemen, intreating them, for 
the love of God, to concert {ome means 
of bringing old Hannibal into the field 
The two friends relifhed the propofal 
and after fome deliberation, it was re. 
folved that Hatchway fhould tell Trun- 
nion his invitation was accepted by Ga- 
maliel, who would meet him at the place 
appointed, with his fecond, to morrow 
in the twilight, becaufe if either fhould 
fall, the other would have the better 
chance for efcaping in the dark; that 
Godfrey p 
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Godfrey fhould® perfonate old Pickle’s 
friend, and Peregrine reprefent his own 
father, while the lieutenant fhould take 
care in loading the piftols to keep. out 
the fhot, fo that no damage might. be 
done in the rencounter. ™ 3 
Thefe circumftances being adjufted, 
_ the lieutenant returned to his principal 
with a moft thundering reply from his 
antagonift, whofe courageous behaviour, 
though it could not intimidate, did not 
fail to aftonifh the commodore, who 
afcribed it to the {pirit of his wife, 
which had infpired him. Trunnion that 
inftant defired his counfellor to prepare 
his cartridge-box, and order the quieteft 
horfe in the ftable to be kept ready fad- 
‘dled for the occafion;»his eye feémed 
to lighten with alacrity and pleafure at 
the profpect of fmelling gunpowder once 
more before his death; and when Jack 
advifed him to make his will, in cafe of 
accident, he rejeéted his counfel with 
difdain, faying, .< What! doft think 
¢ that Hawfer Trunnion, who has good 
* the fire of fo many floating: batteries, 
* suns any rifk from the loufy pops of 
£’a land-man? Thou fhalt fee! thou 
© fhalt fee how Ill make him ‘lower 
“ his top-fails.’ Next day, Peregrine 
and the foldier provided themfelves 
with horfes at the publick -houfe, 
from whence, at the deftined hour, 
they rode to the field of battle, each of 
them being muffled in a great-coat, 
‘which, with the dimne(s of the light, 
effectually fhielded them from the know- 
ledge of the one-eyed comimander, who 
having taken horfe, on pretence of en- 
joying the frefh air, foon appearéd with 
atchway in his rear. When they 
game within fight of each other, thé 
feconds advanced, in order to divide the 
ground, and regulate thé meafures of 
the combat; whien it was determined by 
mutual confent, that two piftols fhould 
be difcharged on each fide, and that if 
neither fhould prove decifive, recourfe 
muft be had to the broad-fwords, in 


order to afcertain the viétory. Thefe | 


articles being fettled, the opponents rode 
forward to their refpective ftat'ons, when 
\Peregrine cocking his piffol, and pre- 
fenting, counterfeited his father’s voice, 
bidding Trunnion take care of his re- 
maining tye. The commodore took 
his advice, being unwilling to hazard 
shis day-light, and very deliberately op- 


poled the patched fide of his face to the” 


tauzzie et his antagonift’s piece, de- 
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firing’ him to do his duty without far~ 
ther jaw. .The young man accordingly 
fired, and the diftance béing finall, the 
wad of his piftol took place with a fimast 
ftroke’ on the forehead of Trunnion,. 
who miftaking it for a ball, which he 
thought was lodged in his brain, {purred 
up his’ fteed: ina {tate of defperation to- 
wards his: antagonift, and holding his 
piece within two yards.of his body, let 
at.off; without. any regard to the laws of 
battle. . Surprized and ‘enraged to ée it 
had made no impreffion, he hallooed in 


‘a terrible tone, ‘ O, damn ye! you have 


* got your netting ftuffed,, I feel’ and 
advancing, difcharged his fecond piftol 


-fo near his godfon’s head, that had he 
not. been defended by his great coat, © 


the powdér mufthavefcorched his faces 
Having thus thrown: away his fire, he 


remained ‘at the mercy’ of. Peregrine, 


whoclapping the piecehe, had in referve 
to his head, commanded .him to beg his 
life,-and afk pardon for his prefump- 


ition, .The commodore ‘made no re- 
-ply to this imperious’ injunGion, but 
-dropping his piftol,'and unfheathing his 


broad-fword in an inftant, attacked our 


‘hero with fuch incrédible agility, that 
“if he had not made fhift to ward off the 


ftroke with his piece, the adventure, in 
all likehhood, would have. turned out 


“a very tragical joke. , Peregrine finding 


it would be in vain for him to think of 
drawing his weapon, or of ftanding on 
the defenfive againft this furious ag- 
greffor, very fairly clapped {purs to his 
nag, and fought his fafety in flight. 
Trunnion purfued him with infiaite 
eagernefs, and his fteed being the better 
of the two, would have overtaken the 
fugitive to his peril, had he not been 
unfortunately encountered by the boughs 
of a tree, that happened to ftand on his 
blind-fide, and incommoded him fo 
much, that he was fain to quit his 
{word, and lay held on the mane, in 
order to maintain his feat. . Perry, per- 
ceiving his difafter, wheeled about, and 
now finding leifire to produce his wea- 
pon, returned upon his difarmed foe, 
brandifhing his Ferrara, threatening to 
make him fhorter by the head, if he 
would not immediately crave quarter, 
and yield. ‘There wae nothing farther 
from the intention of the old gentleman 
than fuch fubmiffiion, which he flatly 
refufed to pay; alledging, that he had 
already compelled his enemy to ¢lap on 
all hig fails; and that his ewn_prefent 

misfortune’ 
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misfortuie was owing to accident; all 
one as if a thip fhould be attacked, after 
fhe had been obliged to heave ker guns 
overboard in a ftorm. 

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer 
this remonftrance, the lieutenant inter- 
pofed, and taking cognizance of the 
cafe, eftablifhed a truce, until he and 
the other fecond fhould difcufs and de- 
cide upon the merits of the caufe. ‘They 
accordingly retired to a fmall diftance, 
and after having conferred a few mi- 
nutes, Hatchway returned, and pro- 
nounced the commodore vanquifhed by 
the chance of war. mt 


Never was rage more tranfported than 


that which took poffeffion of old Han- 
nibal, when he heard the fentence: it 
was fome time before he could utter 
aught, except the reproachful expreffion, 
* You lye!’ which he repeated more than 
twentv times, ina fort of delirious in- 
fenfibility. When he recovered the far- 
ther ufe of his fpeech, he abufed the ar- 
bitrators with fuch bitter inveétives, 
renouncing their fentence, and appeale 
ing to another trial, that the confede- 
rates began to repent of having carried 
the joke fo far; and Peregrine, in order 
to appeafe his choler, owned himfelf 
evercome. 

This acknowledgment calmed the tu- 
mult of his wrath, though he could not 
for fome days forgive the lieutenant; 
and the two young gentlemen rode back 
to Tunley’s; while Hatchway, taking 
the commodore’s horfe by the bridle, re- 
conducted him to his manfon, growl- 
ing all the way to Jack for his unjuft 
and unfriendly decree; though he could 
not help obferving, as how he had made 
his words good, ,in making his adver- 
fary itrike his top-fails: « And yet,’ 
faid he, © before God! I think the fel- 
“ low’s head is made of a wool-pack; 
© for my fhét rebounded from his face 
® like a wad of fpun-yarn from the walls 
* of afhip. But if fo be that fon of a 
‘ bitch of a tree hadn’t come athwart 
*‘ my weather-bow, d’ye fee! Ill be 
« damned if I had’nt fnapt his main- 
‘ yard in the flings, and mayhap let 
* out his bulge-water into the bargain.’ 
He feemed particularly vain of this ex- 


ploit, which dwelt upon his imagina- | 


tion, and was cherifhed as the child of 
his old age; for though he cowld not 
with decency rehearfe it to the young 
men and his wife at fupper, he gave 
flirewd hints of his own manhood, even 
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at thefe years, and attefted Hatchway ay © 
a voucher for his mettle; while the tri- 
umvirate, diverted by his vanity, enjoy 
ed in fecret the fuccefs of their impofi- 
tion’ 


CHAP; XXXII. 


/PEREGRINE TAKES WEAVE OF HI® 


AUNT AND SISTER; SETS OUT. 
FROM THE GARRISON; PARTS 
WITH HIS .UNCLE AND HATCH- 
WAY ON THE ROAD; AND, WITH. 
HIS GOVERNOR, ARRIVES IN 
SAFETY AT DOVER. 


HIS, however, was the laft effort 

of invention which they praétifed 
upon him; and every thing being now | 
prepared for the departure of his godfon, © 
that hopeful youth in two days took 
leave of all his friends in the neigh= 
bourhood. He was clofeted two whole 
hours with his aunt, who enriched him . 
with many pieus advices ; recapitulated 
all the benefits which, through her 
means, had been conferred upon him 
fince his infancy; cautioned him againft 
the temptations of lewd women, whe 
bring many a man to a morfel of bread; 
laid ftri& injun@tions upon him to live 
in.the fear of the Lord and the true 
proteftant faith ; to efchew quarrels and 
contention; to treat Mr. Jolter with re- 
verence and regard; and, above all 
things, to abftain from the beaftly fin of 
drunkennefs, which expofed a man to 
the fcorn and contempt of his fellow- 
creatures, and by divefting him of rea- 
fon and reflection, renders him fit for all 
manner of vice and debauchery. She 
recommended to him ceconomy and the 
care of his health; bade him remember 
the honour of his family; and in all the 
circumitances of his behaviour, affured 
him, that he might always depend me 
on the friendfhip and geuerofity of the 
commodore. Finally, prefenting him 
with her own picture fetin gold, anda 
hundred guineas from her privy purfe, 
fhe embraced him affectionately, and 
wifhed him all manner of happinefs and 
profperity. 

Being thus kindly difmifled by Mrs. 
Trunnion, he locked himfelf vp with 
his fitter Julia, whom he admonithed to 
cultivate her aunt with the moft com- 
piaifant and refpe&tful attention, with- 
out ftoeping to any circumftence of fub- 
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miffion that fhe fhould judge unworthy ~ 


of her practice; he proteited that his 
chief ftudy fhould be to make her a- 
mends for the privilege fhe had forfeited 
by her affeétion -for him ; intreated her 
to enter into no engagement without his 
knowledge and approbation ; put into 
her hand the purfe which he had receiv- 
ed from his aunt, to defray her pocket 
expences in his ab{qnce ; and parted from 
her, not without tears, after fhe had 
for fome minutes hung about his neck, 
kiffing him and weeping in the moit pa- 
thetick filence. . 


Having performed thefe duties of af.,.- 


fe€tion and confanguinity over night, 
he went to bed, and was, by his own 
direftion, called at four o’clock in the 
morning, when he found the poft- 
chaife, coach, and riding-horfes, ready 
at the gate, his friends Gauntlet and 
Hatchway on foot, the commodore him- 


felf almott dreffed, and everyfervant in. 


the garrifon affembled in the yard, to 
wifh him a good journey. Our hero 
fhook each of thefe humble friends by 
the hand, tipping them at the fame time’ 
with marks of his bounty; and was 
very much furprized when he could not 
perceive his old attendant Pipes among 
the number. When he expreffed his 
wonder at this difrefpectful omiffion-of 
Tom, fome of thofe prefent ran to his 
chamber, in order to give him a call, 
but his hammock and room were both 
deferted, and they foon returned with 
an account of his having eloped. Pe- 
regrine was difturbed at. this informa- 
tion, believing that the fellow had ta-" 
ken fome defperate courfe in confe- 
quence of his being difmifled from his 
fervice, and began to wifh that he had 
indulged his inclination, by retaining 
him ftill about his perfon. However, 
as there was now no other remedy, he 
recommended him ftrenuoufly to the 
particular favour and diftinétion of his 
uncle and Hatchway, in cafe he fhould 
appear again; and as he went out of 
the gate, was faluted with three cheers 
by all the domefticks in the family. 
The commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant, 
Peregrine, and Jolter, went into the 
coach together, that they might enjoy 
each cther’s converfation as much as 
poffible, refolving to breakfaft at. an 
inn upon the road, where Trunnion 
and Hatchway intended to bid our ad- 


venturer farewel, The valet de chambre 


ct 


ver. 
bear the fatigue of jolting, they travel-. - 


Ld 
; 97 
got into. the poft-chaife, the French: 
lacquey rode one horfe and led another, ~ 
one of the valets of the garrifon mount- 
ed at the back of the coach; and thus 
the cavalcade fet out on the road to Do- 
As the commodore could not 


led at an eafy pace during the firft 
ftage ; fo that the old gentleman had an 
opportunity of communicating his ex- ’ 
hortations to his godfon, with regard 
to hiscondué&t abroad ; he advifed him, 
now that he was going into foreign 
parts, to be upon his guard againft the 


-fair weather of the French politeffe, 


which was na more to be trufted than a 
whirlpool at fea. He obferved that ma- 
ny young men had gone-to Paris with 
good cargoes of fenfe, and returned 
with a great deal of canvas, and no’ 
ballaft at all; whereby they became 
crank all the days of their lives, and 
fometimes carried their keels above wa- 
ter. He defired Mr. Jolter to keep his 
pupil out of the clutches of thofe 
fharking priefts who lie in wait to make 
converts of all young ftrangers, .and in 
a particular manner cautioned the youth 
againft carnal converfation with the 
Parifian dames, who, he underftood, 
were-no better than gaudy fire-fhips _ 
ready primed with death and deftrue- . 
tio’, ‘ a 

Peregrine liftened with great refpeét, 
thanking him for his kind admonitions, 
which he faithfully promifed to obferve. 
They halted and breakfatted at the end 
of the ftage, wheté Jolter provided 
himfelf with a horfe, and the commo- 
dore fettled the method of correfponding 
with his nephew. ‘The minute of part- 
ing being arrived, the old commander 
wrung his godfon by the hand, faying, 
¢ I with thee a profperous voyage and 
© good cheer, my lad! my timbers are 
‘ now alittle crazy, dye fee; and God’ 


.“ knows if I thall keep afloat till fuch 
© time as I fee thee agains but how- 


‘ fomever, hap what will, thou wilt 
‘ find thyfelf in a condition to’keep in 
‘ the lind with the beft of thy fellows.” 
He then reminded Gauntlet of his pro- 
mife to call at the garrifon in his returis 
from Dover, and imparted fomething in 
a whifper to the governor, while Jack 
Hatchway, unable to fpeak, pulled his” 
hat over lus eyes, and fqueezing Pere- 
grine ‘by the hand, gave him an iron 
piftol of curious workmanfhip, as 2 
memorial 
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memorial of his friendthip. Our 
youth, who was‘not unmoved on this 
occafion, received the pledge, which he 
acknowledged with the prefent of a fil- 
ver tobacco-box, bought for that pur- 
pofe; and the two lads of the cattle 
getting into the coach, were driven 
homewards in a ftate of filent dejection. 

Godfrey and Peregrine feated them- 
felves in the polt-chaife, and Jolter, the 
valet de chambre, and lacquey, beftrid- 
ing their beafts, they proceeded for the 
place of their deftination,; at which 
they arrived in fafety that fame night, 
and befpoke a paffage in the packet-boat 
which was to fail next day. | 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


HE. ADJUSTS THE METHOD OF 
HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
GAUNTLET; MEETS BY ACCI- 
DENT WITH AN ITALIAN CHAR- 
LATAN AND A CERTAIN APO- 
THECARY, WHO PROVES TU 
BE A NOTED CHARACTER. 


“SNHERE the two friends adjufted 
the articles of their future cerre- 
f{pondence, and Peregrine having writ- 
ten a letter to his miftrefs, wherein he 
renewed his former vows of eternal fi- 
delity, it was entrufted to the care of 
her brother, while Mr. Joiter, at the 
detire of his pupil, provided an elegant 
fupper, and fome excellent Burgundy, 
that they might {pend this eve of his 
departure with the greater enjoyment. 
Things being thus difpofed, and a 
fervant employed.in laying the cloth, 
their ears were of a fudden invaded by 
a ftrange tumultuous noife in the next. 
room, occafioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs, and glaffes, with odd 
unintelligible exclamations in broken 
French, and a jargon of threats in the 
Welch dialeét. Our young gentleman 
ran immediately into the apartment from 
whence this clamour feemed to proceed, 
and found athin, meagre, fwarthy fi- 
gure, gafping in all the agony of fear, 
under the hands of a fquat, thick, hard- 
featured man, who collared him with 
great demonttrations of wrath, faying, 
* If you was as mighty a magician as 
© Owen Glendower, or the witch of 
‘ Entor, look you, ay, or as Paul Beor 


« himfeif, I will meke pold, by the af- 
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fftance of Got, and in his majefty’s 
naam, to feize, and fecure, and con- 
fine, and confront you, until fuch 
time as you fuffer, and endure, and 
undergo, the pains and penalties of 
the law, for your diabolical praétices. 
—Shentlements,’ added he, turning to 
ur adventurers, ‘I take you to witnefs 
that I prote(t, and affert, and avow, 
that this perfon is as pig a necroman- 
cer as you would defire to behold; 
and I fupplicate, and befeech, and in- 
treat of you, that he may be prought 
pefore his petters, and compelled to 
give an account of his compaét and 
commerce with the imps of darknefs, 
look you; for as I am a chriftian 
foul, and hope for joyful refurreétion, 
I have this plefled evening feen him 
perform fuch things as could not be 
done without the aid, and inftru&tion, 
and connivance, of the teva.” 


Gauntlet feemed to enter into the fen-. 


timents of this ‘Welch reformer, and 
actually Jaid hold on the delinquent’s 
fhoulder, crying, ‘ Damn the rafcal! 
‘ ll lay any wager that jhe’s a Jefuit ; 


© for none of his order travel without a- 


‘ familiar.” But Peregrine, who looked 
upon the affair in another point of view, 


interpofed in behalf of the flranger, 


whom he freed from his aggreflors, ob- 
ferving that there was no occafion to 
ufe violence ; and afked in French what 
he had done to incur the cenfure of 
the informer. ‘The poor foreigner, more 
dead than alive, anfwered, that he was 
an Italian charlatan, whothad practifed 
with {ome reputation in Padua, until he 
had the misfortune to attraét the notice 
of the Inquifition, by exhibiting certain 
wonderful performances by his {kill in 
natural knowledge, which that tribunal 
confidered as the efteéts of forcery, and 
perfecuted him accordingly ; fo that he 
had been fain to make a precipitate re- 
treat into France; where not finding 
his account in his talents, he was now 
arrived in England, with a view of prac- 
tiling his art in London; and that in 
confequence of a fpecimen which he 
had given to a company beloW, the 
cholerick gentleman had followed him 
up ftairs to his own apartment, and af- 
faulted him in that inhofpitable manner. 
He therefore earneftly begged that our 
hero would take him under his protec- 
tion ; and if he entertained the leaft fu- 
fpicion of his employing preternatural 

means 
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means in the operations of his art, he 


would freely communicate all the fe- ° 


a 


crets in his poffeffion. | 

The youth difpelled his apprehen- 
fion, by affuring him that he was in no 
danger of fuffering for his art in Eng- 


Jand ; where, if ever he fhould be quef- » 


* tioned by the zeal of fuperftitious indi- 
viduals, he had nothing to do but ap- 
peal to the next juftice of the peace; who 
would immediately acquit him’ of the 
charge, and punifh his accufers for their 
impertinence and indifcretion. nid 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welch- 
man, that the ftranger had a good ac- 
tion -againft them for an affault, by vir- 
tue of an act of parliament, which 
makes it criminal for any perfon to ac- 
cufe another of forcery and witchcraft, 
thefe idle notions being now juftly ex- 
ploded by all'fenfible men. Mr. Jol- 
ter, who had by this time joined the 
company, could not help fignifying his 
diffent from this opinion of his pupil, 
which he endeavoured to invalidate by 
the authority of {cripture, quotations 
from the fathers, and the confeffion of 
miany wretches who fuffered death for 
having carried on correfpondence with 
evil fpirits, together with the evidence 
of Satan’s Invifible World, and More- 
ton’s Hiftory of Witchcraft. 

The foldier corroborated thefe tefti- 


monies by fats that had happened . 


within the {phere of his own know- 
* ledge, and in particular mentioned the 
cafe of an old woman of the parifh in 
which he was born, who ufed to trans- 
form herfelf into the fthapes of fundry 
animals, and was at laft killed by 
fmall-fhot in the character of an hare. 
The Welchman thus fupported, ex- 
preffed his furprize at hearmg that the 
legiflature had fhewn fuch tendernefs 
for criminals of fo dark a hue; and of- 
fered to prove, by undeniable inftances, 
that there was not a mountain in Wales, 
which had not been in his memory the 
fcene of necromancy and witchcraft ; 
* Wherefore,” faid he, « I am affuredly 
more than apove aftonifhed, and con- 
founded, and concerned, that the par- 
liament of Great Pritain fhould in 
their great wifdoms, and their pru- 
dence, and their penetration, give 
countenance and encouragement, look 
you, to the works of darknefs, and 
the empiré of Pelzepup; -ofer and 
dpove the evidence of holy writ, and 
thofe writers who have been quoted 
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‘ by that ageurate and learned thentle: 
man, we are informed by profane hif- 
tory, of the pribbles and pranks of 
the old ferpent, in the bortents and 
oragles of antiquity; as you will find 
in that moft excellent hiftorian Boly- 
pius, and Titus Lifius; ay, and mores 
ofer, in the Commentaries of Julius 
Ceiar himfelf ; who, as the ole world 
knows, was a moft famous, and a 
moft faliant, and a moft wife, anda 
moft prudent, anda moft fortunate 
chieftan, and a moft renowned ora- 
tor; ay, and a moft elegant writer 
to boot.” 

Peregrine did not think proper to en- 
ter the lilts of difpute with three fuch ob= 


re er 


‘ftinate antagonilis; but contented him- 


felf with faying,. that he believed it 
would be no difficult matter to impugn 
the arguments they had advanced ; 


though he did not find himfelf at all 


difpofed to undertake the tafk, which 
mutt of courfe break in upon the even~ 
He therefore in« 
vited the Italian to fupper, and afked 
the fame favour of his accufer, who 
feemed to have fomething curious and 


‘charaéteriftick in his manner and difpo- 


fition ; refolving to make himfelf an 
eye-witnefs of thofe furprizing feats, 
which had given offence to the cholerick 
Briton. ‘This fcrupulous pentleman 
thanked our hero for his courtefy, but 
declined communicating with the ftran- 
ger, until his character fliould be far- 
ther explained ; upon which his inviter, 
after fome converfation with the char- 
latan, affured him that he would him- 
felf undertake for the innocence of his 
art ; and then he was prevailed upon to 

favour them with his company. —\ 
In the courfe of the: converfation, 
Peregrine learned that the Welchman 
was a furgeon of Canterbury, who had 
been called into a confultation at Dover, 
and underttanding that his name was 
Morgan, took the liberty of afking if 
he was not the perfon {fo refpeétfully 
mentioned in the Adventures of Rode- 
rick Random. Mr. Morgan affumed 
a look of gravity and importance at 
this interrogation, and {crewing up his 
mouth, antwered, § Mr. Rantum, my 
goot Sir, I believe upon my con- 
{cience and falfation, is my very goot 
frient and well-wifher; and he and I 
have been companions, and mefs- 
mates, and fellow-fufterers, look you ; 
¢ but neverthelefs for al] that, perad- 
N2 ’ * venture, 
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* venture, he hath not pehaved with fo 
« much complaifance, and affability, and 
« refpect, as I might have expected from 
* him; pecaufe he hath revealed, and 
* tivulged, and buplifhed, our private 
‘affairs, without. my knowledge, and 
* privity, and confent;-butas Got is my 
© Safiour, I think he had no evil intéen- 
‘ tion in his pelly; and though there 
‘ be certain perfons, look you, who, 
© as Lam told, take.upon them to laugh 
‘ at his defcriptions of my perfon, de- 
‘.portment, aud converfation, I do af- 
¢ firm and maintain, and infift, with my 
‘ heart, and my plood, and my foul, that 
* thofe perfons are no petter than ig- 
© norant affes, and that they know not 
‘ how to difcern, and-diftinguifh, and 
‘ define, true ridicule, or as Ariftotle 
* calls it, the to Gelozon, no more, look 
* you, than a herd of mountain-goats ; 
© for I will make pold to obferve, and 
‘ Thope this goot company will be of 
‘ the fame opinion, that there is nothing 
‘ faid of me in that performance which 
“ is unworthy of a Chriftian and a fhen- 
© tleman.” : 

. Our young gentleman and his friends 
acquiefced in the juftriefs of his obferva-- 
tion. Peregrine particularly aflured 
him, .that from reading the book, he 
had conceived the utmoft regard and ve- 
neration for his character; and that he 
thought himfelf extremely fortunate in’ 
having this opportunity of enjoying his 
converfation. Morgan, not a little 
proud of fuch advances from a perfon 
of Peregrine’s appearance, returned the 
compliment with a profufion of civility, 
and in the warmth of acknowledgment, | 
expreffed a defire of feeing him and his 
company at his houfe in Canterbury: 
* I will not pretend, or prefume, kind 
* Sir,’ faid he, ‘ to entertain you ac- 
cording to your merits and deferts; 
but you thall be as welcome to my 
poor cottage, and my wife and fami- 
ly, as the Prin¢e of Wales hunfelf; 
and it fhall go hard, if one way or 
other, I do not find ways and means 
of making you confefs that there is 
fome goot fellowfhipin an Ancient Pri- 
ton: for though Lam no petter than 
a fimple apothecary, I have as goot 
plood circulating in rny ves as any 
he in the county; and I can defcribe, 
and delineate, and demonitrate, my, 
pedigree to the fatisfaction of the ’ole 
‘orld; and morecter, by Gots geot 
providence and affiltance, I can afford 


4 i—« 


a 


Rn ARAN HR ATR OR KRONOR Or A 


PEREGRINE 


PICKLE. 


‘ to treat my friend with a joint of goot 
¢ mutton, anda pottle of excellent wine, 
‘and no tradefman can peard me with 
‘ a bill.” Hewas congratulated on his 
happy fituation, and aflured that our 
youth would vifit; him on his retum 
trom France, provided he fhould take 
Canterbury in his route. As Peregrine 
manifefted an inclination of being ac- 
quainted with the ftate of his affairs, 
he very complaifantly fatisfied his curi- 
ofity, by giving him to know, that his 
f{poufe had left off breeding after having 
bleffed him with two boys and a girl, 
who were ftill alive. and well; that he 
lived.in good efteem with, his neigh- 
bours, and by his praétice, which was 
confiderably extended immediately after 
the publication of Roderick Random, 
had faved fome'thoufand pounds. He 
had begun to think of retiring among 
his own relations in Glamorganhhire, 
though his wife had made objeétion 
to this propofal, and oppofed the ex- 
ecution of it with fuch , obftinacy, 
that he had been at infinite pains in af- 
ferting his own prerogative, by con- 
vincing her both from reafon and ex- 
ample, that he was king and, prieft im 


-his own family, and that fhe owed the 


moft implicit f{ubmiffion to his will. He 
likewife informed the company, that he 
had lately feen his friend Roderick, who 
had come from London on. purpofe to 
vifit him, after having gained his law- 
fuit with Mr. Topehall, who was obliged 
to pay Narcifla’s fortune; that Mr. 


‘Random, in all appearance, led a very 


happy life in the converfation of his fa- 
ther and bed-fellow, by whom he en- 
joyed a fon and daughter; and that 
Morgan had received in a prefent from 
him, a piece of very fine linen of his 
wife’s own making, feveral kits of fal« 
mon, and two caiks of pickled pork, 
the moft delicate he had ever tafted; to- 
gether with a barrel of excellent herrings 
for falmagundy, which he knew to be 
his favourite dith. 

This topick of converfation being 
difcuffed, the. Italian was defired to ex- 


~ hibit a {pecimen of his art, and in a few 


minutes conducted the company into the 
next'room, where, to their great afto- 
nifhment. and affright, they beheld a 
thoufand ferpents winding along the 
cicling. Morgan, ftruck withthis phe- 
nomenon, which he had not feen before, 
began to utter exorcifms with great de- 
votion, Mr, Jolter ran terrified ae} 

the 
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the room, Gauntlet drew his hanger, 
and Peregrine himfelf was difconcerted.- 
The operator perceiving their confufion, 
defired them to retire, and calling them 
back in an inftant, there was not a viper 
to be feen. He raifed their admiration 
by fundry other performances, and the 
Welchman’s former opinion and abhor- 
rence of his charaéter began to recur ; 
when, in confideration of the civility 
with which he had been treated, this 
Italian imparted to them all the methods 
by which he had aéted fuch wonders, 
that were no other than the effects of na- 
tural caufes ¢curioufly combined ; fo that - 
Morgan became a convert to his fkill, 
afked pardon for the fufpicion he had 
entertained, and invited the ftranger to 
pafs a few days with him at Canterbury. 
The fcruples of Godfrey and Jolter were 
removed at the fame time, and Peregrine 
- teftified his fatisfaction by a handfome 
gratuity which he beftowed upon their 
entertainer. 

The evening being fpent’in this fo- 
-ciable manner, every man retired to his 
refpective chamber, and next morning 
they breakfafted together ; when Mor- 
gan declared he would ftay till he fhould 
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fee our hero fairly embarked, that he 
mighthavethe pleafure of Mr.Gauntlet’s 
company to his own habitation’: mean- 
while, by the fkipper’s advice, the fer- 
vants were ordered to carry a ftore of 
wine and provifion on board in cafe of 


accident; and as the packet-boat could ° 


not fail before one o'clock, the company. 
walked up hill to vifit the caftle, where 
they faw the fword of Julius Czfar, and 
Queen Elizabeth ’s pocket-piftol; repeat- 
ed Shakefpeare’s defcription, while they 
furveyed the chalky cliffs on each fide ; 
and caft their eyes towards the city of , 
Calais, that was obfcured by a thick 
cloud, which did not much regale their : 
eye-fight, becaufe it feemed to portend 
foul weather. ; P 

Having viewed every thing remarka- 
ble in this place, they returned to the 
pier; where, after the compliments of 
parting, and an affectionate embrace 
between the two young gentlemen, Pe-~ 
regrine and his governor ftepped aboard, 
the fails were hoifted, and they went to 
fea with a fair wind, while Godfrey, 
Morgan, and the conjuror, walked back 
to the inn, from whence they fet out for 
Canterbury before dinner. 
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VOLUME THE SECOND. 


CHAP. I. 


HE: EMBARKS FOR FRANCE; IS 
OVERTAKEN BY A STORM; IS 
SURPRIZED WITH THE APPEAR- 
ANCE OF PIPES; LANDS AT CA- 
LAIS, AND HAS AN AFFAIR WITH 
THE OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOM- 
HOUSE. : : ° 
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CARCE had the veflel 
proceeded two leagues on 
the paffage, when the wind 
fhifting, blew direétly in 
their teeth; fo that they 
were obliged to haul upon’ 

a wind, and alter their courfe. ‘The fea 

running pretty high at the fame time, 

our hero, who was below in his cabbin, 
began to be fqueamifh, and in confe- 
quence of the fkipper’s advice, went up- 
on deck for the comfort of his ftomach ; 
while the governor, experienced in thefe 
difafters, flipped into bed, where he 

lay at his eafe, amufing himfelf with a 

treatife on the Cycloid, with algrebrai- 

cal demonftrations, which never failed to 
engage his imagination in the moftagree- 
able manner. 

In the mean time the wind increafed 
to a very hard gale, the veffel pitched 
with great violence, the fea wafhed over 
the decks, the mafter was alarnred, the 
crew were confounded, the paffengers 
were overwhelmed with ficknefs and 
fear, and univerfal diitraction enfued. 
In the midft of this uproar, Peregrine 


holding faft by the taffrill, and looking 
ruefully a-head,the countenance of Pipes 
prefented itfelf to his aftonifhed view, 
rifing as it were from the hold of the 


_fhip. At firt he imagined it was a 


fear-formed thadow of his own brain; 
though he did not long remain in this 

error, but plainly perceived it was no 

other than the real perfon of Thomas, 

who jumping on the quarter-deck, took” 
charge of the helm, and dittated to the 

failors with as much authority as if he 

had been commander of the fhip. The’ 
fkipper looked upon him 4s an angel fent . 
to his affiftance, and the crew foon dif- 

covering him to be a thorough-bred fea- 

man, notwithitanding his livery-frock, 

obeyed his orders with fuch alacrity, that 

in a little time the confufion vanifhed, 

and every neceflary ftep was taken to 

weather the gale. ; 

Our young gentleman immediately ° 
conceived the meaning of ‘Tom’s appear- 
ance on board, and when the tumult 
was a little fubfided, went up and en- 
couraged him to exert himfelf for the 
prefervation of the fhip, promifing to 
take him again into his fervice, from 
which he fhould never be difmiffed; ex- 
cept at his own defire. This affurance 
had a furprizing effe€t upon Pipes, who, 
though he made no manner of reply, 
thrutt the helm into the mafter’s hand, 
faying, * Here, you old bum-boat wo- 
« man, take hold of the tiller, and keep 
‘ her thus boy, thus !* and fkipped about. 
the veffel, trimniing the fails, and ma- 

naging 
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naging the ropes with fuch agility and 
~ fkill,. that every body on deck ftood a- 
mazed at his dexterity. 


Mr. Jolter was far from being un- © 
concerned at the uncommon motion of , 


the veffel, the finging of the wind, and 
the uproar which he heard above him; 
he looked towards the cabbin-door_with 
the moft fearful expeétation, in hope of 
fecing fome perfon who could give fome 
account of the weather, and what was 
» doing upon deck; but not a foul ap- 
peared, ‘and he was too well acquainted 
with the diipofition of his own bowels ° 
to make the leaft alteration in his atti- 
tude. When he had Jain a good while 
in all the agony of fufpenfe, the boy 
tumbled headlong into his apartment, 


with fuch noife, that he believed the © 


matt had gone by the board, and ftart- 
ing upright in his bed,.‘afked with all 
the fymptoms of horror, what was the 
caufe of that difturbange.. The boy, 
half ftunned by his fall, anfwered in a 
dolorous tone, ‘ I’m come to put up the 
‘ dead-liglits.., At mention of dead- 
lights, the mieaning of which he did. 
not underitand,, the poor governor’s 


heart died within him ; he shivered with | 


defpair. His recolleétion forfaking him, 


he fell upon his knees in the bed, and_ 


fixing his eyes. upon the book which 
was in-his. hand, began to pronounce 
aloud. with: great fervour, ‘“The. time 
of \acompleat, ofcillation in. the cy-- 


na A A 


- would, fall through the axis of the 
cycloid D V,.as the circumference of 
a circle to it’s diameter—’ He would 

in all liklihoad have proceeded with the 


6 
< 


cloid, is to the time in which a body’ 
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fear, how matters went upon deck ; and 
the {kipper with a large bottle of brandy 
applied to his mouth, anfwered ima hol- 
low tone, * All’s over now, mafter.” 
Upon which, Mr. Jolter giving himfelf 
over for loft, exclaimed with the ut- 
moft horror, ¢ Lord have mercy upon 
‘us! Chrift have mercy upon us ! and 
repeated this fupplication as it were me- 
chanically, until the mafter undeceived 
him, by explaining the meaning , of 
what he had faid, and affuring him that 
the fqualt was over. ; 

Such a fudden tranfition from fear to 
joy, occafioned a violent agitation both 
in his mind and body ; and it was.a 
full quarter of an hour before he reco- 
vered the right ufe of his organs. By . 
this time the weather cleared up, the | 
wind began to blow again from the 
right. corner, and the fpires of Calais 
appeared at the diftance of five leagues ; 
fo that the countenances of all on board 
were lighted up with joyous expectation ; 
and Peregrine venturing to go down in- 
to the cabbin, comforted his governor 
with an account of the happy turn of 
their affairs. 

_ Jolter, tranfported with the thought 
of a-{peedy landing, began to launch 
out in praife of that country for which 
they were bound. He obferved, that 
France was the land of politenefs and 
hofpitality, which were confpicuous) in 
the behaviour of all ranks and degrees, ~ 
from the peer to the peafant ; that a gen- 
tleman and a foreigner, far from being 
infulted and impofed upon by the lower 
clais of people, as in England, was 
treated with the utmoft reverence, can- 


demonftration of this propofition, had dour, and refpe€t; that their fields were 
he not been feizcd with fuch a qualmas_ fertile, ‘their climate pure and healthy, 
compelled him to drop the book, and their farmers rich and induftrious, and 
accomodate himfelf to the emergency. the fubjects in general the happieft of 
of his diftemper; he therefore ftretched men. He would, have profecuted this 
himfelf at full length, and putting up favourite theme ftill farther, had not his 


‘ejaculations to Heaven, began to pre- 
pare himfelf for his latter-end; when 
all of a fudden, the noife above was in- 
termitted, and as he could not conceive 
the caufe of this tremendous filence,. he 
imagined that either the men were 
wafhed over-board, or that defpairing, 


pupil been obliged to run upon deck, 
in confequence, of certain warnings he 
received from his ftomach. ~ 

The fkipper feeing his condition, very, 
honettly reminded him of the cold ham 
and fowls, with a baiket of wine which 
he had ordered to be fent on board, and 


of fafety, they had ceafed to.oppofe the ~afked if he would have the cloth laid be- 


tempeft. While he was harrowed by 
this miferable uncertainty, which, how- 
ever, was not altogether unenlightened 
by fome feattered rays of hope, the 
matter entered the cabbin; theu he afk- 
ed with a voice half extinguifhed by 


* 


so 


low. He could not have chofen a more 
feafonable- opportunity of manifefting 
his own difintereftednefs. _ Peregrine 
made wry faces at the mention of food, - 
bidding him, for Chiift’s fake, talk no 
more on that fubjeét, He then sll «| 
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ed into the cabbin, and put the {ame 
queftion to Mr. Jo!ter, who, he knew, 
entertained the fame abhorrence for his 
propofal ; and meeting with the like re- 
ception from him, went between decks, 
and repeated his courteous proffer to the 
valet de chambre and lacquey, who lay 


evacuation, and rejected his civility with 
the moft horrible loathing. Thus baf- 
fled in all his kind endeavours, he or- 
dered his boy to fecure the provifion in 
one of his own lockers, according to the 
cuftom of the fhip. 

It being low water when they arrived 
on the French coait, the veffel could not 
enter the harbour, and they were obli- 


. ged to bring to, and wait for a boat, 


which in lefs than half an hour came 
along-fide from the fore. Mr. Jolter 
now came upon deck; and fnuffing up: 
the French air with fymptoms of inf- 
nite fatisfaction, afked of the boatman, 
with the friendlya ppellation of, wes en- 
fans, what they demanded for tran {port- 
ing him and his pupil, with their bag- 
gage, to the pier. But how was he dif- 
concerted, when thofe poiite, candid, rea- 


fonable watermen, demanded a Louis- 


dor for that fervice! Peregrine, with 
a farcaftick fneer, obferved, that he al- 
ready began to perceive the juftice of his 
encomiums on the French; and the dif- 
appointed governor could fay nothing in 
his own vindication, but that they were 
debauched by their intercourfe with the 
inhabitants of ‘Dover. His pupil, how- 
ever, was fo much offended at their 
extortion, that he abfolutely refufed to 
employ them, even when they abated 
one half in their demand, and fwore he 
would ftay on board till the packet 
fhould be able to enter the harbour, ra- 
ther than encourage fuch impoliticn. 
The mafter, who in all propability 
had fome fort of fellow-feeling with the 
boatmen, in vain reprefented, that he 
could not with fafety lie to, or anchor 


upon a lee-fhore; our hero, having con- . 
. fulted Pipes, anfwered, that he had hi- 


red his veflel to tran{port him to Calais, 
and that he would oblige him to per- 
form what he had undertaken. 

The {kipper, very much mortified at 


this peremptory reply, which was not 


over and above agreeable to Mr. Jolter, 


_ difmifled the boat, notwithftanding the 


folicitations and condefcenfion of the 
watermen. Running a little farther in 


- fhore, they came to an anchor, and lodging for the night, refolving to fet 
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waited till there was water enough to 
float them over the bar. Then they 
food into the harhour; and our gen- 
tleman, with his attendants and bag- 
gage, were landed ‘on the pier by the 


‘failors, whom he liberally rewarded for 
. their trouble. - 
{prawling in all the pangs of a double — 


He was immediately plied by a great 
number of porters; who, like fo many 


hungry wolves, Jaid hold on his lug-. 
gage, and began’ to carry it off piece- | 


meal, without his order or direétion. 
Incented at this officious infolence, he 
commanded them to defijt, with many 
oaths and opprobrious terms that his 
anger fuggeltcd; and perceiving that one 
of them did not feem to pay any regard 
to what he faid, but marched off with 
his burden, he fnatched a cudgel. out of 
his lacquey’s hand, and overtaking the 
fellow in a twinkling, brought him to 
the ground with one blow. He was in- 


_ftantly furrounded by .the whole con- 


gregation of this cazaille, who refented 
the injury which their brother had fu- 
ftained, and would have taken imme- 


‘diate fatisfaétion of the aggreffor, had 


not Pipes, feeing his matter involved, 
brovght the whole crew to his affiit- 
ance, and exerted himfelf fo manfully, 
that the enemy were obliged to retreat 


with many marks of defeat, and-me- 


naces of intereiting the commandant in 
their quarrel. Jolter, who_knew-and 
dreaded the power of the French go- 
vernor, began to fhake with apprehcn- 
fion, when he heard their repeated 
threats: but they dur not apply to 
this magiftrate; who, upon a fair repre- 
fentation of the cafe, would have pu- 
nifhed them feverely for their rapacious 
and infolent behaviour. Peregrine, with- 
out farther molettation,. availed him- 
felf of his own attendants, who fhoul- 
dered his baggage, and followed him to 
the gate; where they were {topped by 
the centinels, until their names fhould 
be regiftered. 

Mr. Joiter, who had undergone this 
examination before, refolved to profit 
by his experience, and cunningly re- 
prefented his pupil as a young Englifh 
lord. ‘This intimation, fupported by 
the appearance of his equipage, was no 
fooner communicated to the officer, than 
he turned out the guard, and ordered 
his foldiers to reft upon their arms, while 


his lord{hip paffed in great ftate to the 


Lion d Argent} where he took up his 


out 
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out for Paris next morning in a polt- 
chaife.° 

The governor triumphed greatly in 
this piece of complaifance and refpect 
with which they had been honoured, 
and refumed his beloved topick of dif- 
courfe, in applauding the method and 


fubordination of the French govern-_ 


ment, which was better calculated for 
maintaining order, and protecting thie 
people, than any conftitution upon earth. 
Of their courteous attention to ftrangers, 
there needed no other proof than the 
compliment which had been paid to 
them, together with the governor’s con- 
nivance at Peregrine’s employing his 
own fervants in carrying the baggage 
to the*inn, contrary to the privilege of 
the inhabitants. 

While he expatiated with a remark- 
able degree of felf-indulgence on this 
fubject, the valet de chambre coming 


into the room} interrupted his harangue, 


by telling his mafter, that their trunks 
and portmanteaus muft be carried to the 
cuftom-houfe, in order to be fearched, 
and fealed with lead, ‘which muft re- 
main untouched until their arrival at 
Paris. ; 

Peregrine made no objeétion to this 
practice, which was in itfelf reafonable 
enough ; but when he underftood that 
the gate was befieged by another mul- 
titude of porters, who infifted upon their 


right ef carrying the goods, and alfo of - 


fixing their own ‘price, he abfolutely 
refufed to comply with their demand. 
Nay, he chaftifed fome of the moft cla- 
morous among them with his foot, and 
told them, that if their cuftom-houfe 
_ officers had a mind to examine his bag- 
_ gage, they might come to the inn for 
that purpofe. The valet de chambre 
was abathed at this boldnefs of his ma- 
dter’s -behaviour, which the lacquey, 
fhrugging up his fhoulders, obferved, 
‘was bien @ ViAngloife; while the go- 
vernor reprefented it as an indignity to 
the wlrole nation, and endeavoured to 
perfuade his pupil to comply with the 
cuitom of the place. But Peregrine’s 
natural haughtinefs of difpofition hin- 
dered him trom giving ear to Jolter’s 
whotefome advice; and in lefs than half 
an bour they obferved a file of nufque- 
teers marching up to the gate. At 
Ocht of this detachment the tutor trem- 
bled, the valet grew pale, and the lac. 
“quey croffed himfelf; but our hero, 
without exhibiting any other fymptoms 
— £ ’, 
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than thofe of indignation, met them on 
the threfhold, and with a ferocious air 
demanded their bufinefs. The corporal 
who commanded the file anfwered with 
great deliberation, that he had orders 
to convey his baggage to the cuftom- 
houfe; and feeing the trunks ftanding 
in. the entry, placed his men between 
them and the owner, while the porters 
that followed took them up, and pro- 
ceeded to the Douane without oppofi- 
tion. , 

Pickle was not mad enough to dif- 
pute the authority of this meflage: but, 
in order to gall, and fpecify his con- 
tempt for thofe who brought it, he call- 
ed aloud to his valet, defiring him, in 
French, to accompany his things, and 
fee that none of his linen and effeéts 
fliould be ftolen by the fearchers. The 
corporal, mortified ‘at this fatirical_in- 
finuation, darted a look of refentment 
at the author, as if he had been intereft- 
ed for the glory of his nation ; and told 
him, that he could perceive he was a 
ftranger in France, or elfe he would 
have faved himfelf the trouble of fuch 2 
needlefs precaution. 


CHAP. Il. 

HE MAKES A FRUITLESS ATTEMPT 
IN GALLANTRY; DEPARTS FOR 
BOULOGNE, WHERE HE SPENDS 
THE EVENING WITH CERTAIN 
ENGLISH EXILES. 


AVING thus yielded to the 

hand of power, he enquired if 
there was any other Englith company 
in the houfe; when underftanding that 
a gentleman and lady lodged in the 
next apartment, and had befpoke a poft- 
chaife for Paris, he ordered Pipes to 
ingratiate himfelf with their footman, 
and, tf poffible, learn their names and 
condition, while he and Mr. Jolter, 
attended by the lacquey, took a turn 
round the ramparts, and viewed the 
particulars of the fortification. 

‘Tom was fo very fucce{sful in his in- 
quiry, that when his mafter returned, 
he was able to give him a very fatisfac- 
tory account of his fellow-lodgers, in 
eonfequence of having treated his bro- 
ther with a bottleof wine. The people 
in queftion were a gentleman and his 
lady lately arrived from England, in 
The hufband-was 

a maa 
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auman of good fortune, who had been a 


libertine in his youth, and a profeffed 
declaimer againit matrimony. He want- 
ed neither fenfe nor experience; and 


Piqued himfelf in particular upon his 


artof avoiding the {nares of the female 


fex, in which he pretended to be deeply — 


verfed. But, notwithitanding all his cau- 


tion and fkill, hehad lately fallen a facri- ~ 


fice to the attractions of an oyfter-wench, 
who had found means'to decoy him into 
the bands of wedlock; and, in order to 
evade the compliments and congratula- 
tions of his — and acquaintance, 
he had come fo far on a tour to Paris, 
where he intended to initiate his f{poufe 
in the beaux monde. In the mean time 
he chofe to live upon the referve, becaufe 
her natural talents had as yet received 
but little cultivation; and he had not 
the moit implicit confidence in her vir- 


_ tue and difcretion, which, it feems, had 


like to have yielded to the addrefles of 
an officer at Canterbury, who had made 
fhift to infinuate himfelf into her ac- 
quaintance and favour. sume’ 

Peregrine’s curiofity being inflamed by 
this information, he lounged about the 
yard, in hopes of feeing the dulcinea 
who had captivated the old batchelor ; 
and at length obferving her at a window, 
took the liberty of bowing to her with 
great refpect. She. returned the com- 
pliment with a curtfey, and appeared fo 
decent in her drefs and manner, that 
uflefs he had been previoufly informed 
of her former life and converfation, he 
never would have dreamed that her edu- 
cation was different from that of other 
ladies.of fathion; fo eafy is it to acquire 
that external deportment on which peo- 
ple of condition value themfelves fo 
much. Not but that Mr. Pickle pre- 
tended to diltinguifh a certain vulgar 
audacity in her countenance, which in a 
lady of birth and fortune would have 
paffed for an agreeable vivacity that en- 
livens the afpect, and gives poignancy 
to every feature; but as fhe pofletfed a 
pair of fine eyes, and aclear complexion 
overfpread with the glow of health, 
which never fails of recommending the 
owner, he could not help gazing at her 
with defire, and forming the defign of 
making a conqueft of her heart, With 
this view, he fent his compliments to 
her hufband, whofe name was Horn- 
beck, with an intimation, that he pro- 
pofed to fet out next day for Paris; and 
as he underftood that he was refolved 
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upon the fame journey, Ke fhould be ex- 
tremely glad of his: company on the 
road, if he was not better engaged. 
Hornbeck, who in all probability did not 
chufe to accommodate his wife witha 
{quire of our hero’s appearance, fent a 
civil anfwer to his meflage, profeffing: © 
infinite mortification at his being unable 
to embrace the favour of this kind offer, 
by reafon of the indifpofition of his 
wife, who, he was: afraid, would not 
be in a condition for fome days ta bear 
the fatigue of travelling. This rebuff, , 
whichPeregrine afcribed tothe hufband’s 
jealoufy, ftifled his project in embryo: 
he ordered his French fervant to take a 
place for himfelf in the diligence, where 
all his luggage was ftowed, except a 
fmall trunk with fome linen and other 
neceffaries, that was fixed upon the poft- 
chaife which they hired of the landlord; 
and early next morning he and Mr. 
Jolter departed from Calais, attended 
by his valet de chamber and Pipes, 
on horfeback. ‘They proceeded with- 
out-any accident as. far as Boulogne, 
where they breakfafted and vifited old fa- 
ther Graham, a Scottith gentleman of 


the governor’s acquaintance, who had 


lived as a capuchin in that place for the 
{pace of threefcore years, and during 
that period conformed to all the autte- 
rittes of the order with the moft rigo- 
rous exactnefs ; being equally remark- 
able for the franknefs of his converfa- 
tion, the humanity of his difpofition, 
and the fimplicity of his manners, From 
Boulogne they took their departure about 
noon, and as they propofed to fleep that 
night at Abbé Ville, commanded the 
poftilion to drive with extraordinary 
fpeed. Perhaps it was well for his cat- 
tle that the axle-tree gave way, and the 
chaife of courfe oyerturned, befoye they 
had travelled one third part of the ftage, 
This accident compelled them to re- 
turn to the place from whence they fet 
out; and as they could not procure an- 
other conyenignce, they found themielves 
under the neceffity of ftaying till their 
chaife could be refitted. Underftanding 
that this operation would detain them 
a whole day, our young gentleman had 
recourfe to his patience, and demanded 
to know what they would have for din- 
ner; the gargon or waiter thus queftian- 
ed, vanifhed in 4 moment, and immce 
diately they were furprized with the ap- 
pearance of a ftrange figure, which, 
from the extravagance of it’s drefs and 
O2 gefticula- 
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gefticulation, Perezrine miftook for a 
madman of the growth of France. This 
phantom, (which, by the bye, happen- 
ed to be no other than the cook) was a 
tall, long-legged, meagre, fwaithy fel- 
jow, that ftooped very much : his cheek- 
bones were remarkably raifed, his nofe 
bent into the fhape and fize of apowder- 
horn, and the fockets of his eyes as raw 
round the edges as if the ikin had been 
pared off. On his head he wore an 
handkerchief, which had once been 
white, and now ferved to cover the up- 
per part.of a black periwig, to which 
was attached a bag, at leaft a foot fquare, 
with a folitaire and rofe that ftuck upon 
each fide to his ear; fo that he looked 
Jike a criminal onthe pillory. His back 
was accommodated with a linen waitt- 
coat, his hands adorned with long ruffles 
of the fame piece; his middle was gird- 
ed by an apron tucked up, that it might 


Not conceal his white filk ftockings rol- 


Jeds and at his entrance he brandifhed 
a bloody weapon full three feet in length. 
Peregrine, when he firft {aw him approach 
in this menacing’attitude, put himéelf 
upon his guard; but being informed of 
his quality; peruled his bill of fare, and 
having befpoke three or four things for 
dinner, walked out with Mr. Jolter to 
view both.towns, which they had not let- 
fure to confider minutely before. In their 
return from the harbour they met with 
four or five gentlemen, all of whom 


feemed to loak with an air of dejeéction, 


and perceiving our hero and his gover- 
nor to be Englith by theirdrefs, bowed 
with great reipeét as they paffed. Pictkie, 
who ‘was naturally compaffionate, felt 
an emotion of fympathy; and feeing a 
ee who by his habit he judged to 
e one of their fervants, accofted him 
in Englifh, and afked who the gentle- 
men wére. The lacquey gave him to 
undéritand that they were his own 
countrymen, exiled from their native 
homes, in confequence of their ad- 
herence to an unfortunate and ruined 
eaufe; and that they were gone to the 
fea fide, according to their daily prac- 
. fice, in order to indulge their longing 
eyes, with a profpeé of the white clifis 
of Albion, which they muft never moré 
approach. ~ 
Though our young gentleman dif- 
fered widely from them in point of po- 
litical principles, he was not cne of thofe 
enthufiafts, who look upon every fchifm 


from rhe eftablifhed articles of faith as 
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damnable, and exclude the fceptick from 
every benefit of humanity an Pe ie 
forgivenefs: he could eafily comprehend” 
how a man of the moft unblemifhed 
morals might, by the prejudice of edu- 
cation, or indifpenfible attachments, be 
engaged in fuch a blame-woithy and 
pernicious undertaking ; and though 
that they had already fuffered feverely 
for their imprudence. He was affeéted 
with the account of their diurnal pilgri- 
mage to the fea-fide, which he confider- 
ed as a pathetick proof of their afflic- 
tion, and invetted Mr. Jolter with the 
agreeable office of gomg to them with 
‘a compliment in his name, and begging 
the hohour of drinking a glafs with 
them in the evening. They accepted 
the propofal with great fatisfattion and 
refpetful acknowledgement, and in the 
afternoon waited upon the kind inviter, 
who treated them with coffee, and would 
have detained them to fupper; but they 
intreated the favour of his company at 
the houfe which they frequented {0 ear- 
neftly, that he yiclded to their folicita-’ 
tions, and with his governor was con- 
duéted by them to the place, where they. 
had provided an elegant repaft, and re- — 
galed them with fome of the beft cidret 
in France. 

It was eafy for them to perceive that 
their principal gueft was no favourer of 
their itate maxims, and therefore they 
induftrioufly avoided every fubje&t of 
converfation which could give the leait 
offence; not but that they lamented 
their own fituation, which cut them off 
from all their deareft conneétions, and 
doomed them to perpetual banifhment 
from their families and friends: but they 
did not, even by the moft diitant hint, 
impeach the juftice of that fenteace by 
which they were condemned; although 
one among them, who [eemed to be 
about the age of thirty, wept bitterly 
over his misfortune, which had involved 
a beloved wife and three children in mi- 
fery and diftrefs; and in the impatience 
of his grief, curfed his own fate with 
frantick imprecations. His compa- 
nions, with a view of beguiling his for- 
row, and manifefting their own hofpita- 
lity at the fame time, changed the topick 
ut difcourfe, and circulated the bum- 
pers with great afliduity; fo that all their 
cares were overwhelmed and forgotten, 
feveral drinking French catches were 
fing, and mirth and good fellowflup 
prevailed, : 
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‘Jn the midft of this elevation, which 
gommonly unlocks the moft hidden fen- 
timent, and difpels every confideration 
of caution and conftraint, one of the en- 
tertainers being’ more intoxicated than 
his fellows, propofed a toa{t, to which 
Peregrine with fa 
as an unmannerly infult. The other 
maintained ‘his propofition with indecent 
heat; and the difpute beginning to grow 
very ferious, the company interpoféd, 
and gave judgment againft their friend, 
who was fo keenly reproached and re- 
buked for his impolite behaviour, that 
he retired in high dudgeon, threatening 
to relinquifh their fociety, and branding 
them with the appellation of apoftates 
from the common caufe. Mortified at 
the behaviour of their companion, thofe 
that remained were earneft in their apo- 
logies to their guefts, whom they be- 
fought to forgive his intemperance, af- 
furing them with great confidence that 


he would, upon the recovery of his re- © 


flection, wait upon them in perfon, and 
afk pardon for the umbrage he had 
given. Pickle was fatisfied with their 
remonftrances, refumed his good-hu-, 
mour, and the night being pretty far 
advanced, refifted all their importuni- 
ties with which he was intreated to fee 
another bottle go round, and was efcort- 
ed to his own lodgings more than half 
feas over. Next morning about eight 
o'clock, he was waked by his valet de 
chambre, who told him that two of the 

entlemen with whom he had {pent the 
evening were in the houfe, an defired 
the favour of being admitted into his 
chamber. He could not conceive the 
meaning of this extraordinary vifit, and 
ordering his man to fhew them into his 
apartment, beheld the perfon who had 
affronted him enter with the gentleman 
who had reprehended his rudenefs. 

He who had given the offence, after 
having made an apology for dilturbing 
Mr. Pickle, told him that ‘his friend 
there prefent had been with him early 
that morning, and propofed the alterna- 
tive of either fighting with him immedi- 
ately, or coming to beg pardon for his 
“unmannerly deportment over night; that 
though he had courage enough to face 
any man in the field in a righteous caufe, 
hewas not {fo brutal as to difobey the dic- 
tates of his own duty and reflection, in 
tonfequence of which, and not out of 
any regard to the other’s menaces, which 


ke defpjled, he had now taken the liber- 


ome warmth excepted, . 
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ty of interrupting his repofe, that he 
might, as foon as poffible, atone for the 
injury he had done him, which he pro- 
telted was the effect of intoxication 
alone, and begged his. forgivenefs ac. 
cordingiy. Our hero accepted of this 
acknowledgment very gracioufly, thank- 
ed the other gentleman for the gallant 
part he had aéted in his behalf; and 
perceiving that his companion was a 
little irritated at his officious interpofi- 
tion, effeéted a reconciliation, by con- 
yincing him that what he had done was , 
for the honour of the company. He 

then kept them to breakfaft, expreffed a 
defire of {eeing their fituation altered for 
the better; and the chaife being repair- 
ed, took leaye of his entertainers,’ who ~ 
came to wifh him a good journey, and 
with his attendants left Boulogne for 
the fecond time. -_* 


ca 


CHAP. Mi. 


PROCEEDS FOR THE CAPITAL. 
TAKES UP HIS LODGING AT 


BERNAY, WHERE HE IS OVER- 
TAKEN BY MR. HORNBECK, 
WHOSE HEAD HE LONGS TO 
FORTIFY. 


URING this day’s expedition, 
‘ Mr. Jolter took an opportunity of 
imparting to his pupil the remarks he 
Ahad made upon the induftry of the 
French, as an undeniable proof of 
which he bid him caf his eyes around, 
and obferve with what care every {pot of 
ground was cultivated; and from the 
fertility of that province, which is rec- 
koned the pooreft in France, conceive 
the wealth and affluence of the nation in 
general. Peregrine, amazed as well as . 
. difgufted at this infatuation, anfwered, 
that what he had afcribed to induftry 
was the effect of mere wretchednefs; 
the miferable peafants being obliged to 
plough up every inch of, ground to fa- 
tisfy their oppreffive landlords, while 
they themfelves and their cattle looked 
like fo many images of famine; that 
their extreme poverty was evident from 
the face of the country, on waich tiere 
was not one inclofure to be feen, or any 
other object, except {canty crops of bar 
ley and oats, which could never reward 
the toil of the hufbandman; that their 
habitations were no better than paltry 
huts; that in twenty miles of extent, 
* ql not. 


3190 
not one gentleman's houfe appeared ; 
that nothing was more abject and for- 
Jorn than the attire of their country 
people; that the equipage of their tra- 
velling chaifes was infinitely mferior to 
that of a dung-cart in England; and 
that the poftilion who then drove their 
carriage, had neither ftockings to his 
legs, nor & fhirt to his back. 

_ The governor finding his charge fo 
intra&table, refolved to leave him in the 
midft of his own ignorance and preju- 
dice, and referve his obfervations for 
thofe who would pay more deference to 
his opinion: and indeed this refolution 
he had often made, dnd as often broke, 
in the tranfports of his zeal, that fre- 
quently hurried him out of the plan of 


conduét which in his cooler moments. 


he had laid down. | They’ halted for a 
refrefhment at Montreuil, and about 
feven in the evening arrived at a village 
called Bernay, where while they waited 
for frefh horfes, they were informed 
by the landlord, that the gates of Abbé 
Ville were fhut every night punCtually 
at eight o'clock; fo that it would be 
impoffible for them to get admittance. 
He faid, there was not another place of 
entertainment on the road where they 
could pafs the night; and therefore, as 
a friend, he advifed them to ftay-at his 
houfe, where they would find the beft 
of accommodation, and proceed upon 
their journey betimes in the morning. 
Mr. Jolter, though he had travelled 
on that road before, could not recolleét 
whether or not mine hoft fpoke truth ; 
but his remonftrance being very plau- 
fible; our hero determined to follow his 
advice, and being conduéted into an 
apartment, afked what they could have 
for fupper. The landlord mentioned 
every thing that was eatable in the houfe, 
and the whole being engroffed for the 
ufe of him and his attendants, he amufed 
-bimfelf till fuch time as it fhould be 
’ dreffed, in ftrolling about the houfe, 
which ftands in a very rural fituation. 
While he thus loitered away the time 
that hung heavy on his hands, another 
chaife arrived at the inn; and, upon in- 
quiry, he found. that the new_comers 
were Mr. Hornbeck and his lady. The 
landlord, confcious of his mability to 
entertain this fecond company, came and 
hegged with great humiliation that Mr. 
Pickle would {pare them fome part of 
the vidtuals he had befpoke; but he re- 
fufed to part with fo much as the wing 
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of a partridge; though, at the fame 
time, he dent his compliments to the 
ftrangers, and giving them to underftand 
how ill the houfe was provided for their 
reception, invited them to partake of his 
fupper. Mr. Hornbeck, who was_not. 
deficient in point of politenefs, and-ex- 
tremely well difpofed for a relifhing 
meal, which he had reafon to expect 
from the favoury fteam-that iffued from 
the kitchen, could not refift this fecond 
inftance of our young gentleman's civi- 
lity, which he acknowledged by a mef- 
fage, importing, that he and his wife 
would do themfelves the pleafure of pra- 
fiting by his courteous offer. Pere- 
grine’s cheeks glowed when he found 
himfelf on the eve of being acquainted 
with Mrs. Hornbeck, of whofe heart he 
had already made a conqueft in imagi- 
nation ; and he forthwith fet his inven- 
tion at work, to contrive fome means of 
defeating her hufband’s vigilance. 
When fupper was ready, he in perfon 

gave notice to his gueft, and leading the 
Jady into his apartment, feated her in 
an elbow-chair at the upper end of the 
table, fqueezing her hand, and darting 
a moft infidious glance at the fame time. 
This abrupt behaviour he praétifed, 
on the prefumption that a lady of her 
breeding was not to be addreffed with 
the tedious forms that muft be obferved 
in one’s advances to a perfon of birth 
and genteel education. In all probabi- 
lity his calculation was juft, for Mrs. 
Hornbeck gave no figns of difcontent 
at this fort of treatment; but, on the 
contrary, feemed to confider it as a proof 
of the young gentleman’s regard; and 
though fhe did not venture to open her 
mouth three times during the whole re- 
paft, the thewed herfelf particularly well 
fatisfied with her entertainer, by fun- 
dry fly and fignificant looks, while her 
hufband’s eyes were direéted another 
way, and divers loud pcals of laughter, 
fignifying her approbation of the fallies 
which he uttered in the courfe of their 
converfation. Her fpoufe began, to be 


very uneafy at the frank demeanor of 


his yoke-fellow, whom he endeavoured 
to check in her vivacity, by affuming a 
feverity of afpect; but whether fhe 
obeyed the digtates of lier own difpoli- _ 
tion, which, perhaps, was merry and 
unreferved, or wanted to punifh Mr. 
Hornbeck’ for his jealouly of temper; 
certain it is, her gaiety increafed to tuch 
a degree, that her huiband was griey- 
oully 


will 


* table. 


4 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


oufly alarmed and incenfed at her con- 
duét, and refolved to make her fenfible 


-of his difpleafure, by treading in fecret 


2 
we & 


upon her toes. He was, however, fo 
difconcerted by his indignation, that he 
miftook his mark, and applied the fharp 
heel of his fhoeto the fide of Mr. Jolter’s 
foot, comprehending his little toe that 
was ftudded with an angry corn, which 
he invaded with fuch a judden jerk, that 


the governor, unable to endure the tor- 


ture in filence, ftarted up, and dancing 
on the floor, reared hideoufly with re 

peated bellowings, to the unfpeakable 
enjoyment of Peregrine and the‘lady, 
who laughed them{elves almoft into con- 
vulfions at the joke. Hornbeck, con- 
founded at the miftake he had commit- 
ted, begged pardon of the injured tutor 
with great contrition, protefting that the 
blow he had fo unfortunately received, 


was intended for an ugly cur, which he: 


thought had pofted himfelf under the 
It was lucky for him that there 
was actually a dog in the room, to juftify 
this excufe, which Joltér admitted with 
the tears running over his cheeks, and 
the ceconomy of the table was recom- 
pofed. 

As foon, however, as the ftrangers 
could with decency withdraw, this fu- 
{picious hufband took his leave of the 
youth, on pretence of being fatigued 
with his journey, after having, by way 
of compliment, propofed that they fhould 
travel together next day; and Peregrine 
handed the lady to her chamber, where 
he wifhed her good night with another 
warm fqueeze, which flie returned. This 
favourable hint made his heart bound 
with a tranfport of joy; he lay in wait 
for an opportunity of aeclaring himéfelf, 
and feeing the hufband go down into the 
yard with a candle, glided foftly into 
his apartment, where he found heralmoft 
undrefled, Impelled by the impetuofity 
ef his paffion, which was {till more en- 
flamed by her prefent lu{cious appear- 
ance, and encourged by the approbation 
fhe had already exprefled, he ran to- 
towards her with eagernefs, crying, 
* Zounds, Madam! your charms are 
* irrefiftible!’ and without farther cere- 
mony would have clafped her in his 
arms, had fhe not begged him for the 
love of God to retire, for fhould Mr. 
Hornbeck return and find him there, 
fhe would be undone for ever. He 
was not fo blinded by his paflion, but 
that he faw the reafunablenefs of her 


7 eS 3 


fear, and as he could not pretend ta 
crown his wifhes at that interview, he 
avowed himfelf her lover, affured her 
that he would-exhauft his whéle inven- 
tion in finding a proper opportunity for 
throwing himfelf at her feet; and inthe 


“mean time he ravifhed fundry fmall fa- 


vouis, which fhe in the hurry of her 
fright could not withold from his im- 
pudence of addrefs. Having thus hap- 
pily fettled the preliminaries, he with- 
drew to his own chamber, and fpent the 
whole night in contriving ftratagems to 
elude the jealous caution of his fellow- 
traveller. 


CHAP, Iv. 


THEY SET OUT IN COmPaNyY, 
BREAKFAST AT ABBE VILLE, 
DINE AT AMIENS, AND ABOUT 
ELEVEN O’CLOCK ,ARRIVE AT 
CHANTILLY; WHERE PERE> 
GRINE EXECUTES A PLAS 
WHICH HE HAD CONGERTED 
UPON HORNBECK, 

Te whole company by agreement 
rofe and departed before day, and 
breakfafted at Abbé Ville, where they 
became acquainted with the finefle of 
their Bernay landlord, who had impoefed 
upon them, in affirming that they would 
not have been admitted after the gates 
were fhut. From thence they proceeded 
to Amiens, ‘where they dined and were 
peftered by begging friars; and the roads 
being deep, it was eleven o’clock at night 
before they reached Chantilly, where 
they found fupper already dreffed in con- 
fequence of having difpatched the valet 

de chambre before them on horfeback. 
The conftitution of Hornbeck being 
very much impaired by a life of irre- 
gularity, he ‘ond himfelf fo fatigued 
with his day’s journey, which amounted 
to upwards of an hundred miles, that 
when he fat down at table, he could 
{carce fit upright; and in lefs than three 
minutes began to nod in his chair. Pe- 
regrine, who had forefeen and provided 
for this occafion, advifed him to exhi- 
larate his fpirits with a glafs of wine; 
and the propofal being embraced, tipped 
his valet de chambre the wink ; who, 
according to the inftruétions he had re- 
ceived, qualified the Burgundy with thir- 
ty drops of laudanum, which this un- 
fertunate hufband {wallowed in one 
giais. 
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giafs. The dofe co-operating with his 
former drowfinefs, lulled him fo fat 
afleep, as it were inftantaneoufly, that 
it was found neceflary to convey him to 
-his own chamber, where his footman 
undreffed and put him to bed. Nor was 
Jolter (naturally of a fluggith difpof- 
tion) able to refiit his propentity to fleep, 
without fuffering divers dreadful yawns, 
which encouraged his pupil to admini- 
fier the fame dofe to him,which had ope- 
rated fo fuccefsfully upon the other Ar- 


gus. This cordial had not fucha gentle _ 


effect upon the rugged organs of Jolter, 
as upon the more delicate nerves of 
Hornbeck ; but difcovered itfelf in cer- 
tain involuntary ftartings, and convul- 
five motions in the mufcles of his face ; 
and when his nature at length yielded 
to the power of this medicine, he founded 
the trumpet fo loud through his noftrils, 
that our adventurer was afraid the noife 
would wake his other patient, and con- 
fequently prevent the accomplifhment 
of his aim. The governor was therefore 
<committed to the care of Pipes, who 
lugged him into the next room, and hav- 
ing ftripped off his cloaths, tumbled him 
into his neft, while the two lovers re- 
mained at full liberty to indulge their 
mutual paffion. 

Peregrine, in the impatience of his 
inclination, would have finifhed the fate 
of Hornbeck immediately ; but his ina- 
morata difapproved of his intention, and 
reprefented that their being topether by 
themfelves for any Jength of time, would 
be obferved by her fervant, who was 
kept asa fpy upon her actions; fo that 
they had recourfe to another {sheme, 
which was executed in this manner: he 
conduéted her into her own apartment, 
in prefence of her footman, who lighted 
them thither, and wifhing her good reft, 
returned to his own chamber, where he > 
waited till every thing was quiet in the 
houfe; then ftealing {oftly to her doer, 
which had been left open for his admif- 
fion in the dark, he found the hufband 
fall fecure in the embraces of fleep, ‘and 
the lady in a loofe gown, ready to feal 
his happinefs. He conveyed her to his 
own chamber; but his guilty paffion was 
not gratified. P 

The op:um which had been given to 
Jolter, together with the wine he had 
drank, produced fuch a peturbation in 
his fancy, that he was vifited with hor- 
rible dreams, and among other mifera- 


ble dituations, imagined himfelfin.dan- - 
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ger of perifhing in the flames, which hé 
thought had taken hold on his apart- 
ment. This vifion made fuch an ime 
preffion upon his faculties, that healarm- 
ed the whole houfe with the repeated 
cries of ‘ Fire! fire !’ and even leaped 
out of his bed, though he ftill continued 
fait afleep. The lovers were very dif- 
agreeably diftuibed by this dreadful ex- 
clamation; and Mrs. Hornbeck running 
in great confufion to the door, had the 
mortification to fee the footman with a 
light in his hand, enter her hufband’s 
chamber in order to give him notice of 
this. accident. She knew that fhe would 
be inftantly miffed, and could eafily di- 


-vine the confequence, unlefs her inven- 
.tion could immediately trump up fome 


plaufible excafe for her abfence. 
Women are naturally fruitiul of ex-_ 

pedients in cafes of fuch emergency; fhe 

employed but a few feconds in recol- 


-leétion, and rufhing direétly towards the 


apartment of the governor, who ftill con- 
tinued to hallooin the fame note, exclaim - 
ed in a fcreamirig tone, ‘ Lord havemercy 
‘ uponus! where! where!” By this time, 
all the fervants were affembled in ftrange 
attire; Peregrine burft into Jolter’s room, 
and feeing him ftalking in his fhirt with 
his eyes fhut, beftowed fuch a flap upon 
his back, as in a moment diffolved his 
dream, and reftored him to the ufe of 
his fenfes. He was aftonifhed and afham- 
ed at being difcovered in fuch an inde- 


‘cent attitude; and taking refuge under 


the cloaths, afked pardon of all prefent 
for the difturbance he had occafioned ; 
foliciting, with great humility, the for- 
givenefs of the lady, who to a mira- 
cle counterfeited the utmoft agitation 
of terror and furprize. Meanwhile, 
Hornbeck being awakened by the re 
peated efforts of his man, no fooner 
underftood that his wife was mifling, 
than all the chimeras of jealoufy taking 
poffeffion of his imagination, he farted 
up in a fort of phrenzy; and {natching 
his fword, flew Rraight to Peregrine’s 
chamber; where, though he found not 
that.which he looked for, he unluckily 
perceived an under-petticoat, which his 
wife had forgot in the hurry of her re- 
treat. This difcovery added fuel to the 
flame of his refentment. He feized the 
fatal proof of his difhonour, and meet- 
ing his fpoufe in her return to bed, pre- 
fented it to her view, faying, with a 
moft expreflive countenance, ‘ Madam, 
‘ you have dropped your under-petti- 
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* coat in the next room.” Mrs. Horn- 
beck; who inherited from nature a moft 
admirable prefence of mind, looked ear- 
neftly at the object in queftion, and with 
incredible ferenity of countenan¢e, af- 
firmed that the petticoat mutt belong to 
the houfe, for fhe had none fuch in her 

offefion. Peregrine, who walked be- 


bind her, hearing this affeveration, im- 


niediately interpofed ; and pulling Horn- 
beck by the fleevée into his chamber, 
© Gads zooks!” faid he, § what bufi- 
€ nefs had you with that petticoat! 
© Can’t you let a young fellow enjoy 
a little amour with an innkeeper’s 
© daughter, without expoiing his infir- 
* mities to your wife? Pthaw! that’s 
€ fo malicious; becaufe you have quit- 
* ted thefe adventures yourfelf, to {poil 
© the fportof othér people!’ The poor 
hufband was fo confounded at the ef- 
frontery of his wife, and this cavalier 
declaration of the young man, that his 
faith began to waver; he diftrulted his 
own confcious diflidence of temper,+ 
which, that he might not expofe, he ex- 
preffed no doubts of Peregrine’s veraci- 
ty, but afking patdon for the mittake 
he had committed, retired. He was not 
yet fatisfied with the behaviour of his 
ingenious help-mate ; but, on the con- 
trary, determined to enquire more mi- 
nutely into the circumftances of this 
adventuré; which turned out fo little 
to his fatisfaétion, that‘he ordered his 
fervant to get every thing ready for his 
departure 4 break of day; and when 
our adventurer rofe next morning, he 
found that his fellow-travellers were 
gone above three hours, though they 
agreed to ftay all the forenoon, with a 
view of feeing the Prince of Condé’s 
alace, and to proceed all together for 
Baris in the afternoon. , ' 
Peregrine was a little chagrined, when 
he underftood that he was fo fuddenly 
deprived of this untafted morfel; and 
Jolter could not conceive the meaning 
of their abrupt and uncivil difappear- 
ance; which, after many profound con- 
jectures, he accounted for, by fuppoting 
that Harnbeck was fome fharper, who 
had run away with an heirefs, whom 
he found it neceffary to conceal from 
the enquiry of her friends. | 
The pupil, who was well affured of 
the true motive, allowed his governor 
to enjoy the triumph of his own péne- 
tration, and confoled himifelf with the 
hope of feeing his dulcinea again at 
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fome of the publick places.in Paris, 
which he propofed to frequent. Thug 
comforted, he vifited the magnificent 
ftables.and palace of Chantilly; and 
immediately after dinner fet out for Pa- 
ris, where they arrived in the evening, » 
and hired apartments at an hotel in the 


_ Fauxbourgh §t.,Germaine, not far from 


the playhoufe. 


CHAP. ¥. 


HEIS INVOLVED IN AN ADVENTURE 
AT PARIS, AND TAKEN PRISONER 
BY THE CITY GUARD. BECOMES 

ACQUAINTED WITH A FRENCH 
NOBLEMAN, WHO INTRODUCES 
HIM IN THE BEAU MONDE. 


“NHEY were no fooner fettled jin 
thefe lodgings, than our hero wrote 
to his uncle an account of their fafe 
arrival; and~fent another letter to his 
friend Gaunritlet, with a very tender bil= 
let inclofed for his dear Emilia, to whom 
he repeated all his former vows of con- 
ftancv and loves . + 
The next care that ingroffed him;, 
was that of befpeaking feveral fuits of 
cloaths fuitable to the French mode; 
and in the mean time hé never appeared 
abroad, except in the Englifh coffee- 


hhoufe; where he foon became acquaint- 


ed with fome of his own countrymen; 
who were at Parijs on thie fame footing 
with himfelf. The third evening after 
his journey, he was engaged in a party. 
of thofe young fparks, at thé houfe of 
a noted traiteur, whofe wife was re- 
markably handfome, and otherwife ex- 
tremely well qualified for alluring cuf- 
tomers to her hhoufe. To this lady our 


young gentleman was introduced as 2 
ftranger frefh from England; and he 


was charmed with her perfonal aecom- 
plifhments, as well as with the freedom 
and gaiety of her converfation. Her frank 
deportment perfitaded him that fhe was 
one of thofe kind ¢reatures, who grant- 
ed favours to the beft bidder; on this 
fuppofition he began to be fo importu- 
nate in his addreffes, that the fair Bur- 
geoife was compelled to cry aloud in 
defence of her own virtue. Her huf- 
band rai immediately to her affi.ance ; 
and finding her in a very alarming fitu- 
ation, flew upon her ravifher with fuch 
fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, 
and turn againit the exafperated traiteur; 
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whom he punifled without mercy for 
his impudent intrufion. The lady fee- 
ing her yoke-fellow treated with {fo little 
refpeét, efpoufed his caufe; and fixing 
her nails in his antagonift’s face, {ca- 
rified all one fide of his nofe. The noife 
of this encounter brought all the fer- 
vants of the houfe to the refcue of their 
mafter; and Peregrine’s company op- 
pofing them, a general battle enfued, in 
which the French were totallv routed, 


the wife infulted, and the hufband kick- - 


ed down ftairs. 
The publican, enraged at the indig- 
-nity which had been offered to him and 
his family, went out into the ftreet, and 
implored the proteétion of the guet, or 
city guard; which, having heard his 
complaint, fixed their bayonets, and 
furrounded the door, to the number of 
twelve or fourteen. The young gen- 
tlemen, flufhed with their fuccefs, and 


confidering the foldiers as foniany Lon- ' 


don watchmen, whom they had often 
. pe to flight, drew their fwords, and 

allied out, with Peregrine at their head. 
Whether the guard refpeéted them as 
foreigners, or inexperienced youths in- 
toxicated with liquor, they opened to 
right and left, and gave them room to 
pafs without oppofition. This com- 
plaifance, which was the effect of com- 
paffion, being mifinterpreted by the En- 
glifh leader, he, out of mere wanton- 
nefs, attempted to trip up the heels cf 
the foldier that ftood next him, but 
failed in the execution, and received a 


blow on his breaft with the butt end of - 


a fufil, that made him ftagger fevera] 
paces backward. _Incenfed at this au- 
dacious application, the whole company 
charged the detachment {word in hand, 
and after an obftinate engagement, in 
which divers wounds were given and 
received, every foul of them were taken, 


and conveyed to the main guard. The- 


commanding officer being made ac- 
quainted with the circumftances of the 
quarrel, in confideration of their youth 
and national ferocity, for which the 
French make large allowances, fet them 
all at liberty, after having gently re- 
buked them for the irregularity and in- 
folence of their conduét : fo that all our 
hero acquired by his gallantry and cou- 
rage, was a number of {candalous marks 
upon his vifage that confined him a 
whole week to his chamber. It was 
impoffible to conceal this difafter from 
Mr. Jolter, who having obtained intel- 
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ligence of the particulars, ‘did not fail 
to remonftrate againt the rafhnefs of 
the adventure, which he obferved mult 
have been fatal to them, had their-ene- 
mies been other than Frenchmen, who, 
of all people under the fun, moft rigo- 
roufly obferve the laws of hofpitality. 

As the governor’s acquaintance lay 
chiefly among Irifh and Englifh priefts, 
and a fet of low people who live by 
making themfelves neceflary to ftrangers, 
either in teaching the French language, 
or executing fmall commiffions with 
which: they are intrufted, he was not the 
moft proper perfon in the world for re- 
gulating the tafte of a young gentle- 
man who travelled for improvement, in 
expectation of making a figure one day 
in his own country. Being confcious of 
his own incapacity, he contented him- 
felf with the office of a fteward, and 
kept a faithful account of all the mo- 
ney that was difburfed’ in the courfe of 
their family expence; not but that he 
was acquainted with all the places which 
were vilited by ftrangers on their firft 
arrival at Paris; and he knew to a liard 
what was commonly given to the Swifs 
of each remarkable hotel ; though, with 
refpect to the curious painting and fta- 
tuary that every where abound in that 
metropolis, he was more ignorant than 
the domeftick that attends for a livrea 
day. , 

Th fhort, Mr. Jolter could give avery 
good account of the ftages on the road, 
and fave the expence of Antonini’s de- 
tail of the curiofities in Paris; he was a 
connoifleur in ordinaries, from twelve 
to five and thirty livres; knew all the 
rates of a fiacre and remife, could dif- 


pute with a tailleur or traiteur upon . 


the articles of his bill, and {cold the 
fervants in tolerable French. But the 
laws, cuftoms, and genius of the people, 
the chara&ters of individuals,and fcenes 
of polifhed life, were fubjeéts which he 
had neither opportunities to obferve, in- 
clination to confider, nor difcernment 
to diftinguifh. All his maxims were 
the fuggeftions of pedantry and preju- 
dice; fo that his perception was obfcur- 
ed, his judgment biaffed, his addrefs 
aukward, and his converfation abfurd 
and unentertaining: yet fuch as I have 
repre/ented this tutor, is the greateft 
part of thofe animals who lead raw boys 
about the world, under the denomina- 
tion of travelling governors. Peregrine, 


therefore, being perfectly well wae” 
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ed with the extent of Mr. Jolter’s abili- 
ties, never. dreamed of confulting him 
in the difpofition of his conduét, but 
parcelled out his time according to the 
diétates of his own refieftion, and the 
information and direétion of his compa- 
nions, who had lived longer in France, 
and confequently were better acquaint- 
ed with the pleafures of the place. , 

As foon as he was'in a condition to 
appear a la Frangoifa, he hired a gen- 
teel chariot by the month, made the tour 
of the Luxembourg gallery, Palais Roy- 
al, all theremarkable hotels, churches, 
and celebrated places in Paris; vifited St. 
Cloud, Marli, Verfailles, Trianon, St. 
Germain, and Fountainbleau ; enjoyed 
theopera,mafquerades, Italian andFrench 
comedy; and feldom failed of appearing 
in the publick walks, in hopes of meet- 
ing with Mrs. Hornbeck, or .fome ad- 
venture fuited to his romantick difpofi- 
tion. He never doubted that his perfon 
would attraét the notice of fome diftih- 
guithed inamorata, and was vain enough 
to believe that few female hearts were 
able to refift the artillery of his accom- 
plifhments, fhould he once find an op- 
portunity of planting it to advantage. 
He prefented himielf, however, at all 
the /pecfacles for many weeks, without 
reaping the fruits of his expectation; and 
began to entertain a very indifferent idea 
of the French difcernment, which had 
overlooked him fo long; when one day, 
in his way to the opera, his chariot'was 
{topped by an embarras in the ftreet, oc- 
cafioned by two peafants, who having 
driven their carts againft each other, 
quarrelled, and went to loggerheads on 
the fpot. Such a rencounter1is fo uncom- 
mon in France, that the people fhut up 
their fhops, and from their windows 
threw cold water upon the combatants, 
with a view of putting an end to the bat- 
tle, which was maintained with great fury 
and very little fkill, until one of them 
receiving an accidental fall, the other 
took the advantage of this misfortune, 
and faftening upon him as he lay, be- 
gan to thump the pavement with his 
head. Our hero’s equipage being de- 
tained clofe by the field of this conten- 
tion, Pipes could not bear to fee the laws 
of boxing fo {candaloufly tranf{grefled, 
and leaping from his {tation, pulled the 
offender from his antagonift, whom he 
raifed up, and in the Englifh language 
encouraged toa fecond eflay, inftructing 
him at the fame time, by clenching his 
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fifts according to art, and putting himfelf 
in a proper attitude. Thus confirmed, 
the enraged carman {prung upon his foe, 
and in all appearance would have effec- 
tually revenged the injury he had fuf- 
tained, if he had not been prevented by 
the interpofition of a lacquey belonging 
‘to a nobleman, whofe coach was oblig- 
ed to halt in confequence of the difpute. 
This footman, who was diftinguifhed 
by acane, defcending from his poft, 
without the leaft ceremony. or expoftu- 
lation, began to employ his weapon up- 
on the head and fhoulders of the peafant 
who had been patronized by Pipes ; upon 
which Thomas refenting fuch ungene- - 
rous behaviour, beftowed fuch a ftoma- 
cher upon the officious intermeddler, as 
difcompofed the whole ceconomy of his 
entrails, and obliged him to difcharge 
the interjeétion 44! with demonftra- 
tions of great anguifh and amazement. 


~The other two footmen who ftood be- 


hind the coach, feeing their fellow-fer- 
vant fo infolently affaulted, flew to his 
affiftance, and rained a moft difagree- 
able fhower upon the head of his agref= 
for, who had no means of diverfion or 
defence. Peregrine, though he did not 
approve of Tom's conduct, could not 


_bear to fee him fo roughly handled, efpe- 


cially as he thought his own honour con- 
cerned in the fray, and therefore quitting 
his machine, came to the refcue of his at- 
tendant,and charged hisadverfaries{word © 
in hand. ‘Two of them no fooner per-. 
ceived this reinforcement, than they be- 
took theinfelves to flight; and Pipes 
having twifted the cane out of the hands 
of the third, belaboured him fo unmer- 
cifully, that our hero thought proper to 
interpofe his authority in his behalf. 
The common people ftood aghaft at this 
unprecedented boldnefs of Pickle, who | 
underftanding that,the perfon whofe fer- 
vants he had difciplined, was a general 
and prince of the blood, went up to the 
coach, end afked pardon for what he 
had done, imputing his own behaviour 
to his ignorance of the other’s quality. 
The old nobleman accepted of his apo- 
logy with great politenefs, thanking him 
for the trouble he had taken to reform 
the manners of his domefticks; and 
guefing from our youth's appearance 
that he was fome ftranger of condition, 
very courteouily invited him into the 
coach, on the fuppofition that they were 
both going tothe opera. Pickle gladly, 
embraced this opportunity of becoming 
P2 acquainted 
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acquainted with a perfon of fuch rank, 

and ordering his own chariot to follow, 
accompanied the count to his age, where 
he converfed with him during the whole 
entertainment, — - 

He foon perceived that Peregrine was 
not deficient in fpirit or fenfe, and feem - 
ed particularly pleafed with his engag- 
“Ing manner and eafy deportment, qua- 
lifications for which the Englith nation 
is by no means remarkable in France, 
and therefore the more confpicuous and 
agreeable in the character of our heto, 
whom the nobleman carried home that 
fame evening, and introduced to his lady 
and feveral perfons of fathion who fup- 
ped at his houfe. Peregrine was quite 
¢aptiva:ed by their affable behaviour, and 
the vivacity of their difcourfe; and af- 
ter having been honoured with parti- 
cular marks of confideration, took his 
leave, fully determined to cultivate fuch 
a valuable acquainfayi¢ ge. 

His vanity fugyefted, that now the 
time was come when he fhould profit 
by his talents among the fair-fex,, on 
whom he refolved to employ his utmoft 
art and addrefs. Wuwh this view he 
affiduoufly engaged in all parties, to 
which he had accefs by means of his 
‘noble friend, who let flip no opportu- 
nity of gratifying his ambition. “He for 
fome time thared in all his amufements, 
and was entertained in many of the bef 
families of France; but he did not Jong 
enjoy that elevation of hope which had 
flattered his i imagination. He foon per- 
ceived that it would be impoffible to 
maintain the honourable connections he 
had made, without engaging every day 
at quudrilie, or in cther wards, lofing his 
money ; for every perfon of rank, whether 
male or female, was a profeffed game- 
fter, who knew and praétifed all the fineffe_ 
of the art, of which he was ent rely ig-> 
norant. Befides, he began to find him- 

* {elf a mere novice in French gallantry, 
which is fupported by an amazing volu- 
bility of tongue, and pe pepe and 
incr edible attenticn tv trifes, a furprizing 
f culty cf lavgh'ng out of pure com- 
piiifance, and a nothinenels of conver- 
{ation which he could never attain. In 
fhort, our hero, whe among his own 
countrymen would have palfed ‘for a 
fprightly en tertaining fellow,’ was con- 
fidered ‘in the briiliant aflemblies of 
France as a youth ‘ofa very phlegmatick 

Sfpofiucn. No wondcr, ther., that his 
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importance, which he did not fail to 
afcribe to their-defeét in point of judg- 
ment and tafte: he conceived a difguk 
at the mercenary conduét, as well as ate 
fhallow intelleéts of the ladies; and 
after he had fpent fome months. and a 
round fum of money, in fiuitlefs at- 
tendance and addreffés, he fairly quitted 
the purfuit, and confoled himfelf with 
the converfation of a merry fille de joye, 
whofe good graces he acquired by anal 
lowance of twenty Louis per month. 
That he might the more eafily afford 
this expence, he difmiffed his chariot 
and French lacquey at the fame time. - 
He then entered himfelf in’a noted 
academy, in order to finith his exercifes, 
and contraéted an acquaintance with a 
few fenfible people, whom he diftinguifh- 
ed at the coffee-houfe and ordinary to 
which he reforted, and who contributed 
not alittle to the improvement of his 
knowledge and tafte: for, prejudice 
apart,’ it muft be owned, that France 
abounds with men of confummate ho- 
nour, profound fagacity, and the moft 
liberal education. _ From the converfa- 
tion of fuch, he obtained a diftin® idea 
of their government and conftitution ; 
and though he could not help admiring 
the excellent order and ‘ceconomy of 
their police, the refult of all his i inquries 
was felf-congratulation on his title to 
the privileges of a Britith fubjeét.@ In- = - 
deed this invaluable birth- -right was ren- 
dered confpicuous by fuch flagrant oc- 


_currences, which fell every day almoft 


under his obfervation, that nothing but 
the groffeit prejudice could difpute it's 
exiftence. 


CHAP. VI. 


ACQUIRES A DISTINCT IDEA OF 

‘ THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 3 
QUARRELS WITH A MOUSQUE- 

/ TAIRE, WHOM HE AFTERWARDS 
FIGHTS AND VANQUISHES, AF- 
TER HAVING PUNISHED HIM FOR 
INTERFERING IN HIS AMOROUS 
RECREATIONS. 


MONG many other inftances of 

the fame nature, I believe it will 

not be amifs to exhibit 'a few {pectmens 
of their adn uk whic | 

during 


pride v was mor tified at his own want of jing. fo 
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of being influencéd by mifreprefentation, 
may compare their own condition with 
that of their neighbours, and do juftice 
to the conftitution under which they live. 

A lady of diftinguifhed charaéter hav- 
ing been lampooned by fome obfcure 
{cribbler, who could not be difcovered, 
the miniftry. in confequence of her com- 
plaint, orjered no fewer than five and 
twenty abbés to be apprehended and 
fent to the Baftile, on the maxim of 
Herod, when he commanded the inno- 
cents to be murdered, hoping that the 
principal objeét of his cruelty would not 
efcape in the general calamity; and the 
friends of thofe unhappy prifoners durft 
not even complain of the unjutt perfe- 
cution, but fhrugged up their fhoulders, 
and in filence deplored their misfortune, 
uncertam whether or not they fhould 
-ever feteyes on them again. 

About the fame time, a gentleman of 
family, who had been opprefied by a 
certain powerful duke that lived in the 
neighbourhood, found means to be in- 
‘troduced to the king, who receiving his 


petition very gracioufly, afked in what ° 


regiment: he ferved; and when the me- 
morialift anfwered, that he had not the 
honour of being in the fervice, returned 
the paper unopened, and refufed to hear 
one circumftance of his complaint; fo 
that far from~being redrefled, he re- 
mained more than ever expofed to the 
tyranny of his oppreffors: nay, fo noto- 
rious is the difcouragement of ali thofe 
who prefume to live independent of court 
favour and connections, that one of the 
gentlemen, whofe friend(hip Peregrine 
cultivated, frankly owned he was in 
poffefiion of a moft romantick place, in 
one of the provinces, and deeply ena- 
moured of a country life; and yet hedurft 
not refide upon his own eftate, left by 
flackening his attendance upon the great, 
-who honoured him with their protection, 
he fhould fall a prey to fome rapacious 
intendant. 

As: for the common pzople, they are 
fo much mured to the fcourge and in- 
folence. of power, that every fhabby 
fubaltern, every beggarly cadet of the 
nobieffe, every low retainer to the court, 
infults and injures them with impunity. 
A certain ecuyer, or horfe dealer, be- 
longing to the king, being one day un- 
der the hands‘of a barber, who happened 
to cut the head of a pimple on Ins face, 
he ftarted up, and drawing his {word, 
younded him defperately in the fhoulder. 
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The poor tradefman, hurt as he was, 
‘made an effort to retire, and was fol 
lowed’ by this barbarous affatlin, who, 
not contented with the vengeance he had 
taken, plunged his fword a fecond time 
into his body, and killed him on the fpot. 
Having ‘ performed ‘this inhuman ex- 
ploit, he dreffed himfelf with great de- 
liberation, and going to Verfaiiles, im- 
mediately obtained a pardon for what 
he had. done; triumphing in his bruta- 
‘lity with fuch infolence, that the very 
next time he had occafion to be fhaved 


he fat with his fword ready drawn, in 


order to repeat the murder, in cafe the. 
barber fhouid coinmit the fame miftake. 

Yet fo tamed are thofe poor people to 

fubjection, that when Peregrine mene. . 
tioned this affaffination to his own trim- 
mer, with expreffions of horror and de- 

teftation, the infatuated wretch replied, 

that without all doubt it was a misfor-_ 
tune, but‘it proceeded from the gentle- 

man’s paffion; and obferved, by way of 
encomitim on the government, that fuch 

vivacity is never punifhed in France. 

A few days after this outrage was 
committed, our youth, who was a pro- 
feffed enemy to all oppreffion, being in 
one of the firft /oges at the comedy, was 
eye-witnefs of an adventure which filled 
him with indignation: a tall, ferocious 
fellow,.in the parterre, without the leaft 
provocation, -but prompted by the mere 
wantonnels of pride, took hold of the 
hat of a very decent young man who hap- 
pened to ftand before him, and twirled 
it round upon his head. The party 
thus offended turned to his aggreilor, 
and civilly afked the reafon of fuch treat- ‘ 
<ment; but he received no anfwer; and 
when he looked the other way, the in- 
fult was repeated: upon which he ex- 
preffed his refentment as became a man 
of {pirit, and defired the offender to walk 
out with him. No fooner did he thus 
fignify his intention, than his adverfary, 
fwelling with rage, cocked his hat fierce- 
ly in his face, and fixing his hands in 
his fides, pronounced with the mott im- 
perious tone, ¢ Hark ye, Mr. Round Peri- 
‘“ wig, you mutt know that Iam a mouf- 
© quetaire.’ Scarce had this awful word 
efcaped from his lips, when the blood 
forfook the lips of the poor challenger, 
who with the moft abjet iubmitlion 
begged pardon for his prefumption, and 
with difficulty obtained it, on condt- 
tion that he fhould immediately quit the 
place. Having thus exercifed his autho- 
rity, 
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Tity, he turned to one of his companions, 


and with an: air of difdainful ridicule, ° 


told him he was like to have had an 
affair with a Bourgeoife; adding, by way 
of heightening the irony, * Egad! I be- 
* lieve he’s a phyfician.’ + 
Our hero was fo much fhocked and 
irritated at this licentious behaviour, 
that he could not fupprefs his refent- 
ment, which he manifefted by faying 
to this Heétor, ¢ Sir, a phyfician may 
€ be a man of honour’ To this re- 
“monftrance, -which was delivered with 
avery fignificant countenance, the mouf- 
quetaire made no other reply, but that 
of echoing his aflertion with a loud 
Taugh, in which he was joined by his 
confederates. Peregrine, glowing with 
refentment, called him’a fanfaron, and 
withdrew in expectation of being fol- 
lowed into the ftreet. ‘The other under- 
ftood the hint, and a rencounter muft 
have enfued, had nof the officer of the 
guard, who overheard what paffed, pre- 
vented their meeting, by putting the 
moufquetaire immediately, under arreft. 
Our young gentleman waited at the 
door of the parterte, until he was in- 
formed of this interpofition, and then 
went home very much chagrined at his 
difappointment ; for he was an utter 
firanger to fear and diffidence on thofe 
occafions, and had fet his heart upon. 
chaflizing the infolence of this bully, 
‘who had treated him with fuch dif- 
refpect. 
This adventure was not fo private 
but that it reached the ears of Mr. Jolter, 


by the canal of fome Englifh gentlemen 


who were prefent when it happened; 
and the governor, who entertained a moft 
dreadfu) idea of the moufquetaires, be- 
ing alarmed at a quarrel, the confequence 
of which might be fatal to his charge, 
waited on the Britifh ambaflador, and 
begged he would take Peregrine under 
his immediate protection. His excel- 
lency having heard the circumftances of 


the difpute, fent one of his gentlemen © 


to invite the youth to dinner; and after 
having affured him that he might depend 
upon his countenance and regard, re- 
prefented the rafhnefs and impetuofity 
of his conduét fo much to his convic- 
tion, that he promifed to act more cir- 
cum{pectly for the future, and drop all 
thoughts of the moufquetaire from that 
moment. 

A few days after he had taken this 
Jaudable retolution, Pipes, who had 
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carried a billet to his miftrefs, informed 
him, that he had perceived a laced hat 
lying upon a marble flab in her apart- 
ment; and that when fhe came out of 
her own chamber to receive the letter, 


fhe appeaved in manifeft diforder. 


From thefe hints of intelligence, our 
young gentleman fufpected, or rather 


made ‘no doubt of her infidelity; and 


being by this time well nigh cloyed with 


pofleffion, was not forry to find that fhe 


had given him caufe to renounce her 
corre{pondence. That he might there- 
fore deteét» her in. the very breach of 
duty; and at the fame time punifh the 
gallant who had the prefumption to 
invade his territories, he concerted with 
himéfelf a plan which was executed in 
this manner. During his next interview 
with his dulcinea, far from-diicovering 
the leaft fign of jealoufy or difcontent, 


“he afteéted the appearance of extraordi- 
- nary fondnefs; and after having fpent 


the afternoon with the thew of uncom- 
mon fatisfaétion, told her he was en- 
gaged in a party for Fountainbleau, and 
would fet out from Paris that fame even- 
ing; fo that he fhould not have the plea- 
fure of feemg her again for fome days, 

"The lady, who was very well verfed 
in the arts of her occupation, pretended 
to receive this piece of news with great 
affliction, and conjured him with fuch 
marks of real tendernefs, to return as 
foon as poffible to her longing arms, 
that he went away almoft convinced of 
her fincerity. Determined, however, 
to profecute his {cheme, he actually de- 
parted from Paris with two or three 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, who had 
hired a remife for a jaunt to Verfailles ; 
and having accompanied them as far as » 
the village of Pafsé, returned in the dulk 
of the evening on foot. : 

He waited impatiently till midnight, 
and then arming himielf with a cafe of 
pocket-piftols, and attended by trufty 
Tom with a cudgel.in his hand, repair- 
ed to the lodgings of his fufpeéted ina- 
morata. Having given Pipes his cue, 
he knocked gently at the door, which 
was no fooner opened by the lacquey 
than he bolted in, before the fellow 
could recolleét himfelf from the confu- 
fion occafioned by his unexpected ap- 
pearance; and leaving Tom to guard 
the door, ordered the trembling valet 
to light him up ftairs into his lady’s 
apartment. The firft object that pre- 
fented itfelf to his view, when he 
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tered the anti-chamber, was a fword 
upon the table, which he immediately 
feized, exclaiming in a loud and nte- 
nacing voice, that his miftrefs was 
falfe, and then in bed with another gal- 
jant, whom he would inftantiy put to 
death. This declaration, confirmed by 
many terrible oaths,- he calculated for 
the hearing of ‘his rival} who, under- 
ftanding his fanguinary purpofe, ftarted 
up in great trepidation, arid; naked as 
he was, dropped: from: the-balcony into 
the ftreet, while Peregrine thundered at 
the door for admittance, and’ gueffing 
his defign, gave him -dn-opportunity of 
making this precipitate retreat. Pipes, 
who ftood’centinel at the door, obferv- 
ing the fugitive defcend, attacked him 
with his cudgel, and {weating him from 
one end of the ftreet to'the other, at’ 
laft committed him ‘to the guet, by 
whom he was conveyed to the officer on 
duty in a moft difgraceful and deplo- 
rable condition. . 

Meanwhile, Peregrine having burft 
open the chamber-door, found the lady 
in the utmoft dread and confternation, 
and the fpoils of her favourite {cattered 
about the room: but his refentment was 
doubly gratified, when he learned upon 
enquiry, that the perfon who had been 
fo difagreeably interrupted, was- no 
other than that individual moufquetaire 
with whom he had quarrelled at the 
comedy. He upbraided the nymph with 
her perfidy and ingratitude, and telling 
her that fhe muft not expect the conti- 
nuance of his regard, or the appoint- 
ments which fhe had hitherto enjoyed 
from his bounty, went home to his 
own lodgings, overjoyed at the iflue of 
the adventure. ' 

The foldier, exafperated at the dif- 
grace he had undergone, as well as at the 
outrageous iniult’of the Englith valet, 
whom he believed his matter had tutor- 
ed for that purpofe, no fooner extricated 
himfelf from the opprobrious fituation 
he had incurred, than breathing venge- 
ance againft the author of the affront, 
he came to Peregrine’s apartment, and 
demanded fatisfa€tion upon the ram- 
parts, next morning before fun-rife. 
Our hero affured him, he would not fail 
to pay his refpects to him at the time and 
place appointed; and forefeeing that he 
might be prevented from keeping this 
engagement by the officious care of his 
governor, who fawthe moufquetaire come 


{1g 
in, he told Mr. Jolter, that the French 
man had vifited him in confequence of 
an order he had received from his fupe= 
riors, to make an apology for his rude 
behaviour to him in the playhoufe, and 
that they had parted very good friends. 
This affurance, together with Pickle’s 
tranquil and” unconcerned behaviour 
through the day, quieted the terrors 
which had began to take poffeffion of his 
tutor’s ‘imagination; fo that the youth 
had an‘ opportunity-of ‘giving him the 
flip at night, when he betook himfelf to 
the lodgings of a friend, whom he en- 
gaged as his fecond, and with whom he 
immediately fook the field, in order to 
avoid ‘the fearch ‘which Jolter, upoh 
miffing him, might fet on foot. ' 

’ ‘This was a neceffary precaution; for 
as he did not appear at fupper, and Pipes, 
who ufually attended him in his excur- 
fions, could give no account of his 
motions, the governor was dreadfully 
alarmed at his abfence, and ordered his 
man to run in queft of his matter to all 
the places which he ufed to frequent, 


‘while he himfelf went to the commiffaire, 


and communicating his fufpicions, was 
accommodated with a party of the horfe- 
guards, who patroled round all the en- 
virons of the city, with a view of tpre- 
venting the rencounter. Pipes might 
have direfted them to the lady, by 
whofe information they could have learn- 
ed the name and lodgings of the mouf- 
quetaire, and if he had been appre- 
hended, the duel would not have hap- 
pened; but he did not chufe to run the 
rifk of difobling his mafter, by inter- 
meddling in the affair, and was more- 
over very defirous that the Frenchman 
fhould be humbled, for he never doubt- 
ed that Peregrine was more than a match 
for any two men in France. In this 
confidence; therefore, he fought his 
matter with great diligence, not with a 
view of difappointing his intention, but 
in order to attend him to the battle, 
that he might ftand by him, and fee 
juftice done. 

While this’ inquiry was carried on, 
our hero and his companion concealed. 
themfelves among fome weeds that grew 
on the edge of the parapet, a few yards 
from the fpot where he had agreed te 
meet the moufquetaire; and f{carce had 
the morning rendered objects diftin- 
guifhable, when they perceived their men 
advancing boldly to theplace. “Pere- 

grine 


120 


grine feeing them approach, {prung for- 
ward to the ground, that he might have 
the glory of anticipating his antagonift; 
and {words, being drawn, all four were 
engaged in a twinkling. ; Pickle’s ea- 
gernefs had well nigh coft him his life ; 
for, without minding his footing, he flew 
dire&tly to his oppofite, and. ftumbling 
over a ftone, was wounded on one fide 
of his head before he could recover his 
attitude. 
this check, it ferved only to animate 
him the more; being endowed with une, 
common agility, he retrieved his pofture. 
in a moment 3 and having parried:a -fe- 
cond thruft, returned the longe with 
fuch incredible fpeed, that the foldier 
had not time'to refume his guard, ‘but 
was immediately run through the bend 
of his right-arm ; and the {word drop- 
ping out of his hand, our hero’s victory: 
was compleat. - one: 
Having difpatched his own bufineis, 
and received the acknowledgment of his 
adverfary; who with a look of infinite 
mortification obferved, that his was the 
fortune of the day, he ran to part the 
feconds, juft as the weapon was twilted 
out of his companion’s hand: upon 
which he took his place; and’ im,,all 
likelihood an obftinate difpute. would 
have tnfued, had they not been inter- 
rupted by the guard, at fight of whom 
the two Frenchmen fcampered off. Our 
young gentleman and his friend allow- 
ed themfelves to be staken prifoners by. 


the detachment whichthad been fent out _ 
.of a friend rather than as a counfellor 


for that purpofe, and were carried. before 
the magiftrate ; who having fharply re- 
primanded them for prefuming to aét in 
_ contempt of the laws, fet them.at liber- 

~ ty, in confideration of their being ftran- 
gers, cautioning them at the fame time 
to beware of fuch exploits fur the fu- 
_— 

When Peregrine returned ‘to his own 
lodgings, Pipes feeing the blood trick- 
ling down upon his mafter’s neckcloth 
and folitaire, gave evident tokens of fur- 
prize and-concérn ; not for the confe- 
quences of the wound, which he did not 
fuppofe dangerous, but for the glory of 
Old England, which he was afraid had 
futfered in the engagement; for, he 
could not help faying, with an air of 
chagrin, as he followed the, youth into 
his chamber, ‘ I do fuppofe as how you 
‘ gave that lubberly Frenchman as good 
* as he brought.’ . 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. Vv 


Far from being difpirited at - 


CHAP. VIL —e 


MR. JOLTER THREATENS TO LEAVE. 
HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MIS-! 
, CONDUCT, WHICH HE PROMISES. 
TO RECTIFY; BUT HIS RESOLU-, 
TION IS DEFEATED BY THE IM=: 
. PETUOSITY OF HIS PASSIONSS 
HE MEETS ACCIDENTALLY WITH 
MRS. HORNBECK, WHO ELOPES: 
WITH HIM FROM HER HUSBAND, 


“. BUT 18 RESTORED BY THE IN« 


TERPOSITION OF THE BRITISH: 
AMBASSADOR.» sak) ett 


HOUGH Mtr. Jolter was extreme- 

ly well pleafed at the fafety of his 
pupil, he could not forgive him for the . 
terror and anxiety he had undergone on 
his account; and roundly told him, that 
notwithftanding the inclination and at~ 
tachment he had to his perfon, he would 
immediately depart for England, if ever 
he fhould hear of his being involved in 
fuch another adventure; for it -could 
not be expected that he would facrifice 
his own quiet, to an unrequited regard 
for one who feemed determined to keep 
him in continual uneafinefs and appre- 
henfion. ' 

-To this declaration Pickle-made an- 
{fwer, that Mr. Jolter, by this time, 
ought to be convinced of the attention 
le had always paid to his eafe and fa- 
tisfaction ; fince he well knew that he 
had ever looked upon him in the light 


or tutor; and defired his company in 
France, with a view of promoting his 
intereft, not for any emolument he could 
expect from his inftruétion. This being 
the cafe, he was at liberty to confult 
his own inclinations, with regard to go- 
ing or ftaying; though he could not 
help owning himfelf obliged by'the con- 
cern he exprefled for his fatety, and 
would endeavour, for his own fake, to 
avoid giving him any caufe of diftur- 
bance in time to come. 

No man was more capable of mo- 
ralizing upon Peregrine’s mifconduét 
than himfelf; his reflections were ex- 
tremely juft and fagacious, and attend- 
ed with no other difadvantage, but that 
of occurring too late. He profected a 
thoufand falutary fchemes of deport=. 
ments; but, like other projeCtors, he ne- 


ver had mtereft enough with the mig 
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of his paffions to bring any one of them 
to bear. He had in the heyday of his 
gallantry, received a letter from his 
friend Gauntlet, with a kind poftfcript 


from his charming Emilia; but it ar- - 


rived at a very unfeafonable juncture, 
when his imagination was ingroffed by 
conquefts that more agreeably flattered 
his ambition; fo that he could not find 
leifure and inclination, from that day 
to honour the correfpondence which he 
himfelf had folicited. His vanity had 
by this time difapproved of the engage- 
mient he had contracted in the rawnefs 
and inexperience of youth ; fuggelting, 
that he was born to make fuch an im- 
portant figure in life, as ought to raife 
his ideas above the confideration of any 
fuch middling connections, and fix his 
attention upon objects of the moft fub- 
lime attraétion. Thefe dictates of ri- 
diculous pride had almoft effaced the re- 
membrance of his amiable miftrefs, or 
at leaft fo far warped his morals and in- 
tegrity, that he actually began to con- 
ceive hopes of her, altogether unworthy 
of his own character and her deferts. 
Meanwhile, being deftitute of a toy 
for the dalliance of his idle hours, he 
employed feveral fpies, and almoit every 
day made a tour of the publick places in 
ne: with a view of procuring intel- 
igence of Mr. Hornbeck, with whofe 
wifehe longed to have another interview. 
In this courfe of expectation had he ex- 


ercifed himfelf a whole fortnight, when - 


chancing to be at the hofpital of the in- 
valids with a gentleman lately arrived 
from England, he no fooner entered the 
church than he perceived this lady, at- 
tended by her fpoufe, who at fight of our 
hero changed colour and looked another 
way, in order to difcourage any com- 
munication between them. But the 
young man, who was not fo eafily re- 
pulfed, advanced with great aflurance 
to his fellow-traveller, and taking him 
by the hand, expreffed his fatistaétion 
at this unexpeéted meeting; kindly up- 
braiding him for his ‘precipitate retreat 
from Chantilly. Before Hornbeck could 


make any reply, he went up to his wife, | 


whom hecomplimented in the fame man- 
ner, afluring her with fome fignificant 
glances, he was extremely mortified that 
fhe had put it out of his power to pay 
“his refpects to her on his firft arrival at 
Paris; and then turning to her hufband, 
who thought proper to keep clofe to him 
in this conference, begged to know 
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where he could have the honour of wait- 
ing upon him; obferving, at the fame 


‘time, that he himfelf lived a lacademie 


de Palfrenier. 
Mr. Hornbeck, without making any 
apology for his elopement on the road, 


thanked Mr. Pickle for his complaifance 


in a very cool and difobliging manner ; 
faying, that as he intended to fhift his 
lodgings in a day or two, he could not 
expect the pleafure of feeing him, until 
he fhould be fettled, when he would call 
at the academy, and conduét him to his 
new habitation. 

Pickle, who was not unacquainted 
with the fentiments of this jealous gen- 
tleman, did not put much confidence in 
his promife, and therefore made divers 
efforts to enjoy a little private converfa- 
tion with his wife; but he was baffled 
in all his attempts by the indefatigable 
vigilance of her keeper, and reaped no 
other immediate pleafure from this ac- , 
cidental meeting, than that of a kind 
f{queeze while he handed her into the 
coach. However, as he had been wit- 
nefs to fome inftances of her invention, 
and was no ftranger to the favourable 
difpofition of her heart, he entertained 
fome faint hopes of profiting by her 
underftanding, and was not deceived-in 
his expeétation; for the very next fore- 
noon a Savoyard called at the acade- 
my, and put the following billet in his 
hand. p 


©“ COIND SUR, 
‘ EAVING the playfure of 


* meating with you at the ofs-. 
pital of anvillieads, I take this lub- 
bertea of latin you know, that I loteh 
at the bettail de May cong dangle rouy 
Daghoufeten, with two poftis at the 
gait, naytheir of um very hole, ware 
I fhall be at the windore, if in kais 
you will be fo good as to pafs that 
way at ficks a cloak in the heavening, 
when Mr. Hornbeck goes to the Cal-. 
Shay de Contea. Prey for the loaf of 
Geefus keep this from the nolegs of 
my hufsban, ells he will make me 
leed a hell upon urth. Being ali from, 
deer Sur, your moft umbell fervan 
wile 


ma aA Fan neaeaAannaananan 


‘ DrBoRAH HORNBECK.’ 


Our young gentleman was ravifhed 
at the receipt ofthis elegant epiltle, which 
: was 
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was direéted, A Monfr Monfr Pickhell, 
a la Gaddamme de Paul Freny, and 
did not fail to obey the fummons at the 
hour of afignation ; when the lady, true 
to her appointment, beckoned him up 
ftairs, and he had the good fortune to 
be admitted unfeen. 

After the firft tranfports of their mu- 
tual joy at meeting, fhe told him, that 
her hufband had been very furly and 
crofs ever fince the adventure at Chan- 
tilly, which he had not yet digefted ; 
that he had laid fevere injunétions upon 
her to avoid all commerce with Pickle, 
_ and even threatened to fhut her up in a 
convent for life, if ever fhe fhould dif- 
cover the leaft inclination to renew that 
acquaintance; that fhe had been cooped 
up in her chamber fince her arrival at 
Paris, without being permitted to fee 
the place, or indeed any company, ex- 
cept that of her landlady, whofe language 
pie did not underitand ; fo that her fpi- 
rit being broke, and her health impaired, 
he was prevailed upon fome days ago to 
indulge her in a few airings, during 
which fhe had feen the gardens of the 
Luxembourg, the ‘Fhuilleries and Pa- 
Tais Royal, though at thofe times when 
there was no compzny in the walks; 
and that it was in one of thofe excur- 
tions fhe had the happinels of meeting 
with him: Finally, fhe gave. him to 
underftand, that rather than continue 
longer in fuck confinement with the nan 
whom fhe could not love, fhe would in- 
ftantly give him the flip, and put her- 
{elf under the protection of her lover. 

Rafhand unthinking as this declara- 
tion might be, the young gentleman 
was fo much of a gallant, that he wotild 
not baulk the lady’s inclinations, and 
too infaiuate | by his paffion to foretee 
the confequ.nces of fuch a dangerous 
ftep; he therefore, without hefication, 
embraced the propofal, and the coait 
being clear, they fallicd into the ftreet, 
where Peregrine calling a fiacre, order- 
ed the coachman to drive them to a ta- 
vern: but knowing it would nct be in 
his power to conceal her fron: the fearch 
of the heutenant de police, if fhe fhould 
remain within the walls of Paris, he 
hired a remife, and carried her that fame 
evening to Villejuif, about four leagues 
from town, where he ftaid with her all 
night; and having ‘boarded’ her on a 
genteel penfion, and fettled the cecono- 
my of his future vifits, returned next 
day to jis own lodgings. 


——_ 
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While he thus enjoyed his fuccefs, 
her hufband endured the tortures of the 
damned. When he returned from the 
coffce-houfe, andunderftood that his wife 
had eloped, without being perceived by 
any perfon in the family, he began to 
rave and foam with rage and jealoufy, 
and in the fury of diitraction, accufed 
the landlady of being an accomplice in 
her efcape, threatening to complain of 
her to the commiffaire. The woman 
could not conceive how Mrs. Hornbeck, 
who fhe knew was an utter ftranger to 
the French language, and kept no fort 
of company, could elude the caution of 
her hufband, and find any refuge in a 
place where fhe had no acquaintance,- 
and began to fufpeét the lodger’s emo- 
tion was no other than an affeéted paffion 
to conceal his own pra€tices upon his 
wife, who had perhaps fallen a/facrifice 
to his jealous difpofition. She therefore 
fpared him the trouble of putting his 
menaces in execution, by going-to the 
magittrate without any farther delibera- 
tion, and giving an account of what 
fhe knew concerning this. myfterious af- 
fair, with certain infinuations againft 
Hornbeck’s charaéter, which fhe repre- © 
fented as peevith and capritious to the 
lait degree... *e ‘ 

Whule the thus anticipated the pur- 
pofe of the plaintiff, her information 
was interrupted by the arrival of the 
party himfelf, who exhibited his com- 
plaint with firch evident marks of pertur- 
bation, anger, and impatience, that the 
commiffaire could eafily perceive that he 
had no fhare in the difappearance of his 
wife; and direéted him to the Heute- 
nant de police, whofe province it is to 
take cognizance of firch occurrences. 
This gentleman, who prefides over the 
city cf Paris, having heard the parti- 
culars of Hornbeck’s misfortune, afked 
if he fufpeéted any individual perfon as 
the feducer of his yoke-fellow; and when 
he mentioned Peregrine as the objeét of 
his fufpicion, granted a warrant and a 
detachment of foldiers to fearch for and 
retrieve the fugitive. 

The hufband conduéted them imme- 
diately to the academy, where our hero 
lodged, and having rummaged thewhole 
place, to the aftoniffiment of Mr. Jolter, 
without finding either his wife or the 
fuppofed ravifher, accompanied them to 
all the publick-houfes inthe Fauxbourg; 
which having examined alfo without 
fuccefs, he returned to the magiftrate in 

a fate 


rr 
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a ftate of defpair, and obtained a pro- 
mife of his making fuch an effectual in- 
quiry, that in three days he fhould have 
an account of her, provided fhe was 
alive and within the walls of Paris. 
Our adventurer, who had forefeen al] 
this difturbance, was not at all: furprized 
when his governor told him what had 
happened; and conjured him to reftore 
the woman to the right owner, with ma- 
ny pathetick remonttrances touching the 


heinous fin of adultery, the diftraétion . 


of the unfortunate hufband, and the 
danger of incurring the refentment of an 
arbitrary government, which, upon ap- 
plication being made, would not fail of 
e{poufing the caufe of the injured. He 
denied, with great effrontery, that he 
had the leaft concern in the matter, pre- 
tended to refent the deportment of Horn- 
beck, whom he threatened to chattife 
for his fcandalous fufpicion, and ex- 
preffed his difpleafure at the credulity of 
Jolter, who feemed to doubt the veracity 
of his affeveration. ° 
Notwithftanding this confident, be- 
‘haviour, Jolter could not help entertain - 
ing doubts of his fincerity ; and vifiting 
the difconfolate fwain, begged he would, 
for the honour of his country, as well 
as for the fake of his own reputation, 
difcontinue his addreffes to the lieutenant 
de police, and apply to the Britifh am- 
baflador, who, by dint of friendly ad- 
monitions, would certainly prevail upon 
Mr. Pickle to do him all the juftice in 
his power, if he was really the author 
of the injury he had fuftained. ‘The go- 
vernor urged this advice with the ap- 
pearance of fo much fympathy and con- 
cern, promifing to co-operate with all 
his influence in his behalf,that Hornbeck 
embraced the propofal,commun:cated his 
purpofe to the magifrate, who commend 
ed the refolution as the moft decent and 
defirableexpedient he could ufe, and then 
waited upon his excei!ency, who readily 
efpoufed his caufe, and fending for the 
young gentleman that fame evéning, read 
him fuch a leéture in private, as extort- 
ed a confeifion of the whole affair. Not 
that he affailed him with four and fuper- 
cilious maxims, or fevere rebuke, be- 
cafe he had penetration enough to difcern 
that Peregrine’s diipofition was impreg- 
nable to all fuch attacks; but he firit of 
all rallied him upon his intriguing ge- 
nius; then, in an humorous manner, 
defcribed the diftra€tion of the poor cuck- 
old, who he owned was jultly punifhed 
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for the abfurdity of his conduét; and 
lattly, upon the fuppofition, that it 
would be no great effort in Pickle to 
part with fuch a conqueft, efpecially af- 
ter ithad been for fome time pofleffed, re- 
prefented the neceflity and expediency 
of reftoring her, not only out of regard to~ 


_his owncharaéter,and that of his nation, 


but alfo with a view to his eafe, which 
would ina little time be very much in- 
vaded by fuch an incumbrance, that in 
all probability would involve him in a 
thoufand difficulties and difgufts. Be- 
fides, he affured him, that he was al- 
ready, by order of the lieutenant de po- 
lice, furrounded with {pies, who would 
watch all his motions, and immediately 
difcover the retreat in which he had dif- 
pofed his prize. . Thefe arguments, and 
the frank familiar manner in which they 
were delivered, but, above all, the lait 
confideration, induced the young gen- 
tleman to difclofe the whole of his pro- 
ceedings to the ambaflador, and promif- 
ed to be governed by his direétion, pro-* 
vided the lady fhould not fuffer for the 
ftep fhe had taken, but be received by 
her hufband with due reverence and re- 
fpect. Thefe ftipulations being agreed 
to, he undertook to produce her in eight 
and forty hours; and taking coach im- 
mediately, drove to the place of her refi- 
dence, where he fpent a whole day and 
a night in convincing her of the impof- 
fibility of their enjoying each other in 
that manner. Then returning to Paris, 
he delivered her into the hands of the. 
ambaffador, who having aflured her, that 
fhe might depend upon his friendfhip 
and protection, in cafe fhe fhould find 
herfelf aggrieved by the jealous temper 
of Mr. Hornbeck, reftored her to her 
legitimate lord, whom he counfelled to 
exempt her from that reftraint, which 


in ali probability had been the caufe of — 


her elopement, and endeavour to con- 
ciliate her affection by tender and re- 
fpectful uface. . 
The hufband behaved with great hu- 
mility and compliance, protefting that 
his chief’ ftudy should be to contrive 
parties for her pleafure and fatisfaction. 
But no fooner did he regain posieifion of 
his ftray-flieep, than he locked her up 
more ciofely than ever; and after hav- 
ing revolved various {chemes for her re- 
formation, determined to board her in a 
convent, under the infpection of a pru- 
dent abbefs, who fhould fuperintend her 
morals, and recal her to the paths of 
Q2z virtue, 
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virtue, which the had forfaken. With 
this view he confulted an Englifh priett 
of his acquaintance, who advifed him 
to fettle her in a monaftery at Lifle, that 
fhe might be as far as poffible from the 
machinations of her lover; and gave 
him a letter of recommendation to the 
fuperior of a certain convent in that 
place, for which Mr. Hombeck fet out 
in a few days with his troublefome 
charge. : 


CHAP. VII. 


PEREGRINE RESOLVES TO RETURN 
TO ENGLAND; IS DIVERTED 
WITH THE ODD CHARACTERS 
OF TWO OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, 
WITH WHOM HE CONTRACTS AN 
ACQUAINTANCE IN THE APART- 
MENTS OF THE PALAIS ROYAL. 


FN the mean time, our hero received 

a letter from his aunt, importing, 
that the commodore was in a very de- 
clining way, and longed much to fee 
him a the garrifon; and at the fame 
time he heard from his fifter, who gave 
him to underitand that the ycung gen- 


tleman who had for fome time made his — 


addrefies to her, was become very prefiing 
in his folici'ations; fo that fhe wantéd 
to know in what manner fhe fhould an- 
{wer his repeated intreaties. Thofe two 
confiderations determined the young 
gentleman to return to h's native coun- 
try; a refolution that was far from be- 
ing difagrecable to Jolter, who knew 
that the incumbent on a living, which 
was in the gitt of Trunnion, was cx- 
tremely old, and that it would be his 
intereft to be upon the {pot at the faid in- 
cumbent’s deceale. 

Peregrine, who had refided about 
fifteen months in France, thought he was 
now fufficiently qualified for eclipfing 
moft of his cotemporaries in England, 
and therefore prepared for his departure 
with infinite ‘alacrity ; being moreover 
inflamed with thy nioft ardent defire of 
revifiting his friends, and rencwing his 
counegtions, particularly with Emilia, 
whefe heart he by tnis time thought he 
was able to reduce on his own terms. 

As he propofed to'msake the tour of 
Flanders and Holiand in his return to 
England, he refolved to thay in Paris a 
week ortwo after his 2airs were fettled, 

“in hope of finding fome agreeable cum- 


tes 
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panion difpofed for the fame journey, 
and in order to refrefh his memory, 
made a fecond circuit round all the 
places in that capital, where any curious 
production of art is to be feen. In the 
courfe of this fecond examination he 
chanced to enter the Palais Royal, juft as 
two gentlemen alighted from a fiacre at 
the gate, and all three being admitted at 
the fame time, he foon perceived that the 
ftrangers were of his own country. One 
of them was a young man, in whofe air 
‘and countenance appeared all the un- 
couth gravity and Garett felf-con- 
ceit of a phyfician piping hot from his 
ftudies; while the other, to whom his 
companion fpoke by the appellation of 
Mr. Pallet, difplayed, at firft fight, a 
ftrange compofition of levity and af- 
furance. Indeed, their charaéters, dréfs, 
and addrefs, were ftrongly contrafted ; 
the doctor wore a fuit of black, arid a 
huge tie-wig, neither fuitable to his own 
age, nor the fafhion of the country 
where he then lived; whereas the other, 
though fecmingly turned of fifty, ftrutted 
in a gay fummer drefs of the Parifian 
cut, with a bag to his own grey hair, 
and a red feather in his hat, which he 
carried under his arm. As thefe figures 
feemed to promife fomething entertain- 
ing, Pickle entered into converfation 
with them immediately, and foon dif- 
covered that:the old gentleman was a 
painter from Lendon, who had ftole a 
fortnight from his occupation, in order 
to vifit the remarkable paintings of 
France and Flanders; and that the doc- 
tor had taken the opportunity of accom- 
panying him in his tour. Being ex- 
tremely talkative, he not only commu- 
nicated thefe particulars to our hero in 
a very few minutes after their meeting, 
but alfo tock occafion to whifper in his 
ear, that his fellow-traveller was a man 
of vaft learning,-and, beyond all doubt, 
the greateft poct of the age. As for 
himielf, he was under no neceffity of 
making his own culogium; for he foon 
gave {uch f{pecimens of his tafte and ta- 
lents, as left Pickle no room to doubt 
of his capacity. 

While they ftood confidering the pic- 
tures in one of the firft apartments, 
which are by no means the moft mafter- 
ly compefitions, the Swifs, who fets up 
for a connorifeur, looking at a certain 
piece, pronounced the word ‘ Magnifique!” 
with a note of admiration; upon which 
Mr, Pallet, who was not at all a critick . 

in 
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in the French language, replied with 
great vivacity, * Manufac, you mean, 
and a very indifferent piece of manu- 
faéture it is3 pray, gentlemen, take 
notice, thefe is no keeping in thofe 
heads upon the back-ground, nor no 
relief in the principal figure: then 
you'll obferve the fhadings are harfh 
to the laft degree—and come a little 
clofer this way—don’t you perceive 
that the fore-fhortening of that arm is 
monftrousagad, Sir! there is an 
abfolute fracture in the limb—Dodctor, 
you underftand anatomy; don’t you 
think that mufcle evidently mifplaced ? 
= ° Hark ye, Mr. What-d’ye-call-um,” 
turning to the attendant, ‘ ‘what is the 
* name of the dauber who painted that 
_ * miferable performance?’ ‘The Swifs 
imagined that he was all this time ex- 
prefing his fatisfation, fanctioned his 
“fuppofed commendation, by exclaiming, 
fans prix! © Right,” cried Pallet, « [ 
* could not recolleé&t his name, though 
‘his manner is quite familiar to me. 
‘ ‘We have a few pieces in England, 
* done by that fame Sangpree; but there 
«they are in no eftimation; we have 
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* mere tafte among us, than to relith . 


* the produ&tions of fuch a mifcrable 

€ gout.—A’n’t he an ignorant cox- 

* comb, doctor?” ‘The phyfician, a- 

~ fhamed of his companion’s blunder, 
thought it was neceffary, for the honour 
of his own chara&ter, to take notice of 
it before the ftranger, and therefore an- 

- {wered his queftion, by repeating this 
line from Horace, 


© Mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur? 


The painter, who was rather more ic- 
Norant of Latin than of French, taking 
it for granted that this quotation of his 
friend conveyed an affent to his opinion, 

- € Very true, faid he, ‘ Potatoe domine 
* date, this piece is not worth a fingle 
* potatoe!’ Peregrine was aftonifhed at 
this furprizing perverfion of the words 
and meaning of a Latin Jine, which at 
firft he could not help thinking was a 
premeditated joke; but upon feeond 
thoughts, he faw ho reafon to doubt that 
it was the extemporaneous effect of 
» theer pertnefs and ignorance; at which 
he broke out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. Pallet, believing that the 
fentieman’s mirth was occafioned by 
his arch animadverfionupon the work of 
Sangpree, underwent the fame emoticon 
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in a much louder ftrain, and endeavour. 
ed to heighten the jeft by more obferva- 
tions of the fame nature; while the 
dogtor, confounded at his impudence 
and want of knowledge, reprimanded 
him in thefe words of Homer, 


* Siga me tis allos Achaion touton akoufe mu 
© thonw ; 


This rebuke, the reader will eafily 
perceive, was not calculated for the 
meridian of his friend's intelle&ts, but 
uttered with a view of raifing his own 
character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, 
who retorted, this parade of learning in 
three verfes from the fame author, being 
part of the fpeech of Polydamus to Hec- 
tor, importing that it was impoffible 
for one man to excel in every thing. 
The felf-fufficient phyfician, who did 
not expect fuch a repartee from a youth 
of Peregrine’s appearance, looked upon 
his reply as a fair challenge, and in- 
ftantly rehearfed forty or fifty lines of 
the Iliad ina breath. Obferving that 
the ftranger made no effort to match this 
effufion, he interpreted his filence into 
fubmiffion; then, in order to afcertain 
his victory, infulted him with divers 
fragments of authors, whom his fup- 
pofed competitor did not even know by 
name; while Mr. Pallet ftared with ad- 
miration at the profound {cholarthip of 
his companion. Our young gentleman, 
far from repining at this fuperiority, 
laughed within himfelf at the ridiculous 
ambition of the pedantick doétor. He 
raied him in his own mind as a mere 
index-hunter, who held the eel of 
fcience by the tail, and forefaw an in- 
finite fund of diverfion in his folemnity 
and pride, if properly extraéted by means 
of his fellow-traveller’s vanity and af- 
furance. Prompted by thefeconfidera: 
tions, hie refolved to cultivate their ac- 
quaintance; and, if poffible, amufe him- 
felf at their expence in his journey 
through Flanders, underftanding that 
they were determined upon the fame 
route. In this view he treated them 
with extraordinary attention, and feem- 
ed to pay particular deference to the re- 
marks of the painter, who with great 
intrepidity pronounced judgment upon 
every picture in the palace; or, in other 
words, expofed his own nakednefg in 
every fentence chat proceeded from his 
mouth. 

When they came to confider the = 
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der of the Innocents by Le Brun, the 
Swifs obferved, that it was wz beau 
morceau; and Mr. Pallet replied, ‘ Yes, 
yes, one may fee with half an eye, 
that it can be the produétion of no 
other; for Bormo/o’s {tyle, both in co- 


louring and drapery, is altogether pe- 


culiar; then his defign is tame, and 
his expreffion antick and unnatural. 
Doétor, you have feen my Judgment 
of Solomon; I think i may without 


prefumption—but, I don’t chufe to . 
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‘ make comparifons; I leave that odious 
* tafk to other people, and let my works 
« fpeak for themfelves. 

¢ fure, is rich in the arts, but what is 
© the redfon? the king encourages men 
* of genius with honour and rewards: 
« whereas, in England, we are obliged 
“ to ftand upon our own feet, and com- 
¢ bat the envy and malice of our bre- 
‘ thren. Agad! Ihave a good mind to 
© come and fettle herein Paris; I thould 
¢ like to have an apartment in the 
« Louvre, with a {rug penfion of fo 
« many thoufand livres.’ In this man- 
ner did Pallet proceed with an eternal 
rotation of tongue, floundering from 
one miftake to another, until it was the 
turn of Pouffin’s Seven Sacraments to be 
examined. Here again the Swifs, out 
of the abundance of his zeal, exprefled 
his admiration, by faying thcfe pieces 
were impayable; when the painter turn- 
ing to him with an dir of exultation, 
« Pardon me, friend, there you happen 
© to be miftaken, thefe are none ot Im- 
© pagable’s; but done by Nicholas Pou- 
* feen. I have feen prints of thei in 
‘ England, fo that none of your tricks 
‘ upon travellers, Mr. Swifs or Swath, 
‘ or what’s your name!’ He was very 
much elated by this imaginery triumph 
of his underftanding, which animated 
him to perfevere in his curious obferva- 
tions upon all the other pieces of that 
celebrated collection; but perceiving 
that the doétor manifefted no figns of 
plesfure and fatistaction, but rather be- 
held them witha filent air of difdain, he 
could not digeft his indifference, and 
afked, with a waggifh fneer, if ever he 
had feen fuch a number of mafter-pieces 
before? The»phyfician, eying him with 
a look of compaffion mingled with con- 
tempt, obferved that there was nothing 
there which deferved the attention of 
any perfon acquainted with the ideas of 
the ancients; and that the author of the 
fineft picce now in bging, was unworthy 
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to clean the bruthes of one of thofe great 
mafters, who are celebrated by the Greek 
and Roman writers. ‘ Olud! Olud! 
exclaimed the painter, with aloud laugh; 
© you have fairly brought yourfelf into 
a dilemma at laft, dear doétor; for it 
is well known that your ancient Greek 
and Roman artifts knew nothing at 
all of the matter, in comparifon with 
our modern mafters; for this good 
reafon, becaufe they had but three or 
four colours, and knew not how to 
paint with oil: befides, which of all 
your old fufty Grecians would yqp 
put upon a footing with the divine 
Raphael, the moft excellent Michael 
Angelo Bona Roti, the graceful 
Guido, the bewitching Titian, and 
above all others, the fublime Rubens; 
‘ the He would have proceeded 
with a long catalogue of names, which he 
had got by heart for the purpofe, with- 
out retaining the leat idea of their feve- 
ral qualifications, had he not been in- 
terrupted by his friend, whofe indigna- 
tion being kindled by the irreverence 
with which he mentioned the Greeks, 
he called him blafphemer, Goth, Beeo- 
tian; and in his turn, afked with great 
vehemence, which of thofe puny mo- 
derns could match with Panznus of 
Athens, and his brother Phidias, Poly- 
cletus Sicyon, Polygnotus the Thrafian, 
Parrhafius of Ephetus, firnamed Abro- 
diaitos or the Beau, and Apelles the 
prince of painters? He challenged him 
to fhew any portrait of thefe days that 
could vie with the Helen of Zeuxis the 
Heraclean, or any compofition equal to 
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‘the facrifice of Iphigenia, by Timanthes 


the Sicyonian ; not to mention the twelve 
gods of Afclepiadorus the Athenian, for 
which Mnafon, tyrant of Elatea, gave 
him about three hundred pounds a- 
piece; or Homer’s Hell by Nicias, who 
refufed fixty talents, amounting to up- 
wards of + ie thoufand pounds, and 
generoufly made a prefent of it to his 
own country.” He defired him to pro- 
duce a colle&tion equal to that in the 
temple of Delphos, mentioned in the 
Ion of Euripides; where Hercules and 
his companion Iolaus are reprefented in 
the act of killing. the Lerman hydra 
with golden fickles; frufeais harpais, 
where Bellerophon appears on his wing- 
ed fteed, vanquifhing the fire-breathing 
chimera, tan puripneoufan; and the war 
of the giants is deferibed. Here Jupiter 
flands wielding the red-hot thunder- 

bolts, 
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bolts, Keraunon ampbipuron ; there Pal- 
las, dreadful to the view, Gorgopon, 
brandifheth her fpear againft the huge 
Enxiceladus; and Bacchus, with flender 
ivy rods, defeats and flays the gas tek- 
non, ‘or mighty fon of earth. ‘The 
painter was aftonifhed and confounded 
at this rhapfody of names and inftances, 
which was uttered with furprizing ea- 
gernefs and rapidity; fufpecting at firft 
that the whole was the creation of his 
ewn brain; but when Pickle, with a 
view of flattering the doétor’s felf-con- 
ceit, efpoufed his fide of the queftion, 
and confirmed the truth of every ihing 


he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed his 


opinion, and in en:phatick {filence adored 
the immenfity of his friend’s under- 
ftanding. In fhort, Peregrine eafily 
perceived that they were falfe enthufiafts, 
without the fmalleft pretenfions to tafte 
and fenfibility; and pretended to be in 
raptures with they knew not what; the 
one thinking it was incumbent upon him 
_to exprefs tranfports on feeing the works 
of thofe who had been moft eminent in 
his profeffion, whether they did or did 
not really raife his admiration; and the 
other, asa {cholar, deeming it his duty to 
magnify the ancients above all compe- 
tition, with an affected fervour, which 
the knowledge of their excellencies never 
infpired. Indeed, our young gentle- 
man {fo fuccefsfully accommodated him- 
felf to the difpofitions of each, that long 
before their review was finifhed, he was 
become a particular favourite with both. 
From the.Palais Royal he accompa- 
nied them to the cloifters of the Car- 
thufians, where they confidered the hif- 
tory of St. Bruno, by Le Sueur, whofe 
name being utterly unknown to the 
painter, he gave judgment againft the 
whole compojition, as pitiful and pal- 
try ; though in the opinion of all good 
judges it is a molt mafterly performance. 
Having fatisfied their curiofity in this 
place, Peregrine afked them to favour 
him with their company at dinner; but 
whether out of caution againit the in- 
finuations of one whofe character they 
did not know, or by reafon of a prior 
engagement, they declined his invita- 
tion, on pretence of having an appoint- 
ment at a certain ordimary, though they 
exprefled a defire of being farther ac- 
quainted with him ; and Mr. Pallet took 
_ the freedom of aking his name; which 
he not only declared, but promifed, as 
they were ftrangers in- Paris, to wait 
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upon them next day in the forenoon, in 
order to conduét them to the hotel de 
Thouloufe, and the houfes of feveral 
other noblemen, remarkable for paint- 
ing or curious furniture. They thank- 
fully embraced his propofal; and that 
fame day made enquiry among the En- 
glifh gentlemen about the character of 
our hero; which they found fo much to 
their fatisfaétion, that upon their fecond 
meeting, they courted his good graces 
without referve ; and as they had heard 
of his intended departure, begged ear- 
neftly to have the honour of accompa- 
nying him through the Low Countries. 
He affured them, that nothing could be 


More agreeable to him, than the pro- 
fpe&t of having fuch fellow. travellers ; 


and they immediately appointed a day 
for fetting out on that tour. 


CHAP. IX. 

HE INTRODUCES HIS NEW FRIENDS 
TO MR. JOLTER, WITH WHOM 
THE DOCTOR ENTERS INTO A 
DISPUTE UPON GOVERNMENT, 
WHICH HAD WELL NIGH TER- 
MINATED IN OPEN WAR. / 


EANWHILE, he not only made 

them acquainted with every thing 
worth fecing in town, but attended them 
in their excurfions to ‘all the king’s 
houfes within a day's journey of Paris; 
and in the courfe of thefe parties, treat- 
ed them with an elegant dinner at lis 
own apartments ; where a difpute arofe 
between the doctor and Mr. Jolter, 
which had well nigh terminated in an 
irreconcileable animofity. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, with an equal fhare of pride, 
pedantry, and faturnine difpofition, were 
by the accidents of education and com- 
pany, diametrically oppofite in political. 
maxims ; the one, as we have. already 


‘obferved, being a bigotted high-church 


man, and the other a rank republican. 
It was an article of the governor's creed, 
that the people could not be happy, nor 
the earth yield it’s fruits in abundance, 
under a reftricted clergy and limited go- 
vernment: whereas, in the doctor’s opi- 
nion, it was an eternal truth, that no 
con{titution was fo perfeét as the de- 
mocracy, and that no country could 
flourifh but under the adminiftration 

of the mob. 
Thefe confiderations being premifed, 
ne 


128 


No wonder that they happened to dif- 
agree in the freedom of an unreferved 
converfation, efpecially as their enter- 
tainer took all opportunities of encou- 
raging and enflaming the contention. 
The firft fource of their difference was 
an unlucky remark of the painter, who 
obferved that the partridge of which he 
was then eating had the fineft relith of 
any he had ever tafted. His friend own- 
ed that the birds were the bet of the 
kind he had feen in France; but afirm- 
ed, that they were neither fo plump nor 
delicious as thofe that were caught in 
England. The governor, confidering 
this obfervation as the effect of preju- 
dice and inexperience, faid, with a far- 
cattical {mile, ‘1 believe, Sir, you are 


« very well difpofed to find every thing 


‘ here inferior to the produétions of your 
“ own country."—* ‘True, Sir,’ an{wer- 
ed the phyfician, with a certain folem- 
nity of afpeét, ‘and not without good 
‘ reafon, I hope.” —‘* And pray,’ re- 
fumed the tutor, § why may not the 
« partridges of France be as good as 
¢ thofe of England ?? — ‘ For a very 
plain reafon,’ replied the other, * be- 
caule they are not fo well fed. The 
iron hand ef opprefiion is extended to 
all animals within the French domi- 
nions, even to the beafts of the field 
and the fowls of the air. Kusefin 
oionvifi te pafiv—‘Egad! cried the 
painter, ‘ that 1s a truth not to be con- 
“ troverted: for my own part, I am 
“ none of your tit-bits, one would think, 
« but yet there’s a frefhnefs in the En- 
‘ glith complexion, a ginfcekye, I think 
* you call it, fo mviting to a hungry 
« Frenchman, that I have caught feve- 
¢ ral in the very at of viewing me with 
€ 
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an eye cf extreme appetite, as [ paii- 

ed; and as for thew curs, or rather 

their wolves, whenever I fet my eyes 

on one of ’em, *f Ab! your humble 
«s fervant, Mr. Son of a Bitch!”? Iam 
‘‘ypon my guard in aninftant. The 
« doétor can teftify that their very horfes, 
‘ or more properly their live carrion, 
¢ that drew our chaile, ufed to reach 
‘ back their long necks, and fimell at 
‘us, as acouple of delicious morfels.’ 
This fally of Myr. Pallet, which was 
received with a general laugh of appro- 
bation, would, in all probability, have 
ftifled the difpuie in emb:yo, had not 
Mr. Jolter, with a felf-applauding fim- 
per, iromically complimented the tran - 
gers on their talking like tue Englith- 
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men. The dogtor, affronted at the in- 
finuation, told him with fome warmth, 
that he was miftaken in his conjefture, 
his affections and ideas being confined 
to no particular country ; for he confi- 
dered himfelf as a citizen of the world. 
He owned himfelf more attached to Eng- 
land than to any other kingdom, but 
this preference was the effect of reflec- 
tion, and not of prejudice; becaufe the 
Britifh conftitution approached nearer 
than any other to that perfection of ga- 
vernment, the democracy of Athens, 
which he hoped one day to fee revived: 
he mentioned the death of Charles the 
Firft, and the expulfion of his fon, with 
raptures of applaufe; inveighed with 
great acrimony againft the kingly name; 
and in order to ftrengthen his opinion, 
repeated forty or fifty lines fram one of 
the Philippicks of Demofthenes. — 
hearing him {peak fo difrefpe€tfully of 
the higher powers, glowed with indig- 
nation. He faid his doétrines were de- 
teftable, and deftructive-of all right, 
erder, and fociety; that monarchy was 
of Divine inftitution, therefore indefea- 
fible by any human power 3 and of can- 
fequence thofe events in the Englifh 
hiftory which he had fo liberally com- 
mended, were no other than flagrant 
inftances of facrilege, perfidy, and fe- 
dition ; that the democracy of Athens 
was a moft abfurd conftitution, pro- 
ductive of anarchy and mifchief, which 
muft always happen when the govern- 
ment of a nation depends upon the ca- 
price of the ignorant hair-brained vul- 
gar; that it was in the power of the 
mot profligate member of the common- 
wealth, provided he was endowed with 
eloquence, to ruin the moft deferving, 
by a defperate exertion of his talents 
upon the populace, who had been often 
perfuaded to act in the moft ungrate- 
ful and imprudent manner, againit the 
greateit patriots that thei country had 
produced: and finally, he averred, that 
the liberal arts and fciences had never 
flourifhed fo much in a republick, as 
under the encouragement and proteétion 
of abfulute power; witnefs the Auguf- 
tan age, and the reign of Lewis the 
Fourteenth ; nor was it to be fuppofed, 
that genius and merit could ever be fo 
amply recompenfed by the individuals, 
or diftra&ted councils of a commons 
wealth, as by the generofity and magr 
nificence ef one, who had the whole 
treafures at his own command. 

: Peregrine 
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Peregrine, who was pleafed to find 
the -conteft grow warm, obferved that 
there feemed to be a good deal of truth 
in what Mr. Jolter advanced: and the 
" painter, whofe opinion began to waver, 
looked with a face of expe‘tation at his 
friend, who modelling his features into 
an expreffion of exulting difdain, afked 
of his antagonilt, if he did not think 
that very power of rewarding merit, 
enabled an abfolute prince to indulge 
himfelf in the mo! arbitrary licence 
:. the lives and fortunes of his peo- 
ple. 
anfwer this queftion, Pallet broke forth 
into an exclamation of, ‘ By the Lord! 
« that is certainly fa&ts egad! that was 
© a home thruft, doétor.” When Mr. 
Jolter chaftifing this thallow intruder 
with a contemptuous look, affirmed, that 
though fupreme power furnifhed a good 
prince with the means of exerting his 
virtues, it would not fupport a tyrant 
in the exercife of cruelty and oppref- 
fion; becaufe in all nations the genius 
of the people muft be confulted by their 
governors, and the burden proportioned 
to the floulders on which it is laid, 
* Elfe, what follows?’ faid the phyf- 
cian. ‘ The confequence is plain,’ re- 
plied the governor; ‘ infurreétion, re- 
© volt, and his own deftruc&tion : for it 
* 1s not to be fuppofed that the fubjects 
* of any nation would be fo abject and 
* pufillanimous, as to neglect the means 
* which Heaven hath put in their power 
* for their own préfervation.”—* Gad - 
* zooks! you're in the right, Sir,” cried 
Pallet; ‘that, I grant you, muft be con- 
* feffled. Dottor, I'm afraid we have 
* got into the wrong box.” This fon 
of Pzan, however, far from being of 
his friend’s opinion, obferved, with an 
air of triumph, that he would not only 
demonftrate the fopiiftry of the gentle- 
man’s laft allegation, by argument and 
Faéts, but even confute him with his own 
words, Jolter’s eyes kindling at this 
prefumptuous declaration, he told his 
antagonift, while his lip quivered with 
refentment, that if his arguments were 
no better than his breeding, he was fure 
he would make very few converts to his 
opinion: and the doétor, with all the 
infolence of triumph, advifed him to 
beware of difputes for the future, until 
he fhould have made himfelf more matter 
of his fubjeét. 

Peregrine both wifhed and hoped to 
fee the difputants proceed to arguments 


Before the governor had time to. 
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of more weight and convidtion; and 
the painter, dreading the fame iffue, in- 
terpofed wit!r the ufual exclamation cf 
‘ For God’s fake, gentlemen! when the 
governor rofe from table in great dud- 
geon, and left the room, muttering fome 
ejaculation, of which the word cox- 


‘comb only could be diftin@ly heard. 


The phyfician be'ng thus left matter of 
the ficld of battle, was complimented 
on his viétory by Peregrine; and fo 
elevated by his fuccefs, that he declaim- 


-ed a full hour on the abfurdity of Jol- 


ter’s propofition, and the beauty of the 
democratick adminiltration; canvaffed 
the whole {cheme' of Plato s republick, 
with many quotations from that idéal 
author, touching the +o xadov; from 
thence he. mae a tranfition to the mo- 


- val fenfe of Shaftefbury, and concluded 


his harangue with the greateit part of 
that frothy writer's rhapiody, which he 
repeated with all the violence of enthu- 
faitick agitation ; to the unfpeakable 
fatisfaction of his entertainer, and the 
unutterable admiration of Pallet, who 
looked upon him as fomething fuperna- 
tural and divine. So intoxicated was 
this vain young man with the ironical 
praifes of Pickle, that he forthwith 
fhook off all referve; and having pro- 
feffed a friendfhip for our hero, whofe 
tafte and learning he did not fail to ex- 
tcl, intimated in plain terms, that he 


was the only perfon in thefe latter ages, 


who pofltffed that fublime genius, that 
portion of the divinity or ‘Ti Theion, 
which immortalized the Grecian Poets ; 
that as Pythagoras affirmed the fpirit of 
Euphorbus had tranfmjgrated into his 
body, he, the do€tor, was ftrangely pof- 
fefled with the opinion that he himfelf 
ws infp:red by the foul of Pindar ; be- 
caufe, making allowance for the d t- 
ference of languages in which they 
wrote, there was a furprizing affinity 
between his-own works and thofe of 
that celebrated Theban; and asa con- 
firmation of this truth, he irmmediately 
produced a fample of each, which though 
in {pirit and verfification- as different 
as the Odes cf Horace and our prefent 
poet-laureat, Perecrine did not {cruple 
to pronounce altogether congenial ; not- 
withftanding the violence he by this fen- 
tence offered to his own confcience, and 
a certain alarm of his pride, that was 
weak enough to be dilturbe.t by the phy-~ 
fician’s ridiculqus vanity and prefump- 
tion, which, not contented with difplay- 
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ing his importance in the world of tafte 
and polite literature, manifefted itfelf in 
arrogating certain material difcoveries in 
the province of phyfick, which could 
not fail to advance him to the higheft 
pinnacle of that profeffion, confidering 
the recommendation of his other talents, 
together with a liberal fortune which he 
inherited from his father. 


CHAP. X..- 


THE DOCTOR PREPARES AN EN- 

_ TERTAINMENT IN THE MANNER 
OF THE ANCIENTS, WHICH IS 
ATTENDED WITH DIVERS RIDI- 
CULOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. 


>N a word, our young gentleman, by 
his infinuating behaviour, acquired 
the full confidence of the doctor, who 
invited him to an entertainment, which 
he intended to prepare in the manner of 
the ancients. Pickle, ftruck with this 
idea, eagerly embraced the propofal, 
which he honoured with many enco- 
miums, as a plan in all refpects worthy 
of his genius and apprehenfion ; and 
the day was appointed at fome diftance 
of .ime, that the treater might have lei- 
fure to compofe certain pickles and con- 
feftions which were not to be found 
among the culinary preparations of thefe 
degenerate days. 

With a view of rendering the phyfi- 
cian’s tafte more confpicuous, and ex- 
tracting from it the more diverfion, Pe- 
regrine pfopofed that fome foreigners 
fhould partake of the banquet; and the 


tafk being left to his care and*difcre- 


tion, he aétually befpoke the company 
of a French marquis, an Italian count, 
and a Gerinan baron ; wliom he knew 
to be egregious coxcombs, and there- 
fore more likely to enhance the joy of 
the entertainment. ; 
Accordingly, the hour being arrived, 
he conduéted them to the hotel where 
the phyfician lodged, after having re- 
galed their expectations with an elegant 
meal in the genuine old Roman tatte ; 
and they were received by Mr. Pallet, 
who did the honors of the houfe, while 
his friend fuperintended the cook be- 
low. By this communicative painter, 
the guefts wnderftood that the doétor 
had met with numerous difficulties in 
the execution of his defign; that no 
tewer than five cooks had been difmifl- 


- 2 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


ed, becaufe they could not prévail upor 
their own confciences to obey his direc- 
tions in things that were contrary to the 
prefent’ practice of their art; and that 
although he had at laft engaged a per- 
fon, by an extraordinary premium, te 
comply with his erders, the fellow was 
fo aftonifhed, mortified, and incenfed, at 
the commands he had received, that his 
hair ftood on end, and he begged on his 
knees to be releafed from the agree- 
ment he had made: but finding that 
his employer infifted upon, the perform-, 
ance of his contract, and threatened to 
introduce hiin to the commiffaire if he 


.fhould flinch from the bargain, he had, 


in the difcharge of his office, wept, 
fung, curfed, and capered, for two 
whole hours without intermiffion. 
While the company liftened to this 
odd information, by which they were 
prepoffefled with ftrange notions of the 
dinner, their ears were invaded by a 
piteous voice, that exclaimed in French, 
‘ For the love of God! dear Sir! for 
* the paffion of Jefus Chrift! {pare me 
* the mortification of the honey and oil!” 
Their ears ftill vibrated with the found, 
when the dogtor entering, was by Pe- 
regrine made acquainted with the ftran- 
gers ; to whom he, in the tranfports of 
his wrath, could not help complaining 
of the want of complaifance he had 
found in the Parifian vulgar, by which 
his plan had been almoft entirely ruined 
and fet afide. The French marquis, 
who though the honour of his nation 
was concerned at this declaration, pro- 
fefled his forrow for what had happen- 
ed, fo contrary to the eftablifhed cha- 
raéter of the people, and undertook to 
fee the delinquents feverely punifhed, 
provided he could be informed of thei 
names or places of abode. The mu- 
tual compliments that paffed on this oc- 
cafion were fcare finifhed, when a fer- 
vant coming into the room, announced 
dinner; and the entertainer Jed the 
way into ancther apartment, where they 
found a long table, or rather two boards 
joined together, and furnifhed with a 
variety of difhes, the fteams of which 
had fuch evident effeét upon the nerves 
of the company, that the marquis made 
frightful grimaces, under pretence of 
taking fnuff ; the Italian’s eyes watered, 
the German's vifage underwent feveral 
diftortions of features; our hero found 
means to exclude the odour from his 
fenfe of fmelling, by breathing onl 
: : throug 
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through his mouth ; and the poor paint- 
er running into another room, plugged 
his noftrils with tobacco. The doétor 


himfelf, who was the only perfon then , 


prefent whofe organs were not difcom- 
pofed, pointing to a couple of couches 
placed on each fide the table, told his 
guefts that he was forry he could not 
procure the exact triclinia of the an- 
cients, which were fomewhat different 
from thefe conveniencies, and defired 
they would have the goodnefs to repofe 
themfelves without cexemony, each in 
his refpeétive couchette, while he and 
his friend Mr. Pallet would place 
themfelves upright at the ends, that 
they might have the pleafure of ferving 
thofe that lay along. This difpofition, 
of which the ftrangers had no previous 
idea, difconcerted and perplexed them 
in a moft ridiculous manner; the mar- 
quis and baron ftood bowing to each 
other, on pretence of difputing the low- 
er feat, but in reality, with a view of 
profiting by the example of one another, 
for neither of them underftood the man- 
ner in which they were to loll; and 
Peregrine, who enjoyed their confufion, 
handed the count to the other fide, 
where, with the moft mifchievous po- 
litenefs, he infifted upon his taking pof- 
feffion of the upper place. 

In this difagreeable and ludicrous 
fufpenfe, they continued acting a pan- 
tomime of geiticulations; until the doc- 
tor earneftly intreated them to wave all 
compliment and form, left the dinner 
fhould be fpoiled before the ceremo- 
nial could be adjufted. Thus conjured, 
Peregrine tock the lower couch on the 
Jeft-hand fide, laying himfelf gen y 
down, with his face towards the table. 
The marquis, in imitation of this pat- 
tern (though he would have much ra- 
ther fafted three daysthan run the rifk 
of difcompofing his drefs by fuch an 
attitude) ftretched himfelf upon the op- 
pofite place, reclining upon his elbow 
in a moft painful and aukward fitua- 
ticn, with his head raiied above the 
end of the couch, that the ceconomy ‘of 
his hair might not f{uffer by the pro- 
jection of his body. The Italian, be- 
ing athin limber creature, planted him- 
felf next to Pickle, without fuftaining 
any misfortune, but that of his ftock- 
ing being torn by a ragged nail of the 
feat, as he raifed his legs on a level 
with the reft of hisJimbs. But the ba- 
ron, who was neither fe wieldy nor 


131 
fupple in his joints as his companions, 
flounced himfelf down with fuch pre- 
cipitation, that his feet fuddenly tilting 
up, came in furious conta& ‘with the 


head of the marquis, and demolithed ’ 


every curl in a twinkling, while his 
-own fkull, at the fame inftant, defcend- 
ed upon the fide of his couch with fuch 
violence, that his periwig was ftruck 
off, and the whole room filled with pul- 
vilio. 

The drollery of diftrefs that attended 
this difafter entirely vanquifhed the af- 


fected gravity of our young gentleman, 
who was obliged to fupprefs his laughter © 


by cramming his handkerchief in his 
mouth; for the bare-headed German 
afking pardon with fuch ridiculous con- 
fufion, and the marquis admitting his 


apology with fuch rueful complaifance, | 


were {ufficient to awake the mirth of a 
quietilt. 
This misfortune being repaired as 
well asthe circumftances of the occafion 
would permit, and every one fettled ac- 
cording to the arrangement already de- 
{cribed, the doctor gracionfly undertook 
to give fome account of the difhes as 
they occurred, that the company might 
be directed in their choice; and withan 
air of infinite fatisfaction thus began. 
—‘* This here, gentlemen, is a boiled 
‘ goofe, ferved up in a fauce compofed 
of pepper, lovage, coriander, mint, 
rue, anchovies, and oi]! I with for 
your fakes, gentlemen, it was one of 
the geefe of Ferrara, fo much celebrat- 


~~ 


tude of their livers, one of which is 
faid to have weighed upwards of two 
ounds ; with this food, exquifite as 

it was, did the tyrant Heliogabalus 
regale his hounds. But I beg pardon, 
I had almoft forgot the foup, which I 
hear is fo néceflary an article at alt 
tables in France. At each end there 
are difhes of the falacacabia of the Ro- 
mans; oné is inade of parfley, penny- 
royal, cheefe, pine-tops, honey, vine~ 
gar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, onions, 
and hen livers; the other is much the 
fameas the foup-maigre of this coun- 
try. Then there is a loin of veal 
boiled with fennel and caraway-feed, 
‘ on a pottage compofed of pickle, oil, 
honey, and flour, and a curious hachis 

© of the lights, liver and blood of an 
‘ hare, together with a difh of roated 
¢ pigeous.—Monfieur le Baron, fhall I 

§ help you to a plate of this foup ?” The 

"2 German 
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ed among the ancients for the magni- _ 
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German, who did not at all difapprove 
‘ of the ingredients, affented to the pro- 
pofal, and feemed to relifh the compo- 
fition ; while the marquis, being afked 
by the painter which of the /lly-kickabys 
he chofe, was in confequence of hi: de- 
fire accommc dated with a portion of the 
foupe-maigre; and the count, in licu cf 
fpoon- meat, of which he faid he was no 
great admirer, fupplied himfelf with a 
pigeon, therein conforming to tlie choice 
of our young gentleman, whofe exam- 
ple he determined to foilow through the 
whole courfe of the entertainment, 

The Frenchman having fwallowed the 
firft fpoonful. made a Fall paufe; his 
throat fweiled, as if an ege had fiuck 
in his gullet, his eyes rolled, and his 
mouth underwent a {cries of involunta- 
ry conftraétions and dilatations. Pallet, 
who looked ftedfaftly at this connoiffeur, 
with a view of confulting his taite, be- 
fore he himfelf would venture upon the 
foup, began to be difturbed at thefe 
emotions, and obferved with fome con- 
cern, that the poor gentleman feemed 
to be going into a fit; when Peregrine 
affured him, that thefe were fymptoms 
of extacy, and for farther confirmation, 
afked the marquis how he found the 
foup. It was with infinite difficulty that 
his complaifance could fo far matter his 
difguft, as to_enable him to anfwer, 
« Altogether excellent, upon my ho- 
€ nour!’ And the painter being certified 
ef his approbation, lifted the fpcon to 
his mouth without feruple; but far from 
jufiifying the eulogium of his tafter, 
when this precious compofition diffufed 
itfelf upon his palate, he feemed to be 
deprived of all fenfe and motion, and fat 
like the leaden flatue of fome river god, 
with the liquor flowing out at both fides 
of his mouth. 

The do&tor, alarmed at this indecent 
phenomenon, earneiily enquired into the 
caufe of it ; and when Pallet recovered 
his recolieétion, and {wore that he would 
rather {wallow porridge made of burn- 
ing brimftone,’ than fuch an infernal 
mefs as that which he had tafted; the 
phyfician, in his own vindication, af- 
tured the company, that, except the ufual 
ingredients, he had mixed nothing in 
the foup but fome fal armoniac inftead 
ef the ancient nitrum, which could not 
tow be prucured ; and appealed to the 
myarguis, whether fuch a fuccedaneum 
was not an iniprovement on the witolé. 
The unfortunate petit-maitre, driven to 
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the extremity of his condefeenfion, acs 
knowledged it to be a mafterly refine- 
ment: and deeming himfelf obliged, in 
point of honour, te evince his fertiments 
by his praiice, forced a few more mouths 
fuls of this ditagreeable potion down his 
throat, till his ftomach was fo much 
offended, that he was compelled to ftart 
sup of a fudden; and, in the hurry of 
his elevation, overturned his plate inte’ 
the bofom of the baron, The emer- 
gency of his occafions would not permit 
him to ftay and make apologies for this 
abrupt behaviour ; fo that he flew into 
ancther apartment, where Pickle found 
him puking, and croffing himielf with 
greut devotion; and a chair, at his de- 
fire, being brought to the door, he 
flipped into it more dead than alive, 
conjuring his friend Pickle to make his 
peace with the company, and in parti- 
cular excufe him to the baron, on ac- 
count of the violent fit of iilnefs with 
which he had been feized. It was not 
without reafon that he employed a me- 
diator ; for when our hero returned ta 
the dining-room, the German got up, 
and was under the hands of his own 
lacquey, who w'ped the greafe froma 
- rich embroidered waificoat, while he, 
almott frantick with his misfortune, 
ftamped upon the ground, and in High 
Dutch curfed the unlucky banquet, and 
the impertinent entertaimer, who all this 
time, with great detiberation, confoled 
him for the difafter, by afiuring him, 
that the damage might be repaired 
with fome oi] of turpenine and a hot 
iron. Peregrine, who cculd fearce re- 
frain from laughing in his face, appeaf- 
ed his indignation, by telling him how 
mych the whole company, and efpeci- 
ally the marquis, was mortificd at the 
accident ; and the unhappy falacacabia 
being removed, the places were filled 
with two pies, one of dormice liquored 
with fyrup of white poppies, which the 
do&or had fubftituted in the room of 
toaited poppy-feed, formerly eaten with 
honey, asa defert ; and the other coin- 
pofed of a hock of pork baked in honey. 
Pallet hearing the firft of thefe difhes 
deferibed, lifted up his hands and eyes, 
and with figns of loathing and amaze- 
ment pronounced, ¢ A pye made of dor- 
* mice and fyrup of poppies; Lord in 
‘ heaven! what beaitly fellews thofe 
‘ Romans were!’ His friend checked 
him for his irreverent exclamation with 
a fevere look, and recommended the 


a: . veal, 
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veal, of which he himfelf chearfully eat, 
with fuch encomiuins to the company, 
that the baron refolyed to imitate his ex- 
ample, after having called for a bumper 
of Burgundy, which the phyfician, for 
his fake, withed to have been the true 
wine of Falernum. ‘The painter feeing 
nothing elfe upon the, table which he 
avould venture to touch, made a merit 
of neceffity, and had recourfe to the veal 
alfe; although he could not help faying, 
that he would not give one flice of the 
roait-beef of Old England for all the 
dainties of a Roman emperor’s table. 
But all the dogtor’s invitations and af- 
furances could not prevail upon his 
guefts to honour the hachis and the 
foofe; and that courfe was fuceeded 
dy another, in which he told them were 
‘divers of thofe difhes, which among the 
ancients had obtained the appellation of 
politeles, ommagnificent. ¢ That which 
¢ fmoaks in the middle,’ faid he, * is a 
« fows’s ftomach, filled with’a compo- 
fition of minced pork, hog’s brains, 
eggs, pepper, cloves, garlick, annifeed, 
rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. 
On the right-hand fide are the teats and 
belly of a fow, jutt farrowed. fried 
with fweet wine, oil, flour, lovage, 
and pepper. On the left is a fricaffee 
of fnails, fed, or rather purged, with 
milk. Atthat end next Mr. Pallet 
are fritters of pompicns, lovage, ori- 
ganum, and oil; and here are a couple 
of pullets, roafted and ftuffed im the 
manner of Appicius.’ 
The paiuter, who had by wry faces 
teftified his abhorrence of the fow’s {to- 
mach, which he compared to a bagpipe, 
and the fnails which had undergone pur- 
gation, no fooner heard him mention the 
roafted pullets, than he eagerly folicited 
a wing of the fowl; upon which the 
do&ter defired he would take the trouble 
of cutting them up, anJ accordingly 
fent them round, while Mr. Pallet tuck - 
ed the table-cloth under his chin, and 
brandifhed his knife and fork with fin- 
gular addrefs ; but {carce were they fet 
down before him, when the tears ran 
down his cheeks, and he called aioud, 
in a manifeft diforder, ¢ Z, ds! this 
* is the efience of a whole bed of gar- 
‘lick! That he might not, however, 
difappoint or difgrace the entertainer, 
he applied his inftruments to one of the 
dirds; and when he opened up the ca- 
vity, was aflaulted by fuch an irruption 
ef intolerable fmelis, that, without ftay- 


a na &R me AHR AR HH A HA 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


| 133 
ing to difengage himfelf from the cloth, 
he fprung away, with an exclamation 
of, * Lord Jefus!’ and involved the 
whole table in havock, ruin, and con- 
fufion, - pe 

Before Pickle could actomplifh his 
efcape, he was fauced with a fyrup of 
the dormoutfe-pye, which went te pieces 
in the general wreck; and as for the 
Italian count, he was overwhelmed by 
the fow’s flomach, which burfting in. 
the fall, difcharged it’s contents upor 
his lex and thigh, and fcalded him fe 
milerably, that he thrieked with anguihh, 
and grinned with a’ moft ghaftly and 
horrible afpeét. 

The baron, who fat fecure without 
the vortex of this tumult, was not at 
all difpleafed at feeing his companions 
invoived in fuch a calamity as that which 
he had already thared; but the doctor 
was confounded with fhame and vexa- 
tion. After having prefcribed an appli- 
cation of oil to the count’s leg, he ex- 
preffed his forrow for the mifadventure, 
which he openly afcribed to want of taite 
and prudence in the painter, who did 
not think proper to return, and make 
an’ apology in perfon; and protefted 
that there was nothing in the fowls 
which could give offence toa fenfible 
nofe, the ttufling being a mixture of 
pepper, lovage, and aifa-foetida, and 
the fauce confilting of wine and herring- 
pickle, which he had ufed inttead of the 
celebrated garum of the Romans; that 
famous pickle having been prepared 
fometimes of the fcombri, which were a 
fort of tunny-fifh, and fometimes of the 
flurus, or fhad-fifh: nay, he obferved 
that there was'a third kind, called ga- 
rum hemation, made of the guts, gills, 
and blood of the thynnus. 

The phyfician, finding it would be 
impraticable to re-eftablith the order of 
the banquet, by prefenting again the 
difhes which had been difcompofed, or- 
dered every thing to be removed, a clean 
clcth to be laid, and the defert to be 
brought in. 

Meanwhile, he regretted his incapa- 
City to give them a fpecimen of the alieus, 
or fith meals of the ancients; fuch as 
the jus diabaton, the conger-cel, which, 
in Galen’s opinion, is hard of digeftion ; 
the cornutta, or gurnard, defcribed by 
Pliny in his Natural Hiftory, who fays, 
the horns of many of them were a foot 
and a half in length; the mullet and 
lamprey, that were in the higheft eftima- 
sé a tion 
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tion of old; of which laf Julius Cefar 
borrowed fix thoufand for one trium- 
phal fupper. He obferved, that the 
manner of dreffing them was deicribed 
by Horace, in the account he gives of 
the entertainment to which Maecenas 
was invited by the epicure Nafiedenus. 


é Aer fquillas inter Murena natantes, 
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And told them, that they were com- 
monly eaten with the thus fyriacum, acer- 
tain anodyne. and aftringent feed, which 
qualified the purgative nature of the fith. 
Finally, this learned phyfician gave them 
to under(tand, that though this was rec- 
koned a luxurious difhin the zenith of the 
Roman tafte, it was by no means com- 
parable, in point of expence, to fome 
preparations in vogue about the time of 
that abfurd voluptuary Heliogabalus, 
who ordered the brains of fix hundred 
eftricnes to be compounded in one mefs. 

By this time the defert appeared, and 
the company were not a little rejoiced 
to fee plain olives in falt and water: .but 
what the mafter of the feaft valued him- 
felf upon, was a fort of jelly, which he 
afirmed to be niefecgllle to the hypo- 
trimma of Hefychius, being a mixture 
of vinegar, pickle, and honey, boiled to 
a proper confiftence, and candied affa- 
feetida, which he aflerted, in contradic- 
tion to Aumulbergius and Lifter, was 
no other than the afer fyriacum, {o pre- 
cious, as to be fold among the ancients 
to the weight of a filver-penny. The 
gentleraen took his word for the excel- 
lency of this gum, but contented them- 
felves with the olives, which gave fuch 
an agreeable relifh to the wine, that they 
feemed very well difpofed to confole 
themfelves for the difgraces they had en- 
dured ; and Pickle, unwilling to lofe the 


Jeaft circumfiance of entertainment that. 


could be enjoyed in their company, went 
iu queft of the painter, who remained in 
his penitentials in another apartment, 
and could not be perfuaded to re-enter 
the banqueting-room until Peregrine un- 
dertook to procure his pardon from thofe 
whom he had injured. Having affured 
him of this indulgence, our young gen- 
tleman led him in hke a criminal, bow- 
ing on all hands with an air of humility 
and contrition; and particularly addref- 
fing himfelf to the count, to whom he 
{wore in Englifh, as God was his Savi- 
our, he had no intent to affront man, 
woman, or child; but was fain to make 
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to make the beft of his way, that he 
might not give the honourable company 
caufe of offence, by obeying the dictates 
of nature in their prefence. 

_ When Pickle interpreted this apology 
to the Italian, Pallet was forgiven in 
very polite terms, and even received into 
favour by his friend. the doétor, in con- 
fequence of our hero’s interceflion: fo 
that all the guefts forgot their chagrin, 
and paid their refpeéts {o pioufly to the 
bottle, that in a fhort time the Cham- 
paigne produced very evident effects in 
the behaviour of all prefent. 


e 


CH AP... XI. 
THE PAINTER IS PERSUADED T@ 
ACCOMPANY PICKLE TO A MAS- 
QUERADE IN WOMAN’S APPA- 
REL; IS ENGAGED IN A TROU- 
BLESOME ADVENTURE, AND 
WITH HIS COMPANION CONVEY- 
ED TO THE BASTILE. 


HE painter, at the requeft of 

Pickle, who had a defign upon 
the count’s fenfe of hearing, tavoured 
the company with the fong of Bumper 
Squire Jones, which yielded infinite fa- 
tisfagtion to the baron; but afteéted the 
delicate ears of the Italian in fuch a 


> manner, that his features exprefied afto- 


nifhment and difquiet; and by his fud- 
den and repeated journies to the door, 
it plainly appeared, that he was in the 
fame predicament with thofe who, as ° 
Shakefpeare obferves, when the bagpipe 
fings in the nofe, cannot contain their 
urine for affection. 

With a view, therefore, of vindicat- 
ing mufick from fuch a barbarous tafte, 
Mr. Pallet had no fooner performed his 
tafk, than the count honoured his friends 
with fome favourite airs of his own 
country, which he warbled with infinite 
grace and expreffion, though they had 
not energy iufficient to engage the at- 
tention of the German, who fell fait 
afleep upon his couch, and {nored fo 
loud, as to interrupt and totally annul 
this ravifhing entertainment; fo that 
they were fain to have recourfe again to 
the glafs, which made fuch innovation 
upon the brain of the phyfician, that he 
fung divers odes of Anacyeon to a tune 
of his own compofing, and held forth 
upon the mufick and recitative of the 
ancients with great erudition; while 
Le i Pallet, 
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Pallet, having found means to make the 
Italian acquainted with the nature of 
his profeffion, harangued upon painting 
with wonderful volubility, in a language 
which (it was well for his own credit) 
the ftranger did not underftand. 

At length the doétor was feized with 
fuch a qualm, that he begged Peregririe 
to lead him to his chamber; and the 
baron being waked, retired with the 


count. * 


Peregrine being rendered frolickfome 
with the wine he had drank, propofed 
that he and Pallet fhould go to a maf- 
querade, which he recolleéted was to be 
given that night. The painter did not 
want curiofity and inclination to accom- 
pany him, but exprefled his apprehen- 
fion of lofing him in the ball; an acci- 
dent which could not fail to be very dif- 
agreeable, as he was an utter ftranger 
to the language and the town. To 
obviate this objection, the landlady, who 
was of their council, advifed him to ap- 

ear in a woman’s drefs, which would 
a3 his companion under the neceffity of 
attending him with more care, as he 
could not with decency detach himfelf 
from the lady whom he fhould intro- 
duce; befides, fuch a fuppofed connec - 
tion would hinder the ladies of pleafure 
from accofting, and employing their fe- 
ducing arts upon a perfon already en- 
gaged. ‘ 

Our young gentleman, forefeeing a- 
bundance of diverfion in the execution 
of this project, feconded the propofal 
with fuch importunity and addrefs, that 
the painter allowed himfelf to be habited 
in afuit belonging to the landlady, who 
alfo procured for him a mafk of domino, 
while Pickle provided himfelf with a 
Spanifh drefs. In this difguife, which 
they put on about eleven o'clock, did 
they, attended by Pipes, fet out in a 
facre for the ball-room, into which 
Pickle led this fuppofititious female, to 
the aftonifhment of the whole company, 
who had never feen fuch an uncouth 
figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a full view of all 
the remarkable mafques, and the painter 
had been treated with a glafs of liquor, 
his mifchieyous companion gave him 
the flip, and vanifhing in an inftant, 
returned with another mafk and a do- 
mino ower his habit, that he might en- 
joy Palletis perplexity, and be at hand 
£9 protect him from infult. ‘ 

The poer painter having loft his 
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guide, was almoft diftrafted with anx- 
1éty, anid ftalked about the room, in 
quett of him, with fuch huge ftrides and 
oddity of gefture, that he was followed 
by awhole multitude, who gazed at him 
asa preternatural phenomenon. This 
attendance increafed his ‘uneafinefs to 
fuch a degree, that he could not help 
uttering a foliloquy aloud, in which he 
curfed his fate for havmg depended up- 
on the promife of fuch a wag; and 
fwore, that if once he was clear of this 
f{crapey he would not bring himfelf into 
fuch a premunire again for the whole . 
kingdom of France. . 

Divers petit-maitres underftanding 
the mafque was a foreigner, who, in all 
probability. could not fpeak French, 
made up to him in their turns, in order 
to difplay their wit and addrefs, and 
teized him with feveral arch queftions, 
to which he made no other an{wer than, 
* No parly Francy. Damn your chat- 
* tering! Go about your bufinefs, can’t 
* ye?” Among the mafques was a noble- 
man, who began to be very free with the 
fuppofed lady, and attempted to plunge - 
a into her bofom: but the pain- 
ter Avas too modeft to fuffer fuch inde- 
cent treatment; and when the gallant 
vepeated his eiforts in a manner ftill 
more indelicate, lent him fuch a box on 
the ear, as made the lights dance be- 
fore him, and created fuch a fulpicion 
of Pallet’s fex, that the Frenchman 
{wore he was either a male or herma- 
phrodife, and infifed upon a ferutiny, 
for the fake of his own honour, with 
fuch obftinacy of refentment, that the 
fictitious nymph was in imminent dan- 
ger, not only of being expofed, but alfo 
of undergoing fevere chaftifement, for 
having made fo free with the prince’s 
ear; when Peregrine, who -faw and 
over-heard every thing that paffed, 
thought it was high time to interpofe; 
and accordingly, afferted his pretenfions 
to the infulted lady, who was overjoyed, 
at this proof of his proteétion. 

The affronted gallant perfevered in 
demanding to know who the was, and 
our hero as ftrenuoufly refufed to give 
him that fatisfa&ion: fo that high 
words enfued; and the prince threaten- 
ing to punifh his infolence, the young 
gentleman, who was not fuppofed to 
know his quality, pointed to the place 
where his own fword ufed to hang, and 
{napping his finger’s in his face, laid 


hold en the painter’s arm, and led him 


te 
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to another part of the rooin, leaving his 
antigonift to the meditations of his own 
revenge, c 

Pallet having chid his conductor for 
his barbarous defertion, made him ac- 
quainted with the difficulty in which he 
had been involved, and flatly telling 
him, he would not put it in his power to 
give him the flip again, held fait by his 
arm during the remaining part of the 
entertainment, to the no {mall diver- 
fion of the company, whofe attention 
was altogether engroffed in the contem- 
plation of fuch an aukward, ungainly, 
ftalking apparition. At lait, Pickle be- 
ing tired of exhibiting this rayee-fhew, 
complied with the repzated defires of his 
eompanion, and handed her into the 
coach; which he hinfelf had no fooner 


entered, than they were furrounded by ° 


a file of mufqueteers, commanded by 
an exempt, who ordering the coach- 
door to.be be opened, teok his place 
with great deliberation, while one of 
his detachment mounted the box, in 
order to dire& the driver. 


Peregrine at once conceived the mean- 


ing of this arreit, and it was well for 


him that he had no weapon wherewith, 


to ftand upon his defence; for fuch was 
the impetuoiity and rafhnefs of his tem- 


per, that had he been armed, he would. 


have run all rifks rather than furrender 
himfelf to any odds whatever; but Pal- 
lct imagining that the officer was fome 
gentleman who had mittaken their car- 
riage for his own, defired his friend to 
undeceive the ftranger; and when he 
was informed of the real ftate of their 
condition, his knees began to fhake, his 
teeth to chatter, and he uttered a moft 
doleful lamentation, importing his fear 
of being carried to fome hideous dun- 
geon of the Baftile, where he fhould 
ipend the reft of his days in mifery and 
horror, and never fee the light of God’s 
fun, nor the face of a friend; but perith 
in a foreign land, far removed from his 
family and conneétions. Pickle damned 
him for his pufillanimity, and the exempt 
hearing a lady bemoaning herfelf fo pi- 
teoufly, expreffed his mortification at 
being the inftrument of giving her fuch 
pain, and endeavoured to confole them, 
by reprefenting the lenity of the French 
government, and the fingular generofity 
of the prince, by whofe order they were 
apprehended. 

Peregrine, whofe diferetion fecmed to 
forfake him on all fuch eccafions, ex- 
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claimed with great bitternefs againft the 
arbitrary adminiftration of France, and 
inveighed with many expreflions of con- 
tempt againft the character of the of- 
fended prince, whofe refentment, far 
from being noble, he faid, was pitiful, 
ungenerous, and unjuft. To this re- 
monftrance the officer made no reply, 
but fhrugged up his fhoulders in filent 
aftonifhment at the bardiefe of the pri- 
foner, and the fiacre was jult on the 
point of fetting out, when they-heard 
the noife of a {cufile at the back of the 
coach, and the voice of Tom Pipes, 
pronouncing, ¢ Pll be damn’d if Ido!” 
This trufty attendant had been defired 
by one of the guard to defcend from his 
{tation in the rear, but as he refolved te 
fhare his mafter’s fate, he took no no- 
tice of their intreaties, until they were 
feconded by force; and that he endea- 
voured to repel with his heel, which he 
applied with fuch energy to the jaws of 
the foldier who firft came in contaét 
with him, that they emitted a crafhing 
found like a dried walnut between the 
grinders of a templar in the’pit. Ex- 
afperated at this outrage, the other fa- 
luted Tom’s potteriors with his bayonet, 
which incommoded him fo much, that 
he could no longer keep his poft, but, 
leaping upon the ground, gave his an- 
tagonift a chuck under the chin, and 
Jaid him upon his back, and then fkip- 
ping over him with infinite agility, ab- 
fconded among the crowd of. coaches, 
till he faw the guard mount before and 
behind upon his matter’s fiacre, which 
no fooner fet forward thar he followed 
at a {mall diftance, to reconnoitre the ' 
place where Peregrine fhould be con- 
fined. 

After having proceeded flowly through 
many windings and turnings to a part 
of Paris, in which Pipes was an utter 
ftranger, the coach fiopped at a great 
gate, with a wicket in the middle, which 
being opened at the approach of the car- 
riage, the prifoners were admitted, and 
the guard retuining with the fiacre, 
Tom determined to watch in that place 
all night, that in the morning he might 
make {uch obfervations as might be con- 
ducive to the enlargement of his matter. 
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BY THE FIDELITY OF PIPES, JOL~ 
TER IS INFORMSD OF HIS PU- 
 *PIL’s: 
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PIL’s FATE. CONFERS WITH THE 
PHYSICIAN. APPLIES TO THE 
AMBASSADOR, WHO WITH GREAT 
DIFFICULTY OBTAINS THE DIS- 
CHARGE OF THE PRISONERS, ON 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 


"Ee plan he executed notwith- 
ftanding the pair of his wound, 
and the queftions a, the city guard both 
horfe and foot, té which he could make 
ho other anfwer than, © Axglois, Anglois! 
and as foon as it was light, taking an 
accurate furvey of the caftle (for fuch 
it feerned to be) into which Peregrine 
and Pallet liad heen conveyed, together 
with it’s fituation in refpect to the river, 
he went home to*the lodgings, and 
waking Mr. Jolter, gave him an account 
of the adventure. ‘he governor wrung 
his hands in the utmoft grief and con- 
fternation, when he heard this unfor- 
tunate piece of news; hedid not doubt 
that his pupil was imprifoned in the 
Baftile for life; and in the anguifh of 
his apprehenfion, curfed the day on 
which he had undertaken to fuperintend 
the conduét of fuch an imprudent young 
man, who had by reiterated infults pro- 
voked the vengeance of fuch a mild 
forbearing adminiftration. That he 
might not, however, neglect any means 
in his power toextricate him from his pre- 
fent misfortune, he difpatched Thomas 


to the doctor, with an account of his. 


tompanion’s fate, that they might join 
their intere(t in behalf of the captives; 
and the phyfician being informed of what 
had happened, immediately dreffed him- 
felf, and repaired to Jolter, whom he 
accofted in thefe words. * Now, Sir, I 
© hope you are convinced of your error, 
in afferting that oppreffion can never 
be the effeét of arbitrary power. Such 
a calamity as this could never have 
happened under the Athenian demo- 
eracy: nay, even when the tyrant 
Piliftratus got pofleflion of that com- 
monwealth, he durft not venture to 
rule with. fuch’ abfolute and unjuft 
dominion. You fhall fee now that 
Mr. Pickle and my friend Pallet will 
fall a facrifice to the tyranny of law- 
lefs power; and in my opinion we 
fhall be acceffary to the ruin of this 
poor enflaved people, if we beftir our- 
felyes in demanding or implcring 
the releafe of our unhappy country- 
men; as we may thereby prevent the 
cammilfion of a flagrant crime, whieh 
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would fill up the vengeance of Hea. 
ven againft the perpetrators, and per- 
haps be the means of reftoring a 
whole hation to the unfpeakable frui- 
tion of freedom. , For my own part, 
I thould rejoice to fee the Blood of my 
father {pilt in fuch a glorious caufe, 
provided fuch a viétim would furnifi 
me with the opportunity of diffolving 
the chains of flavery, and vindicating 
that liberty which is the birth-right 
of man. Then would my name 
be immortalized among the patriot 
‘heroes of antiquity, and my memory, 
like that of Harmodius and Ariftogi- 
ton, be honoured by ttatues erected 
at the publick expence.” This rhap- . 
fody, which was, delivered with great 
emphafis and agitation, gave. fo much 
oftence to Jolter, that without {peaking 
one word, he retired in great wrath to 
his own chamber, and the republican re- 
turned to his lodging, in dul! hope of his 
prognoftick being verified in the death 
and deftruétion of Peregrine and the 
painter, which muft give -rife to fome 
renowned revolution, wherein he him- 
felf would a& a principal part. But 
the governor, whofe imagination was 
fot quite fo warm and prolifick, went 
direétly to the ambaffador, whom he in- 
forméd of his pupil's fituation, and be- 
fought to interpofe with the French mi- 
niftry, that he and the other Britith fub- 
jet might obtain their liberty. : 
His excellency afked if Jolter could 
guefs at the caufe of his imprifonment, 
that he might be the better prepared to 
vindicate or excufe his conduét; but 
neither he nor Pipes could give the 
finalleft hint of intelligence on that fub- 
ject; though he furnifhed himfelf from | 
‘Tom’s own mouth with a circumftan- 
tial account of the manner in which his 
matter had been arrefted, as well as of 
his own behaviour, and the difafter he 
had received on that occafion. His 
lordfhip never doubted that Pickle had 
brought this calamity upon himfelf by 
fome unlucky prank he had played at 
the mafquerade ; efpecially when he un- 
derftood that the young gentleman had 
drank freely in the afternoon, and been 
fo whimfical as to go thither with a man 
in woman’s apparel: and he that fame 
day-waited on the French minifter, ia 
full confidence of obtaining his dif- 
charge; but met with more difficulty 
than he exp¢éted, the court of France 
being extremely punétilious im every 
’ S thing 
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vhing that concerns a prince of the blood. 
The ambaffador was therefore obliged 
to talk in very high terms, and though 
the prefent circumftances of the French 
politicks would not allow them to fall 
out with the Britifh adminiftration for 
trifles, all the favour he could pro- 
cure, was a promife that Pickle fhould 
be fet at liberty, provided he would afk 
pardon of the prince to whom he had 
given offence. His excellency thought 
this was but a reafonable condefcenfion, 
fuppofing Peregrine to have been in the 
wrong; and Jolter was admitted to him 
in order to communicate’ and reinforce 
his lordfhip’s advice, which was, that he 
fhould comply with the terms propofed. 
The governor, who did not enter this 
gloomy fortrefs without fear and trem- 
bling, found. his pupil in a difmal 
apartment, void of all furniture but a 
{tool and truckle-bed. The moment he 
was admitted, he perceived the youth 
whiftling with great unconcern, and 
working with his pencil at the bare 
wall, on which he had delineated a lu- 
dicrous figure labelled with the name of 
the nobleman whom he had affronted, 


and an Englifh maftiff with his leg lifted 


up, in the attitude of making water in 
his fhoe. He had been even fo pre- 
tumptuous as to explain the device with 
fatirical infcriptions in the French Jan- 
guage, which when Jolter perufed, his 
hair ftood on end with affright. The 
very turnkey was confounded and over- 
awed by the boldnefs of his behaviour, 
which he had never feen matched by 
any inhabitant of that place; and aétu- 
ally joined his friend in perfuading him 
to fubmit to the eafy demand of the mi- 
nifter. But our hero, far from em- 
bracing the counfel of this advocate, 
handed him to the door with great cere- 
mony, and difiniffed him with a kick 
on the breech; and to all the fupplica- 
tions, and even tcars of Jolter, made 


no other reply, than that he would ftoop - 


to no condef{cenfion, becaufe he had com- 
mitted no crime; but wauld leave his 
cafe to the cognizance and exertion of 
the Britifh court, whofe duty it was to 
fee juftice done to it's own fubjeéts: he 
defired, however, that Pallet, who was 
confined in another place, might avail 
himfelf of his own difpofition, which 
tas fufficiently pliable. But when the 
governor defired to fee his fellow-prifon- 
er, the turnkey gave him to underftand 
thathe had received no orders relating 
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to the lady, and therefore could not ad- 
mit him into her apartment; though he 
was complaifant enough to tell him that 
fhe feemed very much mortified at her 
confinement, and at certain times be- 
haved as if her brain was not a little 
difordered. Jolter thus baffled in all 
his endeavours, quitted the Baftile with 
a heavy heart, and reported his fruitlefs 
negociation to the ambaffador, wha 
could not help breaking forth into fome 
acrimonious expreffions againft the ob. 
ftinacy and infolence of the young man, 
who, he faid, deferved to fuffer for his 
folly. Neverthelefs, he did not defit 
from his reprefentations to the French 
miniftry, which he found fo unyield- 
ing, that he was obliged to threaten in 
plain terms, to make it a national con- 
cern, and not only write to his court for 
inftructions, but even advife the coun- 
cil to make reprifals, and fend fome 
French gentlemen in London to the 
Tower. 

This intimation had an effect upon 
the miniftry at Verfailles, who rather 
than run the nfk of incenfing a people 
whom it was neither their intereft nor 
inclination to difoblige, confented to 
difcharge the offenders, on condition 
that they fhould leave Paris in three 
days after their enlargement. This pro- 
pofal was readily agreed to by Pere- 
grine, who was now a little more traGt- 
able, and heartily tired of being cooped 
up in fuch an uncomfortable abode, for 
the fpace of three long days, without 
any fort of communication or entertain- 
ment, but that which his own-imagina- 
tion fuggefted. 


CHAP. XIII. 


PEREGRINE MAKES HIMSELF MER- 
RY AT THER EXPENCE OF THE 
PAINTER, WHO CURSES HIS 
LANDLADY, AND BREAKS WITH 

_ THE DOCTOR. 


S he could eafily conceive the fitu- 
ation of his companion in adver- 

fity, he was unwilling to leave the 
place, until he had reaped fome diver- 
jion from his diftrefs; and with that 
view repaired to the dungeon of the af- 
flicted painter, to which he had by this 
time free accefs. When he entered, the 
firft objeét that prefented itfelf to his eye, 
was io uncommonly ridiculous, that he 
a , cond 
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could fearce preferve that gravity of 
countenance which he had affetted in 
order to execute the joke he had planned. 
The forlorn Pallet fat upright in his 
bed, in a difhabille that was altogether 
extraordinary. He had laid afide his 
monftrous hoop, together with his ftays, 
gown, and petticoat; wrapped his lap- 
pets about his head by way of night- 
cap, and wore his domino as a loofe 
morning-drefs ; his grizzled locks hung 
down about his lack-luftre eyes and 
tawney neck, in all the diforder of neg- 
ligence; his grey beard briftled about 
half an inch, through the remains of 
the paint with which his vifage had been 
bedaubed ; and every feature of his face 
was lengthened to the moft ridiculous 
expreflion of grief and difmay. Seeing 
Peregrine come in, he ftarted up ina 
fort of frantick extafy, and running to- 
wards him with open arms, no foonér 
perceived the woeful appearance into 
which our hero had modelled his phy- 
fiognomy, than he ftopped fhort all of 
a fudden, and the joy which had begun 
to take poffeffion of his heart, was in a 
moment difpelled by the moft rueful pre- 
fages; fo that he ftood in a moft ludi- 
crous pofture of dejection, like a male- 
factor at the Old Bailey, when fentence 
is about to be pronounced. Pickle tak- 
ing him by the hand, heaved a profound 
figh ; and after having protetted that he 
was extremely mortified at being pitched 
upon as the meffenger of bad news, told 
him, with an air of fympathy and infi- 
nite concern, that the French court hav- 
ing difcovered his fex, had refolved, in 
confideration of the outrageous indigni- 
ty he offered in publick to a prince of 
the blood, to detain him in the Baftile 
a prifoner for life: and that this fen- 
tence was a mitigation obtained by the 
importunities of the Britifh ambaffador ; 
the punifhment ordained by law be- 
ing no other than breaking alive upon 
the wheel. Thefe tidings aggravated 
the horrors of the painter to fuch a de- 
gree, that he roared aloud, and skipped 
about the rooin in all the extravagance 
of diftraGtion; taking God and man 
to witnefs, that he would rather fuifer 
immediate death than endure one year’s 
Imprifonment in fuch a hideous place ; 
and curfing the hour of his birth, and 
the moment on which he departed from 
his own country. ‘ For my own part,’ 
faid his tormentor, in a hypocritical 
tone, ‘I was obliged to fwallew the 
« q c 
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* bitter pill of making fubmiffions to 
‘ the prince; who, as I had not pre- 
* fumed to ftrike him, received acknow- 
‘ Jedgments ; in confequence of which, 
‘ I thall be this day fet at liberty, and 
* there is even one expedient left for the 
* recovery of your rectieha Its, I 


© own, a difagreeable remedy, bat ‘one 


* had better undergo a little mortifica~ 


© tion, than be for ever wretched. Be- 


‘ fides, upon fecond thoughts, I begin 
© to imagine, that you will not, for 
* fuch a trifle, facrifice yourfelf to the 
* unceafing horrors of a folitary dun- 
* geon ; efpecially as your condefcenfion 
‘ will, in all probability, be attended 
‘ with advantages which you could not 
* otherwife enjoy.’ Pallet interrupting 
him with great eagernefs, begged, for 
the love of God, that he would no 
longer keep him in the torture of fuf- 
penie, but mention that fame remedy, 
which he was refolved to {wallow, let 
it be never fo unpalatable. . 
. Peregrine, having thus played upon 
his valfions of fear and hope, anfwered, 
that as the offence was committed in 
thé habit of a woman, which was a 
difguife unworthy of the other fex, the 
French court was of opinion that the 
delinquent fhould be reduced to the neu- 
ter gender; fo that there was an alter- ° 
native at his own option, by which he 
had it in his power to regain immediate 
freedom. § What!” cried the painter, 
in defpair, ‘ become a finger? Gad- 
‘ zooks! and the devil, and all that ! 
© Vil rather lie ftill where I am, and let 
‘ myfelf be devoured by vermin.” Then 
thruiting out his throat, ‘Here is my 
‘ windpipe,’ faid he; ‘ be fo good, my 
dear friend, as to give it a flice or 
two; if you don't, I thall one of 
thefe days be found dangling in my 
garters. What an unfortunate rafcal 
I am! What a blockhead, and a 
beaft, and a fool was I, to truit my- 
félf among fuch a barbarous rufhan 
race? Lord forgive you, Mr. Pickle, 
for having been the iminediate caufe 
of my difaiter; if you had ftood by 
me from the beginning, according to 
your promife, I {hould not have been 
teized by that coxcomb who has 
brought me to this pafs. And why 
did [ put on this damn‘d unlucky 
drefs? Lard curfe that chattering Je- 
zabel of a landlady, who advifed fuch 
‘a prepotterous difguife! a difzuife 
¢ which hath not only brought me to 
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this pafs, but alfo rendered me abo- 
minable to myfelf, and frightful to 
others; for when I this morning fig- 
nified to the turnkey, that I wanted 
to be thaved, he looked at my beard 
with aftonifhment, and crofling hin- 
felf, muttered his pater-nolter, be- 
lieving me (I fuppofe) to be a witch, 
or fomething worle. And Heaven con- 
found that loathfome banquet of the 
ancients, which provoked me to drink 
too freely, that I mightswath away 
the tafte of that accurfed fillikicaby!" 
Our young gentleman, having heard 
his lamentation to an end, excufed 
himfelf for his conduét, by reprefenting 
that he could not poffibly forefee the dif- 
aereeable confequences that attended it; 
and in the mean time, ftrenuoufly coun- 
felled him to fubmit to the terms of this 
enlargement. He obferved, that he was 
now arrived at that time of life, when 
the lutts of the flehh fhould be entirely 
mortified within him, and his greateft 
concern ought to be the health of his 
foul, to which nothing could more ef- 
fectually contribute than the amputa- 
tion which was propofed : that his body, 
as well as his mind, would profit by 
the change, becaufe he would have no 
dangerous appetite to gratify, and no 
carnal thoughts to divert him from the 
duties of his profeffion; and his voice, 
which was naturally {weet, would im- 
prove to fuch a degree, that he would 
captivate the ears of all the people of 
fafhion and tafte, and ina little time be 
celebrated under the appellation of the 
Englith Senefino, : : 
Thefe arguments did nct fail to make 
impreflion upon the painter, who, ne- 
verthelefs, ftarted two objeétions to his 
compliance; namely, the difgrace cf 
the punifhment, and the dread of his 
wife. Pickle undertook to obviate thefe 
difficulties, by affuring him, that the 
fentence would be executed fo privately, 
as never to tranfpire; and that his wife 
could not be fo unconfcionable, after 
fo many years of cohabitation, as to 
take exceptions. to an expedient, by 
which fhe would not only enjoy the 
coriverfation of her hufoand, but even 
the fruits of thofe talents which the 
knifé wQuid fo remarkably refine. 
Pallet ‘fhook his head at his laft re- 
monftrante, as if he thought it would 
not be altogether convincing to his 
fpoute ; but yielded to the propoful, 
yrovided her confent could be obtained, 
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Juft as he fignified this condefcenfioa, 
the gaoler entered, and addreffing him- 
felf to the fuppofed lady, expreffed hig 
fatisfaction in having the honour to tell 
her, that fhe was no longer a prifoner. 
As the painter did not underitand one 
word of what he faid, Peregrine under- 
took the office of intepreter, and made 
his friend believe, the gaoler’s fpeech 
was no other than an intimation, that 
the miniftry had fent a furgeon to exe- 
cute what was propofed, and that the 


inftruments and drefiings were prepared 


in ‘the next room. Alarmed and terri- 
fied at this fudden appointment, he flew 
to the other end of the room, and {natch - 
ing up an earthen chamber-pot, whick 
was the only offenfive weapon in the 
place, put himéelf in a pofture of defi- 
ance, and with many oaths threatened 
to try the temper of the barber's fkull, 
if he fould ‘prefume to fet his nofe 
within the apartment. © ~ 
* The gaoler, who little expeéted fuch a 
reception, concluded that the poor gen- 
tlewoman had agtually loft her wits, and 
retreated with precipitation, leaving the 
door open as he went out. Upon which 
Pickle, gathering up the particulars of. 
his drefs with great difpatch, crammed 
them into Pallet’s arms, and ‘taking no- 
tice that now the coaft was clear, exhort- 
ed him to follow his footfteps to the gate, 
where a hackney-coach ftood for his re- 
ception. There being no time for hefi- 
tation, the painter took his advice, and 
without quitting the ‘utenfil, which in 
his hurry he forgot to lay down, fallied 
out in the rear of our hero, with all that 
wildnefs of terror and impatience which 
may be reafonably fuppoted to take pof- 
feflion of a man who flies from perpe- 
tual imprifonment. Such was the tu- 
mult of his agitation, that his faculty of 
thinking was for the prefent utterly over- 
whelmed, and he faw no object but ‘his 
conduétor, whom he followed by a fort 
of inftinétive impulfe, without regarding 
the keepers -and centinels, who, as hé 
pafled with his cloaths under one arm, 
and his chamber-pot brandifhed above 
his head, were confounded, and even 
difmayed, at the ftrange apparition. 
During the whole courte of this ir- 
ruption, he ceafed not to cry with great 
vociferation, ‘ Drive, coachman ! drive, 
‘in the name of God!’ And the car- 
riage had’ proceeded the length of a 
whole fireet, before he manifefled the 
Jeatt fign of refleGion, but stared like 
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the Gorgon's head, with his mouth wide 
ppen, and each particular hair crawling 
and twining like an animated ferpent. 
‘At length, however, he began to reco- 
ver the the yfe of his fenfes, and afked 
if Peregrine thought him now out of 


‘unrelenting wag, not yet fatisfied with 
the affliftion he had impofed upon 
the fufferer, anfwered with an air of 
doubt and concern, that he hoped they 
would not be overtaken, and prayed to 
God they might not be retarded by a 
ftop of carriages. Pallet fervently join- 
ed in this fupplication; and they ad- 
vanced a few yards farther, when the 
noife of a cogch at full’ {peed behind 
them invaded their ears; and Pickle 
having looked out of the window, with- 
drew his head in feeming confufion, 
and exclaimed.-* Lord have mercy up- 
‘on us! J wifh that may not be a 
© guard fent after us. Methinks I faw 
$ the muzzle of a fufil fticking out of 


¢ the coach.’’ The painter hearing thefe . 


tidings, that inftant thruft himfelf half 
out at the window, with his helmet {till 
in his hand, bellowing to the coach- 
man as loud as he could roar, ‘ Drive! 
¢ damn you, drive! to the gates of Je- 


© richo, and ends of theearth! Drive! 


§ you raggamuffin, you rafcallion, you 
¢ hell-hound! drive us to the pit of 


. © hell, rather than we fhould be taken!” 


Such a phantom could not pafs, with- 
out attracting the curiofity of the people, 
who ran to their doors and windows, in 
order to behold this objet of admira- 
tion. With the fame view that coach, 
which was fuppofed to be in purfuit of 
him, ftopped juft as the windows of 
each happened to be oppofite; and Pal- 
tet looking behind, and feeing three men 
ftanding upon the foot- board armed with 
canes, which his fear converted into fu- 
fils, never doubted that his friend’s fu- 
fpicion was juft; but, fhaking his jor- 
dan at the imaginary guard, {wore he 
would fooner die than part with his pre- 
cious ware. The owner of the coach, 
who was a nobleman of the firft quali- 
ty, mifteok him for fome unhappy wo- 
man deprived of her fenfes ; and order- 
ing his coachman to proceed, convinced 
the fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this 
was no inore than a falfe alarm. He 
was not, for all that, freed from anxiety 
and trepidation ; but our young gentle- 
man, fearing his brain would not bear 
a repetition of the fame joke, permitted 


i, 


Mie {creamed aloud, and 


This, 


1 Ad 
him to gain his own lodgings witho 

Gos coollten. ore: nf 

His landlady meeting him on the fair, 

was fo affected at his appearance, that 

eam herfelf 

to flight ; while he, curfing her with 


great bitternefs, ruthed into the apart- 


ment with the dogtor ; who, inftcad of 
receiving him with cordial embraces, . 
and congratulating him upon his deli« 
verance, gave evident tokens of umbrage 
and difcontent; and even plainly told 
him, he hoped to have heard that he 
and Mr. Pickle had aéted the glorious 
part of Cato; an event which would 
have laid the foundation of fuch noble 
ftruggles, as could,not fail to end in 
happinefs and freedom ; and that he had 
already made fome progrefs in an ode 
that would have injmortalized their 

names, and in{pired the flame of liberty 

in every honeft breaft. ‘ There,’ faid 
he, § I would have proved, that great 
talents, and high fentiments of hber- 
ty, do reciprocally produce and affift 
each other; and illuftrated my affer- 
tions with fuch notes and quotations 

from the Greek writers, as would have 
opened the eyes of the moft blind and 

unthinking, and touched the moft ¢al- 

lous and obdurate heart. O fool! to 
think the man, whofe ample mind: 
mufi grafp vehatever yonder flars fur- 

wey.—-Pray, Mr. Pallet, what is your 
opinion of that image of the mind’s 

grafping the whole univerfe? For my 
own part, I cannot help thinking, it 
the moft happy conception that ever 
entered my imagination.” 

The painter, who was not fuch a 

flaming enthufiaft in the caufe of liberty, 

could not brook the doétor’s reflections, 

which he thought favoured a little too 

much of indifference and deficiency in 

point of private friendfhip;, and there- 

fore feized the prefent opportunity of 
mortifying his pride, by obferving, that 
the image was, without all doubr, very 

grand and magnificent; but that he had 

been obliged for the idea to Mr. Bayes, 

in the Rehearfal, who values himfelf 
upon the fame figure, conveyed in thefe 
words, ‘ But all thefe clouds, when by 
‘ the eye of reafon graip'd,, &c. Up- 

on any other occafion, the painter would 


*~ 
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“have triumped greatly in tnis deteftion; 


but fuch was the flutter and contufion 
of his {pirits, under the apprehenfion of 
sing retaken, that without farther com- 
munication, he retreated to his own 
rooin, 
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‘room, in order to refume his own drefs, 
which he hoped would alter his appear- 
ance in fuch a manner, as to bafile all 
Pearch and examination; while the phy- 
fician remained afhamed and abafhed, to 
find himfelf convigted of bombait by a 
-perfon of fuch contemptible talents. He 
‘was offended ‘at this proof of his me- 
mory, and fo much enraged at his pre- 
famption in’exhibiting it, that he could 
never forgive his want of reverence, and 
took’ every opportunity of expofing his 
ignorance and folly in the fequel. In- 
deed, the ties of private affection were 
too weak to engage the heart of this re- 
publican, whole zeal for the community 
had entirely fwallowed up his concern 
for individuals. He looked upon par- 
ticular friendfhip as a paffion unworthy 
of his ample foul, and was a profeffed 
wdmirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, 
and thofe later patriots of the fame name, 
who fhut their ears againft the cries of 
wature, and refifted all the dictates of 
gratitude and humanity. 


CHAP. XIV. 


PALLET CONCEIVES AN HEARTY 
CONTEMPT FOR HIS FELLOW- 
TRAVELLER, AND ATTACHES 
HIMSELF TO PICKLE, WHO NE- 
VERTHELESS PERSECUTES HIM 
WITH HIS MISCHIEVOUS TA- 
LENT UPON THE ROAD TO FLANS 
DERS. 


N the mean time, his companion 

having employed divers pails full of 
water, in cleanfing himfelf from the 
fqualor of a jail, fubmitted his tace to 
the barber, tinged his eye- brows with a 
fable hue, and being dreffed in his own 
cloaths, yentured to vifit Peregrine, who 
was ftill under the hands of his valet de 
chambre, and who gave him to under- 
ftand, that his efcape had been connived 
at, and that the condition of. their de- 
liverance was their departure from Paris 
in three days. 

The painter was tranfported with joy, 
when he'learned that he ran wo rifque of 
being retaken; and far from repining at 
the terms of his enlargement, would 
have willingly fet out on his return to 
England that fame afternoon; for the 
Baitile had made fach an imprefhion up- 
oh him, that he farted at the found of 
every coach, and turned pale at fight 
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of a Fresich foldiet. In the fullnefs of 
his heart, he complained cf the do&tor’s 
indifference, and related what had pafs- 
ed at their meeting with evident marks 
of refentment and difrefpe&t ; which were 
not at all diminifhed, when Jolter in- 
formed him of the phyfician’s behaviour 


‘when he fent for him, to confer about 


the means of abridging their confine- 
ment. Pickle himfelf was incented at 
his want of bowels, and perceiving how 
much he had funk in the opinion of his 
fellow-traveller, refolved to encourage 
thefe fentiments of difguft, and occa- 
fionally foment the divifion to a down- 
right quarrel, which he fcrefaw would 
produce fome diverfion, and perhaps ex- 
pofe the poet’s charaéter in fuch a light, 
as would effediually punifh him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. W5th this 
view, he levelled feveral fatirical jokes 
at the dogtor’s pedantry and want of 
tafte, which had appeared fo con{picu- 
cus in the quotaticns he had got b 

heart, from ancient authors, in his af 
fected difdain of the beft pi€tures in the 


‘world; which, had he been endowed 


with the leaft fhare of difcernment, he 
could not have beheld with fuch infen- 
fibility ; and laftly, in his ridiculous 
banquet, which none but an egregious 
coxcomb, devoid of allelgance and fenfe, 
would have prepared, or prefented to ra- 
tional beings. In a word, our young 
gentleman played the artillery of his wit 
againft him with fuch fuccefs, that the 
painter feemed to wake from a dream, 
and went home with the moft hearty con- 
tempt for the perfon he had formerly 
adored. ; 

Inflead of ufing the privilege of a 
friend, to enter his apartment without 
ceremony, he fent in his feryant with a 
meflage, importing, that he intended to 
fet out from Paris next day, in compa- 
ny with Mr. Pickle, and defiring to 
know whether or not he was, or would 
be prepared for the journey. “The doc- 
tor, ftruck with the manner, as well as 
the matter, of this intimation, went im- 
mediately to Pallet’s room, and demand- 
ed to know the caufe of fuch a fudden 
determination, without his privity or 
concurrence; and when he underftood 
the neceffity of their affairs, rather than 
travel by him(elf, he ordered his bag- 
gage to be packed up, and fignified his 
readinefs to conform to the emergency 
of the cafe; though he was not at all 
pleafed with the cavalier behaviour of 

‘Pallet, 
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Palletyto whom he threw out fome hints 
of his own importance, and the immen- 
fity of his condefcention, in favouring 
him with fuch marks of regard. But. 
by this time thefe infinuations had loft 
their effet upon the painter, who told 
him, with anarch fneer, that he did not 
at all queftion his learning and abilities, 
and particularly his {kill in cookery, 
which he fhould never forget while his. 
palate retained it’s function; but never- 
thelefs advifed him, for the fake of the. 
degenerate eaters of thefe days, to fpare 
a little of his fal-armoniack in the next 
fillikickaby he fhould prepare; and bate 
fomewhat of the devil's dung which he 
had fo plentifully crammed into the™ 
roa{ted fowls, unlefs he had a mind: to 
convert his guelts into patients, with a. 
view of licking himfelf whole for the. 
expence of the entertainment. a 

The phyfician, nettled at thefe far- 
cafins, eyed him. with a look of indig- 
nation and difdain ; and being unwilling, 
to exprefs himfelf in Englith, left, in 
the courfe of the altercation, Pallet fhould 
be fo much irritated as to depart with- 
out him, he vented his anger in Greek. 
The painter, though by the found he 
fuppofed this quotation to be Greck, 
complimented his friendupon his know- 
ledge in the Welch language, and found. 
means to rally him quite out of temper ; 
fo that he retired to his own chamber in 
the utmoft wrath and mortification, and 
left his antagonift exulting over the vic-. 
tory he had won. 

-While thefe things pafled between 
thefe originals, Peregrine waited on the: 
ambaffador, whom he thanked for his. 
kind interpofition, acknowledging the. 
indifcretion of his own conduct, with 
fuch appearance of conviction, and pro- 
mifes of reformation, that his excellency 
freely forgave him for all the trouble he 
had been put toon his account, forti- 
fied him iwith fenfible advices, and af- 
furing him of his continual favour and 
triendihip, gave him, at parting, Ictters 
of introduétion to feveral perfons of qua- 
lity belonging to the Britifh court. 

‘Thus dittinguifhed, our young gen- 
theman took leave of all his French ac-. 
quaintance, and {pent the evening with 
fome of thofe who had enjoyed the great- 
eft hare of his intimacy and confidence; 
while Jolter fuperintended his domettick. 
concerns, and with infinite joy befpoke 
a poit-chaife and horfe, in order to con- 
vey him from a place where. he lived in. 
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continual apprehenfion of fuffering by 
the dangerous difpofition of his. pupil. 
Every thing being adjufted according to, 
their plan, they and their fellow-travel- 
lers next day dined together, and about 
four in the afternoon took their depar= 
ture in two chaifes, efcorted by the valet 
de chambre, Pipes, and the doétor’s : 
lacquey on horfeback, well furnithed 


with arms and ammunition, in cafe of 


being attacked by robbers on the road. 

It was about eleven o’clock at night. 
when they arrived at Senlis, which was 
the place at which they propofed to lodge, 
and where they were obliged to knock up 
the people of the inn, before they could 
have their {upper prepared. All the pro- 
vifion in the houfe was but barely fuf- 
ficient to furnifh one indifferent meal 
however the painter confoled himfelf for 
the quantity with the quality of the 
difhes, one of which was a fricaflee of 
rabbit, a preparation. that he valued 
above all the dainties that ever fmoaked 
upon the table of the fumptuous Helio- 
gabalus. 

He had no fooner expreffed himfelf to 
this effe&,- than our hero, who was al- 
mott inceffantly laying traps for diverfion, 
at his neighbours expence, laid hold on 
the declaration ; and recolleéting the fto- 
ry of Scipio and the muleteer in Gil 
Blas, refolyed to perpetrate a joke upon 
the ftomach of PalJet, which feemed par- 
ticularly well difpofed to an hearty fup- 
per. He accordingly digefted his plans. 
and the company being feared at table, 
affeSted to gaze with peculiar eagernefs 
at the painter, who had helped himéelé, 
to a large portion of the fricafiee, and 
began to fwallow it with infinite relith. 
Pallet notwithitanding the keennels of 
his appetite, could not help taking no- 
tice of Pickle’s demeanour ; and making 
a fhort paufe in the exercife of his grin- 
ders, ‘ You are furprized,’ faid he, ‘to 
* fee me make fo much difpatch; but L 
‘ was extremely hungry, and this is one 
© of the bef fricaffees I ever tated: the 
‘ French are very expert in thefe dithes, 
© that I muft allow; and, upon my con-, 
© {cience, I would never defire to eata 
« more delicate rabbit than this that lies 
© upon ny plate.’ 

Peregrine made no other reply to this 
encomium, than the repetition of the 
word rabbit! witha note of admivation, 
and fuch a fignifivant fhake of the head, 
as eficctually alarmed the other, whe 
inftantly fufpended the adtion of his 


jews, 
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jaws, and with the morfel half chewed 
in his mouth, ftared round him with a 
certain ftolidity of apprehenfion, which 
is eafiet conceived than defcribed, until 
his eyes encountered the countenance of 
Thomas Pipes; who being inftruéted, 
and pofted oppofite to him for the occa- 
fion; exhibited an arch grin, that com- 
i the painter’s diforder. Afraid of 
wallowing his mouthful, and afhamed 
to difpofe of it any other way, he fat fome 
time in a moft diftrefled ftate of fufpenfe; 
and being queftioned by Mr. Jolter 
touching his calamity,'-made a violent 
effort of the mufcles of his gullet, which 
with difficulty performed their office; 
and then, with great confufion and con- 
cern, afked if Mr. Pickle fufpeéted the 
rabbit's identity. ‘The young gentle- 
man affuming a myfterious air, pretend- 
ed ignorance of the matter; obferving 
that he was apt to fufpeét all difhes of 
that kind}‘fince he had been informed of 
the tricks which were commonly played 
at inns in France, Italy, and Spain; 
and recounted that paffage in Gil Blas, 
which we have hinted at above; fay- 
ing, he did not pretend to be a con- 
noifleur in animals, but the legs of the 
creature which compofed that fricaflee 
did not, in his opinion, refemble thofe 
of the rabbits he had ufually feen. This 
obfervation had an evident effeét upon 
the features of the painter, who; with 
certain figns of loathing and aftonifh- 
ment, exclaimed, ‘ Lord Jefus!’ and 
appealed to Pipes for a difcovery of the 
truth, by afking if he knew any thing 
of the affair. ‘Tom very gravely re- 
plied, that he did fuppofe the food was 
wholefome enough, for he had feen the 
fkin and feet of a fpecial ram-cat, new 
flea’d, hanging upon the door of a fmall 
pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 

Before this fentence was uttered, Pal- 
let’s belly feemed to move in contaét 
with his back-bone, his colour changed, 
no part but the whites of his eyes were 
to be feen, he dropped his lower jaw, 
and fixing his hands in his fides, reach- 

ed with fuch convulfive agonies, as a- 
mazed and difconcerted the whole com- 
pany; and what augmented his dif- 
order was the tenacious retention of his 
ftomach, which abfolutely refufed to part 
with it’s conteuts, notwithftanding all 
the energy of his abhorrence, which threw 
him into a cold fweat, and almof into 
a fwoon, 

Pickle, alarmed at his condition, af- 
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fured him it was a genuine rabbit, and 
that he had tutored Pipes to fay otherwife 
for the joke’s fake. But this confeffion, 
he confidered as a friendly artifice of 
Pickle’s compaffion, and therefore it had 
little effect upon his conftitution. By the 
affiftance, however, of a large bumper 
of brandy, his fpirits were recruited, 
and his. recofleétion fo far recovered, 
that he was able to declare, with divers 
contortions of face, that the difh had a’ 
particular ranknefs of tafte, which he 
had imputed partly to the nature of the 
French coney, and partly to the compo- 
fition of their fauces ; then he inveighed 


_ againft the infamous practices of French’ 


publicans, attributing fuch impofition to 
their oppreffive government, which kept 
them fo neceflitous, that they were 
tempted to exercife all manner of knave- 
ry upon their unwary guefts. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart 
to let flip any opportunity of fpeaking” 
in favour of the French, told him, that 
he was a very great ftranger to their 
police, elfe he would know, that if 
upon information to the magiftrate it 
fhould appear that any traveller, native 
or foreigner, has been impofed upon 
or ill-treated by a publican, the offender 
would be immediately obliged to fhut 
up his houfe, and if his behaviour had 
been notorious, he himfelf would be fent 
to the gallies, without the leaft hefita- ,' 
tion: © And as for the difh,which has 
‘ been made the occafion of your pre- 
fent diforder,’ faid he, * I will take 
upon me to affirm it was prepared of a 
genuine rabbit, which was fkinned in_ 
my prefence; and in confirmation of 
what I affert, though fuch fricafiees. 
are not the favourites of my tafte, I 
will eat a part of this without fcruple.” 
So faying, he fwallowed feveral-mouth. 
fuls of the queftioned coney, and Pallet 
feemed to eye it again with inclination; 
nay, he even refumed his knife and 
fork, and being juft on the point of ap- 
plying them, was feized with another 
gualm of apprehenfion, that broke out 
in an exclamation of, * After all, Mr. 
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* Jolter, if it fhould be a real ram-cat! 


¢ —Lord have mercy upon me! here is 
© oneofthe claws.” With thefe words, he 
prefented the tip of a toe, of which Pipes 
had {nipped off five or fix from a duck 
that was roafted, and purpofely fcatter- 
ed them in the fricaffee; and the gover- 


“nor could not behold this teftimonial 


without fymptoms of uneafinefs and re- 
morfe H 
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‘faorfe; fo that he and the painter fat 
filenced and abafhed, and made faces 
at each other, while the phyfician, who 
hated them both, exulted over their 
-afflition, bidding them be of good 
chear, and proceed with their meal; for 
1e was ready to demonftrate, that the 
fleth of a cat was as nourifhing and de- 
licious as veal or mutton, provided they 
could prove that the faid cat was not 
of the boar-kind, and had ‘fed chiefly 
on vegetable diet, or even confined it’s 
carnivorous appetite to rats and mice, 
which he affirmed. to be dainties of ex- 
quifite tafte and flavour. He faid, it 
was a vulgar miftake, to think that ali 
flefh-devouring creatures were unfit to 
be eaten; witnefs the confumption of 
~ fwine and ducks, animals that delight 
in carnage as well as fifth, and prey up- 
on each other, and feed on bait and car- 
rion; together«with the demand for 
bear, of which the beft hams in the 
world are made. He then obferved that 
the Negroes on the coaft of Guinea, 
who are healthy and vigorous people, 
prefer cats and dogs to al] other fare; 
and mentioned from hiftory feveral fieges, 
during which the inhabitants, who were 
blocked up, lived upon thefe animals, 
and had recourfe even to human fiefh, 
which, to his certain knowledge, .was 
in all refpeéts preferable to pork; for, 
in the courfe of his ftudies, he had, for 
the experiment’s fake, eaten a fteak cut 
from the buttock of a perfon who had 
been: hanged. 

“This difiertation, far from.compofing, 
increafed the difquiet in the ftomachs of 
the governor and painter, who hearing 

.the ljaft illuftration, turned their eyes 
-upon the orator, at the fame inftant, 
with looks of horror and difguit; and 
the one muttermg the term cazzibal, 
and the other pronouncing the word 
abomination, they rofe from table in a 
great hurry, and running towards an- 
other apartment, juftled with fuch vio- 
lence in the paflage, that both were over- 
turned by the thock, which alfo contri- 
buted to the effe@ of their naufea, that 
mutually defiled them as they lay. 


CHAP. XV. 


NOR IS THE PHYSICIAN SACRED 
FROM HIS RIDICULE. THEY 
REACH ARRAS, WHERE OUR AD- 
VENTURER ENGAGES IN PLAY 
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WITH TWO FRENCH OFFICERS,’ 
WHO NEXT MORNING. GIVE THE 
LANDLORD AN INTERSSTING 
PROOF OF THEIR IMPORTANCE, 


HE doétor remained fullen and 
dejected during the whole. jour- 
ney: not but that he attempted to re- 
cover his importance, by heranguing 
upon the Roman highways, when Mr. 
Jolter defired the company to take no- 
. tice of the fine pavement upon which 
they travelled from Paris into Flasders ; 
but Pallet, who thought he had now 
gained the afcendancy over the phy fician, 
exerted himfelf im) maintaining the {n- 
periority he had acquired, by. ventiag 
various {ircafms upon his felf conceit 
and affectation of learning, and even 
uttering puns and conundrums upon 
the remarks which the republican’ re- 
tailed. When he'talked of the Fiami- 
nian Way, the piinter queitioned ifsit 
- was a better pavement than the Flemi- 
nian way on which they travelled: and 
the doctor having obferved, that this 
road was made for the convenience of 
. drawing the French artillery into Flan- 
- ders, which was often the feat of wars. 
his competitor invwit replied wich infi- 
nite vivacity, ‘ There are more great 
© guns than the French king knows of 
‘ drawn along this caufeway, dodtor;’ 
Eevicouraged by the fuccefs of thefe 
efforts, which tickled the imagination 
of Jolter, and drew {miles ds (he ima- 
gined) of approbation from our hero,he 
- {ported in many ether equivoques of. 
the fame nature; and at dinner told 
-the phyfician, that he was lke the root 
of the tongue, as. being curfedly down 
in the mouth. 3 
By this time, fuch was the animo- 
fity fubfifting between thofe quondam 
friends, that they never converfed to- 
gether, except with a view of expofing 
each other to the ridicule or contempt 
of their fellow-travellers. ‘The dactor 
was at great pains to point out the folly 
-and ignorance of Pallet in private to Pe- 
regrine, who was often conjured in the 
fame manner by the pamter, to take 
notice of the phyfician’s want of man- 
ners and tafte. Pickle pretended toac- 
quiefce in the truth of their mutual feve- 
-rity, which indeed was extremely juft, 
and by malicious infinuations blew up 
their coutention, with a view-cf bring- 
ing it to open hofilitys» But both &em- 
ed fo averse to deeds of mortal purpofe, 
T that 
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fled. and he could not fpirit them up to 
any pitch of refentment higher than 
{currilous repartee. 
Before they reached Arras, the city 
gates were fhut, fo that they were 
obliged to take up their lodging at an 
indifferent houfe in the fuburbs; where 
they found a couple of French officers, 
who had alfo rode poft for Paris fo far 
on their way to Lifle. Thefe gentle- 
men were about the age of thirty, and 
their deportment diftinguithed by fuch 
an air of infolence, as difgufted our 
hero; who neverthelefs accofed them 
politely in the yard, and propofed that 
they fhould fup together. ‘They thank- 
ed him for the honour of his invitation, 
which, however, they declined, upon 
pretence of having ordered fomething 
for themfelves; but promifed to wait 
upon him and his company immediately 
after their repaft. : “ 
This they accerdingly performed ; 
and after having drank a few glaffes of 
Burgundy, one of them afked, if the 
young gentleman would for paltime 
take .a hand at quadrille. Peregrine 
-eafily divined the meaning of this pro- 
pofal, which was made with no other 
view than that of fleecing him and his 
fellow-travellers; for he. well knew to 
what fhifts a fubaltern in the French 
fervice is reduced, in order to maintain 
the appearance of a gentleman, and had 
reafon to believe that moft of them were 
fharpers from. their youth: but, as he 
depended a good deal upon his own pe- 
netrdtion and addrefs, he gratified the 
ftranger’s defire; and a party was in- 
ftantly: formed of the painter, the phyfi- 
cian, the propofer, and himtelf, the 
-other officer having profeffed himfelf 
utterly ignorant of the garse; yet in the 
-courfe of the play he took his {tation at 
the back of Pickle’s chair, which was 


oppofite to his friend, on pretence of | 


amufing himfelf with feeing his manner 
‘of conduéting the cards. The youth 
was not fuch a novice but that he per- 
ceived the defign of this palpable piece 
of behaviour ; which, notwithftanding, 
he overlooked for the prefent, with a 
view of flattering their hopes in the be- 
ginning, that they might be the more 
effectually punithed by their difappoint- 
ment in the end. ‘ 

The game was fcarce begun, when 
by the reflection of a glafs he difcerned 
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that for a long time his arts were baf-- 


the officer at his back making figns te 
his companion; who, by thefe pre-con- 
certed -geftures, was perfectly informed 
of the contents of Peregrine’s hand, and 
of confequence fortunate in the courfe of 

lay. ‘ 
j Thus they were allowed to enjoy the 
fruits of their dexterity, until their 
money amounted to fome Louis; -when 
our young gentleman, thinking it high 
time to do himfelf juftice, fignified in 
very polite terms to the gentleman who 
Atood behind him, that he could never 
play with eafe and deliberation when he 
was overlooked by any by-ftander, and 
begged that he would have the goodnefs 


‘to be feated. 


As this was a remonftrance which the 
ftranger could not with any flew of 
breeding refift, he afked pardon, and 
retired to the chair of the phyfician, 


,who frankly told him, that it was not 


the fafhion of his countiy for one to fub- 


mit his hand to the pevufal of a {peéta- 


tor; and when, in confequence of this 
rebuff, he wanted to quarter himfelf 


.upon the painter, he was refufed by a 


wave of the hand, and fhake of the 
head, with an exclamation of Par- 
donnez, mci! which was repeated with 


_fuch emphafis, as difcompofed his ef- 


frontery, and he found himfelf oblig- 
ed to fit down in a ftate of mortifica- 


- tion. 


The odds being thus removed, for- 
tune proceeded in. her ufual channel ; 
and though the Frenchman, deprived of 
his ally, endeavoured to praétife divers 
ttrokes of fineffe, the reft of the com- 
pany obferved him with fuch vigilance 
and caution, as baffled all his attempts, 
and! ina very little time he was com- 
pelled to part with his winning: but 
having engaged in the match with an 
intention of taking all advantages, whe- 
ther fair or unfair, that his fuperior 
fkill thould give him over.the Englifh- 
man, the money was not refunded with- 


-out a thoufand difputes, in the courfe 


of which. he effayed to intimidate his 
antagonift with high words, which were 
retorted by our hero with fuch intereft, 
as convinced him that he had miftaken 
lis man, and perfuaded him to make 
his retreat in quiet. Indeed, it was not 
without caufe that they repined at the 
bad fuccefs of their enterprize; becaufe, 
in all likelihood, they had nothing to 
depend upon for the prefent but their 


own 
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ewn induftry, and knew not how to de- . 
fray their expences on the road, except .. 


by fome acquifition of this kind. 

Next morning they rofe at day-break, 
and refolving to anticipate their fellow- 
lodgers, befpoke poft-horfes as foon as 
they could be admitted into the city ; fo 
that when our company appeared, their 
beafts were ready in the yard ; and they 
only waited to difcufs the bill, which 
they had ordered to be madeSut. ‘The 
landlord of the inn‘prefented his carte 
with fear and trembling to one of thofe 
ferocious cavaliers, who no fooner caft 
his eye upon the fum-total, than he dif- 
charged a volley of dreadful] oaths, and 
afked if the King’s officers were to be 
treated in that manner. The poor pub- 
lican» protefted, with great humulity, 
that he had the utmoft refpect for his 
majelty, and every thing that belonged 
to him ; and that, far from confulting 
his own intereft, al] that he defired was, 
to be barely indemnified for'the expence 
of their lodging. ,’: 

This condeicenfion feemed to have no 


other effect than.that of encouraging: 


their arrogance. ‘They fwore his ex- 
tortion fhould be explained to the com-' 
mandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a publick example, teach 
other inn-keepers how to beliave to- 
wards men of honour; and threatened 
with fuch confidence of indignation, 
that the wretched landlord, dreading the 
confequence of their wrath, implored 
pardon in the moft abje&t manner, beg- 
ing with many fupplications, that he 
might have the pleafure of lodging them 
at his own charge. ‘This was a favour 
which he with great difficulty obtained ; 
they chid him feverely for his impof- 
tion, exhorted him to have more regard 
for his own confcience, a8 well as for 
the convenience of his guefts; and cau- 
tioning him in, particular touching his 
behaviour to the gentlemen of the army, 
mounted their horfes, and rode off in 
great itate, leaving him very thankful 
for having fo fuccefsfully appeafed the 
choler of two officers, who wanted et- 
ther inclination or ability to pay their, 
bill ; for experience had taught ‘him to 
be apprehenfive of all fuch travellers, 
who commonly lay the landlord under 
contribution; by way of atonement for 
the extravagance of his demands, even 


after he has profeffed his willmgne/s to- 


entertain them on their own terms. | 


CHAP. XVI. 


PEREGRINE MORALIZES UPON 
THEIR BEHAVIOUR, WHICH Is 
CONDEMNED BY THE DOCTOR, 
AND DEFENDED BY THE.GOVER- 
NOR. THEY ARRIVEIN SAFETY 
AT LISLE, DINE AT AN ORDI.« 

. NARY, VISIT THE CITADEL. 
THE PHYSICIAN 


IS PUT IN ARREST. 


HESE honourable adventurers 

. being gone, Peregrine, who was 
prefent during the tranfa@tion, informed 
himfelfof the particulars from the mouth 


of the inn-keeper himfelf, who took God. 


and the faints to witnefs, that he fhould 
have been a lofer by their cuftom, even 
if the bill had been paid; becaufe he 
was on his guard againft their objec- 
tions, and had, charged every article at 
an under price: but fuch was the au- 
thority Fd officers in France, that he 


durtt not difpute the leaft circumftance: 


of their will; for had the cafe come 
under-the cognizance of the magiftrate, 
he mutt in courfe have. fuffered by the 
maxims of their government, which ne- 


ver fail to abet ‘the oppreffion of the- 


army; and befides, run the rifk of in- 
curring their future refentment, which 
would be fufficient to ruin him from 
top to bottom. : 

Our hero boiled with indignation at 
this inftance of injuftice and arbitrary 


- power; and turning to his governor, 


afked if this too was a proof of the hap- 
pinefs enjoyed by the French people. 
Jolter replied, that every human con- 
ftituticn muft in {ome things be imper- 
feét ; and owned, that in this kingdom 
gentlemen weie more countenanced than 
the vulgar, becaufe it was tobe prefum- 
ed, that their own fentiments of honour 
and fuperior qualifications would entitle 
them to this pre eminence, which had 
alfo a retrofpeétive view to the merit of 
their anceftors, in confideration of which 
they were at firft ennobled: but he af- 
firmed, that the inn-keeper had mifre- 
prefented the magiftracy, whieh in France 
never failed to punifh flagrant outrages 

and abufe, without refpeét of perfons. 
The painter approved of the wiiéom 
of the French government, in bridling 
whe infolence of the mob, by which, Re 
T2 affured 


ff 


/ 
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QUARRELS) 
WITH A NORTH BRITON, WHO 


& 
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‘aflured them, he had often fuffered in 
his own perfon; having been often be- 
{pattered by hackney-coachmen, juf{led 
b¥ dyaymen and porters, and reviled in 
the moft orprobriosus terms by the wa- 
termen of Londen, where he had once 
loit his bag ‘and 2 cenfiderable quantity 
of hsir, which hae been cut off by fome 
rafcat in his pafage through Ludgate, 
during the lord. mayor's procefiion. On 
the other hind, the doctor with great 
warm i alledged, that thafe officers ought 
to fitter death, or banifhment at leaft, 
for having piundered the people in this 
nianver, which was fo impudent and 
bare. faced, as plainly to prove they were 

, certain of efcaping with impunity, and 

that they wer¢ old offenders in the faine 
degree of delinquency. He faid, that 
the greatett man in Athens would have 
been conéemned to perpetual exile, and 
feen “his eftate conhtcated for publick 
ufé, had hé dared in fuch a licentious 
manner to violate the rights of a fellow- 
citizen; and as for the little affronts to 
which a man may be fubjeét, from the 
petulance of the multitude, he looked 
upon them as glorious indications of ‘ 
liberty, which ought not to be reprefied, 
and would at any time rejoice to find 
himfelf overthrown in a kennel by the 
infolence of 2 fon of freedom, even 
though the fall thould coft him a limb: 
adding, by way of illuftration, that the 
greateit pleafure he ever enjoyed, was 

in feeing a duftman wilfully overturn a 
gentleman's coach, in which two ladies 
were brutfed, even to the danger of their 
lives. Patkt, fhocked at the extrava- 
gance of this declaration; ‘ If-that be 
* the cafe,” faid he, «I with you may 
*¢ fee every bone in your body broke, by 
* the firft carman you meetin the ftreets 
“of London.’ 

‘This arguisent being difcuffed, and 
the reckoatag difcharged without any 
deduétion, although the Jandlord, in 
Rating the articles, had an eye to the 
lofsehe had (oitained by his own coun- 
‘trymen, they departed from Arras, and 
arrived in fetety at Lifts, about two 
o’ciccK in the ofterneon, 

They had icarce taken pofléefion of 
their Jedgings, iv a large hetel on the 
Grande Place, when the inti- keeper gave 
them to unceittand, that he kept an or- 
‘dinary helow, which was frequented by 
feverai English gent!emen who relided 
in town, and that dinner was then up- 
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on the table. Peregrine, who feized all 


opportunities of obierving new charac- 
ters, perfuaded his compzny to dine in 
publick; and they were accordingly 
conducted to the place, where thy found 
a nuxture of Scotch and Dutch officers, 
who had come from Holland to learn 
their exercifes at the academy, and fome 
gentlemen in the French fervice, who 
were upon garrifon-duty in the citadel. 


-Amone thefe laft was a perfon about the 


age of fifty, of a remarkable genteel air 
and polite-addrefs, dignified with a Mal- 
tefe crofs, and diftinguifhed by the par- 
ticular veneration of all thofe whe knew 
him. When he underitood that Pickle 
and his friends were travellers, he ace 
cofted the youth in Englifh, which he 
{poke tolerably well ; and as they were 
ftrangers, offered to attend them in the 
afternoon to all the places worth feeing 
in Lifle. Our hero thanked him for his 
excefs of politenefs, which (he faid) 
was peculiar to the French nation: and 
ftruck with his engaging appearance, 
induftrioufly courted his converfation, 
in the courfe of which he learned, that 
this chevalier was a man of good fenfe 
and great experience, that he was per- 
feétly well acquainted with the greateft 
part of Europe, had lived fome years in 
England, and was no ftranger to the 
conititution and genius of that people. 
Having dined, and drank to the 
healths of the Engliffi and French kings, 
two fiacres were called, in one of which 
the knight, with one of his compani- 
ons, the governor, and Peregrine, feated 


themfelves; the other being occupied by. 


the phyfician, Pallet, and two Scottith 
officers, who propofed to accompany 
them in their circuit. The firft place 
they vifited was the citadel, round the 
ramparts of which they walked, under 
the:conduét of the knight, who explain- 
ed with great accuracy the intention of 
every particular fortification belonging 
to that feemingly impregnable fortrefs ; 
and when they had fatisfied their cu- 
riofity, took coach again, in order to 
view the arfenal, which ftands in an- 
other quarter of the town: but, juft as 
Pickle’s carriage had croffed the Prome- 
nade, he heard his own name bawled 
aloud by the painter ; and ordering the 
acre to ftop, faw Pallet with one half 
of his body thruft out at the window of 
the other coach, crying with a terrified 
look, * Mr. Pickle, eS 

; ‘ love 


a 
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* ‘love of God, halt, and prevent blood- 
* fhed, elfe here will be carnage and 
* cutting of throats! Peregrine, fur- 
prized at this exclamation, immediately 


alighted ; and advancing to the other’ 


vehicle, tound one of their military com- 
panions ftanding upon the ground, at 
‘the farther fide of the coach, with his 
* {word drawn, and fury in his counte- 


nance ; and the phyfician, with a qui- 


vering lip and haggard afpeét, ftrug- 
giing with the other who had interpotfed 
im the quarrel, and detained him in his 
place. 

Our young gentleman, upon enquiry, 
found that this animofity had fprung 
from a difpute that happened upon the 
ramparts, touching the ftrength of the 
fortification, which the doé&tor, accord- 
ing to cuftom, under-valued, becaufe 
it was a modern work ; faying, that by 
the help of the military engines ufed 
among the ancients, and a few thoufands 
of pioneers, he would engage to take it 
in lefs than ten days after he fhould’ 
fit down before it. The North Briton, 
who was as great a pedant as the phy- 
fician, having ftudied fortification, and 
made himfelt matter of Czefar’s Com- 
mentaries and Polybius, with the obfer-’ 
vations of Folard, affirmed, that all the 
methods of befieging practifed by the 
ancients, would be utterly ineffectual 
againft fuch a plan as that of the citadel’ 
of Lifle; and began to compare the Vi- 
nex, Aggeres, Arietes, Scorpiones, and 
Catapulte of the Romans, with the 


trenches, mines, batteries, and mortars, | 


ufed in the prefent artof war. The re- 
publican, finding himfelf attacked upon 
what he thought his ftrong fide, fum- 
moned all his learning to his aid; and 
defcribing the famous fiege of Platza, 
happened to mifquote a paffage of Thu- 
cydides, in which he was corref&ted by 
the other, who having been educated for 
the church, was alfo a connoiffeur in the 
Greek language. The doétor, incenfed 
at being detegted in fuch a blunder in 
prefence of Pallet, who he knew would 
promulgate his fhame, told the officer, 
with great arrogance, that his objec- 
tion was frivolous, and that he mutt 
not pretend to difpute on thefe matters 
with one who had confidered them with 
the utmoft accuracy and care. His an- 
tagonift, piqued at this fupercilious in- 
finuation, replied with great heat, that 
for aught he knew, the doétor might be 


a very expert apethecary, but that in the — 
~ 
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art of war, and knowledge in the Greek 
tongue, he was no other than-an igno- 
rant pretender. This affeveration pro- 
duced an-anfwer full of virulence, in” 
cluding a national refleétion upon the 
foldier’s country’; and the contention 
rofe to mutual abufe, when it was fupe 
prefied by the admonitions of the other 
two, who begged they would not éx- 
pofe themfelves in a ftrange place, -but 


behave themfelves like fellow-fubjecs 


and friends. ‘They accordingly ceafed 
reviling ‘each other, and the affair was 
feemingly forgot; but after they had 
refumed their places in the coach, the 
painter unfortunately afked the meaning 
cf the word fortife, which he had heard 


‘them mention among the Roman imple- 


ments of war. This queftion was an- 

fwered by the phyfician, who defcribed 

the nature of this expedient fo little to 

the fatisfaction of the officer, that he. 
contradi&ted him flatly, in the midft of: 
his explanation ; a circumftance which 

provoked the republican to fuch 2 de- 

gree, that in the temerity of his paffion, 

he uttered the epithet zpertinent feoun- 

drel! whith was no fooner pronounced, 

than the Caledonian made manual ap- 

plication to-his nofe, and leaping out of - 
the coach, ftood waiting for him on the | 
plain ; while he (the phyfician) made 
feeble efforts to jom him,, bemg ‘eafily 
retained by the other foldier ; und Pallet, 
dreading the confequence in which he 
himfelf might be involved, bellowed 
aloud for prevention. 

Our hero endeavoured to quiet the 
commotion, by reprefenting to the Scot, 
that he had already taken fatisfa€tion 
for the injury he had received ; and tell- 
ing the doétor that he had deferved the 
chaftifement which was infliéted upon 
him: but the officer (encouraged per- 
haps by the confufion of his antagonift) 
infifted upon his afking pardon for what 
he had faid; and the doctor, believing 


‘himitelf under the protection of his friend 


Pickle, far fromm agreeing to fuch con 
ceffion, breathed rvthing but defianee 
and revenge: fo that the chevalier, in 
order to prevent mifchief, put the fol- 
dier under arreft, and fent him to his 
lodgings, under the care of the other 
French gentleman and his own compa- 


‘nion; they being alfo accompanied by 


Mr. Joiter, who having formerly feen 
all the curiofities of Lifle, willingly fur- 
rendered hjs piace to the phyfician. 


CHAP: 
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Chae, AVE, 


PICKLE ENGAGES WITH A KNIGHT 
OF MALTA, IN A CONVERSA- 
TION UPON THE ENGLISH STAGE, 
WHICH IS FOLLOWED BY A DIS- 

_SERTATION ON THE THEATRES 
. OF THE ANCIENTS BY THE DOC- 
TOR. 


. ey reft of the company proceed- 
ed to the arfenal, which having 
viewed, together with fome remarkable 
churches, they, in their return, went 
to the comedy, and faw the Cid of Cor- 
neilletolerably well reprefented. In con- 
fequence of this entertainment, the dif- 
courfe-at fupper turned upon dramatick 
performances; and all the objections of 
Monf. de Scudery to the piece they had 
fcen aéted, together with the decifion of 
the French academy, were canvafled and 


difcufied. The knight was a man of © 


letters and tafte, and particularly well 
acquainted with the ftate of the Englith 
ftage; fo that when the painter boldly 
pronounced fentence againit the French 
manner of aéting, on the ftrength of 
having frequented a Covent-Garden club 
ef criticks, and being often admitted 
by virtue of an order into the pit, a 
comparifon immediately enfued, not be- 
tween the authors, but the aétors of both 
nations, to whom the chevalier and Pe- 
regrine were no ftrangers. Our hero, 
like a good Englifhman, made no {cru- 
ple of giving the preference to the per- 
formers of his own country; who, he 
alledged, obeyed the genuine impulfes of 
nature, in exhibing the paffions of the 
human mind; and entered fo warmly 
into the fpirit of their fevera] parts, that 
they often fancied themfelves the very 
heroes they réprefented. Whereas, the 
action of the Parifian players, even in 
their moft interefting charaéters, was 
generally fuch an extravagance in voice 
and gefiure, as is no where to be obferv- 
ed but on the ftage. ‘To illuftrate this 
aflertion, he availed himfelf of his ta- 
lent, and mimicked the manner and 
voice of all the principal performers, 
roale and female, belonging to the 
French comedy, to the admiration of the 
chevalier; who having complinenied 
him upon this furprizmg modulation, 
begged leave to diflent in fome particu- 
lars from the opinion he had avowed. 
‘ That you Rave good a€lors in Eng- 


- = 
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‘ land,” faid he, ‘it would be unjuf& 
‘ and abfurd in me to deny; your thea- 
‘ tre is adorned by one woman, whofe 
© fenfibility and f{weetnefs of voice is 
« fuch as I have never obferved on any 
other fiage; fle has, befides, an ele- 
gance of perfon and expreflion of fea- 
tures, that wonderfully adapt her for 
the moft engaging characters of your 
beft plays ; and J muft freely own that 
T have been as highly delighted and as 
deeply affe&ted by a Monimia and Bel- 
‘videra at London, as ,ever J was by 
a Cornelia and Cleopatra at Paris. 
Your favourite aétor is a furprizing 
genius. You can, moreover, boatt of 
feveral comick actors who are perfect 
mafters of buffoonery and grimace; 
though, to be free with you, I think | 
in thefe qualifications you are excelled 
by the players of Amfterdam. Yet 
one of your graciofo’s I cannot 
admire, in all the characters he af- 
fumes. His utterance is a continual 
fing-fong, like the chanting of vefpers, 
and his action refembles that of heay- 
ing ballaft into the hold of a fhip. In 
his outward deportment, he feems to 
have confounded the ideas of dignity 
and infolence of mien; aéts the crafty, 
‘cool, defigning Crookback, as a leud, 
fhailow, blufterimg Heétor; in the 
chara€ter of the mild patriot Bru- 
tus, lofes all temper and decorum ; 
nay, fo ridiculous is the behaviour of 
him _and Caffius at their interview, 
that fetting foot to foot, and grinning 
at each other, with the afpect of two 
coblers enraged, they thruft their left 
fides together, with repeated fhocks, 
that the hilts of their {words may clafh 
for the entertainment of the audience ; 
as if they were a couple of Merry- 
Andrews, endeavouring to raife the 
laugh of the vulgar, on fome f{caffold 
at Bartholomew fair. The defpair of 
a great man who falls a facrifice to 
the infernal practices of a fubtle trai- 
tor, that enjoyed his confidence, this 
Englith A‘fopus repiefents, by beat- 
ing his own forehead, and bellowing 
like a bull; and, indeed, in almoft all 
his moft interefling fcenes, performs 
fuch ttrange fhakings of the head, and 
other antick gefticulations, that when 
I firtt faw him a&, I imagined the 
poor man laboured under that para- 
litical diforder, which is known by the 
name of St. Vitus’s dance. In fhort, 
he feemed to be a {tranger to the more 
‘ refined 
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refined’ fenfations of the foul, confe- 
quently his expreffion is of the vulgar 
kind, and he muft often fink under 


recourfe to fuch violence of affeéted 
agitation, as impofes upon the un- 
difcerning f{pectator, but to the eye 
of tatte, evinces him a mere player 


Shakefpeare ju‘tly compares to nature’s 


Yet this man, in {pite of all thefe ab- 
furdities, is an admirable Falitaff, ex- 
hibits the character of the eighth Hen- 
ry to the iife, is reafonably applaud - 
ed- in the Plain Dealer,-exceis in the 
‘ part_of Sir John Bruie; and would 


in low conedy, which his pride -will 


not have been fo fevere upon this aétor, 


ie 
é 
ee ne ee ee ee a a! 


partizans with the moft ridiculous 
Sand fulfome manifeftations of praile, 
« even in thofe very circumfiances where- 
© in (as I Nave obferved) he chiefly 
‘~ faaled.”: 

Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the 


7 qualifications of fuch a celebrated actor - 


in England treated with fuch freedony 
and difrefpect, anfwered with fome af- 


-perity, that the chevalier was a true cri- 
.tick, more induftrious in obferving the | 


“blemifhes than in acknowledging the ex- 
cellence of thofe who fell under his ex- 
amination. ‘ 


It was' not to be fuppofed, that one 


aftor could fhine equally in all charac- 
ters; and though his obfervations were 
undoubtedly very judicious, he hinfelf 
couid not help wondering that fome of 
them had always efcaped his notice, 
though he had, been an affiduous fre- 
quenter of the playhoufe. ‘ The player 
in queition, faid he, ‘ has, in your 
© own opinion, a confiderable fhare of 
¢ merit in the chara&ters of comick life ; 
* and as to the manners of the great per- 
¢ fonages in tragedy, and the operation 
‘ of the grand paffions of the foul, I ap- 
¢ prehend, they may be varioufly repre- 
¢ jented, according to the various com- 
‘ plexion and cultivation of different 
6 
a 
‘ 
& 
‘ 
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men. A Spaniard, for example, though 
impelled by the fame paffion, will ex- 
prefs it very differently from a French- 
man; and what is looked uponas grace- 
ful vivacity and addrefs by the one, 
would be confidered as impertinence 
and foppery by the other: nay, fo op- 


1 


the idea of the poet; fo that he has- 


of that clafs whom your admired - 


journeyman tearing a paflion to rags. . 


be equal tomany humyrous fitustions . 
not allow hin to undertake. { thould » 


had I not feen him extolled by his 


Trt 
‘ pofite is your common’ deportment 
‘ from that of fome ‘other nations, that 
one of your own countrymen, “in the 
relation of his travels, obferves, that 
the Perfians, even of this age, when 
they fee any man perform unneceffary 
geftures, fay he? is’ either a fool or 
| Frenchman. The ftandard of demei#- 
nour being thus unfettled, a Turk, a 
Moor, an’ Indian, ‘or “inhabitant of 
any country, whofe cuftoms and :drets 
are widely different from ours, may, 
in his fenidiments,” poffefs all the dig- 
nity of the human heart, and be im- 
fpired by. the nob!eft paffion that ant- 
mates the foul, and yet excite the 
laughter rather. than the refpect of an 
European fpe&tator. a. 6 30 pat. 
§ When I firft beheld your famous 
* Parifian ftage-heroine; in one of her 
.{ principal parts; her ‘attitudes feemed 
‘ fo violent, and the ,tofled her arms 
* around with fuch extravagance, that 
-€ fhe put me in mind of:a_ wind-mill 
‘ under the agitation of a hard gale; 
, while her voice and features exhibited - 
-© the lively reprefentation of an Englith 
‘ fcold. The action of your favourite 
€ 
of 
‘ 
¢ 
6 
¢ 
€ 
6 
¢ 
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male performer “was in. my ‘opinion 
equally unnatural ;. he appeared:with ~ 
| the affected airs of a dancing-maiter ; 
at the moft pathetick junétures of his 
fate, he lifted up his hands above his 
whead, like a tumbler going to vault, 
“and {poke as if his throat had ‘been 
obftruéted by an hair-bruth ; yet, when 
I compared their manners with hofe 
¢ of the people ‘before whom. they per- 
formed, and made allowance for that 
‘ exaggeration which obtains on all 
« theatres, I was infenfibly reconciled to 
¢ their method of performance, and.I 
© could dittinguifh abundance of meiit 
‘ beneath that oddity of appearance,” 
The chevalier perceiving Peregrine a 
little irritated at what he had faid, afked 
pardon for the liberty he had taken, in 
eenfuring the Englith players; affuring 
him that he had an infinite veneration 
for the Britifh learning, genius, and 
tafte, which were fo juftly diftinguithed 
in the world of letters; and that not- 
withftanding the feverity of his criti- 
cifm, he thought the theatre of London 
much better fupplied with actors than 
that of Paris. The young gentleman 
thanked him for his polite condefcen- 
fion, at which Pallet exulted, faying, 
with a fhake of the head, ‘ I believe fo 
© too, Monfieur!’ and the phyfician, 
impatient 
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Impatient of the difpute in which he had 
bore no fhare, obferved, with a fuper- 
cilious air, that the modern flage was 
altogether beneath the notice of ore 
who had an idea of ancient magnificence 
and execution; that plays ought to be 
exhibited at the expence of the ftate,, as 
-thofe of Sophocles were by the Athe- 
nians; and that proper judges fhould be 
appointed for receiving or rejeéting ail 
fuch performances as are oficred to the 
publick.. 9 = te rag 

He then defcribed the theatre at Rome, 
which contained eighty. thaufand) fpec- 
tators; gave them a learned difquifition 
inte the nature of theperfona, or mafk, 
worn by the Roman actors, which he faid 
was a machine that covered the whole 
head, furnifliéd on the infide with a 
brazen concavity,’ that by reverberating 


the found, as it iffued from the mouth, 
raifed the voice, fo.as to render it audi- 


ble to fuch an extended audience. He 
explained the difference between the'fal- 
tator and declamator, one of whom act - 
ed, while the other rehearfed the part; 
and. from thence took occafion to men- 
tion the perfection of their. pantomimes, 
who were fo amazingly diftinét in the 
exercife of their art, that acertain prinée 
of Pontus being,at the court of Nero, 
and feeing one of them reprefent a ftory, 
begged hun of the emperor, in order to 
employ him as. an interpreter’ among 
»barbarous nations, whofe language he 
didnot underftand. Nay, divers cy- 


nick philofophers, who had condemned © 


this entertainment unfeen, when they 
chanced tobe eye. witnefles of their ad- 
mirable dexterity, exprefled their forrow 
for having fo long debarred themfelve 
of fuch rational enjoyment. J 
He diffented, however, from the opi- 
nieon of Peregrine; who, as a proof of 
their excellence, had advanced, that fome 
of the Englifh a€tors fancied themfelves 
the very thing they represented, and re- 
counted: a fttory from Lucian, of a cer- 
tain celebrated pantomime, who, in aét- 
ing the part of Ajax in his phrenzy, was 
tranfported into areal fit of delirium, 
during which he tore to pieces the cloaths 
ef that agtor who ftalked before him, 
beating the ftage with iron fhoes, in or- 
der to increafe the noife; Matched an in- 
ftrument from one of the muficians, and 
broke it over the head of him who re- 
prefented Ulyffes; and running to the 
confular bench, miftook a couple of fe- 
nators for the fheep which were to be 


_ 


“-once in his life. 


." PEREGRINE PICKLeE. 


flan. ‘The audience applauded him te 
the fkies ; but fo con{cious was the mi- 
mick of his own extravagance, when he 
recovered the ufe of his reafon, that he 
‘a€tually fell fick with mortification ; 
and being afterwards defired to re-a&t 
the piece, flatly refuted to appear in any 


‘ fuch charaéter, faying, that the thorteft 


follies were the beft, and that it was 
‘fufficient for him to have been a madmdn 


3 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


‘AN ADVENTURE HAPPENS TO PIPES, 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH HBP 
IS DISMISSED FROM PEREGRINE’S 
SERVICE. THE WHOLE COMPANY 
SET OUT FOR GAENT IN THE DI- 
LIGENCE. OUR HERO IS CAPTI- 
VATEDBY A LADY IN THAT CAR- 
RIAGE; INTERESTS HER SPIRI- 
TUGL DIRECTOR IN HIS BEHALF. 


Te door being fairly engaged dn 
the fubje€tof the ancients, would 
have proceeded the Lord knows how far, 
without hefitation, had not “he been 
‘interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jol- 
ter, who in great confufion told them, 


that Pipes having affronted a foldier, 


-was then furrounded in the ftreet, and 
would certainly be put to death, if fome 
perfon of authority did not immediately 

interpofe in his behalf, 
Peregrine no fooner learned’ the dan- 
ger of his trufly fquire, than fnatching 
up his fword, he ran down flairs, and 
was followed by the chevalier, intreat- 
ing him to leave the affair to his ma- 
:nagement. Within ten yards of the 
-door, they found Tom with his back to 
a wall, defending himfelf manfully with 
a mopftick againft the affault of three or 
four foldiers, who at fight ofthe Mal- 
.tefe crofs defifted from -the attack, and 
were taken into cuftody by order of the 
knight. One of the aggreflors being an 
Irifhman, begged to be heard with great 
importunity, before he fhould be fent 
to the guard; and by the mediation of 
Pickle, was accordingly brought into 
the hotel, with his companions, all three 
bearing upon their heads and faces evi- 
dent marks of their adverfary’s prowels 
and dexterity. The fpokefman being 
confronted with Pipes, informed the 
company, that having by accident met 
with Mr, Pipes, whom he confidered kis 
§ 
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his countryman, though fortune had 
difpofed of them in different f[ervices, 
he invited him to drink a glafs of wine; 
and accordingly carried him to a caba- 
ret, where he introduced him to his 
corntades 3 but in the courfe of the con- 
verfation, which turned upon the power 
and greatnefs of the kings of France and 


England, Mr. Pipes had been pleafed . 


‘to treat his Moft Chriftian Majefty with 
great difrefpe&t ; and when he (the en- 
tertainer) expoftulated with him in a 
friendly manner about his impolite be- 
haviour, obferving, that he being in the 
French fervice, would be under the ne- 


ceffity of refenting his abufe, if he did » 


not put a ftop to it before the other gen- 
tlemen of the cloth fhould comprehend 
his meaning, he had fet them all three 
at defiance, difhonoured him in parti- 
cular with the opprobrious epithet of 
rebel to his native king and country, 
and even drank (in broken French) to 
the perdition of Lewis and all his adhe- 
rents! that, compelled by this outrage- 
ous conduct, he, as the perfon who had 
recommended him to their fociety, had, 
im vindication of his own charaer, de- 
manded fatisfaétion of the delinquent, 
who on pretence of fetching a fword, 
had gone to his lodging, from whence 
he all of a fudden fallied upon them with 
_ the mop-ftick, which he employed in the 
annoyance of them all! without diftinc- 
tion, fo that they were obliged to draw 
in their own defence. > 
Pipes being queftioned by his mafter, 
with regard to the truth of this account, 
owned that every circumftance of it was 
juftly reprefented; faying, he did not 
value their cheefe-toafters a pinch of 
eakum; and that if the gentleman had 
not fhot in betwixt them, he would have 
trimmed them to fuch a tune, that they 
fhould not have had a whole yard to 
fquare. 
fharply for his unmannerly behaviour, 
and infifted upon his afking pardon of 
thofe he had injured upon the fpot. But 
no confideration was efficacious enough 
to produce fuch conceffion; to this 
command he was both deaf and dumb, 
and-the repeated threats of his mafter 
had no more effe& than if they had been 
addrefled to a marble ftatue. Atlength 
eur hero, incenfed at his obftinacy, 
farted up, and would have chattifed 
him with manual operation, had not he 
been prevented by the chevalier, who 
found means to moderate his indigna- 


Peregrine reprimanded him | 


153 


tion fo far, that he contented himfelf 
with difmifling the offender from his fer. 
vice; and after having obtained the dif- 
charge of the prifoners, gave them a 
Louis to drink, by way of recompenice 
for the difgrace and damage they had 
fuftained. 
. The knight perceiving our young 
gentleman very much ruffled at this ac- 
cident, and reflecting upon the extra- 
ordinary deportment and appearance of 
his valet, whofe hair had 7 this time 
adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he 
was fome favourite domeftick, who had 
om grey in the fervice of his mafter’s 
amily, and that, of confequence, he 
was uneafy at the facrifice he had made. 
Swayed by this conjecture, he earneftly 
folicited in his behalf; but all he could. 
obtain, was a promife of re-admitting 
him into favour on the terms already 
propofed, or at leaft on condition that 
he thould make his acknowledgment to 
the chevalier, for his want of reverence 
and refpe&t for the French monarch. 

Upon this condefcenfion, the culprit 
was called up ftairs, and made acquaint 
ed with the mitigation of his fates up- 
on which he faid, he would down on his 
marrow-bones to his own matter, but 
would be damn’d before he would afk 
pardon of e’er a Frenchman in Chriften- 
dom. Pickle, exafperated at this blunt 
declaration, ordered him out ‘of his pre- 
fence, and charged him never to appear 
before his face agains while the officer 
in vain employed all his influence and 
addrefs to appeafe his refentment, and 
about midnight took his leave, with 
marks of mortification at his want of 
fuccefs. 

Next day the company agreed (to tra- 
vel through Flanders in the diligence, 
by the advice of Peregrine, who was 
not without hope of meeting with fome 
adventure or amufement in that carriages 
and Jolter took care to fecure places for 
them all. It being refolved that the 
valet de chambre and the doétor’s man 
fhould attend the vehicle ow horfeback ; 
and as for the forlorn Pipes, he was left 
to reap the fruits of his own ftubborn 
difpofition, notwithftanding the united 
efforts of the whole triumvirate, who 
endeavoured to procure his pardon. 

Every previous meafure being thus 
taken, they fet out from Lifle about fix 
in the morning, and found themfelves 
in the company of a female adventurer, 


a very handfome young lady, a capu- 
U chin, 
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chin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our young. 


gentleman being the firft of this fociety 
that entered, furveyed the ftrangers with 


an attentive eye, and feated himéclf. 


immediately behind the beautiful un- 
known, who at once, attracted his atten- 
tion. 
engaged, in imitation of his friend, took 


poffeflion. of her. neighbourhood; the, 


phyfician paired with the prieft, and 
Jolter fat down by the Jew. 
. Themachine had not proceeded many 


furlongs, when Pickle, accofting the: 
fair. incognita, congratulated , himielf- 


upon his happinefs, in being the fellow- 
traveller of fo charming a lady. She, 
without the leaft, referve or affectation, 


thanked him for his compliment, and. 


replied with a fprightly air, that now. 
they were embarked in one common 
bottom, they muft club their endeavours 
to make one. another as. happy as the 
nature of their. fituation would permit 
them to be. Encouraged by this frank 
intimation, and captivated. by her fine 
black eyes and eafy, behaviour, he at- 
tached himfelf to her from that moment; 
and in a little time the converfation be- 
came fo particular, that the capuchin 
thought proper to interfere in the dif- 
courfe, in fuch a manner as gave the 
youth to underftand, that he was there 
on purpole. to fuperintend her.couduct.: 
He was doubly rejoiced at this difcovery, 
in confequence of which hé hoped to pro- 
fit in his addrefles, not only by the young 
lady’s reftraint, that never tails to operate 
in behalf of the lover, but alfo by the 
corruptibility of her guardian, whom he 
did notdoubt of rendering propitious to 
his caufe. Fluthed with thefe expeéta~ 
tions, he behaved with uncommon com- 
placency to the father, who was charm- 
ed with the affabilityof his carriage, 
and on the faith of his generofity abated 
of his vigilance fo much, that our hero 
carried on his fuit without farther mo- 
leftation; while the painter, in fiens 
and loud burfts of laughter, converfed 
with his dulcinea, who was perfectly 
well verfed in thefe fimple expreffions 
of fatisfaction, and had already found 
means to make a dangerous invafion 
upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and phyfician 
unemployed, whiletheir friends intereft- 
ed them{eclves in this agreeable manner. 
Jo}ter no fooner perceived the Hollander 
was a Jew, than he entered into an in- 
veltigation of the Hebrew tongue, in 
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Pallet feeing another lady un-. 
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which he was a connoiffeur; and the 
dottor at the fame time attacked the 
mendicant on the ridiculous maxims of, 
his order, together with the impofitions. 
of prieft-craft in general, which (he ob- 
ferved) prevailed fo much among thoie. 
who profefs the Roman Catholick reli- 
gion. 

Thus coupled, each committee en- 
joyed their, own converfation apart, 
without any danger of encroachment 5 
and all were fo intent upon their feveral 
topicks, that they fcarce allowed them- 
felves a. {mall interval in viewing the 
defolation of Menin, as they pafied. 
through that ruined frontier. About 
twelve o'clock they arrived at Courtrays 
where the horfes are always changed, 
and the company halt an hour for re- 
frefhment. Here Peregrine handed his 
charmer into an apartment, where fhe 
was joined by the other lady; and on 
pretence of feemg fome of the churches 
in town, put himfelf under the direétion, 
of the capuchin, from whom he learn- 
ed that the young lady was wife to.a 
French gentleman, to whom fhe had. 
been married about a year, and that fhe: 
was now on her journey to vifit her mo- 
ther, who lived in Bruflels, and who at 
that time laboured under a. lingering 
diftemper, which, in all probability, 
would foon puta period to herlife. He 
then launched out in praife of her daugh- 
ter’s virtue and conjugal affection; and 
laftly told him, that he was her father, 
confeffor, and ‘pitched upon to be her 
conduétor through Flanders, by her 
hufband, who, as well as his wife, placed 
the utmoft confidence in his prudence 
and integrity. 

Pickle eafily comprehended the mean- 
ing of this infinuation, and took the 
hint accordingly. He tickled the prieit’s 
vanity with extraordinary encomiums 
upon the difinterefted principles of his 
order, which were detached from all 
worldly purfuits, and altogether devoted 
to the eternal falvation of mankind. He 
applauded their patience, humility, and 
learning, and lavifhed a world of praife 
upon their talent in preaching, which 
(he faid) had more than once operated 
fo powerfully upon him, that had he 
not been reftrained by certain confidera- 
tions which he could not poffibiy wave, 
he fhould have embraced their tenets, 
and begged admiffion into their frater- 
nity: but, as the circumftances of his 
fate would not permit him to take fuch 

a falutary 
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a falutary meafure for the prefent, he 
intreated. the good father to accept a 
fmall token of his love and refpeét, for 
the benefit of that convent to which he 
belonged. So faying, he pulled outa 
purfe of ten guineas, which the capu- 
chin obferving, turned his head another 
way, and lifting up his arm, difplayed 
a pocket almoft as high as his collar- 
bone, in which he depofited the money, ° 
This proof of affe&tion for the order 
iefltrced a fudden and furprizing effect 
upon the friar. In the tranfport of his 
zeal he wrung this femi-convert’s hand, 
fhowered a thoufand benedi€tions upon 
his head, and exhorted him with the 
tears flowing from his eyes, to perfect 
the great work which the finger of God 
had begun in his heart; and as an in- 
ftance of his concern for the welfare of 
his precious foul, the holy brother pro- 
mifed to recommend him ftrenuoufly to 
the pious admonitions of the young wo- 
man under his care,- who was a perfect 
faint upon earth, and endued with the 
peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of 
ebdurate finners, ¢ O father!’ cried 
the hypocritical projector, who by this 
time perceived that his money was 
not thrown away, ‘ if I could be fa- 
voured but for one half hour with the 
© private inftruétion of that in{pired de- 
votee, my mind prefages, that I fhould 
be a ftrayed fheep brought back into 
the fold, and that I fhould find eafy 
entrance at the gates of heaven! There 
is fomething fupernatural in herafpeé ; 
I gaze upon her with the moft pious fer- 
vor, and my whole foul is agitated with 
tumults of hope and defpair!’ Having 
pronounced this rhapfody with tran{port 
half natural and half affected, the prieft 
affured him, that thefe were operations 
of the fpirit, which muft not be re- 
prefled; and comforted him with the 
hope of enjoying the bleffed interview 
which he defired; protefting, that as far 
as his influence extended, his with 
fhould be that very evening indulged. 
The gracious pupil thanked him for his 
benevolent concern, which he fwore 
fhould not be fquandered upon an tn- 
grateful objeét; and the reft of the 
company interrupting the converfation, 
they returned in a body to the inn, 
where they dined all together, and the 
ladies were perfuaded to be our hero’s 
guetts. , 
As the fubje&ts°on which they had 
been engaged before dinner were not 
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exhaufted, each brace reftimed their fora 
mer theme, ‘when they were replaced in 
the diligence. The painter’s miltrefs 
finithed her conqueft, by exerting ‘her 
fkill in the art of ogling, accompanied 
by frequent bewitching fighs, and fome 
tender French fongs, that fhe fung with 


' fuch pathetick expreffion, as quite melt- 


ed-the refolution of Pallet, and utterly 
fubdued his affeftion: and he, to con- 
vince her of the importance of her vic- 


‘tory, gave a fpecimen of his own ta- 


Jents, by entertaining her with that ce- 
lebrated Englith ditty, the burden of 
which begins with, * The pigs they lie 
* with their arfes bare.” 


6 


CrHA? -2TX. © 


HE MAKES SOME PROGRESS IN 
HER AFFECTIONS; IS INTER- 
RUPTED BY A DISPUTE BE- 
TWEEN JOLTER AND A JEW; 
APPEASES THE WRATH OF THE 
CAPUCHIN, WHO PROCURES FOR 
HIM AN INTERVIEW WITH HIS 
FAIR ENSLAVER, IN WHICH HE 
FINDS HIMSELF DECEIVED. 


EREGRINE, meanwhile, em- 

: ployed all his infinuation and ad- 
drefs in pra€tifing upon the heart of the 
capuchin’s fair charge. He had long 
ago declared his paffion, not in the 
fuperficial manner of a French gallant, 
but with all the ardour of an enthufiaft. 
He had Janguiilied, vowed, flattered, 
kiffed her hand by ttealth, and had no 
reafon to complain of his’ reception. 
Though by a man of lefs fanguine dif- 
pofition, her particular complaifance 
would have been deemed equivocal, and 
perhaps nothing more than the effect of 
French breeding and conftitutional vi- 
vacity; he gave his own qualifications 
credit for the whole, and with thefe fen- 
timents carried on the attack with {uch 
unabating vigour, that fhe was actually 
revailed upon to accept a ring, which 
he prefented as a token of his efteem 5 
and every thing proceeded im a moit 
profperous train, when they were dif- 
turbed by the governor and Ifraelite, 
who in the heat of difputation raifed 
their voices, and poured forth fuch ef- 
fufions of gutturals, as fet our lover's 
teeth on edge. As they {poke ina lan- 
guage unknown to every one in the car- 
riage but themfelves. and looked at each 
U2 other 
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other with mutual animofity and ran- 
cour, Peregrine defired to know the 
caufe of their contention. Upon which, 
Jolter exclaimed in a furious tone, 
‘ This learned Levite, forfooth, has the 
impudence to te]l me that I don't un- 
derftand Hebrew; and affirms, that 
the word Benoni fignifies ebild of joy ; 
whereas I can prove, and indeed have 
already faid enough to convince any 
reafonable man, that in the Septua- 
gint it is rightly tranflated into fon of 
my forrow.’ Having thus explained 
himfelf to his pupil, he turned to the 
prieft, with intention to appeal to his 
determination; but the Jew. pulled him 
by the fleeve with great eagernefs, fay- 
ing, © For the love of God be quiet, the 
* capuchin will difcover who we are!" 
Jolter, offended at this conjunction, 
echoed, § Who we are!’ with great 
emphafis; and repeating nos poma na- 
tamus, afked ironically, to which of 
the tribes the Jew thought he belonged. 
The Levite affronted at his comparing 
him to a ball of horfe-dung, replied 
with a moft fignificant grin, § To the 
¢ tribe of Iffachar.” His antagonift, 
taking the advantage of his unwilling- 
nefs to be known by the friar, and 
prompted by revenge for the freedom he 
Pad ufed, anfwered in the French lan- 
’guage, that the judgment of God was 
{till manifeft upon their whole race, not 
only in their being in the ftate of exiles 
from their native land, but alfo in the 
fpite of their hearts and pravity of their 
difpofitions, which demonttrate them to 
be the genuine offspring of thofe who 
crucified the Saviour of the world, 

His expeétation was, however, de- 
feated; the pricit him{elf was too deeply 
engaged, to attend to the debates of 
other people. The phyfician, in the 
pride and infolence of his learning, had 
undertaken to difplay the abfurdity of 
the Chriftian faith; haying already (as 
he thought) confuted the capuchin, 
touching the points of belief in which 
the Roman Catholicks differ fram the 
reft of the world: But not contented 
with the imagined viétory he had gained, 
he began to ftrike at the fundamentals 
of religion; and the'father, with incre- 
dible forbearance, fuffered him go make 
very free with the doétrine of the Trini- 
ty: hut, when he levelled the thafts of 
his ridicule at the immaculate concep- 
tion of the Bleficd Virgin, the good 
aman’s patience forfook him, his eyes 
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feemed to kindle with indignation, he 
trembled in every joint, and uttered 
with a loud voice, ‘ Thou art an abo- 
* minable—J will not call thee heretick, 
* for thou art worfe (if poffible) than a 
‘ Jew; you deferve to be inclofed in a 
€ furnace feven times heated, and I 
© have a good mind to lodge an infor 
‘ mation againft you with the Governor 
* of Ghent, that you may be appre- 
‘ hended and punifhed as an impious 
* blafphemer.” 

This menace operated like a charm 
upon all prefent. The doctor was con- 
founded; the governor difmayed ; the 
Levite’s teeth chattered ; the painter was 
aftonifhed at the general confufion, the 
¢aufe of which he could not compre- 
hend; and Pickle himfelf, not a httle 
alarmed, was obliged to ufe all his in- 
tereft and affiduity in appeafing this 
fon of the church; who, at length, in 
coniiieration of the friendfhip he pro- 
fefled for the young gentleman, con- 
fented to forgive what had paffed, but 
abfolutely rebate to fit in contaét with 
fuch a profane wretcli, whdm he looked 
upon asa fiend of darknefs, fent by the 
enemy of mankind to poifon the minds of 
weak people; fo that, after having croffed 
himfelf, and muttered certain exorcifms, 
he infifted upon the doétor’s changing 
places with the Jew, who approached 
= offended ecclefiaftick in an agony of 

ear. 

Matters being thus compromiied, the 
converfation flowed in a more genera] 
channel; and without the intervention 
of any other accident, or bone of con- 
tention, the carriage arrived at the city ~ 
of Ghent about feven in the evening. 
Supper being ‘befpoke for. the whole 
company, our adventurer and his friends 
went out to take a fuperficial view of 
the place, leaving his new miftrefs to 
the pious exhortations of her confeffor, 
whom (as we have already obferved) 
he had fecured in his intereft. This 
zealous mediator fpoke fo warmly in 
his commendation, and interefted her 
con{cience fo much in the affair, that 
fhe could not refufe her helping hand to 
the great work of his converfion, and 
pramifed to grant the interview he de- 
fired. 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, 
which the capuchin communicated to 
Peregrine at his return, elevated his 
fpirits to fuch a degree, that he fhone at 
{uppey with yncommen brilliance, ina 

thoufand 
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thoufand fallies of wit and pleafantry, 
to the admiration and delight of all 
prefent, efpecially of his fair Fleming, 
who feemed quite captivated by his per- 
fon and behaviour. 

The evening being thus fpent to the 

fatisfaétion of all parties, the company 
broke up, and retired to their feveral 
apartments, when our lover, tohis un- 
{peakable mortification, learned that the 
‘two ladies were obliged to lie in the 
fame room, all the other chambers of 
the inn being pre-occupied. When he 
imparted this difficulty to the prieft, that 
charitable father, who was very fruit- 
ful in expedients, affured him, that his 
fpiritual concerns fhould not be obftrugé- 
ed by fuch a flender impediment; and 
accordingly availed himfelf of his pre- 
rogative, by going in to his daughter’s 
chamber when fhe was almoft undrefled, 
and leading her into his own, on pre- 
tence of adminiftering falutary food for 
her foul. Having brought the two vo- 
taries together, he prayed for fuccefs fo 
the operations of grace, and left them to 
their mutual meditations, after having 
conjured them in thé moft folemn man- 
ner to let no impure fentiments, or temp- 
tations of the flefh, interfere with the 
hallowed defign of their meeting. 

The reverend interceffor being gone, 
and the door fattened on the infide, the 
pfeudo-convert, tran{ported with his paf- 
fion, threw himéelf athis Amanda’s feet ; 
and begging fhe would fpare him the te- 
dious torm of addrefles, which the na- 
ture of their interview would not permit 
him to obferve, began with all the im- 
petuofity of love to make the moit by 
the occafion. But whether the was dif- 
pleafed by the intrepidity and affurance 
of his behaviour, thinking herfelf in- 
titled to more courtfhip and refpect, or 
was really better fortified with chattity 
than he or his procurer had fuppofed her 
to be, certain it is, fhe expreffed refent- 
ment and furprize at his boldnefs and 
prefumption, and upbraided him with 
having impofed upon the charity of the 
friar. The young gentleman was really 
as much aftonifhed at this rebuff, as fhe 
pretended to be at his declaration, and 
earneftly entreated her to confider how 
precious the moments were, and for once 
facrifice fuperfluous ceremony, to the 
happinefs of one, who adored her with 
fuch a flame, as could not fail to con- 
fume his vitals, if fhe would not deign 
to blefs hjm with her favour, Notwith- 


‘erafe. 
a delicate confent ; and obeying the im- 
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ftanding all his tears, vows, and fup- 
plications, his perfonal accomplifhments, 
and the tempting opportunity, all that 
he could obtain, was an acknowledg- 
ment of his having made an impreffion 
upon her heart, which the hoped the 
diétates of her duty would enable her to 
This confeffion he confidered as 


pulfe of his love, fnatched her up in his 
arms, with an intention of feizing that 
which fhe declined to give; when this 
French Lucretia, unable to defend her 
virtue any other way, {creamed aloud ; 
and the capuchin, fetting his fhoulder 
to the door, forced it open, and entered 
in an affected extafy of amazement. 
He lifted up his hands and eyes, and 
pretended to be thunderftruck at the dif- 
covery he had made; then, in broken 
exclamations, profeffed his horror at the 
wicked intention of our hero, who had 
covered fuch a damnable fcheme with 
the mafk of religion. 

In fhort, he performed his cue with 
fuch dexterity, that the lady believ- 
ing him in earneft, begged he would 
forgive the ftranger, on account of his 
youth and education, which had been 
tainted by the errors of herefy; and he 
was on thefe confiderations content to 
accept the tubmiffion of our hero, who, 
far from renouncing his expectations, 
notwithftanding this mortifying repulfe, 
confided fo much in his own talents, 
and the confeflion which his miftrefs had 
made, that he refolved to make another 
effort, to which nothing could have 
prompted him but the utmoft turbu- 
lence of unruly defire. 


CHAP. XX. 


HE MAKES ANOTHER EFFORT TO- 
WARDS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF HIS WISH, WHICH 15 POST- 
PONED BY A STRANGE ACCI- 
DENT. 


E directed his valet de chambre, 

who was a thorough-paced pimp, 

to kindle fome ftraw in the yard, and 
then pafs by the door of her apartment, 
crying with a loud voice, that the houfe 
wason fire. This alarm brought both 
ladies out of their chambers in a mo- 
ment, and Peregrine taking the advan- 
tage of their running to the ftreet door, 
entered the room and concealed him(elf 
under 
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under a large table that ftood in an un- 
obferved corner. ‘The nymphs, as foon 
as they underftood the caufe of his Mer- 
_ cury’s fuppofed affright, returned to their 
apartment, and having faid their prayers, 
undreffed themfelves:and went to bed. 
This fcene, which fell under the obfer- 
vation of Pickle, did not at all contri- 
bute to the cooling of his concupifcence, 
but on the contrary inflamed him to fuch 
a degree, that he could {carce reftrain his 
impatience, until by her breathing deep, 
he concluded the fellow-lodger of his 
Amanda was afleep. This welcome 
note no fooner faluted his ears, than he 
crept to his charmer’s bed- fide, and plac- 
ing himfelf on his knees, gently laid 
hold on her white hand, and prefled it 
to his lips. She had juft begun to clofe 
her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable op- 
preflion offlumber, when fhe was rouzed 
by this rape, at which fhe ftarted, pro- 
nouncing, in atone of furprize and dif- 
may, ‘ My God! who’s that?? The 
Jover, with the! moft infinuating humi- 
lity, befought her to hear him ; vowing 
that his intention in approaching her 
thus, was not to violate the laws of de- 
cency, or that indelible efteem which fhe 
had engraven on his heart; but to ma- 
nifeit his forrow and contrition for the 
umbrage he had given, to pour forth 
the overflowings of his foul, and tell her 
that he neither could nor would furvive 
her difpleafure. Thefe and many more 
pathetick proteftations, accompanied 
with fighs and tears, and other expref- 
fions of grief, which our hero had at 
command, could not fail to melt the 
tender heart of the amiable Fleming, 
already prepoffefied in favour cf his qua- 
hifications. She fympathized fo much 
with his affliction, as to weep in her turn, 
when flie reprefented the impoffibility of 
her rewarding his paffion; and he, 4eiz- 
ing the favourable moment, reimforced 
his folicitations with fuch trretiitible 
tranfports, that her refolution gave way, 
fhe began to breathe quick, exprefled 
her fear of being overheard by the other 
lady, and with an ejaculation of, * O 
* Heavens! Pm undone!’ futtered him, 
after a faint ftruggle, to make a lodg- 
ment upon the covered way of her bed. 
Her honour, however, was fecured fer 
the prefent, by a ftrange fort of knock- 
ine upon the wainfcot, at the other end 
of the room, hard by the bed in which 
- the female adventurer lay. 
Surprized at this circumftance, the 
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lady begged him for Heaven's fake te 
retreat, or her reputation would be 
ruined for ever: but when he repre- 
fented to her, that her character would 
run a much greater rifk, if he thould be 
dete&ted in withdrawing, the confented 
with great trepidation to his ftay, and 
they liftened in filence to the fequel of 
the noife that alarmed them. This was 
no other than an expedient of the pain- 
ter, to awaken his dulcinea, with whom 
he had made an affignation, or at leaft 
interchanged fuch-fignals as he thought 
amounted to a firm’appointment. His 
nymph being difturbed in her firft fleep, 
immediately underftood the found, and 
true to the agreement, rofe, and unbolt- 
ing the door as foftly as poffible, gave 
him admittance, leaving it open for his 
more commodious retreat. 

While. this happy gallant was em- 
ployed in difengaging himfelf from the 
difhabille in which he had entered, the 
capuchin fufpecting that Peregrine would 
make another attempt upon his charge, 
had crept filently to the apartment, in 
order to reconnoitre, left the adventure 
fhould be atchieved without his know- 
ledge; a circumftance that would de- 
prive him of the profits he might expeét 
from his privity and concurrence. Find- 
ing the door unlatched, his fufpicion 
was confirmed, and he made no fcruple 
of creeping into the chamber on all fours; 
fo that the painter having ftripped himfelf 
to the fhirt, in groping about for his 
dulcinea’s bed, chanced to lay his hand 
upon the fhaven crown of the father’s 
head, which, by a circular motion, the 
prieft began to turn round in his grafp, 
like a ball in a focket, to the furprize 
and confternation of poor Pallet, who 
having neither penetration to compre- 
hend the caufe, nor refolution to with- 
draw his fingers from this trange objeét 
of his touch, ftood {weating in the dark, 
and venting’ ejaculations with great de- 
votion. ‘The friar tired with this exer- 
cife, and the painful pofture in which 
he ftooped, railed himfelf gradually upon 
his teet, heaving up at the fame time the 
hand of the painter, whofe terror and 
ainazement increafed to fuch a degree at 
this unaccountable elevation, that his fa- 
culties began to fail; and his palm in 
the confution of his fright fliding over 
the prieft’s forehead, one of his fingers 
happened to flip into his mouth, and was 
iminediately tecured between the capu- 
chin’s tecth, with as firm a fixture as if 

if 
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it had been {crewed in a: black{mith’s 
vices. The painter was fo much difor- 
dered by this fudden fnap, which tor-. 


tured him to the bone, that forgetting : 


all. other confiderations, he roared aJoud, 
*- Murder! a fire! atrap,atrap! help, 
* Chriftians! forthe love of God, help!” 
Our hero, confounded ‘by thefe excla-. 
mations, which heknew would foon fill 
the room with {peétators, and incenfed } 
at his own .mortifying difappointment, 
was obliged to quit the untafted banquet; , 
and approaching the caufe of his misfor-. 
tune, juft as his tormentor had thought: 
proper to releafe-his finger, difcharged | 
{uch a hearty flap between. his fhoulders, ' 
as brought him to the ground with hi-: 
deous bellowing then retiring unper- 
ceived, to his own. chamber, was one 
of the firft who returned witha light, on 
pretence of having been alarmed with’ 
his cries. The capuchin had taken the: 
fame precaution, and followed Peregrine. 
into the room, pronouncing Bezedicite, 
and croffing himfelf with many marks of) 
aftonifhment. The phyfician and. Jolter: 
appearing at the. fame time, the unfor-: 
tunate painter was found lying naked on: 
the floor, in all the agony of horror and: 
difmay, blowing upon his left-hand,’ 
that hung dangling from the elbow. 
The circumftance of his being found in: 
that apartment, and the attitude of his 
affli€tion, whicli was extremely ridicu- 
luous, provoked the doétor to a fmile, 
and produced a. fmal] relaxation in the 
feverity of the governor’s countenance ; 
while Pickle, teftifying furprize and 
concern, lifted him from.the ground, 
and enquired into the caufe of his pre- 
fent fituation. Having, after fome re- 
collection, and fruitlefs endeavours to 
{peak, recovered the yfe of his tongue, 
he told them, that the houfe was cer- 
tainly haunted by evil {pirits, by which 
he had been conveyed (he knew not 
how) into that apartment,-and affliéted 
with all the tortures of hell: that one of 
them had made itfelf fenfible of his feel- 
ing, in the fhape of a round ball of 
{mooth flefh, whichturned round under 
his hand, like an aftronomer’s globe, 
and then rifing up toa furprizing height, 
was converted into a machine that laid 
hold on his finger, by a {nap, and having 
pinned him to the fpot, he continued for 
fome moments in unfpeakable agony. 
At lat he faid the engine feemed to melt 
away from his finger, and he received a 
fudden thwack ypon his flioulders, as 
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if- difcharged by the arm of a giant, 
which overthrew him in an inftant upon 
the floor. The prieft hearing this ftrange 
account, pulled out of one of his pouches 
a piece of confecrated candle, which he. 
lighted immediately, and muttered cer-« 
tain myfterious conjurations, Jolter, 
imagining that Pallet was drunk, thook: 
his head, faying, he believed the {pirit’ 
was no where but in his own brain. 
The phyfician, for once condefcended 
to be a wag, and looking towards one’ 
of the beds, obferved, that, in his opi- 
nion, the painter had béen mifled by. 
the flefh, and not by the fpirit. The: 
fair Fleming lay in filent aftonifhment: 
and affright; and her fellow-lodger, in 
order to acquit herfelf of all fufpicion, 
exclaimed with incredible volubility 
again{t the author of this uproar, who 
(the did not doubt) had concealed him- 
felf.in the apartment with a view of 
perpetrating fome wicked attempt upon 
her precious virtue, and was punithed: 
and prevented by the immediate inter- 
pofition of Heaven. At her defire, there-, 
fore, and at the earneft folicitation of 
the other lady, he was conduéted to his. 
own bed, and the chamber being eva- 
cuated, they locked their door, fully re- 
folved to admit no more vifitants for 
that night: while Peregrine, mad with 
feeing the delicious morfel, fnatched 
(as it were) from his very lip, ftalked 
through the paflage, like a ghoft, in hope 
of finding fome opportunity of re-enter- 
ing, till the day beginning to break, he 
was obliged to retire, curfing the idioti- 
cal condutt of the painter, which had 
fo unluckily interfered with his delight. 


Ca AP. x, 


THEY DEPART FROM GHENT. OUR 
HERO ENGAGES IN A POLITICAL 
DISPUTE WITH HIS MISTRESS, 
WHOM HE OFFENDS, AND PACI>- 


FIES WITH SUBMISSION. HE& 
PRACTISES AN EXPEDIENT TO 
DETAIN ‘THE CARRIAGE AT 
ALOST, AND CONFIRMS THE 


PRIEST IN HIS INTEREST. 


N EXT day, about one o'clock, 
after having feen every thing re- 
markable in town, and been prefent at 
the execution of two youths, who were 
hanged for ravifhing a whore, they took 
their departure from Ghent, in the f une 

carriage 
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carriage which had brought them thi- 
ther; and the converfation turning up- ‘ 
on the punifhment they had feen infliét- 
ed, the Flemifh beauty expreffed great 
fympathy and compafiion for the un- 
happy fufferers, who (as the had been 
informed) had fallen viétims to the ma- 
Jice of the accufer. Her fentiments— 
were efpoufed by all the company, ex- 
cept the French lady of pleafure ; who, 
thinking the credit of the fifterhood con- 
cerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed 
againft the profligacy of the age, and 
particularly the bafe and villainous at. . 
tempts of man upon the chaftity of the 
weaker fex; faying, witha look of in- 
dignation directed to the painter, that, 
for her own part, fhe fhould never be 
able to manifeit the acknowledgment fhe 
owed to Providence, for having pro- 
tected her laft night from’ the wicked 
aims of unbridled luff. This obfer- 
vation introduced a feries of jokes, at 
the expence of Pallet, who hung his 
ears, and fat with a filent air of de-. 
jection, fearing that through the male- 
volence of the phyfician, his adventure 
might reach the ears of his wife. In- 
deed, though we have made fhift to ex- 
plain the whole tranfaction to the readér, 
it was an inextricable myftery to every 
individual in the diligence ; becaufe the 
part which was acted by the capuchin’ 
was known to himfelf alone; and even 
he was utterly ignorant of Pickle’s be- 
ing concerned in the affair; fo that the 
greate(t fhare of the painter’s fufferings 
were fuppofed to be the exaggerations 
of his own extravagant imzgination. 

In the midtt of their difcourfe on this 
, extraordinary fubjcét, the driver told 
them, that they were now on the very 


{pot where a detachment of the allied . 


army had been intercepted and cut off 
by the French ; and {topping the vehicle, 
entertained them with a local defcrip- 
tion of the battle of Melle. Upen this 
occafion, the Flemith lady, who, fince 
her marriage, had become a keen par- 
tizan for the French, gave a minute de- 
tail of all the circumftances, as they 
had been reprefented to her by her huf- 
band’s brother, who was in the aftion. 
This account, which funk the number 
of the French to fixteen, and raifed that 
of the allies to twenty thoufand men, 
was fo difagreeable to truth, as.well as 
te the laudable partiality of Peregrine, 
~ that he ventered to contradi& her affer- 
tions ; and a fierce difpute commenced, 
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that not only regarded the prefent quef- 
tion, but alio comprehended all the bat- 
tles in which the, Dukc of Marlborough 
had commanded againft Lewis the Four- 
teenth. .In the courfe of thefe debates, 
the divefted the great general of all the 
glory he had acquired, by affirming,’ 
that every victory he gained was pur- 
pofely loft by the French generals, in 
order to bring the fchemes of Madam 
de Maintenon into difcredit; and as a 
particular inftance, alledged that while 
the citadel of Lifle was befieged, Lewis 
faid, in prefence of the dauphin, that 
if the allies fhould be obliged to raife 
the fiege, he would immediately declare 
his marriage with that lady; upon 
which, the fon fent private orders to 


- Marfhal Boufflers to furrender the place. 


This ftrange allegation was fupported 
by the affeverations of the pricf& and 
the courtezan, and admitted as truth 
by the governor, who pretended to have 
heard it from good authority : while the 
doctor fat neutral, as one who thought 


* jt {candalous to know the hiftory of fuch 


modern events. ‘The Ifraelite, being a 
true Dutchman, lifted himfelf under the 
banners of our hero ;-who, in attempts 
ing to demonftrate the abfurdity and im- 
probability of what they had advanced, 
raifed fuch a hue and ery againft him- 
felf, and being infenfibly heated in the 
altercation, irritated his Amanda to fuch 
a degree, that her charming eyes kind- 
led with fury, and he faw great reafon 
to think, that if he did not fall upon 
fome method to deprecate her wrath, fhe 
would in a twinkling facrifice al] her 
efteem for him, to her own zeal for the 
glory of the French nation. Moved by 
this apprehenfion, his ardour cooled by 
degrees, and he infenfibly detached him- 
felf from the argument, leaving the 
whole care of fupporting it the Jew; 
who, finding himielf deferted, was fain 
to yield with difcretion; fo that the 
French remained mafters of the field, 
and their young heroine refumed her 
good humour. ¢ . 

Our hero having prudently fubmitted 
to the fuperior intelligence of his fair 
enflaver, began to be haraffed with the 
fears of lofing her for ever, and fet his 
invention ‘at work, to contrive fome 
means of indemnifying himfelf for his 
ailiduities, prefents, and the difappoint- 
ment he had already undergone. On 
pretence of enjoying a freer air, he 
mounted the box, and employed his elo- 
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eution and generofity with fuch fuccefs, 
that the driver undertook to difable the 
diligence from proceeding beyond the 
town of Aloft for that day; and in con- 
fequence of his premife, gently over- 
turned it when they were but ‘a mile 
fhort of that baiting place. He had 
taken his meafures i difcreetly, that 
this accident was attended with no other 
inconvenience than a fit of fear tnat 
took poffeffion of the ladies, and the 
neceffity to which they were reduced 
by the declaration of the coachman, 
who, upon examining the carriage, af- 
fured the company that the axle-tree 
had given way, and advifed them to 
walk forward to the inn, while he 
would jog after them at a flow pace, 
and do his endeavour the damage fhould 
be immediately repaired. Peregrine pre-, 
tended to be very much concerned at 
what had happened, and even curfed 
the driver for his inadvertency, expreff- 
ing infinite impatience to be at Bruffels, 
and withing that this misfortune might 
not detain them another night upon the 
road; but when his under-{trapper, ac- 
cording to his inftructions, came after- 
wards to the inn, and gave them to un- 
derftand that the workman he had em- 
ployed could not poffibly refit the ma- 
chine in lefs than fix hours, the crafty 
youth affeéted to lofe all temper, ftorm- 
ed at his emiffary, whom he reviled in 
the moft opprobrious terms, and threat- 
ened to cane for his mifconduét. The 


fellow protefted, with great humility, 


that their being overturned was owing 
to the failure of the axle-tree, and not 
to his want of care or dexterity in driv- 
ing; though rather than be thought the 
caufe of incommoding him, he would 
enquire for a poft-chaife, in which he 
might depart for Bruflels immediately. 
This expedient Pickle rejected, unlefs 
the whole company could be accommo- 
dated in the fame manner; and he had 
been previoufly informed by the driver, 
that the tow could not furnith more 
than one vehicle of that fort. His go- 
vernor, who was quite ignorant of his 
fcheme, reprefented that one night weuld 
foon be paffed; and exhorted him to 
bedr this {mall difappointment with a 
good grace, efpecially as the houfe feem- 
ed to be well provided for their enter- 
tainment, and the company fo much 
difpofed to be fociable. The capucain, 
who had found his account in cultivat- 
ing the acquaintance of the young ftran- 
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Ber, was not ill-pleafed at this event, 
which might, by protra&ting the term 
of their intercourfe, yield him fome op- 
ortunity of profiting ftill farther by his 
iberality: he therefore joined. Mr. Jol- 
tcr in his admonitions, congratulating 
himfelf upon the profpeét of enjoying 
his converfation a little longer than he 
had'expected. Our young gentleman ree 
ceived a compliment to the fame pur- 
pofe from the Hebrew, who had that 
day exercifed “his gallantry upon the 
French coquette, and was not without 
hope of reaping the fruits of his atten- 
tion; his rival, the painter, being quite 
difgraced and dejeéted by the adventure 
of Jaft night. As for the dogtor, he 
was too much ingroffed in the contem- 
plation of his own importance, to in- 
tereft himfe!f in the affair, or it's con< 
fequences, farther than by obferving, 
that the European powers ought to etta- 
blith publick games, like thofe that 
were celebrated of old in Greece; in 
which cafe, every ftate would te fup- 
plied with fuch dextrous charioteers, as 
would drive a machine at full fpeed, 
within a hair’s breadth of a precipice, 


‘without any danger of it’s being over- 


thrown. Peregrine could not help yield- | 
ing to their remonftrances, and united 
complaifance, for which he thanked 
them in very polite terns ; and his paf- 
fion feeming to fubfide, propofed they 
fhould amufe themfelves in walking 
round the ramparts. He hoped to enjoy 
fome private converfation with his ad- 
mired Fleming, who had this whole day 
behaved with remarkable referve. The 
propofal being embraced, he (as ufual) 
handed her into the ftreet, and tcok all 
opportunities of promoting his fuit; but 
they were attended fo clofely by her fa- 
ther confeffor, that he forefaw it would 
bé impracticable to accomplifh his aim, 
without the connivance of that cccle- 
fiaitick. This he was obliged to pyur- 
chafe with another purfe, which he of- 
fered, and was accepted as a charitable 
atonement for his criminal behaviour 
during the interview which the friar 
had procured for the good of his fout. 
The bencfa&tion was .no fooner made, 
than the pigus menditant edged off by 
little and little, till he joined the reft of 
the company, leaving his generous pa- 
tron at full liberty to profecute his pur- 

ofe. It is not to be doubted that our 
adventurer made a good ufe of this oc- 
cafion: he praétifed a thoufand “ . 
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of rhetorick, and-aétually exhaufted his 


whole addrefs, in perfuacing her to have 
compaffion upon his mifery, and indulge 
him with another private audience, with- 
eut which he fhould run diftraéted, and 
be guilty of extravagances, which, in 
the humanity of her difpofition, fhe 
would weep to fee. But, inftead of 
complying with his requeft, fhe chid 
him feverely for his prefumption, in 
profecuting her with his vicious ad- 
dreffes. She affured him, that although 
fhe had fecured a chamber for herfelf in 
this:place, -becaufe fhe had no ambition 
to be better acquainted with the other 
lady, he would be in the wrong to dif- 
turb her with another noéturnal vifit ; 
for fhe was determined to deny him ad- 
mittance. The lover was comforted by 
this. hint, which he underftood in the 
true acceptation ; and his paffion being 


inflamed bythe obftacles he had met. 


with, his heart beat high with the pro- 
fpeét’ of. poffeffion. Thefe raptures of 
expectation produced an inquietude, 
which difabled him from bearing: that 
fhare of the converfation for which he 
ufed to be diftinguifhed., His behaviour 
at fupper was a viciflitude of flartings 
and reveries. he capuchin, imputing 
this diforder to a fecond repulfe.from 
his charge, began to be invaded with 
the apprehenfion of being obliged to re- 
fund, and in.a whifper foradl our here 
to defpair. , . 


‘CHAP. XXIr. 


THE-FRENCH COQUETTE ENTRAPS 


THE HEART OF THE JEW, A-. 


GAINST WHOM PALLET ENTERS 
INTO A CONSPIRACY 3 BY WHICH 
PEREGRINE IS AGAIN DISAP- 
POINTED, AND THE \HEBREW’'S 
INCONTINENCE EXPOSED. 


EANWHILE, the French fy- 

ren, baulked in her defign upon 
her Englifh cully, who was fo eafily 
difheartened, and ‘hung his ears in ma- 
nifeit defpondence, rather than run the 
rifk of making a voyage that fhould be 
altogether unprofitable, refol ved to prac- 
tife ‘her charms upon the Dutch mer- 
chant. She had already made fuch in- 
novation upon his heart, that he culti- 
vated her with peculiar.complacency, 
gazed upon her with a moft Iibidinous 
‘ tare, and unbended his afpeét into a 


\ 
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grin that was truly Ifraclitith. The 
painter faw, and was offended at this 
correfpondence, which he confidered as 
an infult upon his misfortune, as well 
as -an evident preference of his rival; 
and con{cious ce own timidity, fwal- 
lowed an extraordinary glafs, that his 
invention might be ftimulated, and his 
refolution raifed to the contrivance and 
execution of fome {cheme of revenge. 
The wine, however, tailed in the ex- 
pected effeét, and without infpiring him 
with the plan,. ferved only to quicken 
his defire of vengeance; fo that he com- 
municated his purpofe to his friend Pe- 
regrine, and begged his affiftance ; but 
our young gentleman was too intent” 
upon his own affair, to mind the con- 
cerns of any other perfon; and he de- 
clining to be engaged in the projeét, 
Pallet had recourfe to the genius of 
Pickle’s valet de chambre, who readily 
embarked in the undertaking, and in- 
vented a plan, which was executed ac- 
cordingly. ¢ J 

The evening being pretty far advanc- 
ed, and the company deparated into their 
re{pe&tive apartments, Pickle repaired, 
in all the impatience of youth and de- 
fire, to the chamber of his charmer, and 
finding the door unbolted, entered in a 
tran{port of joy. By the light of the 
moon, which fhone through the wins 


dow, he was conduéted to her bed, 
‘which he approached in the utmof agi+ 
tation ; and perceiving her to all ap- 
_ pearance afleep, eflayed to wake her with 


a gentle kifs; but this method proved 
imeffeétual, becaufe fhe was determined 
to fave herfelf the confufion of being an 
accomplice in his guilt. He repeated 
the application, murmured a moft paf- 
fionate falutation in her ear, and took 
fuch other gentle methods of fignitying . 
his prefence, as perfuaded him that fhe 
was relolved to fleep, in fpite of all his 
endeavours... Flufiied with: this agree- 
able fuppofition, he locked the'door, in 
order to prevent interruption, and fteal- 
ing himielf under the cloaths, fet_for- 
tune at defiance, while he held the fair 
créature circled in his arms. ; 
Neverthelefs, near as he feemed to b 

to the happy accomplifhment of his de- 
fire, his hope was again fiultrated with 
a fearful noe, which in a moment 
awaked his Amanda in a fright, and 
for the prefent engaged all his atten- 
tions His valet de chambre, whom 
Pallet had confulted as a confederate in 


his 
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his revenge againt the lady of pleafure 
and her Jewith gallant, had hired of 
certain Bohemians, whs'chanced to lodge 
at the inn, a jack. afs adorned with bells, 
which, when every body was retired to 
treft, and the Het reap fuppofed to be 
bedded with his miftrefs, they led up 
ftairs into a long thoroughfare, from 
which the chambers were detached on 
each fide. The painter, perceiving the 
lady’s door a-jar, according to his ex- 
pectation, mounted this animal, with 
intention to ride into the room, and dif- 
turb the lovers in the mid:t of their mu- 
tual endearments; but the afs, true to 
It’s kind, finding himf{clf be*trid by an 
unknown rider, inftead of advancing in 
obedience to his conduétor, retreated 
backward to the other end of the paf- 
fage, in fpite of all the efforts of the 
painter, who fpurred and kicked, and 
pummelled to no purpofe. It was 
the noife of this contention between 
Pallet and the afs, which invaded the 
ears of Peregrine and his mittrefs, nei- 
ther of whom could form the leaft ra- 
tional conjecture about the caufe of fuch 
ftrange ditturbance, which increafed as 
the animal approached their apartment. 
At length, the bourique’s retrograde 
motion was obitruéted by the door, 
which it. forced open, in a twinkling, 
with one kick, and entered with fuch 
coniplication of found, as terrified the 
Jady almoft into a fit, and threw her 


lover into the utmoft perplexity and con. | 


fufion. The painter, finding himfelf. 
thus violently intruded into the bed- 
chamber of he knew not whom, and 
dreading the refentment of the poffeffor, 
who migbt difcharge a piftol at him as 
a robber who had broke into his apart- 
meni, was overwhelmed with confter- 
nation, and redoubled his exertion to 
accomplith a fpeedy retreat, fweating 
ail the time with fear, and putting up 
petitions to Heaven for his fafety; but 
his obitinate companion, regardlefs of 


his fituation, inflead of fubmittins to- 


his conduét, began to turn round like 
a nullttone, the united found ef his 
feet and bells producing a moft fur- 


prizing concert. The unfortunate rider, ° 


whirling: about in this manner, would 


have quitted his feat, and left the beaft - 


to his‘own amufement, but the rotation 
was fo rapid, that the terror of a fevere 


fall hindered him from attempting to’ 


difmount, and in the defperation of his 
heart, he feized one of it’s ears, which 
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he pinched fo unmercifully, that’ the 
creature fet up his throat, and brayed 
aloud. This hideous exclamation was 
no fooner heard by the fair Fleming, 
already chilled with panick, and pre- 

ared with fuperftition, than believing 

erfelf vifited by the devil, who was ~ 
permitted to punifh her for her infidelity 
to the matriage-bed, fhe uttered a fcream, 
and began to repeat her pater-nofter with 
aloud voice. Her lover, finding him- 
felf under the neceffity of retiring, ftart- 
ed up, and ftung with the moft violent 
pangs of rage and difappointment, ran 
directly to the {pot from whence this dia- 
belical noife feemed to proceed. There 
encountering the afs, he difcharged fuch 
a volley of blows at him and his rider, 


- that the creature carried him: off ata 


round trot, and they roared in unifon 
all the way. Having thus cleared the 
room of fuch difagreeable company, he 
went back to his miftrefs, and afluring 
her, that this was only fome foolith 
prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a 
promife of returning after the quiet of - 


“the inn fhould be eftablithed. 


In the mean time the noife of the 
bourique, the cries of the painter, and 
the lady’s fcream,’ had alarmed the 
whole houfe; and the afs, in the preci- 
pitation of his retreat, feeing people with 
lights before him, took fhelter in the 
apartment for which he was at firlt de- 
figned, jult as the Levite, arouzed at 
the uproar, had quitted his dulcinea, 
and was attempting to recover his own 
chamber unperceived. Seeing himfelf 
oppofed by fach an animal, mounted 
by a tall, meagre, lauthorn-jaw’'d figure, 
half naked, with’a white n'ght-cap upon 
his head, which added to the natural 
palenefs of his complexion, the Jew was 
forely troubled in mind, and believing 
it to be an apparition of Balaam and 
his afs, fled backward with a nimble 
pace, and crept under the bed, where 
he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and the 
prieft, who were the foremolt of thofe 
who had been arouzed by the noife, were 
not unmoved when they faw fucha 


‘fpeftacle rufhing into his chamber, from 


whence the lady of pleafwre began to 
fhriek. ‘The governor made a fuil halt, — 
and the capuchin difcovered no inclina- 
tion to preceed. . They were,. however, 
by the preffure of the crawd that fol- 
lowed them, thrutt forward to the door, 
through which the vifion entered; and 
there Jolter, with great ceremony, ¢om-! 
~~? plimented 
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plimented his reverence with the pas, 
befeeching him to walk in. The men- 
dicant was too courteous and humble 
to accept this preheminence, and a very 
earneft difpute enfued; during which 
the afs, in the courfe of his circuit, 
fhewed himfelf and rider, and in a 
trice decided the conteft; . for, ftruck 
with this fecond glimpfe, both, at one 
inftant, fprung backward with fuch 
force, as overturned their next men, 
who communicated the impulfe to thofe 
that ftood behind them, and thefe again 
to others; fo that the whole paflage was 
ftrewed with a long file of people, that 
Jay in a line, like the fequel and de- 
pendance of a pack of cards. In the 
midft of this haveck, our hero returned 
from his own room with an air of afto- 
nifhment, afking the caufe of this up- 
roar. Receiving fuch hints of intelli- 


gence as Jolter’s confternation would, 


permit him to give, he fnatched the 
candle out of his hand, and advanced 
into the haunted chamber without hefi- 
tation, being followed by all prefent, 
who broke-forth into a long and loud 
peal of laughter, when they perceived 


the ludicrous foukce of their difquict. » 


‘The painter himfelf made an effort to 
jointheirmirth, but he had been fo har- 
rowed by fear, and fmarted fo much 
with the pain of the difcipline he had re- 
ceived from Pickle, that he could not, 
with all his endeavour, vanquith the 
ruefulnefs of his countenance, His at- 
tempt ferved only to increafe the auk- 
wardnefe of his fituation, which was 
het at all mended by the behaviour of 
the coquette, who, furious with her dif- 
appointment, flipped on a petticoat and 
bed-gown, and f{pringing upon him, 
Jike -another Hecuba, with her nails, 
deprived all one fide of his nofe of the 
fkin, and would not have left him an 
eye to fee through, if fome of the com- 
pany had not refcued him from her un- 
merciful talons. -Provoked at this out- 
rage, as well as by her behaviour to 
him in the diligence, he publickly ex- 
plained his intention in entering her 
chamber in this equipage; and miffing 
the Hebrew among the {pectators, af- 
fied them that he muft have abfcond- 
ed fomewhere in the apartment. In 
purfuance of this intimation, the room 
was immediately fearched, and the mor- 
tified Levite pulled by the heels trem 
his lurking-place; fo that Pallet had 
the good fortune, at laft, to transfer the 
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laugh from himfelf to his rival and the 
French inamorata, who accordingly un- 
derwent the ridicule of the whole audi- 
ence. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


PALLET ENDEAVOURING TO UN- 
RAVEL THE MYSTERY OF THE 
TREATMEN THE HAD RECEIVED, 
FALLS OUT OF THE FRYING- 
PAN INTO THE FIRE. 


EVERTHELESS, Pallet was 

ftill confounded, and chagrined 
by. one confideration, which was no 
other than that of his having been fa 
roughly handled in the chamber, be- 
longing, as (he found upon enquiry) to 
the handfome young lady, who was un- 
der the capuchin’s dire&tion. He recol- 
lected, that the door was falt locked, 


“when his beaft burit it open; and he 


had no reafon to believe that any perfon 
followed him in. his irruption; on the 
other hand, he could not imagine, that 
fuch a gentle creature would either at- 
tempt to commit, or be able to execute 
fuch a defperate affault as that whicla 
his body had fuflaimed; and her de- 
meanor was fo modeft and circumfpect, 
that he durft not harbour the leaft fufpi- 
cion of her virtue. 

Thefe reflecticns bewildered him im 
the labyrinth of thought: he rummaged 
his whole imagination, endeavouring - 
to account for what had happened. At 
length he concluded, that either, Pere- 
grine, or the devil, or both, muft have 
been at the bottom of the whole affair, 
and determined, for the fatisfaftion of 
his curiofity, to watch our hero’s mo- 
tions, during the remaining part of 
the night, fo narrowly that his conduét, 
myiterious as it was, fhould not be able 
to elude his penetration. 

With thefe fentiments he retired to 
his own room, after the afs had been 
reftored to the right owners, and the 
prieft had vifited and confirmed his fair 
ward, who had been almoft diftracted 
with fear. Silence no fgoner prevailed 
again, than hecrawled darkling towards 
her door, and huddled himfelf up in an, 
obfcure corner, fram whence he might 
obferve tlie ingrefs or agrefs of any hu- 
man creature. He had not long re- 
mained in this poflure, when, fatigued 
with this adventure, and that of the. 


preceding 
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preceding night, his faculties were gra- 
dually overpowered with flaumber; and 
falling faft afleeps he began to {nore 
like a-whole congregation of prefbyte- 
rians. The Flemifh beauty, hearing 
this difcordant néife in the paffage, be- 
gan to be afraid of fome new alarm, 
and very prudently bolted her door: fo 
that when her lover wanted to repeat his 
vifit, he was not only furprized and in- 
cenfed at this difagreeable ferenade, the 
author of which he did not know; but 
when compelled by his paffion, which was 
by this time wound to the higheft pitch, 
he ventured to approach the entrance, he 
had the extreme mortification to find him- 
felf fhut out. He durft not knock or fig- 
nify his prefence in any other manner, on 
account of the lady’s reputation, which 
would have greatly fuffered, had the 
{norer been waked by his endeavours. 
Had he known that the perfon who thus 
thwarted his views was the painter, he 
would have taken fome effectual ftep to 
remove him; but he could not conceive 
what fhould induce Pallet to take up his 
refidence in that corner; nor could he 
ufe the affiftance of a light, to diftin- 
guith him, becaufe there was not a 
candle burning in the houfe. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the rage 
and vexation of our hero, while he con- 
tinued thus tantalized upon the brink 
of blifs, after his defire had been exaf- 
perated by the circumiftances of his two 
former difappointments. He ejaculated 
a thoufand execrations againft his own 
fortune; curfed all his fellow-travellers 
withoutexception; vowed revenge againft 


the painter, who had twice confounded. 


his moft interefting fcheme; and was 
tempted to execute immediate venge- 
ance upon the unknown caufe of his 
prefent mifcarriage. In this agony of 
diftraction did he {weat two whole hours 
in the paflage, though not without fome 
faint hope of being delivered from his 
tormentor, who (he imagined) upon 
waking, would undoubtedly, fhift his 
quarters, and leave the field free to his 
defigns; but when he heard the cock 
repeat his falutation to the mnern, which 
began to open.on the rear of night, he 
could no longer reftrain his indignation. 
Going tohis own chamber, he filled a ba- 
fon with cold water, and itanding at fome 
diftance, difcharged it full in the face of 
the gaping fnorer, who, over and above 
the furprize occafioned by the applica- 
tion, was almok fuffecated by the h- 
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quer that entered his mouth, and ran 
down into his wind-pipe. While he 
gafped like a perfon half drowned, with- 
out knowing the nature of his difatter, 
or remembering the fituation in which 
he fell afleep, Peregrine retired to his 
ewn door, and, to his no fmall afto- 
nifhment, from along how] that invaded 
his ears, learned that the patient was 
no other than Pallet, who had now, for 
the third time, baulked his good fortune. 

_Enraged at the complicated trefpafles 
of this unfortunate offender, he rufhed 
from, his apartment with a horfe-whip, 
and encountering the painter in his 
flight, overturned him in the paffage. 
There he exercifed the inftrument of his 
wrath with great feverity, on. pretence 
of miftaking him for fome prefumptu- 
ous cur, which had difturbed the re- 
pofe of the inn; nay, when he called 
aloud for mercy in a fupplicating tone, 
and his chaftifer could no longer pretend 
to treat him as a quadruped, fuch was 
the virulence of the young gentleman’s 
indignation, that he could not help de- 
claring his fatisfaction, by telling Pal- 
let he had richly deferved the punifhment 
he had undergone, for his madnefs, 
folly, and impertinence, in contriving 
and executing {uch idle fchemes, as had 
no other tendency than that of plaguing 
his neighbours. 

Pallet protefted, with great vehe- 
mence, that he was innocent, as the 
child unborn, of an intention to give 
umbrage to any perfon whatever, except 
the Ifraelite and‘his doxy, who he knew 
had incurred his difpleafure. ‘ But, as 
‘ God is my Saviour!” faid he, * I be- 
‘ JieveI am perfecuted with witchcraft, 
‘ and begin to think that damn’d prieft 
‘ is an agent for the devil; for he has 
‘ been but two nights in our company, 
¢ during which I have not clofed an 
‘eye; but, on the contrary, have been 
¢ tormented by all the fiends of ‘hell.’ 
Pickle peevifhly replied, that hts tor- 
ments had been occafioned by his own 
foolith imagination ; and afked how he 
came to howl in that corner. ‘The 
painter, who did not think proper ta 
own the truth, faid he had been tranf- 
ported thither by fome preternatura} 
conveyance, and foufed in water by an. 
invifible hand. The youth, in ‘hope of 
profiting by his abfence, advifed him to 
retire immediately to his bed, and by 
fleep ftrive to comfort lis brain, which 
feemed to be nota little difordebed by the 

want 
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want of that refrefhment. Pallet him- 

felf began to be very much of the fame 

way of thinking; and, in compliance 

with fuch whelefome counfel, berook 

dimfelf to reit, muttering prayers all-the* 
way for the recovery of lis own under- 

flanding. , 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, 
and 'ocking him up, put the key’in his 
own pocket, that he might not have it 
im his power to interrupt him again: but> 
in his return he was met by Mr. Jolter 
and the doctor, who had been a fecond ‘ 
time alarmed by the painter's cries, and 
come to enquire about this new adven- 
ture. Half trantick with fuch a feries of 
difappointments, he curfed them in his 
heart for their unfesfonable appearance. 
When they queftioned him about Pailet, 
he told them he hid found him: ftark 
fiaring mad, howling in acorner, and wet 
to the fkin, and conduéted him_to his 
room, where he was now a-bed. The 
phyfician hearing this circumftance, 
snade a. merit of his vanity; and, un- 
der pretence of concern for the patient's | 
welfare, defired he might have an op- 
portunity of examiminug the fymptoms 
of his diforder, without Jofs of time; 
abledging, that many difeafes might have 


_ beew ftifle’ in the birth, which after- 
“wards baffled all the endeavours of the 
' gnedical art. 


The young gentleman 
accordingly delivered the key, and once 
more withdrew into his own: chamber, ° 
with a view of feizing the firft occafion 
that thauld ‘prefent itfelf of renewing 
hts application to his Amanda’s door; 
while the dagtor, in his way to Pallet’s 


\apartmert, hinted to the governor his‘ 


fufpicion, that the patient laboured un- 
der that dreadful fymptom called the’ 
hydrophebia, which he obferwed had 
fometimes appeared in perfons who were 
net previoufly bit by a mad dog. This 
conjecture he founded upon the how]l* 
he uttered when he was foufed with wa-‘ 
ter, and began to recollect certain cir- 
cumftances ef the painter’s behaviour 
for fome days paft, which now he could 
plainly perceive had prognotticated fome 
fuch calamity, -He- then: afcribed the 
diftemper to the violent frights he had 
latehy undergone ; affirmed that the af- 


fair of the Baftile had made fuch a vio- 


Yent encroachment upon his underftand- 
ing, that his manner of thinking and’ 
fpeaking was entirely altered. By a 
theory ot his own invention, he explain- 
edithe effects of fear upon a loofe fyftem 


ea 
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of nerves, and demonftrated the modus 
in which the animal {pirits operate upon 
the ideas and power of imagination., 

This difquifition, which was com- 
municated at the painter's door, might 
have lafted till breakfaft, had not Jolter 
reminded him of his own tnaxim, Vert~ 


enti occurrite marbo; wpon which he 


put the key to immediate ufe, and they 
walked foftly towards the bed, where 
the patient lay extended at full length 
in the arms of fleep. The phyfician 
tock notice of his breathing hard, and 
his mouth being opens; and from thefe’ 
diagnofticks declared, that the liquidum 
nervofum was intimately afreéted, and 
the faliva impregnated with the fpicu- 
lated particles of the virus, howfoever 
contraéted. This fentence was ftill far- 
ther confirmed by the ftate of his pulfe, 
which being full and flow, indicated an 
oppreffed circulation, from a lofs of elaf- 
tic'ty in the propelling arteries. He pro- 
pofed that he fhould immediately fuffer 
a fecond afperfion of water, which would 
not only contribute to the cure, but alfo 
certify them beyond all poffibility of © 
doubt, with. regard to the ftate of the 


difeafe: for it would eyidently appear, 


from the manner in which he would bear 
the application, whether or not his hor- 
ror of water amounted to a confirmed 
hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compli- 
ance with this propofal, began to empty 
a bottle of water, which he found in the 


room in a bafon; when he was inter- 


rupted by the prefcriber, who advifed 
him to ufe the contents of the chamber- 
pot, which being impregnated with falt, 
would operate more effectually than pure 
element. Thus directed, the governor 
liftéd -up the veffel, which was replete 
with medicine, and with one turn of his 
hand difcharged the whole healing in- 
undation upon the ill-omen’d patient, 
who waking in the utmoft diftraction of 
horror, yelled moft hideoufly, juft at 
the time when Peregrine had brought 
his miftrefs to a parley, and entertained 
hopes of being admitted into her cham- 
ber. — : 

Terrified at this exclamation, fhe in- 


ftantly broke off the treatyy befeeching 


him to retire from the door, that her 
honour might receive noinjury from his 
being found in that place: and he had 


jut enough of recolleétion left to fee the 


neceflity of obeying the order; in con- 
formity to which he retreated well nigh 
deprived pf his fenfes, and almo t pers: 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 167 
foaded, that fo many unaccountable (the republican argued) exifted inde. 
difappointments muit have proceeded pendent of any private confidecation 
‘from fome fupernatural caufe, of which and could never be affeéted by any cba. 
the idiot Pallet was no more than the {ingent circumftance of time and for- 
involuntary inftrument. . , tune; while the other, who. abherred 
Meanwhile, the doctor having afcer- his principles, afferted the duties and 
tained the malady of the patient, wiiofe excellence of private friendhhip, with in- 
cries, interrupted by frequent fobs and finite rancour of altercation. 
fighs, he interpreted into the barking of = During the hotteft of the argument, 
a dog; and having no more falt water they were joined by the capuchin, whe 
at hand, refolved to renew the bath being aftonithed to fee them thus viru- 
with fuch materials as chance would lently engaged at the door, and to hear 
afford. He actually laid hold of the the painter bellowing within the cham- 
bottle ani bafon; but by this time the ber, conjured them, in the name of 
painter had recovered the ule of his God, to tell him the caufe of that con- 
fenfes fo well, as to perceive his drift; fulion, which had kept the whole houfe ~ 
and ftarting up, like a frantick Bed- in continual alarm during the bet past 
lamite, ran directly to his fword, fwear- of the night, and {eemed to be the im- 
ing with many horrid imprecations, that mediate work of the devil and his an- 
he would murder them both immediate- gels. When the governor gave him ¢o 
ly, if he fhould be hanged before din- ynderftand, that Pallet was vifited with 
ner. ‘They did not chufe to wait the an evil fpirit, he muttered a prayer of 
iffue of his threat, but retired with fuch St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook 
precipitation, that the phyfician had al- to cure the painter, provided he could 
moft diflocated his fhoulder, byrunning be fecured fo as that he might, without 
againft one fide of the entry. Jolter danger to himfelf, burn part of acer- 
having pulled the door after him, and tain relick under his nofe, which -he af- 
turned the key, betook himfelf to flight, {ured them was equal to the miraculous 
roaring aloud for affiftance. His col- power of Eleazar’s ring. * ‘They expref= 
league feeing the door fecured, valued~ fed great curiofity to know what this 
himfelf upon his refolution, and ex-_ treature was; and the prie!t was prevail-- 


horted him to return ; declaring, that 
for his own part, he was nore afraid of 
the madman’s teeth than of his weapon; 
and admonithing the governor to re- 
enter, and execute what they had left 


ed upon to tell them in confidence, that 
it was a collection of the pairings of the 
nails belonging to thofe two'madmen, 
whom Jefus purged of the jegion of de- 
vils that afterwards entered the fwine. 


undone. ‘ Go in,’ faid he, * without 
* fear or apprehenfion, and if any acci- 
* dent fhall happen to you, either froia 
* his flaver or his fword, I will ailitt 
€ you with my advice, which from this 
© ftation I can more coolly and diltin&- 
€ 
€ 
€ 
€ 


So faying, he pul'ed from one of his 
pockets a {mall box, containing alvout 
an ounce of the pairings of an horfe’s 
hoof; at fight of which, the governor 
could not help {miling, on account of 
the groffnefs of the wmpofition. The 
dotor afked, with a fupercilious finile, 
vwhether thofe maniacks whom Jefus 
cured, were of the forrel complexion, 
or dapple grey 3, for, from the texture of 
thefe parings, he could prove, that the 
original owners were of the quadvuped 
order, and even diftingyith, th .t their teet 


ly adminiiter, than [I fhould be able 
to fupply, if my ideas were difturbed, 
er my attention engaged in any per- 
fonal concern.’ 
Jolter, who could make no objeftion 
to the juftnefs of the conctufion, frank- 
ly owned that he had no inclination to 


try the experiment; obferving, that felf-. 


prefervation was the firtt law of nature ; 
that his conne€tions with the unhappy 
lunatick were but flight; and that it 
sould not be reafonably expected that 
he would run fuch rifks for his fervice, 
as were declined by one who had fet out 
with him from England on the footing 
of acempanion. ‘This infinuation in- 
troduced a difpute upon thé nature of 
benevolence, and the moral fenfe, which 


had been fortified with fhoes of iron. 
The mendicant, whe bore an inve- 
terate grudge againft this-fon of /E{cu- 
lapius, ever fince he had made fo free 
with the catholick religion, replied, with 
great bitternefs, that he was a wre'ch 
with whom no Chriftian ought tv com- 
municate; that the vengeance of Sleaven 
would one day overtake lim, on account 
of his. profanity; and that his heart was 
fhod with ametal much harder than iron, 
which 
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which nothing but hell-fire would he 
able to melt. 

It was now broad day, and all the 
fervants of the inn were a-foot. Pere- 
grine, feeing it would be impoffible to 
obtain any fort of indemnification for 
the time he had left; and the peturba- 
tion of his fpirits hindering him from 
enjoying repofe, which was, moreover, 
obftruéted by the noife of Pallet and his 
attendants, put on his cloaths at once, 
and in exceeding ill-humour, arrived at 
the {pot where this triumvirate ftood de- 
bating about the means of overpower- 
ing the furious painter, who {till con- 
tinued his fong of oaths and execra- 
tions, and made fundry efforts to break 
open the door. Chagrined as our hero 
was, he could not help laughing when 
he heard how the patient had been treat- 
ed and his indignation changing into 
compaffion, he called to him through 
the key-hole, defiring to know the rea- 
fon of his diftratted behaviour. Pallet 
no fooner recognized his voice, than 
Jowering his own to a whimpering tone, 
« My dear friend,” faid he, ¢ I have at 
© laft detected the ruffians who have per- 
¢ fecuted me fo much. I caught them 
in the fact of fuffocating me with cold 
water; and by the Lord I will be re- 
venged, or may i never live to finith 
my Cleopatra. For the love of God! 
‘open the door, and I will make that 
conceited pagan, that pretender totafte, 
that falfe devotee of the ancients, who 
poifons people with fillikickabies and 
devil’sdung ; I fay, I will make him 
a monument of my wrath, and an ex- 
ample to all the cheats and impoftures 
of the faculty; andas for that thick- 
headed, infolent pedant, his confede- 
rate, who emptied my own jordan 
upon me while I flept, he had better 
have been im his beloved Paris, botch- 
ing {chemes for his friend the preten- 
der, than incur the effects of my re- 
fentment. Gadfbodikins! I won't 
leave him a wind-pipe for the hang- 
‘man to ftop, at the end of another re- 
« bellion.” 

Pickle told him, his condu&t had been 
fo extravagant, as to confirm the whole 
company tn the belief, that he was ac- 
tually deprived of his fenfes; on which 
fuppofition, Mr. Jolter and the doétor 
had aéted the part of friends, in doing 
that which they thought moft conducive 
to his recovery; fo that their concern 
merited his thankful acknowledgment, 
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inftedd of his frantick menaces ; that for 
his own part, he would be the firft to 
condenin him, as one utterly bereft of 
his wits, and give orders for his being 
fecured as a madman, unlefs he would 
immediately give a proof of his fanity, 
by laying afide his fword, compofing his 
fpirits, and thanking his injured friends 
or their care of his perfon. ; 
This alternative. quieted his tranf- 
ports in a moment; he was terrified at 
the apprehenfion of being treated like a 
bedlamite, being dubious of the ftate 
of his own brain; and, on the other 
hand, had conceived fuch an horror and 
antipathy for his tormentors, that, far 


from believing himfelf obliged by what — 


they had done, he could not even think. 
of them without the utmoft rage and de- 
teftation. He therefore, in the moft 
tranquil voice he could affume, proteft- 
ed, that he never was lefs out of his 
fenfes than at prefent, though he did not 
know how long he might retain them, 
if he fhould be confidered in the light 
of a lunatick ; that in order to prove his 
being compos mentis, he was willing to 
facrifice the refentment he fo juftly har- 
boured againft thofe who by their ma- 
lice had brought him to this pafs: but, 
as he apprehended, it would be the 
hie fign of madnefs he could exhi- 

it, to thank them for the mifchiefs they 
had brought upon him, he defired to be 
excufed from making any fuch concef- 
fion; and fwore he would endure every 
thing, rather than be guilty of fuch mean 
abfurdity. . 

Peregrine held a confultation upon 
this reply, when the governor and phy- 
fician ftrenuoufly argued againft any 
capitulation with a maniack, and pro- 
pofed that fome method might be taken 
to feize, fetter, and convey him intoa 
dark room, where he might be treated 
according to the rules of art. But the 
capuchin underftanding the gircum- 
ftances of the cafe, undertook to reftore 
him to his former ftate, without having 
any recourfe to fuch violent meafures. 
Pickle, who was a better judge of the 
affair than any perfon prefent, opened 
the door without farther hefitation, and 
difplayed the poor painter ftanding with 
a woeful countenance, fhivering in his 
fhirt, which was as wet as if he had 
been dragged through the Dender: a 
fpéStacle which gave fuch offence to the 
chaite eyes of the Hebrew’s miftrefs, who 
was by this time one of the ak 
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that the turned her head another way, 
and withdrew to her own room, ex- 
claiming againft the indecent practices 
of mien, eke “2s 
Pallet, feeing the young gentleman 
enter, ran to him, and, fhaking him by 
the hand, called him his bett friend, and 
faid he had refcued him from thofe who 
had a defign againft his life. ‘The prieft 
would have produced his parings, and 
applied them to his nofe; but was hin- 
dered by Pickle, who advifed the patient 
to fhift himfelf, and put on his cloaths. 
This being done, with great order, and 
deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who with the 
doétor had kept a wary diftance, in ex- 
pectation of feeing fome ftrange effeéts 
of his diftraétion, began to believe that 
he had been guilty of a miftake, and ac- 
eufed the phyfician of having mifled him 
by his falfe diagnoftick, ‘The doétor 
fill infifted upon his former declaration; 
affuring him, that although Pallet en- 
goyed a fhort interval for the prefent, the 
delirium would foon recur, unlefs they 
would profit by this momentary calm, 
and order him to be blooded, bliftered, 
and purged, with all imaginary difpatch. 
The governor, however, notwith- 
ftanding this caution, advanced to the 
injured party, and begged pardon for 
the fhare he had in giving him fuch dif- 
turbance. He aclarty in the moft fo- 
Jemn manner, that he had no other in- 
tention than that of contributing towards 
his welfare; and that his behaviour was 
the refult of the phyfician’s prefcription, 
which he affirmed was abfolutely necef- 
fary for the recovery of his health. 
_ The painter, who had very little gall 
in his difpofition, was fatisfied with 
his apology ; but his refentment, which 
was before divided, now glowed with 
double fire againft his firit fellow-tra- 
veller, whom he looked upon as the 
author of all the mifchances he had 
undergoné, and marked out for his ven- 
geance accordingly. Yet the doors of 
reconciliation were not thut againit the 
dogtor, who, with great juftice, might 
have transferred this load of offence 
from himfelf to Peregrine ; who wasy 
without doubt, the fource of the pain- 
ter’s misfortune: but, in that cafe, he 
mutt have owned himfelf miftaken in his 
medical capacity ; and he did not think 
the friendfhip ot Pallet importantenough 
to be retrieved by fuch condefcention ; 
fo that he refolved to neglect him en- 
tirely, and gradually forget the former 
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corref} ondence he had maintained with 
a, perfon whom he deemed fo unworthy 
of his notice. 


CHAP. XXIV: 


PEREGRINE, ALMOST DISTRACTED 

- WITH HIS DISAPPOINTMENTS, 
CONJURES,THE FAIR FLEMING 
TO PERMIT HIS VISITS AT BRUS- 
SELS. SHE WITHDRAWS FEROM 
HIS PURSUIT. 


HINGS being thus adjutted, and 
_# allthe company dreffed, they went 
to breakfaft about five in the morning ; 
and in lefs than an hour after were feat- 
ed in the diligence, where.a profoun 
filence prevailed; Peregrine, who ufed 
to be the life of the fociety, being ex- 
tremely penfive and nielancholy on ac- 
count, of his mifhap; the Ifraelite and 
his dulcinea dejefted in confequence of 
their difgrace ; the poet abforpt in lofty 
meditation; the painter in fchemes of 
revenge; while Joker, rocked by the 
motion of the carriage, made himfelf 
amends for the want of reft he had ful- 
tained; and the mendicant, with his fair 
charge, were infeéted by the cloudy af- 
peét of our youth, in whofe difappoint- 
ment each. of them, for different rea- 
fons, boreno inconfiderable fhare. This 
general languor and recefs from al! bo- 
dily exercile, difpofed them all to re- 
ceive the gentle yoke of flumber; and 
in half an hour after they had embark- — 
ed, there was not one of them awake, — 
except our hero and his miftrefs, unlefs. 


the capuchin was pleafed to counterfeit ’ 


fleep, in order to indulge our young 
gentleman with an opportunity of enjoy - 
ing fome private converfation with ius 
beauteous ward. 

Peregrine did not negleét the occa- 
fion; but, on the contrary, feized the 
firft minute, and, in gentle murmurs, 
lamented his hard hap in being thus the 
{port of fortune. He affured her, (and 
that with great fincerity) that all the 
crofs accidents of his life had not colt 
him one half of the vexation and keen-_ 
nefs of chagrin which he had fuffered 
lait night ; ead that now he was on the 


‘brink ef parting from her, he fhouid be 


overwhelmed with the blackeft delpair, 
if the would not extend her compafion 
fo far as to give him an opportunity of 
fighing at her fect in Bruifels, ones 

the 
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the few days his affairs would. permit 
him to {pend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mor- 
tification, expreffed her forrow for being 
the innocent caufe of his anxiety; faid, 
fhe hoped laft night’s adventure would 
be a falutary warning to both their fouls; 
for fhe was perfuaded, that her virtue 
was protected by the intervention of 
Heaven ; that whatever impreffion it 
might have made upon him, fhe was 
enabled by it to adhere to that duty 
from which her paffion had begun to 
fwerve; and .befeeching him to forget 
her for his own peace, gave him to un- 
derftand, that neither the plan fhe had 
laid down for her own conduét, nor fhe 
di€tates of her honour, would allow her 
to receive his vifits, or carry on any other 
correfpondence with him, while fhe was 
reftriéted by the articles of her marriage- 
vow, ‘ | 

This explanation produced fuch a 
violent effet upon her admirer, that he 
was for fume minutes deprived of the fa- 
culty of fpeech ; which he no fooner re- 
covered, than he gave vent to the moft 
unbridled tranfports of paffion. He 
taxed her with barbarity and indiffe- 
rence; told her, that fhe had robbed him 
of his reafon and internal peace; that 


he would follow her to the ends of the 


earth, and ceafe to live fooner than ceafe 
to love her; that he would facrifice the 
innocent fool who had been the occafion 
of all this difquiet, and murder every 
man whom he-confidered as an obftruc- 
tion to his views. In a word, his paf- 
fions, which had continued to long in 
a ftate of the higheft fermentation, to- 
gether with the want of that repofe 
which calms and quiets the perturbation 
of the fpirits, had wrought him up to 
a pitch of real diftraétion. "While he 
uttered thefe delirious expreffions, the 
tears ran down his cheeks; and he un- 
derwent {uch agitation, that the tender 
heart of the fair Fleming was affected 
with his condition; and, while her own 
face was bedewed with the ftreams of 
fympathy, fhe begged him, for Hea- 
ven’s fake, to be compofed; and pro- 
mifed, for his fatisfa¢étion, to abate 


fomewhat of the rigour of her purpofe. 


Confoled by this kind declaration, he 
recolleéted himfelf; and taking out his 
pencil, gave her his addrefs, when fhe 
had affured him, that he fhould hear 
from her in four and twenty-hours at 
fartheft, after their feparation. 
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Thus foothed, he regained the em- 
pire of himfelf, and by degrees reco- 
vered his ferenity. But this was not the 
cafe with his Amanda, who, from this 
fample of his difpofition, dreaded the 
impetuofity of his youth, and was ef- 
feétually deterred from entering into any 
engagements that might fubje& her peace 
and reputation to the rath effects of fuch 
a violent fpirit. Though fhe was cap- 
tivated by his perfon and accomplifh- 
ments, fhe had reficction enough to fore- 


fee, that the longer fhe countenanced his 


paffion, her own heart would be more 
and more irretrievably engaged, and the 
quiet of her life the more expofed to con- 
tinual interruption. She therefore pro- 
fited by thefe confiderations, and a fenfe 
of religious honour, which helped her to 
withftand the fuggeftions of inclination ; 
and refolved to amufe her lover with 


‘ falfe hopes, until the fhould have it in 


her power to relinquifh his converfation, 
without running any rifk of fuffering 
by the inconfiderate fallies of his love. 
It was with this view, that fhe defired 
he would not infift upon attending her 
to her mother’s houfe, when the dili- 
gence arrived at Bruffels; and he, ca 
joled by her artifice, took a formal leave 
of her, together with the other ftrangers, 
fixing his habitation at the inn to which 
he and his fellow-travellers had been 
directed, in the impatient expectation of 
receiving a kind fummons from her 
within the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his 
imagination, he went to fee the ftadt- 
houfe, park, and arfena]; took a fuper- 
ficial view of the bookfellers cabinet of 
curiofities, and fpent the evening at the 
Italian opera, which was at that time 
exhibited for the entertainment of Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, then governor of the 
Low Countries. In fhort, the ftated 
period was almoft elapfed, when Pere- 
grine received a letter to this purpofe. 


4s 
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© FF you knew what violence I do my 

“own heart, in declaring, that I 
‘ have withdrawn myfelf for ever from 
¢ your addrefles, you would furely ap- 
‘ plaud the facrifice I make to virtue, 
‘ and ftrive to imitate this example of 
« felf-denial. Yes, Sir, Heaven hath 
‘ lent me grace to ftruggle with my 
¢ guilty paffion, and henceforth to avoid 
‘the dangerous fight of him who in- 
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« fpired it. I therefore conjure you, by 
the regard you ought to have for the 
eternal welfare of us both, as well as 
- by the efteem and affection you pro- 
fefs, to war with your unruly incli- 
nation, and defilt from all attempts 
of fruitrating the laudable refolution I 
have made. Seek not to invade the 
peace of one who loves you, to difturb 
the quiet of a family that never did you 
wrong, and to alienate the thoughts 
of a weak woman from a deferving’ 
man, who, by the moft facred claim, 
ought, to have the full poffeffion of her 
heart.’ : om 
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This billet, without either date or 
fubfeription, banifhed all remains of dif- 
cretion from the mind of our hero, who 
ran miftantly to the landlord in all the 
extafy of madnefs, and demanded , to 
fee the meflenger who brought the letter, 
on pain of putting his whole family to 
the {word. The innkeeper, terrified by 
his looks and menaces, fell upon his 
knees, protefting, in the face of Hea- 
ven, that he was utterly ignorant and 
innocent of any thing that could give 
him offence, and that-the billet was 
brought by a perfen whom he did not 
know, and who retired immediately, 
faying it required no anfwer. He then 
gave utterance to his fury in a thou- 
fand imprecations and invectives again{t 
the writer, whom he difhonoured with 
the appellations of a coquette, a jilt, an 
adventurer, who, by meaus of a pimp- 
ing prieft, had defrauded him of his 


money. He denounced vengeance a- 


gainft the mefidicant, whom he {wore . 


he would deltroy, if ever he thould fet 
eyes on him again. The painter un- 
luckily appearing during this paroxifm 
of raze, he feized him by the throat, 
faying, he was ruined by his accurfed 
folly ; and, in all likelihood, poor Pal- 
let would have been ftrangled, had not 
Jolter interpofed in his behaif, befeech- 
ing his pupil to have mercy upon the 
fufferer, and with infinite anxiety de- 
firing to know the caufe of this violent 
affault. He received no anfwer, but a 
ftring of incoherent curfes. When the . 
painter, with unfpeakable aftonifhment, 
took God to witnefs that he had done 
nothing to difoblige him, the’ governor 
began to think, in fad earneft, that Pe- 
regrine’s vivacity had at length rifen to 
the tranfports of aétual madnefs, and 
was himielf almoft diftracted'with this 
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fuppofition., That he might the better 
judge what remedy ought.to be applied, 
he ufed his whole influence, and prac- 
tifed all his eloquence upon the youth, 
in order to learn the immediate caufe of 
his delirium. He employed the mot 
pathetick intreaties, and even hed tears 
in the courfe of his fupplication ; fo 
that Pickle (the firlt violence of the hur-. 
ricane being blown over) was afhamed, 
of his own imprudence, and retired to 
his ‘chamber, in order to. recolle& his 
diffipated thoughts: there he fhut him- 
felf up, and for the fecond time pe- 
rufing the fatal epiftle, began to waver 
in his opinion of the author’s charaéter 
and intention. He fometimes confidered 
her as one of thofe nymphs, who, un 
der the mafk of innocence and fimpli- 
city, practife upon the hearts and puriés 
of unwary and unexperienced youths : 
this was the fuggeition of his. wrath, 
inflamed by difappointment; but, when , 
he reflected upon the circumftances of 
her behaviour, and recalled her parti- 
cular charms to his imagination,, the 
feverity of his cenfure gave way, and 
his heart declared in favour of her fin- 
cerity. Yet even this confideration ag- 
gravated the fenfe of his lofs, and .he 
was in danger of relapfing into his for- 
mer diftra€tion, when his paffion was a 
little becalmed by the hope of feeing her 
again, either by accident, or in the 
courfe of a diligent and minute enquiry, 
which he forthwith refolved to fet on 
foot. He had reafon to believe that her 
own heart would efpoufe his caufe, in 
fpite of her virtue’s determination, and 
did not defpair of meeting with the ca- 


-puchin, whofe good offices he knew he 


could at any time command. Com- / 
forted with thefe refleStions, the tem- 
pet of his foul fubfided. In lefs than 
two hours he joined his company, with 
an air of compofure, and afked the pain- 
ter’s forgivenefs for the freedom he had 
taken ; the caufe of which he promifed 
hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad 
of being reconciled on any terms to one 
whofe countenance fupported him in 
equilibrio with his antagonift the doc- 
tor; and Mr. Jolter was rejoiced be- 
yond meafure at his pupil's recovery. 


CHAP. XXV. 
oN 
PEREGRINE MEETS WITH MRS. 
HORNBECKs AND Is CONSOLED 
Y2 FOR 
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FOR HIS LOSS. HIS VALET DE 
CHAMBRE I$ EMBROILED WITH 
HER DUENNA; WHOM, HOW- 


EVER, HE FINDS MEANS TO AP- 


PEASE. ° , 


Rwe thing haying thus refumed 
‘it’s natural channel, they dined 
together in preat tranquillity. In the 
afternoon, Peregrine, ‘on pretence of 
ftaying at home to write letters, while 
his companions were at the coffee-houfe, 
ordered a coach to be called, and with 
his valet de chambre, who was the only 
perfon acquainted with the prefent ftate 
of his thoughts, fet out for the Prome- 
nade, to which all the'ladies of fafhion 
refort in the evening, during the fum- 
mer feafon, in hopes of {€eing his fugi- 
tive among the reit. ) ami 

Having made a circuit round the 
walk, and narrowly*obferved every fe- 
male in the place, he perceived at fome 
Aittance, the livery of Hornbeck upon a 
lacquey that ftood at the back of a 
coach : upon which, he ordered his man 
to reconnoitre ‘the faid carriage, while 
he pulled up his glaffes, that ite might 
not be difcovered, hefore he fhould have 


received fome intelligence, by which he - 


might conduct himfelf on this unex- 
pected occafion, that already began to 
ynterfere with the purpofe of his coming 
thither, though it could not difpute his 
attention with the idea of his charming 
unknown. 
‘ His Mercury having made his obfer- 
vations, reported, that there was no- 
body im the coach but Mrs. Hornbeck 
and.an‘elderly woman, who had all the 
air of ‘a duenna, and that the fervant 
was not the’ fame footman who had at- 
tended them in France. Encouraged by 
this information’, our hero ordered him- 
felf to be driven clofe up to that fidé of 
their conveniente‘cn which his old mif- 
trefs fat, and accofted her with the ujual 
falutation.. This lady no fooner beheld 
her ‘gallant, than her’ cheeks reddened 
with a double glow ; atid fne exclaimed; 
< Dear brother, I am ‘overjoyed to fee 
* you! Pray:confe into our coach.” He 


took the hint immediately; and, com- - 
‘the ladies from the coach, and then, for 


plying with her requeft, embraced this 
new fiiter with great affection": 
Perceiving that her attendant was very 
much furprized and alarmed at chis un- 
expected meeting, fhe, in order ‘to ba- 
nifh her fufpicion, and at. the fame time 
give her jover kis cus, told him thatvhis 
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brother (meaping her hufband) was 
gone to the Spa for a few weeks, by the 
advice of phyficians, on account of his 
ill flate of health; and that, frcm his 
laft letter, the had the pleafure to tell 
him, he was in a fair way of doing 
well. The young géntleman expreffed 
his fatisfa€tion at this piece of news; 
obferving, with an air of fraternal con- 
cern, that if his brother had not made 
too free with his conttitution, his friends 
in England would have liad no occafion 
to repine at his abfence and want of 
health, by which he was banifhed from 
his own country and connections. ‘ He 
then afked, with an affeétation of fur= 
prize, why the had not accompanied her 
{poufe; and was given to’ underitand, 
that his tendernefs of affection would not 
{uffer him to expofe her to the fatigues 
of the journey, which Jay amorig rocks 
that were almoft inacceffivie’ ie 
*-'The duenna’s doubts being eafed by 
this preamble of converfation, he chang~ 
ed the fubje& to the pleafures of the 
place; and, among other fuch quef- 
tions, enquired if fhe had as yet vifited 
Verfailies. ‘This is a publick - houte, 
fituated tpon the canal at the diftance 
of ahout two miles from town, and 
accommodated with tolerable gardens 
for the’ entertainment of company.— 
When fhe repiied;in the negative, hé 
propofed to accompany her thither im- 
mediately 5 but the governante, who had 
hitherto fat filent, objeéted to this pro- 
pofals telling them in broken Englifh, 
that as the lady was under her care,’ 
fhe could not anfwer'to Mr. Hombeck 
for allowing her to vifit fuch a fufpi- 
cious place. ‘ ‘As for that matter, Ma- 
‘dam,’ faid the confident gallant, ‘ give 
* yourfelf no trouble; the confequences 
‘ fhall be at my peril, and EF will un- 
« dertake to infure you againft my bro- 
‘ ther’s refentment.’ So faying, he di- 
rected the coachman to the place, and 
ordered his own to follow, under the 
aufpices of his valet de chambre; while 
the old gentlewoman, over-ruled by his 
affurance; quietly fubmitted to his au- 
thority. 7: ion 

Being arrived at the place, he handed 


the firft time, obferved that the duenna 
was lame; a circumftance of which he 
did ‘not fcruple to take the advantage: 

for they had fcarce alighted, and drank 
a tlafs of wine, when he advifed his — 
fifter ta enjoy a walk in the garden ; and © 
i ) cs) , althoug’d - 
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although the attendant made fhift to 
keep them almoft always in view, they 
enjoyed a detached converfation, in which 
Peregrine learned, that the true caufe of 
her being left behind at Bruffels, whilft 
her hufband proceeded to Spa, was his 
dread of the company and familiarities 
of that place, to which his jealoufy 
durft not expofe her; and that the had 
lived three weeks in a convent at Lifle, 
from which fhe was delivered by his 
own free motion, becaufe indeed he could 
no longer exift without her company ; 
and laitly, our lover underitood, that 
her governante was a mere dragon, who 
had been recommended to him by a 
Spanifh merchant, whofe wife fhe at- 
tended to her dying day; but fhe very 
much queftioned whether ‘or not her 


fidelity was proof enough again money. 


and ftrongz waters. Peregrine affured her 
‘the expériment fhould be tried before 
parting; and they agreed to pafs the 
night at Verfailles, provided his endea- 
yours fliould fucceed. é ; 

’ Having exercifed ‘themfelves in this 
manner, until his duenna’s {pirits' were 
pretty much exhaufted, that the might 
be the better difpofed to recruit them 
with a glafs of liquor, they returned 
to their apartment, and the cordial was 
recommended and received in a bumper: 
but as it did not ‘produce fuch a vifible 
alteration as the fanguine hopes of Pickle 
had made him expeét, and the old gen- 
tlewoman obferved that it began to be 
late, and that the gates would be fhut 
in a little time, he filled up a parting 
glafs, and pledged her in equal quan- 
tity. ° Her blood was too much chilled 
to be warmed even by this extraordinary 
dofe, which’ made immediate innova- 
tion in thé brain‘of our youth, who in 
the gaiety of his imagination over- 
whelmed this She- Argus with fuch pro- 
fufion of gallantry, that fhe was more 
intoxicated with his expreffions than 
with the fpirits fhe had drank. When 
in the courfe of ‘toying he dropped a 
purfe into’ her'“bofom, fhe feemed to 
forget how the night wore, and with 
the approbation of her charge, affented 


to his propofal of having fomething for 


fupper. aE rv 
, ‘This was a great point which our ad- 
venturer had gained, and yet he plainly 
ye that the governante miftook 
is meaning, by giving herfelf credit 
for all the paifion he had profefled. As 
this error could be rettified by no other 
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means than thofe of plying her with 
the bottle, until her diitinguithing fa- 
culties fhould be overpowered, he pro- 
moted a quick circulatian. She did 
him juftice, without any manifett figns 
of inebriation, fo Jong, that his own 


“eyes began to reel in the fockets ; and 


he found that before his fcheme could 
be accomplifhed, he fhould be effeétu- 
ally unfitted for all the purpofes of love. 
He therefore had recourle to his valet 
de chambre, who underftood the hint 
as foon as it was given, and readily un- 
dertook to perform the part, of which 
his mafter had played the prelude. This 
affair being fettled to his fatisfaétion, 
and the night at odds with morning, 
he took an opportunity of imparting to 
the ear of this aged dulcinea a kind 
whifper, importing a promife of vifit- 
ing her, when his fifter fhould be re- 
tired to her own chamber, and an earn- 
eft defire of leaving her door unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being com- 
municated, he conveyed a caution of 
the fame nature to Mrs. Hornbeck, as 
he led her to her apartment; and dark- 
nefs and filence no fooner prevailed in 
the houfe, than he and his trufty {quire 
fet out on their different voyages. Eve- 
ry thing would have fucceeded accord- 
ing to ‘their wifli, had not the valet de 
chambre fuffered himfelf to fall afleep 
at the fide of his inamorata, and in the 
agitation of a violent dream, exclaimed 
in a voice fo unlike that of her fup- 


‘ pofed adorer, that fhe diftinguiflied the 


difference’ at once. Waking him wita 
a pinch and a loud fhriek, ‘fhe threaten - 
ed to profecute him fora rape, and re- 
viled him with all the epithets herrage 
and difappointment could fuggeft. 

The Frenchman findingshimfelf de- 
tected, behaved with great temper and 
addrefs: he begged fhe would compofe 
herfelf, on account of her own repu- 
tation, which was extremely dear to 
him ; proteiting, that he had a mott in- 
violable efteem for her perfon. His re- 
prefentations had weight with the duen- 
na; who, upon recollection, compre- 
hended the whole affair, and thought 
it would be her intereft to bring matters 
to an accommodation. She therefore 
admitted the apologies of her bed-fel- 
low, provided he-would promife to 
atone by marriage for the injury fhe 
had fuftained; and in this particular he 
fet her heart at eafe by repeated vows, 
which he uttered with furprizing volu- 

- bility, 


FTA 
bility, though without any intention to 
pertorm the leatt title of their con- 
tents. , 

» Peregrine, who had been al rmed by 
‘ii exclamation, and run to the door 
with a view of interpoling, according 
to the emergency. of the cafe, overhear- 
ing the affair thus compromifed, re- 
turned to his miftrefs, who was highly 
entertained with an account of what 
had pafled, forefeeing, that for the fu- 
tare fhe fhould be under no difficulty 
or reftri€tion from the feverity of her 
geard. 
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CHAP, XXVI. 


HORNBECK 3S INFORMED OF HES 
WIFE'S ADVENTURE WITH PERE- 
GRINE, FOR WHOM HE PREPARES 
A SFRATAGEM, WHICH IS REN- 

-DERED INEFFECTUAL BY THE 
INFORMATION OF PIPES. THE 
HUSBAND Is DUCKED FOR HIS 


INTENTION, AND OUR HERO AP- 


PREHENDED BY THE PATROLE. 


HERE was another perfon, how-. 


ever, fill ungained; and that was 
no other than her footman, whofe fe- 
crefy our hero edie! to fecure in the 
morning by an handfome prefent, which 
he received with many profeflions of 


gratitude and devotion to his fervice; _ 


yet this complaifance was nothing but 
a cloak ufed to diiguife the defen he 
harboured of making his matter ac- 
quainted with the whoie tranfaction. In- 
¢ deed, this lacquey had been hired, not 
only as a {py upen his miftrefs, but 
alfo asa check on the condudt'of the 
governante, with promtfe of ample re- 
ward, if ever he fhould difcover any 
finifter or fufpicions practices in the 
courfe of her behaviour. As for the 
footman, whom they had brought from 
England, he was retained in attendance 
upon the perfon of his mafter, whofe 
confidence he had loft, by advifing” him 
to gentle methods of reclaiming his 
lady, when her irregularities had fub- 
jedled her to his wrath. 
‘The Plemith valet, in confequence of 
_the cthce he had undertaken, wrote to 
Hornbeck by the firft polt, giving an 
exaét detail of the adventure at Ver- 
failles, with fuch a defcription of the 
pretended brother, as left the hufband 
no room to think hie could be any other 
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perfon' than his firft difhenourer; and 
exafperated him to fuch a dtgree, that 

he refolved to lay an ambuhh for this” 

invader, and at once difqualify him _ 

from difturbing his repofe, by main. 
taming farther correfpondence with his . 
wife. 

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed them- 
felves without reftraint, and Peiegrine’s 
plan of enquiry after his dear unknown 
was for the prefent poftponed. His fel - 
low-travellers were confounded at his 
myfterious motions, which filled the 
héart of Jolter with anxiety and terror.- 
This careful conduétor was fraught 
with fuch experience of his pupil’s dif- 
pofition, -that he trembled with the ap- 


é prehenfion of fome fudden accident, and 


lived in continual alarm, like a man 
that walks under the wall of a nodding 
tower. Nor did he enjoy any allevia- 
tions of his fears, when, upon telling 
the young gentleman, that the reft of 
the company were defirous of departing 
for Antwerp, he anfwered, they-were 
at liberty to confult their own inclina- 
tions; but for his ewn part, he was re- 
folved to ftay in Broflels a few days 
longer. 
nor was confirmed in the opinion of his 
having fome intrigue upon the anvil. 
In the bitternefs of hts vexation, he 
took the liberty of fignifying his fufpi- 
cion, and reminding him of the dan- 
gerous dilemmas to which he had been 
reduced by his former precipitation. 
Peregrine took his caution in good 
part, and promifed to behave with fuch 
circumf{pection as would fereen him from 
any troublefome confequences for the 
future; but, neverthelefs, behaved that 
fame evening in fuch a manner, as plain- 
ly fhewed, that his prudence was no- 
thing elfe than vain fpeculation. He 
had made an appointment to fpend the 
night, as ufval, with Mrs. Hornbeck; 
and about nine o'clock haftened to her 
lodgings, ‘when he was accofted in the 
ftreet by his old difcarded friend Thomas 
Pipes; who, without any other pre- 
amible, told him, that for all he had 
turned him adrift, he did not chufe to 
fee him run full fail into his enemy’s 
harbour, without giving him timel 
notice of the danger. * I'll tell you 
‘ what,’ faid he, ¢ mayhap you think 
‘- I want to curry favour, that I may be 
‘ taken in tow again; if you do, you 
« have made a 
‘ing. Lamo 


By this declaration the gover~ 
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‘ and have wherewithal to keep my 
© planks from the weather. But this 
d ae is the affair; I have known you 


lin-fpike, and fhouldn’t care to fee 
you deprived of your rigging at thefe 
years: whereby I am informed by 
Hornbeck’s man, whom I this after- 
noon fell in with by chance, as how 
his mafter has got intelligence of your 
boarding his wife, and has ftcered- 
privately into this port, with a large 
complement of hands; in order, dye 
fee, to fecure you while you are under 
the hatches. Now if fo be as how 
you havea mind to give him a falt eel 
for his fupper, here am I without hee 
of fee or reward, ready t6 ftand by you 
as long as my timbers will flick toge- 
ther; and if I expect any recompence, 
‘may I be bound to eat oakum and 
drink bilge water for life.” 

Startled at this information, Pere- 
frine examined him wpon the particu- 
lars of his difcourfe with the lacquey; 
and when he underftood that Horn- 
beck’s intelligence flowed from the canal 
of his Flemifh footman, he believed 
every circumftance of Tom’s report, 
thanked him for this warning, and after 
having reprimanded him for his mifbe- 
haviour at Lifle, affured him that it 
fhould be his own fault if ever they 
fhould partagain. He then deliberated 
with himfelf whether or not he fhould re- 
tort the purpofe upon his adverfary; but 
when he confidered that Hornbeck was 
not the agereffor, and made that un- 
happy hufband’s cafe his own, he could 
not help acquitting his intention of re- 
venge; though, in his opinion, it ought 
to have been executed in a more ho- 
nourable manner; and therefore he de- 
termined to chaftife him for his want of 
{fpirit. Nothing, furely, can be more 
infolent and unjuft than this dctermina- 
tion, which induced him to punifh a 
perfon, for his want of courage to re- 
drefs the injury which he himtelf had 
done to his reputation and peace; and 
yet this. barbarity of decifion is autho- 
nized by the opinion and practice of 
mankind. 

With thefe fentrments he returned to 
the inn, and putting a pair of piltols in 
his pocket, ordered his valet de chambre 
and Pipes to follow him at a {mall dif- 
tance, fo as that they fhould be within 
call in cafe of neceffity; then pofted 
himfelf within thirty yards of his dul- 
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fince you were no higher than a mar- - 
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cinea’sdoor. There he had not been 
above half an hour, when he perceived 
four men take their ftations on the other 
fide, with a view, as he guefled, to 
watch for his going in, that he might 
be taken unaware. But.when they had 
tarried a confiderable time in that corner, 
without reaping the fruits of their ex- 


peétation, their leader, perfuaded that 


the gallant had gained admittance by 
fome fecret means, approached the door 
with his followers; who, according to 
the inftruétions they had received, no 
fooner faw it opened, than they rufhed 
in, leaving their employer in the ftreet, 
where he thought his perfon would be 
leaft. endangered. Our adventurer fee- 
ing him alone, advanced with {peed, 
and clapping a piftol to his breaft, com- 
manded him to follow his footfteps, 
without noife, on pain of immediate 
death. : 

Terrified at this fudden apparition, 
Hornbeck obeyed in filence; and ina 
few minutes they arrived at the quay, 
where Pickle halting, gave him to un- 
derftand that he was no {tranger to his 
villainous defign. ‘Told him, that if 
he conceived himfelf injured by any cir- 
cumftance of his conduét, he would now 
give him an opportunity of refenting the 
wrong, in a manner becoming a man 
of honour. ‘ You havea fword about 
© you,’ faid he; ‘ or if you don’t chufe 
© to put the affair on that iffue, here is 
‘ a brace of piftols; take which you 
« pleafe.. Such an addrefs could not 
fail to difconcert a man of his charatter. 
After fone hefitation, he in a faulter- 
ing accent denied that his defign was to 
mutilate Mr. Pickle, but that hethought 
himfelf entitled to the benefit of the law, 
by which he would have obtained a di- 


. vorce, if he could have procured evi- 


dence of his wife's infidelity; and with 
that view he had employed peop to 
take advantage of the information he 
had received. With regard to his alter- 
native, he declined it entirely, becaufe 
he could not fee what fatisfa&iion he 
fhould enjoy, in being thot through the 
head, or run through the lungs, by a 
perfon who had already wronged him ia 
an irreparable manner. Laftly, his fear 
made him propofe, that the affair fhould 
he left to the arbitration of twocreditabis 
men, altogether unconcerned in the dit- 

pute. / 
To thefe remonfirances, Peregrine re- 
pied, in the ftyleof a hot-headed young 
mah, 
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man, confcious of his own unjuttifiable 
behaviour, that every gentleman ought 
to be a judge of his own honour; and 
therefore he would fubmit to the de- 
erfon of no umpire whatfoever; that he 
would forgive his want of courage, which 
might be a natural infirmity, but his 
mean diffiinulation he.could not pardons 
that, as he was certified of the rafcally 
mtent of his ambufcade, by undoubted 
intelligence, he would treat him, not 
with a retaliation of his own treachery, 
but with fuch indignity as a {coundrel 
deferves to fuffer, unlefs he would make 
one effort to maintain the charaéter he 
aflumed in life: fo faying, he again 
prefented his piftol, which being rejeét- 
ed as before, he called his two minifters, 
and ordered them to duck him in the 
canal, : f 

This command was pronounced and 
executed almoft in the fame breath, to 
the un {peakabie terror and diforder of the 
poor fhivering patient; who, having un- 
dergone the immerfion, ran about like 
a drowned rat, fqueaking for affiftance 
and revenge. Huis cries.were overheard 
by the patrole, which, chancing to pafs 
that way, took him under their pro- 
te€tion, and, in confequence of his com- 
plaint and information, went in purtfuit 
of our adventurer and his attendants, 
who were foon overtaken and furround- 
ed. Rath and inconfiderate as the young 
gentleman was, he did not pretend to 
ftand upon the defenfive againft a file of 
mufqueteers, although Pipes had drawn 
shis cutlafs at their approach, but fur- 
rendered himfelf: without oppofition, 
and was conveyed to the main guard, 
where the commanding officer, engaged 
_by his appearance and addre{s, treated 
him withall imaginable tefpect. Hearing 
the particulars of his adventure, he af- 
dured him that the prince would ¢onfider 
the wholeas a four de jeuneffe, and order 
him to be releafed without delay. 

Next morning, when this gentle- 
man gave in his report, he made fuch a 
favourable reprefentation of the prifoner, 
that cur hero was on the point of being 
difcharged, when Hornbeck preferred a 
complaint, accufing him of a pui pofed 
affaffination, and praying that fuch pu- 
nithment fhould be intliétéd upon him, 
as his highneis fhould think adequate to 
‘the nature of the crime, The prince, 
perplexed with this petition, in confe- 
quence of which he forefaw that he mutt 
difoblige a Britith fubje&t, fent for the 
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plaintiff, of whom he had fome knows 
ledge, and in perfon exhorted him to drop 
the profecution, which would only ferve 
to propagate his own fhame. But Horn- 
beck was too much incenfed to liften to 
any propofal of that kind, and peremp- 
torily demanded juittice againft the pn- 
fonér, whom he reprefénted as an ob- 
{cure adventurer, who had miade repeat- 
ed attempts upon his honour and his 
life. Prince Charles told hirh, that 
what he had adyifed was in the capacity 
of a friend; bit, fince he infifted upon 
his acting as a magiftrate, the afar 
fhould be examined, and determined ac- 
cording to the dictates of juftice and 
truth. l ' 
The petitioner being difmiffed with 
this promife, the defendant was in his 
turn brought before the judge, whole 
prepofleffion in his favour was ina great. 


.meafure weakened by what his anta- 


gonift had faid to the prejudice of his 
birth and reputation. 


= 


CHAP. XxvIt. 


PEREGRINE IS RELEASED. jots 
TER CONFOUNDED AT HIS MyY-= 
STERIOUS CONDUCT. A CON- 
TEST HAPPENS BETWEEN THE 
POET AND PAINTER, WHO ARE 
RECONCILED BY THE MEDIA- 
TION OF THEIR FELLOW-TRA- 
VELLERS. 


UR hero, underftanding from fome 
expreffions which efcaped the 
prince, that he was confidered in the 


‘light of a fharper and aflaflin, begged 


that he might have the liberty of fend- 
ing for fome vouchers, that would pro- 
bably vindicate his chara¢ter from the 
malicious, afperfions of his adverfary. 
This permiffion being granted, he wrote 
a letter to his goveriior, defiring that 
he would bring to him the letters of 
recommendation which he had received 
from the Britifh ambaflador at Paris, 
and fuch other papers as he thought 
conducive to evince the importance of: 
his fituation. 

The billet was given in charge to one 
of the fubaltern officers on duty, who 
carried it to the inn, and demanded to 
fpeak with Mr. Jolter. Pallet, who 
happened to be at the door, when this 
mefienger arrived, and heard him en- 
quire for the tutor, ran directly to that 

gentle- 
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entleman’s apartment; and in manifeft 
ti forder told him, that.a huge fellow of 
a foldier, with a mionftrous pair of 
whifkers, and a fur-cap as big as a 
buthel, was afking for him at the door. 
The poor governor began to fhake at 
this intimation, though he was not con- 
{cious of having committed any thing 
that could attraé& the attention of the 
ftate. When the officer appeared at his 
chamber-door, his confufion increafed 
to fuch a degree, that his peiception 
feemed to vanifh, and the fubaltern re- 
peated the purport of his errand three 
times, before he could comprehend his 
‘meaning, or venture to receive the letter 
which he prefented. At length, he fum- 
moned all his fortitude, and having pe- 
tufed the epiftle, his terror funk into 
anxiety. His ingenious fear immedi- 
ately fugeefted, that Peregrine was con - 
fined in a dungeon, for fome outrage 
he had committed. He ran with great 
agitation to a trunk, -and taking ovta 
bundle of papers, followed his conduc- 
tor, being attended by the painter, to 
whom he had hinted his apprehenfion. 
When they paifed through the guard, 
which was under arms, the hearts of 
both died within them; and when the 
came into the prefence, there was fuck 
an expreffion of awful horror in the 
countenance of Jolter, that the ptince 
ébferving his difmay, was pleafed to 
encourage him with an affurance that 
he had nothing to fear. ‘Thus com- 
forted, he recolled himfelf fo well a& to 
underftand ‘his pupil, when he defired 
him to produce ci ambaffador’s letters ; 
fome of which being open, were im- 
mediately read by hts highmeis, who was 
perfonally acquainted with the writer, 
and knew feveral of the noblemen to 
whom they were addiefled. ‘Thefe re- 
commendations were fo warm, and re- 
prefented the young gentleman in fuch 
an advantageous light, that the prince, 
convinced of the injuttice his character 
had fuffered by the mifreprefentation of 
Hornbeck, took our hero by the hand, 
afked pardon for the doubts he had 
entertained of his honour, declared him 
from that. moment at liberty, ordered 
his domefticks to be enlarged, and of- 
fered him his countenance and protec- 
tion, as long as he Msquid remain in the 
Auftrian Netherlands. At the fame 
‘time, he cautioned him againit incit~ 
cretion in the courfe of bis gallantries; 
and took his word and hongur, that he 
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fhould ‘drop all meafures of refentment 


againft the perfon of Hortibeck, during 


“his refidence in that place. 


The delinquent, thas honourably ac- 
quitted, thanked the prince in the mott 
refpeétful mannér for his generofity 


‘and candoir, and retired with his two, 


friends,’ who were amazed and bewild- 


‘ered in thtir thoughts at what they had 


feen’and heard, the-whole adventure ftill 
remaining without the {phere of their 


‘comprehehfion, which was not at all . 


enlarged by the unaccountable appear- 
ance of Pipes, who, with”the valet de 
chambre, joined them at the caftte- 
gate.” Had Jolter been a mah of a lix- 


‘uriant imagination, his’ brain would 
undoubtedly have fuffered in the invetii- 


gation of his pupil’s myfterious cort- 
duét, which he ftrove in vain to unravel ; 
but his intelleéts were’ too folid to be 
affected by the mifcarriage of his in- 


‘vention ; and as Peregrine did not think 


proper to make him acquainted with the 
caufe of his being apprehended, he con- 
tented himéelf with fuppofing that there 


was a lady in thé cafe. ! 
«The pamter, whofe imagination was 


of a rhore flimfy texture, formed a thon- 
fand chimerical- conjeétures, which Re - 
communicated to Pickle in imperfeét 
infinuations; hoping; by his anfwers 
and behaviour, to diftover the truth; 
but the youth, in order to tantalize him, 
eluded all his enquiries, with fuch ap- 
pearance of induftry and art, as heigh- 
tened his curiofity, while it difappointed 
his aim, and inflamed him to fuch'a 


“degree of impatience, that his wits be- 


gan to be unfettled. ‘Then Peregrine 
was fain to rrecompofe his brain, by 
telling him in confidence that he had 
been arrefted asa fpy. This fecret he 
found more intolerable than his former 
uncertainty; he ran from one apartment 
to another, like a goole in thé agonies 
of eee -Faying, with an intention of 
difourdenihg his important load ; but, 
Jolter being engaged with his pupil, 


‘and all the people of the houfe ignorant 


of the only language he could fpeak, 
he was compelled, with infinite reluc- 
tance, to addrefs him/elf to the doéter, 
who was at that time fhut up in his 
own chamber. Havirlg knocked at the 
door to no purpofe, he peeped through 
the key-hole, and faw the phyfician 
fitting at a table, with a pen in one 
‘hand, and a paper before him, his head 
reclined upon his other hand, and his 

: a -eyee 
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eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had 
been entranced. Pallet, concluding that 
he was under the power of convulfion, 
endeavoured to force the door open; and 
the noife of his efforts recalled the doc- 
tor from his reverie. This poetical re. 
publican, being fo difagreeably difturb- 
ed, ftarted up in a pafion, and opening 
the door, no fooner perceived sh had 
interrupted him, than he flung it in his 
face with great fury, and curfed him for 
his impertinent intrufion, which had 
deprived him of the moft delightful vi- 
fion that eve: regaied the human fancy. 
He imagined (as he afterwards impart . 
ed to Peregrine) that as he enjoyed him- 
felf in walking through the flowery plain 
of Parnaflus, he was met by a venerable 
fage, whom, by a certain divine viva- 
city that hghtened. from his eyes, he 
inftantly knew to be the immortal Pin- 
dar. He was immediately ftruck with 
reverence and awe, and proftated himfelf 
before the apparition, which taking him 
by the hand, lifted him gently from the 
ground; and, with words more {weet 
than the honey of the Hybla bees, told 
him, that of all the moderns, he alone 
was vifited by that celettial impulfe by 
which he himfelf had been infpired, 
when he produced his moft applauded 
odes. So faying, he led him up the 
facred hill, perfuaded him to drink a 
copious draught of the waters of the 
Hippocrene, and then prefented him to 
the harmonious Nine, who crowned his 
temples with a laurel-wreath. 

No wonder that he was enraged to 
find himfelf cut off from fuch fublime 
fociety. He raved in Greek againft the 
invadér; .who was fo big with his own 


purpofe, that, unmindful of the difgrace 


~he had fuftained, and difregarding all 
the fymptoms of the phyfician’s difplea- 
fure, he applied his mouth to the door, 
in an eager tone; * I'll hold you any 
© wager,’ faid he, * that I guefs the 
* true caufe of Mr. Pickle’s imprifon- 
‘ment.’ To this challenge he received 
-no reply; and therefore repeated it, 
adding, ‘ I fuppofe you imagine he was 
‘ taken up for fighting a duel, or af- 
‘ fronting a nobleman, or lying with 
6 fome man’s wife, or fome fuch mat- 
* ter; but, egad! you was never more 
« miftaken in your life; and I'll lay my 
¢ Cleopatra again your Homer's head, 
‘ that in four and twenty hours you 
6 fha’n’t light on the true reafon.” 
The favourite of the mufes, exafpe- 
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rated at this vexatious perfevérance of 
the painter, who he imagined had come 
to teize and infult him; ‘ I would,’ faid 


he, © facrifice a cock to /E{culapius, 


¢ were I affured that any perfon had been 
* taken up for extirpating fuch a trou- 
¢ blefome Goth as you are from the 
* face of the earth. As for your boaft- 
“ed Cleopatra, which you fay was 
* drawn from your own wife, I believe 
‘ the copy has as much of the 70 xadev 
* as the original. But, were it mine, 
‘ it fhould be hung up in the temple of 
* Cloacina, as the piéture of that god- 
‘ defs; for any other apartment would 
* be difgraced by it’s appearance.’— 
‘ Hark ye, Sir!" replied Pallet, enraged 
in his turn at the contemptuous mention 
of his darling performance, ‘ you may 
make as free with my wife as you 
think proper; but ’ware my works; 

thofe are the children of my fancy, 
conceived by the glowing imagination, 
and formed by the art of my own 
hands; and you yourfelf are a Goth, 
and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an 
impudent po jackanapes, to 
treat with fuch difrefpect a produétion 
which, in the opinion of al} the con- 
noiffeurs of the age, will, when finifh- 
ed, be a mafter-piece in it’s kind, and 
do honour to human genius and fkill. 
So I fay, again and again, (and I care 
not though your friend Playtor heard 
me) that you have no more tafte than 
a drayman’s horfe, and that thofe 
foolith notions of the ancieats ought 
to be drubbed out of you with a good 
cudgel, that you might learn to treat 
men of parts with more veneration. 
Perhaps you may not always bein the 
company of one who will halloo for 
affiftance, when you are on the brink 
of being chaitifed for your infolence, 
as I did, when you brought upon 
yourfelf the refentment of that Scot, 
who, by the Lard! would have paid 
you both {cot and lot, as Falftaff fays, 
if-the French officer had not put him 
in arreft.’ 

The phyfician, to this declamation, 
which was conveyed through the key- 
hole, anfwered, that he (the painter) 
was a fellow fo infinitely below his con- 
fideration, that his confcience upbraided 
him with no aétion of his life, except 
that of chufing fuch a wretch for his 
companion and fellow-traveller; that 
he had viewed his charaéter through the 
medium of good-nature and compaifion, 

, which 
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which had prompted him to give Pallet 
an opportunity of acquiring fome new 
ideas under his immediate inftruétion ; 
but he had abufed his goodnefs and con- 
defcenfion in fuch a flagrant manner, 
that he was now determined to difcard 
him entirely from his acquaintance, and 
defired him, for the prefent, to take 
himfelf away, on pain of being kicked 
for his prefumption. 

Pallet was too much incenfed to be 
intimidated by this threat, which he 
retorted with great virulence, defying 
him to come forth, that it might appear 
which of them was beft fkilled in that 

edeftrian exercife, which he immediate- 
y began to practife againit the door 
with fuch thundering application, as 
reached the ears of Pickle and his go- 
vernor ; who coming out into the paf- 
fage, and feeing him thus employed, 
afked him if he had forgot the chamber- 
pots of Aloft, that he ventured to be- 
have in fuch a manner, as intitled him to 
a fecond prefcription of the fame nature. 

The dogtor underftanding that there 
was company at hand, opened the door 
in a twinkling; and fpringing upon his 
antagonilt, like a tiger, a fierce conten- 
tion would have enfued, to the infinite 
fatisfagtion of our hero, had not Jolter, 
to the manifeft peril of his own perfon, 
interpofed, and partly by force, and 
partly by exhortations, puta ftop to the 
engagement before it was fairly begun. 
After having demontftrated the indecency 
of fuch a vulgar rencounter between two 
fellow-citizens in a foreign land, he 
begged to know the caule of their dif- 
fention, and offered his good offices to- 
wards an accommodation. Peregrine 
alfo, feeing the fray was finifhed, ex- 
preffed himfelf to the fame purpofe ; and 
the painter, for obvious reafons, de- 
clining an explanation, his antagonit 
told the youth what a mortifying inter- 
ruption he had fuffered by the imperti- 
nent intrufion of Pallet, and gave him 
adetail of the particulars of his vifion, 
as above recited. The arbiter owned, 
the provocation was not to be endured ; 
and decreed, that the offender thould 
make fome atonement for his tranfgref- 
fon. Upon which the painter obferved, 
that howfoever he might have been dif- 
pofed to make acknowledgments, if the 
phyfician had fignified his difpleafure 
like a gentleman, the complainagt had 
now forfeited all claim to any fuch con- 
ceffions, by the vulgar manner in which 
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he had reviled him and his produ&tions;- 
obferving, that if he (the painter) had 
been inclined to retort his flanderous 
infinuations, the republican'’s own works 
would have afforded ample fubjeét for 
his ridicule and cenfure. f 

After divers difputes and reprefen- 
tations#Brace was at length concluded, 
on condition that, for the future, the 
doétor fhould never mention Cleopatra, 
unlefs he could fay fomething in her 
praife; and that Pallet, in confideration 
of his having been the firft aggreffor, 
fhould make a fketch of the phyfician's 
vifion, to be engraved and prefixed to 
the next edition of his odes. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


TAE TRAVELLERS DEPART FOR 
ANTWERP, AT WHICH. PLACE 
THE PAINTER GIVES A “LOOSE 
“TO His ENTHUSIASM. 4 


UR. adventurer, baffled in all his 

efforts to retrieve his loft Aman- 
da, yielded at length to the remonftrances 
of his governor and fellow-travellers, 
who, out of pure complaifance to him, 
had exceeded their intended ftay by fix 
days at leaft: and a ‘couple of poft- 
chaifes, with three riding-horfes, being 
hired, they departed from Bruflels in 
the morning, dining at Mechlin, and 
arrived about eight in the evening at the 
venerable city of Antwerp. During 
this day's journey, Pallet was elevated 
to an uncommon flow of fpirits, with 
the profpeét of feeing the birth-place of 
Rubens, for whom he profefled an en- 
thufiattick admiration. He fwore, that 
the pleafure he felt was equal to that 
of a Muffulman, on the laft day of his 
pilgrimage to Mecca; and that he al- 
ready confidered himfelf a native of 
Antwerp, being fo intimately acquaint- 
ed with their fo juftly boatted citizen, 
from whom, at certain junctures, he 
could not help believing himlelf de- 
rived, becaufe his own pencil adopted 
the manner of that great man with fur- 
prizing facility, and his face wanted 
nothing but a pair of whitkers and a 
beard to exhibit the exprefs image of 
the Fleming's countenance. He told 
them he was fo proud of this refem- 
blance, that, in order to render it more 
ftriking, he had at one time of his life 
refolved to keep his face facred from the 
ZL. razor 5 
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razor; and in that purpofe had_perfe- 
vered, notwithftanding the continual re- 
prehenfions of Mrs. Pallet, who being 
then with child, faid, his afpect was fo 
hideous, that fhe dreaded a mifcarriage 
every hour, until fhe threatened, in 
lain terms, to difpute the famity of his 
intelleéts, and apply to the chancellor 
for a committes. . 
~The doétor, on this oceafion, ob- 
ferved, that a man who is pot -proof 
againit the folicitations of a woman, 
ea) never expect to make a great figure 
jn life; that painters and poets ought 
to cultivate no wives but the mufes; or 
if they are, by the accidents of fortune, 
encumbered with families, they fhould 
carefully guard againit that pernicious 
weaknefs, falfely honoured with the ap- 
pellation of zatural affection, and. pay 
no manner of regard to the impertinent 
cuftoms of the world. ¢ Granting that 


* you had been, fora thort time, deem-.- 


‘ed a lunatic,’ faid he, * you might 
have acquitted yourfelf honourably of 
that imputation, by fome perform- 
ance that would have raifed your cha- 
raéter above all cenfure. Sophocles 
himfelf, that celebrated tragick poet, 
who, for the fweetnefs of his. verfi- 
fication, was filed méA.7l2, or the bee, 
in his old age fuffered the fame accu- 
fation from his own children, who 
feeing him negleé&t his family affairs, 
and devote himfelf entirely to poetry, 
carried him before the. magiltrate, 
as a man whole intelle&ts were fo 
much impaired by the infirmities of 
age, that he was no longer fit to ma- 
nage his domeftick concerns ; upon 
which the reverend bard produced his 
tragedy of Odimpus em; xohwyw, as a work 
he had juft finiflied; which being pe- 
rufed, inftead of being declared un- 
found of underftanding, he was dif- 
miffed with admiration and applaufe. 
I with yeur beard and whifkers had 
been fanStioned by the like authority; 
thovgh I am afrajd you would have 
been in the predicament of thofe dif- 


drank decoétions of cummin feeds, 
that ghejr faces might adopt the pale- 
nefs of their mafter’s complexion ; 
hoping, that in being as wan, they 
would be as Jearncd as their teacher.” 
The painter, ftung with this farcafin, 
replied, ‘ Or lke thofe virtuof, who, 
* by repeatingGrerk eating flikiskaby, 
‘ and pretending ty fee vilicns, think 
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* they equal the ancients in tafte and 
‘ genius.” The phyfician retorted, Pal. 
let rejoined, and the altercation conti- 
nued, until] they entered the gates of 
Antwerp; when the admirer of Rubens 
broke forth into a rapturous exclama- 
tion, which put an end to the difpute, 
and attracted the notice of the imhabi- 
tants, many of whom, by fhrugging 
up their fhoulders, aud pointing to their 
foreheads, gave fhrewd indications that 
they believed him a poor gentleman dif- 


ordered in his brain. 


They had no fooner alighted at the 
inn, than this pfeudo-enthufiaft propof- 
ed to vifit the great church, in which he 
had been informed fome of his mafter’s 
pieces were to be feen; and was remark- 
ably chagrined, when he underftood that 
he could not be admitted till next day. 


‘He rofe next morning by day-break, 


and difturbed his fellow-travellers in 
fuch a noify and clamorous manner, 
that Peregrine determined to punifh him 
with fome new infliction; and while he 
put on his cloaths, aétually formed the 
plan of promoting a duel between him 
and the doctor; in the management of 
which, he promifed himfelf ftore of 
entertainment, from the behaviour of 
both. ; 

Being provided with one of thofe do- 
meiticks who are always in waiting to 
offer their fervices to ftrangers on their 
firt arrival, they were conducted to the 
honfe of a gentleman who had an excel- 
Jent colleétion of pictures ; and though 
the greateft part 4 them were painted by 
his favourite artift, Pallet gondenined 
them all by the lump, becaufe Pickle 
had told him before-hand, that there 
was not one performance of Rubens 
among the number. 

The next place they-vifited, was what 
is called the academy of painting, fur- 
nifhed with a number of paltry pieces, 
in which our painter recognized the ftyle 
of Peter Paul, with many expreflions of 
admiration, on the fame fort of previous 
intelligence, 

From this repofitory they went to the 
great church; and being led to the tomb 
of Rubens, the whimfical painter fell 
upon his knees, and worfhipped, with 
fuch appearance of devotion, that the 


attendant, {candalized at his fuperftition, 


pulled hiny up; obferving, with great 
warmth, that the perfon buried in that 
place was no faint, but as great a finner 
as himfelf ; and that if he was {piritually 

difpofed, 
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difpofed, there was a chapel of the Blef- 
fed Virgin, at the diftance of three yards 
on the right hand, to which he might 
retire. He thought it was incumbent 
upon him to manifeft fome extraordi- 
nary infpiration, while he refided on the 
{pot where Rubens was born ; and there- 
fore his whole behaviour was an affeét- 
tation of rapture, exprefled in diftracted 
exclamations, convulfive ftarts, and uh- 
couth gefticulations. In the midft of 
his frantick behaviour, he faw an old 
capuchin with a white beard mount 
the pulpit, and hold forth to the con- 
gregation with fuch violence of empha- 
fis and gefture, as captivated his fancy; 
and bawling aloud, ‘ Zounds ! what an 
* excellent Paul preaching at Athens!” 
he pulled a pencil and a fmall memoran- 
dum -book from his pocket, and began 
to take a fketch of the orator, with great 
eagernefs and agitation, faying, ‘Egad ! 
* friend Raphael, we fhall fee whether you 
© or Ihave got the beft knack of trump- 
‘ ingup an apoftle.” This appearance of 
difrefpect gave offence to the audience, 
which began to murmur againft this he- 
reticklibertine; when one of the priefts be- 
longing to the choir, in order to prevent 
any ill confequence from their difpleafure, 
came and told him in the French lan- 
guage, that fuch liberties were not per- 
mitted in their religion, and advifed 
him to lay afide his implements, left the 
people would take umbrage at his de- 
fign, and be provoked to punifh him as 
a profane {coffer at their worthip. 

' The painter feeing himfelf addreffed 
by a friar, who, whilehe {poke, bowed 
with great complaifance, imagined that 
he was a begging brother, come to fup- 
plicate his charity ; and his attention be- 
ing quite ingroffed by the defign he was 


making, he patted the prieft’s fhaven. 


crown with his hand, faying, ‘Oter tems, 
* oter tems 3° and then refumed his pencil 
with great earnefinefs. The ecclefaftick 
perceiving that the ftranger did not 
comprehend his meaning, pulled him by 
the fleeve, and explained himfelf in the 
Latin tongue: “upon which Pallet, pro- 
voked at his intrufion, curfed him aloud 
for an impudent beggarly fon of a whore; 
and taking out a fhilling, flung it upon 
the pavement, with manifeft figns of in- 
dignation. 

Some of the common people, enraged 
to fee their religion contemned, and their 
priefts infulted at the very altar, rofe 
from their feats; and furrounding the 
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aftonifhed painter, one of the number 
fnatched his book from his hand, and 
tore it into a thoufand pieces. Frighten- 
ed as he was, he could not help crying, 
‘ Fire and faggots! all my favourite 
‘ ideas are gone to wreck !": and was in 
danger of being very roughly handled 
by the crowd, had not Peregrine ftepped 
in, and aflured them, that he was a poor 
unhappy gentleman, who laboured un~ 
der a tran{port of the brain. Thofe who 
underftood the French language commu- 
nicated this information to the reft, fo 
that he efcaped without any other cha- 
ftifement, than that of being obliged to 
retire. And as they could not fee the 
famous. defcent from the crofs till after 
the fervice was finifhed, they were con- 
duéted by their domeftick to the houfe of 
‘a painter, where they found a beggar 
ftanding for his picture, and the artift 
actually employed in reprefenting a huge 
loufe that crawled upon his fhoulder, 
Pallet was wonderfully pleafed with this 
circumftance, which he faid was alto- 
gether a new thought, and an excellent 
hint, of which he would make his ad 
vantage: and in the courfe of his furvey 
of this Fleming’s performances, per- 
ceiving a piece in which two flies were 
engaged upon the carcafe of a dog half 
devoured, he ran to his brother bruth, 
and fwore he was worthy of being a fel- 
low-citizen of the immortal Rubens. 
He then lamented, with many expref- 
fions of grief and refentment, that he 
had loft his common place-book, in 
which he had preferved a thoufand con- 
ceptions of the fame fort, formed by the 
accidental objects of his fenfes and ima- 
gination ; and took an opportunity of 
telling his fellow-travellers, thatin ex- 
-ecution he had equalled, if not excelled, 
the two ancient painters who vied with 
each other in the reprefentation of a cur- 
tain and a bunch of grapes ; for he had 
exhibited the image of a certain objeé& 
fo like to nature, that the bare fight of 

it fet a whole hog-ftye in.an yproar. 
When he had examined and applaud- 
ed all the productions of this minute 
artift, they returned to the great church, 
and were entertained with the view of 
that celebrated mafter- piece of Rubens, 
in which he has introduced the portraits 
of himfelf and his whole family. The 
doors that conceal this capital perform- 
ance were no fooner unfolded, than ovr 
enthufiait, debarred the ufe of {peech, 
by a previous covenant with his friend 
' Pickle, 
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Pickle, lifted tip his hands and eyes, 
and putting himfelf in the attitude of 
Hamlet, when his father’s ghoft appears, 
adored in filent extafy and awe. He 
even made a merit of neceflity; and when 
they had withdrawn from the place, pro- 
tefted that his whole faculties were fwal- 
lowed up in love and admiration. He 
now profefied himfelf more than ever 
enamoured of the Flemith {chool, raved 
in extravagant encomiums, and propof- 
ed that the whole company fhould pay 
homage. to the memory of the divine 
Rubens, by repairing forthwith to the 
houfe in which he lived, and proftrating 
themfelves on the floor of his painting- 
room. — af 

As there was nothing remarkable in 


the tenement, which had been rebuilt™ 


more than once fince the death of that 
great man, Peregrine excufed himfelf 
fom complying with the propofal, on 
pretence of being fatigued with the cir- 
cuit they had already performed. Jolter 
declined it for the fame reafon; and 
the queftion being put to the doctor, he 
refuled his company with an air of dif- 
dain. Pallet piqued at his contempiu- 
ous manner, afked if he would not go 
and fee the habitation of Pindoor, pro- 
vided he was in the city where that poet 
Jived; and when 'the phyfician obferved 
that there was an infinite difference be- 
tween the men; © That Ell allow,’ re- 
plied the painter, ‘for the devil a poet 
* ever lived in Greece or Troy, that was 
© worthy to clean the pencils of our be- 
€ Joved Rubens.” The phyfician could 
not with any degree of temper and for- 


bearance hear this outrageous blafphe-_ 


my, for which, he faid, Pallet’s eyes 
eught to be picked out by owls; and 
the difpute arofe, as ufual, to fuch fcur- 
rilities of language, and indecency of be- 
haviour, that paffengers began to take 
notice of their animofity, and Peregrine 
was obliged to interpofe for his own cre- 
eit, 


“CHAP. XXIX. 


PEREGRINE ARTFULLY FOMENTS 
A QUARREL BETWEEN PALLET 
AND .THE PHYSICIAN, WHO 
FIGHT A DUEL ON THE RAN? 
PARTS. 


PENHE painter betook himfelf to the 
houfe of the Flemifh Raphael, and 
the reit @f the company went back to 
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their lodgings ; where the young gen- 
tleman, taking the advantage of being 
alone with the phyfician, recapitulated 
all the affronts he had fuftained from the 
painter’s petulance, aggravating every 
circumftance of the difgrace, and ad- 
vifing him, in the capacity of a friend, 
to take care of his honour, which could 
not fail to fuffer in the opinion of the 
world, if he allowed himfelf to be in- 
fulted with impunity, by one fo much 
his inferior in every degree of confidera- 
tion. 

The phyfician affured him, that Pal- 
let had hitherto efcaped chaftifement, 
by being deemed an obje&t unworthy 
his refentment, and in confideration of ~ 
the wretch’s family, for which his com-: 
paffion was interelted; but, that repeat- 
ed injuries would inflame the moft be- 
nevolent difpofition: and although he 
could find no precedent of duelling a- 
mong the Greeks and Romans, whom 
he confidered as the patterns of demea- 
nour, Pallet fhould no longer avail him- 
{elf of his veneration: for the ancients, 
but be punifhed for the very next offence 
he thould commit. 

Having thus {pirited up the dogtor to 
a refolution from which he could not de- 
cently {werve, our adventurer acted the 
incendiary with the other party alfo; 
giving him to underftand, that the phy- 
fician treated his charaéter with fuck 
contempt, and behaved to him with fuch 
infolence, as no gentleman ought to 
bear: that for his own part, he was eve- 
ry day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animofity, which appeared in 
nothing but vulgar expreffions, more 
becoming thoe-boys im oyfter-women 
than men of honour and education ; and 
therefore he fhould be obliged, contrary 
to his inclination, to break off all cor- 
refpondence with them both, if they 
would not fall upon fome method to 
retrieve the dignity of their charaéters. 

Thefe repreientations would have had 
little effect upon the timidity of the pain- 
ter, who was likewife too much of a 
Grecian to approve of fingle combat in 
any other way than that of boxing, an 
exercife in which he was well fkilled, 
had not they been accompanied with an 
infinuation, that his antaganilt was ne 
Heétor, and that he might humble bim 
into any conceffion, without running 
the leaft perfonal rifk. Animated by 
this affurance, our fegond Rubens fet - 
the trumpet of defiance to his mouth ; 

. a {wore , 
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Sfeore he valued not his life a rufh, when 
his honour was concerned; and intreat- 
ed Mr. Pickle tobe the bearer of a chal- 
lenge, which he would inftantly commit 
to writing. 

The mifchievous fomentor highly ap- 
em this manifeftation of courage, 
y which he was at liberty to cultivate 
his friendfhip and fociety ; but declined 
the office of carrying the billet, that his 
tendernefs of Pallet’s reputation might 
not be mifinterpreted into an officious 
defire of promoting quarrels. At the 
fame time he recommended Tom Pipes, 
not only as a very proper meflenger on 
this occafion, but alfo as a trufty fecond 
in the field. ‘Ihe magnanimous painter 
took his advice, and retiring to his 
chamber, penned a challenge in thefe, 
terms. 


é SIR, 


‘ HEN [am heartily provok- 

y ‘ed, I fear not the devil him- 
© felf; much lefg——TI will not call 
* you a pedantick coxcomb, nor an un- 
mannerly fellow, becaufe thefe are the 
hippythets of the wulgar: but, remem- 
ber, fuch as you are, I nsyther love 
you nor fear you; but on the contra 
ry, expect fatisfaction for your auda- 
cious behaviour to me on divers oc- 
cafions; and will, this evening, in the 
twilight, meet you on the ramparts 
with {word and piftol, where the Lord 
have mercy on the foul of one of us; 
for your body fhall find no favour 
with your incenfed defier, till death, | 


’ 
ananaana a & A A 


‘ LAYMAN PALLET.’ 


his refolute defiance, after having 
been-{ubmitted to the perwfal, and ho- 
noured with the approbation ofour youth, 
was committed to the charge of bat ; 
who, according to his orders, delivered 
it in the afternoon ; and brought for an- 
fwer, that the phyfician would attend 
“him at the appointed time and place. 
The challenger was evidently difcom- 
pofed at the unexpected news of this 
acceptance, and ran about the houfe m 
great diforder, in queft of Peregrine, 
to beg his farther advice and affiftance; 
but underftanding that the youth was 
engaged in private with his adverfary, 
he began to fufpect fome collufion, and 
surfed himfelf for his folly and precipi- 
tation. Heeven entertained fomethoughts 
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of retracting his invitation, and fubmit- 
ting to the triumph of his antagonift : 
but before he would ftoop to this oppro- 
brious condefcenfion, he refolved to try 
another expedient, which might be the 
means ef faving both his charaéter and 
perfon. In this hope he vifited Mr. 
Jolter, and very gravely defired he would 
be fo good as to undertake the office of 
his fecond, in a duel which he was to 
fight that evening with the phyfician. 
The governor, inftead of anfwering 
his expectation, in exprefling fear and 
concern, and breaking forth into excla- 
mations of, ‘Good God! gentlemen, 
* what d’ye mean? You fhall not mur- 
¢ der one another while itis in iny pow- 
* er to prevent your purpofe. I will 
‘ go dire€tly to the governor of the 
‘ place, who fhall interpofe his autho- 
« rity.” I fay, inftead of thefe and other 
friendly menaces of prevention, Jolter 
heard the propofal with the mott phleg- 
matick tranquillity, and excufeéd him- 
‘felf from accepting the honour he in- 
tended for him, on account of /his cha- 
‘racter and fituation, which would net 
permit him to be concerned in arsy fuch 
rencounters. Indeed, this mortzfying 
reception was owing to a previous hint 
from Peregrine; who, dreading fome 
fort of interruption from his governor, 
had made him acquainted with his de- 
fign, and affured him, that the ai®ur 
‘fhould not be brought to uny dangerots 
iffue. 
Thus difappointed, the deje€ted chaf- 
lenger was overwhelmed with perplexit: 
and difinay; and in the terrors of deathy 
or mutilation, refolved to deprecate the’ 


wrath of his enemy, and conform to 


any fubmiffion he fhould propole; when 
he was accidentally encountered by our 
adventurer, who, with demonttrations 
of infinite fatisfa&tion, told him in con- 
fidence, that his billet had thrown the 
doétor into an agony of confternaticn ; 
that the acceptance of his challenge was 
a mere effort of defpair, calculated to. 
confound the ferocity of the fender, and 
difpofe him to litten to terms of accom- 
modation; that le had imparted the 
letter to him with fear and trembling, 
on pretence of engaging him as a fecond, 
but in reality, with a view of obtaining 
his good offices in promoting a reconci- 
liation: ¢ But, perceiving the fituation 
* of his mind,’ added our hero, - I 
* thought it would be more for your 
‘* houour to baffle his expeftation, and 
* therefore 
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© therefore I readily undertook the tafk 
* of attending him to the field, in full 
* affurance, that he will there humble 
* himfelf before you, even to proftra- 
“tion. In this fecurity, you may go 
* and prepare your arms, and befpeak 
* the affiftance of Pipes, who will fquire 
“ you in the field, while I keep myfelf 
* up, that our-correfpondence may not 
“ be fafpected by the phyfician.’ Pal- 
Tet’s fpirits, that were {unk to dejection, 
rofe at this encouragement to all the in- 
folence of triumph ; he again declaring 
his contempt of danger, and his piftols 
being Joaded and accommodated with 
new flints by his trufty armour-bearer, 
waited, without flinching, for the hour 
of battle. | 
On the firft approach of twilight, 
fomebedy knocked at his door, and 
Pipes having opened it at his defire, he 
heard the voice of his antagonift pro- 
nounce, * Tell Mr. Pallet, that I am 
“ going to the place of appointment.° 
The painter was nota little furprized at 
this anticipation, which fo ill agreed 
with the information he had received 
from Pickle; and his concern begin- 
ning to recur, he fortified himfelf with 
a large bumper of brandy, which, how- 
ever, did not overcome the anxiety of 
his thoughts. Neverthelefs, he fet out 
on the expedition with his fecond, be- 
twixt whom and himfelf the following 
dialogue paffed, in their way to the 
yamparts. ‘ Mr. Pipes,’ faid the paint- 
er, with difordered accent, ‘ methinks 
“ the doctor was m a peftilent hurry 
* with that meflage of his.’—* Ey, ey,” 
anfwered Tom, ‘I do fuppofe he longs 
* to be foul of you..—* What!” replied 
the other, ‘ dye think he thirfts after 
‘ my blood?’—‘ To be fure a does,’ 
faid Pipes, thrufting a large quid of to- 
bacco in his cheek, with great delibera- 
tion. *§ If that be the cale,’ cried Pal- 
let, beginning to thake, ¢ he is no better 
* than a cannibal, and no Chriftian 
* ought to fight on an equal footing.’ 
‘Tom obferving his emotion, eyed him 
with a frown of indignation, faying, 
* You an’t afraid, are you?"—-* God 
$ forbid!’ replied the challenger, tam- 
mering with fear. ‘ What fhould I 
* be afraid of? The worft he can do is 
* to take my life, and then he’ll be an- 
‘ {werable both to God and man for the 
* murder: don’t you think he will?’ 
§ I think no fuch matter,” anfwered the 


fecond; ‘ if fo be as how he puts a brace 


made no offer of mediating the affair, 
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¢ of bullets through your bows, and 
© kills you fairly, it is no more mur- 
¢ der than if I_was to bring down a 
‘ noddy from the main top-fail yard. 
By this time Pallet’s teeth chattered with 
fuch violence, that he could fcarce pro- 
nounce this reply; ‘ Mr. Thomas, you 


* feem to make very light of a man’s 


‘ life; but I truft in the Almighty, I 
« fhall not be fo eafily brought down. 
‘ Sure many a man has fought a duel, 
‘ without lofing his life!’ Do you ima- 
‘ gine that Irun fuch hazard of falling 
‘ by the hand of my _ adverfary ?°— 
‘ You may, or may not,’ faid the un- 
concerned Pipes, ‘ juft as it happens. 
‘ What then? Death isadebt that every 
‘ man owes, according to the fong; and 
‘ if you fet foot to foot, I think one of 
* you mutt go to pot.’—* Foot to foot !° 
exclaimed the terrified painter, ‘ that’s 
‘ downright butchery; and I'll be 
‘ damn‘d before I fight any man on 
‘ earth in fuch a barbarous way. What.! 
‘ d’ye take me to be a favage beaft?" 


‘This declaration he made while they 


afcended the ramparts. His attendant 
perceiving the phyfician and his fecond 
at the diftance of an hundred paces bes 


fore them, gave him notice of their ap- 


pearance, and advifed him to make 
ready, and behave like a man. Pallet 
in vain endeavoured to conceal his pan- | 
nick, which difcovered itfelf in an uni- 

verfal trepidation of body, and the la- 

mentable tone in which he anfwered this 

exhortation of Pipes, faying, ‘ I do 

‘ behave like a man; hut’ you would 

© have me act the part of abrute. Are 

« they coming this way?’ When Tom 

told him that they had faced about, and 

admonifhed him to advance, the nerves 
of his arm refufed their office, he could 

not hold out his piftol, and inftead of 
going forward, retreated with an infen- 

fibility of motion; till Pipes, placing 

himfelf in the rear, fet his own back to 

that of his principal, and {wore he fhould 

not budge an inch farther in that di- 

rection. _ 

While the valet thus tutored the pain- 
ter, his mafter enjoyed the terrors of the . 
phyfician, which were more ridiculous 
than thofe of Pallet, becaufe he was 
intent upon difpuifing them. His de- 
claration to Pickle in the morning, 
would not fuffer him to ffart any ob- 
jectiéns when he received the challenge; 
and finding that the young gentleman 


but 


& 
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but rather congratulated hin: on the 
occafion, when he. communicated thé 
painter's billet, all his efforts confifted 
in oblique hints and general reflections 
upon the abfurdity of duelling, which 
was firft introduced among civilized 
nations by the barbarous. Huns and 
Longobards. He likewile pretended to 
ridicalethe ufe of fire-arms, which con- 
founded all the diftinétions of {kill and 
addrefs, and deprived a combatant of 
the opportunity of fignalizing his per: 
fonal prowefs. : 7 |: 

Pickle affented'to the juftnefs of his 
obfervations; but: at the fame time re- 
prefented the neceffity of complying with 
the cuftoms of the world, (ridiculous as 
they were) on which a man’s honour 
and reputation depend. So that, feeing 
no hopes of profiting by thatartifice, the 
republican’s agitation became more, and 
more remarkable; and he propofed in 
plain terms, that they fhould contend in 
armour, like the combatants of ancient 
days; for it was but reafonable, that 
they fhould praétife the manner of fight- 
ing, fince they adopted the’ difpofition 
of thofe iron times. } 

Nothing could have afforded more 
diverfion to our hero, than the fight of 
two fuch duellifts cafed in iron; and he 
wifhed that he had promoted the quarrel 
in Bruffels, where he could have hired 
the armcur of Charles the Fifth, and 
the valiant Duke of Parma, for their 
accommodation: but as there was no 
poffibility of furmifhing then: cap-a-pee 
at Antwerp, he perfuaded him to cen 
form to the medern ule of the fword, 
and meet the painter.on his own terms; 
and fufpe&ting that his fear would fup* 
ply him with other excules for declining 
the combat, he comforted him with fome 
diftant.infinuations, to the prejudice of 
his adverfary’s’ courage, which would 
in al] prebability evaporate before any 
mifchief' could happen. © - 

Notwithitanding this encouragement, 
he could not fupprefs the relu€tance with 
which he went to the field, and caf 
many a wiltful look over his left fhoul- 
der, to fee whether or not his adverfary 
was at his heels. When by the advice 
of his fecond, he took poffefhion of the 
ground, and turned about with his face 
to the enemy, it was not fo dark, but 
that Peregrine could peiceive the un- 
tual palenefs of his countenance, and 
the fweat ftanding in large drops Upon 
hie forehead; may, there.was a mani- 
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fet diforder in his fpeech, when he rem 
gretted his want of the Pila and Parma; 
with which he would have made a rat-. 
tling noife, toaftonith his foe, in {pring - 
ing, forward, and finging the hymn to. 
battle, in the manner of the ancients. 

Tn the mean time, obferving the hes 
fitation of his antagonift, who, far from 
advancing, feemed .to' recoil, and ever 
ftruggle with his fecond;-he gueffed the 
fituation of the painter’s thoughts; and 
colleéting:all the manhood that he pof- 
feffed, feized the opportunity of! pro- 
fiting by his enemy's confternation; 
Striking his {word and piftol together, 
he advanced in a:fort of trot, raifing’a 
loud how]; in which he repeated, id - 
lieu of tlie Spartan fong, part of the ~ 
fwophe from one of Pindar’s Pythiaj 
beginning with Ek theon gor makanat — 
pafai Broteais aretais, &e. TVhisimi- 
tation of the Greeks had all the defired. 
effect upon the painter, who feeing the. 
phyfician running. towards him like 4 
tury, with a piftol in his right-hand) 
which was extended, and hearing the 
dreadful yell he uttered, and the cut- 
Jandifh words he pronounced, was {eized 
with an univerfal palfy of -his limbs: 
He would have drepped down upon the 
ground, had not Pipes fupported and 
encouragedliim ‘to ftand:upon his de- 
fence. The doétor, contrary to his 
expectation, finding that he haat not 
flinched from the fpot, though he had 
now performed one half of his careers 
put. in praétice his laft effort, by firing 
his piftol 5. the noife of which no fooner 
reached the ears of the affrighted painter, 
than he recommended his foul to God, 
and roared for mercy with great voci- 
feration. SAi2 

The republican, overjoyed at this 
exclaination, commanded-him to yield, 
and furrender his arms, cn paifi of im- 
mediate death; upon which he thre 
away his piftols and {word, in {pite of 
all the admonitions and even threats of 
his fecond, who left him to his fate, and 
‘went up to his matter, topping his nefe 
with figns of loathing and abhorrevice. 

The vigtor having wor the Spolta 
Otima, granted him his life on condi- 
tion, that he would on his-knees fuppli- 
cate his pardon, acknowledge himflf 
inferior to his conqueror in every virtue 
and qualification, and. promife for the 
future to merit his favour by fubmif- 
Gon and refpect. Thefe infolent terms 
awere readily embraced by the unfor- 

Aa tunate 
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tunate challenger; who fairly owned, 
that he was not at all calculated for the 
purpofes of war, and that henceforth he 
would contend with no weapon but his 
pencil. He begged with great humili- 
ty, that Mr. Pickle would not think 
the worfe of his morals for this defedt of 
courage, which was a natural infirmity 
inherited from his father, and fufpend 
his opinion of his talents, until he 
fhould have an opportunity of contem- 
plating the charms of his Cleopatra, 
which would be finifhed in lefs than 
three months. - 

Our hero obferved, with an affeéted 
air of difpleafure, that no man could be 
juftly condemned for being fubje& to 
the impreffions of fear; and therefore 
his cowardice might eafily be forgiven : 
but there was fomething fo prefump- 
tuous, difhoneft, and difmgenuous, im 
arrogating a quality to which he knew 
he had not the fmalleft pretenfion, that 
he could not forget his mifbehaviour all 
at once, though he would condefcend to 
communicate with him as formerly, in 
hopegof feeing a reformation in his con- 
duc. Pallet protefted, that there was 
no diffimulation tn the cafe; for he was 
ignorant of his own weaknefs, until his 
refolution was put to the trial: he faith- 
fully promifed to demean himfelf, during- 
the remaining part of the tour, with that 
confcious modefty and penitence which 
became a perfon in his condition; and, 
for the prefent, implored the affittance 
of Mr. Pipes, in difembarraffing him 
from the difagreeable confequence of 
his fear, 


CHAP. XXX. 


FHE DOCTOR EXULTS IN HIS ViC-=, 
TORY. THEY SET OUT FOR 
ROTTERDAM, WHERE THEY ARE 
ENTERTAINED BY TWO, DUTSH 
GENTLEMEN IN A YACHT, WHICH 
IS OVERTURNED EN FHE MAEZE, 
TO THE MANIFEST HAZARD OF 


THE. PAINTER’S LIFR. THEY 
SPEND THE EVENING WITH 
THEIR ENTERTAINERS, AND 


NEXT DAY VISIT 4 CABINET OF 
GQuURIOSITIES. 


OM was aceordingly ordered to 
minifter to his occafions; and the 
conqueror, elated with his fuccefs, which 
he ina great meafure attributed to his 
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manner of attack, and the hynm which 
he howled, told Peregrine, that he.was 
now convinced of the truth of what Pin- 
dar fung in thefe words, Offa de me pe- 
phileke Zeus, atuxontai Boan Piteridox 
atonta; for he had no fooner begun to 
repeat the melliftuent {trains of that di- 
vine poet, than the wretch his anta- 
gonilt was confounded, arid his nerves 
unftrung. - 

On their return to the inn, he expa- 
tiated on the prudence and tranquillity 
of his own behaviour, and afcribed the 
confternation of Pallet to the remem- 
brance of fome crime that lay heavy 
upon his confcience: for, in his opi- 
nion, 2 man of virtue and common 
fenfe could not poflibly be afraid of 
death, which is not only the peaceful 
harbour that receives him fhattered on 
the tempeltuous fea of life, but alfo the 
eternal feal of his fame and glory, which 
it is no longer in his power to forfeit 
and forego. He lamented his fate, in 
being doomed to live in fuch degenerate 
days, when war is become a mercenary 
trade; and ardently withed, that the 
day would come, when he fhould have 
fuch an opportunity of fignalizing his 
courage in the caufe of liberty, as that 
of Marathon, where an handful of Athe- 
niqgns, fighting for their freedom, de- 
feated the whole ftrength of the Perfian 
empire. © Would to Heaven!” faid he, 
* nry mufe were bleffed with an occa- 
* fion to emulate that glorious teftimony 
* on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by 
* Cimon, for two great victories gained 
* on the fame day over the Perfians by 
* fea and land; 1n which it is very re- 
« markable, that the greatnefs of thie 
* occafion has raifed the manner of ex- 
* preffion above the ulual fimplicity and 
‘ modelty of all other ancient inf{crip- 
“ tions.” He then repeated it with all 
the pomp of declamation, and fignified 
his hope, that the French would one day 
imvade us with {uch an army as that 
which Xerxes led into Greece, that 
it might be in his power to- devote him- 
felf, like Leonidas, to the freedom ef 
his country. 

This memorable combat being thus 
determined, and every thing that was 
remarkable in Antwerp futveyed, they 
fent their baggage down the Scheld te 
Rotterdam, and fet out for the fame place 
in a polt-waggon, which that fame even- 
ing brought them in fafety to the banks 
of the Maeze. ‘They put up at gad i 
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hifh houfe of entertainment, remarkable 


tor the modefty and moderation of the « 


landlord; and next morning the dogtor 
went in perfon, to deliver letters of re- 
commendation to two Dutch gentlemen, 
from one of his acquaintance at Paris. 


Neither of them happened to be at home ° 


when he called; fo that he left a mef- 


fage at their lodgings, with his addrefs ; | 


and in the afternoon they waited upon 
the company, and after many hofpitable 
profeffions, one of the two invited them 
to {pend the evening at his houfe. 
Meanwhile they had provided a plea- 
fure-yacht,in which they propofed to treat 
them veith an excurfion upon the Maeze. 
This being almoft the only diverfion 


that place affords, our young gentleman — 


relifhed the propofal; and sotwithftand- 
ing the remonilrances of Mr. Jolter, 
who ‘declined the voyage on account of 
the roughnefs of the weather, they went 
on board without hefitation, and found 
a collation prepared in the cabbin. While 
they tacked to and fro in the river, un- 
der the impulfe of a mackarel breeze, the 
ee expreffed his fatisfaétion, and 
allet was ravifhed with the entertain- 
ment. But the wind increafing, to the 
uxfpeakable joy of the Dutchmen, who 
had now an opportunity of fhewing their 
dexterity in the man.gement of the vef- 
fel, the guefts found it inconvenient to 
ftand upon deck, and impoffible to fit 
below, on account of the clouds of to- 
bacco fmoke which rolled from the pipes 
of their entertainers, in fuch volumes 
as annoyed them even to the hazard of 
fuffocation. This fumigation, toge- 
ther with the extraordinary motion of the 
fhip, began to affect the head and fto- 
mach of the painter, who begged ear- 
neltly to be fet on fhore: but the Dutch 
gentlemen, who had no idea of his {uf- 
terings, infifted, with furprizing obtti- 
nacy of regard, upon his faying until 
he fhould fee an inftance ‘of the {kill of 
their mariners; and bringing him on 
deck, commanded the men to carry the 
veffel’s lee gun- wale under water. This 
nicety of navigation they inftantly per- 
formed, to the admiration of Pickle, 
the difcompofure of the doftor, and ter- 
ror of Pallet, who bleffed himfelf from 
the courtefy of a Dutchman, and prayed 
to Heaven for his deliverance. i 
While the Hollanders enjoyed the re- 
putation of this feat, and the diftrefs of 
the painter at the fame time, the yacht 
wag overtaken by 3 fydden {quall, that 
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overfet her in a moment, and flung every 
man overboard into the Maeze, before 
they could have the leaft warning of 
their fate, much lefs, time to provide 
againft the accident. Peregrine, whe 
was an expert fwimmer, reached the’ 
fhore in fafety; the phyfician, in the. 
agonies of defpair, laid fait hold on the 
trunk-breeches of one of the men, who 
dragged him tothe other fide; the enter- 
tainers landed at the bomb-keys, fmok- 
ing their pipes all the way with great 


~ deliberation ; and the poor painter mutt 


have gone to the bo'tom, had not he 
been encountered by the cable of a thip, ; 
that lay at anchor near the {cene of their 
difafter. Though his fenfes had for-_ 
faken him, kis hands faftened by in- 
ftin&t on th’s providential occurrence, 
which he held with fuch a convulfive 
grafp, that when a boat was fent out. 
to bring him on fhore, it was with the 
utmoft difficulty that his fingers were 


. difengaged. He was carried intoa houfe, 


deprived of the ufe of fpeech, and bereft | 
of all fenfation; and being fufpended | 
by the heels, a vaft quantity of water , 
ran out ofhis mouth. This evacuation 
being made, he began to utter dreadful 
groans, which gradually increafed toa , 
continued roars and after he had regaine 
ed the ufe of his fenfes, he underwenta . 

delirium that lafted feveral hours. As - 
for the treaters, they never dreamed of . 

expreifing the leaft concern to Pickleor . 

the phyfician for what had happened, . 

becaufe it was an accident fo common 
as to pafs without notice. 

Leaving the care of the veffel to the 
feamen, the company retired to their . 
relpective lodgings, in order to fhift their 
cloaths; aud in theevening our travel- . 
lers were conduéed to the houfe of theic 
new friend; who, with a view of mak- 
ing his invitation the more agreeable, 
had affembled to the number of twenty . 
or thirty Englithmen of all ranks and 
degrees, from the merchant to the peri- 


wig-maker’s apprentice, 


In the midft of this congregation ftood 

a chafing difh with live coals, for the 
convenience of lighting their pipes, and 
every individual was accommodated with 
a fpitting-hox. There was not a mouth 
in theapartment unfurnifhed with atube, 
fo that they refembled a convocation. of 
chimeras breathing fire and fimoak ; and 
our gentlemen were fain so imitate their . 
example in their own defence. It is not 
to be fuppefed tha the conversation was | 
Aaa either 
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either very fprightly-or polite ; the whole : that of Mynheer Sloane, at London, was 


entertainment was of. the Dutch caft, 


frowzy and phlegmatick.: and ‘our ad- : 


yenturer, a8 he returned to his lodging, 
tortured with the. head-ach, and difgult- 
ed with every circumftance of his treat- 
ment, curfed the hour in which the doc- 
had {addled them with fuch troublefome 
companions. 

Next morning by eight o'clock thefe 


olite Hollanders returned the vifit, and: 


after breakfaft, attended their Englith 
friends to the houfe of a perfon that pof- 
fefled a very curious ‘cabiitet of curiofi- 
ties, to which they had fecured our com- 
pany’s admiffion. The owner.of this 
colle&tion was a cheefemonger, who 


received them in .a wollen niglit-cap, | 


with ftraps buttoned under his chin. 


the moft valuable. When this requeft 
was :fignified in Englifh to the company, 
the painter inftantly exclaimed, ‘ By the 
* Lard! they,are not to be named of a 
‘ day. Andas for that matter, I would 
* not give one corner of Saltero’s coffee- 
* Route, at Chélfea, for all the trath:he 
« hath fhewn.’ Peregrine, unwilling to 
mortify any perfon who: had done his 
endeavour to pleafe him, obferved, that 
what he had feen was very curious and 
entertaining ; but that no private collec- 
tion in Europe was equal to that of Sir 


! Hans Sloane, which, exelufive of pre- 


' 


b 


As he wunderftood no Janguage but his - 


own, he told them, by the canal of one, 


of their conduétors, that he did not make 
a practice of fhewing his curiofities ; but 
underftanding that they were Englith- 


men, ‘and recommended to his friends, he 


was content to fubmit them to their pe- 
nifal. So faying,; he ledthem them up 


a dark ftair-cafe, into a fmall room, de- : 
" evening was well-ad vanced, and then, not 


corated with a .few paltry figures in 
plaifter of Paris, twoor three miferable 
landfcapes, the fkins of an otter, feal, 
arid fome fithes {tuffed ; and in ane cor- 
ner ftood a glafs-cafe, furnifhed with 
newts, frogs, lizards, and ferpents, pre- 
{erved in {pirits ; a human. foetus, a calf 
with two heads, and ahout two dozen 
of ‘butterflies.pinned upon paper. 

The virtuofo having exhibited thefe 
partictlars,eyed the flrangers with a look 
foliciting’ admiration and applauie; and 
ashe ¢auld not perctive any: fymptom 
of either: in them geftures or counte- 
nances, withdrew a curtain, and difplay- 
ed a Wainfcot chet of drawers, in which 
he gave them to underftand was fome- 
thing that would agreeably amule the 
imagination. - Our -travellers,. regaled 
with ‘this notice, imagined that they 
would be entertained with the fight of 
fome curious medals, or other prodyc- 
tions of antiquity ; but how were they 
difappointed, when: they faw nothing 
buta variety of hells, diipofedin whim- 
fical figures, in each drawer. After he 


had detained them full two hours with . 


a tédious commentary upon the fhape, 
fize, and colour-of each department, he, 
with a fuperciliows fimper, defired thar 
the Englifh gentlemen would frankly and 
gandidly declare whether his cabinet, or 


fents, had coft an hundred -thoufand ° 
pounds. The twocanduétors were con- 
founded at this affeveration, which be- 
ing communicated to the cheefemonger, 
he-fhook his head with e-fignificant grin; 
and though he. did not chule to exprefs 
his incredulityin words, gave our hero ; 
to underftand, that-he did not much de-. 
pend upon his veracity, - 
From the houfe of this Dutch natu- 
ralift, they were dragged all, round the 
city, by the painful civility of their at- 
tendants, who did not quit thenntill the 


till after they had promifed to’ be with 
them before ten o’clock next day,-in or-~ 
der to conduét them to a country-houfe, 
fituated in a pleafant village on the other 
fidé of the river. Oy abe vee in 
Pickle was already fo.much fatigued 
with their hofpitality, that,. for the -firtt 
time of his’lite, he fuftered a dejection 
of fpirits; and refolved, at any rate, to. 
avoid ;the threatened perfecution. of to- . 
morrow. With this view- he: ordered 
his feryants to pack up fome cloaths and, 
linen in a portmanteau; and in the 
morning embarked with his governor, 
in the treck fkuyt, for the Hague, whi- 
ther he pretended to be called by fome 
urgent occafion, leaving his fellow-tra- 
vellers to make his apology) to. their 
friends; and affuring them, that he 
would not proceed for Amfterdam with- 
gut their fociety. He arrived at the 
Hague in the forenoon, and dined at an 
ordinary frequented by officers and peo- | 
- of fafhion; where being informed, . 
hat the princefs would fee company in 
the evening, he dreffed himfelf in a rich 
fuit of the Parifian cut, and went to 
court without any introduction. A per- 
fon of his appearance could not fail to.» 
attraét the notice of fuch a fmall cir-, 
cle. “The prince him(elf, mnderitand~ - 
ns 
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ing he was an Englifhman and a ftran- 
ger, went up to him without ceremony, 
and having welcomed him to the place, 
converied with him for fome minutes on 
the common topicks of difcourfe, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


THEY PROCEED TO THE HAGUE; 
FROM WHENCE THEY DEPART 
.FOR AMSTERDAM, WHERE THEY 
SEE ADUTCH TRAGEDY. VISIT 
THe MUSICK-HOUSE, IN WHICH 
PFREGRINE QUARRELS 
‘THE CAPTAIN OF A MAN OF WAR. 


THEY PASSTHROUGH HAARLEM, ° 
RE-- 
_TURN TO ROTTERDAM) WHERE | 


oAN- THEIR WAY TO,LEYDEN. 


THE COMPANY SEPARATES, AND’ 


OUR HERO, WITH HIS.ATTEN-. 


DANTS,. ARRIVES IN SAFETY AT 
HARWICH. ive; # 


Be ING joined by their fellow-tra-. 
vellers,in the:morning, they made 
a tourto al] the remarkable places in 
this: celebrated village:;.faw the foun- 
déry, the Stadthoufe, the Spinhuys, 
Vauxhall, and Count. Bentinck’s gar-. 


> * 


dens,:and in the evening :went to the . 


French comedy, which.was direéted by 
a noted: harlequin, :who had found 
means;.to flatter the Dutch tafte. fo ef-. 
feétually, that they.extolled’ him as the 
greateft aétor that ever appedred in the 
province of Holland. 
company didnot reprefent regular thea- 
trical pieces, but only a fort of im- 
promptus, in which this noted player 
always performed the greateft part of 
the entertainment. Among other fallies 
of .wit that efcaped him, there was one 
circumftance fo remarkably adapted to 
the-difpofition and genius .ofshis audi- 
ence, that it were pity to pafs it over in 
filence. A windmill being exhibited on 
the fcene, harlequin, after having fur- 
veyed it with curiofity and admiration, 
afks of one of the millers the ufe of that 
machine; and being told, that it was 


a windmill, obferves with fome concern, : 


that as there was not the leaft breath of 
wind, he could not have the pleafure of 
feeing it turn round. Urged by this 
confideration, he puts himfelf into the 
attitudeof a perfon wrapped in profound 
meditation ; and having continued a few 
feconds in this potture, runs to the mil- 
er with great eagernels, and joy, and 


WIT H>- 
» turer, who decoyéd ‘him into the fnafe’ 


This famous » 


» to -her lover. 
was reprefented by a broad:faced Batas~ 
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telling him that he had found ah expe- 
dient to make his mill work,-very fair- 
ly unbuttons his breeches ; then prefent= 


ing his pofteriors to the fails of the ma- - 


chine, certain exploftons are imniediate- 
ly heard, and the arms of the mill begin: 


to turn round, to the infinite fatisfac-. 


tion of the fpeétators, who approve the 
joke with loud: peals of applause. 


Our travellers ftaid a few days at the” 


Hague, during which the young gentle-. 


. man waited on the Britifh ambaflador, 


to whom he was recommended by his 


excellency at Paris, and loft about thirty > 


guineas at billiards to’a French adveri- 


by keeping up his .game.' ‘Then they 
departed in a poftswaggon for Amiter- 


dam, being provided with letters of in~- 


troduétion to an Englifh merchant re- 
fiding imthat city, under whofe.aufpices | 
they vifited every thing worth feeing, and 
among other excurfions went: to’ fee'a 


: Dutch tragedy atted; .an entertainment 


which, of. all others, had the ftrangeft 

effe& upon the organs of our hero; the 
drefs°of their chief perfonages was Io 

antick, their manner fo aukwardly ab- 

furd, and ‘their language fo ridicutoully 

unfit for conveying the fentiments of: 
love und honour, that Peregrine’s nerves 

were diuretically affeSted with the com: 
plicated abfurdity, and he was conipelled 

to withdraw twenty times before the cas. 
taftrophe of the piece. : 

« The fubject of this performance wag 
the famous ftory of Scipio's ‘continence 
and virtue, in reftoring the fair captive 
The young Roman hero 


vian, in a burgo-mafter’s gown, anda 
fur-cap, fitting {moaking oie at a° 
table furnifhed with a cann’ of beer, a 


- drinking-glafs, and a plate of tobacco : 


the lady: was fuch a perfon as Scipio 
might very well be fuppofed to give’ 
away, without any great effort of gene- 
rofity; and indeed the Celtiberian prince‘ 
feemed to be of that opinion ; for, upon 
receiving her from the hand of the-vitter, 
he difcovered none of thofe tran{porte 
of gratitude and joy which ‘Livy de- 


{cribes in recounting this events The' ~ 


Dutch Scipio, however, was complai-° 
fant enough in his way; for he defired 
her to fit at his right-hand, by the ap- 
pellation of Ya frow, and with his own 
fingers filling a clean pipe, prefented it 
to Mynheer Allucio the lover. The reft 
of the ceconomy of the ptee was'in the 
fame 


{ 


Go 


the audience, that they feemed to have 
fhaken off their natural phlegm, m or- 
der to applaud the performance. 

- From: the play our company adjourned 
to the’ hoofe of their friend, where'they | 
Spent theevening ; and the converfation ° 
terning upon poetry, « Dutchman who: 
was prefent, and underftood the Englifly! 
language, having liftened wery attentive- 
ly to the difcourfe, hfted up with both: 
hands the preateft part of a Chefhire- 
cheefe that lay upon the table, ‘faying;”’ 
« I do know vat 1s boctrie.. Mine brotre 
“ be a great boet, and ave vrought a 
* book as dick as all dat.” Pickle, di. : 
werted with this method of eftimating an! 
author according to the quantity of his 
works, enquired about the fubjedts of» 
this bard’s writings; but ‘of thefechis | 
brother could give ne account, -or other 
information, but that there was little 
mrarket for the commodity, which hung: 
heavy wpon his hands, and induced him 
to wiflt he had applied himfelf to another 
tindej aie... yout " 

. The only remarkable fcene in Am- 
fierdam, which our company.‘had not 
feen, »was the Spuyl, or mufick-houfes, 
witich, by the connivance of the magt- 
trates, are maintained for the recreation 
ef thofe who might attempt the chattity 
ef creditable women, Hf they were noty 
provided with fuch conveniences. » To: 
one of thefe night-houfes did. our tra-' 
vellers repair, under the conduct of the 
Englife merchant, and were introduced 
wto: fuch another placeas the ever me- 
mozable coffee-houfe of Moll King ; 
with this difference, that the company 
here were not fo riotous as the Bucks 
ef Covent-Garden, but formed them- 
felves mto a-circle, within which fome: 
ef the number danced to the mutick of 
a Scurvy organ, and a few other inftre- 
ments, thati uttered tunes very fuitable 
to the difpofition of the hearers, while 
the whole apartment was shrouded with 
clouds of fmoak impervious to the view. - 
When our gentlemen entered, the floor 
was occupied by two females and their 
gallants, who, m the performance of 
their exercife, lifted their legs like fo 
many oxenat plough; and the pipe of 
one of thofe hoppers happening to be 
exhautfted, in the midit of his faraband, 
he very. deliberately drew forth his to- 
bacco: box, filing and lighting. it again, 
without any interruption to the dance. 
Peregrine being unchecked by. the pre-- 
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fame tate; which was fo apvecable to ? 


fence’of his governor, who was too ter" ’ 
der of his own reputation to attend them - 
in this expedition, made up to a fpright- 
ly: French girl-that fat in feeming expec- * 
tation of acuftomer, and prevailing upon ° 
her to be his partner, led her into the 
circle, and, in his turn, took the oppor- 
tunity of daneing. a minnet, to-the ad- 
miration of all prefent. He intended to 
have exhibited another {pecimen of hist 
ability in this art, when a captain of a 
Dutch man of war chancing to comein, 
and feeing a ftranger engaged with the 
lady whom, it feéenisy he had befpoke 
for his bed-fellow, he advanced, with- 
out any ceremony, and ‘feizing her by 
the arin, pulled*her to the other fide of 
the room. ‘Ouri adventurer, who was 
not a man to put-up with fuch a brutal 
affront, followed the ravifher with in- 
dignation in his eyes; and pufhing him 
on one fide,. reteck the fubje& of their 
contelt, and- led her back to the place 
from whence fhe had been dragged. The_ 
Dutchman, ‘enraged at the youth's pre- 
fumption, obeyed the firft diétates of his 
choler, and’ lent his rival a hear:y box © 
on the ear§ which was immediately re- ! 
paid with interéft, before our heroconld > 


_-recolle& himfelf{fufficiently to lay his 


hand upon his..fword, and beckon.the 
agereflor to the depr. Suk. 
Notwithftanding theconfufion and dif- » 
order which this affair produced in the ~ 
room, and the endeavours of Pickle’s © 
company, who interpofed, in order topre- 
vent bloodfhéd, the antagonifts reache 
ed the fireet; and Peregrine drawing, 
was furprized to fee the captain advance 
againit him with a long knife, which he 
preferred to the {word that hung by his 
fide. The youth, confounded at this 
prepofterous behaviour, defired bim, in 
the French tongue, to lay afide that vul- 
gar implement, and approach I:ke a gen- 
tleman; but the Hollander, who neither 
underftood the prepofal, nor would have . 
complied with his demand had he been 
made acquainted with his meaning, rufh- 
ed forward like a defperado, before his 
adverfary could put himfelf on his guard 5 
and if the young-gentleman had not been | 
endued with furprizing agility, his note - 
would have fallen a facrifice to the fury 
of the affailant. Finding himfelf in fuch 
imminent jeopardy, he a. to one 
fide, and the Dutchman pafling him, in 
the force of his career, he with one nim- 
ble kick made fuch application to hig 
enemy's heels, that he flew like lighty . 


ning 
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Ring into the canal, where he had almoft 
sperifhed by pitching upon one of th 
pofts with which it was faced, ' 
Peregrine having performed this ex- 
ploit, did not {tay for the captain’s com+ 
ing on fhore, but retreated with all dif- 
patch, by the advice of his conductor 3 
and next day embarked, with his.cem- 
panions, in the fkuyt, . for. Haarlem, 
where they dined, and in the evening 
arrived at the ancient city of Leyden, 
where they met with fome Englifh ftu- 
dents, who treated them with great hof- 


pitality. Not but that the harmony of - 


the converfation was that fame night jn- 
terrupted by a difpute that arofe between 
one of thofe young gentleman and the 
phyfician, about the cold and hot me- 
thods of prefcription in the gout and 


rheumatifm,; and proceeded to fuch a - 


degree of mutual reviling, that Pickle, 
afhamed and incenfed at his fellow-tra- 
veller’s want of urbanity, efpoufed the 
other's caufe, and openly rebuked him 
for bis unmannerly petulance, which 
(he faid) rendered him unfit for the pur- 
pofes, and unworthy of the benefit of 
fociety. ‘This unexpected declamation 
overwhelmed the dogtor with amaze- 
ment and confufion ; he was inftanta- 
neoufly deprived of his fpeech, and dur- 
ing the remaining part of the partie, {at 
in fent mortification. In all probabi- 
Jity he deliberated with himfelf, whe- 
ther or not he fhould expofiulate with 
the young gentleman on the freedom he 


had taken with his charaéter in a com-. 


pany of ftrangers; but as he knew he 
had not a Pallet to deal with, he very 
prudently fupprefled that fuggeftion, and 
in fecret chewed the cud of rei‘entment. 
After they had vifited the phyfick gar- 
atn, the univerfity, the anatomical hall, 
and every other thing that was recom- 
mended to their view, they returned to 
Rotterdam, and held a confultation up- 
on the method of tranfporting them- 
felves to England. ‘The doctor, whofe 
grudge againit Peregrine was rather in- 
amed than allayed by our hero’s in- 
ditterence and negleé&t, had tampered 
with the fimplicity of the painter, who 
was proud of his advances towards a 
perfect reconciliation; and now took 
the opportunity of parting with our ad- 
venturer, by declaring that he and his 
friend Mr. Pallet were refolved to take 
their paffage in a trading floop, after he 
shad heard Peregrine object againft that 
tedious, d:fagreeabie, and uncertain me- 


Igf 
‘thod of conveyance. Pickle immediate. 
ly faw his.intention; and, without uling 


’ the leaft argument to diffuade them from 


their. defign, or. exprefiing the {malleR 
degree of concern at their feparatian, 
very coolly wifhed them a prosperous 
voyage, and ordered his baggage to ie 
fent to Helvoetfuys. There he himi(ei¢, 
and his retinue, went on board of the 
‘packet next day, and,. by the favour of 
a fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived at 
Harwich. | 


CHAP. XXKIL- 


PEREGRINE DELIVERS HIS LETTESZs 

. OF RECOMMENDATION AT LOg- 
DON, AND RETURNS TO THE 
GARRISON, TO THE UNSPEAK- 
ABLE JOY OF THE COMMODORE 
AND HIS WHOLE FAMILY. 


OW that our hero found himiif£ 

on Englifh ground, his heart di- 
lated with the proud recolle@ion of his 
own improvement fince helefthis native 
foil. He began to recognize the intereft~ 
ang ideas of his tender years ‘he en~ 
joyed, by anticipation, the pleafure of 
feeing his friends in the garrifon, after 
an abience of eighteen months; and the 
image of his charming Emily, which 
other lefs worthy confiderations had de- 
prefled, refumed the full pofiefiion of 
his breaft. He remembered, with fhame, 
that he had neglected the correfpondesce 
avith her brother, which he himéelf had 
folicited, and in confequence of which 
he had received a letter from that young 
gentleman while he lived \at Paris. In 
ipite of thefe confcientious refeétions, 
he was too felf-fufficient to think he 
fhould find any difficulty in obtaining 
forgivenefs for fuch fins of omiflion ; 
and began to imagine, that his paffion 
awould be prejudicial to the dignity of 
his fituation, if it could not be gratified 
upon terms which formerly his inagr- 
nation durft not conceive. 

Sorry Lam, that the tafk I have un- 
dertaken, lays me under the necefity of 
divulging. this degeneracy in the fenti- 
ments of our imperious youth, who was 
now in the heyday of his blood, flufhed 
with the confcioufnefs of his own qua~ 
lifications, vain of his fortune, and eiat- 
ed on the wings of imaginary expecta- 
tion. Though he was deeply enamoured 
of Mits Gauntlet, .be waa far from pro~ 

poling 


192 


pofing her heart as the ultimate aim of 
his gallantry, which (he did not doubt!) 
would triumph over the mott illuftrious 
females of the land, and at once regale 
his appetite and ambition. yf 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his 
appearance at the garrifon equally fur- 
prizing and agreeable, he cautioned Mr. 
Jolter againit writing to the commodore, 
who had not heard of them fince their 
departure from Paris, and-hired a pof- 
chaife and horfes for London.. The go- 
vernor going out to give orders about 
the carriage, inadvertently left a paper 
book open upon the table; and his pu- 
pil cafting his eyes upon the page, chanc- 
ed to read thefe words. ‘ Sept.15. Ar- 
«rived in fafety, by the blefling of God, 
* in this unhappy kingdom of England. 
* And-thus concludes the journal ofmy 
§ laft peregrination.”  Peregrine’s curi- 
efity being inflamed by thig extraordi- 
nary conclufion, he turned to the be- 
ginning, and pernfed feveral fheets of a 
diary, {uch as 1s. commonly kept by that 
clafs of people known by the denomi- 
nation of travelling governors, for the 
fatisfaction of themfelves and the pa- 
rents or guardians. of their pupils, and 
for the edification and entertainment of 
their friends. 

‘That the reader may have a clear idea 
of Mr. Jolter’s performance, we fhall 
tranfcribe the tranfaCtions of one day, 
as he had recorded them; and that ab- 
fra&t will be a fufficient {pecimen of the 
avnole plan and execution of the work. 
‘May 3. At eight o'clock fetout from 
Boulogne in a poft-chaife: the morn- 
ing hazy and cold. Fortified my fto- 
mach with a cordial. Recommended 
ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote againft 
the fog. Mem. He refufed it. The 
hither horfe greafed in the off-paftern 
of the hind-leg. Arrive at Samers. 
Mem. This lati was a poft anda half, 
i. e. three leagues, or nine Englith 
miles. The day clearsup. A fine 
champaign country, well ftored with 
corn. 
in paffing by a wooden crucifix upon 
the road. Mem. The horfes ftaled 
in. a {mall brook that runs in a bot- 
tom betwixt two hills. Arrive at 
Cormont. A common poft. A dif- 
pute with my pupil, who is obftinate, 
and {wayed by an unlucky prejudice, 
Proceed to Montreuil, where we dine 
on choice pigeons. A very moderate 
charge. No chamber-pot in the room, 
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The poftilion fays his prayers: 
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¢ owing to the negligence of the maid, 


‘ This ‘is an ordinary pof. Set out 
‘ again for Nampont. ‘Troubled with 
flatulencies and indigeftion. Mr. P. 


is fullen, and. fees to miftake an 
erugtation for the breaking of wind 
backwards. From Nampont depart for 
Bernay, at which place we arrivein the 
evening, and propofe to ftay all night. 
N, B. The two laft are double potts, 
and our cattle very willing, though 
not ftrong. Sup on a delicate ragout 
and excellent partridges,’ in company 
with Mr. H. and his fpoufe. Mem. 
the faid H. trod-upon my corn by 
miftake. Difcharge the bill, which 
is not very reafonable. Difpute with 
Mr. P. about. giving’ money to the 
fervant : he infifts upon my giving a 
twenty-four fol piece; which is too 
much by two thirds, in all confcience. 
N. B. She was a pert baggage, and. 
did not deferve a liard. 
Our hero was fo: much difobliged 
with certain circumftances of this amuf- 
ing and inftruéting journal, that, by 
way of punifhing the: author, he inter- 
lined thefe words betwixt two para- 
graphs, in a manner that exaétly refem- 
bled the tutor’s hand-writing ; ‘ Mem. 
‘ Had the pleafure of drinking myfelf 
‘ into: a fweet intoxication, by toafting 
‘ our lawful king, and his royal family, 
‘among fome worthy: Englith fathers 
© of the fociety of Jefus.’ ; 

Having taken this-revenge, he fet out 
for London, where he waited upon thofe 
noblemen to whom he had letters of re~ 
commendation from Paris ; and was not 


-only gracioufly received, but even load- 
-ed with careffes and proffers of fervice, 


becaufe they underftood he was a young 
gentleman of fortune, who, far from 
ftanding in need of their countenance 
or affiftance, would make an ufeful and 
creditable addition to the number of their 
adherents. He had the honour of din- 
ing. at their tables, in confequence of 
preffing invitations, and of {pending fe- 
veral evenings with the ladies, to whom 
he was particularly agreeable, on ac 
count of his perfon, addrefs, and bleed’- 
ing freely at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, 
he thought it was high time to pay his 
refpeéts to his generous benefaétor the 
commodore; and accordingly departed 
one morning, with his train, for the 
garrifon, at which he arrived in fafety 
the fame night, When he entered the. 

gate 
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wate, which was opened by a new fer- 
vant that did not know him, he found 
* his old friend Hatchway ftalking in the, 
yard; with a night-cap on liis head; 
and a pipe im his mouth; and advanc- 
ing to him, took him by the hand be- 
tore he had any intimation of his ap-_ 
proach. ‘The lieutenant, ‘thus: faluted 
by a ftranger, ftared at him in filent 
altonifhment, till he recolle&ed his fea- 
éures, which were no fooner knowh, 
than dafhing the pipe upon the pave- 
ment, he exclaimed, * Smité my crofs- 
* trees! th’art welcome to port!’ and 
hneged him in his arins with great af- 
fection. He then, by a cordial fqueeze, 
exprefled his fatisfaction at ‘feeing his 
old fhip-mate Tom, who applying his 
whiftle to his mouth, the whole cattle 
echoed with his performance. 

~ ‘The fervants hearing the well-known 
found, poured out ina tuniult of joy ; 
and underftanding that their young ma- 
fter was returned, raifed fuclya peal of 


acclamation, as aftonified thé commo.- ° 


dore and his lady, and infpired Julia 
with fuch an interefting prefage, that 
her heart began to throb with violence. 
Running out in the hurry and perturba- 
tion of her hope, fhe was fo much over- 
whelnied at fight of -her brother, that 
fhe actually fainted in his:atms. But 
from this trance fhe foon awaked ; and 
Peregriné having teftified His pleafure 
and affeétion; went up fairs, and pre- 
fented himfelf before his godfather and 
aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rofe and re- 
ceived him with a gracious embrace, 
bleffing God for his happy return from 
a land of tmpiety and vice, in which 
fhe hoped his morals had not been cor- 
tupted; nor his principles of religion 
altered or impaired. ‘The old geritle- 
man being confined to his chair, was 
ftruck dumb with pleafure at his ap- 
pearance 5 and having made divers in- 
effetual efforts to get up, at length dif- 
charged a volley of curfes againft his 
awn limbs, and held out ltis hand to 
his godfon, who kiffed it with great re- 
fpeét. 

~ After he had -finithed his -apoftrophe 
tothe gout, which was the daily and 
hourly fubje& of his execrations, ¢ Well, 
my lad,’ faid he, ‘I care net how foon 
I go to bottom, now I beliold thee 
fate in harbour again: and yet, I tell 
a damn’d lye; 1 would I could keep 
afloat, tnti I flrould fee’a lufty boy 
‘of thy begetting. Odds my timbers!- 


~ 
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« I love thee fo well; that I believe thou 
* artthe fpawn of my owii body; though 
‘ I can give no account of thy Being 
* put apon the ftocks.* Then turhing 
his eye upon Pipes, who by this time . 
had penetrated into his apartment, and 
addreffed him with the ufual falutation 
of, © What cheer ?}—* Ahey!" eried he, 
« are you there, you herting-faeed fon 
* of a fea-calf? What a flippery trick 
¢ you played your old commarider! But 
* come, you dog,’ there’s my filty I for- 
€ give you; for.the'love you bear fo my 
* godfon. Go imian your tackle} and 
© hoift a catk of ftrong beer into the 
‘ yard, knock out the bung, and put 
¢ a pumpin it, for the ufe of all niy 


© fervants and neighbours: and, dye 


‘hear! letthe patereroes’be fired, and 
¢ the garrifon illuminated, as tejoicings 
‘ fot the fafe arrival of your matter: 
¢ By the Lord ! if I had the ufe of thefe 
« damn’d thambling thanks, I .yould 
 dancea hornpipe with the bet of you.” 
The next objeét of his attentton was 
Mr. Jolter, who was honoured with 
particular marks of diftin@ion, arid the 
Fepeated promife of enjoying the living 
in his gift, as an ackngwledgment of 
the care and difcretion with which he 
had fuperintended the education and 
morals of our hero., The governor was 
fo affeéted by the generofity of his pa- 
fron, that the tears ran down his chiceks; 
while he expreffed his gratitude, and the 
infinite fatisfaction he felt, in contem- 
plating the accomplifhments of his pu- 
il. 

5 Meanwhile, Pipes did not negleét the 
orders he had received: the beer was 
produced, the gates were thrown open 
for the admiffion of dll comets, the whole 
houfe was lighted up, and the patere- 
roes were difchareéd m repeated vollies. 
Such phenomena ceuld not fail to at- 
tract the noti¢e of the neighbdurhood. 
The club at Tunley’s were aftonifhed - 
at the report of the guns, which pro- 
duced various conjectures’ among. the 
members of that fagacious fociety.. The 
landlord obferved, that in alt Irkelihood 
the commodore was vifited by hobgob- 
lii¢, and ordered the guns to be fired 
in token of diftrefs; as he had aéted 
twenty years before, when he was an- 
noyed by the fame grievance. ‘The €x 
cifeman, with a waggith {neer; exprefk- 
ed his apprehenffom ot Trunnion’s deathy 
in confequencé of which, the patereroes 
might be difcharged with an equivocal 
’ Eb iatent, 
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intent, either as fignals of his lady’s 
forrow or rejoicing. The attorney fig- 
nified a fufpicion of Hatchway’s being 
married to Mifs Pickle, and that the 
firings and illuminations were in ho- 
nour of the nuptials: upon which Ga- 
maliel difcovered fome faint figns of 
emotion, and taking the pipe from his 
mouth, gave it as his opinion, that lis 
fifter was brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in 
the maze of their own imaginations, a 
company of countrymen, who fat drink- 
ing inthe kitchen, and whofe legs were 
more ready than their invention, fallied 
out to know the meaning of thefe exlti- 
bitions. Underftanding that there was 
a butt of ftrong beer abroach in the yard, 
to which they were invited by the fer- 
vants, faved themfelves the trouble and 
expence of returning to {pend the even - 
ing at the publick-houfe, and lifted 


themfelves under the banner of Tom. 


Pipes, who prefided as direStor of this: 
feftival, e F 

The news of Peregrine’s return be- 
ing communicated to the parifb, the 
parfon, and three or four neighbouring 
i » who were well-wifhers to our 

ero, immediately repaired to the gar- 

rifon,.in order to pay their compliments 
on this happy event, and were detained 
to fupper. An elegant entertainment 
was prepared by the dire€tion of Mifs 
Julia, who was an excellent houfewife ; 
and the commodore was fo invigorated 
with joy, that he feemed to have renew- 
ed his age. 4 

Among thofe who honoured the oc- 
eafion with his prefence was Mr. Clo- 
ver, the young gentleman that made his 
addreffes. to Peregrine’s fitter. His heart 
was fo big with his paffion, that while 
the reft of the company were ingroffed 
by their cups, he feized an opportunity 
of our hero’s-being detached from the 
converfation, and in the impatience of 
his love, conjured him to confent to his 
happinefs 5 protefting, that he would 
comply with any terms of fettlement 
that aman of his fortune could embrace, 
in favour of a young lady who was ab- 
folute miftrefs of his affection. : 

Our yeuth thanked him very politely 
for his favourable fentimerits and ho- 
nourable intention towards his fifter, and 
told him, that at prefent he faw no rea- 
fon to obftruct his defire ; that he would 
gonfult Julia’s own inclinatyns, and 


a . 
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confer with him about the means of gra 
tifying his wifh: but in the mean time 
begged to be excufed from, difcufing 
any point of fuch importance to them 
both. Reminding him of the jovial 
purpofe on which they were happily 
met, he promoted fuch a quick circula- 
tion of the bottle, that their mirth grew 
noify and obftreperous ; they broke forth 
into repeated peals of laughter, with- 
out any previous incitement, except that 
of claret. Thefe explofions were fuc- 
ceeded by bacchanalian fongs, in which 
the old gentleman himfelf attempted to 
bear a fhare; the fedate governor {nap- 
ped time with his fingers, and the pa- 
vith prieft affifted in the chorus with a 
moft expreffive nakednefs of counte- 
nance. Before midnight, they were al- 
moft all pinned to their chairs, as if 
they had been. fixed by the power of in- 
chantment ; and what rendered the con- 
finement {till more unfortunate, every 


fervant in the houfe was in the fame 


fituation ; fo that they were fain to take 
their repofe as they fat, and nodded at 
each other like 4 congregation of ana- 
baptifts. 

Next day, Peregrine communed with 
his fifter on the fubje&t of her match 
with Mr. Clover, who (fhe told him) 
had offered to fettle a jointure of four 
hundred pounds, and take her to wife, 
without any expectation of a dowry. 
She, moreover, gave him to under- 
ftand, that in’ his abfence the had re- 
ceived feveral meflages from her mo- 
ther, commanding her to return to her 
father’s houfe; but that fhe had re- 
fufed to obey thefe orders, by the ad- 
vice and injun@tion of her aunt and the 
commodore, which were indeed fecond- 
ed by her own inclination; becaufe fhe 
had all the reafon in the world to believe, 
that her mother only wanted an oppor- 
tunity of treating her with feverity and 
rancour. ‘The refentment of that lady 
had been carried to fuch indecent lengths, 
that feeing her daughter at church one 
day, fhe rofe up, before the parfon en- 
tered, and reviled her with great bit- 
ternefs, in the face of the whole con- 
gregation, 
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SEES HIS SISTER HAPPILY MAR- 
RISD, WISITS RMILIA, WHO RE- 
: GRIVES 
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GEIVES HIM ACCORDING TO HIS 
DESERTS. { 


ER brother being of opinion, that 
. Mr. Clover’s propofal was not to 
be neglected, efpecially as Julia’s heart 
was engaged in his favour, communi- 
cated the affair to his uncle, who, with 


the approbation of Mrs, Trunnion, de- - 


clared himfelf well fatisfied with the 
young man’s addreffes, and defired that 
they might be buckled with all expedi- 
tion, without the knowledge or con- 
currence of her parents, to whom (on 
account of their unnatural barbarity) 
fhe was not bound to pay the leaft re- 
gard. Though our adventurer enter- 
tained the fame fentiments of the mat- 
ter, and the lover dreading fome ob- 
ftruétion, earneftly begged the immedi- 
ate condefcenfion of his miftrefs, fhe 
could not be prevailed upon to take fuch 
a material ftep, without having firft foli- 
cited the permiffion of her father, re- 
folved, neverthelefs, to comply with the 
dictates of her own heart, fhould his ob- 
jections be frivolous or unjuft. . 

Urged by this determination, her ad- 
mirer waited upon Mr. Gamalie] at the 
publick-houfe, and with the appearance 
of great deference and refpect, made 
him acquainted with his affection for 
his daughter, communicated the parti- 
culars of his fortune, with the terms of 
fettlement he was ready to make; and 
in conclufion told him, that he would 
marry her without a portion. ‘This laft 
offer feemed to have fome weight with 
the father, who received it with civility, 
and promifed in a day or two, to favour 
him with a final anfwer to his]demand, 
He, accordingly, that fame evening 
confulted his wife; who being exafpe- 
rated at ae profpeét of her. daughter's 
independency, argued with the moft vi- 
rulent expoftulation againft the match, 
as animpudent fcheme of her own plan- 
ning, with a view of infulting her pa- 
rents, towards whom fhe had already 
been guilty of the moft vicious difobe- 
dience. In fhort, fhe ufed fuch remon- 
ftrances, as not only averted thls weak 
hufband’s inclination from the propofal 
which he had relifhed before, but even 
inftigated him to apply for a warrant to 
apprehend his daughter, on the fuppo- 
fition that fhe was about to beftow her- 
felf in marriage without his privity or 
sonfent. 

The juftice of peace to whom this ap- 
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plication was made, though he could 
not refufe the order, yet, being no 
ftranger to the malevolence of the mo- 
ther, which, together with Gamaliel’s 
fimplicity, was notorious in the county, 


, he fent an intimation of what had hap- 
‘ pened to the garrifon; upon which a 


couple of centinels were placed on the 
gate, and at the preffing folicitation of 
the lover, as well as the’ defire of the 
commodore, her brother and aunt, Julia 
was wedded without farther delay; the 
ceremony being performed by Mr. Jol- 
ter, becaufe the parifh-prieft prudently 
declined any occation of giving offence, 
and the curate was too much in the in- 
tereft of their enemies to be employed in 
that office. 

This domeftick concern being fettled 
to the fatisfaction of our hero, he efcort- 
ed her next day to the houfe of her huf= 
band, who ,immediately wrote a letter 
to her father, declaring his reafons for 
having thus fuperceded his authority; 
and Mrs. Pickle’s mortification was un- 
fpeakable. ook. 
~ "That the new-married couple might 
be’guarded againft all infult, our young 
gentleman and his friend Hatchway, 
with their adherents, lodged in Mr. 
Clover’s houfe for fome weeks; during 
which they vifited their acquaintance in 
the neighbourhood, according to cuftem. 
When the tranquillity of their family 
was perfeétly eftabliihed, and the con- 
tra& of marriage executed in the pre- 
fence ‘of the old commodore and his 
lady, who gave her niece five hundred 
pounds to’ purchafe flak and cloaths, 
Mr, Peregrine could no longer reftrain 
his“impatience to fee his dear Emily; 
and told his uncle, that next day he 
propofcd to ride acrofs the country, in 
order to vilit his frietid Gauntlet, whom 


he had nof heard of a long time. 


The old gentleman, looking ftedfaft- 
ly in his face, ¢ Ah! damn your cun- 
ning!” faid he, ¢ I find the anchor 
holds fat: Idid fuppofe as how you 
would have flipt your cable, and 
changed your birth; but, I fee, when 
a young fellow is once brought up by 
“a pretty wench, he may man his cap- 
fians and viol block, if he wool; but 
he'll as foon heave up the Pike of 
Teneriffe, as bring his anchor aweigh ! 
Odds heartlikins! had I known the 
young ‘woman was Ned Gauntlet’s 
daughter, I thouldn’t have thrown 

out fignal for leaving off chace.’ 
. Bb2z Our 
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Our adyenturer was nota little fur- 
rized to hear the commodore talk in 
this ftyle; and immediately conjectured, 
that his friend Godfrey had informed 
him of the whole affair. Inftead of 
liftening,to this approbation of his flame, 
with thofe tranfports of joy which he 
would have felt, had he retained his 
former fentiments, he was chagrined at 
‘Trunnion’s, declaration, and offended 
at the. prefumption of the young {ol- 
slicr; in prefuming to difclofe the fe- 


cret with which he, had intrufted him,, 


Reddening with thefé reflections, he 
affured the commodore, that he never 
had feriougs thoughts of matrimony: {a 
that if any perfon had told him he was 
under any engagement of that kind, he 
had. abufed: bis ear; for, he protefted, 
that he would never contraét fuch ate 
tachment, without his knowledge and 
exprefs permiilion. - , 

_Trunnion commended him for his 
prudent -refolution, and obierved, that 
though no perfon mentioned to him what 
promiies had pafied betwixt him and his 
Jweetheart, it was very plain that he had 
made lave to her; and therefore, it was 
to. be fuppofed, that his intentions were 
honourable: for he could not. believe he 
was fuch arogue in his heart, as to en- 
deavour’ to oe the daughter of a 
brave officer, who had ferved his coun- 
try with credit and reputation. Not- 
withfanding this remonftrance, which 
Pickle imputed to the commodore’s. ig- 
norance of the world, he fet out for. the 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the 
unjuftifiable fentiments of a man of plea- 
fure, who facrifices every confideration 
to the defire of his ruling appetite; and 
as Winchefter lay in his way, refolved 
to vifit fome of his friends who lived in 
that place. It. was in the houfe of one 


of thefe, ‘that he was informed of Emi- . 


jia’s ‘being then in town with her mo- 
ther; upon which he excufed himfelf 
froni flaying to drink tea, and imme- 
diately repaired to their lodgings, ac- 
cording to the direétions he had re- 
a a 

When he arrived at the door, inftead 
of undergoing that perturbation of 
{pirits, which a lover in his interefting 
fituation might be fuppofed to feel, he 
fuffered no emotion but that of vanity 
and pride, favoured with an opportunity 
ef felf-giatiication, and entered his 
Emilia’s apartment with the air of a 
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conceited petit-maitre, rather than that 
of the refpectful admirer, when he vilits 
the object of his paffion ‘after an ab- 
fence of feventeen months. . = | 
_ The young lady having been very 
much difobliged at his mortifying 
neglect of her brother’s letter, had fum- 
moned all her own pride and refolution 
to her aid; and by means of a happy. 
difpofition, fo far overcame her chagrin 
at his indifference, that fhe was able to 
behave in his prefence with apparent 
tranquillity and eafe. She was even 
pleated to find, that he had by accident 
gpfen a time for his vifit, when fhe was 
furrounded by two\or three young gen- 
tlemen, who profeffed .themfelves. her 
admirers. Our gallant was no fooner 
announced, than fhe collegied- all her 
coquetry, put on the gayeft air fie could 
affume, and contrived to giggle juft as 
he appeared at the room door. ; The 
compliments of falutation being per- 
formed, fhe welegmed him to England 
in a carelefs manner; afked the news 
of Paris; and, before he could make 
any reply, defired one of the other gen- 
tlemen-to proceed with the fequel of that 
comical adventure, in the relation of 
which he had been interrupted. P 

Peregrine {miled within himfelf at 
this behaviour, which (without all 
doubt) he believed the had affeéted 
to punifh him for his unkind filence 
while he was abroad; being fully per- 
fuaded that her heart was abfolutely at 
his devotion. On this fuppofition, he 
practifed his Parifian improvements on 
the art of converfation, and uttered a 
thoufand prettineffes in the way of com- 
pliment, with fuch incredible rotation of 
tongue, that his rivals were ftruck dumb 
with aftonifhment; and Emilia fretted 
out of all temper, at feeing herfelf de- 
prived of the prerogative of thedex. He 
perfitted, however, in this furprizing lo- 
quacity, until the reft of the company 
thought proper to withdraw, and then 
contracted his difcourfe into the focus 
of love, which now put on a very dif- 
ferent appearance from that which it 
had formerly worn. Inftead of that 
awful veneration which her prefence uled 
to infpire, that chaftity of {entiment and 


ta 


delicacy of expreffion, he now gazed 


upon her with the eyes of a libertine, 
he glowed with the impatience of defire, 


talked ina ftrain that barely kept within 


the bounds of decency, and attempted ta 
2 fateh 
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foatch fuch favours as fhe, in the ten- 


dernefs of mutual acknowledgment, had. . 


once vouchfafed to beftow. 


Grieved and offended as fhe was, at 


this palpable alteration in his carriage, 
fhe difdained to remind him of his for- 
mer deportment, and with diffembled 
good-humour, rallied him on the pro- 
grefs he had made in gallantry and ad- 
drefs: but far from fubmitting to the li- 
berties he would have taken, fhe kept her 
perfon facred from his touch, and would 
not even fuffer him to ravifh a kifs of 
her fair hand: fo that he reaped no other 
advantage from the exercife of his ta- 
lents, during this interview, which lafted 
a whole hour, than that of knowing he 
had over-rated his own importance, 
and that Emily’s heart was not a garri- 
fon likely to furrender at difcretion. 


At length his addrefles. were ‘inter-- 


rupted by the arrival of the .mother; 
who had gone abroad to vifit by herfelf; 
and the converfation becoming more ge- 
neral, he underftood that Godfrey was 
at London, foliciting for a lieutenancy 
that had fallen vacant in the regiment to 
which he belonged; and that Mifs So- 
phy was at hame with her father. 

. Though our adventurer had not met 
with all the fuccefs he expeéted in his 
firft vifit, he did not defpair of reducing 
the fortrefs, believing that in time there 
would be a mutiny in his favour; and 
accordingly carried on the ficge for fe- 
veral days, without profiting by his per- 
feverance: till at length, having attended 
the ladies to their own houfe in the coun- 
try, he began to look upon this adven- 
ture as time mifpent, and refolved to 
difcontinue his attack, in hopes of meet- 
ing with a more favourable occafian; 
being, in the mean time, ambitious of 
difplaying, in an higher fphere, thofe 
qualifications which his vanity.told him 
were at prefent mifapplied. 
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HE ATTENDS HIS UNCLE WITH 
GREAT AFFECTION, DURING A 
FIT OF ILLNESS. SETS OUT 
AGAIN FOR LONDON. MEETS 
_WITH HIS FRIEND GODFREY, 
WHO IS PREVAILED UPON TO 
ACCOMPANY HIM TO BATH; ON 

. THE ROAD TO WHICH PLACE 
THEY CHANCE TO DINE WITH 
# FERSON, WHO ENTERTAINS 
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HIM WITH A CURIOUS ACCOUNT: 


OF A CERTAIN COMPANY OF ApD- 
VENTURERS. 


HUS determined, he took Jeave: 
of Emilia and her mother, on 
pretence of going to London upon fome 
ourgent buimefs, and returned to the 
garrifon, leaving the good old lady very 
much concerned, and the daughter in- 
cenfed at his behaviour, which was the- 
more unexpected, becaufe Godfrey had 
told them that the commodore approved 
of his nephew's paffion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle fo ill 
of the gout, which, for the firft time, - 
had taken poffeffion of his ftomach, that: 
his life was in imminent danger, and) 
the whole family in diforder ; he there-. 
fore took the reins of government in his* 
own hands, fent for all the phyficians: 
in the neighbourhood, and attended him » 
in perfon with the moft affeCtionate care, 
during the whole fit, which lated a fort- 
night, and then retired before the ftrength 
of his conftitution. : 

When the old gentleman recovered 
his health, he was fo penetrated with’ 
Peregrine’s behaviour, that he actually 
would have made over to him his whole: 
fortune, and depended upon him for-his 
own fubfiftence, had not our youth op- 
pofed the execution of the deed with alk 
his influence and might, and even per- 
fuaded him to make a will; in which 
his friend Hatchway, and all -his other 
adherents, were liberally remembered, 
and his aunt provided for on her own 
terms. ‘This material point being fet- 
tled, he, with his uncle’s permiffion, 
departed for London, after having feen 
the family affairs .eftablithed under the 
direétion and adminiftration of Mr. Jol- 
ter and the lieutenant: for, by this time, 
Mrs. Trunnion was -wholly occupied 
with her {piritual concerns. 

Qn his firtt arrival at London, he fent 
a card to the lodgings of Gauntlet, in 
confequence of a direétion from his mo- 
ther; and that young gentleman waited 
on him next morning, though not with 
that alacrity of countenance and warmth 
of friendfliip, which might have been 
expected from the intimacy of their 
former conneétion. Nor was Pere- 
grine himfelf actuated by the fame un- 
referved affection for the foldier, which 
he had formerly entertained. Grodfrey, 
over and above the offence he had taken - 
at Pickle’s omiffion in point of corre- 

lponding 
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{ponding with him, had been informed, 
by a letter from his mother, of the 
youth's cavalier behaviour to Emilia, 
during his laft refidence at Winchefter ; 
and our young gentlemen (2s we have 
already obietved) was difgufted at the 
Suppofed difcovery which the feldier had” 
made, in his abfence, to the commo-~ 
dore. They perceived their mutual um-: 
brage at meeting, and received each other 
with that civility of referve, which com- 
monly happens between two perfons,. 
when their friendfhip is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cdufe of : 
the other’s difpleafure; and in order to 
vindicate his own charaéter, after the 
firft compliments were paffed, tock the 
opportunity of enquiring after the health 
of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, that 
while he tarried at the garrifon, in his 
return from Dover, the fubjec of the 
_converfation, one night, happening to 
turn on our hero’s paffion, the old gen- . 
tleman had expreffed his concern about 
that affair; and, among/other ,obferva-:- 
tions, faid, he fuppofed the object of 
iis love was fome paltry huffy, whom. 
he had picked up when he was a boy at 
{chool. Upon which, Mr. Hatchway 
affured him, that fhe was a young wo- 
man ‘of ‘as good a family as any 1n the 
county; and after having prepofleffed him 
in her favour, ventured (out of the zeal 
of his friendfhip) to tell who fhe was: 
wherefore the difcovery was not to be 
imputed to any other caufe; and he 
hoped Mr. Pickle would acquit him of 
all fhare in the tranfaétion. ° 

Peregrine was very well pleafed to be 
thus undeceived; his countenance im- 
mediately cleared up; the formality of 
his behaviour relaxed into his ufual fa- 
miliarity; he afked pardon for his un- 
mannerly nepleé&t of Godfrey's letter,’ 
‘which, he protefted, was not owing to 
any difregard, or abatement of friend- 
fhip, but to a-hurry of youthful en- 
gagements, in eonfequence of which he 
had procrattinated his anfwer from time 
to time, until he was ready to return in 
perfon. 

The young foldier was contented with 
this apology; and as Pickle's intention 
‘with refpect to his fifter was ftill dubious 
and undeclared, he did not think it was 
incumbent upon him, as yet, to exprefs 
any refentment on that fcore; but was 
wale cnough to foretee, that the renewal 
of his intimacy with our young gentle- 
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man, might be the means of reviving 
that flame which had been diffipated by 
a variety of new ideas. With thefe fen-’ 
timents he laid afide all referve, and their 
communication immediately refumed it’s’ 
former channel. Peregrine made him 
acquainted with all the adventures in’ 
which he had been. engaged fince their 
parting: and he, with the fame confi- 
dence, related the remarkable incidents 
of his own fate; among other things, 
giving him to underftand, that upon ob- 
taining a.commiffion in the army, the 
father of his dear Sophy, without once 
enquiring about the occafion of his pro- 
motion, had not only favoured him with 
his countenance in a much greater de- 
gree than heretofore, but alfo contri- 
buted his intereft, and even promifed the 
affiftance of his purfe, in procuring for” 
him a lieutenancy, which he was then 
foliciting with all his power ; whereas, 
if he had not been enabled, by a moft 
accidental piece of good fortune, to lift 
himfelf into the {phere of an officer, he 
had all the reafon in the world to believe 
that this gentleman, and all the reft oF 
his wealthy relations, would have fuffer- 
ed him to languifh'in obfcurity and dif 
trefs; and, by turning his misfortune 
into reproach, made it a plea for their 
own want of generofity and friendfhip, 
Peregrine underftanding the fituation 
of his friend's affairs, woyld have ac- 
commodated him upon the inftant with 
a fum to accelerate the paffage of his 
commiffion through the offices; but, 
being too well acquainted with his fcru- 
pulous difpofition to manifeft his bene- 


_volence in that manner, he found means’ 


to introduce himfelf to one of the gen-' 
tlemen of the war-office, who was fo 
well fatisfied with the arguments he uled' 
in behalf of his friend, that Godfrey’s 
bufinefs was tranfaéted in a very few 
days, though-he himfelf knew nothing 
of his intereft being thus reinforced. 

By this time, the feafon at Bath was 
begun; and our hero, panting with the 
defire of diftinguifhing himfelf at that. 
refort of the fafhionable wor!d, commu-' 
nicated his defign of going thither to his 
friend Godfrey, whom he pong 
to accompany him in the excurfion : and 
leave of abfence from his regiment being 
obtained, by the influence of Peregrine’s 
new quality-friends, the two ccmpa- 
nions departed from London im a: poft- 
chuife, attended, as ufual, by the valet. 
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de chambre and Pipes, who were become. 


almoft as neceffary to our adventurer as 
_ any two of his own organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for 
dinner, Godfrey perceived a perfonwalk- 
ing by himfelf in the yard, with a very 
penfive air; and ‘upon obferving him 
more narrowly, recognized him to be a 
profefled gamefter, whom he had former- 
ly knownat Tunbridge. Onthe firength 
of this acquaintance, he accofted the pe- 
tipatetick, who knew him immediately ; 
and in the fullnefs of his grief and vex- 
ation, told him, that he was. now on 
his return from Bath, where he had been 
firipped by a company of fharpers, who 
refented that he fhould prefume to trade 
upon his own bottom. 

_ Peregrine, who was extremely curious 
in his enquiries, imagining that he might 
Jearn fome ufeful and entertaining anec- 
dotes from this artift, invited bim to 
dinner, and was accordingly fully in- 
formed of all the political fyiterms at the 
Bath. We underftood, that there was 
at London one great company of ad- 
venturers, who employed agents in all 
the different branches of impofition 
throughout the whole kingdom of Eng- 
land, allowing thefe minifters a certain 
proportion of the profits accruing from 
their induftry and kill, and - A 
the greateft fhare for the benefit of the 
common fteck, which was, chargeable 
with the expence of fitting out indivi- 
duals in their various purfuits, as well 
as with the lofs fuftainéd in the courfe 
of their adventures. Some, whofe per- 
fons and qualifications are by the com- 
pany judged adequate to the tafk, ex- 
ert their talents in making love to ladies 
of fortune, being accommodated with 
money and accoutrements for that pur- 
pofe, after having given their bonds, 
payable to one or other of the directors, 
on the day of marriage, for certain fuims, 
proportioned to the dowries they are’ to 
receive. Others, verfed in the doétrine 
of chances, and certain fecret expedi- 
ents, frequent all thofe places where 
games of hazard are allowed; and fuch 
as are mafters in the arts of billiards, 
tennis, and bowls, are continually ly- 
ing in wait, in all the fcenes of thefe 
diverfions, for the ignorant and unwary. 
A. fourth clafs attend horfe-races, being 
killed in thofe myfterious practices, 
by which the knowing ones are taken 
in. Nor is this community unfurnithed 
With thofe who lay wanten wives and 
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old rich widSw¢ under contribution, and 
extort money, by proftituting themfelves 
to the embraces of their own fex, and 
then threatening their admirers with pro- 
fecution. But their mo({t important re- 
turns are made by that body of their un- 
dertakers who exercife their underftand - 


“ings in the innumerable ftratagems of 


the card-table, at which no fharper can 
be too infamous to be received, andeven 
carefled, by perfons of the higheft rank 
and diltinétion. Among other articles 
of intelligence, our young gentleman 
learned, that thofe agents, by whom 
their gueft was broke and expelled from 
Bath, had conftituted a bank againft 
all {porters, and monopolized the advan~ 
tage in all forts of play.. He then told 
Gauntlet, that if he would put himfelf 
under his direction, he would return 
with them, and lay fuch a {cheme as 
would infallibly ruin the whole fociety 
at billiards, as he knew that Godfrey 
excelled them ailin his knowledge of that 
ame. 

The foldier excufed himfelf from en- 
gaging in any party of that kind; and 
after dinner the travellers, parted ; but, 
as the converfation between the two 
friends turned upon the information they 
had received, Peregrine projected a plan 
for punifhing thoie villainous pelts of 
focicty, who prey upon their fellow- 
creatures ; and it was put in execution 
by Gauntlet in this manner. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


GODFREY ERECUTES A SCHEME 
AP BATH, BY WHICH A WHOLE 
COMPANY OF SHARPERS iS 
RUINED. - 


N the evening after their arrival at 

/ Bath, Godfrey, who: had kept 
hinifelf up all daysfor that purpofe, went 
in, boots to the billiard-table; and two 
gentlemen being at play, began to bet 
with fo litde appearance of judgment, 
that one of ‘the adventurers then prefent 
was inflamed with the defire of profiting 
by his inexperience ; and when the table 
was vacant, invited him to take a game 
for amufement. The foldier, affuming 
the air of a felf-conceited dupe, an{wer- 
ed, that he did not chute tothrow away 
his time for nothing, but, if he pleafed, 
would piddle tor a crowna game, “This 
declaration was very agreeable to the 
: " * “Weer; 
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other, who wanted to be farther con- 
firmed in the opinion he had conceived 
ef the ftranger, before he would play 
for any thing of confequence. ‘The 
ts being accepted, Gauntlet put off 
is coat, and beginning with feeming 
eagernefs, won the firft game, becaufe 
his antagonift kept up his play with a 
view of encouraging him to wager a 
greater fum, The foldier purpofely bit 
at the hook, the flakes were doubled, 
and he was again victorious, by the per- 
miiiion of his competitor. He now be- 
gan to yawn; and obferving, that it 
was not worth his while to proceed in 
fuch a childifh manner, the’other {wore, 
in an affected paffion, that he would play 
with him for twenty guineas. The pro- 
pofal being embraced, (through the con- 
nivance ot Godfrey) the money was 
won by the fharper, who exerted his dex- 
terity to the utmoft, fearing that other- 
wife his adverfary would decline conti- 
nhuing the game. ‘ 
Godfrey thus conquered,pretended to 
lofe his temper, curfed his own ill luck, 
{wore that the table had a caft, and that 
the balls did not run true, changed his 
maft, and with great warmth challenged 
his enemy to-double the fum. The 
gamedter, with feigned reluétance, com- 
plied with his defire ; and having got the 
firft two hazards, offered to lay one 
hundred guineas to fifty on the game. 
The odds were taken; and Godfrey 
having allowed himfelf to be overcome, 
began torage with great violence, broke 
the maft to pieces, threw the balls out 
at the window, and, in the fury of his 
indignation, defied his antagonift tomeet 
_ him to-morrow, when he fhould be re- 
frefhed from the fatigue of travelling. 
This was a very welcome invitation to 
the gamefter, who imagining that the 
foldier would turn out a moft beneficial 
prize, aflured him, that he would not 
fail to be there next forenoon, in order 
to give him his revenge. 
Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, 
fully certified of his own {uperiority ; 
and took his meafures with Peregrine, 


touching the profecution of their icheme; 


while his opponent made a teport of his 
fucceis to the brethren ef the gang, who 
refolved te be prefent at the decifion of 
the match, with the view of taking ad- 
vantage of the firanger's paffionate dif- 
pofition. : 

Affairs being thus concerted on both 
fides, the players met, accerding to ap- 
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pointment, andthe room was immediate« 
ly filled with {peétators, who either came 
thither by accident, curiofity, or de- 
fign. The match was fixed for one 
hundred pounds a game; the principals 
chofe their inftruments, and laid afide 
their coats, and one of the knights of 
the order proffered to lay another hun- 
dred on the head of his affociate. God- 
frey took him upon the inftant. A fe- 
cond worthy of the fame clafs, feeing 
him fo eager, challenged him to treble 
the fum; and his propofal met with the 
fame reception, to the aftonifhment of — 
the company, whofe expectation was 
raifed to a very interefting pitch. The 
game ‘was begun, and the foldier hav- 
ing loft the firft hazard, the odds were 
offered by the confederacy with great 
vociferation: but nobody would fun 
fuch a rifk, in favour of a perfon whe 
was utterly unknown. ‘The fharper 
having gained the fecond alfo, the noife 
increafed to a furprizing clamour, not 
only of the gang, but likewife of almoft 
all the fpeétators, who defired to lay 
two to one againit the brother of Emi- 
hia. 

Peregrine, who was prefent, perceiv<. 
ing the cupidity of the aflociation fufh- 
ciently inflamed; all of a fudden opened 
his mouth, and anfwered their betts to 
the amount of twelve-hundred pounds; 
which were ‘immediately depofited ori 
both fides, in money and notes: fo that 
this was, perhaps, the moft important 
game that ever was played at billiards. 
Gauntlet feeing the agreement fettled; 
{truck his antagonift’s ball into the 
pocket in atwinkling, though it was 
in one of thofe fituations which are fup- 
pofed to be againft the ftriker, “The 
betters were a little difcompofed at this 
event, for which, however, they ¢or- 
foled themfelves, by imputing the fuc- 
cefs to accident ; but when at the very 
next ftroke he {prung it over the table, 
their countenances tnderwent an inftan- 
taneous diftraction of feature, and they 
waited, in the moft dreadful fufpenfe; 
for the next hazard, which being like- 
wife taken with infinite eafe by thé 
foldier, the blood forfook their cheeks, 
and the interje€lion Zounds { pronounced 
with a look of confternation, and in a 
tone of defpair, proceeded from every 
mouth at the fame inftant of time. 
They were overwhelmed with horrorand 
aftonifhment, at feeing three hazards 
taken in as many ftrokes, from a — 
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of their friend’s dexterity ; and-threwdly 
fulpected, that the whole was a fcheme 
pre-concerted. for their deftruétion ; on 
this fuppofition, they changed the note, 
and attempted to hedge for their own. in- 
demnification, by propofing to lay the 
- odds in favourof Gauntlet; but foanuch 
was the opinion of the company. altered 
by that young gentleman’s fucce({s;, that 
nobody would venture to efpouse the 


-caufe of “his competitor, who chaneing ; 
to improve his game by the addition of | 


another lucky hit, diminifhed the con- 
cern, and»revived the hopes of his ad- 
herents: | But this gleam of fortune did 


-201 


his teeth together, with a look that baf- 
fles all defcription, and as he croffed the 
threthold, exclaiming, © A damned-bite, 
‘ by G—d!" ; 
The viétors, after having infulted 
them, by afking if they were difpofed 
for, another chance, carried off their 
winning with the appearance of great 
compafuxe, though in their hearts they 
were,tranfported..with un{peakable joy ; 
not fo, much on, account of the booty 
they had: gained, as in contideration of 
having fo effectually deftroyed fuch a 


_ neft of pernicious mifcreants. 


not long continue: Godfrey colleéted | 
his whole art and capacity; and aug- - 


menting his {core to number ten, in- 
duiged himfelf-with a view of the whole 
traternity...) The vifages of thefe pro- 
feflors had adopted different thades of 
“complexion at every hazard he had 
taken ;' frotn their natural colour they 
had..fhifted into a fallow hue; from 
* thence into pale ; from pale into yellow, 
which degenerated into a mahogany 


tint; and now they faw feventeen hun- . 


dred pounds of their ftock depending 
upon a fingle {troke, they ftood Jike fo 
‘many fwarthy Moors, jaundiced with 
terror and vexation. The fire which 
naturally glowed in the cheeks and nofe 
of the player, feemed utterly extinct, 
and his carbuncles exhibited a livid ap- 
pearance, as it-a gangrene had already 
made fame .progrefs in his face: his 
hand began .to. fhake, and his whole 
frame-was feized with fuch trepidation, 


a 


that he was fain to fwallow a bumper of . 


. brandy, in orde’ to re-eftabkifh the tran- 
quillity of his nerves. This expedicit, 
however, did not produce the detired 
effeét 3) for'heauned the ball at the lead 
with fuchydifcompofure, that. it firuek 


1] 
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-~ 


on the wrong fide,:and came off at an . 
-angle which direéted it full in thé mid- 


dle hole. .This‘fatal accident was at- 
tended with.an aniverfal groanyas if the 
- whole univerfe had gone to wra¢ky;. and 
notwithftanding -that.. tranquilliny, for 
which adventurers are fo remarkable, 
this lofs made fuch an impretfian upon 
them all, that each in particular mant- 
‘ fefted his chagrin, by the moit violent 
emotions. One turned up his eyes to 
Heaven, and bit his nether lip; another 
gnawed his ‘fingers, while he ftalked 
-acrofs the room, a third blafphemed 
with horrid imprecations ; and he who 
» played. the,.party. {neaked off, grinding 


Peregrine believing, that now he had 
found an opportumity of ferving his 
friend, .without giving offence to the 
delicacy of his honour, told him upon 
their arrival at their lodgings, that tor- 
tune had, at length enabled him to be- 
come in a manner independant,.pr_ at 
leaft make Inmielf eafy in his circum- 
fiances, by purchafing a company with — 
the money he. had won, So faying, he | 
put his thare of the fuccefs in Gauntlet’s — 
hand, as.afum,that ef right belonged - 
to him, and promifed to write in his 
behalf toa nobleman, who had intere& 
enough-to promote fuch a quick rife in 
the fervice., was 

Godfrey thanked hjm for his. obliging 
intention, but abfolutely réfufedy with 
great loftinels of demeanour, to appropyi- 
ate to his own ufe any part of the: money 
which Pickle -had igained, and feemed 
affronted at the other’s entertaining a fen- 
timent fo, vnwoxthy ofthis,character: He 
would not even, accept, in the way wf 
loan, fuch an addition to his own, ftogk, 
as would amount to the price of a com- 
pany of foot ; but expreffed great, con~ 
fidence in the. future.exertion of-:that 
talent which had been blefled with furh - 
a profperous beginning. Our hero find- 
ing him thus objtinately deaf to the vojce 
of his own interelt, refolved to govern 
himéelf in his next endeavoursof friend- 
fhip, by his experience of’ this ticklifh 
punctilio;, and, in the mean time, gave 


_ a handfome benefaction to the hofpital, 


to Mifs Emily. 


out of thefe firft- fruits of the fuccefs in 


play, and.referved two hundred pounds 
tor a fet of diaraond ear-rings and foli- 
taire, which he intended for a prefert 
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THE TWO FRIENDS ECLIPSE ALL 
THEIR COMPETITORS IN GAL- 
i. ec LANTRY, 
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LANTRY, AND PRACTISE A 
PLEASANT PROJECT OF REVENGE 
UPON 
PLACE. 


TR fame of their exploits againft 
the fharpers was immediately dif- 
fufed through all companies at the Bath ; 
fo that when our adventurers appeared 
in publick, they were pointed out by an 
hundred extended fingers,and confidered 
as confummate artifts in all the different 
fpecies of fineffe, which they would not 


fail to pragtife with the firft opportunity. _ 


Nor was this opinion of their charaéters 
any obftacle to their reception into the 


fafhionable parties in the place; but, on - 


the contrary, fuch a recommendation, 
which (as I havealready hinted) never 
fails to operate for the advantage of the 
poffeffor. ‘ 
This firft adventure, therefore, ferved 
them a8 an introdu€tion to the company 
at Bath, who were not a little furprized 
to‘find their expectations baffled by the 
conduét of the two companions; be- 
caufe, far from engaging deeply at play, 
they rather fhunned all occafions of 
gaming, and direéted their attention to 
gallantry, in which our hero fhone un- 
rivalled. His external qualifications, 


- exclufive of any other merit, were ftrong 


the female fex; and thefe, reinforced 
with a fprightlinefs of converfation, and 
a moft infinuating addrefs, became ir- 
refiftible, even by thofe who were for- 
tified with pride, caution, or indiffe- 
rence. But ~? al] the nymphs of this 
gay place, he did not meet with one ob- 
ject that difputed the empire of his heart 
with Emilia, and therefore he divided 
his attachment according to the fuggef- 
tions of vanity and whim; fo that, be- 
fore he had refided a fortnight at the 


' Bath, he had fet all the ladies by the 


ears, and furnifhed all the hundred 
tongues of fcandal with full employ- 
ment. The fplendor of his appearance 


~ excited the enquiries of envy; which, 


inftead of difcovering any circum{tance 
to his prejudice, was curfed with the 
information of his being a young gen- 
tleman of a good family, and heir to an 
immenfe fortune. 

The countenance of fome of his qua- 
lity-friends, who arrived at Bath, con- 
firmed this piece of intelligence: upon 


‘ which his acquaintance was courted and 


i 


>» 


cultivated with great afliduity j and he 
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9 be to captivate the common run of - 
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met with fuch advances from fome of 
the fair-fex, as rendered him extremely 
fortunate in his amours. Nor was his 
friend Godfrey a ftranger to favours of 
the fame kind; his accomplifhments 
were exactly calculated for the meridian 
of female tafte; and with certain in- 
dividuals of that fex, his mufcular frame, . 
and the robuft conneétion of his limbs, 
were more attractive than the delicate 
proportions of his companion. He ac- 


cordingly reigned paramount among 


thofe inamoratas who were turned of 
thirty, without being under the necef- 
fity of proceeding by tedious addreffes; 
and was thought. to have co-operated 
with the waters, in removing the fteri- 
lity of certain ladies, who had long un- 
dergone the reproach and difguft of their ~ 
hufbands: while Peregrine fet up his 
throne among thofe who laboured under 
the difeafe of celibacy, from the pert 
mifs of fifteen, who, with a fluttering 
heart, toffes her head, bridles up, and 
giggles involuntarily at the fight of an 
handfome-young man, tothe ftaid maiden 
of twenty-eight, who with a demure 
afpect moralizes on the vanity of beauty, 
the folly of youth, and fimplicity of 


‘ woman, and expatiates on friendfhip, 


benevolence, and good fenfe, in the 
fiyle of a Platonick philofopher. 

In fuch a diverfity of difpotitions, his 
conquelts were attended with all the 
heart-burnings, animofities, , and tur- 
moils of jealoufy and fpite. The younger 
clafs took- all opportunities of mortify- 
ing their feniors in publick, by treat- 
ing them with that indignity which 
(contrary to the general privilege of age): 
is by the confent and connivance of man- 
kind, levelled againft thofe who have 
the misfortune to come under the deno- 
mination of old maids ; and thefe .laft 
retorted their hoftilities in. the private 
machinations of flander, fupported by 
experience and fubtilty of invention. — 
Not one day paffed, in-which fome new 
ftory did not circulate, to the prejudice 
of one or other of thofe rivals. ’ 

If our hero, in the long-room, chanced 
to quit one of the moralifts, with whom 
he had been engaged in converfation, he 
was immediately accofted by a number 
of the oppofite fa€&tion; who, with iro- 
nical {miles, upbraided him with cruel- 
ty to the poor lady he had left; exhorted 
him to have compaffion on her fuffer- 
ings; and turning their eyes towards the 
objcék of thear anterceflien, broke forth 

ante 
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into an univerfal peal of laughter. On 
the other hand, when Peregrine, in con- 
fequence of having danced with one of 
the minors over-night, vifited her in the 
morning, the Platonifts immedjately laid 
hold on the occafion, tafked their ima- 
ginations, affociated ideas, and with 
fage infinuations retailed a thoufand cir- 
cumftances of the interview, which never 
had any foundation in truth. They 
obferved, that if girls are determined 
to behave with fuch indifcretion, they 
mutt lay their accounts with incurring 
the cenfure of the world; that fhe in 
queftion was old enough to aét more 
circum{peétly ;"and wondered that her 
mother would permit any young fellow 
to approach the chamber, while her 
daughter was nakedin bed. As for the 
fervants peeping through the key-hole, 
to be fure it was an unlucky accident; 
but people ought to be upon their guard 
againft fuch curiofity, and give their do- 
mefticks no caufe to employ their pene- 
tration. Thefe, and other fuch reflec- 


tions, were occafionally whifpered as - 


fecrets among thofe who were known to 
be communicative; fo that, in a few 
hours, it became the general topick of 
difcourfe; and as it had been divulged 
under injun&tions of fecrefy, it was al- 
moft impoflible to trace the fcandal to 
it’s origin; becaufe every perfon con- 
cerned muft have promulgated her own 
-breach of truft, in difcovering her au- 
thor of the report. 

Peregrine, inftead of allaying, rather 
exafperated this contention, by an artful 
diftribution of his attention among the 
competitors ; well knowing, that fhould 
his regard be converged into one point, 
he would foon forfeit the pleafure he 
enjoyed in feeing them at variance ; 
for both parties would join againft the 
common enemy, and his favourite would 
be perfecuted by the whole coalition. He 
perceived, that among the fecret agents 
of f{candal, none were fo bufy as the 
phyficians; a clafs of animals who live 
in this place, like fo many ravens hover- 
ing about a carcafe, and even ply for 
employment, like fcullers at Hunger- 
ford Stairs. The greateft part of them 
have correfpondents in London, who 
make it their bufinefs to enquire into 
the hiftory, charaéter, and diftemper, of 
every one that repairs to Bath for the 
benefit of the waters; and if they cannot 
procure intereit to recommend their me- 
dical friends to thefe patients befare 
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‘they fet out, they at leaft furnith them 


with a previous account of what they 
could colleét, that their correfpondents 
may ufe this intelligence for their own 
advantage. By thefe means, and the 
affiftance of flattery and affurance, they 
often infinuate themfelves into the ac- 
quaintance of ftrangers, and by. con- 
fulting their difpofitions, become necef- 
fary and fubfervient to their prevailing 
paffions. By their conneétion with apo- 
thecaries and nurfes, they are informed 
of all the private occurrences in each 
family; and therefore enabled to gratify 
the rancour of malice, amufe the fpleen 
of peevifh indifpofition, and entertain 


.the eagernefs of 1mpertinent curiofity. 


In the courfe of thefe occupations, 
which frequently affected the reputation 
of our two adventurers, this whole body 
fell under. the difpleafure of our hero; 
who, after divers confultations with his 
friend, concerted a ftratagem,. which 
was pracétifed upon the faculty-in this 
manner. Among thofe who frequented 
the pump-room, was an old officer, 
whofe temper, naturally impatient, was, 
by repeated attacks of the gout, which 
had almoft deprived him of the ufe of 
his limbs, fublimated into a remarkable 
degree of virulence and perverfenefs: he 
imputed the inveteracy of his diftemper 
to the mal-praétice of a furgeon who 
had adininiftered to him, while he la- 
boured under the confequences of an 
unfortunate amour; and this fuppofi- 
tion had infpired him with an infur-— 
mountable antipathy to all the profeffors 
of the medical art, which was more and 
more confirmed by the information of a 
friend at London, who had told him, 
that it was a common practice among ~ 
the phyficians at Bath, to diffuade their 
patients frem drinking the water, that 
the cure, and of confequence their at- 
tendance, might be longer protragted. 

Thus prepofleffed, he had come to 
Bath, and, conformable toa few gene- 
ral inftruétions he had received, ufed 
the waters without any farther direc 
tion, taking all occafions of manifeft- 
ing his hatred and contempt of the fons 
of /E{culapius, both by fpeech and gef- 
ticulations, and even by purfuing a re- 
gimen quite contrary to that which he 
knew they prefcribed to others who 
feemed to be exaétly in his condition. 
But he did not find his account in this 
method, how fuccefsful foever it may 
have been in other cafes, His com- 

Ccz plaints, 
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plaints, inftead of vanitiing, were every 
day more and more enraged; and, at 
Jength, he was confined to ‘his’ bed, 
where he lay blafpheraing from morn to 
night, and from night to morn; though 
{till more determined than ever to adhere 
to his former maxims. « - 

In the midit of kis torture, which 
was become the commen joke of the 


town, being circulated through the in-. 


duftry of the phyficians, who triumphed 
‘jn his difafter, Peregrine, by means of 
Mr. Pipes, employed a country. fellow, 
who had come to market, to run with 
great hafte, early one moruing, tothe 
Jodgings of all thé doctors in town, and 
defire themy to attend the colonel with 
all imaginable difpatch. Inconfequence 
of this {ummons, the whole faculty put 
themfelves in motion: and three of the 
foremoft arriving at the fame inftant of 
time, far from complimenting one an- 
other with the door, cach feparately ef- 
fayed to enter, apd the whole triumvi- 
vate ftack in thé paflage. “While they 


remained thus wedged together, they 


deferied two.of their brethren pofting 
towards the fame goal, with all the {peed 
that God had enabled them to exert; 
upon which they came to a parley, and 
agreed to ftand by one another. ‘This 
covenant being made, they difentangled 
themfelves, and enquiring about thé pa- 
tient, were told by the tervanf, that he 
had juft fallen afleep. se ted 
Having received this intelligence, they 
took nofleffion of his anti-chamber, and 


fhut the door, while the rett of the tribe 


ofted themfelvcs on the outfde, as they 
arriveds fo that the whole paflage was 
filled, frorn the top of the. ftair-cafe to 
- the fireet-door; and the people cf the 
- houfe, together with the colonel’s fer- 


vant, ftruck dumb with aftenifhment, 


. The three leaders of this learned gang 


had no fooner made their lodgment 
good, then they began to confult atcnt 
the patient's maiady, which every one 
of them pretended to have confidered 
with great cereand affiduity. The firft 


who gave his opinion faidy the diftemper - 


was an obftjnate arthritis; the fecond 
affirmed, that it was no other than a 
confirmed pox; and the third {wore it 
was an inveterate feurvy. This diver- 
fity of opinions was fupported by a va- 
riety of quotations from medical authors, 
ancient as well as modern; but theve 
were not of fuflicient authority, or at 
_deaft not explicit enough to decide the 
ie 
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difpute; for there are many fchifms in 
medicine, as well as in religion, and 
each fe&t can quote the fathers in“fup- 
port of the tenets they profefs. In fhort, 
the contention rofe to fuch a pitch of cla- 
mour, as not only alarmed the brethren 
on the ftair, but alfo awaked the patient 
from the firft nap he had enjoyed in the 
{pace of ten whole days. Had it been fini- 
ply waking, he would’ have been obliged 
to them for the noife that difturbed him; 
for, in that cafe he would have been re~ 
lieved from the tortures of hell fire, to 
.which in his dream he fancied himfelf 
expofed: but this dreadful vifion had 
been the refult of that #mpreffion which 
was made upon his brain, by the into- 
lerable anguifh of his joints; fo that 
when he waked, the pain, inftead of 
being allayed, was rather aggravated by 
a great acutenefs of fenfation; and the 
confufed vociferation in-the next room, 
invading his ears at the fame time, he 
began to think his dream was realized; 
and, in the pangs of defpair, -applied 
himfelf to a bell that ftood by his bed- 
fide, which he rung with great violence 
and perfeverance. 

This alarm put an immediate ftop to 
the difputation of the three dogtors, who, 
upon this notice of his being awake, 
rufhed into his chamber without cere~ 
mony;. and two of them feizing his 

.arms, the third made the like: applica- 
tiomto one of his temples. Before the 
patient could recolleét hinifelf from the 
amazement which had Jaid hold on him, 
at this unexpected. irruption, the 100m 
was filled by the rett of the faculty, who 
followed the fervant that entered, in obe- 
dience to his matter’s call; and the bed 
was, ina moment, furrounded by thefe 
gaunt minifters of death. ‘The colonel 
feeing himfelf befet with fuch an aflem- 
blage of folemn vifages and figures, 
which he had always confidered with the 
utmoit deteftation and abhorrence, was 
incenfed to a moft inexpreffible’ degree 
of indignation; and fo infpirited by his 
rage, that though his tengue ‘denied it’s 
ofiice, his other limbs performed: their 
funétion; he difengaged himfelf from 
the triumvirate, who had taken poffef- 
fion of his body, fprung out ‘of bed 
with meredible agility, and feizing one 
of his crutches, applicd it fo effectua ly 
to one of the three, juft asihe ftocped to 
examine the 7 IS 
tie. peri isd ot { 
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i! This’ fgnaficant explanation difcon- 
werted ithe whole fratetnity; every man 
turned his face, as. it were by inftinét, 
towards the door; and the retreat of the 
community being-obftruéted by the ef- 
forts of individuals, ,confufion and tu- 
multvous uproar enfued: for the colo- 
nel, far)from limiting his prowefs to 


the ‘firft exploit, handled his weapon, 


with aftonifhing vigour and dexterity, 
without refpect of perfons; fo that few 
or none of them ‘had: efcaped without 
maiksof his difpleafure, when his fpirits 
failed, dnd he funk down-again, quite 
exhauftéd, on his bed. . Favoured by 
this refpite, the difcomfited' faculty col- 
Jefted theit hats and wigs, which had 
fallen, off in the fray; and perceiving 
the affailant too much enfeebled to re- 
néw:the.attack, fet -up their throats to- 
gether, and loudly threatened to profe- 
eute him feverely for fuch an outrageous 
affault. 

By this time the Jandlord had inter- 
pofed; and enquiring into the caufe of 
the difturbance, was informed of what 
had happened by the complainants, who 
at the fame time giving him to under- 
ftand, that they had been feverally fum- 
moned to attend the colonel that morn- 
ing; he affured them, that they had been 
Ampofed upon by fome wag, for his 
ledger had never dreamed of confulting 
any one of their profeffion.. 

Thunderftruck at this declaration, the 
‘general clamour inftantaneoutiy ceafed ; 
and-each, in particular, at once com- 
prehending the nature of the joke, they 
ineaked filentiy off with the lofs they 
had fuftained, in unutterable fhame and 


mortification; while Peregrine and his. 


friend, who took care to be paffing that 
way by accident, made a full itop at 
_ fight of fach an extraordinary efflux, and 
enjoyed the countenance and condition 
of every one as he appeared: nay, even 
made up to fome of thofe wha feemed 
moft affe€ted with their. fituation, and 
mifchievoufly tormented them with quef- 
tions touching this unufual congrega- 
tion; then, in confequence. of the in- 
formation they received from the land- 
Jord and the colonel’s valet, fubjected 
the fufferers to the ridicule of all the 
company in town. As it would have 
been impoffible for the authors of this 


farce to keep themielves concealed from - 


the indefatigable enquiries of the phy- 
ficians, they made no {ecret of their 


haying directed the whole j though they 
i= : j 


a 


205 


took care to own it'in fuch an ambiguz 
ous manner, as afforded no handle of 
profecution. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 


PEREGRINE HUMBLES A NOTED 
HECTOR, AND MEETS WITH A 
STRANGE CHARACTER “AT THE 
HOUSE OF A CERTAIN LADY. 


MONG thofe who never failed te 

refide at Bath, during the feafon, 
was a certain perfon, who, from the 
moft abje&t mifery, had by his induftry 
and art at play, amaffed about fifteen 
thoufand pounds; and though his cha: _ 
raéter was notorious, infinuated himfelf 
fo far intc the favour of what is called 
the beft company, that very few private 
parties of pleafure took place, in which 
he was not principally concerned. He 
was of a gigantick ftature, a moft in= 
trepid countenance; and his difpofition; 
naturally overbearing, had in the courfé 
of his adventures and fuccefs, acquired 
a mott intolerabie degree of infolencé 
and vanity. By the ferocity of his fea- 
tures, and audacity of his behaviorr, 
he had obtained a reputation for the 
mof undaunted courage, which had 
been confirmed by divers adventures, 
in which he had humbled the moft’ af- 
fuming heroes of his own fraternity : 
fo that he now reigned chief He€tor of 
the place, with unqueitioned authority. 

With this fon of Fortune was Pere- 
grine oné evening engaged at play, and 
fo jucce{sful, that he could not help ins 
forming his friend of his good luck. 
Godtrey hearing the defcription of the 
lofer, immediately. recognized the per 
fon, who:n he had known at Tun- 
bridge; and afluring Pickle, that he 
was a fharper cf the firit water, caus 
ticned him againft any. farther cons 
nection with fuch a dangerous compa- 
nion; who (he affirmed) had fuffered 
him to win a {mall fum, that he might 
be encouraged to lofe a much greater 
upon fome other occafion. 

Our young gentleman treafured up 
this-advice; and though he did not fcru- 
ple to give the gamefter an opportunity 
of retrieving his lofs, when h¢ next day 
demanded his revenge, he abiolutely re- 
fufed to proceed, after he had refunded 
his winning. The other, who confi- 
dered him as a hot-headed unthinking 

; youth, 


> 
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Youth, endeavoured to enflame his pride 
fo a continuance of the game, by treat- 
ing his {kill with {corn and contempt ; 
and, among other farcaftick expreffions, 
advifed him to go to fchool again, before 
he pretended to engage with matters of 
the art. . Our hero, incenfed at his ar- 
rogance, replied with great warmth, 
that he knew himfelf fufficiently quali- 
fied for playing with men of honour, 
who deal upon the fquare, and hoped 
he ‘fhould always deem it infamous, 
either to learn or practife the tricks of a 
profefled gamefter. ‘ Blood and thun- 

« der! meaning me, Sir!" cried this 
artift, raifing his voice, and curling his 
wifage into a moft intimidating frown. 
€ Zounds! I'll cut the throat of any 
* {coundrel who has the prefumption to 
© fuppofe,. that I don’t play as honour- 
* ably as e’er a nobleman in the king- 
€ dom; and I infift upon an explana- 
* tion from you, Sir; or, by hell and 
€ brimftone! I fhall expect other fort of 
 fatisfaétion.” Peregrine (whofe blood 
by this time boiled within him) anfwer- 
ed without hefitation : ‘ Far from think- 
* ing your demand unreafonahle, I will 
* mmediately explain myfelf without 
© referve, and tell you, that, upon un- 
© queftionable authority, I believe you 
* to be an impudent rafcal, and com- 
* mon cheat.’ 

_ The Heétor was fo amazed and con- 
founded at the freedom of this declara- 
tion, which he thought no manon earth 
would venture to make in his prefence, 
that for fome-minutes he could not re- 
collect himfelf; but at length, whif- 
pered a challenge in the ear of our hero, 
which was accordingly accepted. When 
they arrived next morning upon the 
field, the gametter arming his counte- 
mance with all his terrors, advanced 
with a {word of a monftrous length, 
and putting himfelf in a pofture, called 
aloud ina mott terrifick voice, ‘ Draw, 
« damn ye! draw; I will this infant 
* fend you to your fathers.” The vouth 
was not flow in complying with his 
defire ; his weapon was unfheathed in a 
moment, and he began the attack with 
fuch unexpected fpirit and addrefs, that 
his advertary, liaving made fhift with 
great difficulty to parry the firft pafs, 
retreated a few paces, and demanded a 
parley ; in which he endeavoured to per- 
fuade the young man, that to laya man 
of his charaéter under the neceffity of 
chaftizing hig infolence, was the meft 
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rafh and inconfiderate ftep that he could 
poflibly have taken; but that he had 
compaffion upon his youth, and was 
willing to fpare him, if he would fur- 
render his fword, and promife to afk 
pardon in publick for the offence he had 
given. Pickle was fo much exafperat- 
ed at this unparalleled effrontery, that 


_ without deigning to make the leaft re- 


ply, he flung his own hat in the pro- 
pofer’s face, and renewed the charge 
with fuch undaunted agility, that the 
gamefter, finding himfelf in manifett 
hazard of his life, betook himfelf to his 
heels, and fled homewards with incre- 
dible {peed, being clofely purfued by Pe- 
regrine, who having theathed his fword, 
pelted him with ftones as he ran, and 


_compelled him to go, that fame day, 


into banifhment from Bath, where he 
had domineered fo long. 

By this atchievement, which was the 
fubjeét of aftonifhment to all the com- 
pany, who had looked upon the fugitive 
as a perion ef hereick courage, our ad- 
venturer’s reputation was rendered for- 
midable in all it's circumftances ; al- 
though he thereby difobliged a good 
many people of fafhion, who had con- 
tracted an intimacy of friendfhip with 
the exile, and who refented his difgrace, 
as if it had been the misfortune of a 
worthy man. Thefe generous patrons, 
however, bore a very {mall proportion 
to thofe who were pleafed with the event 
of the duel; becaufe, in the courfe of 
their refidence at Bath, they had either 
been infulted or defrauded by the chal. 
lenger. Nor was. this inftance of our 
hero’s courage unacceptable to the la- 
dies, few of whom could now refit the 
united force of fuch accomplifhments. 
Indeed, neither he nor his friend God- 
frey would have found much difficulty 
in picking up an agreeable companion 
for life: but Gauntiet’s heart was pre- 
engaged to Sophy; and Pickle, exclu- 
five of his attachment to Emily, which 
was ftronger than he himfelf imagined, 
pofleffed fuch a fhare of ambition, «as 
could not be fatisfied with the conqueft 
of any female he beheld at Bath. 

His vifits were, therefore, promifcu- 
ous, without any other view than that of 
amufement; and though his pride was 
flattered by the advances of the fair 
whom he had captivated, he never har- 
boured one thought of proceeding be- 
yond the limits of common gallantry, 
and carefully avaided all particular ex» 
; planiations, 
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planations. “But what, above all other 
enjoyments, yielded him the moft agree-~ 
able entertainment, was the fecret hif- 
tory of characters, which he learned from 
2 very extraordinary perfon, with whom 
he. became acquainted in this manner. 
Being at the houfe of a certain lady, 


en a vifiting day, he was ftruck with — 


the appearance of an old man, who no 
fooner entered the room than the mif- 
trefs of the houfe very kindly defired 
one of the wits prefent to roaft the old 
put. This petit-maitre, proud of the 
employment; went up to the fenior, who 
had fomething extremely peculiar and 
fignificant in his countenance, and {a- 
luting him with divers fafhionable con- 
. gés, accofted him in thefe words : ‘Your 
“© fervant, you old rafcal. I hope to 
-© have the honour of feeing you hang- 
¢ ed. I vow to Gad! you look. ex- 
s* tremely fhocking; with thefe gummy 
» eyes, lanthorn jaws, and toothlefs 
-€ chaps. What! you fquint at the la- 
.* dies, you old rotten medlar? Yes, 
yes, we underftahd your ogling; but 
«you mutt content yourfelf with a cook - 
© maid, fink me! I fee you want.to fit. 


«© Thefe withered fhanks of your’s trem- 


* ble under their burden: but you mutt 
* have a little patience, old Hirco; in- 
.§ deed you muft. I intend to mortify 
/ © you a little longer, curfe me!” 
* The company was fo tickled with 
this addrefs, which was delivered with 
much grimace and gefticulation, that 
they burft out into a loud fit of laughter, 
which they fathered upon a monkey 
that was chained in the room; and 
-when the peal’ was over, the wit re- 
newed his attack, in thefe words. ‘I 
* fuppofe you are fool enough to think 
this mirth was occafioned by Pug; 
‘-aye, there he is; you had beft furvey 
©‘ him; he is‘ of your own family, 
© {witch me! butthe laugh was at your 
* expence; and you ought to thank 
* Heaven for making you fo ridicu- 
- 6 Jous.? While he uttered thefe inge- 
nious ejaculations, the old gentleman 
bowed alternately to him and the mon- 
key, that feemed to grin and chatter in 
imitation of the beau, and with an arch 
folemnity of vifage, pronounced, ‘ Gen- 
‘ tlemen, as I have not the honour to 
“ underftand your compliments, they 
* will be much better beftowed on each 
-* other.” So fayingy he feated himéelf, 
~and had the fatisfaction to fee the laugh 
geturned upon the aggreflor, who re- 
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mained confounded and abathed, and in 
‘a few minutes left the room, mutter- 
‘ing, as he retired, « The old fellow 
* grows {currilous, ftap my breath!" 
While Peregrine wondered in filence 
at this extraordinary fcene, the lady of 
the houfe perceiving his furprize, gave 
him to underftand, ‘that the ancient vifi- 
tant was utterly bereft of the fenfe of 
hearing: that his name was Cadwalla- 
der Crabtree ; his difpofition altogether 
mifanthropical ; and that he was ad- 
mitted into company on account of the 
entertainment he afforded by ‘his farcaf- 
tick obfervations, and the pleafant mif- 
takes to which he was fubjeft from his 
infirmity. Nor did our hero wait a long 
time for an illuftration of this odd cha= 
ragter. .. Every fentence~he fpoke was 
replete with gall; nor did his {atire con- 


fit in general reflef&tions, but in a fe- 


ries of remagks, which had been made _ 
through the medium of a moft whimfi- 
cal peculiarity of opinion. 


- Among those who were préfent at this 


affembly was a ‘young officer, who hav- 
ing by dint of intereft obtained a feat 


Hin-the lower houfe, thought it incum- 


bent'upon him to talk of affairs of {tate ; 
and accordingly regaled the company ~. 
-with an account of a fecret expedition — 
which the French were bufied in pre- — 


‘paring ;'affuring them, that he had it 


from the mouth of the minifter, to whom 
it had been tranfmitted by one of his 
agentsabroad. In defcanting’ upon the 


’ particulars of the armament, he obferv~ 


ed, that they had twenty fhips of the 
line, ready manned and viétualled at 
Breft,. which were deftined for Toulon, 
where they would be joined by as many 
more; and from thence proceed to the 
execution of their [cheme, which he im- 
parted as a fecret not fit to be divulged. 
This piece of intelligence being com- 
municated to all the company except 
Mr. Crabtree, who fuffered by his lofs 
of hearing, that cynick was foon after 
accofted by a lady, who, by means of 
an artificial alphabet, formed by a cer- 
tain conjunction and difpofition of the 
fingers, afked if he had heard any ex- 
traordinary news of late. Cadwallader, 
-with his ufual complaifance, replied that, 
he {uppofed fhe took him for a courier 
or {py, by teizing him eternally with that 
quettion.. He then expatiated upon the 
foolith curiofity of mankind, which, he 
faid, muft either proceed, from idlenefs 
or want of ideas; and repeated, almoft 
, per batin, 
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verbatim, the offcer’s information; a 
vague ridiculous report invented by fome 
ignorant coxcomb, who wanted. to give 
himfelf airs of importance, and believed 
only by thofe who were utterly unac- 
quainted with the politicks and ftrength 
of the French nation. 

In confirmation of what he had ad- 
vanced, he endeavoured to demonftrate 
how impoffible it muft be for that peo- 


ple to fit out even the third part of:fuch | 


a navy, fo foon after the’ joffes. they 
had fuftained during the war 5 and con- 
firmed his ‘proof by aflerting, that, to 
his certain knowledge, :the harbours of 
Breft and Toulon could not at-that time 
— a fquadron of eight thips of the 
me. ue a4 

The member, who was an utter ftran- 
ger to this mifanthrope, hearing his own 
afleverations treated with fuch contempt, 
glowed with confufion and refentment, 
and raifing his voice, began to defend 
his own veracity with great eagernefs 
and trepidation, mingling with his ar- 
guments many bluftering .invettives ‘a~ 
gainft the infolence and ill-manners, of 
his fuppofed contradiétor, who fat with 
the moit mortifying compofure of coun- 
‘tenance, till the officer’s patience was 
quite exhaufted; and then, to the ma- 
nifeft increafe of his vexation, he was 
informed, that his antagoniit was fo 
deaf, that, in all probability, the-laf 
trumpet would make neo impreffion. upon 
him, without a previous renovation of 
his organs. 


CHAP. XXXVII. ° 


HE CULTIVATES AN ACQUAINT- 
ANCE WITH THE MISANTHROPE, 
WHO FAVOURS HIM WITH A 
SHORT SKETCH OF HIS OWN HIS- 

TER 

EREGRINE wasextremely well 

pleafed with this occafional’ rebuke, 
which occurred fo feafonably, that -he 
could fcarce believe it accidentah He 
looked upon Cadwallader as the great- 
eft curiofity he had ever known; and 
cultivated the old man’s acquaintance 
with fuch infinuating addrefs, that in 
lefs than a fortnight he obtained his 
confidence. As they one day walked in- 
to the fields together, the man-hater dif- 
clofed himfelf in thefe words. ‘ Though 

‘ the term of ovr communication has 
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‘ been but thort, you muft have per- 
* ceived, that I treat you with uncom- 
-€ mon marks of regard; which, I af- 
‘ {ure you, is not owing to your per- 
‘ fonal accomplifhments, nor the pains 
* you take to oblige me; for the firft I 
overlook, and the laft I fee through : 
but there is fomething in your difpo- 
fition which indicates. a reoted con- 
tempt for the world; and I underftand 
you have made fome fuccefsful efforts 
in expofing one part of it to the ridi- 
cule of the other. It: is upon ‘this 
aflurance, that I offer: you my advice 
and affiftance, in .profecuting other 
{chemes..of the fame nature; and to 
convince you that: fuch:an alliance: is 
not to be rejeéted, I will now give youa 
fhort fketch of my hiftory, which will 
be publifhed after my: death in forty- 
feven volumes of my own compiling. 
‘I was born about forty miles fromn 
this place, of parents, who having’a 
very old. family-name to fupport, be- 
ftowed their whole fortwneon my elder 
brother; fo that 1 inherited of my fa- 
ther little elfe than a large fhare of cho- 
ler, to which I'am indebted for a great 
many adventures that didmat always 
end to my fatisfaétion. At the age of 
eighteen I was fent up to town, with 
a recommendation to a certain peer, 
who found means to amufe me with 
‘the promife of a commiffion for féven 
whole years; and tis odds but Ifhould 
have made my fortune by my: perfeve- 
rance, had not I been arrrefted,; and. 
thrown intothe Marfhalfea by my land - 
lord, on whofe. credit I had fubfifted 
three years, after my father had re- 
nounced me. as an idle vagabond. 
There .I remained fix months, among 
thofe prifoners who have novother fup- 
port than chance charity; and con- 
tracted a very valuable acquaintance, 
which was of great fervicetome in the ~ 

future emergencies of my life. 
‘ I was no fooner difcharged, m con- 
fequence of an aét of parliament for 
the relief of nfolvent debtors, than I 
went to thehaufe of my creditor, whom 
I cudgelled without mercy; and that 
I might leave nothing undone of thofe 
things which I ought to have done, 
my next itage was to Wettminfter 
Hall, where I waited until my patron 
came forth from-the houfe, and faluted 
him with a blow that laid him fenfe- 
lefs on the pavement: but my retreat 
was not fo fortunate as I could have 
¢ withed 5 
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wifhed ; the chairmen. and lacquiies ih 
waiting having furrounded and dif- 
armed me in a trice;I was committed 
to Newgate, ‘and loaded with chains; 


and avery fagacious gentleman, whio 


was afterwards hanged, havitig: fat in 
jadgment upon my cafe, pronounced 
me guilty of acapital crime, and fore- 
told my condenmation at the Old Bai- 
ley. His prognoftick, however, was 
difappointed ; for nobody appearing to 
profecute meat the next (efliony, I was 
difcharged by order of the court.-° It 
would: be impollible for me te recount, 
in the:compafs of one day’s cofver- 
fation, all the.-particular exploits in 
which .I ‘bore--a confiderable fhare. 
Suffice it to fay; I have been, at dif- 
ferent times, prifoner'in” all the gaols 
within the bills of mortality. “Ihave 
broke fronvevery rowid-houfe on this 


fide Temple-bar. No bailiff, in the 


days of my youth and defperation, 
durft: execute a writ upon me without 
a dozen followers; and the jultices 
themfelves . trembled when’ I’ Was 
brought before them: vas: 
© I-was once maimed by-.a carman, 
with whom I quarrélled, be¢aiife he 


ridiculed my leck on-St. David's day; , 
my fkull. was fraétured by a butcher's 


cleaver, on the like’ occafion:. F have 
been run through the body. five tines, 
and loft the tip of my left-ear by a 
piftol-bullet. In a frencounter’ of this 
kind, having :left my antagonilt for 
dead, I was wife enough to make my 
retreat into France;:and a few days 
after my arrival.at Paris, enteied into 
converfation with fome officers on the 


. fubje&t of politicks.; a difpute arofe, 


in which I loft my temper, .and- fpoke 
foirreverently of the Grand Monarque, 
that next morning I was fent' to tlie, 
Battile, by virtue of .a Lettre de Ca- 
chet. ‘There I remained. for ‘fome 
months, deprived of all intercourfe 


with rational creatures ; a circumftance 


for which: I was not.forry, as I had 
the more time to project {chemes of 
revenge againft the tyrant who confin- 
ed me, and the wretch who had be- 
trayed my private converfation ; but 
tired, at length, with thefe fruitlefs 
fuggeftions, I was fain to unbend the 


feverity of my thoughts by a corre- 


fpondence with fome induttrious -fpi- 
ders, who had hung my dungeon with 
theiringenious labours. 

* I confidered their work with fuch 
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attention, that T foon became an adepe 
in the myftery of weaving, ‘and fur- 
nifhed myfelf with as many ufeful ob- 
fervations' and refle&tions on that art, 
as will compofe a very‘turious Trea- 
tife, which I intend to bequeath-to the 
Royal Society, for the benefit-of our 
woollen’ manufacture ; and this with 
a view to perpetuate my Own name, 


rather than befriend my‘country; foi, |. 


thank Heaven! I am wéanéd'from: all 
attachinents of that kind, and Ibok 
upon myfelf a8 one very little obliged 
to any feciety whatfoevéers' Although 
I prefided with abfohite power. over 
this long-legged. community, and dif- 
tributed rewards and punifhments fo 
each, accdrding to his deferts, I gtew 
impatient of my fituation; ‘and my 
natural difpofition, one day, -prevail- 
ing like a fire which had long been 
fmothéred, I wreaked the fury of my 
indignation upon my’ innocent fub- 


-€ jeéts, and‘ in-a’ twinkling deftroyed 


° 
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tle whole race. While I was employ- 
ed in this genéral maffadre, the turn- 
key, who brought me ‘food,’ opened 
the door, and perceiving my tranfport, 
fhrugged up his fhoulders, and leav- 
ing my allowance, went out prenounc- 
ing, * Le pauvre diable! la:tete.lui 


“6 ‘tourne!” My paffion vio fooner fub~ 
© fided, than I refolved to profit by this 
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opinion of the gaoler, and:from that 
day counterfeited lunacy with fuch 
fuccefs, thatin hefs than three months 
I was delivered ‘from the Baftile, and 
fent’ to ‘the gallies, in which they 
thought my bodily vigour might’ be 
of fervice, although the faculties of 
mty mind were decayed. Before I 
wag chained to the oar, I received three 
hundred ftripes by way of welcome, 
that I might thereby be renlered more 
tractable, notwithftanding 1 ufed all 
the arguments in my power to perfuade 
them, [was only mad north, north-eft; 
and when the wind uias foutkerty, 
knew a hawk from an hand faw. 
In our fecond cruize wéhad the good 
fortune to be overtaken by a tempeft, 
during which the flaves were unbound, 
that they might contribute the more to 
the prefervation of the galley, and have 
a chance for their lives, in cate of 
fhipwreck. ‘We were no fooner at, 
liberty, than making ourfelves matters 
of the veffel, we robbed, the officers, 
and ran her‘on’ fhore among rocks 
on the soaft of Portugal; from whence 
d 6 J habe 
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« I haftened to Lifbon, with a view of 
¢ obtaining my paflage in fome fhip 
“ bound for. England, where, by this 
* time, I hoped my affair was forgotten. 

© But before this {cheme could be ac- 
<.complifhed, my evil genius led meinto 
‘ company; and beimg intoxicated, I 
,* began te broach doétrines.on the fub- 
« jeét of religion, at which fome of, the 
“ partie were. fcandalized and incenfed; 
‘ and -I was-next day dragged..out of 
« bed by the officers of the inquifition, 
‘ and conveyed to a cell in the prifon 


© belonging to-that tribunal. 72 


¢ At my firlt examination my refent- 
* ment was ftrong, enough .to fupport 
© me under the torture, which Iendared 
“without flinching; but my refolution 
© abated, and my zeal immediately cool- 
ed, when I underftood from a fellow 
‘ prifoner, who,groaned on, the other 
‘.fide of the partition, that in a fhort 
€-time there, would be an Auto date; 
© in confequence of which I fhould, in‘all 


errors,’ and fubmit, to fuch penance as 
the church fhould think fit to preferibe. 
This miferable wretch was conviéted 
of Judaifm, which he had privately 
practifed, by connivance, for many 
years, until he had.amaffed.a fortune 
fufficient to attract the regard of the 
_church. “T’o this he fell a facrifice, 
© and accordingly prepared himfelf, for 
the ftake; while I, not at all ambi- 

tious of the crown,of.martyrdom, re- 
folved to temporize: fo that when I 

was brought to the queftion the fecond 

. time, I made a folemn recantation. 
* As I had no worldly fortune to.ob- 
© ftrué& my. falvation, I was received 
€ into the bofom of the church, and, 
« by way of penance, enjoined to walk 
¢ barefoot to Rome, in the habit of a 
¢ pilgrim. we, 
‘ During. my peregrination through 

* Spain, I was detained as a fpy, until 
© I could procure credentials from the 
‘€ inquifition at Lifbon; and behaved 
£ with fuch a refolution and referve, 
¢ that, after being releafed, J was deemed 
a proper perfon to be employed in qua- 
lity of a fecret intelligencer at a cer- 
tain court. ‘This office I undertook 
.© without hefitation ; and being furnifh- 
“€ ed with money and bills of credit, 
€‘croffed the Pyrenees, with intention 

€ to xevenga my.clf upon the Spaniards, 
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probability, be doomed.to:the flaines, « 
.1f I would not renounce my heretical . 
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for the feverities I had undergor$ 
during my captivity. 

‘ Having therefore effeGtually dif- 
guifed myfelf. by a change of drefs, 
and a large patch on one.eye, I hired 
an equipage, and appeared at Bologna 
in quality of an itinerant phyfician; in 
which capacity I fucceeded tolerably 
well, till my fervants. decamped in the 
night with my baggage, and left me 
in the condition of Adam. In fhort, 
I have travelled over the greatett part 
of Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, prieft, 
-feldier, gamefter, and quack ; and felt 
the. extremes of indigence and opus 
lence, with the inclemency of weather, 
dn all-it’s viciffitudes. »I have learned 
‘that the charaéters-of mankind are 
every where the fame;- that: common 
fenfe and honefty bear’ an infinitely 
{mall proportion to folly and vice} 
and fhat life is at beft. a-paltry pro: 
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© After having fuffered innumerable 
hardfhips, dangers, and:-difgraces, I 
returned to London, where I lived 
fome years in a gatret, and picked up 
a@¥fubliftence, fach-asit was, by vend- 
‘ing purges in the ftreets, fram the 
back of a pied horfe;’ in. which fitua? 
tion, I ufed to harangue the mob in 
broken Englifh, under pretence cf 
| being an High-German doétor. ? 
(% At Jaft anquncledied, by whom I 
inherit an eftate of three hundred 
‘pounds per annum ; though, in his 
life-time, he would not have parted 
with.a fix-pence, to fave my foul and 
body from perdition.. 

‘ I now appear in the world, not as 
‘a member of any community, or what 
is called a focial creature; but merely 
as a {peétator, who entertains himfelf 
with the grimaces of a jack-pudding, 
and banquets his {pleen in beholding 
his enemies at loggerheads. ‘That I 
may enjoy this difpofition, abftra€ted 
from, all interruption, danger, and 
participation, I feign mylelf deaf; 
an expedient by which I not only 
avoid all difputes, and=theironfe- 
guences, but alfo become mafter of a 
thoufand little fecrets, which are every 

day whifpered in my prefence, with- 
out any fufpicion of their being over- 
* heard. You faw how I handled that 
® fallow politician at my Lady Plau- 
 fible’s the other day. Whe fame me- 
§ thod T practise upon the crazed Tory; 
ae: 1m ; 6 er. ¢ the 
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the bigot Whig, the four fupercilious 
pedant, the petulant critick, the bluf- 
tering coward, the fawning tool, the 
pert pimp, fly fharper, and every other 
fpecies of knaves and fools with which 
this kingdom abounds. 
‘ In confequence of my rank and 
charaéter I obtain free admiflion to 
the ladies, among whom I have ac- 
quired the appellation of the Scanda- 
fous-Chronicle, As I am confidered 
(while filent) in no other light than 
that of a foot-ftool or elbow-chair, 
they diveft their converfation of all 
reftraint before me, and gratify my‘ 
fenfe of hearing with ftrange things, 
which (if I could prevail upon myielf 
to pive the world that fatisfacétion) 
would compofe a curious piece of fe- 
cret hiftory, and exhibit a quite dif- 
¢ ferent idea of characters fram what is 
¢ commonly entertained. 

‘ By this time, young gentleman, 
« you may perceive, that i have. it in my 
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* power to be a valuable correfpondent; 
¢ and that it will be your intereft to de- 
* ferve my confidence.’ 

Here the mifanthrope left of f{peak- 
ing, defirous to know the fentiments of 
our hero, who, embraced the proffered 
alliance, in atranfport of joy and fur- 
prize; and the treaty was no looner con- 
cluded, than Mr. Crabtree began to per- 
form articles, by imparting to him a 
thoufand delicious fecrets, from the paf- 
feflion of which he promifed himfelf in- 
numerable fcenes of mirth and enjoy- 
ment. By means of this affociate, whom 
he confidered as the ring of Gyges, he 
forefaw that he should be enabled to pe- 
netrate not only into the chambers, but 
even to the inmoft thoughts of the female * 
fex. In order to ward off fufpition, 
they agreed to revile each other in pub- 
lick, and meet at a certain private ren-~ 
dezvous, to communicate their mutual 
difcoveries, and concert their future 
operations. 


ENB OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


Dda 


 -— 3 so ol 


"Sa oA 
: Bee ae ads . 
Pana feat ar ee el 
RO AN a A enn bel 
ogy? SE riW$ to. “nm W t Sw t =§ " wu - : 
pemyee box wil > eee Oeste e 
aed Tay Poe (er me hy 


+ ” 4 rd * bs, Oe ay A) z 
Me a _— h } : w Ff “we : . ad 
; ‘ ae _ = ary ma! ey 4 @' ( 0 Vo 


. 
Wo 69 , Tr, hay FE a, = 
ba Ne i - ee an A \ 

Jay We yee wd UVeT ere eg Dien, 
aie i lg dees 2) Le Sew. bd eee ; 
dirt siete gucci aha s ate 9° 
‘tae wat. te be, «he rie 


' : ‘ 17 "ye: te cue 
: é A. 
“4 ' 
- $ aa ,* 
’ ae ’ o 
- 
, 
} 
- | * - 
y © — + = ®. 
ee iy ine ae 
J 
, “ 
: > T * . 
a - 7 : _- . 
va : iS ris 
it ° 
P| any on wy “| ~ 
a - = “ 


“SHH H SHE i ae #4 


U 


TO LORD . 


MY LORD, 


HE turn which your lordhip gave to the converfation of laf night, 
; i having laid me under the neceflity of vindicating the ftep I have 
lately taken in publifhing Memoirs of my Life, I think I have a right 
to demand your opinion of the motives which I then explained; and 
this I afk by way of appeal to your judgment from the fentiments of 
thofe who might perhaps think my inducements were weak or- frivolous. 
For, though no perfon in the. company attempted to invalidate the 
arguments I advanced, I could perceive that’ one’ gentleman was not 
altogether convinced of the rectitude of that meafure: you may remem- 
ber he dropped feveral diffenting hints; couched in the modeit expref- 
fions of, ‘ With fubmiffion to your ladythip’s better judgment.—But, to 
* be fure; you would not have taken fuch a ftep without firft weighing 
‘the confequences.—Your provocations were certainly very ‘great, 
« although the world is apt to put the worft conftructions upon every 
‘ thing.’—And other fuch prudential infinuations, that are often more 
difconcerting than the difplayed objections.of a declared antagonift ; 
becaufe they feem to import fomething of great weight, which perfonal 
refpect endeavours to fupprefs. Thefe fententious fragments made fuch 
impreffion upon my mind, that I have been all night long tafking my 
recollection, in order to difcover the weak fide of my defence; but, as - 
one always fees through the mift of partiality in one’s own concerns, [ 
muft have recourfe to your difcernment, and ferioufly infift upon know- 
ing how far you approve the juftification of, 


My lord, 
your lordthip’s 
F moft obedient fervant, 


* * % 


ANSWER. 


MADAM, 


Cannot help obferving, that the ferious manner in which you 
afk my opinion of the motives which induced you to publifh your 
Memoirs, is exaétly of a piece with the conduct of thofe who confuit 
their friends, for approbation rather than advice, and by a difap- 
pointment in their expectations of applaufe, are more than ever wed- 
ded to their own inventicns. How would your ladythip look, end 
- now, 


(, eexiv } 


’ JI now, in confequehce of your derand, aflume the air of a;fevere 
moralizer, and tell you, that the itep you have taken, was altogether 
precipitate and inexcufable; that you have unneceffarily avowed your 
own indifcretion, incurred the refentment of individuals, and attra&ted 
the reproaches of a cenforious world; and that, over and above thefe 
difadvantages, you have fubjected yourfelf for ever to a life of do- 
meftick difquiet, by mcenfing the tyrant of whdm you complain, be- 
yond a poffibility of forgivenefs or reconciliation? Would not all 
the refentment of a difappointed author take poffeflion of your lady- 
Ship; overcaft that chearfulnefs of countenance with a fullen frown, 
and lighten from thofe fair eyes in gleams of difpleafuré? No, you 
would be more furprized than offended at my-obfervations. You would 
believe you had been all along deceived in your opinion of my deli- 
cacy and underftanding; you would be mortified at the difcovery of 
your own miftake, and look upon me with compaflion, as one of thofe 

game, timid rationalifts, who being naturally phlegmatick and fearful, 
are utter ftrangers to. the refined fenfations of the human heart, inca- 
pable of doing juftice to thofe melting tenderneffes which they never 
felt, aad too irrefolute to-withftand the torrent of ignorant, malicious, 
or wrong-headed clamour, when it affects a character in which their 
friendfhip ought to be interefled. Your fentiments, I own, would in 
that cafe be juft, excepting that. I fhould engage your ladythip’s pity, 
in deferving your contempt, and inftead of being defpifed as a cold 
friend, be {till regarded. by you, as a weak and timorous well-wither.’ 
If your character, fuffered cruelly from mifreprefentations; if your foi- 
bles were magnified and multiplied with all the aggravationof envy 
and fidtion ; if the qualities of your heart were decried or traduced, 
and even your underftanding called in queftion ; I.agree with your 
ladyfhip, that it was not only excufeable, but highly neceflary, 10 pub= 
Lith a detail of your conduét, which would acquit you of all or moft of 
thofe fcandalous imputations. This tafk you have (in my optaion) 
performed, to the {atisfaction of all the intelligent and unprejudiced 
part of mankind. He muft be very deficientin candour and feeling, 
who, in reading your Memoirs, is not interefted in your favour; who 
does not efpoufe the caufe of beauty, innocence, and love; who does 
not fee that as you once were, you would ftill have continued to be the 
pattern of conjugal faith and felicity; had not the crofs accidents of 
fortune forced you from the natural bias of your difpofition: who does 
not excufe the tendernefs, which youth and fenfibility, fo circumftanced, 
could not poflibly refi; and who does not freely forgive the fault, 
when he confiders the particulars of the temptation, He muft be void 
of all tafte and reflection, who does not admire your fpirit, elegance, 
and fenfe ;:and dead to all the finer movements of the foul, if he is 
not agitated, thrilled, and tranfported, with the pathetick circum- 
ftances of your ftory. Some people, who are your ladyfhip’s friends, 
and highly entertained with the performance, have wifhed yow had 
fpared yourfelf fome unneceflary confeflions, which they thought could 
ferve no end, but that of affording a handle to your enemies for 
cenfure and defamation: I myfelf, I awn, was of the fame ‘opinion, 
until you convinced me, that in fupprefling one circumftance which’ 
might be afterwards difcovered, your fincerity through the whole 
piece would have been called in queftion. And what kave you 
avowed, that your molt. malicious foes dare blame, except your = 
regar 
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regard of an aumnatural contrat, which (though authorized by the. 
laws of your country) was inipofed wpon your necefity, youth, and 
inexperience? Nor:was this :condu& the refult of vicious levity and 
intemperance : you had already given’ undeniable proofs of your 
conitancy and..conjugal virtue, tothe firft lord of your. affections, 
who was the choice of’ your love, and to whom your heart was ‘unalte= 
rably wedded. Your natural fenfibility had been, by his extraordinary 
care, tendernefs, and attention, ‘cherifhed and improved to fuch a de- 
gree of delicacy, as could not poffibly relith the attachment of the com- 
mon run of hufbands. No wonder, thén, that you was uneafy under 
a fecond engagement fo much unlike the firt; that every circumftance - 
of the contraft appeared to you in the moft aggravating light, and made 
a fuitable impreifion upon your-imagination ; and that you was not in- 
fenfible to thofe attrattions which had formerly captivated your heart, 
nor able to refift the flattering infinuations, incredible affiduity, and 
furprizing perfeverance, of an artful lover. And fure he could not have 
«chofen a more favourable opportunity! to prefer his addrefles: your pa 
fions were unufually intendered by grief; you was diffatisfied with your 
domeftick fituation; you was folitary for want of thatintimate con- 
nection in which you had been fo happy before, and your brea glowed 
with the moft pathetick fufceptibility, while you was yet a ftranger ta 
the infidious wiles of man. In fuch diftrefs the mind longs for fympa- 
thy and confolation; it feeks to repofe itfelf upon the tender friendihip 
of fome kind partner, that will fhare and alleviate it’s forrows. Sucha 
‘comforter appeared in the accomplifhed youth: your judgment was : 
pleafed with his qualifications; his demeanour acquired your efteem; 
your friendthip was engaged by his fincerity ; and your affection was 
infenfibly fubdued. In fhort,-every thing confpired to promote his 
fyit, and my wonder is not that he fucceeded, but that you held oat 
folong- Your fentiments with regard to thofe who have inveighed 
againit your performance, are altogether conformable to that gaod- 
fenfe and benevolent difpofition, which I have always admired and 
efteemed. As for writers who have exercifed their pens in abufing 
your ladyfhip, they are either objects of mirth or compaflion. They, 
poor harmlefs creatures, in their hearts, wifh youno evil. Their bu- 
finefs isto eat, honeitly if they can—but, at any rate, toeat. Lam 
fully perfuaded, that for a very fmall fum yéu might engage the whole 
tribe ta refute their own revilings, and bellow with all their might in 
your praife. It would really be uncharitable as well as abfurd, to ex- 
prefs the leaft refentment againft fuch feeble antagonifts, who are lite- 
rally the beings of a fummer-day: they are the noify infects, which the 
fon of merit never fails to produce; the fhadows that continually ac- 
company fuccefs ; and, indeed, a man might/as well fight with his own 
Shadow, as attempt tochattife fuch uafubttantial phantoms. But of all 
the emotions of your heart, that which I am at prefent tempted chiefly 
to applaud, is the forrow you exprefs for having been obliged, in 
your own juitification, to vilify and expofe the man to whom your fate 
is infeparably connected ; and the laudable refolution you have taken 
to live amicably with him for the future, provided he fhall perfilt in 
that conduét, which he hath of late chofen to maintain.- On the whole, 
though you may have inflamed the virulence of envy and malice, rouzed 
the refentment of fome whofe folly and ingratitude you had occafion to 
difplay, and igcurred the cenfure of thefe who think it their aol to 
exslaim 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


- ¥OLUME THE THIRD. 


SHA P. I. 


YEREGRINE ARRIVES AT THE GAR- 
- RISON, WHERE HE RECEIVES THE 
LAST ADMONITIONS OF GOMMO- 
DORE TRUNNION, WHO NEXT 
DAY RESIGNS/HIS BREATH, AND 
IS BURIED ACCORDING TO HIS 
OWN DIRECTIONS. SOME GEN- 
TLEMEN IN THE COUNTRY MAKE 
A FRUITLESS ATTEMPT TO AC- 
COMMODATE MATTERSEETWIXT 
MR. GAMALIEL PICKLE AND HIS 
ELDEST SON. 


aA BOUT four o’clock in 
4 } the morning our hero ar- 
HA rived at the garrifon, where 


rs } he found his generous un- 
; gy, cle in extremity, fupported 
in bed by Julia on one fide, 
and Lieutenant Hatchway on the other, 
while Mr. Jolter adminittered fpiritual 
confolation to his foul, and bet.veen 
whiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who, 
with her maid, fat by the fire, weeping 
with great decorum; the phyfician hav- 
ing juft taken his laft fee, and retired, 
after pronouncing the fatal prognottick, 
‘in which he anxioufly wiflied he might 
not be miftaken. 

‘Though the commodore’s fpeech was 
interrupted by a violent hiccup, he ftill 
retained the ufe of his fenfes ; and when 
Peregrine approached, ftretched out his 
hand with manifeft figns of fatisfaCtion, 


¢ 


The young gentleman, whofe heart over - 
flowed with gratitude and affection, could 
not behold fuch a fpeétacle unmoved. 
He endeavoured to conceal his tender- 
nefs, which, in the wildnefs of his youth, 
and in the pride of his difpofition, he 
confidered as a derogation from his — 
manhood ; but, in fpite of all his en- 
deavours; the tears gufhed from his eyes, 
while he kiffed the old man’s hand; and 
he was fo utterly difconcerted by his 
grief, that when he attempted to {peak, 
his tongue denied it’s office: fo that the 
commodoré, perceiving his diforder, made 
a laft effort of ftrength, and confoled him 
in thefe words. ¢ Swab the fpray from 
« your bowfprit, my good lad, and coil 
up your fpirits. You muft not let the 
top-lifts of your heart give way, be- 
caufe you fee me ready to go down at 
thefe years; many a better man has 
foundered before he has made half 
my way; thof I truft, by the mercy 
of God, I fhall be fure in port ina 
very few glafles, and faft moored ina 
moft blefled riding: for my good 
friend Jolter has overhauled the jour- 
nal of my fins; and by the ebferva- 
tion he hath taken of the fate of my 
foul, I hope I fhall happily conclude 
my voyage, and be brought up in the 
latitude of heaven. Here has been a 
do&tor that wanted to ftow me chock- 
* full of phyfick; but when a man’s 
© hour is come, what fignifies his tak- 
‘ing his departure with a “pothecary’s 
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« fhop in his hold ?\ Thofe fellows come 
*,along-fide of dying men, like the mef- 
« fengersef theadmitalty with failing- 
‘ edaite : but I toid him as how 7 
* could flip my cable without his direc- 
< tion or affittance, and fo he hawled off 
© in dudgeon. This curfed hiccup makes 
< fuch a rippling in the current of my 
© fpeech, that mayhap you don’t un- 
© derftand what Ifay. How, while the 
« fucker of my wind-pump will go, I 
< would willing! ly mention afew things, 
© which I hope you will fet down in the 
© log-book of your remembrance, when 
« Iam ftrit, d’ye.fee. Wiieres a 
“-aqunt fitting whimpering by the fire; I 
<defire you«wil] keep her tight, warm, 
¢ and eafy in her old age: fhe’s an ho- 
* neft heart in her own way; and thof 
¢ fhe goes a:little crank and humour- 
© fome, by being often over- ftowed with 
* Nantz and religion, fhe hath been a 
‘ faithful fhip-mate to me, and I dare 
ie fay never turned in with another man, 
‘© fice we firft embarked in the fame 
: bottom.— Jack Hatchway, you know 
€ the trim of her as well as e’er a man 
¢ in England, and I ‘believe fhe has a 
¢ kindnefs for you; whereby, if you 
<,two will grapple in the way of matri- 
« mony, when I am gone, -I do fuppofe 
‘ that my godfon,. for love of me, will 
(© allow you to live in the garrifon all 
¢ the days of your life.’ 

Peregrine, affured bim, he would'with 
-pleafure comply with any requeft he 
Aaguld make, in“ behalf of stwo perfons 
“whom he efteerned fo much. "The lieu- 
tenant, with, aw: aggith, fneer, which even. 
the gravity of the fituation could not pre- 
vent, thanked them both for their good - 
will, telling the coinmodore, he was 
obliged to him fer his friend{hip, in 
feecking to proinctehim to the command 
-ef a _veflel which -he bimfelf hid’ wore 
out in, the fervice+ pthat notwithitand- 
pug. he thould be content to take charge 
jof her, though he could not help being 
“fhy of coming after fuch an able navi- 
gator. 


Trunnion,. exhaufed as he was, finil-: 


ed at this fully; and, after fome paufe, 
_refumed his admenitions mn, this man- 
east. 6 I need not talk of Pipes, be- 
‘ ate I tee ee a pfor him, with- 
tiger fellow 
“in many a hard 
him as ftout a 


ne: 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


Ce .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . Y 


a 


na an aH KH wa 


a 


4 


’ 


a 


nn FA AHR HR HRA HH 


‘ fetlof my crew, and not difrate then 
« after I am dead, in favour of new 
‘ followers. As for that young wo- 
‘max, Ned Geuntlet’s daughter, ['m 
‘ informed as how fhe is an excellent 
‘ wench, and has a refpeét for you; 
© whereby, if you run her on board in 
‘an unlawful way, I leave my curfe 
: subae you, and trufi you will never 

‘“profper in the voyage Of life: but, I 
‘believe you are miore of an honeft 
‘ man, than to behave fo much like a 

‘ pirate. I beg of all love, you wool 
‘ take care of your conftitution, and 
‘ beware of running foul of harlots, 
‘_who areno better than fo many mer- 
maids, that fit upon rocks in the fea, 
and hing out a fair face for the de- 
ftruction of pafiengers ; thof I muft 
fav, for my own part, I never met 
with any of thofe-fweet fingers, and 
yet I have gone to fea for the fpace 
of thirty years. But howfomever, fteer 
your courfe clear of all fuch brimftone 
bitches." Shun going tolaw as you 
_ would fhun the devil, and look upon 
all attornies as devouring fharks, or 
ravenous fifth of prey. As foon as the 
breath is out of my body, let minute 
guns be fired, till -I am fafe under 
ground. I wouldwalle be buried in 
the red jacket I had on when I board- 
ed and took the Rezummy. Let my 
piftols, cutlafs, and pocket- compafs, 
be laid in the coffin along with me, 
Let me be carried to the grave by, my 
own inen, rigged in the black caps 
and white fhirts which my barge’s 
crew. were wont to wear;.and they 
muft keep a good look-out, that none 
‘of your pilfering rafcallions may come 
and heave me up again, for the lucre 
of what they can get, until the car- 
cafe is belayed by a tomb-Rone. Ais 
for the motto, or what you.call it, I 
Jeave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who 
are {cholars; but I, do detire, that it 
may not be engrayed in the Greek 
or Latin lingos, and much lefs in 
the French, which ] abominate, but 
in plain Englith, that when the angel 
comes to pipe all hands, at the great 
day, he may know that ae é 
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éomplacency, and clofing his eye, com- 


pofed himfelf to reft, while the whole. 


audience (Pipes himfelf not excepted) 
were melted with forrow; and Mrs, 
Trunnion confented to quit the room, 
that the might not be expofed to the 
unfpeakable anguith of feeing him ex-. 
ire. 
E His laf moments, however, were not 
fo near as. they imagined ; he began to 
dofe, and enjoyed fmal] intervals of eafe 
till next day in the afternoon; during 
which remiffions, he was heard to pour 
forth many pious ejaculations; exprefi- 
ing his hope, that, for all the heavy. 
cargo of his fins, he fhotld be able to 
furmount the puttock-fhrouds of de- 
{pair, and get aloft to the crofs-trees of 
God’s good favour. At laft, his voice 


funk fo low, as not to be diftinguifhed ;" 


and having laid about an hour, alioft 
without any perceptible figns of life, he 
gave up the ghoft, with a groan which 
announced his deceafe. - 

Julia was no fogner certified of this 
melancholy event, than fhe ran to her 
aunt’s chamber, weeping aloud; and 
immediately a very decent concert was 
performed by the good widow and her 
attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway 
retired till the corpfe fhould be laid out; 
and Pipes having furveyed the body, 
with a face of rueful attention, * Well 
© fare thy foul, old Hawfer Trunnion !” 
faid he: ‘man and boy I have known 
* thee thefe five and thirty years ; and 
* fure a truer heart never broke bifcuit. 
_© Many a hard gale hait thou weathered ; 
* but now thy fpells are all over, and 
* thy hull fairly laid tp. A better’com- 
mander I’d never deiire to ferye; and 
* who knows but I may heip to fet up 
* thy ftanding rigging in another world ?” 

All the fervants of the houfe were 
affeéted with the lofs of their old mafter; 
‘and the poor people in the neighbour- 
peeeenb led at the pitty an by re- 
peated *howlings, expreffed their forrow 
tor the death of their charitable bene- 
factor. Peregrine, though he felt every 
thing which love and gratitude could 
infpire on this occafion, was not fo 
much overwhelmed with afliftion, as 
to be incapable of taking the manuge- 
ment of the family into his own hands. 
‘He gave directions about the funeral 
with great difcretion, after having paid 
the compliments of condolance to his 


oo 


aunt, whom he confoled with the affu- 
ance ef his inviolable eftcem and affec- 
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tion. He ordered a fuit of mourning ta 
be made for every perfon in thé garrifon, 
and inviting all the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen to the burial, not even excepting 
lig father and brother Gain, who did. 


not however honourthe ceremony with, 


their prefence 5 nor was his mother hu- 
mane enough to vilit her fifter-in-law in 
her diitrefs. 
~ In the method of interment, the com- 
modore’s injunctions were obeyed to a: 
tittle; and at the fame time our hero | 
madc a donation of fifty pounds to the 
poor of the parifh, as a benefaction 
which his uncle had forgot to bequeath., 
Having performed thefe ob‘equiesé 
with the moft pious punuality, he 
examined the will, to which there was 
no addition finceit had been firft execiit- 
ed; adjufted the payment of all the le- 
gacies; and being fole executor, took 
an account of the eftate to which, he had 
fucceeded, and which, after all deduc- 
ticns, amounted to thirty thoufand 
pounds. The poffeffion of fuch a for- 
tune, of which he was abfolute matter, 
did not at all contribute to the humilia~ 
tion of his fpirit, but infpired him with, 
new ideas of grandeur and magnificence, 
and elevated his hope to the higheft pin~ 
nacle of expeétation. . Sal 
His domeitick affairs being fettled, 
he was vifited by‘almoit ull the gentle= 


men of the country, who came to pay 


their compliments of congratulation, on 
his acceffion to the eftate; and fome 
of them offered their good offices to- 
wards a reconciliation betwixt his fa- 
ther and him, induced by the general 
deteftation which was entertained for his 
brother Gam, who was by this time 
looked upon by his neighbours as a 
prodigy of infelence and mflice. Our 
young fquire thanked them for thar 
Kind propofal, which he accepted; and 
old Gamaliel, at their intreaties, feem- 
ed very well difpofed to an actommoda- 
tion: but, as he would uot venture to 
declare himfelf, befere he had confultéd ° 
his wife, his favourable dispofition was 


rendered altofether imeffectual, by the 


inftigations of that implacable womén ; 
and opr hero refigned all expectation of 


being reunited to his father’s houfe. 


His brether, as ufyal, took all oppor- 
tunities of ‘injuring his charaéter, by 
falfe afperfions and ftories mifreprefent- 
ed, incrder to prejudice his reputation: 
nor was his fitter Julia futfered to enjoy 
her gcod fortune in‘peace. Had he un- 

Lea dergone 
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dergone fuch perfecution from analien to 
his blood, the world would have heard 
of his revenge; but, notwithftanding 
is indignation, he was too much tinc- 
tured by the prejudices of confanguinity, 
to lift his arm in judgment againft the 
fon of his own parents; and this con- 
fideration abridged the tefm of his re- 
fidence at the garrifon, where he had 
propofed to flay ‘for fome moriths. 


Ci 4 F. 4 


THE YOUNG GENTLEMAN HAVING 


SETTLED HIS DOMESTICK AF- 
FAIRS, ARRIVES IN LONDON, 
AND SETS UP A GAY EQUIPAGE. 
HE MEETS WITH EMILIA, AND 
IS INTRODUCED TO HER UNCEE, 


IS aunt, at the earneft folicita- 
tions of Julia and her hufband, 

took upher quarters at the-houfe of that 
affeGtionate kinfwwoman, ‘who made it 
her chief ftudy to comfort and cherifh 
the difconfolate widow; and Jolter, in 
expectation of the living, which was 
not’yet vacant, remained in garrifon, in 
quality of Jand-{feward upon our hero’s 
country eftate. As for the lieutenant, 
our young gentleman communed with 
him ina férious manner, about the com- 
modore’s propofal of taking Mrs.Trun- 
nion to wife; and Juek, being quite 
tired of the folitary fituation of a batche- 
Jor, which nothing, but the company 
of his old commander could have en- 
abled him hin to fuppert fo long, far 
‘fzem difcovering averfion to thénratch, 
— olforved with an arch fimile, that it was, 
not the firlt time he had commanded a 
veilel in the abfence of Captain Trun- 
nical; and therefore, if the widow was 
wiling, he would chearfully ftand by 
her telm ; and, as he hoped the duty 
would not be of long continuance, do 
his endeavour to fteer her fafe into the 
port, where the commodore might come 
vs board, and take charge of her again. 
vii Confequence of this declaration, it 
was determined that Mr. Hatchway 
fhou‘d make his addrefies to Mrs. Trun- 
nion, as foon as decency would permit 
her to receive them; and Nir. Clover 
and his wife promiied to exert their in- 
flnence in his behalf. Meanwhile, Jack 
was dciied to live at the caitle as uiual, 
and fured, that it fhould be prt wholly 
m ius pofieflion, as fuon as he fhould 
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be able to accomplith this matrimoniaf 
icheme. 

When Peregrine had fettled all thefe 
points to his own fatisfa&tion, he took. 
Jeave of all his friends, and repairing to 
the great city, purchaféd a new chariot 
and horfes, put Pipés and another lac- 
quey into rich liveries, took elegant lodg- 
ings in Pall Mall, and made a moft re- 
markable appearance among the people’ 
of fafhion. It was owing to this equi- 
page, and the gaiety of his perfonal de- 
poitment, that common fame, which is 
always a common lyar, reprefented him 
as a ycung gentleman who had juft fuc- 
ceeded to an eftate of five thoufand 
pounds per annum, by the death of an 
uncle; that he was intitled to an equal 
fortune at the deceafe of his own father, 
exclufive of two confiderable jointures, 
which would devolve wpon him at the 
demifé of his mothet and aunt. This 
report (falfe and ridiculous as it was} 
he could not find in his heart to contra- 
dict; not but that he was forry to find 
himielf fo mifreprefentcd: buat his va- 
nity would not allow him to take any - 
ftep that might diminifh his importance 
in the opinion of thofe who courted his 
acquaintance, on the fuppofition that 
his circumftances were actually as af- 
fluent as they were faid tobe. Nayy 
fo much was he infatuated by this weak- 
nefs, that he refolved to encourage the 
deception, by living tp to the report < 
and accordingly engaged in the moft 
expenfive pasties of pleafure; believing 
that, before his prefent finances fhould 
be exhaufted, his fortune would be ef- 
icCtually made, by the péerfonal accom- 
plifhments he fhould have occafion to 
difplay to the beau monde, in the courfe 
of his extravagance. In a word, va- 
nity and pride were the ruling foibles 
of our adventurer, who imagined him- 
felf {ufficiently qualified to retrieve his 
fortune in various fhapes, long before 
he could have any idea of want or dif- 
ficulty. He thought he fhould have it 
in his power, at any time, to make prize 
of arich heirefs, or opulent widow: his 
ambition had already afpired to the heart 
of a young handfome duchefs dowager, 
to whole acquaintance he had found 
means to be inircducéd; or, fhould ma- 
trimony chance to be unfuitable to his 
inclinations, he never doubted, that by 
the intereft he might acquire among the 
nobility, he fhould be favoured with 
fume lucrative pot, that would amply 
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f-conipenfe him for the liberality of his 

difpofition. There are many young 

men who entertain the fame expections, 
with half the reafon he had to be fo pre- 

_ fumptuous. ’ 

_ In the midft of thefe chimerical cal- 
culations, his paffion for Emilia did not 
fubfide; but, on the contrary, began to 
rage to fuch an inflammation of defire, 
that her idea interfered with every other’ 
refleétion, and abfolutely difabled him: 
from profecuting the other lofty fcltemes 
which hjs imagination had projected. 
He therefore laid down the honett re- 
folation of vifiting her in all the fplen- 
dor of his fituation, in order to praétife 
upon'her virtue with all his art and ad- 
dreis, to the utmoft extent of his in- 
fluence and fortune. ‘Nay, fo effeftually 

Asad his guilty paffion abforbed his prin- 
‘aiples of honour, confcience, humanity, 

_ 2nd regard for the commodore’s latt 
words, that he was bafe enough to re- 
yeice at the abfence of his friend God- 
frey, who being then with his regiment 
in Ireland, could not dive into his pur- 
pofe, or takemeafures for frujtrating his 
vicious defign. - 

Fraught with thefe heroick fentiments, 
he determined to fet out for Suflex in 
his chariot and fix, attended by his valet 
de chambre and two footmen; and as 
he was now fenfible, that in his lait 
efiay “~he had miftaken his cue, he de- 
termined to change his battery, and fap 
the fortrefs by the moft fubmiflive, foft, 
and infinuating behaviour. 

On the evening that preceded this 
purpofed expedition, he went into one 
ef the boxes at the playhoufe, as ufual, 
to fhew himfelf to the ladies ; and in re- 
connoitring the company through a glafs, 
(tor no other reafon, but becaufe it was, 
fafhionable to be purblind) perceiyed 
his miftrefs very plainly dreffed, in one 
ef the feats above the ttage, talking to 
another young woman of a very homely 
appearance. ‘Though his heart beat the 
alarm with the utmoft impatience at 
fight of his Emilia, he was for fome 
minutes deterred from obeying the im- 
pulle of his love, by the prefence of {ome 
ladies of fafhion, who, he feared, would 
think the worfe of him, fhould they fee 
him make his compliment in publick to 
a perfon of her figure. Nor would the 
violence of his inclination have fo far 
prevailed over his pride, as to lead him 
thither, had not he recollected, that his 
quality friends weuld leok ‘upon her as 
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fome handfome Abigail, with whom he 
had an affair of gallantry, and of con- 
fequence give him credit for the in- 
trigue. 

Encotraged by this fuggeftion, he 
complied with the dittates of love, an& 
fiew to the place where his charmer fat. 
Fis air and drefs were fo remarkabie, 
that it was almoi¥impofible he thoulé 
have 'efcapéed the eyes of a curious ob-._ 
ferver, efpecially as he had chofen # 
time for coming igjfwhen- his entrance 
could not fal to-attract the notice of the 
fpeCtators; I mean, when the whole 
houfe was hufhed in attention to the per- 
formance on the ftage. Emilia, there~ 
fore, perceived him at his firft appreack; 
fle found herfelf difcovered by the direc- 
tion of his glafs, and gueffing his inten- 
tion by his abrupt retreat from the box, 
fummoned all! her fortitude to her aid, 
and prepared for his reception, He 
advanced to her with an aic ef eager- 
nefs and joy, tempered with modetty 
and refpect, and expreffed his fatisfac~ 
tion at feeing her, with a feeming re- 
verence of regard. ‘Thongh fhe was 
extremely well pleafed at this unexpeGed 
behaviour, fhe fuppreffed the emotions 
of her heart, and anfwered his compli- 
ments with affected eafe and unconcern, 
fuch as might denote the good-humour 
ef a perfon who meets by accident with 
an indifferent acquaintance. After hav- 
ing certified himfelf of her own good 
health, he very kindly enquired about 
her mother and Mifs Sophy; gave her 
to underttand, that he had lately been 
favoured with a letter from Godfrey; 
that he had aétually intended to fet our 
next morning on a vifst to Mrs. Gaunt- 
let, which (now that he was fo happy 
as to meet with her) he would poftponc, 
until he fhould have the pleafure of at- 
tending her to the country. After havy~ 
ing thanked him for his polite mtention, 
fhe told him, that her mother was ex-‘ 
pected in town in a few days, and that 
fhe herfelf had come to London fome 
weeks ago, to give her attendance upom 
her aunt, who had been dangeroufly all, 
but was now pretty well recovered. 

Although the cenverfation of courk 
turned upon general topicks, durmg the 
entertainment he took all opportunities‘of 
being particular with his cyes, through 
which he conveyed a thoufand tender 
protettations. She faw, and inwardly 
rejoiced at the huinility of his looks; 
but far from rewarding it with one ap- 
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proving glance, fhe induftrioufly avoid- 
ed this ocular intercourfe, and rather 
coquetted with a young gentleman 
that ogled her from the oppofite box., 
Peregrine’s penetgation eafily deteéted 
her’ {entiments, aid was nettled at 
her diffimulation, ich ferved to con- 
firm him in his unwarrantable defigns 
wpon her perfon. He perfifted in his 
ailiduities with indefatigable perferve- 
rance: when the play was concluded, 
handed her and her companion to an 
hackney-coach, and with difficulty was 
permitted to efcort them to the houfe of 
Emilia’s uncle, to whom our hero was 
introduced by the young lady, as an in- 
timate friend of-her brother Godfrey. 
The old gentleman, who was no 
firanger to the’ nature ef Peregrine’s 
connection with his fifter’s family,, pre- 
vailed upon him to ftay fupper, and 
feemed particularly well pleafed with his 
converfation and deportment, which, by 
help of his natural fagacity, he won- 
derfully. adapted to the humour of his 
entertainer, After fupper, when the 
jadies were withdrawn, and the citizen 
ealled for his pipe, our fly adventurer 
followed his example. ‘Though he ab- 
horred the plant, he fmoaked with an 
air of infinite fatisfa€tion, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if 
he had. been deeply concerned in_ the 
Virginia trade. In the progrefs of the 
difcourfe, he confulted the merchant’s 
difpofition; and the national debt com- 
ing upon the carpet, held forth upon the 
funds like a profeffed broker. When 
the alderman complained of the reftric- 
tions and difcouragement of trade, his 
guelt inveighed agaimft exorbitant du- 
ties, with the nature of which he feemed 
as well acquainted as any commiffioner 
of the cuftoms; fo that the uncle was 
aftonifhed at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and exprefled his furprize, that 
2 gay young gentleman like him, fhould 
have found either leifure or inclination 
to confider fubjeéts fo foreign to the 
fafhionable amufements of youth. 
Pickle Jaid hold on this opportunity 
to tell him, that he was defcended from 
a race of merchants; and that, early in 
life, he had made it his bufinefs to in- 
ftruét himfelf in the different branches 
ef trade, which he not only ftudied as 
his family profeffion, but alfo as the 
fource of all our national riches and 
power. He then lauellied out in praife 
ef commerce, and the promoters there- 
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of; and by way of contraft, employed. 
all his ridicule, in drawing fuch ludi- 
crous pictures of the manners and edu- 
cation of what is called high life, that 
the trader's fides were fhaken by laugh<, 
ter, even to the danger of his life; “and 
he looked upon our adventurer as a mi-, 
racle of fobricty and good-fenfe. 

Having thus ingratiated_himfelf with 
the uncle, Peregrine took his leave, and 
next day in the forenoon yifited the niece 
in his chariot, after fhe had been ad- 
moniflied by her kinfman to behave with 
circumf{pection, and cautioned againft 
neglecting or difcouraging the addrefies 
of fuch a valuable admirer. 


CHA P. @lIIl. 


/ sy 

HE PROSECUTES HIS DESIGN UPON: 
EMILIA WITH GREAT ART AND 
PERSEVERANCE, 


@ UR adventurer, having by his hy« 
F pocrify obtained free accefs to his 
miftrefs, began the fiege, by profeffling 
the moft fincere contrition for his former 
levity, and imploring her forgivenefs 
with fuch earnef fupplication, thats 
guarded as fhe was againit his flattering 
arts, fhe began to believe his protefta- 
tions, which were even accompanied 
with tears, and abated a good deal of 
that feverity and diftancesthe, had pro- 
pofed to maintain. during this interview. 
She would not, however, favour him 
with the leaft acknowledgment of amu- 
tual paffion, becaufe, in tre midft of 
his vows of eternal contiancy and truth, 
he did not mention one fyllable of wed- 
lock, though he was now entirely matter 
of his own conduétj and this confidera- 
tion created a doubt, which fortified her 
againft all his attacks: yet, what her 
difcretion would have concealed, was 
difcovered by her eyes, which, in fpite 
of all her endeavours, breathed forth 
complacency and love. For her incli- 
naticn was flattered by her own felf- 
fufficiency, which imputed her admirer’s 
filence, in that particular, to the pony 
and perturbation of his f{pirits, and per- 
fuaded her, that he could not pofiibly 
regard her with any other than honour- 
able intentions. 

The infidious lover exulted in the ten- 
dernefs of Ther locks, from which he 
prefaged a compleat victory; but, tha; 
he might net over-fhoot liméelf by_his 
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‘@wn precipitation, he would not run the 
"rifk of declaring himfelf, until her heart 
fhould be fo far entangled within his 
fnares, as that neither the fuggeftions 
of honour, prudence, or pride, fhould 
‘be able te difengage it. Armed with 
this refolution, he reftrained the impa- 
tience of his temper! within the limits 
of the mot delicate depertment. After 
having folicited and obtained permiffion 
to attend her to the next opera, he took 
| her by the hand, and preifing jt to his 
Tips in the moft sefpeCtral manner, went 
away, ¢aving her'in 4 mot whimfical 
‘Rare Uf furpenfe, chequered with an in- 
éerefting viciflitade cfhope and fear.- 
On the appointed’ day, he appeared 
again about five o’clock in the afternoon, 
and founa her native charins fo much 
improved by the advantages of drefs, 
thar he was tranfported witn admiration 
“and delight; and whiie he conducted 
her to the Hay Market, could {carce 
bridle the impetudtity of Kis paffion, fo 
-as'to obforve the Forbearing maxims he 
"had “adopted. © When fhe enieréd ‘the 
pit, he. had abundance of food for the 


‘ratification of his vanity, for, in a 
" “ : ‘e- 3 


moment, fhe eclipfed ai! the female part 
‘of the audience, cach individual allow - 
ing in ner own heart, that the ftranger 
“was-by far the handfomeft woman there 
prefent, except hérielf. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a 
‘double triumph; he was vain of this op- 
portunity to enhance his reputation for 
‘gallantry among the lddies of fafhion, 
“who knew him, and proud of an occa- 
fion to difplay his quality acquaintance 
‘to Emilia, that fhe might entertain the 
greater idea of the conquetft fhe had made, 
“and pay the more deference to his im- 
portance in the fequel of his addrefles. 
‘That he mizht profit as much as pof- 
fible by this fituation, he went up and 
accofted every perfon in the pit, with 
whom he ever had the leait communi- 
cation, whiipered and laughed with an 
affected air of familiarity, and even 
bowed at a dittance to fome of the nobi. 
lity, on the flender foundation of having 
ftood near them at court, or prefented 
them with a pinch of rappee at White’s 
Chocolate-houte: 

“This ridiculous oftentation, though 
now practifed witha vrew of promoting 
his defign, was a weaxnefs that in fome 
“degree infefied the whole of his be- 
haviour; for nething gave him fo much 
‘joy in converfation, as an opportunity 
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a. 
of givins the company to underftand, 
how well he was with perfons of diftin- 
guifhed rank and character: he would 
often (for example) obferve, as it were 
occafionally, that the Duke of G 
was one of the beft-natured men in the 
world, and illuftrate this aflertion by 
fome inftance of his affability, in which 


he himfelf was concerned; then, by an 


abrupt tranfition, he would repeat fome 
repartee of Lady T y ead men- 


‘tion a certain bon mot of the Earl of 


© » which was uttered in his hear- 
ing. 

! Abundanee of young: men, in this 
manner, make free with the ‘narhes, 
though they have neverhad accefs to the 
perfons of the nobility; but -this was 
not’ the’ cafe with Peregrine, who, in 
confideration of his appearance and fap- 
pofed fortune, together with the advan? 
tage of his introduction, was by fis 
time freely admitted to the tables of the 
‘great. : 

In his réturn with Emilia from the 
opera, thouph he ftill maintained the 
mott ferupulous decorum in his beha- 
viour, he plied her with the moft paf- 
fionate expreflions of love, {queezed her 
hand with great fervency, protefted that 
his whole foul was engroffed by her idea, 
and that he could not exift independent 
of her favour. Pleafed as flie was with 
his'warm and pathetick addrefles, toge- 
thér with the refpeétful manner of his 
making love, fhe yet had prudence and 
refolution fufficient to contain her ten- 
detnefs, which was ready to'run over; 
being fortified againft his arts, by re- 
fle&tiing, that if his aim-was honourable, 
it was now his bufinefs to declare it. 
On this confideration, fhe refufed tae 
make any ferious reply to his earnet 
expoltulations, But affected to receive 
them as the undetermined effufions of 


gallantry and good-breeding. 


This fititious gatety and good-hu- 
mour, though it baffled his hope of ex- 
torting from her an acknowledgment of 
which he might have taken immediate 
advantage, neverthelefs encouraged him 
to obferve, (as the chariot pafled along 
the Strand) that the night was far ad- 
vanced; that fupper would certainly be 
over before they could reach her uncle's 
houfe; and to propofe, that he fhould 
wait upon her to fome place, where 


‘they might be accommodated with a 


flight refrethment. She was offended 
at the freedom of this, propofa];. which, 
however, 
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& 
however, fie treated as a joke, thank- 
img him for his courteous offer, and af- 
farife him, that when fhe fhould be 
difpoded for a tavern treat, he alone 
#iould have the honour of beftowing it. 

Her kinfman being engaged with com- 
pany abroad, and her aunt retired to 
reft, he had the good fortune to enjoy a 
éte. a téte with her during a wholehour, 
which he employed with fuch confum- 
mrate fkill, that her caution was almoft 
evercome. He not only ‘affailed her 
with the artillery of fighs, vows, prayers, 
and tears, but even pawned his honour 
im behalf of his love. He {wore with 
many imprecations, that although her 
heart were furrendered to him at difcre- 
tion, there was a principle within him, 
which would never allow him to injure 
fach imnocence and beauty; and the 
tranfports of his paffion had, upon this 
@ccafion, fo far over-fhot his purpofe, 
that if fle had demanded an explana- 
tion, while he was thus agitated, he 
would have engaged himfelf to her with 
by fuch ties, as he could not poflibly 
break with any regard to his reputa- 
tion. But from fuck expofulation the 
was deterred, partly by pride, and partly 
by the dread of finding herfelf miftaken 
im fich an interetting conje€&ture. She 
therefore enjoyed the prefent flattering 
appearance of her fate, was prevailed 
upon te accept the jewels, which he pur- 
ehafed with part of his winning at Bath, 
and with the moft inchanting conde- 
feenfion fubmitted to a warm embrace; 
when he took his leave, after haying 
ebtamed permiflion to vifit her, as often 
as his inclination and convenience would 
permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, 
he was buoyed up with his fuccefs to an 
extravagance of hope; already congra- 
tulated himfelf upon his triumph over 
Emilia’s virtue; and began to project 
Juture conquefts among the molt digni- 
Sed characters of the temale fex. But 
his attention was not all diffipated. by 
thefe vain reflections; he refolved to 
eoncentrate the whole exertion of his 
foul upon the execution of his prefent 
plan; defifted, in fhe mean time, from 
all other {chemes of pleafure, intereft, 
and ambition; and took lodgings in the 
city, tor the more commoadious accom- 
plifhment of ‘kis purpofe. 

While our lover’s imagination was 
thus agreeably regaled, his mitlrefs did 


net enjoy her expectations, without the | 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


intervention of doubts and anxiety. Hie 
filence touching the final aim of his ad- 
drefles was a myftery on which fhe was 
afraid of exercifing her fagacity ; and 
her uncle tormented her with enquiries 
into the circumftances of Peregrine’s 
profeflions and deportment. Rather 
than give this relation the leaft caufe of 
fufpicion, which muft have cut off all 
intercourfe betwixt her and her admirer, 
fhe faid every thing which fhe thought 
would fatisfy his care and concern. for 
her welfare; and in confequence of fuch 
reprefentation, fhe enjoyed, without re- 
ferve, the company of our adventurer,, 
who profecuted his plan with furprizing 


eagerneis and perfeverance. 


CHA P, IV 
¢ 

HE PREVAILS UPON EMILEA TO AC- 
COMPANY HIM TO A MASQURE- 
RADE ; MAKES A TREACHEROUS 
ATTEMPT UPON HER AFFEC- 
TION, AND MEETS WITH a DE- 
SERVED REPULSE. 


CARCE a night elapfed in which 

he did not conduét her to fome pub- 
lick entertainment. When, by the dint 
of his infidious carriage, he thought 
hinfelf in full poffeffion of her conf- 
dence and affe€tion, he lay in wait for an 
opportunity; and hearing her obferve in 
converfation, that fhe had never been ata 
mafquerade, begged leave to atténd her 
to the next ball; at the fame time, ex- 
tending his invitation to the young lady, 
in whofe company he had found her at 
the play, fhe being prefent when this. 
tubject of difcourfe was introduced. He 
had flattered himfelf, that this gentle- 
woman would decline the piopofal, as 
fhe was a perfon feemingly of a demure 
difpofition, whe had been born and bred 
in the city, where fuch diverfions are 
locked upon as {cenes of lewdnefs and 
debauchery. For once, however, he 
reckoned without his hoft; curiofity is 
as prevalent in the city as at the court 
end of the town: Emilia no fooner fig- 
nified her affent to his propofal, than 
he? friend, with an air of fatistaétion, 
agreed to make one of the partie; and 
he was obliged to thank her for that 
complaifance which laid him under in- 
finite mortification. He fet his genius 
at work, to invent {ome fcheme for pre- 
venting her unfeafonable intrufion. Had 
ar 
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an opportunity offered, he would have 
ated as her phyfician, and adminifter- 
ed_a medicine that would have laid her 


under the neceflity of {taying at home:. 
but his acquaintance with her being too 


flight to furnith him with the means of 
executing this expedient, he deviled an- 


other, which was pra¢tifed with all ima-. 


ginable fuccefs. Underftanding that her 
grandmother had left her a {um of money 


» 


independent of her parents, he conveyed 


a letter to her mother, intimating, that 
her daughter, on pretence of going to 
the mafquerade, intended to be{tow her- 
felf in marriage to a certain perfon, and 
that in a few days fhe would be inform- 
ed of the circumitances of the whole in- 
trigue, provided fhe would keep this in- 
formation fecret, and contrive fome ex- 
cufe for detaining the young lady at 
home, without giving her caufe to be- 
lieve fhe was apprized of her intention. 
This billet, fubfcribed, ‘ Your well- 
* wifher, and unknown humble fervant,’ 
had the defired effcét upon the careful 
matron; who, on the ball-day, feigned 
herfelf fo extremely ill, that Mifs could 
not, with any decency, quit her mam- 
ma’s apartment ; and therefore fent her 
apology to Emilia in the afternoon, im- 
mediately after the arrival of Peregeine, 


who pretended to be very much afflicted. 


with the difappointment, while his heart 
throbbed with a tranfport of joy. 
About ten o'clock the lovers fet out 
for the Hay Market, he being dreffed in 
the habit of Pantaloon, and fhe in that 
of Columbine; and they had f{carce en- 
tered the houfe, when the mufick ftruck 
wp, the curtain was withdrawn, and 


the whole fcene difplayed at once, to the- 


admiration of Emilia, whofe expecta- 
tion was infinitely firrpafled by this ex- 
hibition. Our gallant having conduét- 
ed her through all the different apart- 
ments, and defcribed the o:conomy of 
the place, led her into the circle, and, 
in their turn, they danced feveral mi- 
nuets; then going to the fide-board, he 
prevailed upon her to eat fome fweet- 
meats and drink a glafs of Champagne. 
After a fecond review of the company, 
they engaged in country-dances, at 
which exercife they continued, until our 
adventurer concluded, that his partner's 
blood was fufficiently warmed for the 
profecution of his defign. On this fup- 
pofition, which was built upon her de- 
claring, that the was thirty and fatigued, 
he per(uaded her to take a little refrefh- 
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ment and repofe; and for that purpofe, 

handed her down ftairs into the eating- 

room, where, having feated her on the 

floor, he prefented her with a glafs of 

wine and water; and, as fhe complained 

of being faint, enriched the draught 

with fome drops of a certain elixir, 

which he recommended as a mott excel - 

lent reftorative, though it was no other 

than a itimulative tinéture, which he had 

treacheroufly provided for the occafion. | 
Having {wallowed this potion, by which 

her {pirits were manifeftly exhilarated, ° 
flie ate a flice of ham, with the wing of. 
a cold pullet, and concluded the meal 

with a glafs of Burgundy, which fhe 

drank at the earneft intreaty of her ad 

mirer, ‘Thefe extraordinary cordials’ 
co-operating with the ferment of her. 
blood, which was heated by violent mo- 

tion, could not fail to affect the coniti- 

tution of a delicate young creature, who 

was naturally fprightly and volatile. 

Her eyes began to {parkle with unufual 

fire and vivacity, a thoufand brilliant 
fallies of wit efcaped her, and every 
mafque that accoited her underwent 
fome f{marting repartee. 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the fuccefs of . 
his adminiftration, propofed that they 
fhould refume their places at the country - 
dances, with a view to promote and 
affit the efficacy of his elixir; and 
when he thought her difpofition was 
ptoperly adapted for the theme, be- 
gan to ply her with all the elocution of 
love. In order to elevate his own fpirits 
to that pitch of refolution which his 
fcheme required, he drank two whole 
bottles of Burgundy, which inflamed. 
his pifhon to fuch a degree, that he. 
found himlelf capable of undertaking 
and perpetrating any {cheme for the grz- 
tification of his defire. 

Emilta, warmed by fo many concur- 
ring incentives, in tavour of the mar 
fhe loved, abated confiderably of her 
wonted referve, liftened to his protefta- 
tions with undiffembled nel: and 
in the confidence of her fatisfa&tion, 
even owned him abfolute matter of her 
affections: Ravithed with this confeH 
fion, he now deemed himfelf on-the 
brink of reaping the delicious fruit’ of 
his art and athiduity; and the morning 
being already pretty far advanced, at- 
fented with rapture to the firft propofal 
fhe made of retiring to her lodgings. 
The blinds of the chariot being pulled 
up, he took advantage of the favourable 

’ eer fituation 
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fituation of her thoughts, and on pre- 
ténce of being whimfical, in confequence 
of the wine he had fwallowed, clafped 
her in his arms, and imprinted a thou- 
fand kiffes on her pouting lips, a free- 
dom which fhe pardoned as the privi- 
Yege of intoxication. While he thus 
indulged himfelf with impunity, the 
carriage halted, and Pipes opening the 
door, his mafter handed her into the paf- 
fage, before the perceived that it was 
not her uncle’s houfe, at which they had 
alighted. . 

.. Alarmed at this difcovery, fhe witlr 
fome confufion defired to knowhis reafon 
for conducting her to a ftrange place at 
thefe hours : but he made no reply, un- 
til he had led her into an apartment, 
when he gave her to underftand, tliat as 
her uncle’s family muft be difturbed by 
her going thither fo late in the night, 
and the ftreets near Temple-bar were 


infefted by a multitude of robbers and’ 


cut-throats, he had ordered his coach- 
man to halt at this houfe, which was 
kept by a relation of his, a mighty good 
fort of a gentlewoman, who yould be 
proud of an opportunity to accomo- 
date a perfon for whom he was known 
to entertain fuch tendernefs and efteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to 
be impofed upon by this plaufible pre- 
text: in fpite of her partiality for Pere- 
grine, which had never been inflamed 
to fucha pitch of complacency before, 
fhe comprehended his whole plan in a 
twinkling. ‘Fhough her blood boiled 
with indignation, the thanked him with 
an affected air of ferenity for his kind 
concern, and expreffed her gbligation to 
his coufin; but, at the fame time, in- 
fifted upon going home, left her ab- 
fence fhould terrify her uncle and aunt, 


who fhe knew would net retire to reit, 


till her return. 

‘He urged her, with a thoufand re- 
monitrances, to confult her own eaie 
and fafety, promifing to fend Pipes ito 
the city, for the fatisfaétion of her re- 
lations’: but finding her obftinately deaf 
to his intreaties, he affured her, that he 
would in a few minutes comply with 
her reque%; and, in the mean time, 
begged fhe would fortify herfelf againit 
the cold with a cordial, which he pour- 
ed out in ler prefence, and which (now 
that her fufpicion was arouzed) fhe re- 
fufed fo tafte, notwithftanding all his 
importunities. He then fell upon his 
knees before her, and the tears gufhing 
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from his eyes, {wom that his pafion 
was wound wp to fuch a pitch of impa- 
tience, that he could no longer live upon 
the unfubftantial food of expeétation ; 
and that, if fhe would not vouchfafe to 
crown his happinefs, he wculd forthwith 
facrifice himlelf to her difdain. Such 
an abrupt addrefs, accompanied with 
all the fymptoms of frantick agitation, 
could not fail to perplex and affright 
the gentle Emilia; who, after fome re- 
collection, replied with a refolute tone, 
that fhe could not fee what reafon he 
had to complain of her referve, which 
fhe was not at liberty to lay entirely 
afide, until he flrould have avowed his 
inténtions in form, and’ obtained the 
fanétion of thofe whom it was her duty 
toobey. * Divine creature! cried he, 
feizing her hand, and preffing it to his 
lips, © it is from you alone I hope for 
* that condefcenfion, which would over- 
‘-whelm me with tranfports of celeftiak 
« blifs. The fentiments of parents are 
fordid, filly, and confined; feek not 
then to fubje&t my paffion to fuch low 
reftri@ions as were calculated for the. 
purpofes of common life. My love 
1s too delicate and refined to wear 
thofe vulgar fetters, which ferve only 
to deftroy the merit of voluntary af- 
fection, and to upbraid a man incef- 
fantly with the articles of compulfion, 
under which he lies. My dear angel ! 
{pare me the mortification of being 
compelled to love you, and reign fole 
emprefs of my heart and fortune. I 
will not affront you fo much as to talk 
of fettlements ; my all is at your dif- 
pofal. In this pocket-book are notes 
to the amount of two thoufand pounds; 
do me the pleafure to accept of them ; 
to-morrow I will lay ten thoufand 
more in your lap. In a word, you 
fhall be muftrefs of my whole eftate, 
and I fhall think myfelf happy in living 
dependent on your bounty!’ 

Heavens! what were the emotions of 
the virtuous, the fenfible, the delicate, 
the tender Emilia’s heart, when fhe heard 
this infolent declaration from the moutlr 
of aman whom fhe had honoured with her 
affection and efteem! It was not fimply 
horror, grief, or indignation, that fhe 
felt, in confequencevof this unworthy 
treatment, but the united pangs of all 
together, which produced a fort of hy- 
fterick laugh, while the told him, that 
fhe could not help admising his gene- 


ragity. 
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Dectived by this convulfion, and the 
ironical compliment that attended it, the 
Jover thought he had already made great 
pregrefs in his operations, and that it 
was now his bufinefs to ftorm the fort 
by a vigorous aflault, that he might 
fpare her the confufion of yielding with- 
out refiftance. Poffeffed by this vain 
fuggeflion, he ftarted up, and folding 
her in his arms, began to obey the fu- 
rious dictate of his unruly and ungene- 
rous defire. With an air of cool deter- 
mination, flie demanded a parley; and 
when, upon her repeated requelt, he 
granted it, addreffed herfelf to him in 
thefe words, while her eyes gleamed 
with all the dignity of the molt awful 
refentment. ‘Sir, I fcorn to upbraid 
you with a repetition of your former 
vows and proteftations, nor will I 
recapitulate the little arts you have 
practifed to enfnare my heart; be- 
caufe, though by dint of the moft per- 
fidious difimulation, you have found 
means to deceive my opinion, your 
utmoft efforts have never been able to 
lull the vigilance of my condu@, or 
to engage my affection beyond the 
power of difcarding you without a 
tear, whenever my honour fhould de- 
mand fuch a facrifice. Sir, you are 
unworthy of my concern or regret, 
and the figh that now ftruggles from 
my breatt, is the refult of forrow, for 
my own want of difcernment. As 
for your prefent attempt upon my 
chaftity, I defpife your power as I 
deteft your intention. Though, under 
the mafk of the moft delicate refpect, 
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diate proteétion of my friends, and 
contrived otherimpious ftratagems to 
ruin my peace and reputation, I con- 
fide too much in my own innocence, 
and the authority of the law, to admit 
one thought of fear, much lefs to fink 
under the horror of tltis faocking fitua- 
tion, into which I have been feduced. 
Sir, your behaviour on this occafion, 
is, in all refpects, low and contemp- 
tible; for, rufian as you are, you 
durft not harbour one thought of exe- 
cuting your execrable {cheme, while 
you knew my brother was near enough 
to prevent or revenge the infult; fo 
that you muft not only be a treache- 
rous villain, but alfo a moft defpi- 
cable coward !’ Having expreffed her- 
felf in this manner, with a moft ma- 
jeftick feverity of afpeét, fhe opened the 
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you have decoyed me from the imme-. 
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door, and walking down ftairs with fur- 
prizing refolution, committed herfelf tg. 
the eare of a watchman, who accom- 
modated her with a hackney-chair, in 
which fhe was fafely conveyed to her 
uncle’s houfe. . > 
Meanwhile,the lover wasfoconfound= | 
ed and over-awed by thefe cutting re~ 
proaches, and her animated behaviour, 
that all his refolution forfook him, and 
he found himfelf not only incapable of 
obftruéting her retreat, but even of ut- 
tering one fyllabletodeprecate her wrath, 
or extenuate the guilt of his-own con= 
duét. The nature of his difappoint- 
ment, and the keen remorfe that feized 
him, when he refleéted upon the dif- 
honourable footing on which his cha- 
racter ftood with Emilia, raifed fuch 
perturbation in his mind, that his filence 
was fucceeded by a violent fit of diftrac- 
tion, during which he raved like a Bed- 
lamite, and aéted a thoufand extrava- 
gances, which convinced the people of 
the houfe (a certain bagnio) that he 
had aétually loft his wits. Pipes, with 
great.concern, adopted the fame opinion; 
and, being affifted by the waiters, hin- 
dered him, by main force, from run+ 
ning out and purfuing the fair ‘fugitive; 
whom, in his delirium, he alternately 
curfed and commended, with horrid 
imprecations and lavifh applaufe. His 
faithful valet, having waited two whole 
hours, in hope of feeing this guft of paf- 
fion overblown, and perceiving that the 
paroxy{m feemed rather to increafe, very 
prudently fent for a phyfician of his 
mafter’s acquaintance; who having con~ 
fidered the cireumftances and fymptoms 
of the diforder, directed that he fhould 
be plentifully blooded, without lofs of 
time, and pre{cribed a draught to com- 
pofe the tumult of his fpirits. Tunefe 
orders being punétually performed, he 
grew more calm and tractable; recovered 
his reflection fo far, as to be afhamed 
of the extafy he had undergone; fuffered 
himfelf quietly. to be undreffed, and put 
tobed ; where the fatigue occaffoned by 
his exercife at the mafquerade, co-ope- 
rated with the prefent diffipation of his 
fpirits to lull him into a profound fleep, 
which greatly tended to the prefervation 
of his intelle&ts: not that he found 
himéelf in a (tate of perfect tranquillity, _ 
when he awaked about noon. The 
remembrance of what had paffed over- 
whelmed him with mortification. Emi- 
jia’s invettives {till founded in his ears : 
f 2 and 


and while he deeply refented her difdain, 
he could not help admiring her fpirit, 
and in his heart did homage to her 
charms.’ 6 - 


CHAP. V. 


HE ENDEAVOURS TQ RECONCILE 

- WIMSELF TO HIS MISTRESS, AND 
BEXPOSTULATES WITH THE UN- 
CLE, WHO FORBIDS HIM THE 
HOUSE. - 


N this ftate of divifion, he went home 

to his own lodgings ina chair; and 
while he deliberated with himfelf whe- 
ther he flrould reliquifh the purfuit, and 
endeavour to banifh her idea: from his 
breaft, or go immediately and humble 
himfelf before his exafperated miftrefs, 
and offer his hand as an atonement for 
his crime, his fervant put in his hand 
a packet, which had been delivered by 
a ticket-porter at the door. He no fooner 
perceived that the fuperfcription was in 
Emilia’s hand-writing, than he gueffed 
the nature of the contents; and open- 
ing the feal with difordered eagernefs, 
found the jewels he had given to her, 
inclofed in a billet couched in thefe 
words. , ' 


¢ “-w* HAT I may have no caufe to 

‘reproach myfelf with having 
* retained the leaft memorial of a wretch 
* whom I equally defpife and abhor, I 
* take this opportunity of reftoring thefe 
© inefteétual inftruments cf his infamous 
* defign upon the honour of 


‘EmMILiA.’ 


His chagrin was fo much galled and 
inflamed at the bitternefs of this con- 
temptuous meflage, that he gnawed his 
fingers till the blood ran over his nails, 
and even wept with vexation. Some- 
times he vowed revenge againft her 
haughty virtue, and reviled himfelf for 
his precipitate declaration; before his 
{cheme was brought to maturity; then 


he would confides her behaviour with 


reverence and regard; and bow before 
the irrefiftible power of “her attractions. 
in fhort, his breaft was torn by con- 
Ai€ting paffions; love, fhame, and re- 
morfe, contended with vanity; ambition, 
and revenge; and the fuperiority was 
Laat doubtful, ~when headftrong defiye 


- ¢afe he fhould find 
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interpofed, and decided in favour of an 
‘attempt towards a reconciliation with 
the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he fet out 
in the afternoon for the houfe of her 


- ‘uncle, not without hopes of that tender 


enjoyment which never fails to attend 
an accommodation betwixt two lovers 
of tafte and fenfibility.’ Though the 
conf{cioufnefs of his trefpafs encumbered 
him with an air of aukward confufion, 
he was too confident of his own quali- 
fications and addrefs to defpair of for- 
givenefs; and by that time he arrived 
at the citizen’s gate, he had conned a 
very artful and pathetick harangue, 
which he propofed to utter in his own 
behalf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetuofity of his paffion, in- 
cenfed by the Burgundy, which he had 
too liberally drank: but he did not meet 
with an opportunity to avail himfelf of 
this preparation. Emilia, fufpecting that 
he would take fome ftep of this kind ta 
retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of vifiting, after having 
fignified to her kinfman, her refolution 
to avoid the company of Peregrine, on 
account of fome ambiguities which (fhe 
faid) were laft night remarkable in his 
demeanour at the mafquerade. She 
chofe to infinuate her fufpicions in thefe 
hints, rather than give an explicit detail 
of the young man’s difhonourable con- 
trivance, which might have kindled the 


-refentment of the family to fome dan- 


gerous pitch of animofity and revenge. 
Our adventurer, finding himfelf baf- 
fled°in his expectation of feeing her, 
enquired for the old gentleman, with 
whom he thought he had influence 
enough to make his apology good, in 
him prepoflefied by 
the young lady’s information. But here 
-too he was difappointed ; the uncle had 
gone to dine in the country, and his 
wife was indifpofed; fo that he had na 
pretext for ftaying in the houfe till the 
return of his charmer. Being, however, 
fruitful of expedients, he difmiffed his 
chariot, and took poffeffion of a room 
ifia tavern, the windows of which front- 
ed the merchant’s gate; and there he 
propofed ‘to watch until he fhould fee 
her approach. This {cherie he put in 
practice with indefatigable patience, 
though it was not attended with the 
expected fuccefs. ~ on 
Emilia, whofe caution was equaliy 
vigilant and commendable, forefeecing 
= — ~ thag 
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that fhe might be expofed to the fertility 
of his invention, came home by a pri- 
vate paffage, and entered by a poftern, 
which was altogether unknown to her 
admirer; and her uncle did not arrive 
until it was fo late that he could not 
with any decency demand a conference, 
' Next morning he did not fail to pre- 
fent himfelf at the door, and his miftrefs 
being denied by her own exprefs direc- 
tion, infifted upon feeing the mafter of 
the houfe; whoreceived him with fuch 
coldnefs of civility, as plainly gave him 
to underftand, that he was acquainted 
with the difpleafure of his neice. He 
therefore, with an air of candour, told 
the citizen, he could eafily perceive, by 
his behaviour, that he was the confident 
of Milfs Emily, of whom he was come 
to afk pardon for the offence he had 
given; and did not doubt, if he could 
be admitted to her prefence, that he 
fhould be able to convince her, that he 
had not erred intentionally, or at leaft 
propofe fuch reparation as would effec- 
tually atone for his fault. 

To this remonftrance the merchant, 
without any ceremony or circumlocu- 
tion, anfwered, that though he was ig- 
norant of the nature of his offence, he 
was very certain, that it muft have been 
fomething very flagrant that could irri- 
tate his neice tq fuch a degree, again{t 
a perfon for whom fhe had formerly a 
moft particular regard. He owned, the 
had declared her intention to renounce 
his acquaintance for ever, and, doubt- 
Jefs, the had good reafon for fo doing ; 
neither would he undertake to promote 
an accommodation, unle{s he would give 
him full power to treat on the fcore of 
matrimony, which he fuppofed would 
be the only means of evincing his own 
fincerity, and obtaining Emilia’s for- 
givenefs. 

Peregrine’s pride was kindled by this 
blunt declaration, which he could not 
help confidering as the refult of a fcheme 
concerted betwixt the young lady and 


her uncle, in order to take the advantage. 
He therefore replied, with. 
manifett figns of difguft, that he did not. 


of his heat. 


apprehend there was any occafion fora 
mediator to reconcile the ditterence be- 
twixt Emilia and him; and that all he 
defired was an opportunity of pleading 
in his own behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that as 
his neice had expreffed an earneft defire 
ef avoiding his company, he would not 
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put the leaft conftraint upon, her incli-- 
nation ; and in the mean time gave him 
to know, that he was. particularly ene 
gaged. 

Our hero glowing with indignation 
at this fupercilious treatment; ‘I was 
§ in the wrong,” faid he, ‘to look for 
‘ good-manners fo far on this Gide of 
* Temple-bar : but you muft give me 
£ leave to tell you, Sir, that unlefs J 
‘ am favoured-with an interview with 
¢ Mifs Gauntlet, I thall conclude, that 
* you have aétually laid a conftraint. 
‘ upon her inclination for fome finitter 
‘ purpofes of your own.’—* Sir,’ re- 
plied the old gentleman, ¢ you are wel- 
© come to make what conclufions thall 
‘ feem good unto your own imagination; 
‘ but, pray be fo good as to allow me 
‘ the privilege of being mafter in my 
‘ own houfe.’ So faying, he very com- 
plaifantly fhewed him to the door ;. and 
our lover being diffident of his.own tem- 
per, as well as afraid of being ufed with 
greater indignity, in a place where his 
perfonal prowefs would only ferve to 
heighten his difgrace, quitted the houfe 
in a tranfport of rage which he could 
not wholly fupprefs, telling the land- 
lord, that if his age did not proteét him, 
he would have chaftifed him for his ine 
folent behaviour. re’ 
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HE PROJECTS A VIOLENT SCHEME, 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH HE 
IS INVOLVED IN A MOST FaA- 
TIGUING ADVENTURE, WHICH 
GREATLY TENDS TOWARDS THE 
AUGMENTATION OF HIS CHa- 
GRIN. P 


“ENHUS debarred of perfonal com- 
munication with his miftrefs, he 
eflayed to retrieve her good graces by 
the moft fubmiffive and pathetick letters, 
which he conveyed by divers artifices 
to her perufal; but reapingno manner 
of benefit from thefe endeavours, -his 
paffion acquired a degree of impatience, 
listle inferior to downright frenzy; and 
he determined to run every rifk of life, 
fortune, and reputation, rather than de- 
fift from his unjuftifiable purfuit. In- 

deed, his refentment was now as deeply - 
concerned as his love, and cach of thefe 
paffions equally turbulent and Joud in 
demanding gratification. He kept cen- 
tinels 
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tinels continually in pay, to give him 
notice of her outgoings, in expectation 
ef finding fome opportunity to carry her 
ef; but. her circumfpection entirely 
fraitrated this defign ; for the fufpeéted 
exery thing of that fort from a difpofi- 
tion like his, and regulated her motions 
accordingly. ; 
~ Bafied by her prudence and penetra- 
tion, he altered his plan. On pretence 


ef beige called to hts country-houfe by 
fome affair of importance, he departed 


from London, and taking lodgings at 


a farmer's houfe, that flood near the 
road through which fhe muft have ne- 
ceffarity pafled,: in her return to her 
yother, concealed himfelf from aH in- 
tercourfe, except with his valet de cham-’ 
bre and Pipes, who had orders to fcour 


the country, and reconnojtre every horfe, 


coach, or carriage, that fhould appear 


on that highway, with a view of inter- 
cepting his Amanda in her paffage. 

He had waited in this ambufeade a 
whole week, when his valet gave him 
notice, that he and his fellow-fcout had 
difcovered a chaife and fix, driving at 
full fpeed towards them ; upon which, 
they had flapped their hats over their 
eyes, fo as that they might not be known, 

_ jocafe they fhould be feen, and concealed 
themfelves behind a hedge, from whence 
they could perceive in the carriage, as it 
pafled,'a young man plainly dreffed, 
with a Jady m a mafk, of the exaéct fize, 
fhape, and air of Emilia; and that Pipes 
follawed them at a dxtance, while he 
sode. back to communicate this piece of 
intelligence.” . 

Peregrine would fearce allow him time 
to conclude his information; he ran 
down to-the ftable, where his horfe was 
kept ready faddled for the purpofe, and 
never doubting that the lady in queftion 
was His miftre(s, attended by one of her 
uncle’s clerks, mounted immediately, 
and rode full gallop after the chaife, 
which, when he had proceeded about 
two miles, he underftood from Pipes 
had put up at a neighbouring inn. 
Though his inclination prompted him to 
enter her apartm. nt without farther de- 
lay, he fuftered himfelf to be diffuaded 

‘from taking fuch a precipitate ftep, by 
hieprivy-counfelior, who obferved, that 
it would be impraéticable to execute his 
purpofe of conveying her againfther will 
froma publick inn, that ftood in the mid{t 
of a populous village, which would in- 
fallibly rife inher defence. Hie advifed 
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him, therefore, to lie in wait for the 
chaife, in fome remote and private part 
of theroad, wherethey might aceomplith 
their aim without difficulty or danger. 
In confequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre 
theinn, that fhe might not efcape an- 
other way, while he and the valet, in or- 
der to avoid being feen, took a circuit 
by an unfrequented path, and placed 
themfelves in ambufh, on a fpot which 
they chofe for the feene of their atchieve- 
ment. Here they tarried a full hour, 
without feeing the carriage, or hearing 
from their centinel: fo that the youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment 
longer, left the foreigner in his ftation, 
and rode back to his faithful lacquey, 
who affured him, that the travellers had 
not yet hove up their anchor, or pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 


Notwithftanding this intimation, 


' Pickle began to entertain fuch alarming 


fufpicions, that he could not refrain from 
advancing to the gate, and enquire for 
the company which had lately arrived 
in a chaife and fix, The inn-keeper, 
who was not at all pleafed with the be- 
haviour of thofe paffengers, did not 
think proper to obferye the inftructions 
he bad reccived; on the contrary, he 
plainly told him, that the chaife did not 
halt, but only entered at one door, and 
went out at the other, with a view to 
deceive thofe who purfued it, as he 
guefled from the words of the gentle- 
man, who had earneftly defired, that 
his rout might be concealed from any 
perfon who fhould enquire about their 
motions. ‘As for my own peart, 
© meafter, continued this charitable pub- 
lican, ‘TI believes as how they are no better 
‘ than they fhould be, elfe they wouldn't 
¢ be in fuch a deadly fear of being over- 
‘taken. ‘* Methinks,” faid I, when I 
‘ faw them in fuch a woundy pother to 
‘ be gone, *‘oddfheartikins! this nuff be 
‘¢ fome London "prentice running away 
<¢ with his meaftcr’s daughter, as fure 
“as Tam a living foul.’” But, be he 
« who he will, fartain itis, a has nothing 
‘ of the gentleman about en; for, thot 
¢ aaxed {uch a favour, a never once put 
‘ hand in pocket, or fatd, *‘ Dog, will 
<¢ you drink ?” Howfomever, that don’t 
‘ argufy in reverence of his being in a 
‘ hurry ; and a man may be fometimes 
‘4 little too judgmatical in his con- 
« jeCtures.” In all probability, this lo- 
qvacious landlord would have ferved the 

travelicy 
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traveller effectually, had Peregrine heard , 


him to an end; but this impetuous youth, 
far from liftening to the fequel of his 
_ obfervations, interrupted him in the be- 
ginning of his career, by atking eager- 
ly, which road they followed; and hav- 
ing received the inn-keeper’s direction, 
elapped fpurs to his horfe, command- 
ing Pipes to make the valet acquaint- 


ed with his courfe, that they might attend 


him with all imaginary difpatch. | 

~ By the publican’s account of their 
conduét, his former opinion was ful- 
ly confirmed; he plied the fteed to the 
height of his mettle, and fo much was 
his imagination ingroffed by the profpect 
of having Emilia in his power, that he 


did not perceive the road on whicli he 
travelled was quite different from that, 


which led to the habitation of Mrs. 
Gauntlet. The valet de chambre was 
an utter ftranger to tlrat part of the coun- 
try; and as for Mr. Pipes, fuch con- 
fiderations were altogether foreign to the 
ceconomy of his refleétion. 

Ten Jong miles had our hero rode, 
when his eyes were bieffed with the fight 
of the chaife afcending an hill, at the 
diftance of a good feague; upon which 
he doubled his diligence in fuch a man- 
ner, that he gained upon the carriage 
every minute, and at length approached 
fo near to it, that he could difcern the 


lady and her conduttor, with their heads 


thruft out at the windows, looking back, 
and fpeaking to the driver alternately, 
as if they earneftly befought him to aug- 
ment the {peed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as is were, in fight of 
port, while he croffed the road, his horte 
happened to plunge into a cart-rut with 
fuch violence, that he was thrown fe- 
veral yards over his head; and the 
beaft’s fhoulder being flipped by the fall, 
he found himfelf difabled from pluck- 
ing the fruit, which was almott within 
his reach; for he had left his fervants 
at a confiderable diftance behind him; 
and although they had been at his back, 
and fupplied him with another horfe, 
they were fo indifferently mounted, that 
he could not reafonably expect to over- 
take the flyers, who profited fo much 
by this difater, that the chaife vanifhed 
Im a monrent. 

It may be eafily conceived, how a 
young man of his difpofition pafled his 
time in this tantalizing fituation. He 
ejaculated with great fervency, but his 
prayers were not the effects of refigna- 
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tion. He raa back on foot with tncre- 
dible fpeed, in order to meet his valet, 
whom he unhorfed in a twinkling ; and, 
taking his feat, began to exercife his. 
whip and fpurs, atter having ordered, 
the Swifs to follow him on the other 
gelding, and committed the lame hunter 
to_the care of Pipes. 

; Matters being adjulted in this man- 
ner, our adventurer profecuted the race 
with all his might; and having made. 
fome progrefs, was informed by a coun- 
tryman, that the chaife had ftrock of 
into another road, and, according to his 
judgment, was by that time about three 
miles a-head; though,;in all probabi- 
lity, the horfes would, not be able to 
hold out-much Jonger, becaufe they 
feemed to be.quite {pent whenthey paf- 
ed his door. Encouraged by this inti-. 
mation, Peregrine pufhed on with great’ 
alacrity ; though he could notregain fight 
of the defired object, till the clouds ef: 
night began to deepen, and even then he, 
enjoyed nothing more than a tranfient; 
glimpfe; for the carriage was no. fovner 
{een, than flrrouded again from his view. 
Thefe vexatious circuriftances animated 
his endeavours, while they irritated his 
chagrin : in fhort, he continued his pur- 
fuit till the night was far advanced, and 
himfelf fo uncertain about, the object of 
his care, that he entered a foiitary inn, 
with a view of obtaining fome intelli, 
génce, when, to his. infinite joy, he per- 
ceived the chaife ftanding by ittelf, and. 
the horfes panting in the yard. In full 
confidence of his having arrived at fait 
at the goal of all his withes, he alighted 
initantaneoufly, and running up te the 
coachman, with a piito] in his haad, 
commanded him, in an imperious tone, 
to conduct him to the lady’s chamber, 
on pain of death. The driver, affright- 
ed at this menacing addrets, proteited. 
with great humility, that he did not 
know whither his fare had retired; for 
that he himfelf was paid and difmifled 
from this fervice, becaufe he would nut 
undertake to drive them all night acrofs ’ 
the country, without {topping to refrefh 
his horfes: but he promifed to go in 
quelt of the waiter, who would thew him 
to their apartment. He was accordingly 
detached on thaterrand, while cur hera 
ftood centinel at the gate, till the arrival 
of his valet de chambre, who joining 
him by accident, before the coachman 
returned, relicved him in his watchs 
and then the young gentleman, exafpe- 

Fated 
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rated at his meffenger’s delay, ruflied’ 


with fury in hiseyes from room to room, 
denouncing vengeance upon the whole 
family; but he did not meet with one’ 
living foul, until he entered the garret, 
where he found the landlord and his wife 


im bed. This chicken-hearted couple, 


by the light of a rufh-candle that burned 
on the hearth, feeing a ftranger burft into 
the chamber, in fuch a terrible attitude, 
were feized with confternation ; and ex- 
alting their voices, in a moft lamentable 
ftrain, begged for the paffion of Chrift, 
that he would fpare their lives, and take 
all they had. 
Peregrine guefiing from this exclama- 
tion, and the circumftance of their being 
a-bed, that they miftook him for a rob- 
ber, and were ignorant of that which he 
wanted to know, difpelled their terror, 
by making them acquainted with the 
caufe of* his. vifit,' and defired the huf- 
band to get up with all poffible difpatch, 
af order to affift and attend him in his 
“earch, <- ' 
‘Thus reinforced, he rummaged ever 
corner of the inn, and at Jaft finding the 
oftier in the ftable,-was by him inform- 
ed, (to his unfpeakable mortification) 
that the gentleman and lady who arrived 
in the chaife, had immediately hired poft- 
horfes for a certain village at the diflance 
of: fifteen miles, and departed without 
halting for the leaft refrefhment. © Our 


adventurer, mad with his difappoint- 


ment, mounted his horfe in an inftant, 


and, with his attendant, took the fame 


road, with full determination to die, 
rather than defift from the profecution of 
his defign. He had, by this time, rode 
upwards of thirty. miles fince three 
o'clock in the afternoon; fo that the 
horfes were almoft quite jaded, ‘and tra- 


velled this ftage fo flowly, that jt was | 


morning before they reached tie place of 
their deftination, where, far from finding 
the fugitives, he underftood, that no 
fuch perfons as he deicribed had pafied 
that way, and that in all likelihood they 
had taken a quite contrary direction, 
while, in order to miflead him in his 
purfuit, they had amufed the oftler with 
a falfe route. This conjeCture was 
ftrengthened by his perceiving, (now, 


for the firft time) that he had deviated — 


aconfiderable way froin theroad,through 
which they muft have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the-place of her mother’s 
refidence; and theie fuggeftions utterly 
deprived him of the fmall remains of re- 
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colle&tion, which he had hitherto retains 
ed. His eyes rolled about, witneffing 
rage and diftraétion; he foamed at the 
mouth, ftamped upon the ground with 
great violence, uttered incoherent im- 


- precations againft himfelf and all man- 


kind, and would have fallied forth agaizi 
he knew not whither, upon the fame 
horfe, which he had already almoft kill. 
ed with fatigue, had not his confident 
found means to quiet the tumult of his’ 
thoughts, and recal his reflection, by 
reprefenting the condition of the poor 
animals, and advifing him to hire trefh 
horfes, and ride poft acrofs the country, 
to the village in the neighbourhood of . 
Mrs. Gauntlet’s habitation, where they 
fhould infallibly intercept the daughter, 
provided they could get the ftart of her 
upon the read. 

Peregrine net only relifhed, but forth- 
with aéted in conformity with this good | 
counfel. His own horfes were commit- 
ted to the charge of the landlord, with 
direétions for Pipes, in cafe he fhould 
come in queft of his mafter; anda cou-_ 
ple of ftout geldings beirig prepared, he | 
and his valet took the road again, fteer-_ 
ing their courfe according to the motions 
of the poft-boy, who undertook to be 
their guide. ‘They had almoft finifhed 
the firft flage, when they defcried a polt- 
chaife juft halting at the inn where ve 
propofed to change horfes ; upon whic 
our adventurer, glowing with a moft in- 
terefting prefage, put his beaft to the 
full fpeed, and approached near enough 
to diftinguifh, as the travellers quitted 
the carriage, that he had at laft come up 
with the very individual perfons whom 
he had purfued fo Jong. 

Fluthed with this difcevery, he gal- 
loped into the yard fo fuddenly, that the 
lady and her conduétor fearce had time 
to fhut themfelves up in a chamber, to 
which they retreated with great precipi- 
tation ; fo that the purfuer was now cer- 
tain of having houfad hisprey. “That 
he might, however, leave nothing to 
fortune, he placed himfelf upon the ftair, 
by which they had afcended to the apart- 
ment, and fent up his compliments to , 
the young lady, defiring the favour of 
being admitted to her prefence, other- 
wile he fhould be obliged to wave all 
ceremony, and take that liberty which 
fhe would not give. The fervant having 
conveyed his meflage through the key- 
hole, returned with an anfwer, import- 
ing, that fhe would adhere to the refolu- 

tion. 
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tion fhe had taken, and perifi rather than 
comply with his will. Our adventurer, 
without ftaying to make any rejoinder to 
this reply, van up ftairs, and thundering 
at the door for entrance, was given to 
tnderftand by the nymph’s attendant, 
that he would do well to fpare him the 


neceffity of fhedding blood, in defence - 


of a perfon who had put herfelf under 
his proteétion. § All the laws of the 
* Jand,’ faid he, ‘ cannot now untie the 
knots by which we are hound-toge- 
ther; and therefore I will guard her 
as my own property ; fo that you had 
better defift from your fruitlefs at- 
tempt, and thereby confult your own 
fafety: for, by the God that made 
me! I will difcharge my piece upon 
you, as.foon as you fet your nofe with- 
in the door ;. and your blood be upon 
your own head.” Thefe menaces from 
a citizen’s clerk would have been fuf- 
ficient motives for Pickle to ftorm the 
breach, although they had not been rein- 
forced by that declaration; which in- 
formed him of Emilia’s having beftow- 
ed herfelf in marriage upon fuch a con- 
temptible rival. This fole confideration 
added wings to his impetuolity, and he 
applied his foot to the door with fuch 
irefiftible force, as burfted it open in an 
inftant, entering at the fame time with a 
piftol ready cocked in his hand. His 
antagoniit, inftead of firing his biun- 
derbufs, when he faw him approach, 
ftarted back with evident figns of fur- 
prize and confternation, exclaiming, 
* Lord Jefus! Sir, you are not the man! 
© and, without doubt, are under fome 
* miftake with regard to us.” 

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer 
this falutation, the lady hearing it, ad- 
vanced to him, and pulling off a mafk, 
difcovered a face which he had never feen 
betore. The Gorgon’s head, accord- 
ing to the fables of antiquity, never had 
a more inftlantaneous or petrifying effect, 
than that which this countenance pro- 
duced in the aftonifhed youth. His eyes 
were fixed upon this unknown objcét, 
as if they had been attracted by the 
power of inchantment; his feet feemed 
rivetted to the ground ; and after having 
ftood motionlets for the {pace of a few 
minutes, he dropped down in an apo- 
plexy of difappoimtment and. defpair. 
The Swifs, who had followed him, fee- 
ing his mater in this condition, lifted 
him up, and laying him upon a bed in 
the next roem, let him blood imimedi- 
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ately, without hefitation, being always 
provided with a cafe'of lancets, againtt 
all accidents on the road. To this fore~ 
fight our hero, in all probability, was 
indebted for his life. By virtue of a 
very copious evacuation, he recovered 
the ufe of his fenfes 5 but the compli- 
cation of fatigues, and violent tranfports 
which he had undergone, brewed up a 
dangerous fever in his blood; and a 
pliyfician being called from the next 
market-town, feveral days elapfed be- 
fore he would anfwer for his lite. 


CHAP. VII. : 
PEREGRINE SENDS A MESSAGE TQ 
MRS. GAUNTLET, WHO REJECTS 
HIS PROPOSAL. HE REPAIRS T@ 
THE GARRISON, 


T length, however, his conftitu« 
tion overcame his difeafe, though 

not before it had in a great meafure 
tamed the fury of his difpofition, and , 
brought him to a ferious confideration 
of his conduct. In this humiliation of 
his fpirits, he reflected with fhame and 
remorfe upon his treachery to the fair, 
the innocent Emilia; he remembered his 
former fentiments in her favour, as 
well as the injunctions of his dying un- 
cle; he recollected his intimacy with her 
brother, again which he had fo bafely 
finned; and revolving all the circum- 
(tances of her condutt, found it fo com- 
. mendable, fpirited, and noble, that he 
deemed her an obje& of fufficient digni- 


. ty to¢nerit his honourable addretles, even 


though his. duty had not been concerned 
in the decifion: but, obligated as he 
was, to-make reparation to a worthy 
family, which he had fo grofsly injured, 
he thought he could not manifett his re- 
formation toy foon; gnd, whenever he 
found himfelf able to hold a pen, wrote 
a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein ‘he 
acknowledged, with many expreflions 
of forrow and contrition, that he had 
aéted a part altogether unbecoming a 
man of honour, and fhould never enjoy 
the leaft tranquillity of mind, until he 
thould have merited “her forgivenefs. 
He protetted, that although his' happinefs 
entirely depended upon the determina- 
tion of Emilia, he would even renounce 
ali hope of being bleffed with her favour, 
if the could point out any other method 
of making reparation to that amtable 
G g young 


234 


young lady, but by laying his heart and 
fortune at her feet, and fubmitting him- 
felf to her pleafure during the remaining 
part of his life. He conjured her, there- 
fore, in the moft pathetick manner, to 
pardon him, in confideration of his fin- 
cere repentance, and to ufe her maternal 
influence with her daughter, fo as that he 
might be permitted to wait upon her 
with a wedding ring, as foon as his 
health would allow him to undertake the 
journey. 

This explanation being difpatched by 
Pipes, who had by this time found his 
mafter, the young gentleman enquir- 
ed cbout the couple whom he had fo 
unfortunately purfued, and underttood 
frorn his:valet de chambre, who learned 
the ftory from their own mouths, that 
the lady was the only daughter of arich 
Jew, and her attendant no other than 
his apprentice, who had converted her 
to Chriftianity, and married her at the 
fame time; that this fecret having taken 
air, the old Ifraelite had contrived a 
{cheme to feparate them for ever; and 
they being apprized of his intention, had 
found means to elope from his houfe, 
with a view of fheltering themfelves in 
France, until the affair could be made 
up; that feeing three men ride after them 
with fuch eagernefs and {peed, they never 
doubted that the purfuers were her father, 
and fome friends or domefticks, and on 
that fuppofition had fled with the utmoft 
difpatch and'trepidation, until they had 
found themfelves happily undeceived, at 
that very inftant when they expeted no- 
thing but mifchief and misfortune: laft- 
ly, the Swifs gave him to underttand, 
that after having profeifed fome concern 
for his deplorable fituztion, and enjoyed 
a flight refrefhment, they had taken 
their departure for Dover, and in all 
likelihood were fafely arrived at Paris. 

In four and twenty hours after Pipes 
was charged with his commiffion, he 


brought back an an{wer from the motlier: 


* of Emilia, couched in theie words. . 
© SER, : 


‘ if Received the favour of yours, and 

«am glad, for your own fake, that 
* you have attained a due fenfe and con- 
* vigtion of your unkind and unchrif- 
¢ tian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank 
‘ God, none of my children were ever 
* fo infulted:- before. Give me leave to 
‘ tell you, Sir, my daughter was no 
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upftart, without friends or education, 
but a young lady as well bred, and 
better born, than moft private gentle- 
women in the kingdom : and therefore, 
though you had no efteem for her per- 
fon, you ought to have paid fome re- 
gard to her family, which (no dif- 
paragement to you, Sir) is more ho- 
nourable than your own. As for your 
propofal, Mifs Gauntlet will not hear 
of it, being that fhe thinks her ho- 
nour will not allow her to liften to any 
terms of reconciliation; and fhe is 
not yet fo deftitute, as to embrace an 
offer to which fhe has the leaft objec 
tion. In the mean time, fhe is fo 
much indifpofed, that fhe cannot pof- 
fibly fee company; fo I beg you will 
not take the trouble of making a fruit- 
lefs journey to this place. Perhaps 
your future conduct may deferve her 
forgivenefs ; and really, as I am con- 
cerned for your happinefs, which you 
affure me depends upon her conde- 
fcenfion, I wifh with all my heart it 
may; and am, notwithftanding all 
that has happened, your fincere well 
wifher, 


© CECILIA GAUNTLET.” 


From this epiftle, and the information 
of his meffenger, our hero learned, that 
his miftrefs had aétually profited by his 
wild-goofe chace, fo as to make a fate 
retreat to her mother’s houfe. Though 
forry to hear of her indifpofition, he was 
alfo piqued at her implacability, as well 
as at fome ftately paragraphs of the let- 
rer, in which (he thought) the good 
lady had confulted her own vanity ra- 
ther than her good-fenfe. ‘Thefe mo- 
tives of refentment helped him to bear 
his difappointment like a philofopher, 
efpecially as he had now quieted his 
conicience, in proffering to redrefs the 
injury he had done; and, moreover, 
found himfelf, with regard to his love, 
in a calm ftate of hope and refignation. 

A feafonable fit of illnefs is an ex- 
cellent medicine for the turbulence of 
paffion. Such a reformation had the 
fever produced in the ceconomy of lus 
thoughts, that’ he moralized like an 
apoftle, and projected feveral prudential 
{chemes for his future conduct. 

Inthe mean time, as foon as his health 
was fufficiently re-eftablifhed, he took a 
trip to the garrifon, in ordef to vifit his 
friends; and learned from Hatchway’s 

own 


PEREGRINE PICKLE.: 


@wn mouth, that he had broke the ice 
cf courtfhip to his aunt, and that his 
addreffes were now fairly afloat; though 
when he fir& declared himfelf to the 
widow, after fhe had been duly pre- 
pared for the occafion by her niece and 
the reft of her friends, fhe had received 
his propofal with a becoming referve, 
and pioufly wept at the remembrance of 
her hufband, obferving, that fhe thould 
never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the heutenant’s 
fuit with all his influence; and all Mrs. 
Trunnion’s objeétions to the match be- 
ing furmounted, it was determined that 
the day of marriage fhould be put off 
for three months, that her reputation 
might not fuffer by a precipitate en- 
gagement. His next care was to give 
orders for ere&ting a plain marble mo- 
nument to the memory of his uncle, on 
which the following infcription, .com- 
pofed by the bridegroom, actually ap- 
peared in golden letters. 


Here lies, 
Foundered in a fathom and half, 
The fhell 
Of 
Hawser TruNnNnion, Efq. 
Formerly commander of a {quadron 
In his majefty’s fervice, 
Who broach’d to, at five P.M. O&. X. 
In the year of his age : 
Threefcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
Ane his tackle ready manned, 
And never thewed his pnop to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow 3 
But, his fhot being expended, 
His match burnt out, 

And his upper-works decayed, 

He was funk 
By Death’s fuperior weight of metal. 
Neverthelefs, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Vay, 
His rigging refitted, 

And his timbers repaired; 
And, with one broad-fide, 
Make his adverfary 
Strike in his turn. 


CHAP. VII. 


HE RETURNS TO LONDON, AND 
MEETS WITH CADWALLADER, 
WHO ENTERTAINS HIM WITH 
MANY CURIOUS PARTICULARS, 
CRABTREE SOUNDS THE DU- 
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CHESS, AND UNDECEIVES PIC- 
KLE; WHO, BY AN EXTRAORDI-. 
NARY ACCIDENT, BECOMES AC- 
QUAINTED WITH ANOTHER LA} 
DY OF QUALITY. 

fe 


+ young gentleman having per. 
formed thefe laft offices, in honour 
of his deceafed benefagtor, and prefent- 
ed Mr. Jolter to the long-expeéted liv- 
ing, which at this time happened to be 
vacant, returned to London, and> re- 
fumed his former gaiety : not that hewas 
able to fhake Emilia from his thought, 
or even to remember her without violent 
emotions; for, as he recovered his vi- 
gour, his former impatience recuired ; 
and therefore he refolved to plunge him- 
felf headlong into fome intrigue, that 
might engage his paflions, and amufe 
his imagination. 3 

A man of his accomplifhments could 
not fail ‘to meet with a variety of fub- 
jets, on which his gallantry would have 
been properly exercifed; and this abun- 
dance diftraéted his choice, which at 
any time was apt to be influenced by 
caprice and whim. I have already ob- 
ferved, that he had lifted his view, 
through a matrimonial perfpeétive, as 
high as a lady of the firtt quality and 
dittin€tion ; and now that he was re- 
fufed by Mifs Gauntlet, and enjoyed a 
little refpite from the agonies of that 
flame which her charms had kindled in 
his heart, he renewed his affiduities to 
her grace. ‘Though he durft not yet 
rifk an explanation, he enjoyed the plea- 
fure of feeing himfelt fo well received in 
quality of a particular acquaintance, that 
he flattered himfelf with the belief of 
his having made fome progrefs in her 
heart ; and was confirmed in this con- 
ceited notion, by the aflurances of her 
woman, whom by liberal largeffes he 
retained in his intereft, becaufe fhe found 
means to perfuade him, that fhe was in 
the confidence of her lady. But, not- 
withftanding this encouragement, and 
the fanguine fuggeftions of his own 
vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of ex- 
pofing himfelf to her ridicule and re- 
fentment by a premature declaration, 
and determined to poftpone his addreffes, 
until he fhould be more certified of fhe 
probability of fucceeding in his at- 
tempt. 

While he remaincd in this hefitation 
and fufpente, he was one morning very 
agreeably furprized with the appearance 
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of his friend Crabtree; who, by the 
permiffion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before 
he was awake, and, by a violent fhake 
of the fhoulder, difengaged him from 
the arms of fleep. The fartt compli- 
ments having mutually paffed, Cad- 
wallader gave -him to underftand, that 
he had arrived in town over night in the 
ftage-coach from Bath, and entertained 
him with fuch a ludicrous account of 
his fellow-travellers, that Peregrine, for 
the firft time fince their parting, indulg- 
ed himfelf in mirth, even to the hazard of 
faffocation. 
_ Crabtree having rehearfed -thefe ad- 
ventures, in fuch a peculiarity of man- 
ner, as added infinite ridicule to every 
circumftance, and repeated every fcan- 
dalous report which had circulated at 
the Bath after Peregrine’s departure, 
was informed by the youth, that he har- 
boured a defign upon the perfon of fuch 


a duchefs, and in all appearance had no. 


reafon to complain of his reception; but, 
that he would not venture to declare 
himfelf, until he fhould be more afcer- 
tained of her fentiments : and therefore, 
he begged leave to depend upon the in- 
telligence of his friend Cadwallader, 
who, he knew, was admitted to <her 
parties. - 

The mifanthrope, before he would 
promife his affiftance, afked it his pro- 
fpeét verged towards matrimony; and 
our adventurer (who guefled the mean- 
ing of his queftion) replying in the 
negative, he undertook the office of re- 
connoitring her inclination; protetting 
at the fame time, that he would never 
concern himfelf in any {cheme that did 
not tend to the difgrace and deception 
of all the fex. On thele conditions, he 
efpoufed the intereft of our hero; and a 
plan was immediately concerted, in con- 
fequence of which they met by accident 
at her grace’stable. Pickle having ttay- 
ed ali the fore-part of the evening, and 
fat out all the company, except the mi- 
fanthrope and a certain widow lady, 
who was faid to be-in the fecrets of my 
lady duchefs, went away on pretence 
of an indifpenfible engagement, that 
Crabtree might have a proper opportu- 
nity of making him the fubject of con- 
ver{ation. 

Accordingly, he had fcarce quitted 
the apartment, when this cynic attend- 
ing him to the door, with a look of 
morcie difdain. © Were I an abfolute 
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‘ prince,” faid he, ¢ and that fellow one 
of my fubjeét, I would order him ta 
be cloathed in fack-cloth, and he 
fhould drive my affes to water, that 
his lofty fpirit might be lowered to 
the level of jis deferts. The pride of a 
peacock isdownuight felf-denial, when 
compared with the vanity of that cox 
comb, which was naturally arrogant, 
but is now rendered altogether intole- 
rable, by the reputation he acquired at 
Bath, for kicking abully, outwitting a 
club of raw fharpers, and divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which he 
was more Jucky than wifes But no- 
thing has contributed fo much te the 
increafe of his infolence and felf-con- 
ceit, as the favour he found among the 
ladies. Aye, the ladies, Madam! I 
care not who knows it: the ladies, 
who (to their honour be it fpoken) 
never fail to patronize foppery and 
folly, provided they folicit their en- 
couragement. And yet this dog was 
not on the footing of thofe hermaphro- 
ditical animals, who may be reckon- 
ed among the number of waiting- 
women, who. air your thifts, comb 
your lap-dogs, examine your nofes 
with magnifying glaffes in order to 
fqueeze out the worms, clean your 
tecth-brufhes, fweeten your handker- 
chiefs, and foft-n waite paper for your. 
occafions. This fellow, Pickle, was 
entertained for more important pur- 
pofes; his turn of duty never came 
till all.thofe lapwings were gone ta 
roof; then he fcaled windows, leap- 
ed over garden walls, and was let in 
by Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, 
the magiftrates of Bath complimented 
him with the freedom of the corpo- 
ration, merely becaufe, through. his 
means, the waters had gained extra- 
ordinary credit ; for every female of 
a tolerable appearance, that went thi- 
ther on account of her fterility, got 
the better of her complaint, during 
his refidence at the Bath: and now, 
the fellow thinks no woman can witi- 
ftand his addreffes. He had not been 
here thrce minutes, when I could per- 
ceive with half an eye that he had 
marked out your grace for a con- 
-queft; I mean, in an honourable way; 
though the rafcal has impudence e- 
noueh to attempt any thing.” So fay-. 
ing, he fixed his eyes upon the duchets, 
who (while her face glowed with indig- 
nation) turning to her confidante, ex- 

prefled 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


preffed herfelf in thefe words: * « Upon 
¥ my life! I believe there is a€tually 
fome truth in what this old ruffian 
fays; I have myfelf obferved that 
young fellow eying me with a very 
particular ftare.'"—‘ It is not to be at 
all wondered at,’ faid her friend, ¢ that 
a youth of his complexion fhould be 
fenfible to the charms of your grace! 
but I dare fay, he would not prefume 
‘to entertain any but the niof honour- 
€ able and rejpectful fentiments.’ 
© Refpectful fentiments !’ cried my. lady, 
with a look of ineffable difdain; ‘if I 
# thought the fellow had affurance e- 
* nough to think of me in any fhape, 
§ I proteft I would forbid him'my houfe. 
“ Upon my honour, fuch inftances of 
f audacity fhould mduce perions of qua- 
‘ lity to keep your fmall gentry at a 
¢ greater diftance; for they are very apt 
* to grow impudent upon the !eaft coun- 
$ tenance or encouragement.’ 

Cadwallader, fatisfied with this de- 
glaration, changed the fubjeét of dif- 
courfe, and next day communicated his 
difcovery to his friend Pickle; who, 
upen this occafion, felt the molt fting - 
ing fenfations of mortified pride, and 
refolved to quit his profpe& with a good 
grace. Nor did the execution of this 
jelf-denying fcheme coft him one mo- 
ment’s uneafinefs; for his heart had 
never been interefted in the purfuit, and 
his vanity trizmphed in the thoughts 
of manifefting his indifference. Ac- 
cordingly, the very next time he vifited 

er grace, his behaviour was remark- 
ably frank, fprightly, and difengaged; 
and the fubjeét of love being artfully 
introduced by the widow, who had been 
directed to found his inclinations, he 
rallied the paffion with great eafe and 
feverity, and made no fcruple of de- 
claring himfelf heart-whale. 

. Though the duchefs had refented his 
fuppofed affeétion, fhe was now offended 
at his infenfibility, and even fignified 
her difruft, by obferving, that perhaps 
his attention to his‘own qualifications 
fcreened him from the impreffion of all 
other objeéts. : 

While he enjoyed this farcafm,’ the 
meaning of which he could plainly dif- 
cern, the company was joined by a cer- 
tain virtuofo, who had gained free ac- 
cefs to all the great families of the land, 
by his notable talent of goflipping and 
buffoonery. He was now in the feventy- 
fifth year of his age; his birth was fo 
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obfcure, that he fearcé knew his father’s 
name; his education fuitable to the dig- 
nity of his defcent; his character pubs, 
lickly branded with homicide, profli- 
gacy, and breach of truft: yet this man, 
by the happy inheritance OF iipreonatile 
effrontery, and a lucky proftitution of 
all principle/in rendering himfelf fub- 
fervient to the appetites of the great, had 
attained to an independency of fortune, 


‘as well as to fuch a particular fhare of 


favour among the quality, that although 

he was well known to.have pimped for 

three generations of the nobility, there 

was not a lady of fafhion in_ the king- 

dom who {ciupled to admit him to her 

toilette, or evento be fquired by him 

in any publick place of entertainment. - 
Not but that this fage was occafionally 

ufeful to his fellow-creatures, by thefe 

connexions with people of fortune ; for, 

he often undertook to folicit charity in. 
behalf of diftreffed objeéts, with a view 

of embezzling one haif of the benefac- 

tions. It was an errand of this kind 

that now brought him to the houfe of ° 
her grace. 


After. having fat a few minutes, he | 


told the company, that he would favour 
them with a very proper opportunity to 
extend their benevolence, for the relief. 
of a poor gentlewoman, who was re- 
duced to the moft abjeét mifery, by the 
death of her hufband, and juit delivered, 
of a couple of fine boys. They, more- 
over, underftood from his information, 
that this object was daughter of a good 
family, who had renounced her, in con- 
fequence of her marrying an enfign with- 
out a fortune; and even obftru&ted his 
promotion with all their influence and 
power; a circumftance of barbarity, 
which had made fuch an impreffion upon 
his mind, as difordered his brain, and . 
drove him to defpair, in a ft of which he 
had made away with himéelf, leaving his” 
wife then big with child, to all the hor- 
rors of indigerce and grief. 

Various were the criticifms on this 
pathetick pi€ture, which the old man’ 
drew with great expreffion. 
duchefs concluded, that the mutt bea 
creature void of all teeling and reflec- 
tion, who could furvive fuch aggravated 
mifery; therefore, did not deferve to be 
relieved, except in the character of a 


common beggar; and was gencrous | 


enough to offer arecommendation, by 
which fhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which her grace was a fub- 
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feriber; at the fame time, advifing the 
folicitor to fend the twins to the Found- 
king Hofpital, where they would be care- 
fuily nurfed and brought up, foas to be- 
come ufeful members to the common - 
wealth. Another lady, with all due 
deference to the opinion of the duchefs, 
was free enough to blame the generofity 
ef her grace, which would only ferve 
to encourage children in their difobedi- 
ence to their parents, and might be the 
means not only of prolonging the diftrefs 
ef the wretched creature, but alfo of 
ruining the conftitution of fome young. 
heir, perhaps the hope of a great family ! 
for the did fuppofe that Madam, when 
ker month fhould be up, and her brats 
difpofed ef, would fpread her attrac- 
tions to the publick, (provided fhe could 
profit by her perfon) and, in the ufual 
way, make 2 regular progrefs from St. 
james’s to Drury Lane. She appre- 
hended, for thefe reafons, that their com- 
paffion would be moft effe€tually hewn, 
m leaving her to perifh in her prefent 
neceflity: and that the old gentleman 
would be unpardonable, fhould he per- 
fit in his endeavours to relieve her. A 
third member of this tender hearted fo- 
ciety, after having afked if the young 
woman was handfome, and been an- 
fwered in the negative, allowed that 
there was a great deal of reafon in what 
had been faid by the honourable perfon 
who fpoke laft; neverthelefs, fhe humbly 
conceived her fentence would admit of 
fome mitigation. ‘ Let the bantlings,” 
faid fhe, ¢ be fent to the hofpital, ac- 
cording to the advice of her grace, 
and a fmall colle€tion be made for 
the prefent, fupport of the mother; 
and when heg health is recovered, I 
will take her into my family, in qua- 
lity of an upper fervant, or medium 
between me and my woman; for, 
upon my life! T can’t endure to chide, 
or give directions to a creature, who 
is, in paint of birth and education, 
« but ene degree above the vulgar.” 
This vropofal met with univerfal ap- 
probation. “Phe duchefs (to her im- 
mortal honour) began the contribution 
with a erown; fo that the reft of the 
sompany were obliged to reftriét their 
liberality to half the fum, that her grace 
might not be affronted: and the pro- 
fer demanding the poor woman’s 
name anid place of abode, the old me- 
diator could not help giving her lady fhip 
averbal dirction, though he was ex- 
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teemely mortified (on more accounts 
than one) to find fuch an iffue to his fo- 
licitation. 

Peregrine, who, though Lumonous ay 
eulnter, bad a tear for pity, and ar 
hand open as day for melting charity, 
was fhocked at the nature and refult 
ef this ungenerous confultation. He 
contributed his half-crown, however; 
and retiring from the company, betook 
himfelf to the lodgings of the forlorn: 
lady in the ftraw, according to the di- 
re€tion he had heard. Upon enquiry, 
he underftood, that fhe was then vilited 
by fome charitable gentlewoman, who 
bad fent for a nurfe, and waited the re- 
turn of the meflenger; and he fent up 
his refpeéts, defiring he might be per- 
initted to fee her, on pretence of having 
been intimate with her late hufband. 

Though the poor woman had never 
heard ot his name, fhe did not think pro- 
per to deny his requeft; and he was con- 
duéted to a paltry chamber in the third 
ftory, where he found this unhappy 
widow fitting upon a truckle-bed, and 
fuckling one of her infants, with the 
moft piteous expreffion of anguifh in her 
features, which were naturally regular 
and fweet, while the other was fondled 
on the knee of a perfon, whofe attention 
was fo much ingrofled by her little 
charge, that for the prefent fhe could 
mind nothing elfe: and it was not till 
after the firft compliments paffed betwixt 
the hapleis mother and our adventurer, 
that he perceived the firanger’s counte- 
nance, which imfpired him with the 
higheft efteem and admiration. He be~ 
held all the graces of elegance and beau - 
ty, breathing fentiment and beneficence, 
and foftened into the moft inchanting 
tendernefs of weeping fympathy. When 
he declared the caufe of his vifit, which 
was no other than the defire of befriend- 
ing the diftreffed lady, to whom he pre- 
fented a bank-note for twenty prounds, 
he was favoured with {uch a lock of 
complacency by this amiably phantom, 
who might have been juftly taken fer 
an angel miniftering to the necefli 
mortals, that his whole foul 
ported. with love and veneration. 
was this prepoffeffion diminifhed by the — 
information cf the widow; who, after 
having manifefted her gratitude in a 
fluod of tears, told him, that the un- 
Known objeét of his efieem was a perfon 
of honour, who having heard by acci- 
dent of her deplorable fituation, had 
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immediately obeyed the djftates of her 
humanity, and come in perfan to re- 
lieve her diftrefs; that fle had not only 
gencroufly fupplied her with money for 
prefent fuftenance, but alfo undertaken 
to provide a nurfe for her babes, and 
even promifed to favour her with pro- 
te€tion, fhould the furvive her prefent 
melancholy fituation. ‘To thefe articles 
of intelligence fhe added, that the name 
of her benefaétrefs was the celebrated 
Lady , to whofe charaéter the youth 
was no ftranger, though he had never 
feen her perfon before, ‘The killing 
edge of her charms was a little blunted 
by the accidents of time and fortune; 
but no man of talte and imagination, 
whofe nerves were not quite chilled with 
the frott of age, could even at that time 
look upon her with impunity. And as 
Peregrine faw her attractions heightened 
by the tender office in which fhe was en- 
gaged, he was fmitten with her beauty, 
and fo ravifhed with her compaffion, 
that hecould not fuppre{s his emotions, 
but applauded her benevolence with all 
the warmth of enthufiafm. 

. Her ladythip received his compliments 
with great politenefs and affability. And 
the occafion on which they met being 
equally interefting to both, an acquain- 
tance commenced between them, and 
they concerted meafures for the benefit 
of the widow and her two children, one 
of whom our liero befpoke for his own 
godfon; for Pickle was not fo obfcure 
in the beau monde, but that his fame 
had reached the ears of this lady, who, 
therefore, did not difcourage his ad- 
vances towards her friend fhipand efteem. 

All the particulars relating to their 
charge being adjufted, ke attended her 
ladythip to her own houfe; and, by her 
converfation, had the pleafure of -find- 
ing her underftanding fuitable to her 
other accomplifhments. Nor had fhe 
any reafon to think, that cur hero's 
quahfications had been exaggerated by 
common report, : 

One of their adopted children died 
before it was baptized; fo that their 
care concentered in the other, for whom 
they ftood {fponfors. Underttanding that 
the old agent was beeome troublefome 
in his vilits to the mother, to whom he 
now began to adminifter {uch counfel as 
fhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they 
removed her into another lodging, where 
fie would not be expofed to his machi- 

-nations, In lefs than a month, our 
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hero learned from a nobJeman of his 
acquaintance, that the hoary pandarc 
had aétually engaged to, procure for him 
this poor afflifted gentleweman; and 
being truftrated in hisintention, fubfti- 
tuted in her reom a nymph from the 
purlieus of Covent Garden, that made 


-his lordfhip fmart feverely for the fa- 


vours the beftowed. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his 
new acquaintance with all his art and 
atfiduity, prefuming, from ‘the circum- 
ftances of her reputation and fate, as | 
well as on the ftrength of his own merit, 
that, in time, he fhould be able to in- 
dulge that paffion which had begua te 
glow within his breaft. 

As her ladyfhip had undergone.a vak 
variety of fortune and adventure, which 
he had heard indiftinétly related, with 
numberlefs errors and mifreprefenta- 
tions, he was no fooner entitled, by the 
familiarity of communication, to afk 
fuch a favour, than he earneftly entreat. 
ed her to entertajn him with the parti- 
culars of her ftory; and, by dint of 
importunity, fhe was at length prevailed 
upon (in a feleé& parize) to gratify his 
curiofity in thefe words. 


@iiAeP. 1. 
THE MEMOIRS OF A LADY QF 
QUALITY. 


: Y the circumftances of the Rory 
“ which I am going to relate, 
you will be convinced of my candour, 
while you are informed cf my indif> 
cretion: you will be enabled, I hope, 
to perceive, that howloever my head 
may have erred, my heart hath ai- 
ways been uncorrupted, and that I 
have been unhappy, becauje J lowed, 
and was @ woman. 
‘ I believe I need not obferve, that I 
was the only child of a man of good 
fortune, who indulged me in my in- 
fancy, with all the tendernefs of pa- 
ternal afiection; and when I was fi« 
years old, fent me to a private {chool, 
where I ttayed till my age was dcx- 
bled, and, became fuch a favourite, 
that I was (even in thofe early days} 
‘carried to all the places of publick di- 
verfion, the court.itfelf net cxeepreds 
an indulgence that flattered my leve 
of pleafure, to which I was naturally 
addigted, and enceureged those iteas 
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© of vanity and ambition which {pring 
¢ up fo early in the human mind. 

«I was lively and good-natured, 
my imzgination apt to run, riot, my 
heart liberal and difinteretted; though 
I was fo obftinately attached. to my 
own opinions that I could not well 
brook contradictian ; and in the whole 
of my difpofition, refembled that of 
Henry the Fifth, as deéfcribed by 
Shakefpeare. 
“Tn my thirteenth year I went to 
Bath, where I was firft introduced 
into the world as a woman,’ having 
been intitled to that privilege by my 
perfon, which was remarkably tall for 
my years; and there my fancy was quite 
captivated by the variety of diverfions 
in which I was continually engaged ; 
not that the parties were altogether 
new to me, but becaufe-I now found 
myfelf cor ‘idered as a perfon of con- 
fequence, and furrounded by a crowd’ 
/of admirers, who courted my ac- 
quaintance, and fed my vanity with 
praife and adulation. In fhort, whe- 
ther or not I deferved their encomiums, 
I Jeave the world to judge; but my 
perfon was commended, and my ta- 
lent in dancing met with univerfal ap- 
plaufe. No wonder, then, that every 
thing appeared joyous to a young crea- 
ture, who was fo void of experience 
and diffimulation, that fhe believed 
every body’s heart as fincere as,her 
own, and every object fuch as it ap- 
peared to be. 

‘ Among the fwains who fighed, or 
pretended to figh tor me, were two 
that bore a pietiy equal fhare of my 
favour; (it was too fuperficial to de- 
ferve the name of love.) One of thefe 
was a forward youth of fixteen, ex- 
tremely handfome, lively, and impu- 
dent: he attended in quality of page 
upon the Princefs Amelia, who ipent 
that feafon at the Bath. The other 
was a Scotch nobleman turned of 
thirty, who was graced With a ied 
ribband, and danced particularly well; 
two qualifications of great weight with 
a git] of my age, whofe heart was not 
deeply interefted in the caufe. Never- 
thelets, the page prevailed over this 
formidable rival; though our amour 
went no farther than a little -flirting, 
and ceafed entirely when £ ieft the 
place. 

« Next year, however, F revifited this 
agreeable fcene, and p:tied my time 
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in the fame circle of amufements; i# 
which, indeed, each feafon at Bath 14 
exaétly refembled by that which fuc- 
ceeds, allowing for the difference of 
company, which is continually vary- 
ing. There I met with the fame in- 
cenfe, and again had my favourite, 


-who was a North Briton, and captain 


of foot, near forty years of age, ‘and 
a little lame; an impediment which I 
did not difcover, until it was point- 
ed out by fome of my companions; 
who rallied me upon my choice. He 
was always chearful, and very amo- 
rous; had a good countenance, and 
an excellent underftanding; poffefled 
a great deal ef art, and would have 
perfuaded me to marry him, had I 
not been reftrained by tke authority 
of my father, whofe confent was to be 
ebtained in favour of a man of his 
fortune. 

‘ At the fame time, marfy propofals 
of marriages were made to my parents; 
but as they came from people whom 
I did not like, I reje€ted them all 
being determined to refufe every man 
who did not make his addrefles to 
myfelf in perfon, becaufe I had ne 
7a of marrying for any thing but 
Ove. 

‘ Among thefe formal propofers wasa 
Scottith earl, whofe pretenfions were 
broke off by fome difference about 
fettlements ; and the fon of an Englifls 


. baron, with whom my father was i 


treaty, when he carried mé to town, 
on a vilit to a young lady, with whonr 
I had been intimate from my infancy. 


‘She was juft delivered of her firft-fon, 


for whom we ftood fponfors: fo that 
this occafion detained us a whole 
month; during which, I went to a ~ 
ball at court on the queen’s birth- 
day, and there, for the firft time, felt 
what love and beauty were. 
‘ The fecond fon of Duke H——, 
who had juft returned from his tra- 
vels, was dancing with the princef$- 
royal, when a young lady came and 
detired me to go and feea ftranger, 
whom all the world admired: upon 
which } followed her into the circle, 
and obierved this objeé&t of admira- 
tion. He was drefled in a coat of 
white cloth, faced with blue fttm 
embroidered with filver, of the fame 
piece with his waiftcoat; his fine hair 
hung down his back in ringlets below 
his waiit, his hat was laced with fil- 
Overy. 
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ver, and garnifhed with a white fea- 
ther ;» but his perfon beggared all de- 
feription. He was tall and graceful, 
neither corpulentnor meagre; his limbs 
finely proportioned, his countenance 
Gpen and majeftick, his eyes full of 
fweetnefs and vivacity, ’ his ‘teeth ure- 


gular,) and his pouting lips of the - 


complexion of the damafk.rofe..+In 
fhort, he was formed for, love, and 
infpired it wherever he. appeared ;."nor 
was heaniggard of his talents, but l1- 
berally returned it ; atleatt, ma 
for fuch; for he had aflow of gallantry, 
for which many ladies of | this. land can 
vouchifrem their own experiénce: but 
he exclaiméd again{t marriage, becaufe 
he had as yet met with no woman to 
whofe charms he would furrender, his 
liberty, though a»princefs of France, 
and a lady of the fame rank in’ ' 
were faid to be at that time enamour- 


ed of his perfon. 


© T went home, sabi, inguetied by 


his idea, flattering myéelf,- that he-had 


obferved me with fome attention ; for 


I was young ‘and new, and had.-the 


good fortune.to attra& the notice and 


approbation of the queen herfelf. 
‘ Next-day, being at the opera, I was 


agreeably. furprized with the appear- .. 
ance of this amiable ftranger, who no 


fooner faw mé.enter,. than he ,ap- 
proached fo near to the place where: I 
fat, that I overheard what he faid to 
his companions ; and was fo happy 
‘as to find myfelf the objeé&t of his difl- 
courfe, which abounded with raptu- 
rous: Gaston of love and peeiire 
tion. 

“I could not liften to thefe inaior ts 
without emotion ; my colour changed, 


my heart thr obbed with unufual_ vio- 
lence, and my eyes betrayed my in- 


clination in fundry favourable glances, 
which he feemed to interpret aright, 
though he could not then avail him- 
felf of his fuccefs, fo far as to com- 
municate his fentiments by {peech, 
becaufe we-were ftrangers to ‘wa 
other. 

‘I paffed that night in the moft anxi- 
ous’ fufpenfe, and feveral days elapfed 
before I faw him again. At length, 
however, being at court ona ball- 
night, and determined’ again{t-danc- 
ing, I perceived him among the crowd ; 
and, to my unfpeakable j joys faw him 
advance with my Lord P » who 
introduced him to: my acquaintance, 
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¢, He foon found means to alter my re- 
€ folution; and I condefcended to be 
‘ his partner all the evening; during 
‘ which he declared his paffion, in the 
‘ moft tender_and. perfualive terms that 
‘ real love could diétate, or fruitful 
‘ imagination.invent., : 

¢ I believed his Stitloted, bgitite 
af wwithed them true,,,and was an-un~ 
‘ experienced girl of.fifteen. ‘I.com- 

'€ plied with his earnett requeft.. of, being 

‘ permitted. to’ vifit me, and even, invited 


. him.to.,breakfaft next, morning; fo 
_© that you may imagine (I {peak to thofe 


* that feeb) 21 did not.that night en- 

‘ joy much repofe,. Sucly was the -hur- 

f ry and flutter_of,my fpinits,, that.Irofe 
at fix to receive,him atten. Idrefled.. 


; myfelf in anew pink fattin gown,,and 


my beft laced night-cloaths, and «was 
‘fo animated by the. occafion, thatif, 
© ever I deferved a.compliment upon 
“ my looks, i it was ny oe at is meet 


¢ ang. 


‘.. The withed - po moment carne that 

* brought my lover to my views -T was 
‘ overwhelmed with joy, modefty, and 
‘ fear of I. knew-not what. .We fat 


+ down to breakfaft, but did not-eat. 


§ He renewed his Miduafies with iprefift- 
‘ ible eloquence, and preffed me to, ac- 
‘ cept.of his hand without farther, he- 
‘/fitation,: but to fuch a precipitate | 
‘ftep I objegted, as a meafure repug- 
“nant, to, decency, as)-well as to, that 
© duty which I owed my igs whom 
‘ Itenderly loved.. 
*¢ Though I withftood tlle —— 
< propofal, I did uot attempt to difguife 
‘ the fituation of my thoughts; and 
‘ thus commenced a tender corre{pon- 
‘ dence, which was maintained by let- 
« ters while I remained in the country, 
‘ and carried on, when I was in‘town, 
‘ by private interviews, twice or thrice 
‘ a week, at the houfe of my milliner, 
‘ where fuch endearments pafled as re- 
‘ fined and happy lovers know, and 
‘ others can only guefs. Truth and 
* innocence prevailed on my fide, while 
“ his heart was fraught with fincerity 
‘ and love. Such frequent intercourfe 
‘ created an intimacy which I began to 
‘ think dangerous, and therefore yielded 
« to his repeated defire that we might be 
‘ united tor ever: nay, I refolved to 
‘ avoid him, until the day fhould be 
* fixed, and very innocently (though 
* not very wifely) told him my reafon 
§ for this, determination, which was no 
§ other 
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ether than a confcioufnefs of my in- 
capacity to refufe him any thing he 
fhould demand as a tefthnony of my 
love. : 


ed, at the diftance of a few days, dur- 
ing which I intended to have implored 
my father’s confent, though I had but 
fairit hopes of--obtaining it: but he 
was by fome means or other apprized 
of our defign, before I could prevail 
upon myfelf to’ make him acquainted 
‘with our purpofe. | I had danced with 
my ‘lover at the Ridotto on the pre- 
‘ceding evening, and there, perhaps, 
our eyes betrayed us. Certain it 18, 
feveral of Lord W——m’s relations, 
who difapproved of the match, came 
up and rallied him on his paffion ; 
Lord § k in particular ufed this 
remarkable expreffion; ‘ Nephew, as 
you pleafe, but no ma- 


_€ Next day, the prieft being prepared, 
and the bridegroom waiting for me at 
the appointed place, in all the tranf- 
ports of impatient expectation, I-was, 
without any previous“warning, car- 
ried into the country by my father, 
who took no notice of the intelligence 
he had received, but décoyed me into 
the coach on pretence of taking the 
air: and when we had proceeded as 
far as’ Turnham Green, gave me to 
underftand that he would dine in that 
place. 

‘ There was no remedy: I wasoblig- 
ed'to bear my difappointment, though 


with an aching heart, and followed ° 


him up ftairs into an apartment, where 
he told me he was minutely informed 
of my matrimonial {cheme. I did 


not attempt to difguife the truth, but — 


affured him, while the tears gufhed 
from my eyes, that my want of cou- 
rage alone had hindered me from 
making him privy to my paffion; 
though I owned, I fhould have mar- 
ried Lord W———m, even though he 
had difapproved of my choice. ‘I re- 
minded him of the uneafy life I led at 
home, and frankly acknowledged, that 
I loved my admirer too well to live 
without him; though if he would fa- 
vour me with his confent, I would de- 
fer my intention, and punétually ob- 
ferve any day he would fix for our 
nuptials. Meanwhile, I begged he 
would permit me to fend a meffage to 
Lord W——m, who was waiting in 
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expectation of my coming, and might 
(without fuch notice) imagine I was 
playing the jilt. He granted this laft 
requeft; in confequence of which I 
fent a letter to my lover, who, when 
he received it, had almoft fainted a- 
way, believing I fhould be locked up 
in the country, and fnatched for ever 
from his arms. Tortured with thefe 
apprehenfions, he changed cloaths im- 
mediately, and taking horfe, refolved 
to follow me whitherfoever we fhould 
0. 
« After dinner, we proceeded as far 
as Brentford, where’ we lay, intend- 
ing’ to be at my father’s country-houfe 
next night; and my admirer putting 
up at the fame inn, practifed every 
expedient his invention could fuggeft 
to procure an interview; but all his 
endeavours were unfuccefsful, becaufe 
I, who little dreamed of his being fo 
near, had gone to bed upon our firft 
arrival, overwhelmed with afflictio 
and tears. : 
‘In the morning I threw myfelf at 
my father’s feet, and conjured him by 
all the ties of paternal affection, to in- 
dulge me with an opportunity of fee- 
ing my admirer once more, before I 
fhould be conveyed from his wifhes. 
The melancholy condition in which I 
preferred this fupplication, melted the 
tender heart of my parent, who yielded 
to my folicitations, and carried me 
back to town for that purpofe. 
* Lord W m, who had watched 
our moticns, and arrived at his own 
Jodgings before we arrived at my fa- 
ther’s houfe, obeyed my fummons on 
the inftant, and appeared before me like 
anu angel. Our faculties were, for 
fome minutes, fufpended by a conflict 
of grief and joy. At length, I reco- 
vered the ufe of {fpeech, and gave him 
to underftand, that I was come to 
town in order to take my leave of him, 
by the permiffion of my father, whom 
I had promifed to attend into the coun- 
try next day, before he would confent 
to my return; the chief caufe and 
pretence of which, was my earneft de- 
fire to convince him, that I was not 
to blame for the difappointment he had 
fuffered, and that I fhould fee him 
again in a month, when the nuptial 
knot fhould be tied in fpite of all op- 
polition. , 
‘ My lover, who was better acquaint- 
ed with the world, had well night run 
' * diitragted 
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¢ diftraéted with this information. He ‘ able crifis, I feared, would never hap- 
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{wore he would not leave me, until I 
fhould promife to meet and marry him 
next day; or, if I refufed to grant 
that requeft, he would immediately 
leave the kingdom, to which he would 
never more return; and before his de- 
parture, facrifice Lord H—~ B—, fon 
to the Duke of $. A——, who was 
the only perfon upon earth who could 
have betrayed us to my father, becaufe 
he alone was trusted with the fecret of 
our intended marriage, and had aétual- 
ly undertaken to give me away; an 
office which he afterwards declined. 
Lord W. m alfo affirmed, that my 
father decoyed me into the country, 
with a view of cooping me up, and 
fequeftering me entirely from his view 
and correfpondence. 
€ In vain I pleaded my father’s well- 
known tendernefs, and ufed all the 
arguments I could recollect to divert 
him from his revenge upon Lord 
H He was deaf to all my re- 
prefentations, and nothing, I found, 
would prevail upon him to fupprefs 
his refentmeut, but a pofitive promife 
to comply with his former defire. I, 
told him, I would hazard every thing ‘ 
to make him happy; but could not, 
with any regard tomy duty, take fuch 

a ftep without the knowledge of my . 
parent; or, if I were fo inclined, it 
wouid be impracticable to elude his 
vigilance and fufpicion. However, he 
employed fuch pathetick remonftrances, 
and retained fuch a powerful advocate 
within my own breaft, that before we 
parted I affured him, my whole pow- 
er fhould be exerted for his fatisfac- 
tion ; and he fignified his refolution of 
fitting up all night, in expectation of 
feeing me at his lodgings. 

‘ He had no fooner retired, than I 
went into the next room, and defired 
my father to fix a day for the. mar- 
riage; in which cafe, I would chear- 
fully wait upon him into the country ; 
whereas, fhould he deny my requett, 
on pretence of ftaying for the confent 
of my mother’s relations, which was 
very uncertain, I would feize the 
firt opportunity of marrying Lord 
W. m, coft what it could. He 
confented to the match, but would not 
appoint a day for the ceremony, which 
he propofed to defer until all parties 
fhould be agreed ; and fuch a fayour- 


* pen. 


‘TI therefore refolved within myfelf to 
‘, gratify my lover’s:expectation, by 
‘ eloping, if poffible, that very night ; 
though the execution of this plan was ° 
* extremely difficult, becaufe my father 
* was upon the alarm, and my own ° 
‘ maid, who: was my bedfellow, alto- 
‘ gether in his intereft. Notwithfand- ° 
‘ ing thefeconfiderations, I found means — 
‘ to engage one of the houfe-maids in’ 
‘ my behalf, who befpoke an hackney- 
‘ coach, tobe kept in waiting all night; 
‘ and to bed I went with my Abigail, 
‘ whom, as I had not clofed an eye, I 
‘ waked about five in the morning, and © 
‘ fent to pack up fome things for our ©. 
« intended journey. 

‘ While the was thus employed, I got 
¢ up, and huddled on my cleaths, ftand- 
‘ ing upon my pillow, left my father, 
‘ who lay in the chamber below, thould 
‘ hear me a-fvot, and fufpeét my de- 
* fign. 

‘ Having dreffed myfelf with great 
difpatch and diforder; I flounced down 
ftairs, ftalking as heavily as I could 
tread, that he might miftake me for 
‘ one of the fervants; and my confe- 
‘ derate opening the door, I fallied out 
‘ into the ftreet, though I knew not | 
‘ which way to turn; and, to my un- 
‘ fpeakable mortification, neither coach 

© nor chair appeared. 
‘ Having travelled on foot a good 
way, in hope of finding aconvenience, 
and being not only difappointed in 
that particular, but alfo bewildered in 
my peregrination, I began to be ex- 
ceedingly alarmed with the apprehen- 
fion of being met by fome perfon who 
might know me; becaufe, in that 
cafe, my defign would undoubtedly 
have been difcovered, from every cir- 
cumftance of my appearance’ at that 
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'€ time of day ; for I had put on the very 


cloaths which I had pulled off over 
night, fo tliat my drefs was altoge- 
their odd and peculiar ; my fhoes were 
very fine, and over a large hoop I wore 
a pink fattin quiited petticoat trimmed 
with filver, which was partly covered 
by a white dimity night-gown, a full 
quarter of a yard too fhort; my hand- 
kerchief and apron were hurried on © 
without pinning ; my night-cap could 
not contain my hair, which hung a- 

bout my ears in great diforder ; and 
Hha ‘my 
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« my countenance denoted 4 mixture of >« she country, to which we might retire 
© for the prefent; and he forthwith con- 


¢ 


hope and fear, joy and fhame. 
* In this dilemma, I’ made: my vad- 


nw 


‘ drefles to that honourable member of > « 
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fociety, _ a ihoe-black;* whom I ear- 


> 


neftly intreated to provide me witha > 


coach or chair, promifing to reward 
him. liberally for-his trouble: but he 
having the misfortune to be lame, 
was unable to keep up with my pace; 
fa that, by lis advice and direction, 
I went into the firft publick-houfe I 
found open, where I ftayed fome time, 


ad 


in the utmoft conftérnation, among a : 
crew of wretch?s whom I thought ° 


proper to bribe for their civility, not : 


without the terror of being ftripped. 
At length, however, my meflenger 
returned with a chair, of which I took 
immediate poileflion; and fearing that, 
by this time, my family would be 


alarmed, and fend ite to Lord | 


W. m’s lodgings, [ ordered my- 
felf to be carried thither backwards, 
that fo I might pafs undifcovered. 

‘© This. ftratagem fucceeded. according 
to my with ; ‘Tran up flairs, ina ftate 
of trepidation, to my faithful lover, 
who waited for me with the moft im- 
patient and fearful fufpenfe. At fight 


of me, his eyes lightened with tran- ° 


fport; he caught me in his arms, as 


the richeft prefent Heaven conld be- : 


ftow; gave me to underftand that my 


father had already fent to his lodg- - 


ings in, queft of me ; then applauding 


my love and refolution in the moit - 


rapturous terms, he ordered a hack- . 
ney-ceach to be called, and that we — 


might run no rifk of feparation, at- 
tended me to church, where we were 
lawfully joined in the fight of Heaven. 
** His fears were then allover, but mine 
recurred with double aggravation. I 
dreaded thé fight of my father, and 
fhared all the forrow he fufiered on 
account of my undutiful behaviour ; 
for I loved him with fuch piety of 
affeftion, that I would have endured 
every other f{pecies of, diftrefs, rather 
than have given him the leaft-uneafi- 
nefs: but love (where he-reigns in 
full empire) is altogether irreiiftible, 
furmounts every difticulty, and fwal- 
lows up all other confiderations. This 
was the cafe with mes and now the 


© Strevocable ftep was taken, my firit 


care was to avoid hiss fight. With 
this view, begged that Lord W—m 
would think of fume remote place in 
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‘uted me to a houfe.on Blackheath, 
where we. were very civilly received 
‘by alaughter-loving dame, who feem- 
éd to miftake me for one of her own 
fiterhood. 

“ T no fooner perceived her opinion, 
than I defired-Lord W——m to un- 
deceive her; upon which the wak 
made acquainted with the nature of 
my fituation, and fhewed us into a pri- 
vate room, where I called for pen and 
paper, and wrote an apology to my 
father, for having ated contrary to 
his will in fo important a coricern. 

‘ This tafk being performed, the 
bridegroom gave me to underftand, 
that there was a necefhty for our being 
bedded immediately, in order to ren~ 
der the marriage bintling, left my fa- 


ther fhould difcover and part u8 before : 


confummation. I pleaded hard for a 
refpite till the evening, objecting to 
the indecency of goimg to bed. before 
noon: but he found means to inva- 
lidate all my arguments, and to con- 
vince me that it was now my duty to 
obey. Rather than hazard the impu- 


a 


tation of being obftinate and refrac. » 


tory on the firft day of my probation, 
I fuffered myfelf to be led into a 
chamber, which was darkened by my 
exprefs ftipwlation, that my fhame 
and confufion might be the better con- 
cealed, and yielded to the privilege 
of a dear hufband, who loved me to 
adoration. 
« About five o’clock in the afternoon 
we were called to dinner, which we 
had ordered to be ready at four; but 
fuch a paltry care had been forgot, 
amidit the tranfports of our mutual 
blifs. We got up, however; and when 
we came down ftairs, 1 was afhamed 
to fee the light cf day, or meet the 
cyes of my beloved lord. I ate little, 
faid lefs, was happy, though over- 
wheimed with contufion; underwent 
a thouland agitations, fome of which 
were painful, but by far the greater 
part belonged to ‘rapture and delight ; 
we were emparadifed in the gvatifica- 
tion of our mutual wifhes, and felt 
all that love can beltow, ane fenfibi- 
lity enjoy. 
« In the twilight we ee Lord 
W-———m’s 10G¢) ins o's in town, where 
I received a letter from 1 
importing, that he would never fee 
* me 
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€ me again. But there was one cir- 
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cumftance in his manner of writing,’ 
from which I conceived a happy pre- 


He: 


fage of his future indulgence. 
had begun with his ufual appellation 


-of Dear Fanny, which, though it was 


expunged to make way for the word 
Madam, encouraged me -to hope that 
his paternal fondnefs was not yet ex- 
tinguifhed. 


. § At fupper we were vifited by Lord 


Ww m’s younger fifter, wholaughed 
at us for our inconfiderate match, 
though fhe owned, fhe envied our hap- 
pinefs, and offered me the ufe of her 
cloaths, until I could retrieve my own. 
She was a woman ofa great deal of hu- 
mour, plain but genteel, civil, friend- 
ly, and perfeétly well-bred. She fa- 


voured us with her company till the 


night was pretty far advanced, and 


did not take her leave till we retired: 
,to our apartment. ' 
‘ As our lodgings were not fpacious’ 
or magnificent, we refolved to fee lit-’ 


tle company; but this refolution was 
fruftrated by the numerous acquain- 
tance of Lord W———m, who let in 
half the town ; fo that Iran the gaun- 
Jet for a whole week among a {et of 
wits, who always delight in teazing a 
young creature of any note, when fhe 
happens to make fuch a ftolen match. 
Among thofe that vifited us upon this 
occafion, was my lord’s younger bro- 


ther, who was at that time in keeping | 


with a rich heirefs of mafculine me- 
mory,.and took that opportunity of 
making a parade with his equipage, 
which was indeed very magnificent, 


but altogether difregarded by us, whofe © 


happinefs confiited in the opulence ‘of 
mutual: love. 

‘ This ceremony of receiving vifits 
being performed, we went to wait on 
his mother the Duchefs of H ‘ 
who hearing I was an heirefs, readily 
forgave her fon for marrying without 
her knowledge and confent, and fa- 
voured us with a very cordial re- 


ception; infomuch that, for feveral . 


months, we dined almoft conftantly 
at her table; and I muf own, I al- 
ways found her unaltered in her civi- 
lity and affection, contrary to her 
general character, which was haughty 
and capricious. She was undoubtedly 
a woman of great fpirit and under- 
fianding, but fubject to an infirmity 
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which very much-inpairs and dif- 

guifes every other qualification. 

* In about three weeks after our mar« 
riage, I was fo happy as to obtain 
the forgivenefs of my father, to whofe: 
houfe we repaired, in order’ to pay 
our refpeéts and fubmiffion. At fight 
of me he wept; nor did I behold his 

tears unmoved: my heart was over-" 
charged with tendernefs and forrow, 
for having offended fuch an indulgent 
parent; fo that I mingled my tears 
with his; while my dear hufband, 
whofe foul was of the fofteft and gen-. 
tleft mould, melted with fympathy at 
the affecting {cene. ” 

‘ Being thus reconciled to my father, 
we attended him into the country, 
where we were received by my mo- 
ther, who was a fenfible goo. woman, 
though nat fufceptible to love, and 
therefore lefs apt to excufe a weak~ 
nefs to which fhe was an utter ftranz 
ger. This was likewife the cafe with 
an uncle, from whom I had great 
expectations. He was a plain good-. 
natured man, and treated us with 
great courtely; though his notions, 
in point of love, were not exaétly — 
conformable to ours. Neverthelefs, [ — 
was, and feemed to be fo happy in 
my choice, that my family not only- 
became fatisfed with the match, but 
exceedingly fond of Lord W: m. 


‘¢ After a fhort ftay with them in the 


country, we returned to London, in 
order to be introduced at court, and 
then fet out for the North, on a vifit 
to my brother-in-law the Duke of 
H—-——, who had, by a letter to Lord 
W——wm, invited us to his habita- 
tion. My father accordingly equip- 
ped us with horfes and money ; is 
our own finances were extremely flen- 
der, confifting only of a fall penfion 
allowed by his grace, upon whom the 
brothers were entirely dependent, the 
father having disd fuddenly, before 
fuitable provifion could be made for 
his younger chiidren. 
‘ When I took my leave of my rela- 
tions, bidding adieu to my paternal 
liome, and found myfelf launching 
into a world of care and trouble, 
though the voyage on which I had 
embarked was altogether voluntary, - 
and my companion the perfon on 
whom I doated to diftraction, I could 
not help feeling fome melancholy fen- 
* fations, 
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€ fations ; which, however, in a little 
time, gave way to a train of more 
-agreeable ideas. I was vifited in town 
by almoft all the women of fafhion, 
many of whom, I perceived, envied 
me the poffeffion of a man who had 
made ftrange havock among their 
hearts, and fome of them knew the 
value of his favour. One in particu- 
lay endeavoured to cultivate my friend- 
fhip with fingular marks of regard; 
but I thought proper to difcourage 
her advances, by keeping within tlie 
bounds of bare civility; and, indeed, 
to none of them was I lavifh of my 
complaifance, for I dedicated my whole 
time to the object of my affection, who 
engroffed my wifhes to fuch a degree, 
that although I was never jealous, 
¢becaufe I had no reafon to be fo) I 
envied the happinefs of every woman 
whom he chanced at any time to hand 
mte a coach. 

© The Duchefs of » who was 
newly married to the Earl of P——,a 
particular friend of Lord W m’s, 
carried me to court, and prefented me 
to the queen, who exprefled her ap- 
probation of my perfon in very par- 
ticular terms, and obferved the fatis- 
fa&tion that appeared in my counte- 
nance, with marks of adiniration ; 
defired her ladies to take notice, how 
little happinefs depended upon wealth, 
fince there was more joy in my face 
than in all her court befides. 

¢ Such a declaration could not fai! to 
‘overwhelm me with blufhes, which 
her majefty feemed to behold wirh 
pleafere; for fhe frequently repeated 
the remark, and fhewed me to all the 
foreigners of diftin&tion, with many 
gracious expreflions of favour. She 
wifhed Lord W——m. happinefs in- 
ftead of joy; and was pleafed to pro- 
mife, that fhe would provide for her 
pretty beggars: and poor enough we 
ecrtainly were in every article but love. 
Neverthelefs, we felt no neceffities, 
but paffed the f{ummer in a variety of 
pleafures and parties; the greateit 
part of which were planned by Lord 
Ww *s fitter and another lady, who 
was at that time miftrefs to the prime 
minifter, The firft was a wit, but 
homely in her perfon; the other, a 
woman of great beauty and mafcu- 
€ jme underftanding; and a particular 
‘ frendfhip fubfitted between them, 
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though they were both lovers of power 
and admiration. 

* This lady, who fat at the helm, 
was extremely elegant as well as ex- 

penfive in her diverfions, in many of 
which we bore a fhare; particularly 
her parties upon the water, which 
were contrived in all the magnificence 

of tafte. Inthe courfe of thefe amufe- 
ments, a trifling circumftance oc- 

curred, which I fhall relate as an in- 

{tance of that jealous fenfibility which 

charaéterized Lord W ’s difpofi- 

tion. A large company of ladies and 

gentlemen having agreed to dine at 
Vauxhall, and fup at Marble Hall, 
where we propofed to conclude the: 
evening with a dance, one barge be- 

ing infufficient to contain the whole 
company, we were divided by lots; in 

confequence of which, my hufband 
and I were parted. This feparation 
was equally mortifying to us both, 

who, though married, were ftill lovers ; 
and my chagrin was increafed, when 
I perceived that I was doomed to fit 
by Sir W. Y » a man of pro- 
fefled gallantry; for, although Lord 
W——m _ had, before his marriage, 

made his addrefles to every woman he 

faw, I knew very well he did not de- 

fire that any perfon fhould make love 
to his wife. — 

‘ That I might not therefore give 
umbrage, by talking to this gallant, 
I converfed with a Scots’ nobleman, 


‘who, according to common report 
3 > 


had formerly fighed among my ad- 
mirers: by thefe means, in feeking 
to avcid one error, 1 unwittingly 
plunged myfelf into a greater; and 
difobliged Lord W m fo much, 
that he could not conceal his difplea- 
fure; nay, fo deeply was he offended 
at my conduét, that in the evening, 
when the ball began, he would {carce 
dcign to take me by the hand in the 
courfe of dancing, and darted fuch 
unkind lcoks as pierced me to the 
very foul. What augmented my con- 
cern, was my ignorance of the tref- 
pafs I had committed. I was tor- 
tured with a thoufand uneafy reflec- 
tions; I began to fear that I had mif- 
taken his temper, and given my heart 
to a man who was tired of poffeffion ; 
though I refolved to bear without — 
complaining the misfortune I had en- 
tailed upon myfelf, 
© I feized 
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¢ I feized the firft opportunity of 
{peaking to him, and thereby difco- 
vered the caufe of his chagrin; but, 
as there was no time for expo(tula- 
tion, the mifunderftanding continued 
on his fide, with fuch evident marks 
of uneafinefs, that every individual of 
the company made up to me, and 
enquired about the caufe of his dif- 
order; fo that Iwas fain to amuie 
their concern, by, faying that he had 
been ill the day before, and dancing 
did not agree with his conftitution. 
So much was he incenfed by this un- 
happy circumftance of my conduét, 
which was void of all intention to 
offend him, that he determined to be 
revenged of me for my indifcretion ; 
and, at fupper, chancing to fit be- 
tween two very handfome ladies (one 
of whom is lately dead, and the other, 
at prefent, my neighbour in the coun- 
try) he affected an air of gaiety, and 
openly coquetted with them both. 

‘ This was not the only punifhment 
he inflicted on his innocent wife. In 
the courfe of our entertainment, we 
engaged in fome fimple diverfion, in 
confequence of which, the gentlemen 
were ordered to-falute the ladies; 
when Lord W——, in performing 
this command, unkindly neglected 
me in my turn; and I had occafion 
for all my difcretion and pride, to 
conceal from ‘the company the ago-. 
nies. I felt at this mark of indifference 


and difrefpe&.*. However, I obtained | 


the vi€tory over myfelf, and pretend- 
ed to laugh at,his hufband-like be- 
haviour, while the tears ftood in my 
eyes, and my heart fwelled even to 
burfting. 

‘ We broke up about five, after hav- 
ing {pent the moit tedious evening I 
had ever known; and this offended 
lover went to bedin a ftate of fullen 
filence and difguftt. Whatever defire 
I had to come to an explanation, I 
thought mytfelf fo much aggrieved by 
his unreafonable prejudice, that [ 
could not prevail upon myfelf to de- 
mand a conference, till after his firft 
nap, when my pride giving way to my 
tendernefs, I clafped him in my arms, 
though he pretended to difcourage 
thefe advances of my love: I afked 
how he could be fo unjuft as to take 
umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom he knew I had refufed for his 
fake. I chid him for his barbarous 
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endeavours to awake my jealoufy, and 
ufed fuch irrefiftible arguments in my 
own vindication, that he was con- 
vinced of my innocence, fealed my ac- 
quittal with a kind embrace, and we 
mutually enjoyed the foft tran{ports 
of a fond reconciliation. 

‘ Never was paffion more eager, de- 
licate, or unreferved, than that which 
glowed within our breafts. Far from 
being cloyed with the poffeffion of 
each other, our raptures feemed to in- 
creafe with the term of our union, 
When we were parted, though but 
for a few hours, by the neceffary avo- 
cations of life, we were unhappy du- 
ring that brief feparation, and met 


again, like lovers who knew no joy 


but in one another’s prefence. How 
many delicious evenings did we {pend 
together, in our little apartment, after 
we had ordered the candles to be taken 
away, that we might enjoy the agree- 
able reflection of the moon in a fine 
fummer’s evening. Sucha mild and 
folemn fcene naturally difpofes the 
mind to peace and benevolence; but ‘ 
when improved with the converfation — 


of the man one loves, it fills the ima- - 


gination with ideas of ineffable delight? 
For my own part, I can fafely fay, 
my heart was fo wholly engrofled by 
my hufband, that I never took plea- 
{ure in any diverfion where he was 
not perfonally concerned; nor was [ 
ever guilty of one thought repugnant 
to my duty and my love. 
‘ In the autumn we fet out for the 
North, and were met. on the road by 
the duke and twenty gentlemen, who 
conducted us to H n, where we 
lived in all imaginable fplendor. His 
grace, at that time, maintained above 
an hundred fervants, with a band of 
mufick, which always performed at. 
dinner; kept open table, and was vi- 
fited by a great deal of company. The 
ceconomy of his houfe was fuperin- 
tended by his eldett fitter, a beautiful 
young lady of an amiable temper, 
with whom I foon contra&ted an in 
timate friendfhip. She and the duke 
ufed to rally me upon my fondnefs for 
Lord W. m, who was a fort of an 
humourif,, and apt to be in a pet, in 
which cafe he would leave the com- . 
pany, and go to bed by feven o'clock 
in the evening. On thefe occafions, 
I always difappeared, giving up every 
confideration to that of pleafing my 
© hufband, 
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hufband, notwithftanding the ridicule 
of his relations, who taxed me with 
having fpoiled him with too much in- 
dulgence. But how could I exprefs 
too much tendernefs and condefcen- 
fion, fora man who doated upon me 
to fuch excefs, that when bufinefs 
obliged him to leave me, he always 
fnatched the firft opportunity to re- 
turn, and often rode through dark- 
nefs, ftorms, and tempefts, to my 
arms! he 
‘ Having ftayed about feven months 
in this place, I found myfelf m a fair 
way of being a mother; and that I 
might be near my own relations, in 


fuch an interefting’ fituation, I and - 


my dear companion departed from 
H n, not without great reluctance; 
for I was fond of the Scots in general, 


‘who treated me with gteat hofpitality 


and refpect ; and to this day, they pay 
me the compliment of faying, 1 was 
one of the beft wives in that country, 


which is fo juftly celebrated for good ° 


women. 
‘ Lord W——m having attended me 


‘to my father’s houfe, was obliged to 


return to Scotland to fupport his in- 


tereft in ‘being elected member of par- | 


liament; fo that he took his leave of 
me, with a‘ full refolution of feeing 
me again, before the time of my ly- 


ing-in; and al] the comfort I enjoyed ‘ 


in his abfence, was the perufal of his 
letters, which I punétually received, 
together with thofe of his fifter, who 
from time to time favoured me with 
affurances of his conftancy and devo- 
tion. Indeed thefe teftimonials were 
neceflary to one of my difpofition ; for 
I was none of thofe who could be con- 
tented with half an heart. I could 
not even {pare one complacent look to 
any other woman, but expected the 
undivided homage of his love. Had 
I been difappointed in this expecta- 
tion, I fhould (though a wife) have 
rebelled or dred. . 

‘ Meanwhile, my parents treated me 
with great tenderneis, intending that 
Lord W: m fhould be fettled in a 
houfe of his own, and accommodated 
with my fortune, and his expectations 
from the queen were very fanguine, 
when I was taken ill, and deliveredofa 
dead child; an event which affeéted 
me extremely. When I underftood 
the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with fuch violence, that my 
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breaft could fcarce contain it; and m 

anxiety being aggravated by the ab- 
fence of my lord, produced a dan- 
gerous fever, of which he was no 
fooner apprized by letter, than he came 
poft from Scotland; but before his 
arrival, I was fuppofed to be in a fair 
way. ' 

‘ During this journey, he was tor- 
tured with all that terrible fufpenfe, 
which prevails in the minds of thofe 
who are in danger of lofing that 
which is moft dear: to them; and 


-when he entered the houfe, was fo 


much overwhelmed with apprehenfion, 


‘that he -durft not enquire about the 


ftate of my health. 

‘ As for my part, I never clofed an 
eye from the time on which I expeéted 
his return; and when I heard his 
voice, I threw open my curtains, and 
fat up in the bed to receive him, 
though at the hazard of my life. He 
run towards me with all the eagernefs 
of paffion, and clafped mein his arms; 
he kneeled by the bed-fide, -kiffed my 


hand a thoufand times, and’ wept with 


tranfports of tendernefs and joy. In 
fhort, this meeting was fo pathetick, 
as to overcome my enfeebled conftitu- . 
tion; and we were parted by thofe 
who were wifer than ourfelves, and 
faw that nothing was fo proper for us 
as a little repofe. - 

¢ But how fhall I relate the deplorable 

tranfition from ‘envied happinefs to 
excefs of mifery, which I now fuftain - 
ed!- My month was hardly up, when 
my dear hufband was‘taken ill; per- 

haps the fatigue-of body as-well 4s 
mind, which he had undergone on my 
account, occafioned a fatal ferment in 
his blood, and his healtli fell a facri- 
fice to his love. Phyficians were call-, 
ed from London; but, alas! they 
brought no hopes of his’ recovery. 

By their advice, he was removed to 
town, for the convenience of being 
punctually attended. Every mo- 

ment was too precious to be thrown 
away; he was therefore immediately 

put into the coach, though the day 
was far fpent; and I, though exceed - 
ingly weak, accompanied him in the 
journey, which was performed by the 
light of flambeaus, and rendered un- 

fpeakably fhocking, by the difmal 

apprehenfion of lofing him every mo- 

ment. a 
¢ At length, however; we arrived ‘at 

* our 
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‘our lodgings in Pall Mall, where I 


lay by him on the floor, afid attended 
the iffge of his diftemper, in all the 
agonies of horror arid defpair. Ina 
little time his malady fettled upon hi§ 
brain, and‘in his delirium, he uttered 


‘fuch dreadful éXclamations, as weré 


fufficient to. pierce the moft favage 
heart. What effe&t then muft they 
have had on mire, which was fraught 
with every fentiment of the moft melt: 
ing affection! It was not a common 
giief that took pofieffion of my foul; 
I felt all the aggravation of the moft 
acute diftrefs.. 1 fometimes ran down 
to the ftreet in a fit of diftraétion ; L 
fent for the doftors every-minute; I 
wearied Heaven with my prayers: 
even now myheart akes at the remiem- 
brance of wliat I fuffered, and I can- 
not without trenibling proceed with 


‘the woeful ftory. 


‘ After having lain infenfible fome 
days, lie recovered the ufe of {peech, 
and called upon my name, which he 
had athoufand times repeated while 
he was bereft of reafon. All hope 
of his life was now relinquifhed, and 
I was led to his bed-fide to receive 
his laft adieu, being directed to funi- 
mon all my fortitude, and fupprefs 
my forrow, that he might not be dif- 
turbed by my agitation. I colleéted 
all my refolution to {upport me in this 
affecting fcene. I faw my dear lord 
in extremity. The beauties of his 
youth were all decayed; yet his eyes, 
though languid, retained unfpeakable 
fweetne(s and expreffion. He felt his 
end approaching, put forth his hand, 
and with a look full of complacency 
and benevolence, uttered fuch a ten- 
der tale Good Heaven! how had 
I deferved fuch accumuiated aftliCtion ! 
the bare remembrance of which now 
melts me into tears! Human nature 
could net undergo my fituation, with- 
out fuffering an extaly of grief! I 
clafped him in my arms, and -kiffed. 
him a thoufand times, with the mot 
violent emotions of woe; but I was 
torn from his embrace, and in a little 
time he was ravifhed for ever from my 
view. j 

* On that fatal morning, which put a 
period to his life, I faw the Duchefs 
of L 
from her appearance, concluded that 
he was no‘more; yet I begged fhe 
would not confirm the unhappy pre- 
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“fage, by announcing his death; and 
fhe accordingly preferved the moft, 
emphatick’filence. I gotup, and trod 
‘foftly over his head, as if I had been 
afraid of interrupting his repofe. Alas! 
he was no longer fenfible of fuch dif- 
turbance. ‘was feized- with a ftupet 
faction of forrow: I threw up thé 
window, and Jooking around, thought 
the ‘fun fhone with the moft difmal 
afpe&; every thing ‘was ° folitary, 
chearlefs, and replete with horror." * 
‘ In'this céndition [ was, by ile di- 
rection of my friend, cofveifed to her 
houfe, wheré' my faculties were fo 
overpowered by the load of anguith 
which oppreffled me, that I know not 
‘what pafled during the firft days of . 
my urihappy widowhood ; this only I 
know, the kind duchefs treated me 
with all imaginable care and com- 
paffion, and carried me to her country- 
houfe, where I ftayed fome months; 
during which, the endeavoured to com- 
fort me with all the amufements fhe 
could invent, and laid me under fuch 
obligations, as fhall never be erafed 
from my remembrance: yet, notwith- 
ftanding all her care and concern, I 
was, by my excefs of grief, plunged 
into a languifhing diftemper, for which 
my phyficians advifed me to drink the 
Bath waters. 4 
‘In compliance with this prefcrip- 
tion, 1 went thither towards the end 
of fummer, and found fome bencfit 
by adhering to their directions; though 
I feldom went abroad, except when I 
vifited my fifter-in-law, who was 
there with the princefs; and upon 
thefe occafions, 1 never failed to at-. 
tract the notice of the company, who 
were ftruck’ with the appearance of 
fuch a young creature in weeds. Nor 
was I free from the perfecution of 
profeffed admirers ; but being dead to 
zli joy, I was deaf to the voice of 
adulation. 

© About Chriftmas, I repaired to my 
father’s houfe, where my forrows were 
revived by every objeét that recalled 
the idea of my dear lamented lord. 
But thefe melancholy reflections I was 
obliged to bear, becaufe I had no 
other home or habitation, being left . 
an unprovided widow, altegcther de- 
pendent on the affegtion of my own 
family. = 

.* During this winter, divers over- 
‘ tures were made to my father, by 
Ti * people 


250 


et SSR MA NA RA KR KR ARR RA A HR AM HAA AR AH AF RK RR A ARR 6 lek a Relat a 


arn nnannnnnanana 


4 


people who demanded me in marriage ; 
but my heart was not yet fufficiently 
weaned from my former paffion, to 
admit the thoughts of another matter. 
Among thofe that prefented their pro- 
pofals, was a certain young noble- 
man, who, upon the firft news of 
Lord W m’s death, came poft 
from: Paris, in order to declare his 
paflion. He made his. firft appearance 
ina hired chariot and fix, accompanied 
by a big fat fellow, whom (as I after- 
wards learned) he had engaged to 
found his praifes, with the promife of 


a thoufand pounds, in lieu of which ' 


he paid him with forty. Whether it 
was with a view of fcreening himfelf 
from the cold, or of making a com- 
fortable medium in cafe of being over- 
turned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know not; but certain 
it is, the carriage was ftuffed with 


hay, in fuch a manner, that when he 
arrived, the fervants were at fome 


pains in rummaging and removing it, 
before they could come at their matter, 
of help him to alight. When he was 
lifted out of the chariot, he exhibited 
a very ludicrous figure to the view; 
he was a thin, meagre, fhivering crea- 
ture, of a low ftature, with little black 
eyes, a long nofe, fallow complexion, 
and pitted with the fmall-pox; dreffed 
in a coat of light brown frieze lined 
with pink-coloured fhag, a monftrous 
folitaire and bag, and (if I remember 
aright) a pairof huge jack-boots. In 
a word, his whole appearance was fo 
little calculated for infpiring love, 
that I had (on the ftrength of feeing 
him once before at Oxford) fet him 
down as the laft man on earth whom 
I would chufe to wed; and I will 
venture to affirm, that he was in every 
particular the very reverfe of my late 
hufband. 

‘ As my father was not at home, he 
ftayed but one evening, and left his 
errand with my mother, to whom 
he was as difagreeable as to myfelf ; 
fo that his propofal was abfolutely 
rejeéted ; and I heard no more of 
him during the fpace of three whole 
months; at the expiration of which I 
went»to town, where this mortifying 
figure prefented itfelf again, and re-- 
newed his fuit, offering fuch advan - 
tageous terms of fettlement, that my- 
father began. to relidh the match, and 
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* warmly recommended it to my eons 
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fideration. : 

© Lord W——m’s relations advifed 
me to embrace the opportunity of 
making myfelf independent; all my 
acquaintance plied me with arguments 
to the fame purpofe: I was uneafy at 
home, and indifferent to all mankind. 
I weighed the motives with the ob- 
jeCtions, and with reluétance yielded 
to the importunity of my friends. 

‘ In confequence of this determina- 
tion, the little gentleman was per- 
mitted to vifit me; and the manner 
of his addrefs did not at all alter the 
opinion I had conceived of his cha- 
raéter and underitanding. I was even 
fhocked at the profpe&t of marrying 
aman whom I could not love; and, 
in order to difburden my own con- 
fcience, took an opportunity of telling 
him one evening, as we fat oppofite 
to each oun, that it was not in my 
power to command my affe&tion, and 
therefore he could not expeét the pof- 
feffion of my heart, Lord W m’s 
indulgence having fpoiled me for a 
wife; neverthelefs, I would endea- 
vour to contraét a friendfhip for him, 
which would entirely depend upon his 
own behaviour. 

‘ To this declaration he replied (to 
my great furprize) that he did not 
defire me to love him, my friendfhip 
was futhcient; and next day repeated. 
this itrange inftance of moderation in 
a letter, which I communicated to 
my filter, who laughed heartily at the 
contents, and perfuaded me, that fince 
I could love no man, he was the pro- 
pereft perfon to be my hufband. 

« Accordingly, the wedding-cloaths 
and equipage being prepared, the 
day——the fatal day was fixed! on 
the morning of which I went to the 
houfe of my brother-in-law, Duke 
H » who loved me tenderly, and 
took my leave of the family; afamily _ 
which I fhall always remember with 
love, honour, and efteem. His grace 
received me in the moit affectionate 
manner, faying, at parting, ** Lady 
» if he does not ule you well, 


“«¢ T will take you back again.” 
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‘ The bridegroom and I met at 
Ox Chapel, where the ceremony 
was performed by the. Bifhop of 
W——, in prefence of his lordthip’s 
mother, my father, and another lady. 

‘ The 
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‘ who indulged himfelf in bed till ele- 


The nuptial knot being tied, we {et 
out for my father’s houfe in’ the coun- 
try, and ‘proceeded full twenty miles 
on our journey, before my lord open- 
ed his mouth; my thoughts having 
been all that time employed on fome- 
thing quite foreign to my prefent fitu- 
ation; for I was then but a giddy 
girl of eighteen. At length my father 
broke filence, and clapping his lord- 
fhip on the fhoulder, told him he was 
but a dull bridegroom; upon which, 
my lord gave him to underftand, that 
he was outof fpirits. This dejeétion 
continued all the day, notwithftand- 
ing the refrefhment of a plentiful din- 
ner, which he ate upon the road; and 
in the evening we arrived at the place 
of our deftination, where we were 
kindly received by my mother, though 
fhe had no liking to the match; and 
after fupper, we retired to our apart- 
ment. 
* It was here that I had occafion to 
perceive the moft difagreeable contraft 
between my prefent help-mate and 
my former lord. Inftead of flying to 
my arms with all the eagernefs’ of 
love and rapture, this manly repre- 
fentative fat moping in a corner, like 
a criminal on execution-day, and 
owned he was afhamed to bed a wo- 
man, whofe hand he had fcarce ever 
touched. ~ 

* I could not help being affe&ted with 
this pufillanimous behaviour ;:I re- 
membéred Lord W. m, while I 
furveyed the object before me, and 
made fuch a comparifon as filled me 
with horror and difguft: nay, to fuch 
a degree did my averfion to this phan- 
tom prevail, that I began to f{weat 
with anguifh at the thought of being 
fubjeéted to his pleafure: and-when, 
after a long hefitation, he ventured to 
approach me, I trembled as if I had 
been expofed to the embraces of a 
rattle-(nake. Nor did the efforts of 
his love diminith this antipathy. His 
attempts were like the pawings of an 
imp, fent from hell to feize and tor- 
ment fome guilty wretch, fuch as are 
exhibited in fome dramatick perfor- 
mance, which I never fee ated with- 
out remembering my wedding-night. 
By fuch fhadowy, unfubftantial vexa- 
tious behaviour, was I tantalized and 
robbed of my repofe; and early next 
morning I got up, with a moft fo- 
vereign contempt for my bed-fellow, 
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veri)" 
‘ Having pafled a few days im this 
place, I went home with him to his 
houfe at Twickenham; and {oon after 
we were prefented at court, when the 
queen was pleafed to fay to my lord’s 
mother, fhe did not doubt but we 
fhould be an happy couple, for I had 
been a good wite to my former huf- 
band. — 
‘ Whatever deficiencies T had to com- 
plain of in my newfpoufe, he was not 
wanting in point of liberality: I was 
prefented with a very fine chariot ftud - 
ded with filver nails, and fuch a pro- 
fufion of jewels as furnifhed a joke 
to fome of my acquaintance, who ob- 
ferved that I was formerly Queen of 
Hearts, but now metamorphoied into 
the Queen of Diamonds. .. I now alfo 
had an opportunity (which I did not 
let flip) of paying Lord W——m’s 
debts from my privy purfe: and on 
that feore received the thanks of his 
elder brothér, who (though he had 
undertaken to difcharge them) de- 
layed- the execution. of his- purpofe 
longer than I thought they fhould re- 
main unpaid. This uncommon fplen- 
dor attracted the eyes and envy of my 
competitors, who were the more im- 
placable in their refentments, becaufe, 
notwithftanding my marriage, I was 
as much as ever followed by the men 
of gallantry -and pleafure, among 
whom it is a conftant maxim, that a 
woman never witholds her affections 
from her hufband without an inten - 
tion to beftow them fomewhere elfe. 
I never appeared without a train of 
admirers, and my houfe in the country 
was always crouded with gay young 
men of quality. 
‘ Among thofe who cultivated my 
good graces with the preateft {kill and 
affiduity, were the Ear] C——, and 
Mr. S——, brother to Lord F. > 
The former of whom, in the courfe 
of his addreffes, treated me with an 
entertainment of furprizing magnifi- 
cence, difpofed into a dinner, fupper, 
and ball; to which I, at his defire, 
invited eleven ladies, whom he paired 
with the like number of his own fex ; 
fo that the whole campany amounted 
to twenty-four. We were regaled 
with a moft elegant dinner, in an a- 
partment which was altogether fuperb, 
and ferved by gentlemen only, no h- | 
ie every 
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very fervant, being permitted to come 
within the door. In the afternoon we 
embarked in two {plendid. barges, be- 


‘ ing attended by a band of mufick in | 


a third ; and enjoyed a delightful even- 
ing upon, the river, till.the.twilight, 
when, we returned and began the ball, 


whieh was conductéd with fuch order 
. and- tafie, that- mith and) good-hu- 
: -mouryprevailed. No- diflatisfaétion ap- 


peared, except in the countenance of 


ene old maid, fince married to a fon 
_of the Duke of ——, who though fhe 


would-not-refufe to partake of fuch 


San; agreeable entertainment, -was dif- 
_plcafed shat I fhould have the honour 
_of inviting her. 


O baleful Envy! 
thou éelf-tormenting fiend! How doft 
thou predominate in all affemblies, 
from the grand gala of a court to the 
meeting of fimple peafants at their 

Nor is the Sewee: 


at, if we confider the weaknefs, pride, 
and vanity, of our fex. , The prefence 
of one: favourite man fhall poifon the 


enjoyment. of a whole cempany, and 


produce the ioft rancorous enmity 


_betwint the clofett friends. 
°¢ J danced with the mafter of the ball, 


who employed all the artillery: of his 
eloquence. i in making love; yet 1 did 
‘not “itt: en to his ad deetlieg, for he was 
not to my. tait¢, though he pofleficd 
au Wereattle perfon,-and.a geod ac- 
quired undertianding 3 but! he was 
utterly ignorant of that gentle pre- 
vailing art which L afterwards expe- 
rienéed in Mr. S—, and which was 


‘the on?y-method he could have fuccefs- 


fully praétiled, in feducing a young 
woman like me, born with Cimnonts 
of.honour, and'tfained upan.the paths 
of religion and virtue. This young 
geiitleman was, indeed, . abfolutely 
malter of thofe infinuating qualifica- 
tions which few women. of paflion and 
fenfibility can refift; and had a per- 
fon every way adapted for profiting by 
thefe infidious talents. He was well 


acquainted with the human heart, con- 


{cious of his own power and capacity, 
and exercifed thefe endowments with 
unwearied perfeverance. He was tall 
and thin, of a dhape and fize perfectly 
agreeable to my taite, with large blue 
eloquent eyes, good teeth, and along 
head turned to callantry. His bela» 
viour was the ttandard of paws 
and all his advances were conducted 
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‘ with the moft profound refpedt ;. which 


eit ae 
a HR efaln :/. wewidg err. 


TN RIA Rw 


c 
¢ 
é 
¢ 
é 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
‘6 
‘6 
¢ 
4 
‘é 
6 
6 
¢ 
& 
¢ 
: 


»my former hufband. 


aoa A #® NR RH B® HR Qe HRA AA HR A NK 


is the moft effcual expedient a man 
can ufe againft us, if hecan find means 
to perfuade us that it procceds from 
the excefs and delicacy of his paffion. 
It is no other than a filent compli- 
ment, by which our-accomplifhments 
are continually. flattered, and pleafes 
in proportion to the fuppofed under- 
ftanding of hun who pays it. 


.£ By thefe arts and advantages this 


confummate politician. in love began 
by degrees to fap the foundations of 
my conjugal faith; he.ftcle imper- 
ceptibly into my affeétion, and by 
dint of opportunity, which he well ° 
knew how to improve, triumphed, at 
laft, over all his rivals. 

Nor was he the only perfon that 
difputed my heart with Earl C——. 
That nobleman was alfo rivalled by 


-Lord C— H—, a Scotchman, who 


had been an intimate and relation of 
Him I would 
have preferred to moft of his compe- 


-titors, and aétually coquetted with 


him for fome time: but the amour 
was interrupted by his going to Ire- 
land; upon which occafien, under- 
ftanding that he was but indifferently 
provided with money, I made him a 
prefent of a gold {nuff-box, in which 
was incloled a banknote; a trifling 
mark of my efteem, which he after- 
wards juitined by the moft grateful, 
friendly, and genteel behaviour; and 
as we correlponded by letters, I frank- 


) ly told him, thet Mr. S-—— had ftepped 


in, and’ won the palm from all the 

re(t of my admirers. . 
‘ This new favourite’s mother Foil 
fifters, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, were my conitant companions ; 
and, in ,confequence of this intimacy, 
he never let a day pafs without pay# 
ing his refpeéts to me in perfon ;, nay, 
fo ingenious was he in contriving the 
means of promoting his {uit, that whe- 
ther I-yode or walked, went abroad 
or ftayed at home, he was always of 
courfe one of the party: fo that his 
defign fcemed to engrofs his. wholé 
vigilance and attention. Thus he ttu- 
died my, difpofition, and, eftablithed 
himfelf in my .good opinion at, the 
fame time. He tound my heart was 
fufceptible of every tender impreffion, 
and taw that I was not free from the 
vanity of youth; he had already ac> 
« quired ny iis bes and cfteem, ‘from 
‘ ¢ which, 
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¢ which he knew there was a fhort and 

* eafy tranfition to love. By his pene- 

* tration chufing proper feafons for the 
& theme, he urged it with fuch pathetick 
£ vows and artful adulation, as well 
‘ inight captivate a young woman of 

¢.my complexion and inexperience, and 

§ circumftanced as I was, with a huf- 

* band whom I had fuch reafon to de- 

© fpife. ” wr & 

£ Though he thus made an infenfible 

§ progrefs in my heart, he did not find 
my virtue any eafy conqueft ; and I 
© myfelf was ignorant of the advantage 
$ he had gained, with regard to my 
© inclinations, until I was convinced 
\$.of his fuccefs by an alarm of jea- 
-§ Joufy which I one day felt, at fee- 
€ ing him engaged in converfation with 
* another lady. I forthwith recognized 

* this fymptom of love, with which J 
‘ had been formerly acquainted, and 

© trembled’ at the difcoyery of my own 
‘ weaknefs. I underwent a ftrange agi- 

‘tation-and mixture of contrary fenfa- 
£ trons: I was pleafed with the paffion, 
§ yet afhamed of avowing it even to my 
‘own mind. The rights of a hufband 

‘ (though mine was but a nominal one) 

‘ occurred to my reflection, and virtue, 


§ modefty, and honour, forbade me to. 


£ cherifli the guilty flame. 
"_€ When f encouraged thefe laudable 
*-{cruples, and refoived to facrifice my 
« love to duty and reputation, my lord 
‘ was almoit every day employed in 
‘ riding pot to my father, with com- 
{ plaints of my, conduct, which was 
‘ hitherto irreproachable ; though the 
« greateft grievance which he pretended 
* to have fuffered, was my refufing to 
‘* comply with-his defire, when he en- 
$ treated me to lie a whole hour every 
© morning with my neck uncovered, 
‘ that by gazing he might quiet the 
‘ perturbation of his-{pirits. From this 
§ requeit "you may judge of the man, 
‘ as well as of the regard I muft enter- 
‘§ tain for his character and difpofition. 
‘ During the whole fummer I was 
‘ befieged by my artful undoer, and in 
« the autumn fet out with my lord for 
Bath; where, by reafon of the inti- 
macy that fublifted between our fami- 
© lies, we lived in the fame houfe with 
« my lover and his filter, who, with 
¢ another agreeable young lady, ac- 
© companied us in thisexpedition. By 
* this time Mr. S— had extorted from 
‘ me a confeihon of a mutual flame; 
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‘ though I affured him-that it fhould 


ble poffefRons of an unfpstted cha- 
raéter, and a_con{cience void of of- 
fence. I offered him all the enjoy- 
ment he could reap from an unreferved 
intercourfe of fouls, abftraéted from 
any fenfual confideration. He eagerly 
embraced the Platonick propofal, bey 
caufe he had fagacity enough to fores 
fee the iffue of fych chimerjcal con- 
traéts, and knew me too well to think 
he couid accomplith his purpofe with- 
out feeming to acquiefce in my own 
terms, and cultivating my tendernefs 
under the fpecious pretext. | 

‘ In confequence of this agreement, 
we took all opportunities of . fecing 
each other in private; and thefe. ins 
terviews were {pent in mutual pro, 
teftations of difinterefted love. This 
correfpondence, though dangerous, 


and endearing; and many happy hours 
we paffed, before my fentiments were 
difcovered. At length my lover was 
taken il], and then my paffion burit 
out beyond the power of concealment 


fpicuous in my countenance, and ng 
behaviour was fo indifcreet, that every 
body in the houfe perceived the fitua- 
tion of my thoughts, and blamed my 
conduét accordingly. - ome 
‘ Certain it is, L.was extremely im} 


aa a a ee ee, a a, a a ae ce ey ar a ar Var ¥ 


cent. I have Jain whole nights by 
my lord, who teized and tormented 
me for that which neither I could give 
nor he could take, and ruminated on 
the fatal confequence of this unhape 
py flame, until I was worked into a 
fever of difquict. I faw there was 

fafety but in flight, and often deter- 

mined to banith myfelf for ever from 
the fight of this dangerous intruder. 
But my refolution always failed at 

the approach of day, and my de- 

fire of feeing. him as conftantly re- 

curred. So far was I from perfitting 

in fuch commendable determinations, 
that, on the eve of our departure from 
Bath, I felt the keenelt pangs of for: 
row at our approaching feparation ; 
and as we could not enjoy our private 
interviews at my houfe in town, [ 
promiled to vilit him at his own a- 
partments, after he had fworn by all 
that’s facred, that he would take no 
‘finifier advantage of my condefcen- 
< T1Gigs 
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never induce me to give up the valuay 


my grief and anxiety became {0 cone. 


was (on my fide) equally innocent - 


prudent, though intentionally inno; ° 
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¢ fion, by prefuming upon the oppor- 
© tunities I fhould give. 
‘ He kept his word; for he faw I 


and perceived that my apprehenfion 
was not affected, but the natural con- 
cern of a, young creature, ae 
between love and duty, whom, had 
he alarmed, he never would have. feen 
within his. doors again. Inftead of 
preffiing me with. folicitations in fa- 
vour of his paffion, he was more than 
ever refpeétful and complaifant; fo 
that I found myfelf difengaged of all 
reftraint, conduéted the converfation, 
fhortened and repeated my vifits at 
my own pleafure, till at laft I be- 
came {0 accuitomed to this commu- 
© nication, that his houfe was as fami- 
© liar tome as my own. : 

¢ Having in this manner fecured him- 
© felf in my confidence, he refumed the 
« favourite topick of love, and warm, 
¢ ing my imagination by gradual ad- 
€ vances on the fubjeét, my heart be- 
“ gan to pant; when he faw me thus 
« moved, he fnatched''the favourable 
* occafion to practife al] his eloquence 
€ and‘art. I could not refift his energy, 
« nor even fly from the temptation that 
© affailed me, until he had obtained a 
«“promife that he fhould, at our next 
€ meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious 
« expectation. Upon this condition I 
«"was permitted to-retire; and bleifed 
« Heaven for my efcape, fully deter- 
€ mined to continue in the path of vir- 
< tue I had hitherto trod, and ftifle the 
© eriminal flame, by which my peace 
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trafted to it with fear and trembling, 


a ana annnna nan a 
x 


PEREGRINE PICKLE? 


/ — 
were juft and reafonable. I could not 
{ve the affliction of a man I loved, 
when I knew it was_in my power to 
remove it; and rather than forfeit his 
opinion of my fincerity and love, I 
confented to his. wifh. My heart now 


flutters at: the remembrance of the 


dear, though fatal indifcretion; yet I 
refle&t without remorfe, and even re- 


. member it with pleafure. 


' € Tf TI could not avoid the cenfure of 
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© and reputation were endangered. But ° ‘ 


“his idea, which reigned in’ my heart 
* without controul, foon baffled all thefe 
* prudent fuggettions. 
‘J faw him again; and he reminded 
me of my promife, which I endea- 
voured to evade with aficcted plea- 
‘ fantry 3 upon which he manifetted the 
utmoft difpleafure and chagrin, fhed- 
ding fome crocodile tears, and ‘up- 
braiding me with levity and indif- 
ference. He obferved, that he had 
folicited my favour fer ten long 
months, without intermiffien, and ima- 
gined I had held out fo long on wir- 
tuous motives only; but now he could 
plainly perceive that his want of fue- 
cefg had been owing to my want of 
aite€tion, and that all my profeffions 
were infincere; in a word, he per- 
tuaded me, that his remonitrances 
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the world, I was refolved to bear it 
without repining; and fure the guilt 
(if there was any in my conduct) was 
but venial; for I confidered myfelf as 
a perfon abfolved’ of all matrimonial 
ties, by the infignificance of Lord 
» who, though a nominal huf- 
band, was in faét a mere non-entity. 
I therefore contrafted a new engage- 
ment with my lover, to which I re- 


folved to adhere with the moft ferupt-~ 


lous fidelity, without the leaft inten- 
tion of injuring my lord or his yela- 
tions; for had our mutual paffion pre- 
duced any vifible effeéts, I would im- 
mediately have renounced and aban- 
doned my hufband for ever, that the 
fruit of my love for Mr. S—— might 
not have inherited to thé detriment of 
the right heir. This was my determi- 
nation, which I thought juft, if not 
prudent; and for which I have incur- 
‘red the imputation of folly, in the 
opinion of this wife and honeft gene- 
ration, by whofe example and advice 
1 have, fince that time, been a little 
reformed in point of prudentials, 
though I ftill retain a ftrong tendency 
toreturn to my primitive way of think- 
ing. : 
¢ When I quitted Mr. S———, after 
the facrifice J had nrade, and returned 
to nry own bed, it may perhaps be 
fuppofed that I flept but little. True : 
¥ was kept awake by the joyful impa- 
tience of revifiting tay lover. Indeed, 
I negie&ted no opportunity of flying 
to his arms: when Lord ——= was in 
the country, we enjoyed each other's 
company without-interruption ; but 
when he refided in town our corfe- 
fpondence was himited to ftolen inter- 
views, which were unfpeakably deli- 
cious, as genuine love prefided at the 
entertainment. ’ 
« Such was my happinefs, in the courfe 
of this tender communication, that to 
this day I remember it with pleafure, 
though it has coft me dear in the fe- 
© quel, 
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guel, and was at that time enjoyed at 
aconfiderable expence; for I devoted 
myfelf fo entirely to my lover, who 
was defirous of engrofling my timeand 
thoughts, that my acquaintance, which 
was very numerous, juftly accufed me 
of negleét, and of confequence cooled 
in their friendthips: but I was all for. 
lowe, or the world well loft. And 
were the fame opportunity to offer, 
I would aét the {ame conduct over. 
again. 
‘ Some there are who poffibly may 
wonder how I could love twice with 
fuch violenceof affection ; but all fuch 
obfervers'muft be unacquainted with 
the human heart. Mine was natu- 
rally adapted for the tender paflions, 
and had been fo fortunate, fo cherifh- 
ed in it’s firft impreffions, that it felt 
with joy the fame fenfations revive, 
when influenced by the fame engaging 
qualifications. Certain it is, I loved 
the fecond time as well as the firft, and 
better was impoilible. I gave up my 
all for both: fortune and my father’s 
favour for the one ; reputation, friends, 
and fortune, for the other. Yet, not- 
withftanding this.intimate connection, 
I did not relinquith the world all at 
once ; onthe contrary, I ftill appear- 
ed at court, and attracted the notice 
and approbation of my royal patroneis; 
I danced with the P of W: » 
a circumftance which fo nearly affect-, 
ed Mr. S , who was prefent, that, 
in order to manifelt his refentment, he 
chofe the ughieit woman in the ball for 
his partner; and I no fooner perceived 
his uneafinefs than I gave over, with 
a view of appeating his difpleafure. 

‘ Without repsating particular cir- 
cumftances, let it fuffice to fay, our 
mutual paffion was a perfect copy of 
that which had fubfilted between me 
and my dear Lord W——m. It was 
jealous, melting, and delicate, and 
chequered with Tittle accidents, which 
ferve to animate and maintain the, 
flame in it’s firft ardency of rapture. 
When my lover was fick, I attended 
and nurfed him with indefatigable ten- 
dernefs and care; and during an in- 
difpofition which I caught in the per- 
formance of this agreeable office, he, 
difcharged the obligation with all the 
warmth of fympathy and love. 

‘ It was, however, judged neceffary 
by the phyficians, that I thould ule 
the Bath waters for the recovery of 
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‘ my health; and I fet out for that - 
‘ place, glad of a pretence to be abfens. 
© from Lord » with whom I lived 
‘on very unhappy terms. He had,. 
‘ about nine months after our marriage, 
* defired that we might fleep in feparate. 
‘ beds, and gave a very whimfical rea-: 
‘ fon for this propofal. He faid, the 
‘ immenfity of his love deprived him of 
“ the power of gratification, and that. 
‘.fome commerce with an objeét,. to. 
‘ which his heart was | not attached, 
‘ might, by diminifhing the tran{ports. 
© of his fpirits, recompofe his nerves, 
* and enable him to enjoy the fruits of. 
‘ his good fortune. ; 
¢ You may be fure I made no objec-. 
* tions to this plan, which was imme- 
‘ diately put in execution. He made: 
“his addrefles to a nymph of Drury. 
‘ Lane, whofe name (as he told me) 
‘ was Mrs. Rock. She made shift to. 
“ extraét fome money from her patients. 
‘ but his infirmity was beyond the. 
* power of her art, though the made. 
‘ {ome mifchief between us; andI com-, 
‘ municated my fufpicion to Duke. 
‘H » who intended to have expof- 
© tulated with her upon the fubject;. 
‘ put fhe got intimation of his defign,. 
* and faved him the trouble, by a pre-. 
* cipitate retreat. 3 
‘ After my return from the Bath, 
‘ where Mr. S—-- and I had lived. 
‘ happily, until we were interrupted by, 
* the arrival of my hufband, his lord-, 
‘ fhip expreffed an inclination to be my. 
‘ bedfellow again. In this particular £ 
© defired to be excufed. I would not 
© be the firft to propofe the {eparationy 
‘ which, though ufual in other’ coun- 
* tries, is contrary to the cultom of 
¢ England, being unwilling to furnifiax 
* the leaft handle for cenlure, as my 
« character was {till unblemifhed ; yet, 
© when the propofal came from hin, L 
‘ thought myfelf intitled to refufe_a 
‘ ve-union, to which I accordingly ob-. 
‘nected. 
‘ This oppofition produced a quarrel, 
‘ which rofe to a ftate of perpetual ani - 
‘ mofity; fo that we began to talk of 
« parting. My lord relithed the expedi-. 
‘ ent, agreeing to add three hundred 
‘ poundsa year to my pin-money, which 
« (by the bye) was never paid; and I 
‘ renounced all ftate and grandeur, to 
‘ live in a finall houfe that I hired at 
‘ Cafe Horton, where I paffed my time 
‘ for two months, in the moft agreeable ~ 
' © retire= 


236 


¢ 
6 
€ 
€ 
a 
€ 


ahnnnrramenaAn fh & w 
a . 


retirement, with my dear lover.~ At 


length I was difturbed by the intru- 
fion of my lord, who molefted me. 


with vifits-‘and folicitations to return, 


pretending that he had changed his’ 
mind, and infifting upon my compli- 


ance with his defire. 


€ I exhaulted my invention in endea- 
vours to evade his requeft; but he 
perfecuted me without ceafing: fo that 
I was fain to capitulate, on condition: 


that he fhould immediately fet out for 
France; and that he fhould not pre- 


» fume to approach my bed till our ar- 
rival at Calais. We accordingly de- 


parted for that kingdom; and, far 
from infringing the leaft article of our 
treaty, his lordfhip did not infift upon 


his privilege before we reached the 


capital of France. 


‘ © Meanwhile, I began to feel the ef- 
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fe& of my paffion in a very intereft- 


ing manner, and communicated my 
difcovery ‘to the dear author of it, who 
would not leave me in fuch an affeét- 
ing fituation, but took the firft oppor- 
tunity of following us to France. 


- 6 In our road to Paris, ‘we ftopped 
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to vifit Chantilly, a magnificent cha- 
teau belonging to the Prince of Condé, 
and there met by accident with fome 
Englifh noblemen, to whom I was 
known. The prince and his fitters 
invited me very politely into the gal- 
lery where they fat. ‘They compli- 
mented me on my perfon, and feemed 
to admire my drefs, which was alto- 
gether new to them, being a blue 
Englifh riding-habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat with a feather. They 
were particularly well pleafed with my 
hair, which hung down to my wait, 
atid prefled me to ftay a fortnight at 
their houfe; an invitation which I 


was very much mortified at being 


obliged to refufe, becaufe my lord did 


not underftand the French language. 


I was inchanted with the place and the 
company, the women being amiable 
and the ‘men polite; nor were they 


ftrangers. to my name and ftory; for 


Mr. S—— calling at the fame place 
a few days after, they rallied him on 
my account.” 

© When we arrived at Paris, the firft 
thing I did was to metamorphofe my - 
felf into a Frenchwoman. 1 cut off 
my hair; hid a very good complexion 
of my own with rouge; reconciled 
miylelf'to powder, which I had never 
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- me the eyes 
‘who confidered me as a ftranger, but 
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ufed before; put on a robe with 4 
large hoop; and went to the Thuille- 
ries full of ‘{pirits and joy; for at 
that time every thing confpired to make 
me happy. f had health, -youth, and 
beauty, love, vanity, and affluence, 
and found myfelf furrounded with 
diverfions, which were gay, new, and 
agreeable. My appearance drew tpon 
f the whole company, 


not a foreigner, fo compleatly was I 
equipped inthe fafhion of the French; 
and when they underftood who I was, 
they applauded my pgrfon: with the 
moft lavith‘encomiums, actording to 
their known politenefs; °° . 
‘ After having made a circuit round 
all the publick places of entertainment 
in Paris, I was introduced into com- 
pany by an Englifh family réfiding 
in that city ; and, among others; be- 
came acquainted witha French lady, 
whofe charms were remarkably at- 
tra€tive. The Duke of K—— was: 
her admirer; but fhe lived in reputa- 
tion with her mother and an agreea- 
ble fifter, whofe lover was the Prince 
of C——— (for almoft every lady in 
France has her azmant:) 

‘ With this charming woman, whofe 
name was Madam De la T . a 
often made parties of pleafure. The 
duke, Mr. S——-, fhe and I, ufed to 
meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which 
is a pleafant wood ata fimall: diftance 
from Paris, whither the company re- 
pairs, in the fummer-feafon, for the 
benefit of the air; and after having 
amufed ourfelves among the groves, 
embarked in his grace’s‘ equipage, 
which was extremely elegant, being a 
calafh drawn by fix fine long-tailed 
greys, adorned with ribbands in the 


\ 
' French tafte; and thus we were con- 


duéted to a little enchanted, or at leaft 
enchanting palace, poffefled by the 
duke, at one end of the town: the lower 
apartment, appropriated to me, was 
furnifhed with yellow and filver; the 


bed furrounded with looking-glafles, 


and ‘the deor opened into the garden, 
laid out in a cradle-walk, and inter 
vening parterres of rofes and other 
flowers. Above ftairs my female com- 
panion lodged, in a chamber furnifhed 
with chintz. We fupped all together in 
the faloon, which, though fimall, was 
perfectly elegant. The company was 
always good-humoured, the conver- 

* fation 
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£ fation {prightly and joyous, and the 
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fcene, though often repeated, ftill de-’ 
lightful and entertaining. ' 
‘At other times, Mr. S—— and I 
ufed to pafs our evenings at the palace 
of the Prince of C—-—, which his 
highnefs lent us for our accommoda- 
tion. The apartments opened into 


. the gardens of the Luxembourg, and 


were, in pvint of magnificence, fuit- 
able to the owner. Thither I ufed 
to repair in a flaming equipage, on 
pretence of vifiting, and {pent the beft 
part of the night with him, who was 
dearer to me than all the princes in the 
world. 

‘ While I'was happily engaged in 
thefe ravifhing parties, my litrle lord 
was employed in efforts to recover his 
health by rettoratiyes, and I know not 
what; for he ftill lamented the enfee- 
bling effetts of his paffion, and com- 
plained that he loved me more like an 
angel than a woman, though he ftrove 
to govern his affection according to 
the doétrines of the Chriftian religion, 
as he regulated his life by the maxims 
of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. 
The meaning of this declaration I 
could never learn; and, indeed, I have 
been often tempted to believe he had 
no meaning at all. 1 

‘ Be that as it will, I found my fize 
vifibiy increafing, and my fiuation 
extremly unealy, on account of the 
perpetual wrangling which prevailed 
betwixt us, in confequence of his de- 
firing to fleep with me again, after we 
had parted beds for the fecond times 
and, that I might be no longer expofed 
to fuch difagreable perfecution, I re- 
folved to leave him, though at tie ha- 
zard of my lite. 

© Thus determined, I went to the 
Britifh ambaffadorinahackney-coach; 


and, in order to difguife my youth, — 


which might; have prepoffeifed. him 
againit my judgment, muffled myfelf 
up in a black hood, which (as he iaid) 
inftead of ending an air of gravity to 
my countenance, added a wildne(s to 
my looks, which was far from being 
difagreeable. He had been a gallant 
man in his youth, and even then, 
though well ftricken in years, was not 
infenfible to the power of beauty. 
This difpofition, perhaps, rendered 
him more favourable to my caule, 
though he at firit advifed me to return 
to my hufband; but finding me obfti- 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
e 
‘ 
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nate, he undertook to ferve mein my 
own. way, and procure a proteciop 
from the French king, by virtue of 
which, I could live at Paris unmo- 
lefted by my lord. _ Nevertthelefs, he 
advifed me (if I was determ ned* to 
leave him).to make the belt of ny way 
to England, and fue for a divorce, ¥, 
‘I relifhed his opinion, and conceal- 
ed myfelf about three days in Paris, 
during which [ borrowed fome. linen; 
for, as it was impoffible to convey any 
thing out' of iny own houfe without 
fufpicion, I had neither cloaths for 
my accommodation, nor a fervant to 
wait on nie. 


: © In this folitary condition I took 
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the road to Flanders, after I had put 
my lord upon a wrong {cent, by writ- 
ing a letter to him, dated at Caiais, 
and travelled’ through an unknown 
country, without any other attendant 
than the pottilion, being fubjected 
to this convenience by the laws of 
France, which are fo fevere in fome 
particulars, that if any perfoa had 
been apprehended with! me, he would 
have fuffered death, for going.off with 
a man’s wife; though any man might 
go to bed with the famie woman, with- 
out fear of incurring any legal punifh- 
ment. 

‘ I proceeded night and day without 
intermiffion, that I might the fooner 
reach Flanders, where I knew I fhould 
be fafe: and as the nights were excef- 
fively cold, I was fain to wrap myfelf 
up in flannel, which I bought for the 
purpofe, as I had no cloaths to keep 


-me warm, and travelled in an open 


chaife. While we paffed through 
dreary woods, quite remote from the 
habitations of men, I was not without 
apprehenfion of being ftripped and 
murdered by the pottilion; and in.all 
probability, owed my fafety to the 
indigence of my appearance, which 
might alfo proteét me in two miferable 
places where I was obliged to lie, be- 
fore I got out of the territories of 
France; for, as I could not reach the 
great towns where I intende:! to lodge, 
I was under the neceffity of petting 
up at little wretched hovels, where no 
provifion was to be had, but four 
brown bread, and fourer cheefe ;*and 
every thing feemed to denote the dens 
of defpair and affaffination. 
‘ I made fhift, however, to fubfitt on 
this fare, uncomfortable as it was 5 
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confided in the meannefs of my equi- 
page for the fecurity of my perfon; 
and at length arriving at Bruffels, fix- 
ed my quarters in in the Hotel de 
Flandre ({o well known to the Englith 
fince) where I thought myfelf ex- 
.tremely happy in the accomplifhment 
of my flight. 

¢ Thad not been full two days in this 
place, when I was bleffed with the 
fight of my lover, who followed me 
on the wings of love, in purfuance of 
the plan we had projeéted before my 
departure from Paris. Here we con- 
certed meafures for proceeding toEng- 
land. I hired a tall, fine Liegeoife 
for a maid ; aud fetting out for Oftend, 
we embarked in a veflel, in which Mr. 
S-—~ had befpoke our paffage. Our 
voyage was flhort and profperous, and 
the tine moft agreeably {pent in the 
company of my dear partner, who was 
a moft engaging man in all refpetts, 
as I dare fay my Lady O has 
fince found him. ‘ 

« I aflumed a fidtitious name, took 
private lodgings in Poland Street, re. 
tained lawyers, and commenceda fuit 
for feparation againft my lord. I 
communicated the reafons of my elope- 
ment to my father, who was fhocked 
and furprized at my conduét, which 
he condemned with expreffions of for. 
tow and refentment. But the ftep 
was taken; nor did I repent of what 
I had done, except on his account. 

* In the morning after my arrival at 
London, I waited upon the lord chief 
juftice, to whom I complained of the 
ufage I had received from my lord, 
whofe temper was teazing, tirefome, 
and intolerably-capricious. Indeed, 
his behaviour was a ftrange compound 
of madnefs and folly, feafoned with a 
finall proportion of fenfe: no wonder, 
then, that I, who am hot and hafty, 
fhould be wretched, under the perfe- 
cution of fuch a perverfe humourift, 
who ufed to terrify me, and fcold at 
* me the whole night without intermif- 
* fion, and fhake my pillow from time 
‘to time, that J might not fleep, while 
“ hetormented me with his difagreeable 
* expoftulations. J have been often 
“ frightened almolt out of my fenfes, at 
* feeing him convulfed with the moft 
* umreafonable paffion; and chagrined 
* to the highelt degree of difgyft, to 
‘ find, (by repeated obfervation) his 
‘ difpofition fo prepofterous, that his 
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‘ fatisfa@tion and difpleafure never de- 
* pended upon the caufe he had to be 
‘ fatisfied or difobliged; but, on the 
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contrary, when he had moft reafon ta 
be pleafed, he was always moft dif- 
contented, and very often in good- 
humour, when he had reafon enough 
for vexation. : 
‘ While I lived in Poland Street, I 
was engaged with lawyers, and fo 
often vifited by my father, that I could 
not dedicate my whole time, as ufual, 
to my lover; nor was it convenient 
that he fhould be feen in my com- 
pany; he therefore took a {mall houfe 
at Cambcrwell, whither I went as 
often as I had an opportunity; and 
maintained the correfpondence with 
fuch eagernefs and induftry, that al- 
though I was fix months gone with 
child, I have often, by myfelf, fet out 
for his habitation in a hackney-coach 
at eleven o’clock at night, and return: 
ed by fix in the morning, that | might 


be in my own bed, when my fa- 


ther came to tee me; for I concealed 
my amour, as well as the effects of it, 
from his knowledge, and trequent]; 

took water from the Bridge, that my 
motions might not be difcovered. 

Nothing but. the moft paffionate love 
could have fupported my {pirits under 
fuch viciffitudes of fatigue, or enabled 
iny admirer to {pend whole days by 
himfelf in fuch a folitary retirement. 

‘’ By this time, my lord was arrived 
in England, and employed in difcover- 
ing the place of my retreat; fo that 
I lived in continual alarm, and pro- 
vided myfelf with a fpeaking-trumpet, 
which ftood by my bed-tide, to be 
ufed in calling for affiftance, in cafe 
my purfuer fhould make an attack 
upon my lodgings. » : 

© This fituation being extremely un- 
comfortable, I had no fooner began 
my procefs againft him, than I put 
myfelf entirely under the protection cf 
Mr. S——, who conduéted me to the 
houfe of a friend of his who lived in 
the country, where I was fecure from 
the attempts of my hufband. 

‘ The world had now giyen me up, 
and I renounced the world with the 
moft perfe€t refignation. I weighed 
in my own breait what I fhould tofe 
in point of character, with what I fuf- 
fered in my peace at home, and found, 
that my reputation was not to be pre- 


€ ferved, except at the expence of my 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


quiet, (for his lordthip was not dif- 
pofed to make me eafy, had I been 
ever fo difcreet.) I therefore deter- 
mined to give up a few ceremonial 
vifits, and empty profeffions, fcr the 
more fubftantial enjoyments of life. * 
‘ ‘We paffed our time very agreeably, 
in various atnufements, with this 
friend of :Mr.S , until the term 
of my reckoning was almoft expired, 
then returned to London, and- took 
lodgings in Southampton Street, where 
I began to make preparations for the 
approaching occafion. Here I pro- 
pofed to live with the utmoft circum- 
I difguifed my name, faw 
nobody but my lawyer and lover, and 
never approached the window, left I 
fhould be difcovered by accident. 
* Notwithftanding thefe precautions, 
my French maid, whom I had fent for 
fome of my cloaths, was dogged in 
her return, and next morning my lord 
teck my lodgings by ftorm. Had he 
given the affault in his own perfon 
only, I make no doubt but he would 
have fuffered a repulfe, from the op- 
pofition of the Liegeoife, who made all 
the refiftance in her power, but was 
obliged to give way to fuperior number. 
¢ I was at that time a-bed, and hear- 
ing an unufual noife below, rung my 


-bell; in order to know the caule of 


fuch difturbance. I drew my curtain 
at the fame time, and who fhould I fee 
entering my chamber but his lordfliip, 
attended by a conftable, and the foot- 
man whiohad difcovered my retreat! 

‘ Such an unexpected vifit could not 
fail to affeét me with furprize and con- 
fternation : however, I fummoned all 
my fortitude to my aid, and perceiving 
the fellows were about to open my 
window: fhutters, defired their princi- 
pal to order them down ftairs. He 
readily complied with my requelt, 
and fitting down by my _ bed-fide, 
told me-with an air of triumph, that 
he had found me at laft; and I frank- 


ly ownéd, that I was heartily forry » 


for his fuccefs. Inftead of upbraid- 
ing me with my éfcape, he proceed= 
ed to entertain’ me with all the news 
in town, and gave me a minute detail 
of every thing which had happened to 


him fince cur parting; among other 


articles of intelligence, giving me to 
underftand, that he had challenged 
Mr. § » who refufed to fight him, 
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and was in difgrace with the Prince 
of W—— on that account. 

* But here his lordfhip did not ftri&t- 
ly adhere to the naked truth: he had, — 
indeed, before our departure from the 
country, gohe to my lover, and in- 
fitted upon having fatisfaétion in 
Hyde Park, two days from the date 
of his demand, and at three o'clock 


.in the afternoon: S—-——,. believing 


him inearneft, accepted the invitation; 
though he obferved, that thefe affairs 
could not be difcuffled too foon, and 
wifhed the time of meeting might be 
at an earlier hour, But his lordfhip — 
did not chufe toalter the circumf{tances 
of his firft propofal; and when he 
went away, faid he ¢hould expeét him 
at the appointed time and place, if it _ 
did not rain. . 
© His antagonift gave me ah account 
of the converfation, when I afluyred 
him the whole bufinefs would end in 
fmoke. Accordingly, my lord fent 
him a letter on Monday; defiring that 
the affignation might be deferred till 
Thurfday, that he might have time to 
fettle his affairs, and pay S=+ an 
hundred pounds, which he had for- 
merly borrowed of him. When Thurf« 
day came, he was favoured with an- 
other epiftle, importing, that the chal- 
lenger had changed his mind, and 
would feek fatisfa€tion at law. Thus 
ended that heroick exploit, which his 
lordfhip now boafted of with fuch ar~ 
rogant mifreprefentation. 

‘ Whilft he regaled me with thefe in- 
terefting particulars, Twas contriving 
a fcheme to fruftrate the difcovery he 
had made: fo that I did not contra 
dict his affertions, but told him, that 
if he would go down ftairs, I would 


-rife and come to breakfaft. He con- 


fented to this, propofal with -great 
chearfulnefs; and I own, I was not a 
little furprized to find him, at this firft 
interview, in as good a humour, as if 
nothing had happened to interrupt the. 
felicity of ourthatrimonial union. 
‘ It coft me fome invention to con-_ 
ceal my condition from his notices 
being now within a week of the ex- 
pected crifis: but I knew I had to do 
with a man of no great penetrations 
and fucceeded in my attempt accord - 
ingly. We breakfaited with great 
harmony, and I invited him to dinner, 
after having prevailed upon him to 
Kk * fend 
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£ ferd away his myrmidéns, whom, 
© neverthelefs, he ordered to return at 
£ eleven o'clock at night. We con- 
‘ verfed together with great gaiety and 
*.mirth. When [rallied him for vifit- 
“ing me in fuch adifhabille, he ttood 
‘.a tiptoe to view himfelf in the glafs; 
“ and owning I was in the right, faid 
* he would go and drefs himicif before 
€ dinner. . 

‘ He accordingly went away, charg- 
‘ ing my maid to give him entrance at 
‘his return; and he was no fooner 
« gone than I wrote to Mr. & » giv- 
* ing him an-account of what had hap- 
‘ pened. Then, without having deter- 
« mined upon any certain plan, I hud- 
« died on my cloaths, muffled myfelf 
* up, and calling 'a chair, went to the 
¢ next tavern, where I tiayed no longer 
‘ than was tufficient to change my ve- 
¢ hicle; and, to the attonifhment of the 
‘ drawers, who could not conceive the 
‘meaning of my perturbation, pro- 
© ceeded toa fhop in the neighbourhood, 
« where I difmiffed my fecond chair, 
¢ and procured a. hackney-coach, in 
‘ which I repaired to the lodgings of my 
‘lawyer, whom I could truft. Having 
« made him acquainted with the cir- 
© cumitances of my diftrefs, and con- 
‘ fulted him about a proper place of 
‘ retreat, ‘after fome recollection he di- 
« rected me to a little houfe in a court, 
* towhich, by the afiiftance of my lover, 
‘my woman and cloaths were fafely 
‘ conveyed that fame evening. 

« My lord, however, came to dinner, 
¢ according to invitation, and did not 
¢ feem at all alarmed when my maid 
-€ told him I was gone; but ftepped to 
© my lawyer, to know if he thought I 
* fhould return. Upon his anfwering in 
© the afirmative, and advifing his lord- 
‘ fhip to go back in the mean time, 
¢ and eat the dinner I had provided, he 
© very deliberately took his advice, made 
¢ a very hearty meal, drank his bottle 
© of wine, and as I did not return ac- 
“ cording to his expectation, withdrew, 
“ in order to confult his affociates. 

‘ This motion of his furnifhed my 
¢ woman with an opportunity of mak- 
‘ ing her retreat; and when he returned 
« at night, the coaft was clear, and he 
‘ found nobody in the houle but a por- 
¢ ter, who had been left to take care of 
‘ the furniture. He was fo enraged at 
‘ this difappointment, that he made a 
.¢ furious noife, which raited the whole 
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neighbourhood, reinforced his crew 
with the authority of a juftice of the 
peace, tarried in the ftreet till three 
o'clock in the morning, difcharged 
a lodging he had hired at a barber’s 
fhop oppofite to the houfe from which 
I had efcaped, and retired with the 
comfortable reflection of having done 
every thmg which man could do to 
retrieve me. = : 
* ©The hurry of fpirits and furprize I 
had undergone in effeCting this retreat, 
produced fuch a diforder in my con- 
ftitution, that I began to fear I fhould 
be delivered before I could be pro- 
vided with neceffaries for the: occa- 
fon. I fignified my apprehenfion to 
Mr: S——, who, with infinite care 
and concern, endeavoured to find a 
more convenient place; and, after all 
his enquiries, was obliged to fix upon 
a paltry apartment in the city, though 
his tendernefs was extremely fhacked 
at the neceffity of chufing it. How- 
ever, there was no remedy, nor time 
to be loft: tothis miferable habitation 
I was carried in a hackney-coach ; 
and though extremely ill, bore my 
fate with fpirit and refignation, in 
teftimony of my fincere and indelible 
attachment to my lover, for whofe 
eafe and pleafure I could have fuffered 
every inconvenience, and even facri-. 
ficed my life. 
* Immediately after I had taken pof- 
feflion of my wretched apartment, I 
was conftrained by my indifpofition 
to go to bed, and fend for the necef- 
fary help; and in a few hours a liv- 
ing pledge of my love and indifcretion 
faw the light ; though the terrors and 
faticue I had undergone had affected 
this little innocent fo feverely, that it 
{carce difcovered any vifible figns of 
life. , 
‘ My gricf at this misfortune was 
inexpreflible: I forthwith difpatched 
a meflage to the dear, the anxious fa- 
ther, who flew to my arms, and fhared 
iny forrow, with all the gentlenefs of 
love and parental fondnefs; yet our 
fears were (for that time) happily dif- 
appointed by the recovery of our in- 
fant daughtcr, who was committed to 
the charge of a nurfe in the neigh- 
bourhcod; fo that I could every day 
‘ be fatisfied in my enquiries about her 
‘health. Thus I continued a whole 
‘ fortnight in a ftate of happinefs and 
tranquillity, being bleffed with the 
‘ converfation 
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converfation and tender offices of my 
admirer, whofe love and attention I 
wholly engroffed. In a word, he gave 
up all bufinefs and amufement, and 
concentered all his care and affiduity 
in miniftring to my eafe and fatis- 
faction. And fure I had no caufe to 
regret what I had fuffered on his ac- 
count! ’ 

‘¢ But this my agreeable fituation was 
one day difturbed by a moft alarming 
accident, by which my life was drawn 
The room 
under my bed-chamber took fire; I 
immediately fmelled it, and faw the 
people about me in the utmoft per- 
plexity and confternation, though they 
would not own the true caufe of their 
confufion, left my health fhould fuffer 
in the fright. Neverthelefs, I was fo 
calm in my enquiries, that they ven- 
tured to tell me my fufpicion was but 
too juft: upon which I gave fuch 
directions as I thought would fecure 
me from catching cold, in cafe there 
fhould be a neceffity for removing me; 
but the fire bring happily extinguith- 
ed, I efcaped that ceremony, which 
might have coft me my life. Indeed 
it was furprizing, that the agitation 
of my fpirits did not produce foie 
fatal effe&t upon my conititution ; and 
I looked upon my deliverance as the 
protection of a particular Providence. 
‘ Though I efcaped the hazard of a 
fudden removal, I found it was high 
time to change my lodgings, becaufe 
then eighbours rufhing into the houle, 
upon the alarm of fire, had difcovered 
my fituation, though they were igno- 
rant of my name; and I did not think 
myfelf fafe in being the fubjeét of 
theirconjectures. Mr.S therefore 


procured another apartment, with bet-. 


ter accommodation, to which I was 
carried, as foon as my health would 
admit of my removal ; and foon after 
my lord wrote to me by the hands of 
my lawyer, earneftly intreating me to 
drop my profecution, and come home. 
But I would not comply with his 
reque(t ; and nothing was farther from 
my intention tlran the defire of receiv- 
ing any favours at his hands. 

‘ ‘hus repulfed, he fet on foot a molt 
accurate fearch for my perfon; in the 
courfe of which he is faid to have de- 
tected feveral ladies and young girls, 
whe had reafons for keeping them- 
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felves concealed; and had jike to have’. 
been very feverely handled for his im- 
pertinent curiofity. Being unfuceels- 
ful in ali his attempts, he entered into 
a treaty with one Sir R—H—, a 
perfon of a very indifferent charafter, 
who undertook to furnifh him with an 
infallible expedient to difcover the- 
place of my abode, if he would gra~ 
tify him with a bond for a theufand 
pounds; which being executed ac- 
cordingly, this worthy knight adver- 
tifed me and my maid in the publick 
papers, offering one hundred pounds 
as a reward to any perfon who fhould 
difclofe the place of our retirement. 

‘ As foon as the paper fell into my 
hands, I was again involved in per= 
plexity; and being afraid of ftayinge 
in town, refolved, with the concur= 
rence of my lover, to accept of an in- 
vitation I had received from the Duke 
» who had by this time 
arrived in England, with that lady 
whom I have already mentioned, as 
one of our parties at Paris. Having 
vifited my little infant, I next day 
fet out for the duke’s country-feat, 
which is a moft elegant chateau, and 
ftands in a charming fituation: Mr. 
S followed in a few days ; we met 
with a cordial reception; his grace 
was civil and good-natured, lived no- 
bly, and Joved pleafure; Madam La 
T—— wa’ formed to pleafe: therewas 
always a great deal of good company 
in the houfe; fo thdt we paffed our 
time agreeably in playing at billiards 
and cards, hunting, walking, read 
ing, and converfation. 

‘ But my-terms of happinefs were 
generally of fhort duration. In the 
midft of this felicity I was overtaken 
by a molt fevere affii€tion, in the death 
of my dear haplefs infant, who had 
ingrofled a greater fhare of my ten- 
dernefs, than perhaps I even fhould 
have paid to the offspring of a legitimate 
contraét, becaufe the circum(tance of 
her birth would have been an infur- 


‘mountable misfortune to her through 


the whole courfe of her life, and ren- 
dered her abfolutely dependent on my 
love and protection, 

© Whilt I fill lamented the untime- 
ly fate of this fair blofforn, Lord —-—. 
came down, and demanded me as his 
wife; but the fuit which I then main- 
taiaed againit Knn deprived bin, a 
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the prefent, of a hufband’s right; and 


therefore the duke would not deliver 
-me into his hands. 


« In fix months he repeated his vifit 
and demand; and an agreement was 
patched up, in cenfequence of which 
T confented to live in the fame houfe 
with him, on condition that he fhould 
never defire to fieep with me, or take 
any other meafure to difturb my peace; 
otherwife I fhould be at liberty to 
leave him again, and intitled to the 
provifion of a feparate maintenance. 
To thefe articles I affented, by the 
advice of my lawyers, with a view of 
obtaining the payment of my pin- 
money, which I had never received 
fince our parting, but fubfifted on the 
fale of my jewels, which were very 
confiderable, and had been prefented 
to me with full power of alienation. 
As to my lover, he had no fortune to 
fupport me; and for that reafon I 
was fcrupuloufly cautious of aug- 
menting his expence. : 
‘ We had now enjoyed each other’s 
company for three years, during which 
our mutual paffion had fuffered no 
abatement, nor had my happinefs been 
mixed with any confiderable allay, 
except that late ftroke of Providence 
which I have already mentioned, and 
the reflection of the forrow that my 
conduét had entailed upon my dear 
father, whom I loved. beyond ex- 
preffion, and whom: nothing could 
have compelled me to difoblige, but a 
more powerful flame, that prevailed 
over every other confideration. As 
T was now forced to break off this in- 
chanting correfpondence, it is not to be 


doubted that our parting coft us-the 


moft acute fenfations of grief and dif- 
appointment. However, there was no 
remedy: I tore myfelf from his arms, 
took my leave of the family, after 
having acknowledged my obligations 
to the duke, and fet out for the place 
of rendezvous; where I was met by 
my lord, attended by a ftteward whom 
he had lately engaged, and who was 
one chief caufe of our future fepara- 
tions. My lord having quitted his 
houfe in town, conduéted me to his 
lodgings in Pall Mall, and infifted 
upon fleeping with me the firft night; 
but I refufed to gratify his defire, on 
the authority of our agreement. 

* This difpute produced a quarrel, in 
confequence of which I attempted to 
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© leave the houfe. He endeavouring té 
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prevent my retreat, I fairly locked 
him in, ran down ftairs, and calling 
a hackney-coach, made the beft of my 
way into the city, to my father’s lodg- 
ings, where I lay, the family being in 
town, though he himfelf was in the 
country. I wrote to him immediately, 
and when he came to London, de- 
clared my intention of feparating from 
my lord; in which, feeing me obfti- 
nate and determined, he at length 
acquiefced, and a formal feparation 
accordingly enfued, which at that time 
I thought binding and immutable. 

‘IT was now fheltered under the wings 
of an indulgent father, who had taken 
me into favour again, on the fuppo- 
fition that my commerce with Mr. 
S- was abfolutely atan end. Ne- 
verthelefs, though we had feparated 
in all appearance, for ever, we had 
previoufly agreed to maintain our 
correfpondence in private interviews, 
which fhould efeape the notice of the 
world, with which I was again oblig- 
ed to keep fome imeafures. 

‘ Our parting at.the Duke of K—"s 
houfe in the country was attended 
with all the genuine marks of fincere 
and reciprocal affection, and I lived 
in the {weet hope of feeing him again, 
in all the tranfport of his former paf- 
fion; when my lawyer, who received 
my letters, brought me a billet one 
night, ju(t as I had gone to bed, See-- 
ing the fuperfcription of S——’s hand- 
writing, I opened it with all the im- 
patience of an abfent lover: but how 
fhall I defcribe the aftonifhment and 
confternation with which I was feized, 
when I perufed the contents! Inftead 
of the mott tender vows and protefta- 
tions, this fatal epittle began with, 
Madam, the beft thing you can do is 
to return to your father; or fome 
cold and killing expreffion, to that 
effect. 

‘ Heaven and earth! what did I feel 
at this dire conjunéture ! The light 
forfook my eyes; a cold fweat be- 
dewed my limbs; and I was over- — 
wheln:ed with fuch a torrent of forrow 
and furprize, that every body prefent 
believed I would have died under the 
violent agitation. They endeavoured 
to fupport my fpirits with repeated 
draughts of ftrong liquor, which had 
no fenfible effec upon my conftitution, 
though for eight whole years I had 
: ‘drank 
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drank nicthing ftrorger than water ; 
and I muft have infallibly perifhed in 
the firft extafy of my grief, had it not 
made it’s way in a fit of tears and ex- 
clamation, in which I continued all 
night, to the amazement of the fami- 
ly, whom my condition had alarmed, 
and raifed from their repofe. My fa- 
ther was the only perfon who gueffed 
the caufe of my-affliétion : he faid he 
was fure I had‘reccived fome ill-ufage 
in a letter or meflage from that rafcal 
S——~, (fo he termed him, in the bit- 
ternefs of paffion.) 
« At mention of that name my agony 
redoubled to fuch a degree, that all 
who were prefent wept at fight of my 
deplorable condition. My poor fa- 
ther fhed a flood of tears, and conjur- 
ed me to tell him the caufe of my dif- 
viet: upon which, rather than con- 
fete the truth, J amufed his concern, 
by pretending that my lover was ill. 
The whole family heving ftayed by 


‘me till I was a little more compofed, 


left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the morn- 
ing; but I enjoyed noreft: I reyolv- 
ed every circumitance of my condué, 
endeavouring to find out the caule of 
this fatal change in S-——’s difpofi- 
tion; and as I could recollect nothing 
which could juftly give offence, con- 
cluded that fome malicious perfons 
had abufed his ears with ftories to my 
prejudice. 

€ With this conjecture I got up, and 
fent my lawyer to him with a letter, 
wherein I infifted upon feeing him, 
that I might have an opportunity of 
juttifying myfelf im perfon; a tafk 
which would be eafily performed, as I 
had never offended, but in loving too 
well. I waited with the moft anxious 
impatiencé for the return of my mef- 
fenger, who brought me an anfwer 
couched in the coldeft terms of civi- 
lity which indifference could dictate ; 
acknowledging, however, that he had 
nothing to lay to my charge, but that 
it was for the good of us both we 
fhould part. He ought to have re- 
flected on that before, not after I had 
facrificed my all for his love. I was 
well nigh diftraéted by this confirma- 
tion of his inconftancy ; and I wonder 
to this day how I retained the ufe of 
reafon, under fuch circumftances of 
horror and defpair. My grief laid 
afide all decorum and reftraint ; I told 
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my father that S—— was dying, and 
that I would vifit him with all expe- 
dition. 
‘ Startled at the propofal, this care- 
ful parent demonftrated the fatal confe- 
quence of fuch an unguarded ftep, re- 
minded me of the difficulty with which 
he had prevailed upon my mother and 
uncle toforgive my formerimprudence, 
obferved that his intention was to car- 
ry me into the country next day, in 
order to effeét a perfect reconciliation; 
but now I was on the brink of for- 
feiting all pretenfions to their regard, 
by committing another fatal error, 
which could not poffibly be retrieved; 
and that for his part, whatever pang's 
it might coft him, he was refolved 
to banifh me from his fight for ever. 
¢ While he uttered this declaration, 
the tears trickled down his cheeks, and 
he feemed overwhelmed with the keen- 
eft forrow and mortification; fo it may 
beeafily conceived what were.the im- 
preffions of my grief, reinforced with 
the affliftion of a father whom I dear- 
ly loved, and the confcioufnefs of be- 
ing the caufe of all his difquiet ! I was 
ftruck dumb with remorfe and woe ; 
and when I recovered theufe of {peech, 
I told him how fenfible I was of his 
great goodnefs and humanity, and 
owned how little I deferved his favour 
and affeétion; that the fenfe of my 
own unworthinefs was one caufe of 
my prefent diftrattion ; for fuch was 
the condition of my fate, that I mut 
either fee S——— or die. I faid, though 
I could no expeét his forgivenefs, I 
was furely worthy of his compaffion ;. 
that nothing but the moft irrefiltible 
paffion could have mifled me at firft 
from my duty, or tempted me to in- 
cur the leaft degree of his difpleafure; 
that the fame fatal influence: ttill pre- 
vailed, and would, in all probability, 
continue to the grave, which was the 
only abode in which I hoped for 
peace. 
‘ While I expreffed myfelf in this 
manner, my dear good father wept 
with the moft tender fympathy ; and 
faying I-might do as I pleafed, for 
he had done with me, quitted the 
room, leaving me to the cruel fenfa- 
tions of my own heart, which almoft 
burfted with anguifh, upbraiding me 
with a fault which I could not help 
committing. 
‘ I immediately hired a chariot and 
. * fix, 
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fix, and would have fet out by myfelf, 
had not my father’s affe€tion, which 
all my errors could not efface, provid - 
ed an attendant. He faw me quite de- 
Mwious and defperate; and therefore 
engaged a relation of my own to ac- 
company and take care of me in this 
rafh expedition. 

* During this journey, which laf- 
ed two days, I felt no remiffion of 
grief and anxiety, but underwent 
the moft intclerable ferrow and fu- 
fpenfe: at laft we arrived at a little 
houfe, called the Hut, on Salifbury 
Plain, where, in the molt frantick 
agitation, I wrote a letter to S—-—-, 
deferibing the miferable condition to 
which I was reduced by his unkind- 
nefs, and defiring to fee him, with the 
moft earneft iclicitations. 

¢ This billet I committed to the care 
of my attendant, and laid ftrong in- 


junctions upon him to tell Mr. S——, - 


my injuries were fo great, and my 
defpair fo violent, that if he did not 
favour me with a vifit, I would go to 
him, though at his fifter’s houfe, where 
he then was. 

*-He received my meflage with great 


coldnefs, and told my friend, that if . 


I would return to London without in- 
fiiting upon the interview I demanded, 
he would in a little time follow me to 
town, and every thing fhould be amt- 
eably adjufted ; but when the meffen- 
ger aflured him, that I was too much 
iranfported with grief to hear of fuch 
a propofal, he contented to meet me 
in the middle of Salifbury Plain, that 
we might avoid all obfervation: and 
though I was little able to walk, J fet 
out on foot for the place of affignation, 
my companion following at a {mall 


diftance, 


* When I faw him leading his horfe 
down the hill, I colleéted all my for- 
titude, and advanced to him with all 
the {peed I could exert ; but when I 
nrade an effort to fpeak, my tongue 
denied it s cftice ; and fo lively was the 
expreffion of unutterable forrow in my 
countenance, that his heart (hard as 
it was) melted at fight of my fuffer- 
ings, which he well knew proceeded 
from the fincerity of my love. At 
length I recovered the ufe of {peech, 
enough to tell him, that I was come 
to take my leave; and when I would 
have proceeded, my voice failed me 
agai: but, after a confiderable paule, 
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I ‘found means, with great difficulty, 
to let him know how fenfible I was 
of my own incapacity to retrieve his 
loft affections ; but that I was willing 
(if poffible) to retain his efteem, of 
which, could I be affured, I would 
endeavour to compofe myfelf; that I 
was determined to leave the kingdom, 
becaufe I could not bear the fight of 
thofe places where we had been fe 
happy in our mutual love; and that, 
till my departure, I hoped he would 
vifit me fometimes, that I might, by 
degrees, wean myfelt from bis com- 
pany; for I fhould not be able to fur- 
vive the thock of being deprived of 
himzall at once. a 
‘ This addrefs may feem very hum- 
ble to an unconcerned obferver; but 
love will tame the proudeft difpofition, 
as plainly appeared in my cafe; for 
I had naturally as much fpirit, or 
more, than the generality of people 
have. Mr.& was fo much con- 
founded at the manner of my beha- 
haviour, that he {carce knew what 
anfwerto make; for (as he afterwards 
owned). he expeéted to hear himfelf 
upbraided; but he was not proof 
againft my tendernefs. After fome 


hefitation, he faid he never meant to 


forfake me entirely, that his afteétion 
was {till unimpaired, and that he 
would follow me diregtly to London. 
I impofed upon myfelf, and believed 
what he faid, becaufe I could not bear 
to think of parting with him for ever, 
and returned to town in a more tran- 
quil {tate of mind than that in which 
I had left my father, though my heart 
was far from being at eafe; my fears 
being ingenious enough to forefee, that 
I fhould never be able to overcome his 
indifference. . ; 

‘JI took lodgings in Mount Street ; 
and my maid having difpofed of her- 
felf in marriage, hired another, who 
fupplied her place very much to my 
fatisfation: fhe was a good girl, had 
a -particular attachment to me, and 
for many years, during. which » fhe 
lived in my fervice, was indefangably 
afliduous in contributing to my eafe, 
or rather, in alleviating my affisction: 
for, though S——— came up to town 
according to promife, and renewed a 
fort of correfpondence with me for the 
{pace of five months, his complaifance 
would extend no farther; and he ga 
me to underltand, that he had deter- 


¢ mined 
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* mined to go abroad with Mr. V—, 
* whom he accordingly accompanied in 
© his envoying to D——n. | ' 
~* JT underftood the real caufe of this 
expedition, which, notwithftanding his 
oaths and’ proteftations of unabated, 
love and regard, I conftrued into a 


nor could the repeated affurances I re- 

ceived from him in letters, mitigate 

the anguifh and mortification that 

preyed upon my heart. .I therefore 

gave up all hopes of recovering the, 
happinefs I had loft :“I told him on the. 
eve of his departure, that he might 

exercife his gallantry a great while, 

before he would meet with my fellow, 

in point of fincerity and love; for I 

would rather have been a fervant in’ 
his houfe, with the privilege of feeing 

him, than the Queen of England de- 

barred of that pleafure. 

© When he took his leave, and went 

down ftairs, I fhrunk at every ftep he, 

made, as if a new wound had been in- 

fligted upon me; and whenTI heard 

the door fhut behind him, my heart 

died within me. (I had the fatisfac- 

tion to hear afterwards, he lamented | 
the lofs of me prodigioufly, and that, 

he had never been fo happy fince.) I 

fat down to write a letter, in which I 

forgave his indifference, becaufe I 

knew the affections are altogether in-. 

voluntary, and wifhed him all the 

happinefs he deferved. I then walked 

up and down the room in the moft 

reftlefs anxiety, was put to bed by my 

maid, rofe at fix, mounted my horfe, 

and rode forty miles, in order to fa- 

tigue myfelf, that I might next night 

enjoy fome repofe. ‘This exercife I 

daily underwent for months together ; 

and when it did not anfwer my pur-~ 
pofe, I ufed to walk round Hyde Park 

im the evening, when the place was 

quite folitary, and unvifited by any, 

other human creature. 

‘In the courfe of this melancholy per- 

ambulation, I was one day accofted 

by a very great man, who, after the 

firft falutation, afked whether or not 

my intercourfe with $—-— was at an 

end; and if I had any allowance from 

my hufband. To the firft of thefe 

queftions, I replied in the affirmative; 
and to the Jaft anfwered, that my lord 
* did not allow mea great deal; indeed 
¢ I might have truly faid nothing at all, 
* but I was too proud to own my indi- 
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¢ gence. He then exprefled his wonder, 
¢ how one like me, who had been ufed 
© to fplendour and affluence from my, 
€ cradle, could make fhift to live in my 
‘ prefent. narrow circumftances3 and 
‘when I told him that I could make.a 
‘ very good fhift, fo I had peace, he 
‘ feemed to lament my fituation, and 
¢ very kindly invited me to fap with his 
‘ wife at his houfe. I accepted the in- 
¢ yitation, without any apprehenfion of 
‘ the confequence; and when I went to 
‘ the place, was introduced into an 
“ apartment, magnificently lighted up, 
‘ I fuppofe, for my reception. “ 
‘ After I had ftayed alone for fome 
‘ time in this myfterious fituation, with 
‘ out feeing a living foul, my inviter 
* appeared, and faid, he hoped I would 
“ not take it amifs, that he and I were 
* to fup by ourfelves, as he had fome- 
‘ thing to fay, which could not be fa 
‘ properly communicated before coms 
pany or fervants. I then, for the firft 
* time, perceived his drift, to my nao 
© fmall furprize and indignation; and 
‘ with evident marks of difpleafure told 
‘ him, I was fure he had nothing, to 
‘ propofe that would be agreeable ta 
¢ my inclination, and that I would im- 
‘ mediately leave thehoufe. Upon which 
‘ he gave me to underfland, that I could 
* not poffibly retire, becaufe he had fent 
* away my chair, and all his fervants 
* were difpofed to obey his orders. 
¢ Incenfed at this declaration, which 
I confidered as an infult, I anfwered 
with an air of refolution, it was very 
well; I defpifed his contrivance, and 
was afraid of nobody. Seeing methus © 
alarmed; he affured me I had no rea- 
fon to be afraid; that he had loved me 
long, and could find no other opportu- 
nity of declaring his paffion. He faid, 
the queen had told him, that Lord 
had renewed his addrefies to mes 
and as he underftood from my own 
mouth, my correfpondencewith $ : 
was abfolutely broke off, he thought 
himfelf as well intitled as another to 
my regard. In econclufion, he told 
me, that I might command his purie, 
and that he had power enough to bring 
me into the world again with éclat. 
To thefe advances J replied, that he 
¢ was very much miftaken in his opi- 
€ nion of my character, if he imagined 
‘ I was to be won by any temptations 
© of fortune; and very frankly declar- 
‘ ed, that 1 would rather give myfelf 
LI te 


¢ 
6 
6 
é 
‘é 
6 
¢ 
¢ 
6 
¢ 
@ 
6 
‘6 
€ 
€ 
¢ 
¢ 
6 
€ 


266 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


* to a footman, than fell myfelf to a § it would be the moft reputable ftep 1 
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prince. . 

© Supper being ferved, we fat down 
together ; but I would neither eat nor 
drink any thing, except a little bread 
and water; for I was an odd whimfi- 
cal girl; and it came into my head, 


that he might, perhaps, haye mixed 


fomething in -the viétuals or wine, 
which would alter my way of think- 
ing. In fhort, finding himfelf baffled 
in all his endeavours, he permitted me 
about twelve o'clock to depart in peace, 
and gave up his fuit, as a defperate 
caufe. 

‘ This uncomfortable life did I lead 
for a whole twelvemonth, without 
feeling the leaft abatement of ‘my me- 
lancholy. ‘ Finding myfelf worn toa 
fkeleton, I refumed my former refo- 
lution of trying to profit by change of 
place, and actually went abroad with 
no’ other attendant but my woman, 
and the utmoft indifference for life. 
My intention was to have gone to the 
South of France, where I thought [ 
could have fubfifted on the little I had 


left, which amounted to’ five hundred 


pounds, until the iffue of my law-fuit, 
by which I hoped to obtain fome pro- 
vifion fom my lord; and, without all 


doubt, my expectation would have 


been an{wered, had I put this my plan 
in execution: but being at Paris, 
from whence I purpofed to fet for- 
ward in a few days, I fent to M. 


K——, who had been formerly in- . 


timate with my father, and fhewn me 
many civilities during my firft refi- 
dence in France. 

‘This gentleman favoured me with 
a vifit, and when I made him ac- 
quainted with my {cheme, diffuaded 
me from it, as an uncomfortable de- 
termination. He advifed me to ftay 
at Paris, where with good ceconomy, 
I could live as cheap as in any other 
place, and enjoy the converfation and 
countenance of my friends, among 
which number he declared himfelf 
one of the moft faithful. He affured 
me, that J fhould be always welcome 
to his table, and want for nothing. 
He promifed to recommend me as a 
lodger to a friend of his, with whom 
I would live in a frugal and decent 
manner; and obferved that, as the 
woman was well known and efteemed 


by all the Englifh company in Paris, 
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ledge of my indifcretion with $ 


could take, confidering my youth and 
fitiation, to lodge with a creditable 
perfon, who could anfwer for my con- 
duct. Thus perfuaded, I very fimply 
followed his advice; I fay, fimply, 
becaufe, notwithftanding his repre- 
fentations, I foon’ found my money 
melt away, without any profpect of a 
frefh fupply. In lieu of this, however, 
I pafled my time very agreeably in fe- 
veral Englifh, and fome French fami- 
lies; where, in a little time, I became. 
quite intimate, faw a great deal of 
company, and was treated with the, 
utmoft politenefs and regard: yet, in 
the midft of thefe pleafures, many a 
melancholy figh would mfe at the re- 
membrance of my beloved S , 
whom, for feveral years, I could not 
recolle&t without emotion ; but time, 
company, amufements, and change of. 
place, im a great meafure diffipated 


_thefe ideas, and enabled me to bear 
my fate with patience and refignation. 


¢ On my laft arrival at Paris, I was 
furrounded bya crowd of profeffed ad- 
mirers, who fighed and flattered in the 
ufual forms; but, befides that my 
heart was not yet in a condition to 
contract new engagements, I was pre-" 
poffeffed againft them all, by fuppofing 
that they prefumed upon the know- 


and therefore rejected their addreffes 
with deteftation and difdain; for, as 
T have already obferved, I was not to 
be won, but by the appearance of efteem 
and the moft refpeétful carriage; and 
though, by a falfe ftep, I had, in my 
own opinion, forfeited my title to the 
one, I was refolved to difcourage the 
advances of any man who feemed de. 
ficient in the other. 
« In this manner my lovers were, one 
by one, repulfed, almoft as foon as 
they prefented themfelves, and I pre- 
ferved the independence of my heart, 
until I became acquainted with a cer- 
tain peer, whom I often faw at the 
houfe of Mrs. P , an Englifh lady 
then refident at Paris. This young 
nobleman profeffed himfelf deeply 
enamoured of me, ina ftyle fo diffe- 
rent from that of my other admirers, 
that I heard his proteftations without 
difguft; and though my inclinations 
were ftill free, could not find in my 
heart to difcountenance his addreffes, 
© which 
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‘ which were préferred with the motft 
‘ engaging modefty, difintereftednefs, 
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and refpect. 

‘ By thefe never-failing arts, he gra- 
dually conquered my indifference, and 

ained the preference in my efteem 
com Lord C y and the Prince of 
C » who were at that time his 
rivals. But what contributed (more 
than any confideration) to his fuc- 
cefs, was his declaring openly, that he 
would marry me without hefitation, 
as foon as I could obtain a divorce 
from my prefent hufbard, which, in 
all probability, might have been eafily 
procured; for betore I left England, 
Lord had offered me five thou- 
fand pounds, if I would confent to 
‘fuch a mutual releafe, that he might 
be at liberty to efpoufe one Mails 
Ww: of Kent, to whom he then 
made loveupon honourable terms: but 
I was fool enough to refufe his propo- 
fal, by the advice of S—-— ; and whe- 
ther or not his lordfhip finding it im- 
practicable to wed his new miftrefs, 
began to make love upon another foot- 
ing, I know not; but certain it is, 
the mother forbade. him the houfe, a 
circumftance which he took {o hein- 
oufly ill, that he appealed to the 
world ina publick advertifement, be- 
ginning with, ‘* Whereas, for fome 


** time, I have pafhionately loved Milfs 


co OW. 


, and upon my not complying 


<¢ with the mother’s propofals, they have 
*‘ turned me out of doors; this is to 
66 juftify,” &c. . i 
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‘ This declaration, figned with his 
name, was actually printed in a number 
of detached advertifements, which he 
ordered to be diftributed to the pub- 
lick; and afterwards, being convinced 
by fome of his friends, that he had 
done a very filly thing, he recalled 
them at half a guinea a-piece. A 
copy of one of them was fent to me at 
Paris; and I believe my father has 
now one of the originals in his pof- 
fefion. After this wife vindication 
of his conduét, he made an attempt to 
carry off the lady from church by 
force of arms; but fhe was refcwed 
by the neighbours, headed by her bro- 
ther, who being an attorney, had like 
to have made his lordfhip fimart fevere- 
ly for this exploit. 

€ Meanwhile my new admirer had 
made fome progrefs in my heart; and 
my finances being exhausted, I was 
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reduced to the alternative of return- 
ing to Lord again, or accepting 
Earl B——"’s love... When my affairs 
were brought to that iffue, I made no 
hefitation in my choice, putting my- 
felf under the protection of a man of 
honour, whom I efteemed, rather than 
fuffer every fort of mortification from 
a perfon who was the abject of my 
abhorrence and contempt. From’ a 
miftaken pride, I chofe to live in Lord 
B——y’s houfe, rather than be main- 
tained at his expence in any other 
place. -We fpent feveral months agree- 
ably in balls and other diverfions, 
vifited Lord B———k, who lived at the 
diftance of a few leagues from Paris, 
and ftayed fome days at his houfe, 
where the entertainment’ was, in all 
refpects, delightful, elegant, and re- 
fined. Their habitation .was the 
rendezvous of the beft company in 
France; and Lady B——k maintain- 
ed the fame fuperiority in her own 
fex, for which her lord is fo juftly 
diftinguifhed among the men. 7 


- © About Chriftmas we fet: out for 


¢ 


England, accompanied by a little 
North Briton, who lived with Lord 
B as his companion, and did not 
at all approve of our correfponderice ; 
whether out of real friendfhip for his 
patron, or apprehenfion that in time I 
might fupercede his own influencé 
with my lord, I fhall not pretend to 


determine. Be that as it will, the 


froft was fo fevere, that we were de- 
tained ten days at Calais, before we 
could get out of the harbour; and 
during that time, I reflected ferioufly 
on what my new lover had propofed < 
as he was very young, and unacquaint- 
ed with the world, I thought my ftory 
might have efcaped him; and there- 
fore determined to give him a faith- 
ful detail of the whole, that he might 
not have any thing to reproach me 
with in the fequel: befides, I did not 
think it honett to engage him to do 
more for me than he might afterwards, 
perhaps, think I was worth. Ac- 
cordingly, I communicated to him 
every particular of my life; and the 
narration, far from altering his fenti- 
ments, rather confirmed his good opi- 
nion, by exhibiting an undoubted 
proof of my franknefs and fincerity. 
In fhort, he behaved with fuch gene- 
rofity, as made an abfolute eonqueft 
of my heart: but my. love was of a 

Liz © different 
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© different kind from that which had 
& formerly reigned within my _breait, 
¢ being founded upon the warmeft gra- 
© titude and efteem, exclufive of any 
¢ other confideration, though his perfon 
« was very agreeable, and his addrefs 
« engaging. wi . 
of When we arrived in England, I 
«went direétly to his ‘country- feat, 
© about. twelve miles -from London, 
* where he,foon joined me, and we lived 
« fome time in perfect retirement, his 
‘relations being greatly alarmed with 
© the apprehenfion that Lord———— would 
‘ -bring an, action againft’ him; , though 
‘. -he himfelf defired_nothing more, and 
« lived fo eafy under, that. expectation, 
« that, they foon laid .afide their fears on 
‘ his account. ~~ ro 
_3$ We were vifited by Mr. H——~ 
£ P——, a relation of my lord, and 
f.one Mr. R—— of 
€ with, the little, Scotchman, and ,.my 
« lover, made an agreeable fet, among 
¢:whom I enjoyed hunting, and ail 
* manner of country. diverfions. As.to 
6 Mr..H— B-——,.if ever there was 
‘a perfection in one, man, it-centered 
¢ in him;, or at leaft, he, of all the men 
*.J ever knew, approached. neareft.to 
« that idea which I had conceived of a 
‘ perfect character... He was both good 
«and great, poflefled an yncommon 
¢, genius, and the beft of hearts. Mir. 
¢ R-—- was.a very fociable man, had 
¢,a good perfon and cultivated under~- 
‘. ftanding; and my lord was exceffively 
¢ good-humoured ; ,fo.that, with fych 


¢ companions, no place could bedull - 


4 or infipid:. for my.own part, I con- 
“iduGed the familys; and as I endea- 
‘ ,voured to pleafe and make every body 
‘happy, I had the good fortune to fuc- 
*‘ ceed. Mr. B=-— told me, that bes 
© fore he faw me, he heard I was a fool ; 
‘.-but finding (as he was pleafed to fay) 
€ that I had been egregioufly milrepie- 
* fented, he courted my friendfhip, and 
sa correfpondence commenced between 
‘uss indeed, it was impéffible for any 
‘ perfon to know him, without enter- 
§, taining the utmoft efteem and yenera- 
¢ tion for his virtue. , 
. © After I had lived fome time in this 
£ agreeable retreat, my hufband began 
¢ to make a buftle; he fent a meflage, 
¢ demanding me from Lord B——; 
* then came in perfon, with his night- 
‘ cap in his pocket, imtending to. have 
§ flayed all night, had he been afked, 


tom 


of the guards ; who; 
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‘ and attended by a relation, whom 
‘ he affured that I was very ‘fond .of 
‘ him, and detained by force from his 

¢ arms. ; é 
‘ Finding himfelf difappointed in his 
expectations, he commenced a) law: 
fuit againft Lord .B-——, though not 
for a divorce, as we defired, but-with 
a view to reclaim me as his law. 
ful wife. His lawyers, however, at- 
tempted to prove criminal .converfa> 
tion, in hopes of -extorting money 
fron: my lover; but.their,endeavours 
-were altogether fruitlefs; for no fers 
vant of Lord B——’s or mine could 
-with juftice fay, we were ever feento 
trefpafs again{t modefty ‘and decorum 3 
fo that the plaintiff was'‘nonfyited. ° 
‘ While-this caufe was. depending, 
all my lover's friend’s .exprefled»fear 
and concern for the.iffue,-while’ he 
himfelt behaved with the utmoft refo= 
lution, and gave me.fuch convincing 
proofs of a ftrong and fteady affe&tion, 
as Augmented my gratitude, and riveté 
ted the ties of my-love, which was 
_ unblemithed, faithful,.and fincere. * 
© Soon after this event, I was feized 
with a violent fit of illnefs, in which 
I was vifited by my father, and at+ 
tended, by two phyficians, one of 
whom defpaired of my life,!and took 
his leave accordingly; but Dr. S——4 
who was the. other, perfifted in shis 
attendance, and im all human appear- 
ance faved my life; a circumftance 
by which he acquired a great fhare of 
reputation: yet, notwithftanding all 
his affiftance, I-was confined to my 
bed for ten weeks;. during which, 
Lord B "s grief was iunmoderate, 
his care and generofity unlimited. 
While J lay in this extremity, Mr. 
s » penetrated by my melancholy 
condition, which revived his tender 
nefs, begged leave to be admitted te 
my prefence; and Lord B—— would 
have complied with his requeft, had 
I not been judged too weak to. bear 
the fhock of fuch an interview. My 
conftitution, however, agreeably dif- 
appointed their fears; and the fever 
hed no fooner left me, than I was 
removed to a hunting-feat belong- 
ing té my lover, from whence, af- 
ter | had recovered my ftrength, we 
went to B Cattle, where we kept 
open houfe:- and while we remained 
at this place, Lord B—— received a 
§ Jetter from Lord —-—-, dated Novem- 
¢ ber, 
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ber, challenging him to fingle combat 
in May, upon.the frontiers of France 
This defiance was 
fent in confequence of what had paffed 


-betwixt.them long before my indifpo- 


fition, at a.meeting in a certain tavern, 


where they quarrelled, and in the fray 


my lover threw his antagonift. under 
the table. I counfelled him to take 
no notice of this rhodomontade, which 
I knew was void of all intention of 
performance; and he was wife enough 
to follow my advice; refolved, how- 
ever, -fhould the meflage be repeated, 
to take the challenger at his word. 

‘ Having refided fome time in this 
place, we returned to the other coun- 
try-houfe, which he had left, where 
Lord B addicted himfelf fo much 
to hunting, and other male diverfions, 
that I began to think he neglected me, 


and. apprized him of my fufpicion;. 


affuring him, at the fame time, that'I 


would leave him as foon as my opi- 


nion fhould be confirmed. » oe 
‘ This declaration had no effect upon 
his behaviour, which became fo re- 


markably cold, that even Mr.R ; 


who lived with us, imagined that his 
affection was palpably diminifhed. 
When I went to town, J was ufually 
attended by his coufin, or this gentle- 
man, or both, but. feldom favoured 
with his company; nay, when I re- 
paired to Bath, for the re-eftablith- 
ment-of my health, he permitted me 
to go alone, fo that I was quite per- 
fuaded of his indifference; and yet I 
was miftaken in my opinion: but I 


shad been. fpoiled by the behaviour of 


my. firft hufband, and Mr. S——, who 
never, quitted me for the fake of any 
amufement, and often refifted the calls 
of the,moft urgent bufinefs rather than 
part from me, though but for a few 
hours,, I thought every man who 
loved me truly, would aét in the fame 
manner; and whether I am right or 
wrong in.my conjectures, I leave 
wifer cafuifts to judge. Certain, it 
is, fuch facrifice and devotion is the 
moft pleafing proof of an admirer’s 
paflion; and Voyex mot plus fouvet, 
& ne me donnez rien, is one of my fa- 
vourite maxims. .A man may -give 
money, becaufe he is profufe; he may 
be violently fond, becaufe he is of a 


* fanguine conftitution; but if he gives 
# me his time, he gives me an unquef- 
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tionable proof of ,my being_in full 
poflefiion of his. heart. i iw’ 
‘ My appearance at Bath, .without 
the company of LordB--—,oecafian- 
ed a general furprize, and cncoptaged 


.the men to petter me with addreffes ; 


every new admirer endeavouring. to 
advance his fait, by demonftrating the 
unkind and difrefpe&tful behaviour of 
his lordfhip. Indeed >this, was..the 
moft effectual ftring they could touch: 
my pride and refentment were alarm, 
ed, and I was weak enough to liften 
toone man, who had like to have in- 
finuated himfelf into my inclinations. 


He was tall and large boned, with 


white hair, inclining to what is called 
fandy, and had the reputation of being 
handfome, though I think he. {carce 
deferved that epithet. He pofleffed a 
large- fortune, loved mifchief, , and 
ftuck at nothing for the accomplith- 
ment of his defigns ; one of his chief 
pleafures being that of fetting any 
two lovers at variance, He employ- 
ed his addrefs upon.me with great 
affiduity, and: knew fv. well, how. to 
manage my refertment, ‘that I was 
pleafed with his. manner ; heard his 
vows without difguft; and, ina word, 
promifed to deliberate with myfelf up- 
on his propofals, and give him an ac- 
count of my determination in writing. 

‘ Thus refolved, I went. to: Lord 
B » In Wiltfhire, whither I was 
followed by this pretender to my 


heart, who vifited us on the footing 


of an acquaintance; but when Lre- 
flected. on what I had done, I con- 


‘demned my own conduct as indif- 


creet, though nothing decifive had 
paffed between us, and began to hate 


_him in proportion to the felf-convic- 
tion I felt; perceiving that I had in- 


volved myfelf in a difficulty from 


which I fhould not be eafily, difen- 


gaged. For the prefent, however, 
I found means to poftpone my decla- 
ration; he admitted my excule, and [ 
returned to London with Lord B——., 
who was again fummoned to the field 
by his former challenger, ‘Mie ° 
‘ H—d—n, governor, counfellor, and 
fteward to this little, hero, came to 
Lord'B——- with a verbal meflage, 
importing, that his lordfhip had 
changed his mind about going to Flan- 
ders, but expected to meet. him on 
fuch a day and hour, ia the burying- 

‘ ground 
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ground near Red Lion Square. Lord 
B-—— accepted the challenge, and 
gave me an account of what had paff- 
ed; but he had been anticipated by 
the meflenger, who had already tried 
to alarm my fears, from the confi- 
deration of the confequence, that I 
might take fome meafures to prevent 
their meeting. J perceived his drift, 
and told him plainly that Lord 
had no intention to rifk his perfon, 
though he endeavoured with all his 
might to perfuade me, that his princi- 
pal was defperate and determined. I 
knew my little hufband too well, to 
think he would bring matters to any 
dangerous iffue, and was apprehenfive 
of nothing but foul play, from the vil- 


lainy of H—n, with which T'was - 


equally well acquainted. Indeed, I 
fignified my doubts on that’fcore to 
Mr. B——-, wlio would have attend- 
ed his kinfman to. the field, had he 
not thought he might be liable’ to 
cenfure, if any thing fhould bappen 
to Lord B-—, becaufe he himielf 
was heir at law: for that reafon he 
judicionfly déclirted being perfonally 
concerned; and we pitched upon the 
Earl of A———, his lordfhip’s uncle, 
who willingly undertook the office. 

< At the appointed time they went to 
the place of rendezvous, where they 
had not waited long when the challen- 
ger appeared, in a new pink fattin 
waiftcoat, which he had put on for the 
occafion, with his fword-under his 
arm, and his fteward by him, leaving, 
in an hackney-coach, at fome diftance, 
a furgeon whom he had provided for 
the care of his perfon. ‘Thus equip- 
ped, he advanced to his antagonitt, 
and defired him to chufe his ground; 
upon which Lord B—— told him, 
that if he mutt fall, it was not material 
which grave he fhould tumble over. 

* Our little hero finding him fo jo- 
cofe and determined, turned to Lord 
A , and defied to fpeak with 
him, that he might difburden his con- 
fcierice before they fhould begin the 
work of death. ‘They accordingly 
went afide; and he gave him to un- 
derftand, that his motive for fighting, 
was Lord B *s detaining his wite 
from him by compulfion. The Earl of 
A aflured him, he was egregi- 
oufly miftaken in his conjecture ; that 
his, nephew ufed no force or. undue 
influence to keep mein his houfe; but 
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it could not be expected that he would 
turn me out of doors. 

‘ This explanation was altogether fa- 
tisfaétory to Lord ——, who faid he 
was far from being fo unreafonable as 
would commit 
fuch a breach of hofpitality; and all 
he defired was, that his wife fhould be 
left to her own inclinations... Upon 
thefe articles, peace was concluded, 
and they parted without bloodfhed. 
At leaft, thefe are the particulars of 
the ftory, as they were related by Lord 
A——, with whom J laughed hearti- 
ly at the adventure, for I never doubt- 
ed that the challenger would find fome 
expedient to prevent the duel, though 
I wondered how he muftered up refo- 
lution enough to carry ‘it fo far. 

‘ That he might not, however, give 
us’any more trouble, we refolved to 
go and enjoy ourfelves in. France ; 
whither I went by myfelf, in hopes of 
being foon joined by my lover, who 
was obliged to ftay fome time longer 
in England, to fettle his affairs. He 
was fo much affeéted at our parting 
(though but for a few weeks) that he 
was almoft diftraéted: and this af- 
fligtion renewed my tendernefs for 
him, becaufe it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. JI wrote to him 
every poft from France; and, as I 
had no fecrets, defired him to take 
care of all the letters that fhould come 
to his houfe, directed to me, after my 
departure from England. é 
‘ ‘This was an unfortunate office for 
him, in the execution of which he 
chanced to open a letter from Sir 
A-——, with whom (as I 
have already obferved) I’had fome 
correfpondence at Bath. J had, ac- 
cording to my Maia given this 
gentleman a decifive anfwer, import- 
ing, that I was determined to remain 
in my prefent fituation; but as Lord 
B was ignorant of my fentiments 
in that particular, and perceived from 
the letter that fomething extraordinary 
had ‘paffed between us, and that I 
was earneftly folicited to leave him, 
he was feized with the utmoft confter- 
nation and concern; and having pre- 
vioufly obtained the king’s leave to go 
abroad, fet out that very night for 
France, leaving his affairs in the great~ 
eft confufion. 

‘ Sir T 


A--— hearing I was 


‘ gone, without underftanding the caufe 


‘ of 
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of my departure, took the fame route, 


and both arrived at Dover next day. 
« They heard of each other’s motions : 
each bribed the mafter of a packet- 
boat to tranfport him with expedition; 
but that depending upon the wind, 
both reached Calais at the fame time, 
though in different veflels. Sir T—— 


-fent his valet de chambre, poft, with 


a ketter, intreating me to accompany 
him into Italy, where he would make 
me miftrefs of his whole fortune, and 
to fet out directly for that country, 
that he might not lofe me by the ar- 
rival of Lord B » promifing to 
join me on the road, if I would con- 
fent to make him happy. I fent his 
meffenger back with an an{wer, where- 
in I exprefled furprize at his propo- 
fals, after having fignified my refolu- 
tion to him before I left England. He 
was {carce difmiffed, when I received 
another letter from Lord B——, be- 
feeching me to meet him at Clermont, 
upon the road from Calais ; and con- 
juring me to avoid the fight of his 
rival, fhould he get the {tart of him in 
travelling. ‘This, however, was not 
likely to be the cafe, as Lord B—— 
rode peft, and the other was, by his 
corpulence, obliged to travel in a 
chaife; yet, that I might not increafe 
his anxiety, I left Paris immediately 
on the receipt of his meffage, and met 
him at the appointed place; where he 
received me with all the agitation of 
joy and fear, and afked if I had ever 
encouraged Sir T: A—— in his 
addreffes. I very candidly told him 
the whole tranfaGtion, at which he was 
incenfed; but his imdignation was 
foon appeafed, when I profefled my 
penitence, and affured him that I had 
totally rejected his rival. Not that I 
appreve of my behaviour to Sir T——, 
who (Iown) was ill ufed in this af- 
fair, but furely it was more excufa- 
ble to halt here, than proceed farther 
in my indifcretion. 

© My lover being fatisfied with my 
declaration, we went together to Pa- 
ris, being attended by the Scotchman 
whom I have already mentioned; 
though I believe he was not over and 
above well pleafed to fee matters thus 
amicably compromifed. ‘The furious 
knight followed us to the capital ; 
infifted on feeing me in perfon ; told 
this North Briton, that 1 was a&ual- 


* ly engaged to him ; wrote every hour, 
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and railed at my perfidious condu&. 
I took no notice of thefe delirious 
tran{ports, which were alfo difregard- 
ed by Lord B——, till. one night he 
was exafperated by the infinuations of 
Mr. C—, who, I believe, inflamed 
his jealoufy, by hinting a fufpicion 
that I was really in love with his 
rival. What pafled betwixt them E 
know not, but he fent for me from 
the opera, by a phyfician of Paris, 
who was a fort of go-between among 
us all, and who told me, that if I 
did not come home on the inftant, a 
duel would be fought on my account. 

‘ I was very much fhocked at this 
information ; but by being ufed ta 
alarms from the behaviour of Lord 
——, I had acquired a pretty good 
fhare of refolution, and with great 
compofure entered -the room where 
Lord B was, with his .compa- 
nion, whom I immediately ordered ta 
withdraw. I then gave his lordfhip 
to underftand, that I was informed 
of what had paffed, and thought my- 
felf fo much injured by the perfon who 
had juft quitted the apartment, that-I 
would no longer live under the fame 
roof with him. 

‘¢ Lord B—~ raved like a bedlamite, 
taxing me with want of candour and 
affection; but I eafily juftified my own 
integrity, and gavehim fuchaflurances , 
of my love, that his jealoufy fubfided, 
and his f{pirits.were recompofed. Ne- 
verthelefs, I infifted upon his difmiff. 
ing Mr. C » on pain of my leav- 
ing the houfe, as I could not help 
thinking he had ufed his endeavours 
to prejudice me in the opinion of my 
lord. If his conduét was the refult 
of friendthip for his patron, he cer- 
tainly aéted the part of an honeft and 
trufty adherent. But I could not eafi- 
ly forgive him, becaufe a few weeks 
before, he had, by my intereft, ob- 
tained a confiderable addition to his 
allowance; and even after the fteps 
he had taken to difoblige me, I was 
not fo much his enemy but that I pre- 
vailed upon Lord B to double his 
falary, that his leaving the family 
might be no detriment to his for- 
tune. 

‘ His lordfhip having complied with 
my demand, this gentleman, after hav- 
ing ftayed three days in the houfe to 
prepare for his departure,during which 
I would aot fuffer him to be admitted 
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into my prefence, made his retreat 
with a fine young girl who was my 
companion, and I have never feen 
him fince that'time. * =. 
© Sir T 
and would not take a denial, except 


from my own mouth; upon which, 


with the approbation of Lord B——, 
I indulged him with an interview. 
He entered the apartment with a ftern 
countenance, and told me I had ufed 
him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and begged his pardon accordingly. 
I attempted to re:fon the cafe with 
him, but he would hear no arguments 
except his own, and even tried to in- 
timidate me with threats ; which pro- 
voked-me'to fuch a degree, that I de- 
fied his vengeance. I told him that 
I feared nothing but the report of my 
own confcience; that though I had 
a&ted a fimple part, he durft not fay 
there was any thing criminal in my 
conduct; and that from his prefent fran- 
tick and unjuft behaviour, I thought 
myfelf happy in having efcaped him, 
He fwore I was the moft inflexible of 
all creatures, afked if nothing would 


“ move me; and when I anfwered, ** No- 
“< thing,” took his leave, and never 
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© time, during’ which I contrated an * Bo, 


afterwards perfecuted me -with his ad- 
dreffes: though I have heard he was 
vain and falfe enough to boatt of fa- 
vours, which, upon my honour, he 
never received; as he himfelf, atone 
time, owned to Doctor Cantwell at 
Paris. : 
¢ While he underwent all this frenzy 
and diftraction upon my account, he 
was loved with the fame violence of 
paffion by a certait Scotch lady of 
quality; who, when he followed me 
to France, purfued him thither with 
the fame eagernefs and expedition. 
Far frem being jealous of meas a ri- 
val, fhe ufed to come to miy houfe, 
implore my good offices with the ob- 
ject of her love, and laying herfelf on 
the floor at full length before the fire, 
weep and cry like a perfon bereft of 
her fenfes. She bitterly complained, 
that he had never obliged her but 
once; and begged, with the moft 
earneft fupplications, that I would 
give her an opportunity of feeing him 
at my houfe. But I thought proper 
to avoid her company, as foon as [ 
perceived her intention. 

‘ We continued at Paris for fome 


{till continued furious, 
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acquaintance with the fifter of Madam 
la T——. She was the fuppofed mif- 
trefs of the Prince of C » endowed 
witha great fhare of underftanding, and 
loved pleafure to excefs, though fhe 
maintained herreputation on a refpect- 
able footing, by living with her huf- 
bandand mother. This lady perceiving 
that I had infpired her lover with a paf- 
fion, which gave me uneafinefs on her 
account, actually praétifed all her elo- 
quence and art, in perfuadmg me to 
liften to his love; for it was a maxim 
with her, to pleafe him at any rate, 
I was fhocked at her indelicate com- 
plaifance, and rejeéted the propofal, as 
repugnant to my prefent engagement, 
which I held as facred as any nuptial 
tie, and much more binding than a 
forced or unnatural marriage. : 
* Upon our return to England, we 
lived in great harmony and peace ; 
and nothing was wanting to my hap- 
pinefs, but the one thing to me the ~ 
moft needful; I mean the enchanting 
tendernefs and delightful enthufiafm 
of love. Lord B—~——’s heart (I be- 
lieve) felt the foft impreffions ; and, 
for my own part, I loved him with 
the moft faithful affection. It is not 
enough to fay I wifhed him well; I 
had the moft delicate, the moft ge- 
nuine efteem for his virtue; I had an 
intimate regard and anxiety for his 
intereft; and felt for him as if he had 
been my own fon; but ftill there was 
a vacancy in my heart; there was not 
that fervour, that tranfport, that ex- 
tafy of paffion which I had formerly 


known ; my bofom was not filled with 


-the little deity; I could not help re- 


calling to my remembrance the fond, 
the ravifhing moments, I had paffed 
with S——. Had I underftood the 
conditions of life, thofe pleafures were 
happily exchanged for my prefent fi- 
tuation; becaufe, if I was now de- 
prived of thofe rapturous enjoyments, 
I was alfo exempted from the cares 
and anxiety that attended them ; but 
I was generally extravagant in my no- 
tions of happinefs, and therefore con- 
ftrued my prefent tranquillity into an 
infipid languor and ftagnation of life. 
¢ While I remained in this ina€tivity 

of fentiment, Lord ——, having re- 
ceived a very confiderable addition to 
his fortune, fent a meflage to me, 
promifing, that if I would leave Lord 
it would make m¢ a it 3 
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of a houfe and furniture, where ‘I 
* thould live at my eafe, without being 
* expofed. to-his vifits, except when I 
©, fhould be difpofed to receive them. 
‘ This propofal he made, in confequence 
© of -what [had always declared, name- 
*.ly, that iffhe had not reduced me to 
* the neceffity of putting myfelf under 
©: the proteétion of fome perfon or other, 
“by depriving ‘me ef any other means 
© of fubfiftence,. I fhould never have 
‘. given the world the leaft caufe to fcan- 
‘ dalize my reputation; and that I 
* would withdraw myfelf from my pre- 
© fent dependance, as foon as he fhould 
© enable me to live by myfelf. I was 
“ therefore refolved to be as good as my 
¢ word, and accepted his offer, on con- 
* dition that I fhould be wholly at my 
© own difpofal, and that he fhould ne- 
* ver enter my door but as 
* common friend. 

« Thefe articles being ratified by his 
© word and. honour (the value of which 
© I did not then know) an houfe was 
* furnifhed according to my directions ; 
¢ and I fignified my intention to’ Lord 
‘B » who confented to my removal, 
‘ with this provifo, that I fhould con- 
‘ tinue to fee him. I wrote alfo to his 
¢ relation. Mr. B——; who, in his an- 
* fwer, obferved, that it was too late 
© to:advife when I was actually deter- 
“mined. All my friends and acquain- 
“.tance approved of the {cheme, though 
“< it was one of the moft unjuttifiable 
* fteps I had ever taken, being a real 
© at of ingratitude to my benefactor ; 
* which I foon did, and always fhall, 
“ regret and condemn. So little is the 

. © world qualified to judge of private 
© affairs | i) 

« When the time of our parting drew 
* near, Lord B became gloomy and 
¢ difcontented, and even intreated me 
* to poftpone my refolution; but I told 
¢ him, that now every thing was pre- 
¢ pared for my reception,.I could not 
© retract without incurring the imputa- 
tion of folly and extravagance. On 
“ the very day of my departure, Mr. 
“.B endeavoured, with all the ar- 
« guments he could fuggeft, to diffuade 
* me from my purpofe ; and I made ule 
“ of the: fame anfwer which had fatis- 
‘ fied-his friend. Finding me deter- 
* mined. upon removing, he burft out 
* intoa flood of tears, exclaiming, ‘By 
ss G—d,. if Lord B can bear it, I 
cant!’ .I was thunderftruck at this 


& 
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« expreffion; for though I had been told 


.© that Mr. B——= was in love with me, 


‘ I gave no credit to the report, becaufe 
© he had never declared his paffion, and 
‘ this was the firft hint of it that ever 
‘efcaped him in my hearing. I was 
© therefore fo much amazed at the cir- 
‘ cumftance of this abrupt explanation, 
‘ that I could make no anfwer; but 
‘ having taken my leave, went away, 
‘ ruminating on the unexpected declae 
* ration, 
* Lord B 
‘ {poke not a word that whole night, 
* and took my leaving him fo much to 
‘ heart, that two years elapfed before 
‘ he got the better of his grief. This 
* intelligence I afterwards received from 
¢ his own mouth, and afked his for- 
« givenefs for my unkind retreat, though 
‘ I fhall never be able to obtain my 
‘own. As for Mr. B » he was 
© overwhelmed with forrow, and made 
‘ fuch efforts to fupprefs his cont¢ern, 
‘as had well nigh coft him. his life. 
© Dr. ‘S—— was called to. him in the 
© middle of the night, and found him 
‘ almoft fuffocated. He foon gueffed 
© the caufe, when he underftood that I 
‘ had left the houfe: fo that I myfelf 
‘ was the only perfon concerned who 
* was utterly ignorant of his affeétion ; 
‘ for I folemnly declare, he never gave 
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(as I was informed) 


me the leaft reafon to fufpect it while 
I lived with his relation, becaufe he 
had too much honour to entertain a 
thought of fupplanting his friend, and 
too good an opinion of meto believe 
he fhould have fucceeded inthe at- 
tempt. Though my love for Lord 
B—— was not fo tender and intereft- 
ing as the paffion I had felt for S 5 
my fidelity was inviolable, andd ne- 
ver harboured the moft diftant thought 
of any other perfon, till after .I had 
refolved to leave him, when (I awn) 
I afforded fome fmall encouragement 
to the addrefles of a new admirer, by 
telling him, that I fhould,.in a Jittle 
£ time, be my own miftrefs, though I 
was not now at my own difpofal. 
* I enjoyed my new houfe as a little 
« paradife: it was accommodated with 
‘ all forts of conveniences ; every thing 
‘ “was new, and therefore pleafing, and 
© the whole abfolutely at my command. 
‘ I had the company of a relation, a 
‘ very good woman, with whom I'lived 
* in the moft amicable manner 3. was 


* vifited by the beft people in town, (I. 
. Mm 


* mean 


a 
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-ceived that I wanted-to-re 
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having long ago forfaken me;) I 
frequented al! reputable places of pub- 
lick entertainment, and had a concert 
at home once a week ; fo that my days 


rolled on in happinefs.and quiet, till - 
‘all my fweets were imbittered by the 


vexatious behaviour of my hufband, 
who began to importune me again to 
live with him; and by the increafing 
anxiety of Lord B——, who (though 
I ftill admitted his vifits) ge per- 

inguifh his 
correfpondence. This difcovery railed 
fuch tempefts of jealoufy and defpair 
within ‘his breaft, that he kept me in 
continual alarms: he fent meffages to 
me every hour, figned. his letters with 
his own blood, raved-like a man in 
an extafy of madnefs, railed at my 


ingratitude, and praifed my condutt * 
by turns. He offered to facrifice every 


thing for my love, to leave the king- 
dom forthwith, and live with me for 


-ever in any part of .the world where 


fhould chufe to refide.— -- , 


i, © Thefé were generous and tempting 
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propofals ; but I was befet with coun- 
fellors who were not totally difintereft- 


-ed, and who diffuaded me from em-. 
-bracing the profters of my lover, on 


pretence that Lord would be 
highly injured by.my compliance. * I 
liftened to their advice, and hardened 
my heart againft Lord B——’s for- 
row and folicitations. My behaviour 
on this occafion is altogether unac- 
countable; this was the only time 
that ever I was a flave to admenition. 
The condition of Lord B would 
have melted any heart but mine, and 

et mine was one of the moft fenfible: 
he employed his coufin as an advocate 
with me, til] that gentleman %étually 
refufed the office, telling him candid- 
ly, that his own inclinations were too 
much engaged to permit him to per- 
form the task with fidelity and truth. 
He accordingly refolved to avoid my 
prefence, until my lord and I fhould 
come to fome final determination, 
which was greatly retarded by the per- 


feverance of his lordfhip, who would ~ 


not refign his hopes, even when I pre- 
tended that another man had engaged. 
my heart, but faid, that in time my 
affection might return. 

¢ Qur correfpondence, however, gra- 
dually wore off; upon which Mr. 
B renewed his. vifits, and many 
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mean thofe of the male fex, the ladies © 


agreeable and happy hours we paffed 
together. Not that he, or any other 
perfon whom I now faw, fucceeded 
to the privilege of a fortunate lover : 
I knew he loved me to madnefs ; but 
I would wot gratify his paffion any 
other way. than by the moft profound 
efteem and veneration for his virtues, 
which were altogether amiable and 
fublime; and I would here draw his 
character minutely, but it would take 
up too much: time to fet forth his me- 


tits ; the only man living of my ae- 


quaintance who refembles him is Lord 
F——, of whom I fhail fpeak in the 
fequel. , 

‘ Abowt this time, I underwent a 
very interefting change in the fituation. 
of my heart. I had fent a meflage to 
my oldlover § , defiring he would. 
allow my picture, which was in his 
pofleffion, to be copied; and he now 
tranfmitted it to me by my lawyer,. 
whom he direéted to afk, if I intend. 
ed to be at the next mafquerade. 
This curiofity had a ftrange effect up- 
an my fpirits. my heart fluttered at the 
queftion, and my imagination glowed 
with a thoufand. fond prefages. I an- 
{wered in the affirmative, and we mret 
by accident at the ball. I could not 
behold him without emotion; when 
he accofted me, his. well-known voice 
made my heart vibrate, like a mufical: 
chord, when it’s unifon is ftruck. All 
the ideas of our paft love, which the 
lapfe of time and abfence had en- 
feebled and lulled to fleep, now awoke,. 


’ and were re-in{pired by his appearance 


fo that his artful excufes were eafily 
admitted: I forgave him all that: E 
had fuffered on his account, becaufe 
he was the natural lord of my affec- 
tion; and our former cozrefponderce 
was renewed. 
‘ I thought myfelf in a new world of 
blifs, in confequence of this recon- 
ciliation, the raptures of which con- 
tinued “unimpaired for the fpace of 
four months; during which time he 
was fonder of me, if poffible, than 
before ; repeated his promife of mar- 
riage, if we fhould ever have it in our 
power; affured me he had never been 
happy 4nce he left me; that he be- 
lieved no woman had ever loved like 
me; and, indeed, to have a notion of 
my paffion for that man, you muft 
firft have loved as I did: but through 
a ftrange caprice, I broke off the cor 
€ refpondences 
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refpondence, out ¢f apprehenfion that . 
* he would forfake me again. 


From 
his paft conduét, I dreaded what might 
happen; and the remembrance of 
what I had undergone by his incon- 
ftancy, filled my imagination with 
fuch horror, that I could not endure 
the fhocking profpeét, ‘and prema- 
turely plunged my‘felf into the danger, 
rather than endure the terrors of ex- 
peétation. I remembered that his 
former attachment began in the feafon 
of my profperity, when my fortune was 
in the zenith, and my youth in it’s 
rime; and that he had forfaken me 
in the day of trouble, when my life 
became embarraffed, and my circum- 
ftances were on the decline: I forefaw 
nothing but continual perfecution from 
my hufband, and feared, that if once 
the keener tran{ports of our reconcilia- 
tion fhould be over, his affection would 
fink under the feverity of it’s trial. 
In confequence of this defertion, I re- 
ceived a letter from him, acknowledg- 
ing that he was rightly ferved, but 
that my retreat gave him inexpreffible 
concern. ; 
© Meanwhile, Lord ——~ continued to 
aét in the character of a fiend, tor- 
menting me with his naufeous impor- 
tunities ; he prevailed upon the Duke 
of L to employ his influence in 
perfuading me to live with him; af- 
furing his grace, that I had aétually 
promifed to give him that proof of my 
obedience, and that I would come 
home the fooner for being prefled to 
compliance by a perfon of his rank 
and character. Induced by thefe re- 
prefentations, the duke honoured me 
with a vifit ; and in the courfe of his 
exhortations I underftood how he had 
been thus mifinformed : upon which 
I fent for Lord ——-2nd in his pre- 
fence convicted him of the falfhood, 
by communicating to his grace the ar- 
ticle of our lait agreement, which he 
did not think proper to deny 5 and the 
duke being undeceived, declared that 
he would not have given me the trou- 
ble of vindicating myfelf, had he not 
been mifled by the infincerity of my 
lord. 
* Baffled in this attempt, he engaged 
Mr. H+— V——-, and afterwards 
own father, in the fame talk; and 
though I ftill adhered to my firft refolu- 
tion, perfifted with fuch obitinacy in his 
endeavours to make me unhappy, that 
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I determined to Jeave the wags 
Accordingly; after I had fpent the 
evening with him at Ranelagh, I went 
away about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, leaving my companion, with di- 
rections to reftore to my lord his houfe, 
furniture, plate, and every thing he 
had given me fince our laft accommo- 
dation; fo far was I, upon this occa- 
fion, or at-any other time of my life, 
from embezzling any part of his for- 
tune. My friend followed my ins 
ftruions mot punctually ; and his 
lordfhip knows and will acknowledge 
the truth of this affertion, ‘ 
‘ Thus have I explained the true 
caufe of my firft expedition to Flan- 
ders, whither the world was good- 
natured enough to fay I followed Mr. 
B and the whole army, which. 


happened to be fent abroad that fum. 


mer. Before my departure, .I like- 
wife tranfmitted to Lord B—— the 
drefling-plate, china, and a very con- 
fiderable fettlement, of which he had 
been generous enough to make me a 
prefent. This was an inftance of my 
integrity, which I thought due to a 
man who had laid me under great 
obligations; and though I have lived 
to be refuled a finail fum both by 
him and S$ , 1 do not repent of my 
difinterefted behaviour; all the re- 
venge J harbour againft the laft of thefe 
lovers, is the defire of having it in my 
power to do him good. : 
“I now found myfelf adrift in the 
world again, and very richly deferved 
the hardthips of my condition, for my 
indifcretion in leaving Lord B—~, 
and in trufting tothe word of Lord 
, without fome farther fecurity 3 
but I have dearly paid for my imapru- 
dence. The more I {aw into the cha 
racter of this man, whom deftiny hath 
appointed my fcourge, the more was I 
determined to avoid his fellowfhipand 
communication; for he and I are, in 
point of difpofition, as oppofite as any 
two principles in nature. In the firft 
place, he is one of the moft unfocial 
beings that ever exifted : when I was 
pleated and happy, he was always out 
of temper; but if he could find means 
to overcaftand cloud my mirth, though 
never fo innocent, he then difcovered 
figns of uncommon fatisfa€tion and 
content; becaufe, by this difagreeable 
temper, he banifhed all company from 
his houfe, He is extremely weak of 
Mma * undere 
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« underftanding, though he poffeffés a * loufly ftocked with vanity and felf- 
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good fhare of low cunning, which has 
fo egregioufly impofed upon fome peo- 
ple, that they have aétually believed 
him a good-natured eafy creature, and 
blamed me. becaufe I did not manage 
him to better purpofe; but, upon far- 
ther acquaintance, they have always 
found him obftinate as a mule, and 
capricious as a monkey. Not that he 
is utterly void of all commendable 
qualities ; he is punctual in paying his 
debts, liberal when in good- humour, 
and would be well bred, were he not 
fubje&t to fits of abfence, during which 
he 1s altogether unconverfable; but he 
is proud, naturally fufpicious, jealous, 
equally with and without caufe, ne- 
ver made a friend, and is an utter 
firanger to the joys of intimacy; in 
fhort, hé hangs like a damp upon fo- 
ciety, and may be properly called 
kill-joy, an epithet which he has juft- 
ly acquired. He honours me with 
conftant profeflions of love, but his 
conduc. 1s fo oppofite to my fenti- 
ments of that paflion, as to have been 
the prime fource of all my misfortunes 
and affliction ; and I have often withed 
myfelf the objeét of lis hate, in hopes 
of profiting by a change in his beha- 
viour. 

¢ Indeed, he has not been able to 
make me more unhappy than, I be- 
lieve, he is in his own mind; for he 
is literally a felf tormentor, who ne- 
ver enjoyed one gleam of fatisfa&tion, 
except at the expence of another's 
quiet ; and yet with this (I had almoft 
called it diabolical) quality, he expeéts 
that I fhould cherith him with all the 
tendernefs of aivé€tion. After he has 
been at pains to incur my averfion, he 
punifhes my difgult, by contriving 
fchemes to mortify and perplex me, 
which have often fucceeded fo effeétu- 
ally, as to endanger my life and con- 
ftitution; for I have been fretted and 
frighted into fundry fits of illitefs, and 
then I'own IJ have experienced his care 
and concern. [ 

€ Over and above the oddities I have 
mentioned, he is fo unfteady in hts 
ceconomy, that he is always new 
modelling his affairs, and exhautt- 
ing his fortune, by laying out ten 


‘$.pounds in order to fave a fhilling. 
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$*He enquires “into the character of a 


feryant after he has lived two years 
m his family; and is fo ridicps 
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conceit, that notwithftanding: my af. 
furance before, and the whole feries of 
my conduét fince our marriage, which 
ought to have convinced hin of my 
diflike, he is ftill perfuaded, that at 
bottom I muft admire and be ena- 
moured of his agreeable perfon and 
accomplifhments, and that I would 
not fail to manifeft my love, were I 
not fpirited up againft him by his 
own relations. Perhaps it might be 
their intereft to foment the mifunder- 
ftanding betwixt us; but really they 
give themfelves no trouble about our 
affairs; and, fo far as I know them, _ 
are avery good fort of people. On 
the whole, I think I may with juftice 
pronounce my precious yoke-fellow a 
trifling, teazing, infufferable, incon- 

fiftent creature. . 
‘ With the little money which re- 
mained of what I had received from 
his lordfhip for houfekeeping, I tranf- 
ported myfelf to Flanders, and arrived 
in Ghent a few days after our treops 
were quartered in that city, which was 
fo much crouded with thefe new vifi- 
tants, that I fhould have found it im- 
practicable to procurea lodging, had I 
not beenaccommodated by LordR—— 
B »the Duke of A *s youngeft 
brother, who very politely gave me up 
his own. Here I faw my friend Mr. 
B , who was overjoyed at my ar- 
rival, though jealous of every man of 
his acquaintance ; for he loved me with 
all the ardour of paffion, and I regarde 
ed him with all the perfection of 
friendfhip, which, had he lived, in time 
might have produced love; though 
that was a fruit which it never 
brought forth. Notwithftanding his 
earneft folicitations to the contrary, I 
ftayed but a week in Ghent, from 
whence I proceeded to Bruflels, and 
fixed my abode in the Hotel de Flan- 
dre, among an agreeable fet of gentle- 
men and ladies, with whem I {pent 
my timevery chearfully. There was 
a fort of court in this city, frequented 
by all the officers who could obtain 
ermiffion to go thither; and the place 
in general was gay and agreeable. I 
was introduced to the beft families, 
and very happy in my acquaintance 3 
for the ladies were polite, -tem- 
pered, and obliging, and treated me 
withthe utmoft hofpitality and refpect, 
Among others, elteaites a 
_ ‘ f ip 


‘ Governor Monfieur D’H—~, 
‘ whofe houfe the lived with his wife, 
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fhip with Madam la Comtefle de 


| C———, and her two daughters, who 


were very amiable young ladies ; and 
became intimate with the Princefs 
Cc , and Countefs W——, lady 
of the bed-chamber to the Queen of 
‘Hungary, and a. great favourite of the 
in 


ing difpofition. 


. ©Soonafter I had fixed my habitation 
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§ liciting my love. 
| confifted of the Scotch Earl of 


‘ extremely agreeable. 


‘ in Bruffels, the company at our hotel 


was increafed by three officers, who 
profeffed themfelves my admirers, and 
came from Ghent with a view of fo- 
This triumvirate 


bd 


Lord R » and another 


M 


‘young officer: the firft was a man of 
‘ a very genteel figure and amorous 


complexion, danced well, and had a 


‘ great deal bf good-humour, with a 


mixture of vanity and felf-conceit ; 


t the fecond had, a good face, though 


a clumfy perfon, and a very {weet dif- 
pofition, very much adapted for the 


¢ fentimental paffion of love, and the 


third (Mr. W. by name) was 
tail, thin, and well bred, with a great 
ttock of good-nature. and vivacity. 


¢ Thefe adventurers began their ad- 


dreffles in general aéts of gallantry, 
that comprehended feveral of my fe- 


; male friends, with whom we ufed to 
‘ engage in parties of pleafure, both in 
¢ the city and the environs, which are 


When they 
thought they had taken the preliminary 
fteps of fecuring themfelves in my 
good opinion and efteem, they agreed 
to go on without farther delay, and 
that Lord ——» thould make the firft 
attack upon my heart. ° 

‘ He accordingly laid fiege to me 
with fuch warmth and affiduity, that 
I believed he deceived himfelf, and 


| began to think he was actually in love; 


though at bottom he left no impulfe 
that deferved the facred name. Though 
I difcouraged him in the beginning, he 
perfecuted me with his addreffes; he 
always fat by meat dinner, and im- 
parted a thoufand trifles in continual 
whifpers, which attra¢ted the notice 
of the company fo much, that I began 
to fear his abate would give rife to 
fome report’ to my prejudice; and 
therefore avoided hun with the utmoft 
¢aution. Notwithftandin g all my care, 
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* however, he found means one night, 
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partigularly in an expedition 


while my maid, who lay in my room, 
went down ftairs, to get into my cham- 
ber after I was a-bed: upon which 
I ftarted up, and told him, that if he 
fhould approach me, I would alarm 
the houfe :. for I never wanted courage 
and refolution.. Perceiving my dif- 
pleafure, he kneeled by the bed-fide,’ 
begged I would have pity on his fuf- 
fering, and fwore I fhould have carte 
blanche to the utmoft extent of his 
fortune. To thefe propofals I made 
no other reply, but that of protefting’ 
I would never fpeak to him again, if 
he did not quit my apartment that 
moment; upon which he thought pro- 
per to withdraw; and I never after- 
wards gave him an opportunity of 
{peaking to me on the fame fubje&t: 
fo that, in a few weeks, he feparated 
himfelf from our fociety ; though the 
ladies of Brufiels confidered him as 
my lover, becaule, of all the other of- 
ficers, he was their greateft favourite. 
‘ His lordfhip being thus repulfed, 
Mr, W—— took the field, and aflailed 
my heart in a very-different manner. 
He faid- he knew not how to make 
love, but was a man of honour, would 
keep the fecret, and fo forth. T’o this 
cavalier addrefs I anfwered, that I 
was not angry, as I otherwife thould 
have been at his blunt declaration, 
becaufe I found by his own confeffion, 
he did not know what was due to the 
fex ; and my unhappy fituation in fome 
fhape excufed him for a liberty which 
he would not have. dreamed of taking, 
had not my misfortunes encouraged 
his prefumption. But I would deal 
with him in his own way; and, far from 
affuming the prude, frankly affured 
him, that he was not at all to my 


‘tafte, hoping he would confider my 


diflike asa fufficient reafon to rejeét hi 
love. 4 
‘Lord R began to feel the fymp- 
toms of a genuine paffion, which he 


carefully cherifhed im filence,-being’ ° . 


naturally diffident and bafhful; but 
by the very means he ufed to conceal 
it from my obfervation, I plainly dif- 
cerned the fituation of his heart, and 
was not at ail difpleafed at the pro- 
grefs f had made in his inclinations. 
Meanwhile, he cultivated my acquain- 


‘tance with great afliduity and refpect, 


attended me in all my excurfions, and 
to Ant- 
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werp, with two other gentlemen, where 
in downright gaieté de ca@ur, we fat’ 
for our pictures, which were drawn in 
one pieces one of the party being re- 
prefented in the drefs of an huffar, and’ 
another in that of a running footman. 
This incident I mention, becaufe the’ 
performance, which is now in’ my 
poffeffion, gave birth te a thoufand 
groundlefs reports, that circulated in 
England at our expence. 

« It was immediately after this jaunt, 
that Lord R—— began to difclofe his 
paffion ; though he, at the fame time, 
ftarted fuch objeétions as feemed well 
nigh to extinguifh his hopes, lament- 
ing, that even if he fhould have the 
happinefs to engage my affeCtiions, his 
fortune was too inconiiderable to fup- 


port us againft the efforts of Lord — 


——, fhould he attempt to interrupt 
our felicity; and that he himfelf was 
obliged to follow the motions of the 
army. In fhort, he feemed to con- 
fider my felicity more than his own, 
and behaved with fuch delicacy, as 
gradually made an impreffion on my 


heart; fo that when we parted, we 


agreed to renew our cosrefpondence in- 
England. 

‘In the midft of thefe agreeable 
amufements, which I enjoyed in al- 
moft all the different towns of Flan- 
ders, I happened to be at Ghent one 
day, fitting among a good deal of com- 
pany, in one of their hotels, when a 
poft-chaife ftopped at the gate; upon 
which we went to the windows to f{a- 
tisfy our curtofity, when who thould 
fiep out of the convenience, but my 
little infgnificant lord. I no fooner 
announced him to the company, than 
all the gentlemen afked whether they 
fhould ftay and protect me, or with- 
draw; and when I affured them, that 
their proteétion was not neceflary, one 
and all of them retired; though Lord 
R—— M-——— went no father than 
the parlour below, being determined 
to fcreen me again{t all violence and 
compulfion. I fent a meflage to my 
lord, defiring him to walk up intomy 
apartment; but.although his fole er- 
rand was to fee and carry me off, he 
would not venture to accept of my in- 
vitation, till he had demanded me in 
form from the governor of the place. 

‘ That gentleman being altogether a 


* ranger to his perfon and charaéter, 


a” 


referred him to the commandjng of- 
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ficer of the Englith troops, who was 
a man of humour, and upon his lord- 
fhip’s application, pretended to doubt 
his identity; obferving, that he had 
always heard Lord —— reprefented 
as a jolly corpulent man. He gave 
him to underftand, however, that even 
granting him te be the perfon, I was 
by no means fubje& to military law, 
unlefs he could prove that I had ever 
lifted in his majefty’s fervice. 

‘ Thus difappointed in his endea- 
yours, he returned to the inn, and wit 
much perfuafion, trufted himfelf in my 
dining-room, after having ftationed 
his attendant at the door, in cafe of 
accidents. When I afked, what had 
procured me the honour of this vifit; 
he told me, his bufinefs and intention 
were to carry mehome. This decla- 
ration produced a conference, in which 
I argued the cafe with him; and mat- 
ters were accommodated for the pre- 
fent, by my promifing to be in Eng- 
land fome time in September, on con- 
dition that ke would permit me to live 
by myfelf, as before, and immediately 
order the arrears of my pin-money to 
be paid. He affented to every thing 
I propofed, returned in peace to his 
own country, and the deficiencies of 
my allowance were made good; while 
I returned to Bruffels, where I ftayed - 
until my departure for England, which 
I regulated in fuch a manner as wag 
confiftent with my engagement. 

« T took lodgings in Pall Mall, and 
fending for my lord, convinced him 
of my punctuality, and put him in 
mind of his promife; when, to my 
utter altonifhment and confufion, he 
owned, that his promife was no more 
than a decoy to bring me over, and 
that I muft lay my account with living 
in his houfe like a dutiful and obe- 
dient wife. I heard him with the in- 
dignation fuch treatment deferved, 
upbraiding him with his perfidious 
dealing, which I told him would have 
determined me againft cohabitation 
with him, had I not been already re- 
folved: and being deftitute of all re- 
fource, repaired to Bath, where I after- 
wards met with Mr. D—-— and Mr. 
R——, two gentlemen who had been 
my fellow-paflengers in the yacht 
from Flanders, and treated me with 
great great friendfhip and politenefs, 
without either talking or thinking of 


love, 
¢ With 
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Lord: 
ftarted .up in the utmoft terror and 


© With thefé gentlemen, who were as 
idle as myfelf, I went to the jubilee at 
Prefton, which was no other than a 
great number of people affembled in a 
{mall town, extremely ill accommo- 
dated, to partake of diverfions that 
were bad imitations of plays, con- 
certs, and mafquerades. Ifthe world 
fhould place to the account of my in- 
difcretion my travelling in this man- 
ner, with gentlemen to whom I had 
no particular attachment, let it alfo 
be confidéred, as an alleviation, that 
I always lived in terror of: my lord, 
and confequently was often obliged to 
fhift my quarters; fo that my finances 


being extremely flender, I {tood tlie . 


more in need of afliftance and protec- 
tion. I was, befides, young, incon- 
fiderate, and fo fimple, as to fuppofe 
the figure of an ugly man would al- 
ways fecure me from cenfure on ‘his 
account: neither did I ever dream of 
any man’s addrefles, until he made an 
actual declaration of his love. 

‘ Upon my retarn to Bath, I was 
again harraffed by Lord ——, who 
came thither accompanied by my fa- 
ther, whom I was very glad to fee, 
though he importuned. me to comply 
with my hufband’s defire, and for the 
future keep meafures with the world. 
This remonftrance about living with 


my lord, which he conftantly repeat- 


ed, was the only inftance of his un- 
kindnefs which Lever felt. But all 
his admonitions were not of force fuf- 
ficient to fhake my refolution in that 
particular; though the debate conti- 
nued fo late, that I told his lordfhip, 
it was high time to retire, for I could 
not accommodate him with a bed. 
He then gave meto underftand, that he 
would ftay where he was; upon which 
my father took his leave, on pretence 
of looking out for a lodging for him- 
feif. : 

« The little gentleman being now left 
téte a téte with me, began to difcover 
fome figns of apprehenfion in his 
looks; but muftering up all his refo- 
lution, he went to the door, called up 
three of his fervants, whom he placed 
as centinels upon the ftair, and flounced 
into my elbow-chair, where he refigned 
himfelf to reft. Intending to go to 
bed, I thought it was but juft and 
decent that I fhould fcreen myfelf 
from the intrufion of his footmen, 
aud with that view bolted the door, 
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hearing himfelf locked in, 


confternation, kicked the door with 
his heel, and {creamed aloud, as if Ire 
had been in the hands of an affaffin. 
My father, who had not yet quitted 
the houfe, hearing thefe outcries, ran 
up ftairs again, and coming through 
my bed-chamber into the dining 
room, where we were, found me al- 
moft fuffocated with laughter, and 
his heroick fon-im-law ftaring like one 
who had loft his’ wits, with his hair 
ftanding on end. | 
* When my father afked the mear- 
ing of his exclamations, he told him 
with all the fymptoms of difmay, that 
I had locked him in, and he didnot un- 
derftand fuch ufage: but I explained 
the whole myftery, by faying, I had 
bolted the door, becaufe I did not like 


the company of his fervants, and could — 


not imagine the caufe of his panick, 
unlefs he thought I defigned to ravith 
him; an infult, than which nothing 
was farther from my intention. My 
father himfelf could {carce refrain from 
laughing at his ridiculous fear; but 
feeing him in great confufion, took pity 
on his condition, and carried him off 
to his own lodgings, after I had given 
my word, that I would not attempt 
to e{cape, but give him audience next 
morning. I accordingly kept my 
promife, and found means to perfuade 
them to leave me at my own difcre- 
tion. Next day I was rallied upon the 
ftratagem I had contrived to frighter 
Lord ——; and a thoufand idle fto- 
ries were told about this adventure, 
which happened literally as I have re- 
lated it. 
* From Bath I betook myfelf to 2 
{mall houfe near Lincoln, which I had 
hired ~of ‘the D——- of A——, becaufe 
a country life fuited beft with my in~ 
come, which was no more than four 
hundred pounds a year, and that not 
well paid. I continued fome}months 
in this retirement, and faw no com- 
pany, except Lord R M——, 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and 
vifited me twice; till finding myfelf 
indifpofed, I was obliged to remove to 
London, and took lodgings in Mad« 
dox Street, where my garrifon was 
taken by ftorm, by my lord and his 
fteward, reinforced by Mr. L——~ 
V—-— (who, as my lord told me, 
had.a fubfidy of five and twenty 
— « pounds, 


s 
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* pounds, before he would take the 
* field) and a couple of hardy footmen. 
© This formidable band ruthed into my 
« apartment, laid violent hands upon 
*.me, dragged me down ftairs without 
'¢ gloves.or a cloak, and thrufting me 
* ito a.coach that ftood at the door, 
* conveyed me to my lord’s lodgings ih 
* Gloucefter Strect. : j 

¢ Upon this occafion, his Jordthip 
“ courageoufly drew his ape ow my 
* woman, who attempted to defend .nie 
* from his infults, and ‘in all probabi- 
« lity would have intimidated him from 
proceeding, for he.tlooked .pale and 
* aghatt, his knees knocked together, 
© and he breathed. thick and hard, with 
© his noftrils.dilated, as if he:had feen 
“aghoft. But:he was encouraged by 
© his mercenary affociate; who,-tor the 
‘ five and twenty pounds, ftood:by ‘him 


ot 1 


* in. the day of trouble, and {pirited him — 


«on to-this.gallant enterprize. : 
In confequence of this .exploit, ‘I 
© was cooped up in,a paltry apartment 
© in Gloucefter Street, where I was clofe 
‘ befet: by his:lordthip, and his worthy 
“ fteward.Mr..H——,.with a:fet of fer- 
« yants that were the creatures of this 
© fellow, of whom «Lord —— himfelf 


*\ftood:in awe; fo that :I could -not - 


‘:help thinking myfelf in Newgate, 
‘among thieves and rufhans. To duch 
‘a degree did.my terror avail, that? 


* actually believed I was in danger of - 


* being poifoned, and would not receive 
‘any fultenance, except from the hands 
‘-of one harmlefs.looking. fellow, ‘a 
«foreigner, who was my lord’s valet de 
* chambre. I will not pretend to. fay 
“my fears were juft; but fuch was my 


€ opinion of H——n, that I never. 


‘ doubted: he would put me out of the 
‘.way, if he thought my life interfered 
* with his interéit. ; 

“6 On the fecond day of my imprifon- 
‘ ment, I was vifited by the Duke of 
‘L——, a friend of my lord; who 
found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little. dinning-room filled with 
‘lumber, and lighted with two bits of 
tallow candle, which had been left 
wover-night. He perceived in my coun- 
.tenance a mixture of rage, indigna- 
tion, terror, and defpair: he compaf- 
fionated my fufferings, though hecould 
not alleviate my diftrefs, any other 
way than by interceding with my ty- 
“« rant to mitigate my oppreffion. Never- 
\fthelefs, I remained eleven days.in this 
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comfortable fituation: TI:was watched 
like a criminal all day, and orte of the 
fervants walked from one room to 
another all night, in the nature of ‘a 
patrole; while my lord, who lay in 
the chamber above me, got out of bed, 
and tripped to the .window, at: the 
found of every coach that chanced to 
pafs through the ftreet. H——n, wlio 
was.confummiate in the arts of afyco- 
.phant, began:to court my favaur, by 
condoling my afflition, and affuring 
me, that the only.method by which’ 
could regain. my liberty, was a chear- 
ful compliance with the humour of nty 
lord. I was fully convinced of the truth 
.of this obfervation; and though my 
temper is altogether averfe to diffimu- 
lation, attempted toaffeét an air of fe- 
yenity and refignation. But this dif- 
guife, I found, would not anfwer my 
-purpofe; and therefore:I had recourfe 
‘to the affiftance of. my maid, who was 
permitted to attend me in my cof- 
finement. With her-I frequently eon- 
fulted about the means of accomplith- 
ing my efcape. In confequence of 
our deliberations, fhe direéted acoach 
and fix to be ready at a certain part of 
the-town, and to wait for me three 
.days in: the fame place, in cafe Icould 
not come before the expiration of that 
term. <s 
‘ This previous meafure being taken 
according to my inftruétiens, ‘the next 
neceflary ftep was .to elude the vigi- 
lance of my guard: and in this man- 
-ner did I effectuate my purpofe. .Be- 
ing, by this time, indulged in the li- 
berty of going out in the coach, for 
the. benefit.of the air, attended by two 
footmen, whe had orders to watch all 
my motions, I made ufe of this privi- 
lege one forenoon, when Lord —— 
expected fome company to dinner, and 
bade the coachman drive to.the lodp- 
ings of a man who wrote with his 
mouth, intending to give my [pies the 
flip, on pretence of feeing this curio- 
fity: but they were*too alert in their 
duty to be thus outwitted, and. fol- 
lowed me up ftairs into the very apatt- 
ment, 
‘ Difappointed in this» hope, I re- 
volved another {cheme, which was at- 
tended with fuccefs: :I bought fome 
olives at an oil-fhop; and telling the 
fervants I would proceed to St. James's 
‘ gate, and take a turn in the park, 
¢ broke one of the bottles by the way, 
* complained 
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© complained of the misfortune when I. 
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was fet down, and defired that my 
coach might be cleaned before my re- 
turn. While my attendants were em- 
ployed .in this office, I tripped acrofs 
the parade to the Horfe Guards, and 
chanced. to meet with an acquaintance. 
in the Park, who faid, he faw by my 
countenance that Iwas upon fome ex- 
pedition.  I-owned his fufpicion was 
jut; but, as I-had not time to relate 
particulars, I quickened my pace, and 
took pofleffion of a hackney-coach,' 
in which I proceeded to the vehicle 
which I had appointed to be in wait- 
Mice 5 ‘ 
« While I thus-compaffed my efcape, 

there was nothing but perplexity and: 
confufion. at. home; dinner was de- 

layed till fix o'clock; my lord ran- 
half the town over in queft of his 

equipage, which at Ja(t returned with 

an account of my elopemment. My. 
maid was brought to the queition, and- 
grievoufly threatened; but (like all 

the women I ever had) remained un- 

fhaken sin ‘her fidelity. In the mean 
time, .I travelled night and ‘day to-. 
wards my retreatin Lincolnfhire, of 
which his -lordfhip had not, as yet, 

got the leaft intelligence; and as my 

coachman was but an unexperienced 

driver) Iwas obliged to make ufe of 
my own {kill in that exercife, and di- 

rect his endeavours the whole way, 

‘without venturing to go to bed, or 

take the leait repofe, until I reached 

my own habitation. ‘There I lived in 

peace and tranquillity for the fpace of 
fix weeks, when I.was alarmed by one 

of my lord’s myrmidons, who came 

into the neighbourhood, blufteting and 

fwearing, that he would carry me off, 

either dead er alive. 

* It is not to be fuppofed that I was 

perfectly eafy when I was made ac- 

quainted with lis purpofe and decla- 

ration, as my whole family confifted 

of no more than a couple of women 

and one footman. However, I fum- 

moned up my courage, which had 

been often tried, and never forfook me 

in the day of danger, and fent him- 
word, that if ever he fhould prefume 

to approach my houfe, I would order’ 
him to be fhot withoutceremony. The 

fellow did not chufe to put me to the 

trial, and returned to town without 

his errand. But as the place of my 


abode was now difcevered, I laid my - 
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account with having a vifit from his 
employer; I therefore planted fpies 
upon the road, with a promife of re- 
ward to him who fhould bring me the 
firft intelligence of his lordfhip’s ap- 
proach. 
* Accordingly, I was one morning 
apprized of his coming; and mount- 
ing horfe immediately, with my wo- 
man and valet, away we rode, in de- 
fiance of winter. In two days I tra- 
verfed the wilds of Lincolnfhire and 
hundreds of Effex; croffed the river at 
Tilbury; breakfaited at Chatham; by 
the we of a guide and moon-light 
arrived at Dover the fame evening; 
embarked for Calais, in which place [ 
found myfelf next day at two o'clock 
in the afternoon; and being heartily 
tired of my journey, betock myfelf to 
re(t. My maid, who was not able to 
travel with fuch expedition, followed 
me at an eafier pace; and the footman 
was {o aftonifhed at.my perfeverance, 
that he could not help afking upon the - 
road, if ever I was weary in my life. 
Certain it is, my fpirits and refolution. 
have enabled me to undergo fatigues 
that are almof incredible. From Ca- 
lais I went to Bruffels, where I again 
fet up my reft in private lodgings ; 
was again perfectly well received by 
the faihionable people of that place; 
and, by the intereft of my friends, 
obtained the Queen of Hungary’s pro- 
tection againit the perfecution of my 
hufband, while I fhould refide in the 
Auftrian Netherlands. 
¢ Thus fecured, I lived uncenfured, 
converfing with the Englifh company, 
with which this city was crouded,- 
bat fpent the moft agreeable part of 
my time with the Countefs of Calem- 
berg, in whofe houfe I generally dined. 
and fupped; and I alfo contraéted an- 
intimacy with the Princefs of Chemay, 
who was a great favonrite with Ma- 
dam D’Harrach, the governor's lady. 
‘ IT had not been long in this happy 
fituation, when I was difturbed by 
the arrival of Lord » who demand- 
ed me of the governor; but, finding 
me fheltered from his power, he fet 
out for Vienna; and, in confequence 
of his. reprefentations, ftrengthened 
with the Duke of N——’s name, my 
protection was withdrawn. But, be- 
tore this application, he had gone to 
the camp, and addrefled himfelf to my 
Lord Stair, who was my particular 
: Nn * friend 
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friend and ally by my firft marriage, 
defiring he would compel me to re- 
turn to his houfe. His lordthip told 
him, that I was in no fhape fubject to 
his command; but invited him to 
dinner, with a view of diverting him- 
felf and company af the expence of 
his gueft. In the evening, he was 
plied with fo many bumpers to my 
health, that he became intoxicated, 
and extremely obftreperous; infifted 
upon feeing Lord Stair after he was 
retired to reft, and quarrelled with 
Lord D » who being a tall, 
large, raw-boned Scotchman, could 
have {wallowed him at one mouthful; 
but he,thought he might venture to 
challenge him, in hopes of being put 
under arreft by the general: though 
he reckoned without his hoft; Lord 
Stair knew his difpofition, and, in or- 
der to punifh his prefumption, winked 
at the affair. The challenger, finding 
himfelf miftaken in his conjecture, 
got up early in the morning, ‘and went 
off poft to Vienna: and Lord Stair 
defired a certain man of quality to 
make mea vifit, and give me an ac- 
count of his behaviour. ; 
‘ Being now deprived of my protec- 
tion and pin-money, which my gene- 
rous hufband would no longer pay, I 
was reduced to great difficulty and 
diftrefs. ~The Duchefs D’Aremberg, 
Lord G—, and many other perfons of 
diftin&ion, interceded in my behalf 


with his majefty, who was then abroad; 


but he retufed to interpofe between 
man and wife. The Countefs of Ca- 
lemberg wrote a letter to my father, in 
which fhe reprefented my uncomfort- 
able fituation, and undertook to an- 
{wer for my conduct, in cafe he would’ 
allow me a fimall annuity, on which 
I could live independent of Lord 
» who, by all accounts, was a 
wretch with whom I could never en- 
joy the leaft happinefs or quiet ; other- 


wife the would be the firtt to advife . 
She gave 
him to underftand, that her charaéter’ 


in¢ to an accommodation. 


was neither doubtful nor obfcure ; 
and thatif my condué there had not 
been wreproachable, he fiduld ‘hot 


have taken me under her proteétion :° 


that as I propofed to bygard in a con- 
vent, a finall fam would. anfwer my 
occafions ; but, if that fhould be ac- 
nied, I would aQually go to fervice, 
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avoid the man who was my bane and 
averfion. 

‘ To this kind remonftrance my fa- 
ther anfwered, that his fortune would 
not allow him to affift me; he had 
now a young family; and that I 
ought, at all events, to return to my 
hufband. By this time, fuch was the 
extremity of my circumftanees, that I 
was forced te pawn my cloaths, and 
every trifling trinket in my pofleffion, 
and even to defcend fo far as to folicit’ 
Mr. S—— for a loan of fifty pounds, 
which he refufed. 

‘ Thus was I deferted, in my diftrefs, 
by two perfons, to whom, in the fea- 
fon of my affluence, my purte had been 
always open. Nothing fo effectually. 
fubdues a fpirit unufed to fupplicate, 
as want! Repulfed in this manner, I 
had recourfe to Lord B——, who was’ 
alfo (it feems) unable to relieve my 
neceflities. This mortification I de- 
ferved at his hands, though he had 
once put it in my power to be above all 
fuch paltry applications; and I fhould 
not have been compelled to the dif- 
agreeable tafk of troubling my friends, 
had not I voluntarily refigned what he 
formerly gave me. As to the other 
gentleman to whom I addrefled myfelf 
on this occafion, I think he might have 
fhewn more regard to my {fituation, 
not only for the reafons already men- 
tioned, but becaufe he knew me too 
well, to be ignorant of what I muft 


‘have fuffered, in condefcending to 


make fuch a requeft. 

* Several officers, who guefled my 
adverfity, generoufly offered to fupply 
me with money; but I could not bring 
myfelf to make ufe of their friend- 
fhip, or even to own nvy diftrefs, ex- 
cept to one perfon, of whom I bor-’ 
rowed a {mall fum. To crown my 
misfortunes, I was taken very ill, at 
a time when there was no other way 
of avoiding the clutches of my perfe- 
cutor, but bya precipitate flight. In 
this emergency, I applied toa worthy 
gentleman at Bruflels, a very good 
friend of mine, but no lover. I fay, 
no lover, becaufe every man is fup- 
pofed to a& in that capacity who be- 
friends a young woman in diftrefs.‘ 
This generdus Fleming fet out with 
me in the night from Bruflels, and 
conducted me to the frontirrs of 
Being very much indifpofed 


ov take fome other detpevate flep, to ¢ both in mind and body when I was: 
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‘obliged to undertake this expedition, 


I fhould, in all probability, have funk 
under the fatigue of travelling, had 


not my fpirits been kept up by the’ 
converfation of my companion, who’ 


was a man of bufinefs and confe- 
quence, and undertook to manage my 


affairs in fuch a manner as would en- © 


able me to re-eftablifh my refidence in 
the place I had left. He was young 


and aétive, attended me.with the ut-’ 


moft care and affiduity, and left no- 
thing undone which he thought would 
contribute to my eafe and fatisfaftion. 
I believe his friendfhip for me was a 
little tinétured with another paffion ; 
but he was married, and lived very 
weli with his wife, who was alfo my 
friend; fo that he knew I would never 
think of him in the light of a lover. 

€ Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, 
he accommodated me with a little mo- 
ney (for a little was all I would take) 
and returned to his own city, after we 
had fettled a correfpondence by letters. 
I was detained a day or two in this 
place by my indifpofition, which in- 
creafed; but neverthelefs proceeded 
to Paris, to make intereft for a pro~ 
tection from the King of France, 
which that monarch gracioufly ac- 
corded me, in three days after my 
firft application; and his minilter fent 
orders to all the governors and inten- 
dants of the province towns, to pro- 
tect me againit the efforts of Lord 
——, in whatever place I fhould chufé 
to refide. 

¢ Having returned my thanks at Ver- 
failles for this favour, and tarried a 
few days at Paris, which was a place 
altogether unfuitable to the low ebb 
of my fortune, I repaired to Lifle, 
where [ intended to fix my habitation; 
and there my diforder recurred with 


fuch violence, that I was obliged to © 


fend for a phyfician, who feemed to 
have been a difciple of Sangrado; for 
he fcarce left a drop of blood in my 
body, and yet I found myfeif never-a 
a whit the better. Indeed, I was fo 
much exhauited by thefe evacuations, 
and my conftitution fo much impaired 
by fatigue and perturbation of mind, 
that I had no other hope of recovering 
but that of reaching England, and 
putting myfelf under the dire&tion of 
a phyfician on whoie ability I could 
depend. 


¢ With this doubtful profpect, teres 
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fore, I determined to attempt a return 
to my native air, and actually depart 
ed from Lifle, in fuch a melancholy 
and feeble condition that I had almoft 
fainted when I was put into the coach. 
But before I refolved upon this jour- 
ney I was reduced to the utmoft -exi- 
gence of fortune; fo that I could: 
{carce afford to buy provifions, had it. 
been in my power to eat, and fhould: 
not have been able to defray my tra- 
velling expences, had I not been ge- 
neroufly befriended by Lord R—— 
M , who (I am fure) would have 
done any thing for my eafe and accom- 
modation, though he has unjuftly in- 
curred the imputation of being par- 
fimonious, and I had no reafon to ex- 
peét any fuch favour at his hands. 
“ In this deplorable ftate of health I 
was conveyed to Calais, being all the 
way (as it were) in the arms of death, 
without having fwallowed the leatt 
fuftenance on the road. So much was 
my indifpofition augmented by the 
fatigue of the journey, that I {wooned 
when I was brought into the inn, and 
had-almoft expired before,I could re- 
ceive the leaft affiftance or advice: 
however, my {pirits were a little re- 
vived by fome bread and wine, which 
I took at the perfuafion of a French , 
furgeon, who chancing to pafs by the 
door, was called up to my relief. 
Having fent my fervant to Bruffels, to 
take care of my cloaths, I embarked 
in the packet-boat, and by that time 
we arrived at Dover, was almoft in 
extremity. 
‘ Here I found a return coach, in 
which I was carried to London, and 
was put to bed in the houfle where we | 
put up, more dead than alive. The 
people of the inn fent for an apothe- 
cary, who adminiftered fome cordial 
that recalled me to life; and when I 
recovered rhe ufe of f{peech, { told 
him who I was, and defired him to 
wait upon Dr. S and inform him 
of my fituation. A young girl, who 
was niece to the landlord’s wife, feeing 
me unattended, made 2 tender of her 
fervice to.me, and I accepted the of- 
fer, as well as of a lodginy in the apo- 
thecary’s houle, to whica F was con- 
veyed as foon as my frenzth would 
admit of my removal. There I-was 
vifited by my phyfician. who. was 
fhocked to find me in iuch a dange- 
rous condition: however, having con- 
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fidered my cafe, he perceived that my 
indifpofition proceeded from the cala- 
mities I had undergone, and encou- 
raged me with the hope of a fpeedy 
cure, provided I could be kept eafy 
and undifturbed. 


- © T was accordingly attended with all 


imaginable care; my lord’s name be- 
ing never mentioned in my heariug, 
becaufe I confidered him as the fatal 
fource of all my misfortunes; and in 
a month I recovered my health, by the 
great {kill and tendernefs of my doc- 
tor, who now finding me ftrong enough 
to encounter frefh troubles, endea- 
voured to perfuade me, that it would 
be my witeit ftep to return to my huf- 
band, whom, at that time, he had 
often occafion to fee. But I rejeéted 
his propofal, commenced a new law- 
fuit for feparation, and took a final! 
houfe in St. James's Square. 


¢ About this time, my woman re-_ 


turned from Bruffels, but without my 
cloaths, which were detained on ac- 
count cf the money I owed in that 
place; and afking her difmiffion from 
my fervice, fet up fhop for herfelf. 
I had not lived many weeks in my 
new habitation, when my perfecutor 
renewed his attempts to make himfelf 
mafter of my perfon; but I had learn- 
cd from experience to redouble my 
vigilance, and he was fruftrated in 
all his endeavours. J was again hap- 
py in the converfation of my former 


acquaintance, and vifited by a great. 


number ef gentlemen, motily perfons 
of probity and fenfe, who cultivated 
‘my fricndthip, without any other mo- 
tive of attachment. Not that I was 
ur folicited on the article of love: that 
was a theme on which J never wanted 
orators; and could I have prevailed 
upon myfelf to profit by the advances 
that were made, I might have ma- 
naged my opportunities, fo as to have 
fet fortune at defiance for the future. 
But I was none of thofe ceconomitts, 
who can facrifice their hearts to in- 
terefted confiderations. 

‘ Oneevening, while I was converfing 
with three or four of my friends, my 

awyer came in, and told me he had 
fomething of confequence ta impart: 
upon which all the gentlemen bat one 
went away. Then he gave me to 
underftand, tiat my fuit would imme- 
diately come to trial; and though 
he hoped the beft, the iffue was un- 
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certain; that if it thould be given 
againft me, the decifion would infpire 
my lord with freth :{pirits to dilkurb 
my peace; and ‘therefore it would be 
convenient for me to retire, until’the 
affair fhould be brought to a deter- 
mination, 

‘ I was very much difconcerted at 
this intelligence ; and the gentleman 
who ftayed perceiving my: concern, 
afked what I intended to do, or if he 
could ferve me in any fhape, and de- 
fired to know whither I propofed to 
retreat. I affeted to laugh, and an- 
{wered, ** To a garret, I believe !’” 
To this over-ftrained raillery he re- 
plied, that if I fhould, his -friendthip 
and regard would find the way to my 
apartinent: and I had no reafon to 
doubt the fincerity of his declaration. 
We confulted about the meafures I 
fhould take, and I determined tore- 
move into the country, where I was 
foon favoured with a letter from ‘him, 
wherein he expreffed the infinite plea- 
fure he had in being able to affureme, 
that my fuit had been fuccefsful, and 
that I might appear again with great 
fafety. 

‘ Accordingly, I returned to town in 
his coach and fix, which he had fent 
for my convenience, and the famé 
evening went with him to the maf- 
querade, where we paffed the night 
very agreeably, his fpirits, as well as 
mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch 
by the happy event of my procefs. 
This gentleman was a perfon of great 
honour, worth, and good-nature; he 
loved me extremely, but did not care 
that I thould know the extent of his 
paffion: on the contrary, he endea- 
voured to perfuade me, he had laid 
it down as a maxim, that no wo- 
man fhould ever have power enough 
over his heart, to give him the leaft 
pain or difquict. In fhort, he had 
made 4 progrefs in my affeCtion, and 
to h's generefity was I indebted for 
my fubfiftence two whole years; du- 
ring which, he was continually pro- 
fefiing this philofophick indifference, 
while, at the fame time, he was giving 
me daily affurances of his friendfhip 
and efteem, and treating me with in- 
ceflant marks of the moft paffionate 
love: fo that I concluded his inten- 
tion was cold, though his temper was- 
warm. Confidering myfelf as an 
incumbrance upen his fortune, I re- 
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¢-doubled my endeavours to obtain a 
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-feparate maintenance from my lord, 
and removed from St. James’s Square 
.to lodgings at Kenfington, where I 


had not long enjoyed myfelf in tran-° 


-quillity, before it was interrupted by 
-a very unexpected vifit. ' 
€ While I was bufy one day dreffing 
-in my dining-room, I found his lord-- 
- thip.at my elbow, before I was aware 
-of his approach, although his coach 
- was-at the-door, and the houfealready 
in thepofleffion of his fervants. He: 
accofted me in the ufwal ftyle, as if? 
we had parted the night before; and 
I anfwered him with an appearance’ 
of the fame carelefs familiarity, defir-’ 
ing him to fit down, while I retreated 
to my chamber, Jocked the door, 
and fairly went,to bed; being, per- 
haps, the firft woman who went thi- 
ther for protection from the infults of 


-@man. Here, then, I immured myéfelf 


with my faithful Abigail. My lord 
finding me fecured, knocked at the’ 
door, and ‘through the key-hole beg-. 
ged to be admitted ; affuring me, that 
all he wanted was a conference. [ 
defired to be excufed, though I believ- 
ed his affurance ; but I had no incli- 
nation to converfe with him, becaufe 
I knew from experience the nature of 


. his converfation, which was fo difa- 


greeable and tormenting, that 1 would 
have exchanged it at any time for a 
good beating, and thought myfelf a 
gainer by the bargain. However, he 
perfifted in his importunities to fuch a 
degree, that I affented to his propofal, 
on condition that the, Duke of L 
fhould be prefent at the interview ; and 
he immediately fent a meffage to his 
grace, while I in peace ate my break - 
»fatt, conveyed in a bafket, which was 
hoifted up to the window of my bed- 
chamber. 
© The duke was fo kind as to come 
at my lord’s requeft, and before I 
would open the door, gave me his 
word, that I fhould be protected from 
all violence and compulfion. Thus 
affured, they were permitted to enter. 
My little gentleman fitting down by 
my bed-fide began to repeat the old 
hackneyed arguments he had formerly 
ufed, with the view of inducing me to 
live with him; and I, ou my fide, 
repeated my former objections, or pre- 
tended to liften to his reprefentations, 
while my imagination was employed 
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in contriving “the méans of effecting 


‘an efcape, ‘as the duke eafily perccivéd 
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by my, countenance. 


‘ Finding all his remonftrances inef- 


-fe&tual, he quitted the chamber, and 
-left his caufe to the eloquence of his’ 
‘grace, who fat with me a whole half 
/ hour, without exerting himfelf much 


iwbehalf of his client. becaufe he knew 
I was altogether obitiniate, and deter- 
mined on that feore; but joked upon 
the behaviour of his lordfhip, who, 
though jealous of moft people, had 
left him alone with me in my bed- 
chamber, obfetving, that he muft either 


“have great confidence in his virtue, or 


a very bad opinion of, him otherwife. 
In fhort, I found means to defer the 
categorical. anfwer till next day, and 
invited the duke and his Jordfhip ‘to 
dime with me to-morrow. My wife 
yoke-fellow feemed to doubt the fin- 
cerity of this invitation, and was very 
much difpofed to keep poffeffion of 
my houie: but, by the perfuafions of 
Ny 
who was his chief counfellor and 


‘back, he was prevailed upon to take 


my. word, and for the prefent left me. 
« They were no fooner retired, than 
I rofe with great expsdition, packed 
up my cloaths, and took fhelter in 
Eifex, for the firft time. Next day, 
my lord and his noble friend came 
to dinner, according to appointment ; 
and being informed of my efcape by 
my woman, whom I had left in the 
houfe, his lordthip difcovered fome 
figns of difcontent, and infifted upon 
feeing my papers; upon which my. 
maid produced a parcel of bills which 
I owed to different people. Notwith- 
ftanding this difappointment, he fat 
down to what was provided for din- 
ner, and with great deliberation eat 
up a leg of lamb, the beft part of a 
fowl, and fomething elfe, which I do 
not now remember; and then very 
peaceably went away, giving my maid 
an opportunity of following me to the 
place of my retreat. 
‘ My intention was to have fought 
refuge, as formerly, in another coun- 
try; but I was prevented from putting 
my defign in execution by a fit of ill- 
nefs, during which I was vifited by 
my phyfician and fome of my own 
relations, particularly a diftant coufin 
of mine, whom my lord had engaged 
in his intereits, by promifing to recom- 
* penfe 
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penfe her amply, if fhe could perfuade: 
me to comply with his defire. 
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office fhe was affifted by the doétor, 


who was my friend, and a man of - 


fenfe, for whom I have the moit per- 
feét efteem, though he and I have of- 
ten differed in point of opinion. In 
a word, I was expofed to the inceffant 
importunities of all my acquaintance, 
_ which added to the defperate circum- 
ftances of my fortune, compelled me 


and I again returned to the dameftick 
duties of a wife. 
‘ I was conduéted to my lord's houfe 
by an old friend of mine, a gentleman 
turned of fifty, of admirable parts 
and underftanding ; he was a pleating 
companion, chearful and humane, and 
had acquired a great fhare of my efteem 
and refpecst. In a word, his advice 
had great weight in my deliberations, 
becaufe it feemed to be the refult of 
experience and difintcrefted friendthip. 


Without all doubt, he had ‘an un-' 


feigned concern for my welfare; but 
being an admirable politician, his 
{cheme -was to make my intereit co- 
incide with his own inclinations; for 
Thad unwittingly made an innovation 
upon his heart; and as he thought I 
fhould hardly favour his paffion while 
I was at liberty to converfe with the 
reft of my admirers, he counfelled me: 
to furrender that freedom, well know- 
ing that my lord would be eafily per- 
fuaded to banifh all his rivals from the 
houfe ; in which cafe he did not doubt 
of his being able to infinuate himfelf 
into my affeétions ; becaufe he laid it 
down as an eternal truth, that if any 
two perfons of different fexes were 
obliged to live together in a defart, 
where they would be excluded from 
all other human intercourfe, they would 
naturally and inevitably contraét an 
inclination for each other. 

‘ How juft this hypothefis may be, 
I leave to the determination of the 
curious ; though, if I may be allowed 
to judge from my own difpofition, a 
couple fo fituated would be apt to im- 
bibe mutual difgufts, from the nature 
and necefflity of their union; unlets 
their affociation was at firit the efreét 
of reciproeal affection and efteem. Be 
this as it will, [honour the gentleman 
for his plan, which was ingenioufly 
contrived, and artfully conducted ; 
but I happened to have too much ad- 
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drefs for him in the fequel, cunning as 

he was, though at firft I did not per- 

ceive his drift; and his lordfhip was 

much lefs likely to comprehend his 

meaning. 

‘ Immediately after this new accom- 

modation, I was carried to a country- 

houfe belonging to my lord, and was 

fimple enough to venture myfelf (un- 

attended by any fervant on whole in- 

tegrity I could depend) in the hands 

of his lordthip and H n, whofe 

villainy I always dreaded ; though at 

this time my apprehenfions were con-’ 
fiderably incr@afed, by recolleéting, 

that it was not his intereft to let me 

live in the houfe, left his condué 

fhould be enquired into; and by re- 

membering, that the very houfe to 

which we were going, had been twice’ 
burned down in a very fhort {pace of 
time, not without fufpicion of. his 

having been the incendiary, on ac- 

count of fome box of writings which’ 
was loit im the conflagration. True 
it is, this imputation was never made 
good; and perhaps he was altogether 


. Innocent of the charge, which never- 


thelefs affeéted my. fpirits in fuch a 


. manner, as rendered me the moft mi- 


ferable of all mortals. In this terror’ 
did I remain, till my confternation 
was weakened by the arrival of Mr. 
Bal , agood-natured,worthy man, 
whom my lord had invited to his 
houfe, and I thought would not fee 
me ill-ufed. In a few weeks we were 
joined by Dr. S and his lady, 
who vifited us according to their pro-~ 
mife; and it was refolved that we 
fhould fet out for Tunbridge on a 
party of pleafure, and at our return 
examine H n’s accounts. 
‘ This laft part of our {cheme was not 
at all relifhed by our worthy fteward, 
who therefore determined to overturn 
our whole plan, and succeeded accord- 
ingly. My lord all of a fudden de- 
clared himéelf againft the jaunt we had 
projected, and infifted upon my ftay- 
ing at home, without afligning any 
reafon for this peremptory behaviour ; 
his countenance being cloudy, and for 
the fpace of three dgys he did not open 
his mouth. 
‘ At laft, he one night entered my 
bed chamber, to which he now had 
free accefs, with his fword under his 
arm, and if I remember aright it was 
ready drawn; I could not help taking 
* nouce 
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notice of this alarmirig circumftance, 
which fhocked me the more, as it hap- 
pened immediately after a gloomy fit 
of difcontent. However, I feemed 
to overlook the incident, and difmif- 
fing my maid, went to bed; becaufe 


I was afhamed to acknowledge, even 


to my own heart, any dread of a per- 
fon whom I defpifed fo much. How- 
ever, the ftrength of my conftitution 
was not equal to the fortitude of my 
mind: J was taken ill, and the fervants 
were obliged to be called up; while 
my lord himéelf, terrified at my fitua- 
tion, ran up ftairs to Mrs. S " 
who was in bed; told her, with evident 
perturbation of fpirits, that I was very 
much indifpofed, and faid, he believed 
I was frighted by his entering my. 
chamber with his {word in hand. 

‘ This lady was fo ftartled at his in- 
formation, that fhe ran into my apart- 
ment half naked, and as fhe went 
down ftairs, afked what reafon could 
induce him to have carried his fword 
with him. Upon which he gave her 
to underftand, that his intention was 


. to kill the bats. I believe and hope he 


had no other defign than that of in- 
timidating me, but when the affair 
happened I was of a different opinion. 
Mrs, S—— having put on her cloaths, 
fat up all night by my bed-fide, and 
was fo good as to affure me, that fhe 
would not leave me until I fhould be’ 
fafely delivered from the apprehen- 
fions that furrounded me in this houfe, 
to which fhe and the doétor had been 
the principal caufe of my coming ; for 
my lord had haunted and importuned 
them inceffantly on this fubjeéct, pro- 
tefting that he loved me with the moft 
inviolable affeétion ; and all he defired 
was, that I would fit at his table, ma- 
nage his family, and fhare his fortune. 
By thefe profeffions, uttered with an 
air of honefty and good-nature, he had 
impofed himfelf upon them for the beft 
tempered creature upon earth; and 
then ufed all their influence with me 
to take him into favour. This hath 
been the cafe with a great many 
people, who had but a fuperficial 
knowledge of his difpofition; but in 
the courfe of their acquaintance they 
have never failed to difcern and ac- 
knowledge their miftake. 

¢ ‘The do&tor on his return from Tun- 
bridge, to which 
trip by himfelf, found me ill a-bed, 
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and the whole family in confufion : 
furprized and concerned at this difor~ 


der, he entered into expoftulation with 


my lord, who ewned, that the caufe 
of his difpleafure and difquiet was no 
other than jealoufy: H had ins - 
formed him, that I had been feen to 
walk out with Mr. Bal—in a morn- 
ing ; and that our correfpondence Had 
been, obferved with many additional 
circumftances, which were abfolutely 
falfe and groundlefs. ‘This imputa- 
tion was no fooner underftood, than 
it was refolved that the accufer fhould 
be examined in prefence of us all. 
He accordingly appeared, exceedingly 
drunk, though it was morning, and re- 
peated the articles of the charge as an 
information he had received from a 
man who came from town to hang 
the bells, and was long ago returned 
to London. 
* This was an inftance of his cunning 
and addrefs, which did not forfake 
him even in his hours of intoxication. 
Had he fixed the calumny on any one 
of the fervants, he would have been 
confronted and detected in his falfe- 
hood. Neverthelefs, though he could 
not be legally convicted, it plainly 
appeared that he was the ages of 
this defamation, which incenfed Mr, - 
Bal— to fuch a degree, that he could 
fearce be witheld from punishing him 
on the fpot by manual chaftifement. 
However, he was prevailed upon to 
abftain from {uch immediate ven- 
geance, as a ftep unworthy of his 
character; and the affair was brought, 
to this iffue, that his lordfhip fhould 
either part with me or Mr. H 3 
for I was fully determined againft 
living under the fame roof with fuch 
an incendiary. 
'¢ This alternative being propofed, 
my lord difmiffed his fteward, and 
we returned to town with the doftor 
and Mrs. S$ ; for I had imbibed’ - 
fuch horror and averfion for this coun- 
try-feat (though one of the pleafantelt 
in England) that I could not bear to 
live in it. We therefore removed to 
a houfe in Bond Street, where; accord- 
ing to the advice of my friends, I ex 
erted my whole power and complai- 
fance, in endeavours to keep my 
hufband ‘in good-humour; but. was 
fo unfuccefsful in my attempts, that 
if ever he was worfe-tempered, more 
capricious, or intolerable, at ons time 
* than 
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than at another, this was the feafon in 
which his iJ] humour predominated to 
the moft rancorous degree. I was 
fearce ever permitted to ftir abroad, 
faw nobody at home but my old male 
friend whom I .have mentioned above, 
and the deétor with his lady, from 


-whofe converfation alfo I was at laft 


excluded. a 
© Neverthelefs, I contrived to fteal a 
meeting now aod then with my late 
benefactor, for whcm I entertained a 
great fhare of affection, exclufive .of 
that gratitude which was due to his 
generolity. 
} compromifed matters with my lords 
for he was as tree of his purfe as I 
was unwilling to ufe it. It would, 
therefore, have been unfriendly, un- 
kind, and ungrateful in me, (now that 
I was in affivence) to avoid all inter- 
courfe witha man who had fupported 
me in adverfity. I think people can- 
not be too thy and fcrupuious m,receiv- 
ing favours; but when once they are 
conferred, they ought never to forget 
the obiigation: and Iwas never mere 
concerned at any incident of my life; 


. than at hearing that this gentleman did 


not receive a letter, in which I acknow-~ 
ledged the laft pyoofof his friendthip 
and liberality which I had occation to 
ufe, becaule I have fince learned that 
he fulpected me of negleét. 

‘ But to return to my fituation in 
I bore it as well as I 
could for the fpace of three months, 
‘during which J lived in the midit of 
{fpies, who were employed to watch my: 
conduét, and underwent every mor- 
tification that. malice, power, and fol-. 
ly, could inflict. Nay, fo ridiculous, 
fo unreafonable, was my tyrant in his 
fpleen, that he declared he would even: 
be jealous of Heydigger, if there was 
no other man to incur his fulpicion.. 
He expected that I fhould {pend my 
whole time with him, téfe a féte: 
when I facrificed, my enjoyment to 
thefe comfortable parties, he never 
failed to lay hold cn fome innocent 
expreffion of mine, which he made the 
foundation of a quarrel ; and when I, 
firove to avoid thefe difagreeable mif- 
interpretations, by reading or writing, 
he inceflantly teazed and tcrmented me 
with the imputation of being peevith, 
fullen, and referved. 

©‘ Harraffed by this infufcrable bcha- 
haviowr, I communicated my cafe to 


It was not his fault that 
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Dr. S——— and his lady, intimating 
that I neither could nor would ex- 


pofe myfelf any longer to fuch ufage. 


The doétor exhorted me to bear my 
fate with patience, and Mrs. S 
was filent on the fubjeét; fo that I 
ftill hefitated between ftaying and go- 


ing; when the doétor, beimgone night 
-at fupper, happened to have fome 


words with my lord, who was fo vio- 
lently tranfported with paffion, that I 
was actually afraid of going to bed 
with him; and next morning when 
he awaked, there was fuch an expref- 
fon of frantick wildnefs in his coun- 


‘tenance, that I imagined he was ac- 


tually diftraGted. 

‘ This alarming. cireumftance con- 
firmed me in my refolution of decamp- 
ing; and I accordingly moved my 
quarters to a houfe in Sackville Street, 
where I had lodged when I was a 
widow. From thence I fent a meflage 
to the Duke of L——, defiring he 


_ would make my lord acquainted with 


the place of my abode, my reafons 
for removing, and my intention. to 
defend myfelf againft all his attempts. 
The firit night of this: feparation I 
went to-bed- by myfelf, with as much 
pleafure as a man would feel in going 
to bed to his miftrefs, whom he had: 
long folicited in vain ; fo rejoiced was 


. T to be delivered from my obnoxious 


bedfellow ! 

‘ From thefe lodgings I foon moved 
to Brook Street, where I had not long 
enjoyed the fweets of my éfcape, when- 
I was importuned to return, by anew 
fteward whom my lord had engaged 
in the room of H n. This gen- 
tleman, who bore a very fair character, 
made fuch judicious reprefentations, 
and behaved fo candidly in the dif- 
charge of his funtion, that I agreed 
he fhould aét as umpire in the diffe- 
rence betwixt us ; and once more a: 
reconciliation was effested, though his 
lordthip began to be diflatisfied even: 
before the execution of our agreement, 
in confequence of which he attended 
me to Bath, whither I went for the 
benefit of my health, which was not 
a little impaired. 

‘ This accommodation had a fur- 
prizing, effe&t upon my lover; who, 
notwithftanding his repeated decla- 
rations, that no woman fhould ever 
gain fuch an afcendency over his heart 
as to be able to give him pain, int 
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© ed all the agonies of difappointed 
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love, when he now found himfelf de- 
prived of the opportunities of fceing 
me, and behaved very differently from 
what he had imagined he fhould: his 
words and actions were defperate; one 
of his expreffions to me was, “ It is 


‘¢ like twilting my heart-ftrings, and 
“¢ tearing it out of my body.” Indeed 
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I thould never have acted this part, 
had I forefeen what he would have 
fuffered ; but I proteft I believed him 
when he faid otherwife, fo much, that 
his declaration on that fubjeé&t was the 
occafion of my giving him up; and 
it was now too late to retract. : 
‘ In our expedition to the Bath, I 
was accompanied by a very agreeable 
young lady, with whom I pafled my 
time very happily, amid the diver- 
fions of the place, which fcreened me, 
in a good meafure, from the vexatious 
fociety of my hopeful partner. From 
this place we repaired to his feat in 
the country, where we fpent a few 
months, and thence returned again to 
our houfe in Bond Street. Here, while 
I was confined to my bed by illnefs, 
it was fuppofed my indifpofition was 
no other than a private lying-in, 
though I was under the roof with my 
lord, and attended by his fervants. 

‘ While the diftemper continued, my 
lord (to do him juftice) behaved with 
all imaginable tendernefs and care; 
and his concern on thefe occafions 
I have already mentioned, as a {trange 
inconfiftency in his difpofition. If 
his a€tions were at all accountable, I 
fhould think he took pains to fret me 
into a fever firft, in order to manifeft 
his love and humanity afterwards. 
When I recovered my ftrength and 
fpirits, I went abroad, faw company, 
and fhould have been eafy, had he 
been contented ; but as my fatisfac- 
tion increafed, his good-humour de- 
cayed, and he banifhed from his houfe, 
one by one, all the people whofe con- 
verfation could have made my life 
agreeable. 

© Toften expoftulated with him upon 
his malignant behaviour, protefting 
my defire of living peaceably with 
him, and begging he would not lay 
me under the neceflity of changing my 
meafures. He was deaf to all my re- 
monftrances, (though I warned him 
more than once of the event; ) perfifted 
in his maxims of perfecution ; and, 
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after repeated quarrels, I again left 
his houfe, fully determined to fuffer 


all forts of extremity, rather than fub- : 


jet myfelf to the tyranny of his dif- 
pofition. . 
‘ This year was produtive of one 
fatal evént, which I felt with the ut- 
moft fenfibility of forrow, and I fhall 
always remember with regret: I mean, 
the death of Mr. B » with whom 
I had conftantly maintained an inti- 
mate correfpondence fince the firft 
commencement of our acquaintance. 
He was one of the moft valuable men, 
and promifed to be one of the brighteft 
ornanients that this or any other age 
had produced. I enjoyed his friend- 
fhip without referve; and fuch was 
the confidence he repofed in my inte- 
grity, from long experience of my 
truth, that he often faid he would 
believe my bare affertion, even though 
it fhould contradi&t the evidence of 
his own fenfes. ‘Thefe being the terms 
upon which we lived, it is not to be 
fuppofed that I bore the lofs of him 
without repining: indeed my grief was 
unfpeakable; and though the edge of 
it be now fmoothed by the lenient 
hand of Time, I fhall never ceafe to 
cherifh his memory with the moft ten- 
der remembrance. 
© During the laft period of my living 
with my lord, I had agreed to the 
expediency of obtaining an aét of par- 
liament, which would enable him to 
pay his debts ; on which occafion there 
was a neceflity for cancelling a deed 
that fubfifted between us, relating to 
a feparate maintenance ; to which, on 
certain provifions, I-was intitled: and 
this was to be fet afide, fo far as it 
interfered with the abovementioned 
{cheme, while the reft of it fhould re- 
main in force. When this affair was 
about to he tranfaéted, my lord very 
generoufly infitted upon my concur- 
rence, in annulling the whole fettle- 
ment; and when I refufed to comply 
with this.demand, becaufe this was 
the fole refource I had againft his ill- 
ufage, he would not proceed in the 
execution of his plan, though by drop- 
ping it he hurt nobody but himfelf; 
and he accufed me of having receded 
from my word, after I had drawn 
him into a confiderable expence. 
‘ This imputation of breaking my 
word, which I defy the whole world 
to prove I ever did, icenfed me the 
Oo ‘ more, 
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* more, as I myfelf had propofed the 
© {cheme for his fervice, although, I 
‘ knew the accomplifhment of it would 
§ endanger the validity of my own fet- 
© tlement ; and my indignation was ftill 
‘.more augmented by the behaviour of 
‘Mr. G » who had always pro- 
‘ fefled a regard for, my intereft, and 
* upon my laft accommodation with my 
‘ lord, undertaken to effeé&t a reconct- 
‘ liation hetween my father and me: 
¢ but when he was queftioned about the 
* particulars of this difference, and de- 
‘ fired to declare whether his lordthip 
‘ or I was to blame, he declined the 
* office of arbitrator, refufed to be ex- 
plicit upon the fubje&, and by cer- 
* tain fhrewd hum’s and ha’s fignified 
‘ his difapprobation of my conduét. 
* Yet this very man, when I imparted 
‘ to him, in confidence, my intention 
* of making another retreat, and frank- 
* ly afked his opinion of my defign, 
* feemed to acqmiefce in the juftice of 
at in thefe remarkable words. ‘¢ Ma- 
*¢ dam, if I thought, or had hopes of 
§¢ my lord’s growing better, I would 


‘¢ down on my knees to defire you to, 


‘« flay; but as I have not, I fay no- 
‘* thing.” Be 
* If he connived at my conduét in 
¢ this particular, why fhould he difap- 
* prove of it, when all I afked was but 
* common juftice? But he was a de- 
* pendant; and therefore I cxeufe his 
§ phlegmatick (not to call it unfriend- 
© ly) behaviour. Indeed he could not 
* be too cautious of giving offence to his 
* lordfhip,” who foimetimes made him 
‘ feel the effets of that wrath which 
© other people had kindled; _particu- 
* larly, in confequence of a {mall ad- 
* venture which happened about this 
* very period of time. 
‘ A very agreeable, fprightly, good- 
natured young man, a near relation 
of my lord, happened to be at our 
houfe one evening, when there was a 
fire in the neighbourhood; we agreed 
to go and fup at a tavern, em famille; 
and having {pent the evening with 
great mirth and goed-humour, this 
young gentleman, who was naturally 
facetious, in taking his leave, faluted 
us all round. My lord, who had be- 
fore entertained fome jealouly of his 
kinfman, was very much provoked 
by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
dently fupprefied his difpleafure till 
he returned to his own houfe, where 
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his rage co-operating with the Cham- 
pagne he had drank, inflamed him to 
fuch a degree of refolution, that he 
fprung upon the innocent G n, and 
collared him with great fury, though 
he was altogether unconcerned in the 
caufe of his indignation. 

¢ This extravagant and frantick be« 
haviour, added to the other grievances 
under which I laboured, haftened my 
refolution of leaving him; and he to 
this day blames his relation, as the 
immediate, caufe of my efcape, where- 
as he ought to place it to the account 
of his own madnefs and indifcretion. 
When I retired to Park Street, he 
cautioned all my tradefmen (not ‘even 
excepting my baker) againft giving 
me credit, afluring them that he would 
not pay any debts I fhould contract ; 
and the difficulties to which I was 
reduced, in confequence of this cha- 
ritable declaration, together with the 
reflection of what I had fuffered, and 
might undergo, from the caprice and 
barbarity of his difpofition, affected 
my health fo much, that I was taken 
again ill, and my life thought ia 
danger. 

‘ My conftitution, however, got the 
better of my diftemper, and I was or- 
dered into the country by my phyfi- 
cians, for the benefit of the air; fo 
that I found myfelf under the necef- 
fity of keeping two houfes, when I 
was little able to fupport one, and fet 
up my chariot, becaufe I could not 
defray the expence of a hackney- 
coach; for I had as much credit giv- 
en me as I afked for, notwithftanding 
my lord’s orders to the contrary. 

‘ Having recruited my fpirits in the 
country, I returned to town, and was 


_vifited by my friends, who never for- 


fook me in adverfity ; and in the fum- 
mer removed to a houfe in Effex, 
where I lived a few months in great 
tranquillity, unmolefted by my ty- 
rant, who fometimes gave me a whole 
year’s refpite. Here I ufed to ride 
and drive by turns (as my humour 
ditated) with horfes which were lent 
me; and I had the company of my 
lover, and another gentleman, who 
was a very agreeable companion, and 
of fingular fervice to me in the {e- 
quel. 
‘ At laft, my lord having received 
intelligence of the place of my abode, 
and his tormenting humour aay 
§ ae 
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the morning appeared in his coach and 
fix, attended by Mr. G ny’ and 
another perfon, whom he had engaged 
for the purpofe, with feveral domef- 
ticks armed. I immediately fliut up 
my doors at his approach, and refufed 
him admittance, which he endeavour- 
ed to obtain by a fucceffion of prayers 
and threats; but I was deaf to both, 
and refolved to hold out to the dait. 
Seeing me determined, he began his 
attack, and his fervants actually forc-. 
ed their way into the houfe; upon 
which I retreated up ftairs, and for- 
tified myfelf in my apartment, which 
the aflailants ftormed with fuch fury,. 
that the door began to give way, and 
I retired into another room. ’ 

«© Wililft I remained in this pot, Mr. 
G n demanded a parley, in which 
he begged I would favour my lord 
with an interview, otherwife he knew 
not what might be the confequence. 
To this remonftrance I replied, that I 
was not difpofed to comply with his 


requeft; and that though their defign 


fhowld be murder, I was not at all 
afraid of death. Upon this declara- 
tion they renewed their attacks, which 
ey carried on with indifferent fuc- 
cefs till the afternoon, when my lord 
(as if he had been at play) fent a 
ormal meflage to me, defiring that- 
all hoftilities fhould ceafe, till after 
both parties fhould have dined. At. 
the fame time, my own fervants came” 
for inftructions ; and I ordered them 
to let him have every thing which he 
fhould call for, as far as the houfe 
would afferd. 
* He did not fail to make ufe of this 
permiffion ; but, fitting down with his 
companions, eat up my dinner with- 
out hefitation, after he had paid me: 
the compliment, of defiring to know 
what he fhould fend up to my apart- 


ment. Far from having any itomach 
to p e of his meal, I fat folitary 
upon ‘iy bed, in a ftate of melancho-~ 


ly expectation, having faftened the 
door of the outward room for my {e- 
curity, while I kept my chamber open 


_for the convenience of air, the wea- 


ther being exceflively hot. 

‘ His lordfhip having indulged his 
appetite, refuined his attempt, and all 
of a fudden I heard a noife in the 
next room; upon which I ftarted up, 


a ee. ee Se a. Y 


Cr ee ee. a . a .  . es a. . a . i. ry 


COR MS SCS Cn, eS 


wa an Aan eh HO KR HAH 


201 


my anti-chamber, by the help of a 
bench that ftood under the window; 
I flung-to the door of my room, which 
Tlocked with great expedition, and 
opening another that communicated 
with the ftair-cafe, ran out of the 
houfe, through a crowd of more than 
a hundred people, whom. this fray had 
gathered together. ‘ A * 
‘ Being univerfally beloved in the 
neighbourhood, and refpeéted by my 
lord’s fervants, I paffed among them 
untouched, and took refuge in a neigh 
houring cottage; while his lordfhip 
bawled and roared for affittance, be~ 
ing afraid to come out as he had gone 
in. Without waiting for his de- 
liberations, I.changed cloaths with 
the poor woman who had given me 
fhelter, and in her blue apron .and 
ftraw-hat fallied out into the fields; 
intending to feek protection at the 
houfe of a gentleman not far off, 
though I was utterly ignorant of the 
road that lead to it. .;However, it 
was my good fortune to meet with a’ 
farmer, who undertook to conduct me 
to the place; otherwife I thould have . 
miffed my way, and in all, probabi- 
lity Jain in the fields; for, by this’ 
time, it was eight o’clock»at night. 
* Under the direétion of this guide, T 
traverfed hedges and ditches, (for I: 
would not venture to travel in the 
highway, leit I fhould tall into the 
hands of my purluer) and after I 
had actually tumbled in the mire, and 
walked fix or feven long miles by the 
help of a good fpirit, which never’ 
failed me on fuch occafions, I arrived’ 
at the place, and rung the bell at the 
garden- gate for admittance. Seeing’ 
my figure, whieh was very uncouth,’ 
together with my draggled condition,’ 
they denied me entrance; but when’ 
they underitood who I was, imme-’ 
diately opened the door, and I was: 
hofpitably entertained, after having 
been the fubjeét of mirth, -on account* 
of my drefs and adventure. 
« Next day I returned and took pof-> 
feffion of my houfe again, where I re- 
fumed my tormer amufemgnts, which ° 
I enjoyed in quiet for the {pace of a 
whole month, waiting with refigna-: 
tiontor the iffue of my law-fuit; when ~ 
one afternoon I was apprized of his 
lordfhip’s approach by one of my 
{pies, whom I always employed to 
reconnoitre the road ; and fo fortunate 
Oo 2 . ‘ was 
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was Tin the choice of thefe fcouts, that 
I never was betrayed by one of them, 
though they were often bribed for that 
purpofe. 

‘ I no fooner received this intelli- 
gence, than I ordered my horfe to be 
faddled, and mounting, rode out of 
fight immediately, directing my courfe 
a different way from the London road. 
T had not long proceeded in this track, 
when my career was all of a fudden 
{topped by a five-bar gate, which, af- 
ter fome hefitation, I refolved to leap, 
(my horfe being an old hunter) if I 
fhould find myfelf purfued. How- 
ever, with much difficulty I made a 
fhift to open it, and arrived in fafety 
at the houfe of my very good friend 
Mr.G » who being a juftice of 
the .peace, had promifed me his pro- 
teStion, if it fhould be wanted. , 
‘ Thus fecured for the prefent, I 
fent out {pies to bring information of 
his lordfluip’s proceedings, and under-' 
ftood that he had taken poffeffion of 


-my houfe, turned my fervants adrift, 
and made himfelf'mafter of. all my’ 


moveables, cloaths, and papers. As 
for the papers, they were of no confe- 
quence, but of cloaths I had a good’ 
ftock ; and when I had reafon to be- 
lieve that he did not intend to relin- 
quith his conqueft, I thought it was 
high time for me to remove to a greater 
diftance from his quarters. Accord - 
ingly, two days after my efcape, I fet 
out at eleveri o'clock at night, ina 
chariot and four, which I borrowed 
of my friend, attended by a footman, 


‘who was a ftout fellow and well arm- 


ed, I mytelf being provided with a 


“brace of good piitols, which I was 
. fully determined to ufe againft any 


perion who thould prefume to lay vio- 


» lent hands upon me, except my lord, 


for whom a lefs mortal weapon would 
have fufficed, fuch as a bodkin or a 
tinder-box. Nothing could be farther 
from my intention, than the defire of 


hurting any living creature, much lefs ' 


my hufband; my defign was only to 
defend mytelf from cruelty and op- 
preffion, which I knew, by fatal ex- 
perience, would infallibly be my lot, 
fhould he get me into his power; and 
I thought { had as good a right to pre- 
ferve my happinefs, as that which 
every individual has to preferve his 
life, efpecially againft a fet of ruffians, 
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who were engaged to rob me of it 
for a little dirty lucre. 
‘ In the midft of our journey, the 
footman came up, and told me I was 
dogged; upon which I looked out, 
and feeing a man riding by the cha- 
riot-fide, prefented one of my piftols: 
out at the window, and preferved that 
pofture of defence until he thought 
proper to retreat, and rid me of the 
fears that attended his company. I 
arrived in town, and changing my . 
equipage, hired an open charfe, in 
which (though I was almoft ftarved 
with cold) I travelled to Reading, 
which I reached by ten next morning 3 
and from thence proceeded farther in 
the country, with a view of taking re- 
fuge with Mrs. C » who was m 
particular friend. Here I fhould have 
found fhelter, though my lord had 
been before-hand with me, and en- 
deavoured to prepoflefs her againft my 
conduét, had not the houfe been croud- 
ed with company, among whom I 
could not pofnibly have been concealed, 
efpecially from her brother, who was. 
an intimate friend of my perfecutor. 
‘ Things being thus fituated, I en- 
joyed but a very fhort interview with 
her, in which her forrow and perplex- , 
ity on my account appeared with great 
expreflion in her countenance; and 
though it was not in her power to af- 
ford me the relief I expeéted, fhe in 
the moft gentleel manner fent after 
me a fmall fum of money, thinking 
that, confidering the hurry in which 
I left my houfe, I might have occafion 
for iton the ruad. I was by this time 
benumbed with cold, fatigued with 
travelling, and almoft fretted to death, 
by my .difappointment. However, 
this was no time to indulge defpon- 
dence; fince nobody could or would 
affift me, I ftood the more in need of 
my own refolution and prefence of 
mind. After fome deliberation, I 
fteered my courfe back to London ; 
and being unwilling to return by the 
fame road in which 1 came, as well as 
impatient to be at the end of my jour- 
ney, I chofe the Bagfhot’ way, and 
ventured to crofs the heath by moon- 
light. 
“ Here I was attacked by a footpad 
armed with a broad-fword, who came 
up and demanded my money. “ My 
ftock amounted to twelve guineas 3 
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© and I forefaw, that fhould I be ftripped 
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of the whole fum, I could not travel 
without difcovering who I was, and 


confequently running the rifk of be-' 


ing detested by my purfuer. On 
thefe confiderations I gave the fellow 


three guineas and fome filver; with 


which he was fo far from being fatif- 
fied, -that he threatened to fearch me 
for more: but I ordered the coach- 
man to proceed, and by good fortune 


éfcaped that ceremony; though I was’ 


under fome apprehenfion of bein 


overtaken with a-piftol-bullet in my’ 
flight, and therefore held down my 
head in the chaife, in imitation of fome 
great men, who are faid to have duck - 


ed in the fame manner in the day of 
battle. 


‘ My fears happened to be difap- 


pointed. I lay at an inn upon the 


‘road, and next day arrived in town, 
in the utmoft difficulty and diftrefs ; 
for I knew not where to fix my habi-’ 


tation, and was deftitute of all means 
of fupport. In this dilemma, I ap- 
plied to my lawyer, who recommend- 


ed me to the houfe of a tradefman in> 


Weltminfter, where I lodged and 
boarded upon credit with my faithful 
Abigail, (whom I fhall diftinguith by 
the name of Mis. S 


abroad. 


¢ While I was thus harrafled out of 
all enjoyment of life, and reduced to" 


the utmoft indigence, by the cruelty 
of my perfecutor, who had even {trip- 
ped me of my wearing-apparel, I made 
a conqueft of Lord D » a noble- 
man who is now dead, and therefore 
I fhall fay little of his charaéter, 
which is perfectly well known: this 
only will I obferve, that next to iny 
own tyrant, he was the perfon of 
whom I had the greateft abhorrence. 
Neverthelefs, when thefe two came in 
competition, I preferred the offers of 
this new lover, which were very con- 
fiderable; and as an afylum was the 
chief thing I wanted, agreed to fol- 


low him to his country-feat, whither 


I aftually fent my cluaths, which I 
had purchafed upon credit. 


« However, upon mature deliberation,, 


I changed my mind, and fignified my 
refolution in a letter, defiring, at the 
fame time, that my baggage might be 
fent back. In confequence of this 


r) for the 
fpace of ten weeks, during which I 
{aw nobody, and never once ftirred’ 
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meflage, IT expeéted a vifit from him, 
in all the rage of indignation and dif- 
appointment, and gave orders, that. 
he fhould not be admitted into . 
houfe: yet, notwithftanding this pre- 
caution, he found means to procure 
entrance; and one of the firft objegts 
that I faw next morning in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with 
his horfe-whip, againit which (from 
the knowledge of the man) I did not 
think myfelf altogether fecure; though 
I was not much alarmed, becaufe I 
believed myfelf fuperior to him in point 
of bravery, fhould the worft come to 
the worlt; but, contrary to my expec- 
tation, and his ufual behaviour to our 
fex, he accofted me very politely, and 
began to expoftulate upon the con- 
tents of my letter. I freely told him, 
that I had rafhly affented to his pro- 
pofal, for my own convenience only; 
that when I reflected on what I had 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me 
to live with him upon thefe terms; 
and that, as I did not like him, and 
could not diffemble, fuch a corref-' 
pondence could never tend to the fa- 
tisfa&tion of either. He allowed the 
inference was juft, though he was very 
much chagrined at my previous pro- 
ceeding: he relinquifhed his claim, 
reftored my cloaths, and never after- 
wards upbraided me with my condué& 
in this affair; though he at one time 
owned, that he fill loved me, and 
ever fhould, becaufe I had uled him 
ill; a declaration that ftrongly marks 
the peculiarity of his character. As 
for my own part, I own that my be- 
haviour on ‘this occafion is no other 
way excufab!e, than on account of the 
milerable perplexity of my circum - 
ftances, which were often fo calami- 
tous, that I wonder I have not been 
compelled to take fuch fteps as would 
have rendered my conduét much more 
exceptionable than it really is. 

* At laft all my hopes were blafted 
by the iflue of my fuit, which was de- 
termined in favour of my lord. Even 
then I refufed to yield; on the con- 
trary, coming out of retirement, I 
took lodgings in Suffolk Street, and 
fet my tyrant at defiance. But, being 
unwilling to tru{t my doors to the care 
of other people, I hired an houfe in 
Conduit Strect; and no fooner ap- 
peared in the world again, than I was 
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of admirers. I believe I received the 


< uicenfe and addreffes of all kinds un-. 
< der the fun, except that fort which 
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was moft to my liking, a man capable 
of contraéting and infpiring a mutual 
attachment; but fuch a one is equally 
rare and ineftimable: not but that I 
_own myfelf greatly obliged to al! thefe 
-whocultivated. my good graces, though 
they were very little beholden to me; 
. for where I did not really love, I could: 
never profefs that paffion; that fort of. 
diffimulation is a flavery that no ho- 
-neft nature will undergo. Except one: 
-worthy young man whom I fometimes 
faw, they were a firange medley of) 
.infignificant beings; one was infipid, 
‘another ridiculonily, affected; a third: 
_void of all education; .a fourth alrw- 
_gether inconfitent ; and, in fhort, I 
“found as many trifling characters a-: 
mong the men, as ever I obferved in. 
‘my own fex. Some of them I endea- 
-voured to bring over to my maxims, | 
while they attempted to make,a pro- 
-felyte of me; but finding the tafk im- 
-praéticable on both fides, we very 


*. wilely dropped each other. 
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*. AtJength, however, I was bleffed 
with the acquaintance of one noble-. 
man, who is, perhaps, the firft cha-» 
raéter in England, in point of honour, : 
integrity, wit, fenfe, and benevolence: 
when I have thus diftinguifhed him, 
I reed fcarce mention Lord 
. This great, this good man, pofleffes 
every accomplifiment. requifite to in- 
Spire admiration, love, and elteem. 
With infinitely more merit than al- 
mot ever fell to one man’s fhare, he 
manifelts fuch difidence of his own 
qualifications, as cannot fal to pre- 
pofiels every company in his favour. 
He fees to obferve nothing, yet fees 
every thing; his manner of telling a» 
ftory, and making trifles elegant, is 
peculiar to-himlelf; and though he 
has a thoufand oddities, they {erve 
only to make him more agreeable. 
After what I have faid, it may be 
fuppofed that I was enamourcd of his 
perion: but this was not the cafe; 
tove is altogether capricious and fan- 
ciful; yet { admire, honour, and 
eftcem him to the higheft degree, and 
when I obferve, that his character re- 
Aerabled that of my dear departed 
friend Mr. B , or rather, that 
Mr.B , had he lived, would have 
resembled Lord ——, I pay the higheit 
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compliment I can conceive both totke 
living and the dead. 

‘ In this nobleman’s friendthip and. 
conver fation I thought myfelf happy ; 
though I was, as ufual, expofed tothe 
indetatigable efforts of my lord, who,. 
one day, while I was favoured with 
the company of this generous friend, 
appeared at my door in his coach, at-- 
‘tended by another gentleman, who 
demanded entrance with an air_of. 
authority. A very honeft foetman, 
who had been long in my fervice, ran 
up ftairs in the utmoft confternation, 
and gave me an account of what had 
happened below. Upon which, I told 
him he had nothing to anfwer for, 
and ordered him to keep the door faft. 
fhut againft all oppofition: though I 
was fo much affeéted with this unex- 
pected aflault, that Lord faid,: 


_hewas never more furprized and thock-. 


ed in his life, than at the horror which: 
appeared in my countenance, when I 


_faw the Coach ftop at my door. 


‘ My little hero being refufed admit- » 
tance, went away, threatened to return 
fpeedily with a reinforcement; and 
during this interval, I provided myfelf, 
with a soldier, whom I placed centt- 
nel at the door, within fide, to guard 
me from the danger of fuch affaults 
for the future. My lord, true to his 
promife, marched back with his auxi- 
liaries, reinforced with a conftable, 
and repeated his demand of being ad- 
mitted; and my foldier opening the 
fath, in erder to an{wer him, accord- 

ing to my direétions, he no fooner per- : 

ceived the rtd coat, than he was feized 
.with fuch a pannick, that he inftant- 
ly fled with great precipitation;. and 
when he recounted the adventure, like 
Falftaff in the play, multiplicd my 
guard into a whole file of mufque- 
steers. He alfo made a fhift to dif- 
cover the gentleman, who had been 
fo kind as to lend me one of his com- 
pany, and complained of him to the 
Duke of N , In hopes of feeing 
hin broke for his mifdemeanor; but 
m that expectation he was luckily dif- 

appointed. 

‘ Perceiving that in England I fhould 
never enjoy peace, but be continually 
fubjet to thofe alarms and difquiets 
which had already impaired my health 
and {pirits, I refolved to repair again 
to France, my beft refuge and fure re- 
treat from the perfecution of my ty- 
‘ © rant. 
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rant. Yet, before I took this ftep, I 
endeavoured, .by- the advice of my 
friends, to conceal myfelf near Wind- 
for; but was in a little time difcover- 
ed by my lord, and hunted out of my 
lurking-place accordingly. I then 
removed to Chelfea, where I fuffered 
inconceivable uneafinefs and agitation 
of mind, from the nature of my fitua- 
tion, my tranquillity being thus in- 
ceffantly invaded by a man who could 
not be fatisfied with me, and yet could 
not live without me: fo that, though 
I was very much indifpofed, I fet put 
for France, by the way of the Hague, 
as the war had fhut up all other com- 
munication, having no other attendant 
but my woman S 1; who, though 
fhe dreaded the fea, and was upon the 
brink of matrimony, would not quit 
me in fuch a calamitous condition, 
until Iwas joined by my footman and 
other maid, whom I ordered to fol- 
low me with the baggage. But, be- 
fore my departure, I fent a meflage to 
Lord , demanding my cloaths, 
which he had feized in Effex; and he 
refufing to deliver them, I was obliged 
to equip myfelf anew upon credit. 

‘ J was fupplied with money for my 
— by my good friend L 3 
and after a fhort and pleafant paflage, 
arrived at the Hague, where I ftayedtwo 
months, and parted with S——r, on 
whom I fettled asi annuity of five and 
twenty pounds, payable out of the 
provifion which I had or might obtain 
from my hufband. The fame allow- 
ance had I prevailed upon Lord B 
to grant to another maid, who at- 
tended me while I lived in his houte. 
‘J did not much relith the people in 
Holland, becaufe they feemed entirely 
devoted to felf-intereft, without any 
tafte for pleafure or politenef 3 a f{pe- 
cies of difpofition that could not be 
vefy agreeable tome, who always de- 
fpifed money, had an unbounded be- 
nevolence of heart, and loved pleafure 
beyond every other confideration.— 
When I fay pleafure, I would not be 
underftood to mean fenfuality, which 
conftitutes the fupreme happinefs of 
thofe only who are void of fentiment 
and imagination. Neverthelefs, I re- 
ceived fome ciyilities in this place ; 
and among the reft, the reputation of 
having for my lover the King of 
P——s minifter, who was young and 


airy, and vifited me often; circum- 
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25 
ftances that were fufficient to lay me 
under the imputation of an amour, 
which I frequently incurred without 
having given the leaft caufe of fu- 
fpicion. . 
‘ Having taken leave of my Dutch 
friends, I departed from the Hague, in 
company with an Englifh woman, 
whom I had chofe for that purpofe, 
and arrived at Antwerp, with much 
difficulty and danger, the highway be- 
ing infefted with robbers. After hay- 
ing repofed myfelf a few days in this 
city, 1 hired a coach for myfelf, and 
fet out, with my companion, for Bruf- 
fels; but before we reached Mechlin, 
our vehicle was attacked by two: huf- 


‘fars, who, with their fabres drawn, 


obliged the coachman to drive into a 

wood near the road. I at fir{ft ima- 

gined they wanted to examine our paff- 

ports, but was foon too well convinced 

of their defign; and though very much 

fhocked at the difcovery, found refo- 

lution enough to fupprefs my concern, 

fo.that it fhould not aggravate the 

terrors of the young woman, who had . 
almoft died with apprehenfion. I even 
encouraged her to hop: for the beft 5 
and addrefling myfelf to the robbers 
in French, begged in the moft fup- 
pliant manner, that they would {pare 
our lives; upon which one of them, 
who was a little fellow, affured me in 
the fame language, that we had no- 
thing to fear for our perfons. 

‘ When we were conveyed in a ftate 
of dreadful fufpence above three quar- 
ters of a mile into the wood, the ruf- 
fians came into the coach, and taking 


‘my keys, which I kept ready in my 


hand for them, opened three large 
trunks that contained my baggage, 
and emptying them of every thing 
but my hoops and a ‘few books, pack~ 
ed up their booty in a cloth; then 
robbed me of my money and jewels, 
even to my fhoe-buckles and fleeve- 
buttons, took my footman’s laced hat, 
and gave it, by way of gratification, _ 
to a peafant, who came from behind 
the buthes, and aflifted them in pack - 
ing. 
‘This affair being difpatched, they 
ordered us to return to the road by a 
different way from that in which we 
were carried into the wood; and 
mounting their horfes, rode off with 
the plunder, though not before the 
little fellow, who was the leatt fero- 
© clous 
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cious of the two, had come and fhaken 
me by the hand, wifhing us a good 
journey ; a compliment which I hear- 
tily returned, being extremely well 
pleafed with the retreat of two fuch 
companions, who had detained us a 
whole half hour; during which, not- 
withftanding the affurance I, had re- 

ceived, I was in continual apprehen- 

fion of feeing their operation concluded 
with the murder of us all; for I fuppofe 
they were of that gang, who had tome 
time before murdered a French officer, 

and ufed a lady extremely ill, after 

having rifled her of all fhe had. 

‘ Having thus undergone pillage, and 

being reduced to the extremity of in- 

digence in a foreign land, it is not to 
be fuppofed that my reflections were 
very comfortable; and yet, though I 

fuftained the whole damagey I was the 
only perfon in the company who bore 

the accident with any refolution and 

prefence of mind. My coachman and 
valet feemed quite petrified with fear; 

and it was not till | had repeated my 
direétions, that the former drove far- 

ther into the wood, and took the firft 

turning to the right, in order to re- 

gain the road, ‘according to the com- 

mand of the robbers, which I did not 
chufe to difobey. 

‘This misfortune I fuffered by the 
mifinformation I received at Antwerp,- 
where I would have provided myfelf 
with an efcort, had not I been affured, 

that there was not the leait occafion 

to put myfelf to fuch extraordinary 

expence: and indeed the robbers took 
the only half hour in which they could 

have had an oportunity of plundering 
us; for we no fooner returned into the 

highway, than we met with the French 
artillery coming from Bruffels, which 
was afecurity to us during the reft of 
our journey. We were afterwards in- 

formed, at a fimall village, that there 
was actually a large gang of deferters, 
who harboured in that wood, from 
which they made excurfions in the 
neighbourhood, and kept the peafants 

in continual alarms. 

‘ Having proceeded a little way, we 
were {topped by the artillery croifing 
a bridge; and as the train was very 
long, amuft have been detained til 

night, had not a foldier informed me, 

that if I would take the trouble to 

come out of my coach, and apply to 
the commandant, he would order them 
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to halt, and allow me to pafs. I took 
the man’s advice, and was by him 
conduéted, with much difficulty, 
through the crowd to fome officers, 
who feemed fcarce to deferve the name; 
for when I fignified my requeft, they 
neither rofe up, nor defired me to fit 
down; but lolling in their chairs, with 
one leg ftretched out, afked, with an 
air of difrefpe€tful raillery, where I 
was going; and when I anfwered, 


‘© To Paris;” defired to know what 1 
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would do there. 

‘I, who am naturally civil where I 
am civilly ufed, and faucy enough 
where I think myfelf treated with 
difregard, was very much piqued at 
their infolent and unmannerly beha- 
viour, and began to reply to their im- 
pertinent queftions very abruptly; fo 
that a very tart dialogue would have 
enfued, had not the converfation been 
interrupted by a tall, thin, genteel, 
young French nobleman, an officer in 
the army, who chancing to come in, 
afked with great politenefs, what I 
would pleafe tohave. I then repeated 


my defire, and produced my paffports, 


by which he learned who Iwas. He 
immediately gave orders that my coach 
fhould pafs;. and afterwards vifited . 
me at Paris, having obtained my per- 
miffion, and taken my addrefs at part- 
ing; while the others, underftanding 
my name and quality, afked pardon 
for their impolite carriage, which they 
told me was owing to the reprefenta- 
tion of the foldier, who gave them to 
underitand, that I was a ttrolling ac- 
trefs. 
* I could not help laughing heartily 
at this miftake, which might have pro- 
ceeded from the circumftances of my 
appearance, my footman having been 
‘obliged to change hats with the pea- 
fant, and myfelf being without buckles 
in my fhoes, and buttons in my riding 
fhirt, while my countenance ftill re- 
tained marks of the fear and confufion 
I had undergone. After all, perhaps 
the fellow was a droll, and wanted 
to entertain himfelf at my expence. 
‘The day was fo far confumed in 
thefe adventures, that I was obliged 
to take up my lodgings at Mechlin, 
where I addreffed myfelf to the inten- 
dant, giving him an account of the 
difafter { had met with, and defiring I 
might have credit at the inn, as our 
whole company could not raife the 
‘ value 
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value of a fix-pence. This gentle- 
man, though a provincial, was polite 


-in his way, and not only granted my 


requeft, but invited me to lodge at his 
own houfe, accordingly gave him: 
my company at fupper, but did not 
chufe to fleep in his quarters, becaufe 
he appeared to be what the French call 
un vieux debanché. . 
‘ Next day he fent a trumpet to the 
general, with a detail of my misfor- 
tune, in hopes of retrieving what I 
had lof;. ca, notwithftanding all 
poffible fearch, I was fain to put up 
with my damage, which, in linen, 
laces, cloaths, and baubles, amounted 
to upwards of feven hundred pounds : 
a lofs which never deprived me of one 
mament’s relt; forthough I lodged at 
a miferable inn, and Jay ina paltry 
bed, I flept as found.as if nothing 
extraordinary had happened, after- I 
had written to London and Paris, di« 
reéting that the payment of my bills 
of credit might be ftopped. Indeed, 
I know but of two misfortunes in life 
capable of deprefling my fpirits; name- 
ly, the lofs of health and friends; all 
others may be prevented or endured. 
The articles of that calamity which I 
chiefly regretted, were a piCture of 
Lord W——m, and fome inimitable 
letters from Mr. B 
‘ From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruf- 
fels, where being known, I got credit 
for fome neceffaries, and borrowed 
twenty guineas, to defray the expence 
of my journey toe Paris. Having con- 
fulted with my friends about the fafeft 
method of travelling through Flanders, 
I was perfuaded to take places in the 


publick voiture; and accordingly de- | 


parted, not without fears of finding one 
part of the country as much inteiled 

with robbers as another. Nor were thete 
apprehenfions affuaged by the conver- 

fation of my fellow-travellers, who 

being of the lower fort of people, that 

delight in exaggerating dangers, en- 

tertained me all the way with an ac- 

count of all the robberies and murders 

which had been committed on that 

road, with many additional citcum- 

ftances of their own invention. 

‘ After having been two days expof- 

ed to this comfortable converfation, 

among very difagreezble company, 

which is certainly one of the mojt 
difagreeable fituatioms in. life, \I ar- 
rived at Lille; where, thinking the. 
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now pafled, [ hired a patches and 
in two ak more reached Paris, with«. 
out any farther. moleftation. | 
© Upon my arrival-in this capital, I 
was immediately vifited by my old ac- 
quaintances, who hearing my difafter,: 
offered me their cloaths, and infifted 
upon my wearing them, until I could 
be otherwife provided. They likewife. 
engaged me in parties, with a view of: 
amufing my imagination, that I might 
net grow melancholy in reflecting 
upon my lofs; «and defired me.to re+ 
peat the particulars of my ftory forty 
times over, exprefling great furprize 
at our not being murdered, or ravifh- 
ed at leat. As forthis lah {pecies of 
outrage, the fear of it never once en- 
tered my head, otherwifeI fhould have 
been more fhocke@’and alarmed thin 
I really was: but it feems this was 
the chief circumftance of my compa- 
nion’s apprehenfion; and I cannot 
help obferving, that an homely woman 
is always more apt to entertain thofe. 
fears, than one whofe perfon expofes 
her te much more imminent danger. - 
However, I now learned, that the rifk 
I ran was much greater than I. jma- 
gined it to be, thofe ruffians being fa 
miliarized to rape as well as murder. 
‘ Soon after my appearance in Paris, 
E- was favoured with the addrefles of 
feveral French lovers; but I never had 
any tatte for foreigners, or indeed for 
any 4amufements of that kind, excepr 
fuch as were likely to be lating and 
fettled upon a more agreeable foating 
than that of common gallantry. Wher — 
I deviated from this principle, my 
conduct was the effet of compul- 
fion, and therefore I was never ealy , 
under it, having been reduced to the 
alternative of two evils, the leat of 
which I was obliged to chufe, as a 
man leaps into the fea, in order to 
efcape from a fhip that is on fire. 
‘ Though I rejeéted their love, I did 
not refule their company and conver- 
fation,; and though my health was 
contiderably impawed by the fhock I 
received in my laft adventure, which 
svas canfiderably greater than J at firit 
imagined, and-atfected my companion’ 
fo muchy that the didnot recover her- 
pirits till fhe returned to Bpgland: I 


fay, though I was for fore time a vale- 


tudinarian, I enjoyed myfelf in great 
tranquillity fer the {pace of ten months, 
a Pp ' © during 
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¢ during which was vifited by Englith, 
* Scotch, and French, of al! parties and 
¢ perfuafions; for pleafure is of no fac- 
tion, and that was’ the chief object of 
my purfuit; neither.was I fo ambiti- 
ous of being:a politician,’as to. employ 
my time'and thoughts upon: fubjects 
which eI did not -underftand. -°} had 
admirers of all fides, and fhould have 


ing; had not I felt my. funds fenfibly 
diminith, without any profpeét of their 
being: repaired ; for I had been obliged 
to lay out'2 great part of. the fum al- 
_lotted for my fabfiftence, in fupplying 
my companion, my fervant,: and my- 
felt, with neceflaries, in lieu of thofe 
which we hau lolt.° 
6 Having before my eyes the uncom: 
fortable profpect of wanting money in 
a ftrang place, Itfound mylelf under 
the neceflity of returning to England, 
where I had more: refources than I 
could poflibly have among foreigners} 
and -with that view »wrote to.Lord 
*s agents, defiring that I might 
be :enabled ; to -difcharge my obliga‘ 
tions at Paris, by. the:payment of my 
pin-money. Thus a negociation com- 
-menced, and his lordfhip promifed -to 
remit money for.the clearance-of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four 
hundred pounds: but he would not 
advance one‘ farthing more, though I 
gave him to underftand, that while he 
protracted the agreement, I muft inevi- 
tably be adding to my incumbrances, 
and that I fhould be as effe€tually de- 
tained by a debt of twenty pounds as 
if L.owed a thoufand..oNotwithftand- 
ing.all my reprefentations,” he would 
not part with one fhilling over the 
neat fum which I: had at firft ftipu- 
lated ; fo that.all my meafures were 
rendered abortive, and I found it alto- 
gether impraéticable to execute thofe 
refolutions I had formed in his fa- 
Vour, . . a 

¢ Thus did he, for a mere trifle, em- 
barrafs the woman for whom he pro- 
feffes the moft unlimited love, and 
whofe principles he pretends to hold in 
1} the utmoft veneration. Indeed, his 
confidence.in my integrity is not with- 
out foundation; for many wives, with 
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“have ruined him >to all intents and 
‘. purpofes'3 whereas, notwithftanding 
*- all theextraordinary expences to which 


‘ I have been expefed by his continual’ 


{pent my time very much to my lik- — 


one half of my’ provocation, would’ 
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* perfecution, he never paida fhillind 
ou my account, except ‘one thoufand 
pounds, -exclofive of the fimal] allow- 
ance ‘which was my due... Ina word, 
fo much time elapfed before my lord 
could prevail upon himfelf to advance 
the bare four hundred, that I was in- 
volved in frefh difficulties, from which 
I found it impoffible to extricate my- 
felf: and though-I had eccafion’ to 
»write a letter to my benefactor Lord 
——, in’which ¥ expreffed my ac- 
‘knowledgment for pait tavours,I could 
not venture to folicit more ; even whert 
I was’encouraged by a very obliging 
_anfwer; wherein he declared that the 
good qualities of my mind and heart 
-would bind him tome in friendhip for 
ever. ./ : . 
© While I ruminated on my uncom- 
fortable fituation, which ~would nei- 
ther permit me to return to England, 
noF to itay ‘much longer where I was, 
a young Englifhman of immenfe for- 
.tune took Paris in his way from Italy, 
accompanied by- a -moft agreeable 
Scotchman, of very godd -fenfe and 
€ great vivacity. It was my good or 
‘till fortune to become acquainted with 
« thefe gentlemen, who having feen me 
* atthe opera, exprefled a defire of be- 
¢.ing known to me, and accordingly fa- 
* youred me with a-vifit one-afternoon, 
*when the brifk North Briton ingroffed 
the. whole converfation; while the 
‘other feemed fearful and diffident even 
to a degree of bafhfulnefs, through 
which, however, I could difcern a de- 
licate fenfibility and uncommon un- 
, derftanding. ‘There was in his per- 
| fun; (which was very agreeable) as’ 
welk as in his behaviour, a certain 
naiveté that was very pleafing; and 
. at this firft interview we relifhed each 
other’s company fo well, that a fort of 
intimacy immediately commenced, and 
. was carried on in a fucceflion of par- 
ties of pleafure, in the courfe of which 
T found him fraught with all the ten- 
dernefs and fentiment that render the 
heart fufceptible of the moit refined 
love;-a difpofition that immediately 
-made me partial to him, while it-fub- 
jected his own heart to all the violent 
impreffions of a paffion, which I little 
‘.imagined our correfpondence would 
‘ have produced. - : 
‘ Neverthelefs, I was far from being 
‘ difpleafed with my conqueit, becaute 
‘shis perfon and qualifications, as, well 
‘ as 
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as his manner of addrefs, were very 
much to my liking, and recommend: * 
ed him in a particular manner to my - 


affe&tion. Indeed, he made a greater 


progrefs in my heart than I ‘myfelf’ 
fufpected; for there was fomething 


congenial in our fouls, which from 
our firft meeting I believe had attraé&t- 
ed us (unknown to ourfelves) under 


the notions of friendthip and regard,’ 
and now difclofed itfelf in the moft_ 


paffionate love. 


* I liftened to 


was the quinteflence of tendermets and 
fincerity, while his generofity knew 
‘no bounds. Not contented with hav- 
ing paid twelve hundred pounds’ on’ 
my account, in the {pace of one fort- 
night, he would have loaded me with 
prefent after prefent, had not'I abfo- 


lutely refufed to accept fuch expenfive 


marks of his munificence. { was even 


mortified at thofe inftances of -his hi- | 
berality, which my fituation compel- 


led me to receive; left, being but little 


acquainted with my difpofition,’ He’ 


fhould fufpe& me of being intérefted’ 


in my dove, and judge my ‘conduét by 


the malicious reports of common fame, 


which he afterwards owned had at firit 
obtained fuch credit with him, that he 
believed our mutual attachment would 
not be of long duration. But in this 
particular he was foon undeceived : 
his heart, though naturally adapted 


‘for the melting paffion, had hitherto 


efcaped intouched by all the ladies of 
Italy and Frances; and therefore the 
firit impreffions were the more deeply 
fixed. As he was unpractifed in the 
ways of common gallantry and deceit, 
the ftriking fimplicityin his character 
was the more likely to engage the 
heart of one whe knew the hee of 
the world, and deipifed all the farce 
and bombatt of fafhionable profeffion, 
which I had always cenfidered as the 
phrafe of vanity and oitentation, ra- 
ther thin the genuine language of 
love. Befides, gratitude had a con- 
fiderable thare in augmenting my af- 
feftion, which manifefted itfelf in fuch 
a warm, cordial, artlefs manner, ‘as 
increafed his efteem, and rivetted his 
attachment; for he could eafily per- 
ceive from the whole tenour of my 
condud, that my breaft was an ‘utter 
ftranger to craft and diffimulation: 
yet I was at Arit fearful of contract- 


his addreffes, and we’ 
were truly happy. His attachment’ 
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‘ing any engagement ‘with him,“ be- 
¢ caufe- being youngcr than me, he might 
* be more’apt to change, and the world 
‘ might be malicious enough tofuppofe 
¢-I had praétifed upon his mexperience 5 
‘but, con{ciois of my own integrity, 
© [ fet flander at defiance, trufting to 
‘my own behaviour, ‘and-his’natural 
‘‘probity, for the continuan-eof-his 
© love. ' Though: we did not live toge- 
© ther in the fame houfe, the greateft part 
© of ‘our time was! fpent in each.other’s 
© company j°we-dined and fupped at 
‘-the fame: table, frequénted - publick 
* places, went upon parties to the coun-" 
“try, and never parted, but ‘for a few 
‘hours ‘in the'aight,'which we pafied 
‘in ‘the “utmoft impatience “to. meet 
© again, 2 <> WE te ‘ a * 
‘.in this agreeable manner did the 
‘days roll ony-when my’ felicity-“was 
‘ interrupted” by’ a fit of jealoufy with 
¢ which I happened to-be feized. Thad’ 
* ‘contracted ,an acquaintance with-a 
© young married lady; Wwho,’though her | 
© perfonal-attra€tions were but flender, 
* was, ‘upon’ the whole, an agreeable, 
‘-chearful, “good-natured companion, 
‘ with a little-dath of. the coquette in 
© her’ compofition. This woman be- 
‘ ing in‘ very indigent circumftances, 
* occaftened by fome lofles her hufband 
‘had ‘fuftaied, no fooner had an op- 
‘ portunity of feeing and coriverfing 
‘with my lover, than fhe formed a de- 
‘ fign of making a conqueftofhim. I 
¢ fhould have forgiven her: for this 
© {cheme, whatever pangs it might have 
© coft me, had I believed it the ‘effeét 
‘ of real paffion ; but I knew her too 
© well to {uppofe her heart was fufcep- | 
‘ tible of love, and accordingly refent- 
ed it. In the execution of her plan, the 
‘ negleted nothing which the thought 
‘ capable of engaging his attention. 
‘-She took all opportunities of fitting 
© near him at table, ogled him in the 
© moft palpable manner, direéted her 
* whole difcourfe to him, trod upon his 
‘ toes; nay, I believe, fqueezed’ his 
“hand. My blood boiled at: her, 
‘ though my pride, for fome time, en- 
‘ abled me to conceal my uneafinefs ; 
© till at length her behavjour became fo 
* arrogant and grofs, that I ceuld no 
‘ longer fupprefs my indignation, and 
* one day told my lover, that I wonld 
‘ immediately renounce his coriefpon- 
© dence. 
* He was greatly alarmed at this un- 
Pp2 « expected 
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‘ . 
expected declaration; and when he 


that for the future he would never ex- 
change one word with her. Satisfied 
with this mark of his fincerity and re-: 
gard, I releafed him from this promife, ' 
which he could not poffibly keep, 
while the and I lived upon any terms; 
and we continued to vifiteach other 
as ufual, though the fill perfifted in: 
her endeavours to rival me in his af- 
feftion, and contra&ed .an intimacy. 
with his companion, who feemed to: 
entertain a paffion for her, that fhe 
might have che more frequent oppor-. 
tunities cf being among us;. for the: 
had no obje&ion againft favouring. 
the addreffes of both. One evening,» 
I remember, wefet out in my coach» 
for the operag and in the way, this 
inamorata was, fo bufy with her feet,» 
that I was incenfed. at her, behaviour, 
‘and when we arrived at the place, re- 


declared -my intention of returnin 
home immediately.. She was fo ane, 3 
pleafed with this intimation, that fhe 
could not conceal the joy the felt at 


uninterrupted by my prefence; an ?- 

portunity with which I had never fa- 
voured her before. This open exul- 

tation increajed my anger and anxiety. 

I went home; but, being ftull tortured 

with the reflection of having left them 

together, adjuited myfelf in the glafs, 
though I was too angry to take notice 
of my own figure, and without farther 
delay returned to the opera. 

‘ Having enquired for the box in 

which they fat, I took poffeffion of one 

that fronted them, and reconnoitering 

them, without being perceived, had. 
the fatisfaction of feeing him removed 

to as great a diitance trom her as the 

place would permit, and his head turn- 

ed another way. . Compofed by this 

examination, I joined them without 

farther fcruple, when my young gen- 
tleman exprefled great joy at my ap- 
pearance, and told me i was deter- 

mined to have left the entertainment, 
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returned at that inftant, 

* In our way homewards, my rival 
repeated her ufual hints, and with her 
« Jarge hoop almoft overfhadowed my 
¢ Jover from my view; upon which my 
¢ -jealoufy and wrath recurred with fuch 
¢ yinlence, that I pulled the firing, as a 
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-underftood the caufe of it, affured me, : 


fufed to alight, but fetting them down,’ 


the thoughts of converfing with him,’ 


and came in queft of me, had J not - 


‘ fignal for the’ coachman to ftop, witha 
‘ view of getting out, and going home 
€ afoot; aitep which would have afford- 
* ed anew pectacle tothe people of Paris. 
‘ But I reflected, in a moment, upon the 
* folly of fuch a refolution, and foon re- 
‘ collected myfelf, by calling my pride 
* tomy afliftance. J determined, how- 
‘. ever, that fhe fhould adt no more icenes 

‘ of this kind in my prefence, and thae 
‘ fame night infifted upon my lover's 
‘ droppingal! intercourfeand conneciion 
‘with this tormentor. He very chear- 
‘ fully complied with my defire, and 
* was even glad of an occalion to break 
‘.off his’ acquaintance with a_perfon 
‘about whom I had plagued him fo 
6 much. e 

© Thus was I freed from the perfecu- 
© tion of one of thofe creatures, who, 
* theugh of little confequence in them- 
‘ felves, are yet the pefts of fociety, and 
‘ find means to deftroy that harmony 

‘ which reigns between two lovers, by 
‘ the intrufion of a loofe appetite, void. 
© of all fenfibility and difcretions hav- 
‘ ing no feeling themfelves, they cannot 
€ fympathize with that of other people, 
© and do mifchief out of mere wanton- 
© nefe, 

, * My lover being obliged to go to 
‘ England, had tettled me in a genteel 
© houfe in Paris, with a view of returm- 
‘ ing wher his affairs flould be adjuft- 
© ed 4 but when the time of his depar- 
* tufe approached, he began to be uneafly 
‘ at the profpe& of feparation, and wm 
* order to alleviate his anxiety, defired 
* meto accompany him to Calais, where: 
* we ftayed together three or four days, 
‘ during which the dread of parting be- 
‘ came more and more intenfe; fo that 
‘we determined upon my following 
* him into England, by the fir oppor-' 
* tunity, where I fhould live altogether 
* incog. that I might beconcealed from 
‘ the enquiries and attempts of my lord. 
¢ Even after this refolution was fixed, 
“ we parted with all the agonies of lovers. 
‘ who defpair of ever meeting again; 
‘ and the wind blowing very high after 
‘ he had embarked, increafed my fears. 
« But by the return of the packet-boat, 
* I was blefled with the report of his 
* being fafe arrived in England, and 
‘ had the fatisfa&tion of peruting his 
“ Jetters by every poft. 

« My admirer being thus detached. 

‘ from me, my thoughts were entirely: 
* employed in ‘concertng fome private 
« method 
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method of conveying myfelf-to him. 
As I would not truft myfelf in the 
common packet, for fear of being dif- 
covered, after having revolved divers 
fchemes, I determined to tranfport my- 
felf in one of the Dutch fithing-boats,’ 
though I knew the paflage would be 
hazardous; but, in a cafe of fuch 
interetting concern, I overlooked all 
danger and inconvenience. Before I 
put this refolution in practice, I was 
fo fortunate as to hear of a {mall Eng- 
lih vetlel that arrived at Calais with 
a prifoner of war, in which I embark - 
ed, with my companion and another 
lady, who lived with me for fome 
time afterwards; and when we came 


-on board, difcovered that the fhip was 


no other than a light collier, and that 
her whole company amounted to no 
more than three men. Neverthelefs, 
though the fea was fo rough, and the 
weather fo unpromifing, that no other 
boat would venture to put to fea, we 
fet fail, and, between two ftorms, in 
about three hours arrived in fafety in 
Dover. ! 

‘ From hence my firft companion 
went to her friends, in the ftage- 
coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open poft-chaife, (though it fnowed 
very hard) and without any accident 
performed our journey to London, 
where I met with my lover, who flew 
to my arms in all the tranfports of 
impatient joy; and, doubtlefs, I de- 
ferved his afteétion, for the hardthips, 
perils, and difficulties, I had under- 
gone to be with him; for I never 
icrupled to undertake any thing prac- 
ticable, in order to demonitrate the. 
fincerity of what I profefled. 


_ © In confequence of our plan, I af- 


ananh ear a we 


a R®wern a & 


fumed.a fictitious name, and never 
appeared in publick, being fully fatuf- 
fied and happy in the company and: 
coverfation of the man I loved; and 
when he went into the country, con- 
tented my(elf with his correfpondence, 
which he punétually maintained, in 
a feries of letters equally fenfible, iin- 
cere, an-i affectionate. 

‘ Upon his return to town for the re- 
mainder of the feafon, he devoted the 
greateit part of his time to our mu- 
tual enjoyment; Jeft me with reluc- 
tance, when he was called away by in- 
difpenfible bufinefs, and the civility 
which’ was due to his acquaintance, 


and very feldom went to any place of 
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publick entertainment, becaufe I could 
not accompany and fhare with him in 
the diverfion: nay, fo much did I in- 
grofs his attention, that one evening, 
after he had been teazed into an agree- 
ment of meeting fome friends at a play, 
he went thither precifely at the ap- 
-poiited hour, aed as they did not ar- 
rive punétually at the very minute, he 
returned to me immediately, as rnuch 
rejoiced at his efcape as if he had met 
with fome fignal deliverance.- Nor 
was his conftancy inferior to the ar 
dour of his love: we went once toge- 
ther to a ball in the Hay Market, 
where, in the midft of a thoufand fine 
women, whofe charms were enhanced 
by the peculiarity of the dreffes they 
wore, he remained unfhaken, unfe- 
duced, preferving his attachment for 
me, in {pite of all temptation. 


- © In the fummer he provided me with 


an naw nnn an Bannan nan ennnann an 


Lay 


6 
€ 
6 
€ 
6 
€ 
« 
6 
¢ 
¢ 
6 
Cj 
6 


a houfe in the neighbourhood of his 
own; but the accommodations being 
bad, and that country affording no 
other place fit for my refidence, he 
brought me home to his own feat, and 
by that ftep raifed an univerfal cla~ 
mour, though I faw no company, and 
led fuch a folitary life, that nothing 
but exceffive love could have fupport- 
ed my fpirits: nat but that he gave 
me as much of his time as he could 
poffibly {pare from the neceffary duties 
of paying and‘receiving vifits, toge- 
ther with the avocations of hunting, 
and other country amufements, which 
I could not partake. Formerly, in- 
deed, I ufed to hunt and fhoot, but IE 
had left off both; fo that I was now 
reduced to the alternative of reading, 
and walking by myfelf; but, Love 
made up for all defictencies to me, who 


think nothing elfe worth the living 


Sor !—Had I been bleffed with a part- 

ner for life, who could have loved fin-~ 
cerely, and infpired me with a mutual 
flamé, I would have afked no more of 
Fate. Intereft and ambition have no 
poare in my compofition; love, which 
is pleafure, or pleafure, weich is love, 
makes up the whole. A heart fo dif- 
pofed cannot be devud of othtr good 
qualities; it muft be fuijeét to the im- 
prefiions of humanity and benevolence, 
and enemy to nothing but itfelf. This 
you will give me leave to affirm, in 
juttice to myfelf; as I have frankly 
owned my failings and mifcondué. 


' © Towards the end of fummer my 
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« heart was a little alarmed by a report 
«that prevailedy) of my lover's being” 
« a&ually.engayed.in’a treaty of mar- 
© riage: however, I gave little credit’ 
‘to this rumour, till Iwas obliged to: 
go to town about bufinefs, and there 
I heard the fame intormation confi- 
dently affirmed. Though I ftill con- 


.to him an account of what I had heard; 
.and in his anfwer, which is ftill in: my‘ 
.poflefion, he affured me with repeat- 
‘ed vows and proteftations, that the’ 
report was altogether falfe. Satisfied 
. with this declaration, £ returned to’ 
. his houfe; and though the. tale was 
. nceflantly thundered in my ears, ftill’ 
© believed it void of all foundation, tilf 
« my. fufpicion was -awaked by a very’ 
¢.inconfiderable circumitance. . 
« One day, on his return from hunt-’ 
‘ing, I perceived. he -had avery fine 
pair of Drefden :ruffles on his fhirt, 
.which I could not -fuppofe he would’ 
wear at fuch a ruftick exercife; and 
therefore my fears immediately took’ 
the alarm. When I:queftioned him 
-about this particular ot his drefs, his 
colour changed; and though he at-’ 
tempted to elude my.fufpicion, by’ 
imputing ‘it to a miltake of his  fer- 
want, I could not reft fatished witlr 
this account of the matter,. but en- 
quired into the truth with fuch eager- 
ne{s and penetration, that he could net 
deny he had been to make a vifit. «By 
degrees, I even extorted from him a 
confefion, that he had engaged him- 
. felf farther than he ought to have pro- 
.ceeded, without making me acquaint- 
ed with his defign, though he endea- 
voured to excufe his condu&, and 
pacify my difpleafure, by faying that 
the affair would not be brought to 
bear for a great while, and perhaps 
might never come to a determination: 
but. he was in great confufion, and’ 
indeed hardly knew what he faid. 
¢ IT would have quitted his houfe that 
moment, had not he, before-hand, 
obtained 2 promife that I would take 
no rafh refolution of that kind, and 
put it out of my power to procure any 
method of conveyance by which I 
could make my retreat. I gave no 
vent to reproaches, and only upbraid- 
ed him with his having permitted me 
to return in ignorance to the country, 
after I was once fairly gone; upon 
which he {vrore, that he could not 
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‘, bear thé thoughts of parting with me.° 
*. This declaration was a myttery at that 
* time, but I have been fince fo fully* 
* fatisfied of his reafons for his con-* 
*. duét, that I heartily acquit him of all 
‘ injuftice to me. And, indeed, it is 
‘.my fineere opinion, that if ever young 
«.man-deferved to be happy, he is cer- 
€ tainly entitled to that privilege ; and’ 
“if I may be allowed to judge, has an 
‘ heart fufceptible of the moit refined 
‘ enjoyment. i 
‘© Vhe violence of the grief and con- 
fternation which I futtered from this 
ftroke, having a little fubfided, I deli- 
berated with my felf about the meafures 
I fhould take, and determined to leave 
his houfe fome day when he fhould 
:'be abroad. I was encouraged in this 
refolution by the advice of our Scotch 
friend, who came about this time 
» from London, on a vifit to his fellow- 
traveller: we thought fuch an abrupt’ 
- departure would be lefs thocking than 
.to ftay and take a formal leave of my 
“lover, whofe heart-was of fuch a de-' 
lieate frame, that after I told him I 
‘ fhould one day withdraw myfelf in 
his abfence} he never came home from 
the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with apprehenfion 
tha: I had efeaped. F 
‘ After he had been fome time ac- 
-cuftomed to thefe fears by my previ- 
/ ous intnnation, I at length decamped 
m good earneft, though my heart ached 
upon the occafion, becaufe I left him 
loving and beloved; for his affeétion 
was evident, notwithitanding the ftep 
he had taken, by the advice and im- 
portunity of all his relations, who 
laid a difagreeable reftraint upon his 
inclinations, while they confulted his 
intereft in every other particular, 
‘ While I halted m the next great 
town, until I could be fupplied with 
frefh horfes, I was vifited by a gentie- 
man who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover; but a breach had hap- 
pened in their friendfhip, and he new 
came to complain of the treatment he’ 
had received. Perceiving that I was 
not ina humour to liften to his ftory, 
he fhifted the converfation to my own, 
aud obferved, that I had been ex- 
tremely ill-ufed. I told him that I 
was ofa different opinion: that it was 
not only juft, but expedient, that a 
young man of Mr, ~———’s fortune 
fhould think of making fome alliance, 
* te 
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¢-to ftrengthen and fupport the intereft: 
of his:family; and that I had nothing’ 
.to aceufe him of but his letting me 
remain fo long in ignorance of his 
‘intention. " He then gave mic to un- 
-derftand, that I was till ignorant of 
a great part of the ill-ufage I had re- 
ceived; affirming, that évitile I lived: 
in his houtey he had amufed himfelf 
with all the common women in that 
‘town,’ to fome of whom this gentle- 
man had perfonally introduced him. 
‘ At farft, I could not believe this 
imputation s but he fupported his af-' 
fertions with fo many convincing cir- 
cumitances, that I could no longer 
doubt the truth of them; and I felt 
fo much refentment, that my Jove va- 
nifhed immediately into air. Inftead 
of proceeding in my journey to Lon- 
don, I went back a confiderable way, 
and fent a meffage, defiring to fee hint 
in a little houfe, abeut mid-way be- 
tween his own habitation and the town 
from whence I came. ' He obeyed’my' 
fummons, and appeared at the place 
appointed,” where I reproached hiny 
with great bitternefs.. He pleaded 
guilty to the charge, fo far as acknow- 
ledging that he had correfponded with 
other women lately, in order to pet 
the better of his affection for me, but 
the experiment had. failed, and. he 
found that he flrould be for ever mi- 
ferable. +. 1 
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6 I did not look upon this candid - 


confeffion asa fuffiicient atonement 
for his paft ‘diffimulation ; and, in the 
fharpneis of my revenge, demanded a 
fettlement, which he peremptorily re- 
fufed 3 fo that for the prefent, we held 
each other in the utmoft contempt. 
Indeed, I afterwards defpifed mytfelf 
for my condefcenfion, which was ow- 
ing to the advice of my companion, 
fupported and inflamed by the fpirit 
of refentment. Neverthelefs, he beg- 
ed that I would return to hie houle, 
or ftay all night. where I was; but I 
was’ deat to his intreaties, and after 
a great deal of ironical civility on my 
fide, I took my leave, and went away 5 
yet, before I fet out, I looked back,’ 
and faw him on horfeback, with fach 
an air of fimplicity and trath, as call- 
ed up a profound figh, notwithitand- 
‘ing all that had patied in our conver- 
fation. © verte * 
€ Upon my arrival in London, I took 
‘lodgings in Leiceltter Fields, and-an- 
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‘fwered a letter which I had fome 


months before received from my lord,’ 
telling him that I would go home to 
him, without ftipulating for any terms, 
to try what effe& my confidence would’ 
have upon his generofity. He readily’ 
embraced the offer,“and took a houfe 
in St. James's Street, where I propofed 
to comply with his humour in every 
thing that was confiftent with my own’ ~ 
peace and tranquillity. 

‘ Meanwhile, my lover paffed his 
time very difagreeably in the coun- 
try, with his friend, of whom (it 
feems) he had conceived fome j jea- 
loufy, which was increafed by a letter 
I wrote to that gentleman, till he was 
made acquainted with the contents, 
which he read over forty times ; and 
then his paffion breaking out with 
more violence than ever, “he not only 
exprefied his’ feeling, in’an_ epiitle 
which T immediately received, but 
when he came to town, fuffered fuch 
agonies of defpair as I-had never feen 
before, except in Lord B . It was 
then in my power to have taken am- 
ple revenge upon him, aswell as up- 
on my infolent rival, who had infitted? 
upon my leaving his houfe, m avery 
abrupt manner, though he abfolutely’ 
refufed to gratify her.malice; for he 
was now difpofed to do any thing for’ 
my fatisfaétion: but I knew his’ 
worth, and had too much regard for 
his reputation to advife him to act in- 
coufiftent with his honour. 

‘ About this time, many tender meet- 
ings and foyrowful partings happened 
between us, till the marriage- knot was 
tied, when he fent me a bank-note for 

a thoufand pounds, by way of fpeci- 
men (as he called it) of his friend- 
fhip, and of what he would do for 
me, fhould I ever want his affiltance. 
This markrof his generofity I receiv- 
ed in 4 moft tender billet, which f 
fhall never part with, together with 
his picture fe in diamonds. 

<¥ now employed my thoughts in’ 
keeping meafures with my lord 5 we 
lay in the fume apartment, and for the 
firit four or. five months I. neither® 
dined or fupped-nbread ‘above twice; 


-and then he. knew whete I was,.and ~ 


approved’ of my Gompany. But alk 
this complacency and: circum{pection 


> had: no etrect upon his temper, -which 


remained as capricious and-diflatis- 
fied'as ever, ‘Nay, to fuch a provok- 
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“ ing degree did this unhappy humour 


* prevail, that ane day, in the prefence. 


* of his lawyer, he harangued upon my 
* mifconduét fince our laft re-union ; 
« and very freely affirmed, that every 
* ftep I had taken was diametrically 
$ oppofite to his will. ; 

_ £© Confcious of the pains I had been 
“ at to pleafe him, I was fo incenfed at 
* thefe unjuft inveétives, that ftarting 


* up, I told him he was a little dirty: 


« fellow; and would have left the houle 
© immediately, had not his lawyer and 
* ethers, who were in the next room, 
* interpafed, and by dint of argument 
“ and importunity diverted me from my 
*,purpofe. By the bye, I have been 
« informed by a perfon of rank, that 
* my lord difcovered exaétly the fame 
« difpofition in his father’s life-time, 
* and only changes the fubjeét of his 
« complaint from the word father. to 
« that of qwife. Indeed, he takes all op- 
* portunities of plaguing my dear pa- 
“rent, as he has jut fagacity enough 
« to know, that this is the moft effec- 
* tual way he can take to diftrefs me. 

* After repeated trials, I have given 
© up all hopes of making him happy, 
© or of finding myfelf eafy in my fitua- 
€ tion ; and hve with him at prefent 
© to. avoid a greater inconvenience, Not 
¢ that his ill-nature is all the grievance 
© of which I complain: ouchahiee of the 
* perfonal difguft I entertain for him, 
* his folly is of that fpecies which dif- 
* obliges rather than diverts, and his 
* vanity and affectation altogether into- 
© lerable; for he aétually believes him- 
* felf, or at leaft would impofe himfelf 
* upon mankind, as a pattern in gal- 
* Jantry and tate; and, in point of bu- 
* finefs, a perfon of infinite fagacity 
“ and penetration: but the moft ridi- 
* culous part of his charaéter is his pre- 
* tended talent for politicks, in which 
“he fo deeply concerns himfelf, that 
* he has difmiffed many~a good fervant 
* becaufe he fufpected him of having 
* wrong conneftions; a theme upon 
* which he has often quarrelled with 
¢ me, even almoft to parting, accufing 
« me with holding correfpondence with 
* the Earls of B and C » and 
* Mr. H. V———, though I never had 
© the leaft acquaintance with any of 
« thefe gentlemen, except thé Earl of 
« C——, to whom I have not fpoke for 
* thefe ten years paft. 

$ In thort, I have often heen at 3 Jofs 
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© to know, whether he was more mad 
* or malicious m thofe fifs of enthufi-. 
‘ afm, wherein he feemed tranfported 
¢ with zeal for the commonwealth, and 
* tormented me with his admonitions, 
* out of all temper and patience. At 
* length, however, I contrived an expe- 
« dient which freed me from thefe trau- 
‘ blefome expoftulations, and filenced 
“ him effe&tually on the feore of poli- 
‘ticks. This was no.other than an 
* open avowal of being conneéted with 
* all thofe people whom I have named. 
‘ Indeed, 1 knew him too well to be- 
“« heve there was any thing folid in his 
« intention or profeffions, even when he. 
© carried himfelf fo far as to demand a 
* private audience with the king, in 
‘ order to communicate a fcheme for 
‘ fuppreffing the rebellion; and that 
‘ being denied, folicited the Duke of 
* D——’s intereft for permiffion to raife 
‘and head a regiment of Kentith {mug- 
* glers: nay, to fuch a pitch did his 
¢ loyalty foar, that he purchafed a fire- 
‘ ‘lock of particular mechanifm, calceu- 
* Jated for the fafety of the bearer, in 
* cafe he had been placed centinel at his 
* majefty’s door; and kept his horfes: 
© ready caparifoned, with a view of at- 
“tending his fovereign to the field. 
‘ Notwithftanding all thefe pompous. 
‘ preparations, had he been put to the 
‘ proof, he would have infallibly crept 
‘ out of his engagements, through fome 
« fneaking evafion, his imagination be- 
* ing very fertile in fuch faving pre- 
“tences. Yet he will talk fometimes 
* fo fervently, and even fenfibly, on the 
* fubjeQ, that a ftranger would miftake 
© him for.a man of underftanding, and 
“ determined zeal for the good of his 
* country. 
¢ Since my laft return to his houfe, 

© that a&t of parliament pafled, by which 
© he was enabled to pay his debts, and 
é 
‘ 


among the reft, a thoufand pounds of 
my contraéting, the only burden of 
* that kind I ever intailed upon him, 
exclufive of my pin-money, which 
was never regularly paid; nor would 
he have been Subject to this, had he 
not, by his periecution and purfuit, 
expofed me to ag extraordinary ex- 
pence. I have alfo had it in my power 
to reward fome of my faithful Abi-. 
gails; in particular, to relieve from 
extreme diftrefs that maid to whom 
as I have already obferved) Lord 
—— granted an annuity, 7 
TT oe 
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the had fold: fo that the was reduced 
to the moft abject Prous and I 
found her in a difmal hole, with two 


infants perifhing for want ; a {pecta-_ 


cle which drew tears from my eyes, 
and indetd could not but make deep 
impreffion upon a heart like mine, 
which the mifery of my fellow-crea- 
tures never failed to melt. 

« Nor did I upon this occafion forget 
the attachment and fidelity of my 
other woman Mrs. § , who hear- 
ing I was robbed in my paflage 
through Flanders, had generoufly re- 
linquithed the allowance I had fettled 
upon her at parting. The exercife 
of fuch aéts of humanity and bene- 
volence, and the pleafure of fecing 
my dear and tender parent often, 
in fome meafure alleviate the cha- 
grin to which Tam fubje@t, from the 
difagreeable difpofition of my lord, 
who, confiftent with his former in- 
confiftency,. upon our laft reconcilia- 
tion chearfully agreed to a propofal I 
made of having concerts in the houfe, 
and even approved of the {chee with 
marks of particular fatisfaction: but 
before one half of the winter was ex- 
pired, he found means to banifh all 
the company, beginning with Jord 
B ; who, as he walked 
up ftairs one evening, was ftopped by 
a footman, who plainly told him he 
had orders to fay to him in particular, 
that his lordfhip was not at home; 
yet, the very next day, perceiving that 
nobleman and me walking together 
in the Park, he joined us with an air 
of alacrity, as if no fuch thing had 
happened ; and even behaved to Lord 
R with the moft fawning com- 
Pee’: His deportment was equal- 
y abfurd and impertinent to the reft 
of his friends, who forfook us gra- 
dually, being tired of maintaining 
any friendly communication with fuch 
a difagreeable compolition of ignorance 
and arrogance. For my own part, I 
look upon him as utterly incorrigible ; 
and as fate hath fubjected me to his 
power, endeavour to make the bitter 
draught go down, by detaching my- 
felf, as much as poflible, from the 
fuppofition that there is any fuch ex- 
iftence upon earth. Indeed, if I had 
not aes experience of the contrary, 
I fhould be apt to believe that-fuch a 
charaéter is not fo be found among 
the fons of men ; becaufe his conduét 


9 
ene oes 
‘is altogether unaccountable by the 
€ known rules and maxims of life, and 
‘ falls eritirely under the poet's obfer- 
* vation, when he fays, 


‘ *Tis true, no meaning puzzles more than 
© wit.” 


Her ladyfhip having thus concluded 
-her ftory, to the entertainment of the 
company, and the admiration of Pere- 
grine, who expreffed his attonifhment 
at the variety of adventures fhe had un- 
‘dergone, which was fuch as he thought 
fuficient to deftroy the moft hardy and 
robuft conftitution, and therefore infi- 
nitely more thin enough to overwhelm 
one of her delicate frame; orie of the 
gentlemen prefent roundly taxed her 
with want of candour, in fuppreffing 
fome circumftances of her Jife, which 
he thought effential in the confideration 
of her charaéter. 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, 
which had an evident effet upon the 
countenances of the whole audience, 
when the accufer proceeded to explain 
his imputation, by obferving, that, in 
the courfe of her narration, fhe, had 
omitted to mention a thoufand ads of 
uncommon charity, of which he him- 
felf knew her to be guilty; and that 
fle had concealed a gieat many advan- 
tageous propofals of marriage, which 
fhe might have accepted before fhe was 
engaged. — 

‘The company were agreeably unde- 
ceived by this explanation; which her 
ladyfhip acknowledged in very polite 
terms, 4s a compliment equally gen-- 
tecl and unexpected: and our hero, af-. 
ter having teftified the fenfe he had of 
her comp.aifance and conde‘cenfion, in 
regaling him witha mark of her confi- 
dence and efleem, took his leave, and 
went home ina ttate of eonfufion and 
perplexity; for, from the circumftances 
of the tale he had heard, he plainly 
perceived, that her ladyfhip’s heart was 
too delicate to receive fuch incenfe, as 
he, in the capacity of an admirer, could 
at prefent pay; becaufe, though he had 
in fome meafure abridged the empire of 

Emilia in his own breaft, it was notin 
his power to reftrain it fo effcéctually, 
but that it would interfere with any 
other fovereign whom his thoughts 
fhould adopt; and, unlefs Lady —— 
could engrofs his whole love, time, and 
attention, he forefaw that it would be 
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impoffible for him to fepport the paffion 
which he might have the good fortune 
to infpire. He was, moreover, deterred 
from declaring his love, by the fate of 
her former admirers, who feemed to 
have been wound up to a degree of en- 
thufhafm, that looked more hke the ef- 
fe&t of inchantment, than the in{pira- 
tion of human attraétions ; an extafy 
of paffion which he durft not venture to 
undergo. He therefore refolved to com- 
bat with the impreffions he had already 
received, and, if poffible, cultivate her 
friendfhip without foliciting her affec- 
tion: but, before he could fix upon 
this determination, he defired to know 
the footing on which he ftood in her 
opinion; and by the intelligence of 
Crabtree, obtained in the ufual man- 
ner, underftood that her fentiments of 
him were very favourable, though with- 
out the leaft tm&ture of love. He would 
have been tranfported with joy, had her 
thoughts of him been of a more tender 
texture ; though his reafon was better 
pleafed with the information he receiv- 
ed: in confequence of which he muf- 
tered up the ideas of his firft paffion, and 
fet them in oppofition to thofe of this 
new and dangerous attachment; by 
which means he kept the balance in equi- 
librio, and his bofom tolerably quiet. 


CHAP. X. 


HE PERSUADES CADWALLADER TO 
ASSUME THE CHARACTER OF A 
MAGICIAN, IN WHICH HE AC- 
QUIRES A GREAT SHARE OF RE- 
PUTATION, BY HIS RESPONSES 
TO THREE FEMALES OF DISTINC- 
TION, WHO SEVERALLY CON- 
SULT THE RESEARCHES OF HIS 
ART. ; 

Hi heart being thus, as it were, 

fufpended between two objetts, 
that leffened the force of each other’s 
attra€tion, he took this opportunity of 
enjoying fomie refpite, and for the pre- 
fent detached his fentiments from both; 
refolving to indulge himfelf in the exer- 
cife of that praétical fatire, which was 
fo agreeable and peculiar to his difpo- 
fition. In this laudable determination 
he was confirmed by the repeated fug- 
geftions of his friend Cadwallader, who 
taxed him with letting his talents ruft in 
indolence, and ftimulated his natural 
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vivacity,, with a fucceffion of frefh dif. 
coveries in the world of {candal. ; 
Peregrine was now feized with a 
ftrange whim, and when he communi- 
cated the conceit to Cadwallader, it in 
a moment acquired his approbation. 
This notion he imparted in a propofal, 
to fubjeét the town to their ridicule, b 
giving refponfes in the charaéter of a 
profetied conjuror, to be perfonated by 
the old mifanthrope, whofe afpect was 
extremely well calculated for the pur- 
ofe. The plan was immediately ad- 
julted in all it’s parts; an apartment 
hired in a houfe accommodated with a 
publick ftair, fo that people might have 
tree ingrefs and egrefs, without being 
expofed to obfervation; and this tene- 
ment being furnifhed with the apparatus 
of a magician, fuch as globes, telefcopes, 
a magick-lanthorn, a fkeleton, a dried 
monkey, together with the fkins of an’ 
alligator, otter, and fnake, the conjuror 
himfelf took pofleffion of his caftle, 
after having diftributed printed adver- 
tifements, containing the particulars of 
his undertaking. 
Thefe bills foon operated according 
to the with of the projectors. As the 
price of the oracle was fixed at half a 
guinea, the publick naturally concluded 
that the author was no common fortune- 
teller; and the very next day, Peregrine 
found fome ladies of his quality ac- 
quaintance, infected with the defire of 
making an experiment upon the {kill of 
this new conjuror, who pretended to be 
juft arrived from the Mogul’s einpire, 
where he had learned the art from a 
Brachman philofopher. Our young gen- 
tlentan affeéted to talk of the preten- 
fions of this fage with ridicule and con- 
tempt, and with feeming relu€tance un- 
dertook .to attend them to his apart- 
ment, obferving that it would be a very 
eafy matter to detect the fellow’s igno- 
rance, and no more than common jultice 
to chaftife him for his prefumption. 
Though he could eafily perceive a great 
fund of credulity in the company, they 
affeSted to efpoufe his opinion, and un- 
der the notion of a frolick, agreed, that 
one particular lady fhould endeavour to 
baffle his art, by appearing before him 
in the drefs of her woman, who fhould 
at the fame time perfonate her miftrefs, 
and be treated as fuch by our adven- 
turer, who promifed to fquire them to 
the place. ‘Thete meafures being con- 
certed, and the. appointment fixed for 
= the 
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the next audience-day, Peregrine fur- 
nifhed his friend with the neceffary in- 
formation; and when the hour of affig- 
nation arrived, conduéted his charge to 
this oraculous feer. 

They were admitted by our ‘hero's 
valet de chambre, whofe vifage being 
naturally meagre and fwarthy, was a- 
dorned with artificial whifkers; fo that 
he became the Perfian drefs which he 
wore, and feemed a very proper matter 
of the ceremonies to an oriental necro- 
mancer. Having croffed his arms upon 
his breaft, with an inclination of the 
head, he ftalked in folemn filence be- 
fore them into the penetralia of the 
temple, where they found the conjuror 
fitting at a table, provided with pen, 
ink, and paper, divers books, and ma- 
thematical inftruments, and a long white 
wand lying acrofs the whole. He was 
habited in a black gown and fur-cap: 
his countenance, over and above a double 
proportion of philofophick gravity, which 
he had affumed for the occafion, was 
improved by a thick beard, white as 
{now, that reached to his middle; upon 
each fhoulder fat a prodigious large 
black cat, which had been tutored for 
the purpofe. 

Such a figure, which would have 
ftartled Peregrine himfelf, had not he 
been concerned in the myftery, could 
not fail to make an impreffion upon 
thofe whom he accompanied. The fic- 
titious chambermaid, in fpite of all her 
natural pertnefs and vivacity, changed 
‘colour when fhe entered the room, while 
the pretended lady, whofe intellects 
were not quite fo enlightened, began to 
tremble in every joint, and ejaculate pe- 
titions to Heaven for her fafety. Their 
conduétor advancing to the table, pre- 
fented his offering, and pointing to the 
maid, told him that lady defired to know 
what would be her deftiny in point of 
marriage. The philofopher, without 
lifting up his eyes to view the perfon in 
whofe behalf he was coufulted, turned 
his ear to one of the fable familiars that 
purred upon his fhoulder, and taking 
. up the pen, wrote upon a detached flip 
of paper thefe words, which Peregrine, 
at the defire of the ladies, repeated aloud. 
‘© Her deftiny will, in a great meafure, 
* depend upon what happened to her 
¢ about nine o’clock in the morning, 
~€ on the third day of laft December.’ 

This fentence was no fooner pro- 
younced, than the counterfeit lady 


* farther enquiry, muttering, i the ran- 
2 


K "| 
fcreamed, and ran out into the anti- 
chamber, exclaiming, ‘ Chrift have mercy 
© upon us! Sure he is thedevil incarnate!” 
Her miftrefs, who followed her with great 
confternation, infifted upon knowing the 
tranfa€tion to which the refponfe al- 
luded; and Mrs. Abigail, after fome re- 
collection, gave her to underftand that fhe 
had an admirer, who, on that very hour 


and day mentioned by the cunning man, 
had addreffed himfelf to her in a ferious 


propofal of: marriage. ‘This explana- 


tion, however, was more ingenious than 
candid; for the admirer was no other 


‘than the identical Mr. Pickle himfelf, 


who was a mere dragon among the 
chambermaids, and in his previous in- 
formation communicated to his aflociate, 
had given an account of this affigna- 
tion, with which he had been favoured 
by the damfel in queftion. »f 

Our hero feeing his company very 


“much affeéted with this circumftance of 


the wizard’s art, which had almolt 


~frighted both miftrefs and maid into 


hytterick fits, pretended to laugh them 
out of their fears, by obferving that 
there was nothing extraordinary in this 
inftance of his knowledge, which might 
have been acquired by fome of thofe 
fecret emiffaries whom fuch impoftors 
are obliged to employ for intelligence, 
or imparted by the lover himfelf, who 
had perliaps come to confult him about 
the fuccefs of his amour. Encouraged 
by this obfervation, or rather prompted 
by an infatiable curiofity, which was 
proof againft all forts of apprehenfion, 
the difguifed lady returned to the magi- 
cian’s own apartment, and affuming the 
air of a pert chambermaid, * Mr. Con- 


© juror,’ faid fhe, ‘ now you have fatif- 


‘ fied my miftrefs, will you be fo good 


*€ as’ to tell me, if ever I fhall be mar- - 


‘ ried?’ The fage, without the leaft 
hefitation, favoured her with an an{fwer 
in the following words. ‘ You cannot 
‘ be married before you are a widow; 
© and whether or not that will ever be 
‘ the cafe, is a queftion which my art 
¢ cannot refolve, becaufe my foreknow- 
‘ ledge exceeds not the term of thirty 
‘ years.” 

This reply, which at once cut her off 
from the pleafing profpect of {eeing her- 
felf independent in the enjoyment of 

outh and fortune, in a moment cloud- 
ed her afpeét; all her gaod-humour was 
overcaft, and fhe went away, without 


cour 
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cour of het chagrin, that he was a filly 
impertinent fellow, and a mere quack 
in his profeffion. Notwithftanding the 
prejudice of this refentment, her convic- 
tion foon recurred; and when the report 
of his anfwers was made to thofe con- 
federates by whom fhe had been de- 
puted to make trial of his fkill, they 
were univerfally perfuaded that his art 
was altogether fupernatural, though each 
affeéted to treat. it with contempt, re- 
folving, in her own breatt, to have re- 
courfe to him in private. j 

In the mean time, the maid, though 
laid under the moft peremptory injunc- 
tions of fecrefy, was fo full of the cir- 
cumftance which related to her own con- 
duét, that fhe extolled his prefcience, in 
whifpers to all her acquaintance, afluring 
them, that he had told her all the parti- 
culars of her life; fo that his fame was 
almoft inftantaneoufly conveyed through 
a thoufand different channels, to all parts 
of the town; and the’very next time he 
affumed the chair, his doors were be- 
fieged by curious people of all feéts and 
denominations. __ . 

Being an oid pra&itioner.in this art, 
Cadwallader knew it would be impof- 
fible for.him to fupport his, reputation 
in the promifcuous exercife of a 
telling, becaufe every perfon that fhould 
come to confult him would expeét a 
fample of his fkill, relating to things 
paft; and it could not be fuppofed that 


he was, acquainted with the private con- . 


cerns of every individual who might 
apply to him for that purpofe: he there- 
fore ordered his minifter, whom he dif- 
tinguifhed by the name of Hadgi Rourk, 
to fignify to all thofe who demanded en- 


trance, that his price was half a guinea; . 


and that all fuch as were not difpofed to 
gratify him with that confideration, 


would do well to leave the paflage free . 


for the reft. 

This declaration fucceeded to his 
with; for this congregation confifled 
chiefly of footmen, chambermaids, ap- 
prentices, and the lower clafs of tradef- 
men, who could not afford to purchafe 
prefcience at fuch a price; fo that, after 
fruitlefs offers of fhillings and half 
- crowns, they dropped off one by one, 


and left the field open for cuftoniers of } 


an higher rank. 

The firft perfon of this fpecies who 
appeared was dreffed like the wife of a 
fubftantial tradefman; but this difguife 
could not fereen her from the penetra~ 
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tion of the conjurer, who at firft fight 
knew her to be one of the, ladies of 
whofe coming he had been apprized by 
Peregrine, on the fuppofition that theiy 
curiofity was rather inflamed than allay- 
ed by the intelligence they had received 
from his firft client. This lady ap- 
‘proached the philofopher with that in- 
trepidity of countenance fo con{picuous 
in matrons of her dignified fphere, an 
ina foft voice, afked with a fimper, of 
what complexion her next child would 
be? The necromancer, who was per- 
fe€tly well acquainted with her private 
hiftory, forthwith delivered his refponte 
in the following queition, written in the 
ufual form, © How long has Pompey 
© the black been difmiffed from your 
‘ ladythip’s fervice?” 

Endued as fhe was witha great fhare 


‘of that fortitude which is diftinguifhed 


by the appellation of effrontery, her face 


exhibited fome figns of fhame and con- 


Or er 


‘ a perfon of great abilities in the art 
you profels; and thereforé, without 
pretending to diffemble, I will own 
you have touched the true ftring of 
my apprehenfions. - I am_perfuaded 
I need not be more particular in my 
enquiries. Here is a purfe of money; 
take it, and deliver me from a moft 
alarming and uneafy fufpenfe.” So 
faying, fhe depofited her offering upon 
the table, and waited for his anfwer with 
a face of fearful expeétation, while he 
was employed in writing this fentence 
or her perufal: * Though I fee into 
‘ the womb of time, the profpeét is not 
perfectly diftin& ; the feeds of future 
events lie mingled’ and confufed: fo 
that I am under the neceffity of affift- 
ing iy divination in fome cafes, by 
analogy and human intelligence; and 
cannot poffibly fatisfy your prefent 
doubts, unlefs you will condefcend to 
make me privy to all thofe occurrences 
which you think might have inter- 
fered with the caufe - your apprehen- 
io 

Vhe lady having read the declaration, 
affe€tcd a {mall emotion of fhynefs and 
repugnance, and fearing herfelf upon a 
fettee, after having cautioufly informed 
herfelf of the privacy of the apartment, 


nn 
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gave fuch a detail of the fucceflion of 


"her 
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her lovers, as amazed. while it enter- 
tained the necromancer, as well as his 
friend. Pickle, who from a clofet, in 
which he had concealed himfelf, over- 
heard every fyllable of her confeffion. 
Cadwallader liftened to her ftory with a 
look of infinite importance and fagacity, 
and after a fhort paufe told her, that he 
would not pretend to give a catagorical 
an{wer, until he fhould have deliberated 
maturely upon the various circum{tances 
of the affair; but if fhe would take-the 
trouble of honouring him with another 
vifit on his next publick day, he hoped 
he fhould be able to give her full fatif- 
faétion. Confcious of the importance 
of her doubts, fhe could not help com- 
mending his caution, and took her 
leave, ‘with a promife of returning at 
the appointed time: then the conjuror 
being joined by his affociate, they gave 
a loofe to their mirth, which having in- 
dulged, they began to concert meafures 
for infliting fome difgraceful punith- 
ment on the fhamelefs and infatiate ter- 
migant who had fo impudently avowed 
her own proftitution. ; 

They were interrupted, however, in 
their conferrence, by the arrival of anew 
gueft, who being announced by Hadgi, 
‘our hero retreated to his lurking-place, 
and Cadwalladerrefumed his myfterious 
appearance. This new client, though 
‘fhe hid her face in a mafk, could not 
conceal herfelf from the knowledge of 
the conjuror, who by her voice recog- 
nized her to be an unmarried lady of his 
own acquaintance. + She had, within a 
{mall compafs of time, made herfelf re- 
markable for two adventures, which 
had not at all fucceeded to her expecta- 
tion: being very much addiéted to play, 
fhe had, at a certain rout, indulged that 
paffion to fuch excefs, as not only got 
the better of her juftice, but alfo of her 
circum {peétion ; fo that fhe was unfor- 
tunately detected in her endeavours to 
appropriate to herfelf what was not law- 
fully her due. This fmall flip was at- 
tended with another indifcretion, which 
had likewife an unlucky effect upon her 
reputation. She had been favoured with 
the addrefles of one of thofe hopeful 
heirs, who fwarm and fwagger about 
town urder the denomination of Bucks; 
and in the confidence of his honour 
confented to be one of a partie that made 
an excurfion as far as Windfor, think- 
ing herfelf fecured from fcandal by the 
company of another young lady,who had 


but alfo employ inferior agents, 
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alfo condefcended to truft her perfon to 
the protection of her admirer. The two 
gallants, in the courfe of this expedi- 
tion, were Taid to ufe the moft perfidious 
means to intgxicate the paffions of their 
milftrefles, by mixing drugs with their 
wine, which inflamed their conftitutions ° 
to fucha degree, that they fell an eafy 
facrifice to. the appetites of their con- 
duétors, who, upon their return to town, 
were fo bafe and inhuman as to boat 
among their companions of the exploit 
they had atchieved. Thus the ftory was 
circulated, witha thowfand additignal 
circumitances tq the prejudice of the fuf- 
ferers, one of whom had thought pro- 
per to withdraw into the country, until 
the fcandal raifed at her expence fhould 
fubfide; while the other, who was not 
fo eafily put out of countenance, refolv- 
ed to out-face the report, as a treacherqus 
afperfion, invented by her lover as an 
excufe for his own inconftancy ; and 
actually appeared in publick, as ufual, 
till fhe found herfelf negletted by the 
greateft part of her acquaintance. 
Tn confequence of this difgrace, which 
fhe knew not whether to impute. to the 
card affair, or to the laft faux pas the 


had committed, fhe now came to con- 


fult the conjuror, and fignified her er- 
rand, by aiking whether the caufe of 
her prefent difquiet was of the town or 
the country. Cadwallader at once per- 
ceiving her allufion, anfwered her quef- 
tion in thefe terms: * This honeft world 
‘ will forgive a young gamefter for in- 


€ difcretion at play, but a favour grant- 


‘ ed to a babbling coxcomb is an un- 
‘ pardonable offence.” This refponfe 
fhe received with equal aftonifhment and 
chagrin ; and, fully convinced of the ne- 
cromancer’s omnifcience, implored his 
advice’ touching the retrieval of her re- 
putation : upon which he counfelled her 
to wed with the firft opportunity. She 
feemed fo well pleafed with his admoni- 
tion, that fhe gratified him with a dou- 
ble fee, and dropping a low curtfey, re- 
tired. ; — ~) 

Our undertakers now thought it high 
time to filence the oracle forthe day, 
and Hadgi was accordingly ordered to 
exclude all comers, while Peregrine and 
his friend renewed the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and fettled a 
plan of operations for the next occafion : 
meanwhile it was refolved, that Hadgi 
fhould not only exercife his own talents, 
in pro- 
curing 


a 
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curing general intelligence for the fup- 
port of their fcheme; that the expencé 
of this miniftry fhould be defrayed from 
the profits of their profeffions, and the 
remainder be diftributed to poor fami- 
hes in diftrefs. . 


CHAP. XI. 


“PEREGRINE AND HIS FRIEND CAD-~ 


“WALLADER PROCEED IN THE 
EXERCISE OF “THE MYSTERY 
‘OF FORTUNE-TELLING, IN THE 
COURSE OF WHICH THEY AT- 


CHIEVE VARIOUS ADVENTURES, , 


4 pte SE preliminaries being adjuft- 
ed, our hero forthwith repaired to 
a card affembly, which was frequented 
by fome of the moft notable goffips in 
town, and having artfully turned the 
converfation upon the fubject of the for- 
tune-teller, whofe talents he pretended to 
ridicule, incenfed their itch’of knowing 
fecrets to fuch a degree of impatience, 
that their curiofity became flagrant, and 
he took it for granted, that all or fome 
of them would vifit Albumazar on his 
very firft vifiting-day. While Peregrine 
was thus engaged, this affociate made 
his appearance in another convocation 
of fafhionable people, where he foon had 
the’ pleafure of hearing the conjuror 
brought upon the carpet by an elderly 
gentlewoman, remarkable for her in- 
quifitivé difpofition, who addreffing her- 
telf to Cadwallader, afked, by the help 
of the finger-alphabet, if he knew any 
thing of the magician that made fuch a 
noife in town. The mifanthrope an- 
fwered as ufual, in a furly tone, ‘ By 
« your queftion, you muft either take me 
* for a pimp or an idiot. What, in the 


“ name of nonfenfe, fhould I know of - 


© fuch a rafcal, unlefs I were to court 
¢ his acquaintance with a view to feaft 
« my own fpleen, in feeing him fool the 
* whole nation out of their money! 
* Though, I fuppofe, his chief profits 
* arife from: his practice, in quality of 


** pander. All fortune-tellers are bawds, 


¢ and for that reafon are fo much fol- 
* lowed by people of fafhion. This fel- 
* low, I warrant, has got fundry con- 
* venient apartments for the benefit of 
* procreation; for it is not to be fup- 
© pofed that thofe who vifit him on the 
‘ pretence of confulting his fupernatural 


¢ art, can be*fuch fools, fuch drivellers, 
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‘ as to believe that he can actually prog- 
© nofticate future events.” 

_The company, according to his ex- 
pectation, imputed his remarks to the 
rancour of his difpofition, which could 
not bear to think that any perfon upon 
earth was wifer than himfelf ; and his 
ears were regaled with a thoufand in- 
ftances of the conjuror’s wonderful pre- 
fcience, for which he was altogether in- 
debted to fistion. Some of thefe fpeci- 
mens being communicated to him by 
way of appeal to his opinion, * They 
‘ are,’ faid he, ¢ mere phantoms of ig- 
norance and credulity, fwelled up in 
the repetition, like thofe unfubftaniial 
bubbles which the boys blow up in 
foap-fuds with a tobacco-pipe. And 
this will ever be the cafe in the propa- 
gation of all extraordinary intelli- 
gence: the imagination naturally mag- 
nifies every object that falls under it’s 
cognizance, efpecially thofe that con- 
cern the paffions of fear and admira- 
tion; and when the occurrence comes 
to be rehearfed, the vanity of the re- 
later exaggerates every circumftance, 
in order to enhance the importance of 
the communication. Thus an incie 
dent which is but barely uncommon, 
often gains fuch acceffion in it’s pro- 
grefs through the fancies and mouths 
of thofe who reprefent it, that the ori- 
ginal faét cannot poflibly be diftin- 
guifhed, This obfervation might be 
proved and illuftrated by a thouland 
undeniable examples, out of which I 
fhall only feleét one inftance, for the . 
entertainment and edification of the 
company. A very honeft gentleman, 
remarkable for the gravity of his de- 
portment, was one day in a certain 
coffee-houfe accofted by one of his 
particular friends; who, taking him, 
by the hand, expreffed uncommon fa- 
tisfaction in feeing him abroad, and 
in good health, after the dangerous 
and portentous malady he had under- 
gone. Surprized at this falutation, 
the gentleman replied, it was true he 
had been a little out of order over 
night, but there was ‘nothing at all 
extraordinary in his indifpofition.— 
© Jefu, not extraordinary !"" cried the 
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© other, ‘* when you vomited three 


‘¢ black crows!” ‘This ftrange excla- 
¢ mation the grave gentleman at firft 
¢ miftook for raillery, though his friend 
© was no joker; but perceiving in him 
6 all the marks of fincerity and aftonifh - 

‘ ment, 
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€ ment, he fuddenly changed his opi- 
© nion, and after a fhort reveric, taking 
© him afide, expreffed himfelf in thefe 
* words: ‘ Sir, it is not unknown to 
«* you that I am at prefent engaged in 
‘6 a treaty of marriage, which would’ 
‘¢ have been fettled long ago, had it not 
‘< ‘been retarded by the repeated machi- 
“‘ nations of a certain perfon who pro- 
<¢ fefled himfelf my rival. Now I am 
“© fully perfuaded that this affair of the 
<¢ three crows is a ftory of his invention, 
“¢ calculated to prejudice me in the opi- 
«© nion of the lady, who, to be fure, 
*¢ would not chufe to marry a man who 
*« has a rookery in his bowels; and 
“¢ therefore I muft infift upon knowing, 
«© your author of this fcandalous report, 
«¢ that I may be able to vindicate my 
*¢ character from the malicious afper- 
‘‘:fion.” His friend, who thought the 

demand was very reafonable, told him 


without hefitation, that he was made, 


t 4 

é 

© acquainted with the circumftance of 
* his. diftemper by Mr. Such-a-one, 
* their common acquaintance: upon 
© which the perfon who conceived him- 
“ felf injured, went immediately in queft 
© of his fwppofed defamer, and having 
* found him, ‘ Pray, Sir,” faid he, 
* with a peremptory tone,’ ‘‘ who told 
*s you that I vomited three black 
“ crows ?”—«* Three!" anfwered the 
* gentleman, ‘‘ I mentioned two only.” 
—*< Zounds, Sir!” cried the other, in- 
“ cenfed at his indifference, ‘* you will 
“© find the two too many, if you refufe 
“to difcover the villainous foyrce of 
« fuch calumny.’” The gentleman, 
© furprized at his heat, faid he was for- 
© ry to find he had been the accidental 
* inftrument of giving him offence, but 
* tranflated the blame (if any there 
“ was) from himéfelf to a third perfon, 
© to whofe information he owed his 
knowledge of the report. The plain- 
tiff, according to the direétion he re- 
ceived, repaired ‘to the houfe of the 
accufed; and his indignation being 
inflamed at finding the ftory had al- 
ready circulated among his acquain- 
tance, he told him, with evident marks 
of difpleafure, that he was come to 
pluck that fame brace of crows which 
“he faid he had difgorged. The de- 
*« fendant feeing him very much irritat- 
“ ed, pofitively denied that he had men-. 
* tioned a brace: ‘* One, indeed,” faid 
© he, “I own I took notice of, upon 
‘* the authority of your own phyiician, 
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‘‘ who gave me an account of it this 
** morning.|’=—°* By the Lord !"" cried 
© the fufferer in a rage, which he could 
‘no longer contain, ‘that rafcal has 
‘* been fuborned by my rival to flander 
charaéter in this manner; but 
“Til be revenged, if there be either 
© Jaw-or equity in England!” He had 
* fcarce pronounced thefe words, when 
© the doétor happened to enter the room ; - 
‘ when his exafperated patient lifting 
* up his cane, ‘* Sirrah,” faid he, ‘if 
‘© T live, I'll make that black crow the 
“ blackeft circumftance of thy whole 
‘¢ life and converfation!’”” ‘The phyfi- 
* cian, confounded at this addrefs, . af- 
‘ fured him that he was utterly igno- 
‘ rant of his meaning 3 and when the 
* other gentleman explained it, abfo- 
‘ Jutely denied the charge, affirming he 
‘ had faid no more than that he had 
* vomited a quantity of fomething as 
* black as a crow. The landlord of the 
‘ houfe acknowledged that he might 
‘ have been miftaken; and thus the 
‘ whole myttery was explained.’ 
The company feemed to relifh the 
ftory of the three black crows, which 
they confidered as an impromptu of Cad- 
wallader’s own invention ; but, grant- 
ing it to be true, they unanimoufly de- 
clared that it could have no weight in 
invalidating the teftimony of divers per- 
fons of honour, who had been witnefles 
of the magician’s fupernatural {kill. 
On the next day of confultation, the ne- 
cromancer being in the chair, and his 
friend behind the curtain, the outward _ 
door was fcarce open, when a female — 
vifitant flounced in, and difcovered to 
the magician the features of one of thofe 
inquifitive ladies, whofe curiofity he 
knew his confederate had arouzed in 
the manner above defcribed. She ad- 
drefled herfelf to him with a familiar 
air, obferving, that fhe had heard much 
of his great knowledge, and was come 
to be a witnefs of his art, which fhe de- 
fired him to difplay, in declaring what 
he knew to be her ruling paffion. 
Cadwallader, who was no ftranger to 
her difpofition, affumed the pen without 
hefitation, and furnifhed her with an 
anfwer, importing, that the love of mo- 
ney predominated, and {candal poffeffed 
the next place in her heart. Far from 
being offended at his freedom, fhe com- 
mended his franknefs with a fmile ; and, 
fatisfied of his uncommon talents, ex- 
preffed a defire of being better a 
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ed with his perfon: nay, fhe began to 


catechife him upon the private hiftory. 


of divers great families, in which he 
happened to be well verfed; and he, in 
a myiterious manner, dropped fuch art- 
ful hints of his knowledge, that the 
was amazed at his capacity, and actual- 
ly afked if his art was communicable. 
The conjuror replied in the affirmative ; 
but, at the fame time, gave her to un- 
derftand, that it was attainable by thofe 
only who were pure and undefiled in 
point of chaftity and honour; or fuch. 
as, by a long courfe of penitence, had 
weaned themf{elves from all attachments 
to the flefh. She not only difapproved, 
but feemed to doubt the truth of this 
affertion; telling him, with a look of 
difdain, that his art was not worth 
having, if one could not, ufe it for the. 
benefit of one’s pleafure: fhe had even, 
penetration enough to take notice of an, 
inconfiftency in what he had advanced ; 
and afked, why he himielf exercifed his. 
knowledge for hire, if he was fo much, 
detached froin all worldly concerns. 
« Come, come, dogtor,’ added fhe, ‘ you 
* are in the right to be cautious againft 
‘ impertinent curiofity; but, perhaps, 
¢ I may make it worth your while to be 
6 communicative.” 
Thefe overtures were interrupted by 
a rap at the door, fignifying the ap- 
proach of another client; upon which 
the lady enquired for his private paflage, 
through which fhe might retire, without 
the riik of being feen; when the under- 
ftood he was deficient in that conve- 
nience, fhe withdrew into an empty room, 
adjoining to the audience-chamber, in 
order to conceal he:felf from the obfer. 
vation of the new-comer. This was 
no other than the inamorata, who came 
by appointment to receive the folution 
of her doubts; and the mifanthrope, 
glad of an opportunity to expofe her to 
the cenfure of {uch an indefatigable mi- 
nifter of fame as the perfon, who (he 
knew) would liften from the next apart- 
ment, laid her under the neceffity of re- 
frefhing his remembrance with a reca- 
pitulation of her former confeffion, which 
was almott finifhed, when fhe was alarm- 
ed by a noife at the door, occafioned by 
two gentlemen; who attempted to enter 
by farce. 
_ Terrified at this uproar, which dif- 
concerted the magician himfelf, fhe ran 
for fhelter into the place which was pre- 
occupied by the other lady; who, heai- 
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ing this difturbance, had clofed the. 
window-fhutters, that fle might have. 
the better chance of remaining.unknown. 
Here they enfconced themfelves, in the 
utmoft confternation, while the necro- 
mancer, after fore recollection, order- 
ed Hadgi to open the door, and admit 
the rioters, who (he hoped) would be 
over-awed by the authority of his ap- 
pearance. The janitor had no fooner: 
obeyed his inftructions, than in rufbed. 
a young libertine, who had been for 
fome time upon the town, together with. 
his tutor, who was a worn-out debau-: 
chee, well known to the magician, 
‘They were both in that degree of in-. 
toxication necefflary to prepare fuch dif-. 
pofitions for what they commonly call 
frolicks, and the fober part of mankind 
feel to be extravagant outrages againft. 
the laws of their country, and the peace. 
of their fellow-fubje&ts. . Having ftag- 
gered up to the table, the fenior, who 
undertook to be {pokefman, faluted Cad- 
wallader with, ‘ How doft do, old Ca-. 
‘ pricorn? Thou feem’ft to be a mott 
venerable pimp, aud, I doubt not, 
ha(ft abundance of difcretion. Here is 
this young whore-mafter (a true chip . 
of the old venereal block his father) - 
and myfelf, come for a comfortable 
caft of thy funétion. I don’t mean 
that ftale pretence of conjuring ; damn 
futurity ! let us live for the prefent, 
old Haly. Conjure me up a couple 
of hale wenches, and, I warrant, we 
fall get into the magick circle in a 
twinkling. What fays Galileo? What 
‘ fays the reverend Brahe? Here is a 
‘ purfe, you pimp: hark, how itchinks! . 
‘ ‘This is fweeter than the mufick of the 
‘ fpheres.” . 
Our necromancer, perplexed at this 
rencounter, made no reply ; but taking 
up his wand, waved it around his head 
in a very myfterious motion, with a 
view of intimidating thefe forward vili- 
tants, who, far from being awed by. 
this fort of evolution, became more and 
more obftreperous, and even threatened 
to pull him by the beard if he would net 
immediately comply with their detire. 
Had he called his aliociate, or even Had - 
gi, to his aid, he knew he could have 
{oon calmed their turbulence; but, be- 
ing unwilling to run the rifk of a difco- 
very, cr even of a riot, he bethought 
himfelf of chaftifing their infolence in 
another manner, that would be le(fs ha. 
zardous, and rather more effectual. In 
contes, 
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confequence of this fuggeftion, he point- 
ed his wand towards the door of the 
apartment in which the ladies had taken 
fanétuary ; and the two rakes, under- 
ftanding the hint, ruthed in without he- 
fitation. ; 

The females finding their place of 
retreat taken by affault, ran about the 
room in great confternation, and were 
immediately taken prifoners by the af- 
failants, who pulling them towards the 
windows, opened the fhutters at the fame 
inftant of time, when ({trange to tell !) 
one of the heroes difcovered in the prize 
he had made, the very wife of his bo- 
fom; and his companion perceived that 
he had ftumbled in the dark upon his 
own mother. Their mutual aftonifh- 
ment was unfpeakable at this eclairciffe- 
ment, which produced an univerfal fi- 
lence for the fpace of feveral minutes. 
During this paufe tle ladies having re- 
collected themfelves, an expoftulation 
was begun by the elder of the two, who 
roundly took her fon to tafk for his dif- 
orderly life, which laid her under the 
difagreeable neceflity of watching his 
motions, and deteéting him in fuch an 
infamous place. 

While the careful mother thus exer- 
cifed her talent for reprehenfion, the 
hopeful young gentleman, with an hand 
in each fob, ftood whiftling an opera- 
tune, without feeming to pay the moft 
profound regard to his parent’s reproof : 
and the other lady, in imitation of fuch 
a confummate pattern, began to open 
upon her hufband, whom fhe bitterly 
reproached with his loofenefs and in- 
temperance, demanding to know what 
he had to alledge in alleviation of his 
prefent mifconduc&t. The furprize occa- 
fioned by fuch an unexpected meeting 
had already in a great meafure deftroyed 
the effeé&ts of the wine he had fo plenti- 
fully drank, and the firft ufe he made 
of his recovered fobriety, was to revolve 
within himfelf the motives that could 
poffibly induce his wife to give him the 
rendezvous in this manner. As he had 
good reafon to believe fhe was utterly 
void of jealoufy, he naturally placed 
this rencountre to theaccount of another 
paflion; and his chagrin was not at all 
impaired, by the effrontery with which 
fhe now prefumed to reprimand him. 
He liftened to her, therefore, with a 
grave or rather grim afpect; and to the 
queftion with which fhe concluded her 
rebuke, anfwered with great compo- 
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fure,,* All that I have to alledge, Ma- 
‘ dam, is, that the bawd has commit- 
* teda miftake, in confequence of which 
* we are both difappointed: and fo, la- 
‘ dies, your humble fervant.’ So fay- 
ing, he retired with manifeft.confufion 


“in his looks ; andas he paffed through 


the audience-chamber, eying the con. 
juror afkance, pronounced the epithet 
of precious rafcal! with great emphafis. 
Meanwhile the junior, like a dutiful 
child, handed his mamma to her chair ; 


| and the other client, after having re- 


viled the necromancer, becaufe he could 
not forefee this event, went away in a 
itate of mortification. 

The coat being clear, Peregrine came 
forth from his den, and congratulated 
his friend upon the peaceable iffue of 
the adventure which he had overheard : 
but, that he might not be expofed to 
fuch inconvenience for the future, they 
refolved, that a grate fhould be fixed 
in the middle of the outward door, 
through which the conjuror himflf 
might reconnoitre all the vifitants be- 
fore their admiffion; fo that, to thofe 
whofe appearance he might not like, 
Hadgi fhould, without opening, give no= 
tice that his mafter was engaged. By 
this expedient, too, they provided again{t 
thofe difficulties which Cadwallader muft 
have encountered, in giving fatisfaction 
to ftrangers whom he did not know ; 
for the origina! intention of the founders 
was to confine the practice of their art 
to people of fafhion only, moft ef whom 
were peffonally known to: the counter 
feit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, thefe affociates, Cadwallader 
in particular, notwithftanding his boalts 
ed infight into the chara&ters of life, 
never imagined that his pretended fkill 
would be confulted by any but the weak- 
er minded of the female fex, incited by 
that fpirit of curiofity which he knew 
was implanted in their nature: but, in 
the courfe of his praétice, he found him- 
felf cultivated in his preternatural cupa- 
city by people of all fexes, complexions, 
and degrees of reputation, and had oc- 
cafion to obferve, that when the paffions 
are concerned, howfoever cool, cauti- 
ous, and deliberate, the difpofition may 
otherwife be, there is nothing fo idle, 
frivolous, or abfurd, to which they will 
not apply for encouragement and gra- 
tification. The laft occurrence, accord- 
ing to the hopes and expe&ation of the 
confederates, wax whifpered about by 
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the ladies concerned, in fuch a mar- 


ner, that the whole affair was, in a 


few.days, the univerfal topick of, dif- 


courfe, in which it was retailed with’ 


numberlefs embellifhments, invented 
_ by the parties themfelves, who had 
long indulged a pique at each other, 
‘and took this opportunity of enjoying 
their revenge. c 
Thefe incidents, while they regaled 
the fpleen, at the fame time augmented 
the renown of the conjuror, who was 
defcribed on both fides as a very ex- 
traordinary perfon'in his way; and 
the alteration in his door was no fooner 
performed, than he had occafion to 
avail himfelf of it, againft the intru- 


fion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it very difficult to. 


fupport the fame he had acquired. 

. Among thofe who appeared at his 
grate, he perceived a certain clergy- 
man, whom he had long known an 
humble attendant on the great, and 
with fome the reputed minifter of their 
pleafures: this Levite had difguifed 
himielf in a great coat, “boots, and 
drefs quite foreign to the habit worn 
by -thofe of his funétion; and being 
admitted, attempted to impofe himfelf 


as. a country {quire upon the conjuror,. 
who calling him by his name, defired. 


him to fitdown. This reception cor- 
refponding with the report he had 
heard, touching our magician’s art, 


the doctor faid he would lay afide all 
diffimulation, After having profeffed 


an implicit belief, that his fupernatu- 
ral knowledge did not proceed from 
any communication with evil {pirits, 
but was the immediate gift of Heaven, 
he declared the intention of his com- 
ing was to enquire into the health of a 
good friend and brother of his, who 
poflefled a certain living in the conn- 
try, which he named ; and,’as he was 
old and infirm, to know what fpace of 
time was allotted to him in this frail 
ftate of mortality, thar he might have 
the melancholy fatisfation of attend- 
ing him in his laft moments, and af- 
fifting him in his preparations for eter- 
mity’s 

The conjuror, who at once per- 
ceived the purport of this queftion, 
after a folemn paufe, during which he 
feerued abforbed in contemplation, de- 
livered this refponfe to his confulter: 
‘ Though I forefee fome occurrences, 
“ Ido not pretend to be.omnifcient., I 
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‘ know hot to what age that clergy, 
« man’s life will extend; but fo far I 
‘ can penetrate into the womb of time, 
© asto difcern, that the incumbent will. 
¢ furvive his intended fucceffor.” This 
dreadful fentence in a moment banifh-. 
ed the blood from the face of the ap- 
palled confulter, who hearing his own 
doom pronounced, began to tremble 
in every joint; he lifted up his eyesin 
the agony of fear, and faying, ‘ The 
‘ will of God be done!” withdrew in 
filent defpondence, his teeth chatter- 
ing with terror and ‘difmay. 

This client was fucceeded by an old 
man about the age of feventy-five, who 
being refolved to purchafe aleafe, de- 
fired to be determined in the term of 
years by the necromancer’s advice 
obferving, that as he had no children 
of his own body, and had no regard 
for his heirs at law, the purchafe would 
be made with a view to his own con- 
venience only; and therefore, confi- 
dering his age, he himfelf hefitated in 
the period of the leafe, between thirty, 
and threefcore years. 

The conjuror, upon due deliberag. 
tion, advifed him to double the laft 
fpecified term, becaufehe diftinguifhed 
in his features fomething portending 
extreme old age and fecond childhood, 
and he ought to provide for that ftate 
of incapacity, which otherwife would 
be attended with infinite mifery and 
affi€tion. The fuperannuated wretch, 
thunderftruck with this prediction, held 
up his hands, and in the firft tran- 
fports of his apprehenfion, exclaimed, 
‘ Lord have mercy wpon me! I have 
‘ not wherewithal to purchafe fucha 
‘ long leafe, and I have long outlived 
“ all my friends; what then muft be- 
© come of me, finner that I am, one 
‘ hundred and twenty years hence!” 
Cadwallader (who enjoyed his terror) 
under pretence of alleviating his con- 
cern, told him that what he had prog- 
nofticated did not deprive him of the 
means which he and every perfon had 
in their power, to curtail a life of mif- 
fortune; and the old gentleman went 
away, feemingly comforted with the 
aflurance, that it would always be in 
his power.to employ an halter for his 
own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, 
the magician’was vifited by one of thofe 
worthies, known among the Romans 


by the appellation of Heredipetes, rer 
; a 
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had amaffed a large fortune by a clofe 
attention to the immediate wants and 
weaknefs of raw unexperienced heirs. 
This honourable ufurer had fold an an- 
nuity upon the life of a young fpend- 
thrift, being thereto induced by the af- 
firmation of his phyfician, who had af- 
fured him his patient’s conftitution was 
fo rotten, that he could not live one 
year to an end: he had, neverthelefs, 
made fhift to weather eighteen months, 
and now feemed more vigorous and 
healthy than he had ever been known; 
for he was fuppofed to have nourifhed 
an hereditary pox from his cradle. 
Alarmed at this alteration, the feller 
came to confult Cadwallader not only 
about the life of the annuitant, but alfo 
concerning the {tate of his health at the 
time of his purchafing the annuity, pur- 
pofing to fue the phyfician for falfe in- 
telligence, fhould the conjuror declare 
that the young man was found, when 
the doétor pronounced him difeafed. 
But this was a piece of fatisfaction he 
did not obtain from the mifanthrope; 
who, in order to punith his fordid dif- 
pofition, gave him to underftand, that 
the phyfician had told him the truth, 
and nothing but the truth; and that the 
young gentleman was in a fair way of 
attaining a comfortable old age. * That 
© is to fay,’ cried the client, in the 
impatience of his mortification at this 
anfwer, ‘ bating accidents; for, thank 
* God, the annuitant does not lead the 
mott regular life; befides, I am cre- 
dibly informed he is cholerick and 
rafh; fo that he may be concerned in 
aduel: then there are fuch things as 
riots in the ftreet, in which a rake’s 
fkull may be cafually cracked; he 
may be overturned in a coach, overfet 
in the river, thrown from a vicious 
horfe, overtaken with a cold, endan- 
gered by a furfeit; but what I place 
my chief confidence in, is an hearty 
pox, a diftemper which hath been fa- 
tal to his whole family. Not but that 
the iffue of all thefe things is uncer- 
tain; and expedients might be found 
which would more effeCtually anfwer 
the purpofe. I know they have arts 
in India, by which a man can {ecure 
his own intereft, in the falutation of 
a friendly thake by the hand; and I 
do not doubt that you who have lived 
in that country are matter of the fe- 
cret. To be fure, if you was inclined 
to communicate {uch a noftrum, there 
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‘ are abundance of people who would 
‘ purchafe it at a very high price.” 
Cadwallader underftood this infinua- 
tion, and was tempted to amufe him jn 
fuch a manner as would tend to his dif- 
grace and confufion; but, confidering 
that the cafe was of too criminal a na- 
ture to be tampered with, he withftood 
his defire of punifhing this rapasiaye 
y tell- 
ing him, he would not impart the fe- 
cret for his. whole fortune ten times 
doubled; fo that the ufurer retired, very 
much diffatisfied with the iffue of his 
confultation. ' ,. 
The next perfon who prefented him- 
felf at this altar of intelligence, was an 
author, who recommended himfelf to a 
gratis advice, by obferving that‘a pro-- 
phet and poet werg known by the fange 
appellation among the ancients; aad 
that, at this day, both the one and the 
other fpoke by infpiration. ‘The con 
juror refuted to own this affinity, which, 
he faid, formerly fubfifted, becaufe both 
fpecies of the Yates were the,childreti of 
figtion; but as he himfelf did not fall 
under that predicament, he begged leave 
to difown all conneétion with the fami- 
ly of the poets; and the poor author 
would have been difiniffed without his 
errand, though he offered.to leave an 
ode as fecurity for the magician’s fee, 
to be paid from the profits of his firft 
third night, had not Cadwallader’s cy- 
riofity pronipted him to know the fub- 
je&t of this gentleman’s enquiry. He 
therefore told him, that in conficeration 
of his genius, he would for once fatisfy 
him without a fee; and defired him to 
fpecify the doubts in which he wifhed 
to be refolved. . 
The fon of Parnaffus, glad of this 
condefcenfion, for which he thanked the 
necromancer, gave him to underftand, 
that he had fome time before prefented & 
play in manufcript to a certain’ great 
man, at the head of tafte, who had not 
only read and approved the performance, 
but alfo undertaken to introduce and 
fupport it on the ftage; that he (the 
autwar) was affured by this patron, that 
the play was alread) (in confequencé of 
his recommendation) accépted by one 
of the managers, who’ had faithfully 
promifed to bring it toli ht; but that 
when he waited on this fame manager, 
to know when he intended to put his 
production in reheirlil, the man de- 
clared he had never feen or heard of the 
Rr2 piece. 
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piece. * Now, Mz. Conjuror,’ faid he, 
* I want to know whether or not my 
* play has been prefented, and if I have 
‘ any fort of chance of feeing it aéted 
* this winter.’ 

Cadwallader, who had, in his young- 
er days, fported among the theatrical 
mufes, began to lofe his temper at this 
queftion, which recalled the remem- 
brance of his own difappointments ; 
and difpatched the author with an abrupt 
anfwer, importing, that the affairs of 
the ftage were altogether without the 
fphere of his divination, being entirely 
yegulated by the demons of diffimula- 
tion, ignorance, and caprice. 

It would be an endlefs tafk to recount 
every individual refponfe which our ma- 
gician delivered in the courfe of his con- 
juration. \He was confulted in all cafes 
of law, phyfick, and trade, over and 
above the ordinary fubje€ts of marriage 
and fornication ; his advice and affiftance 
‘were folicited by fharpers, who defired 
to poffefs an infallible method of cheat- 


ing unperceived; by fortune-hunters, 


who wanted to make prize of widows 
and heirefles; by debauchees, who were 
difpofed to lie with other men’s wives ; 
by coxcombs, who longed for the death 
af their fathers; by wenches with child, 
who wifhed themfelves rid of their bur- 
dens; by merchants, who had infured 
above value, and thirfled after the 
news of a wreck; by under-writers, 
who prayed for the gift of prefcience, 
that they might venture money upon 
fuch thips only as fhould perform the 
voyage in fafety; by Jews, who wanted 
to forefee the flu€tuations of ftock; by 
ufurers, who advance money upon un- 
decided caufes; by clients, who were 
dubious of the honefty of their council: 
in fhort, all matters of uncertain iffue 
were appealed to this tribunal; and, in 
point of calculation, De Moivre was 
utterly negleéted. 


CHAP. XII. 


THE CONJUROR AND HIS ASSOCI- 
ATE EXECUTE A PLAN OF VEN- 
GEANCE AGAINST CERTAIN IN- 
FIDELS WHO PRETEND TO DE- 
SPISE THEIR ART; AND PERE- 
GRINE ATCHIEVES AN ADVEN- 
TURE WITH A YOUNG NOBLE- 
MAN. 


Y thefe means, the whole variety 
of characters undifguifed, pafled 
as it were in review' befcre the confede- 
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rates, who, by divers ingenious contri- 
vances, punifhed the moft flagrant of- 
fenders with as much feverity as the na- 
ture of their plan would allow. At 
length, they projeéted a fcheme for 
chattifing a number of their own ac- 
quaintance, who had all along profeffed 
the utmoft contempt for the talent of this 
conjuror, which they endeavoured to 
ridicule in all companies, where his fur- 
prizing art was the fubjeét of difcourfe ; 
not that they had fenfe and difcernment 
enough to perceive the abfurdity of his 
pretenfions, but affected a fingularity of 
opinion, with a view of infulting the in- 
ferior underftandings of thofe who were 
deceived by fuch an idle impoftor. 
Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reafons, 
had always efpoufed their judgment in 
this cafe, and joined them in reviling 
the publick charaéter of his friend: but 
he knew how far the capacities of thofe 


_virtuofi extended, and had frequently 


caught them in the faé of recounting 
their exploits againft the conjuror, which 
were the productions of their own in- 
vention only. On thefe confiderations, 
his wrath was kindled againft them, 
and he accordingly concerted meafures 
with his’ coadjutor for overwhelming 
them with confufion and difmay. 

In the firft place, a report was fpread 
by his emiffaries, that the magician had 
undertaken to entertain their view with 
the appearance of any perfon whom his 
cuftomers fhould defire to fee, whether 
dead, or at the diftance of a thoufand 
leagues. This extraordinary propofal 
chancing to be the fubjeét of converfa- 
tion, in a place where moft of thofe in- 
fidels were affembled, they talked of it 
in the ufual ftyle, and fome of them 
{wore the fellow ought to be pilloried 
for his prefumption. 

Our hero, feizing this favourable op- 
portunity, acquiefced in their remarks, 
and obferved with great vehemence, that 
it would be a meritorous a€tion to put 
the rafcal to the proof, and then tofs 
him in a blanket for nen-performance. 
‘They were wonderfully pleafed with 
this fuggeltion, and forthwith deter- 
mined to try the experiment: though, as 
they underttood the apparition would be 
produced to one only at a time, they 
could not immediately agree in the choice 
of the perfon who fhould ftand the firft 
brunt of the magician’s fkill, While 
each of them feverally excufed himfelf 
from this preference. on various pre- 
tences, Peregrine readily undertook the 
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pott, expreffing great confidence of the 
conjuror’s incapacity to give him the 
leaft caufe of apprehenfion. - 

This point being fettled, they de- 
tached one of their number to Crabtree, 
in order to befpeak and adjuft the hour 
and terms of the operation, which he 
infifted upon performing at his own 
apartment, where every thing was pre- 
pared for theoccafion. At the appoint- 
ed time, they went thither in a body, 
to the number of feven, in full ex- 
pectation of detecting the impoftors and 
were received with fuch gloomy forma- 
lity, as feemed to have an effect upon 
the countenances of fome among them; 
though they were encouraged by the vi- 
vacity of Pickle, who affected a double 
fhare of petulance, for the more effectual 
accomplifhment of his purpofe. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the 
interrogations they uttered, in the levity 
of their infolence, at the firft entrance, 
but ordered Hadgi to conduct them 
through the next room, that they might 
fee there was no previous apparatus to 
affright their deputy with objects foreign 
to his undertaking. They found no- 
thing but a couple of wax-tapers burn- 
ing ona table that ftood with a chair 
by it, in the middle of the apartment, 
and returned to the audience-chamber, 
leaving Peregrine by himfelf, to. en- 
counter the phantom of that perfon, 
whom they fhould (without his know- 
ledge) defire the magician to conjure up 
to his view. 

All the doors being fhut, and the 
company feated, a profound filence en- 
fued, together with a face of dreadful 
expectation, encouraged by the blue 
flame of the candles, which were tipped 
with fulphur for that purpofe, and 
heightened by the difmal found of a large 
bell, which Hadgi tolled in the anti- 
chamber. Cadwallader having thus 
practifed upon their ignorance and fear, 
defired them to name the perfon to be 
produced. After fome whilpers among 
themfelves, one of them took the pen, 
and writing the name of Commodore 
Trunnion upon a flip of paper, put it 
into the hands of the magician, who 
rofe from his feat, and opening the door 
of his clofet, difplayed to their view a 
fkull, with thigh bones croffed upon a 
table covered with black cloth. 

This melancholy fpectacle made a re- 
markable impreffion upon the imagina- 
tions of the company, already prepotiefied 


317 


by the previous ceremony; and they be- 
gan to furvey one another with looks of 
confternation, while Cadwallader, thut- 
ting himfelf in the clofet, that was conti. — 
gous to the chamber in which his friend 
eregrine was ftationed, thruft the label 
with his uncle’s name, through a fmall 
chink in the partition, according to 
agreement, muttering all the time _a fort 
of gibberifh, that increafed the panick 
of his audience; then returning to his 
chair, the knell was knolled again, and 
Pickle calfed aloud, ‘ Damn your mum- 

‘ mery! why don’t you difpatch?’ 
This was a fignal to Crabtree, who 
thus certified of his having received 
the paper, ftood up and waved his wand 
in the figure of an S. The motion 
being thrice performed, their ears were 
all of a fudden invaded by a terrible 
noife in the next room, accompanied 
with the voice of Peregrine, who ex-~ 
claimed ina tone of horror and amaze- 
ment, ‘ Guard me, Heaven! my un- 
“cle Trunnion!? This ejaculation 
had fuch an effeét upon the hearers, 
that two of them fwooned with fear, a 
third fell upon his knees and prayed 
aloud, while the other three, in a tran{- 
port of difmay and diftraction, ‘burft 
open the door, and rufhed into the 
haunted chamber, where they found 
the table and chair overturned, and 
Peregrine extended, (in all appearance), 
without fenfe or motion, upon the floor. 
They immediately began to chafe 
his temples; and the firft fymptom of 
his recovery, which they perceived, 
was an hollow groan; after which he 
pronounced theie words: ¢ Merciful 
‘ powers! if I live, I faw the commo- 
* dore with his black patch, in the very 
‘ cloaths he wore at my fifter’s wed- 
‘ ding.” This declaration compleated 
their aftonifhment and terror; they ob- 
ferved a wildnefs in his looks, which 
he feemed to bend on fomething con- 
cealed from their view; and were in- 
fected by his appearance to fuch a pitch 
of fuperitition, that it would have been 
an eafy matter to perfuade them that 
the chair and table were apparitions of 
their forefathers. However, they con. 
ducted Peregrine into the council- 
chamber, where the conjuror and Hadgt 
were employed in miniftring to thote 
who had fainted. The patients having 
retrieved the ule of their faculties, 
Cadwallader affuming a double partion 
of feverity in his afpeét, aiked if they 
: were 
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were not afhamed of their former incre- 
dulity; declaring, that he was ready 
to give them more convincing proofs 
of his art upon the fpot, and would 
immediately recal three generations of 
their progenitors from the dead, if they 
were difpofed to relith fuch company. 

‘ ‘Fhen turning to one of them, whofe 
great-pgrandfather had been hanged, 
* Are you,’ faid he, ‘ ambitious of 
¢ feeing the firft remarkable. perfonage 
¢ of your family? Say-the word, and 
£ he fhall appear.” 

This youth, who had been the moft 
infolent and obftreperous of the whole 
fociety, and was now depreffed with 
the fame proportion of fear, alarmed at 
the propofal, affured the magician, he 
had no curiofity: of that fort remaining; 
and that what he had already feen, 
would (he hoped) have a good effect 
upon his future life and converfation. 
Every one of thefe heroes made an ac- 
knowledgment and profeffion’ of thé 
fame kind, fome of which were at- 
tended with tears; and Hadg: hav- 
img provided chairs for the whole 
company, they ‘departed exceedingly 
creft-fallen. ‘I"wo of the number ac- 
tually fickened with the agitation they 
had undergone, while our hero and his 
affociate made themfelves merry with 
the fuceefs of their enterprize. 

« But this fcheme of fortune-telling 
did not engrofs his whole attention ; he 
fii} continued to maintain his appear- 
ance mn the beau-monde; and as his 
expence far exceeded his income, ftrove 
to contract intimacies with people of 
intereft and power; he fhewed himfelf 
regularly at court, paid his refpeéts 
to them in all places of publick diver- 
fon, and frequently entered into their 
parties, either of pleafure or cards. In 
the courfe of this cultivation, he hap- 
pened one evening, at a certain cho- 
~colate-houfe, to overlook a match at 
piguet, in which he perceived a couple 
of tharpers making: prey of a young 
nobleman, who had neither temper 
ner fill fufficient to cope with fuch 
antaconifts. 

Our herg beinga profeffed enemy to 
abl knights of induitry, could not bear 
td fee them cheat in publick with fuch 
infolent audacity. Under pretence of 
communicating fome bufinefs of im- 
portance, he begged the favour of 
fpeaking to the young gentleman in 
another corner of the voom, and ina 
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friendly manner cautioned him againtt 
the arts of his opponents. This hot- 
headed reprefentative, far from think- 
ing or owning himfelf obliged to Pickle 
for his good counfel, looked upon his 
advice as an infult upon his under= 
flanding; and replied with an air of 
ferocious difpleafure, that he knew how 
to take care of his own concerns, and 
would not fuffer either him or them 
to bubble him out of one fhilting. ©” 

Peregrine, offended at the affocia- 
tion, as well as at the ingratitude and 
folly of this conceited coxtomb, ex- 
preffed his refentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at leaft an acknow- 
ledgement for his candid intention; 
but he found his intetletts too much 
warped by his vanity, to perceive his 
own want of capacity and experience. 
Inflamed by this reproof, the young 
nobleman challenged him to play for 
five hundred pounds, with many op- 
probrious, of ‘at leaft' contemptuous 
terms of defiance, which provoked our 
hero to accept the propofal. ° After the 
other had difengaged himfelf from, the 
old rooks, who were extremely mortified 
at the interruption, the two young 
champions fat down, and Fortune 
afting with uncommon impartiality, 
Pickle, by the fuperiority of his ta- 
fents, in two hours won to the ainount 
of as many thoufand pounds, for which 
he was obliged to take his antagonift’s 


‘note, the fharpers having previoufly 


fecured his ready-money. 

Frantick with his lofs, thé rath 
young man would have continued the 
‘gaine, and doubled ftakes every time; 
fo that Peregrine might have increafed 
his acquifition to ten times the fum he 
had gained; but he thought he had al- 
ready fufficiently chaftifed the pre- 
fumption of the challenger, and was 
unwilling to empower Fortune to ra- 
vifh from him the fruits of his fuccefs; 
he therefore declined my lord’s propo- 
fal, unlefs he would play for ready- 
money ; and his lordfhip having in vain 
tried his credit among the company, 
our adventurer withdrew, leaving him 
‘in an extafy of rage and difappoint- 
inent. : 

As the infolence of his behaviour had 
intcreafed with his ill-luck, and he had 
given vent to divers exprefions, which 
Peregrine tock amifs, our young gentle- 
man refolved to augment his 
ment, by teazing him with 
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which could not, he knew, be immedi-: 


ately fatisfied ; and next day fent Pipes 
to his father’s houfe with the , note, 
which was drawn payable upon demand. 
The debtor, who had gone to bed half 
diftraéted with his misfortune, finding 
himfelf waked with fuch a difagreeable 
dunn, loft all patience, ciwfed Pickle, 
threatened his meflenger, blafphemed 
with horrible execrations, and made fuch 
a noife as reached theears of his father; 
who ordering his fon to be called into 
his prefence, examined him about the 
caufe of that uproar, which had difturb- 
ed the whole family. The young gen- 
tleman, after having eflayed to amufe 
him with fundry equivocations, which 
ferved only to, increafe his fufpicion, 
and defire of knowing the truth, ac- 
knowledged that he had loft fome money: 
over night at cards, to a gamefter who 
had been fo impertinent as to fend a 
meffage, demanding it that morning, 
though he had told the fellow, that it 


would not fuit him to pay it inimediate-. 


ly. The father, who was a man of ho- 
nour, reproached him with great feverity 
for his profligate behaviour in general, 
and this feandalons debt in particular, 
which he believed to be fome trifle ; 
then giving him abank note for five 
hundred. pounds, commanded him to go 
and difcharge it without lofs of time. 
This well-principled heir took the mo- 
ney, but inftead of waiting upon his 
creditor, he forthwith repaired to the 
gaming-houfein hopes. of retrieving his 
lofs; and before he rofe from the table, 
faw his note mortgaged for feven-eights 
of it’s value. 

Meanwhile, Pickle, incenfed at the 
treatment which his fervant had receiv- 
ed, and informed of hig lordfhip’s fe- 
eond lofs, which aggravated his refent- 
ment, determined to preferve no me- 
dium; and taking out a writ the fame 
day, put it immediately in execution upon 
the body, of his debtor, juft as he ftep- 
ped into his chairat the door of White’s 
Chocolate-houfe. The prifoner being 
naturally fierce and haughty, attempted 
to draw upon the bailiffs, who difarmed 
him in a twinkling; and this effort 
ferved only to heighten his. difgrace, 
which was witneffed by a thoufand peo- 
ple, molt. of whom laughed very hear- 
tily at the adventure of a lord’s being 
arrelted. 

_ Such a publick tranfaction could not 
long efcape the knowledge of his father, 
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who, that very day, had the fatisfaction, 
to hear that his fon was in a fpunging-. 
houfe. In confequence of this -informa- 
tion, he fent lis fteward to learn the 
particulars of the arreft, and was equally 
offended, furprized, and concerned, when + 
he underttood the nature of the debt,. 
which he imagined his fon had already. 
difcharged. Unwilling. to pay fuch 2 
confiderable fum for a fpendthrift, whom. 
he had but too much indulged, and who 
in lefs than one week might involve him- 
felf in fuch another difficulty, the old 
gentleman wrote a letter to Peregrine, 
reprefenting what a hardfhip it would 
be upon him to forfeit fuch fums by the 
indifcretion of afon, whofe engagements 
he was not bound to fulfil, and defiring 
fome mitigation in his demand, as it 
was not a debt contraéted for value re- 
ceived, but incurred without fubjecting 
him to the leaft damage or.inconveni- 
ence. 

Our adventurer no fooner received this 
letter, than he went in perfon to wait up- 
on the author, to whom he, in a candid 
manner, related the particular circum- 
ftances of the match, together with the in- 
gratitude and audacity of his fon, which 
he owned had ftimulated him to fuch 
meafures as he otherwife would have 
{corned to.take. The nobleman acknow- 
ledged, that the revenge was hardly ade- 
quate to the provocation, and condemn- 
ed the conduct of his fon with fuch juf- 
tice and integrity, as difarmed Peregrine 
of his refentment, and difpofed him to 
give an undoubted proof of his own 


. difintereftednefs, which he immediately 


exhibited, by producing the note, and 


tearing it to pieces, after having affured 


his lordfhip, that the writ fhouid be with- 
drawn, and the prifoner difcharged, be- 
fore night. 

The earl, who perfeétly well under- 
ftood the value of money, and was no 
firanger to the characters of mankind, 
ftood amazed at this facrifice, which 
Pickle protefted was offered by his efteem 
for his lordfhip: and after having com- 
plimented him upon his generolity, in a 
very uncommon ftrain of encomium, 
begged the favour of his acquaintance, 
and infilted upon his dining with him 
next day. The youth, proud of hav- 
ing met with fuch an opportunity to 
diftinguifh himfelf, in lefs than an hour 
performed every article of his promife; 
and in the morning was vifited by the 
debtor, who came by the.exprefs order 
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of his father, to thank him for the obli- 
gation under which he was laid, and to 
a{k pardon for the offence he had given. 

‘This condefcenfion was very glorious 
for our hero, who gracioufly received his 
fubmiffion, and accompanied him to 
dinner, where he was carefled by the 
old earl with marks of particular affec- 
tion and efteem. Nor was his gratitude 
confined to exterior civility; he offered 
him the ufe of his intereftat court, which 
was very powerful, and repeated his de- 
fre of ferving him fo preffingly, that 
Peregrine thought he could not difpenfe 
with the opportunity of affifting his ab- 
fent friend Godfrey, im whofe behalf he 
begved the influengg of his lordthip. 

The earl, pleafed with this requeft, 
which was anothe¥ proof of the young 
gentleman’s benéVolence, faid, he would 
uot fail to pay the utmoit regard to his 
recommendation; and in fix weeks a 
captain’s commiffion was actually fign- 
ed for the by'other of Emilia, who was 
very agreeably furprized at the intima- 
tion he received trom the war-ofiice, 
though he was utterly ignorant of the 
canal through which he obtained that 
promotion. 


CHA P. 2a. 


PEREGRINE I5 CELEBRATED AS A 
WIT ANDPATRON,AND PROCEEDS 
TO ENTERTAIN HIMSELF AT THE 
EXPENCE OF WHOMIIT DID CON- 
CERN. 


N the mean time, Peregrine flourith- 

ed in the gay fcenes of life, and (as 
I have already obferved) had divers. op- 
portunities of profiting in the way of 
marriage, had not his ambition been a 
little too inordinate, and his heart ftill 
biaffed by a paffion, which all the levity 
of youth could not halance, nor all the 
pride of vanity overcome. Nor was our 
hero unmarked in the world of letters 
and tafte: he had fignalized himfelf in 
feveral poetical productions, by which 
he had acquired a good fhare of reputa- 
tion ; not that the preces were fuch as 
ought to have done much honour to his 
genius; but any tolerable performance 
from a perfon of his figure, and tuppoted 
fortune, will always be confidered by 
the bulk of readers as an inftance of afto- 
nifhing capacity ; though the very fame 
production, ufhered into the world with 
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the name of an author im lefs affluent 
circumftances, would be. juftly difre- 
-garded and defpifeds fo much is the 
opinion of moft people influenced and 
over-awed by ridiculous confiderations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentle- 
man was no fooner diftinguifhed as an 
author, than he was marked outas a 
patron by all the ftarving retainers to 
poetry ; he was folemnized in odes, ce- 
lebrated in epigrams, and fed with the 
milk of foft dedication. His vanity even 
relifhed this incenfe; and though his 
reafon could not help defpifing thofe that 
offered it, not one of them was fent 
away unowned by his munificence. 
He began to think himfelf, in good ear- 
nett, that fuperior genius which their 
flattery had defcribed; he cultivated 
acquaintance with the wits of fafhion, 
and even compofed in fecret a number 
of bons mots, which he uttered in com- 
‘pany as the impromptus of his imagi- 
nation. In this practice, indeed, he 
imitated fome of the moft renowned ge- 
niufes of the age, who (if the truth 
were known) have laboured in fecret, 
with the {weat of their brows, for many 
a repartee which they have vended as the 
immediate produétion of fancy and ex- 
preffion. He was fo fuccefsful in this 
exercife of his talents, that his fame 
actually came in competition with that 
great man, who had long fat at the helm 
of wit: and in a dialogue that once 
happened between them, on the fubjeét 
of a cork-{crew, wherein the alterca- 
tion was difcharged (according to Bayes) 
flap for flap, dafh for dafh, our hero 
was judged to have the better of his 
lordihip, by fome of the minor fatellites 
that commonly furround and refleé the 
rays of fuch mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himfelf fo far 
in thefe literary amufements, that he 
took the management of the pit into his 
direction, putting himfelf at the head 
of thofe criticks who call themfelves the 
town; and in that capacity chaftifed 
feveral players, who had been rendered 
infolent and refra€tory by unmerited fuc- 
cefs. As for the new produétions of 
the ftage, though generally unfpirited 
and infipid, they always enjoyed the 
benefit of his influence and proteétion ; 
becaufe he never difliked the perform- 
ance fo much as he fympathized with 
the poor author, who ftood behind the 
fcenes in the moft dreadful fufpenfe, 
trembling, as it were, on the very aap 
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of damnation: yet, though he extend- 
ed his generofity and compaffion to the 
humble and needy, he never let flip one 
opportunity of mortifying villainy and 
arrogance. Had the executive power 
of the legiflature been vefted in him, he 
would have doubtlefs devifed' ftrange 
fpecies of punifhment for all offenders. 
againft humanity and decorum ; but, 
reftriéted as he was, he employed his 
invention in fubjeéting them to the ridi- 
cule and contempt of their fellow-fub- 
jects. 

It was with this view he fet on foot 
the {cheme of conjuration, which was 
ftill happily carried on, and made ufe 
of the intelligence of his friend Cad- 
wallader ; though he fometimes convert- 
ed this advantage to the purpofes of 
gallantry, being (as the reader may 
have perceived) of a very amorou- com- 
plexion. He not only acted tne re- 
former, or rather the caftigator, in the 
fafhionable world, but alfo exercifed his 
talents among the inferior clafs of peo- 
ple, who chanced to incur his difplea- 
fure. 

One mifchievous plan that entered 
our hero’s imagination, was fuggefted 
by two advertifements publithed in the 
fame paper, by perfons who wanted to 
borrow certain fums of money, for which 
they promifed to give undeniable {e- 
curity. Peregrine, from the ftyle and 
manner of both, concluded they were 
written by attornies, a fpecies of peo- 
ple for whom he entertained his uncle’s 
averfion. In order to amufe himéfelf, 
and fome of his friends, with their dif- 
appointment, he wrote a letter figned 
A.B. to each advertifer, according to 
the addrefs fpecified in the newfpaper, 
importing, that if he would come with 
his writings to a certain coffee-houfe near 
the Temple, precifely at fix o’clock in the 
evening, he would find a perfon fitting in 
the right-hand box next to the window, 
who would be glad to treat with him 
about the fubjeét of his advertifement, 
and, fhould his fecurity be liked, would. 
accommodate him with the fum which 
he wanted to raife. Before the hour of 
this double appointment, Pickle, with 
his friend Cadwallader, and a few more 
gentlemen, to whom he had thought 
proper to communicate the plan, went 
to the coffee-houfe, and feated themfelves 
near the place that was dettined for their 
meeting. 

The-hope of getting money had fuch 
an-evident effect upon their punctuality, 
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that one of them arrived a confiderable 
time before the hour; and having re- 
connoitred the room, took his {tation 
according to tlre direétion he had receiv- 
ed, fixing his eyes upon a clock that 
ftood before him, and afking of the bar- 
keeper if it was not too flow. He had 
not remained in this pofture many mi- 
nutes, when he was joined by a ftrange 
figure, that waddled into the room with 
a bundle-of papers in his bofom, and 
the fweat running‘over his nofe. See- 
ing a man in the box to which he had 
been dire&ted, he took it for granted he 
was the lender; and as foon as he could 
recover his breath, which was almoft ex- 
haufted by the difpatch he had made, 
‘ Sir,’ faid he, ‘I prefume you are the 
* gentleman I was to meet about that 
‘ loan.” Here he was interrupted by 
the other, who eagerly replied, ‘ A. B. 
‘ Sir, I fuppofe..—* The fame,” cried 
the laft comer; ‘1 was afraid I fhould 
‘ be toolate; for I was detained beyond 
my expectation, by a nobleman in the 
other end of the town that wants to’ 
mortgage a {mall trifle of his eftate, 
about athoufanda year; and my watch 
happens to be in the hands of the 
maker, having met with an accident 
a few nights ago, which fet it afleep. 
But howfomever, there's no time lott, 
and I hope this affair will be tranfaéted 
to the fatisfaction of us both. For 
my own part, I love to do good of- 
fices myfelf, and therefore I expeét 
nothing but what is fair and honeit of 
other people.’ 
His new friend was exceedingly com- 
forted by this declaration, which he 
confidered as a happy omen of his fuc- 
cefs ; and the hope of fingering the cafh 
operated vifibly in his countenance, 
while he expreffed his fatisfaction at 
meeting with a perfon of fuch candour 
and humanity. * The pleafure,’ faid he, 
of dealing with an eafy confcientious 
‘ man, is, in my opinion, fuperior to 
that of touching all the money upon 
earth; for what joy can be compared 
with what a generous mind feels in 
befriending it’s fellow-creatures? I 
was never fo happy in my life, as at 
one time in lending five hundred 
pounds to a worthy gentleman in dif- 
trefs, without infitting upon rigid fe~ 
curity. Sir, one may eafily diftinguifh 
an upright man by his countenance: 
‘ for example now, I think I could take 
© your word for ten thoufand pounds.” 
The other with great joy protefted, ie: 
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he was right in his conjegture, and re- 
turned the compliment a thoufand fold: 
by which means the expectation of both 
was wound up toa very interefting pitch; 
and both at the fame inftant began to 
produce their papers, in the untying of 
which their hands fhook with tranfports 
of eagernefs and impatience, while their. 
eyes were fo intent upon their work, that 
they did not perceive the occupation of 
each other. 

At length, one of them, having got 
the ftart of the other, and unrolled feve- 
ral fkins of mutty parchment, directed 
his view to the employment of his friend ; 
and feeing him fumbling at his bundle, 
afked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along 
with him. “The other, without lifting 
up his eyes, or defifting from his en- 
deavours to loofe the knot, which by 
this time he had applied to his teeth, 
an{wered his queftion in the negative, 
obferving, that the papers in his hand 
were the fecurity which he propofed to 
give for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the 
enquirer into a ftare of infinite ftolidity, 
accompanied with the word, ‘ Anan!” 
which he pronounced in a tone of fear 
and aftonifhment. The other, alarmed 
at this note, caft his eyes towards the 
fuppofed lender, and was in a moment 


infcéted by his afpeét. All the exulta-, 


tion of hope that fparkled in their eyes 
was now fucceeded by difappointment 
and difmay; and while they gazed rueful- 
ly at each other, their features were gra- 
dually elongated, like the tranfient curls 
of a middle -row periwig. 

This emphatick filence was, however, 
broke by the laft comer, who, in a faul- 
tering accent, defired the other to recol- 
le&t the contents of his letter. ‘* Of 
‘ your letter!’ cried the firft, putting 
into his hand the advertifement he had 
received from Pickle; which he had no 
fooner perufed, than he produced’ his 
own for the fatisfaction of the other 
party : fothat another gloomy paufe en- 
fued, at the end of which cach uttered a 
profound figh, or rather groan, and ri- 
fing up, {neaked off without farther com- 
munication; he wno feemed to be the 
moft afflicted of the two, taking h:s de- 
parture with an exclamation of, ‘ Hum- 
* bugged, egad !” 

Such were the amufements of our 
hero, though they did not engrois his 
whole time, fome part of which was 
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dedicated to nof&turnal riots and revels, 
among a fet of young noblemen, who 
had denounced war againft temperance, 
cecononty, and common fenfe, and were, 
indeed, the devoted fons of tumult, wafte, 
and prodigality. Not that Peregrine re« 
lifhed thofe fcenes, which were a fuce 
ceffion of abfurd extravagance, devoid 
of all true fpirit, tafte, or enjoyment: 
but his vanity prompted him to mingle 
with thofe who were intitled the choice 
fpirits of the age; and his difpofition 
was fo pliable, as to adapt itfelf eafily 
to the meafures of his company, where 
he had not influence enough to act in the 
capacity of director. ‘Their rendezvous 
was at a certain tavern, which might be 
properly’ ftyled the temple of excefs, 
where they left the choice of their fare 
to the difcretion of the landlord, that 
they might fave themfelves the pains of 
exercifing their own reafon ; and in order 
to avoid the trouble of adjufting the bill, 
ordered the waiter to declare how much 
every individual muft pay, without fpe- 
cifying the articles of the charge. This 
proportion generally amounted to two 
guineas per head for each dinner and 
{upper, and frequently exceeded that 
fum ; of which the landlord durft not 
abate, without running the rifk of hav- 
ing his nofe flit for his moderation. 

But this was a puny expence, com- 
pared with that which they often incur- 
red by the damage done to the furniture 
and fervants, in the madnefs of theirin- 
toxication, as well as the lofs they fu- 
{tained at hazard, an amufement to 
which all of them had recourfe in the 
progrefs of their debauches. This ele- 
gant diverfion was mtroduced, encourag- 
ed, and promoted, by a crew of rapaci~ 
ous fharpers, who had made themfelves 
neceflary companions to this hopeful ge- 
neration, by the talent of pimping and 
buffoonery. Though they were uni- 
verfally known, even by thofe they prey- 
ed upon, to have no other means of earn~ 
ing their livelihood, than the moft in- 
famous and fraudulent practices, they 
were carefled and courted by thefe in- 
fatuated dupes, when a man of honour, 
who would not join in their excefles, 
would have been treated with the utmoft 
indignity and contempt. 

Though Peregrine, in his heart, de- 
tefted thofe abandoned courfes, and was 
a profefled enemy to the whole {ociety of 
gameiters, whom he confidered and al- 
ways treated as the foes of human ent 
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he was infenfibly accuftomed to licen- 
tious riot, and even led imperceptibly 
into play by thofe cormorants, who are 
no lefs dangerous in theart of cheating, 
than by their confummate {kill in work- 
ing upon the paflions of unwary youth. 
They are, for the moft part, naturally 
cool, phlegmatick, and crafty, and by 
a long habit of diffimulation, have gain- 
ed an abfolute dominion over the hafty 
paffions of the heart ; fo that they engage 
with manifeft advantage over the impa- 
tience and impetuofity of a warm, un- 
defigning temper, like that of our young 
gentleman, whe, when he was heated 
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with wine, mifled by example, invited 
on one hand, and defied on the other, 
forgot all his maxims of caution and fo- 
briety, and plunging into the reigning 
folly of the place, had frequent occafions 
to moralize in the morning upon the lofs 
of the preceding night. 

Thefe penitential refle€tions were at- 
tended with many laudable refolutions 
of profiting by the experience which he 
had fo dearly purchafed ; but he was 
one of thofe philofophers, who always 
put off, till another day, the commence- 
ment ef their reformation. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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VOLUME THE FOURTH. 


CHAP. I. 


PEREGRINE RECEIVES A LETTER 
FROM HATCHWAY, IN CONSE- 
QUENCE OF WHICH HE REPAIRS 
TO THE GARRISON, AND PER- 
FORMS THE LAST OFFICES TO 
HIS AUNT. HE IS VISITED BY 
MR. GAUNTLET, WHO INVITES 
HIM TO HIS MARRIAGE. 


ia N this circle of amufements 
C4 } our hero’s time was par- 
hid celled out, and few young 

entlemen of the age en- 
sees “A. jomnd life with gettin re- 
lifh, notwithftanding thofe 
intervening checks of Reafon, which 
Served only to whet his appetite for a 
repetition of the pleafures fhe fo pru- 
duently condemned ; when he received 
the following letter, by which he was 
determined to vifit his eftate in the coun- 
try. 4a 


€ COUSIN PICKLE, 


M¢ Hope you are in a better trim than 

‘your aunt, who has been faft 
© moored to her bed thefe feven weeks 
¢ by feveral feet of under-water logging 
© in her hold and hollop, whereby I 
§ doubt her planks are rotted, fo as the 
¢ cannot chufe but fall to pieces in a 
€ fhort time. I have done all in my 
§ power to keep her tight and eafy, and 
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free from fudden fqualls that might 
overftrain her. And here have been 
the doétors,who have fkuttled her lower 
deck, and let out fix gallons of water. 
For my own part, I wonder how the 
devil it came there; for you know as 


-how it was a liquor fhe never took in. 


But as for thofe fellows the doétors, 
they are like unfkilful carpenters, that 
in mending one leak make a couple ;_ 
and {fo fhe fills again apace. But the 
wortt fign of allis this here, fhe won’t 
let a drop of Nantz go hetwixt the 
combings of her teeth, and has quite 
loft the rudder of her underitanding, 
whereby fhe yaws woundily in her 
{peech, palavering about fome foreign 
part called the New Geereufalem, and 
withing herfelf in a fafe birth in the 
The parfon, I mutt 
fay, ftrives to keep her fteady concern- 
ing the navigation of her foul, and 
talks very fenfibly of charity and the 
poor, whereof fhe hath left a legacy 
of two hundred pounds in her will. 
And here has been Mr.Gamalitel, and 
your brother, my lord, demanding en- 
trance at the gate, in order to fee her; 
but I would not fuffer them to come 
aboard, and pointed my patereroes, 
which made them fheer off. Your 
fitter, Mrs. Clover, keeps clofe watch 
upon her kinfwoman, without ever 
turning in; and a kind-hearted young 
woman itis. I fhould be glad to fee 


you at the garrifon, if the wind of 


* your 
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“ your inclination fits that way; and 
mayhap it may be a comfort to your 
aunt, to behold you along-fide of her, 
when her anchor is apeak. So no 
more at prefent, but refts your friend 
and humble fervant to command, 


a aA AR A 


‘ Jonn Hatcuway.’ 


Next morning, after the receipt of 
this epiftle, Peregrine, in order to ma- 
nifeft his regard to his aunt, as well as 
his friendthip for honeft Jack, fet out 
on horfeback for their habitation, at- 
tended by Pipes, who longed to fee his 
old mefimate ; but before he reached the 
garrifon, Mrs. Hatehway had given up 
the ghoft, in the threefcore and fhfth year 
of her age. The widower feemed to 
bear his lofs with refignation, and be- 
haved very decently upon the occafion, 
though he did not undergo thofe dange- 
rous tranfports cf forrow which fome 
tender-hearted hufbands have felt at the 
departure of their wives. The lieute? 
sant was naturally a philofepher, and 
fo well difpofed to acquiefce in the dif- 
penfations of Providence, that in this, 
as well as in every other emergency of 
his life, he firmly believed, that every 
thing which happened was for the beft. 

Peregrine’s tafk, therefore, was not 

' fo great in comforting him, as in confol- 
ing his own fifter, who with great poig- 
nancy and fincerity of griet Jamented 
the death of the only relation with whom 
the had maintained any intimacy of cor- 
refpondence ; for her mother was as im- 
hm as ever in her enmity againft 

er and Peregrine, and rather more de- 
termined in her rancour, that which was 
originally a fudden tranfport of indig- 
nation being by this time fettled into a 
confirmed inveteracy of hate. As for 
Gam, who was now dignified by the 
country people with the appellation of the 
young fquire, he itill aéted in the capa- 
city of minifter to the caprice and venge- 
ance of his mother, taking all opportu- 
nities of difturbing Julia's peace, flander- 
ing her reputation, and commiting out- 
raves again{t the tenants and dometticks 
of her hufband, who was a man of a 
quiet and timorous difpofition. 

But the chief amufement of young 
Pickle, in his later years, was the chace, 
im which he acquired fome renown by 
his intrepidity and remarkable figure, 
which itfiproved every day in deformity ; 
dniomuch, as to fuggeit a ludicrous 
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{cheme of revenge toa gentleman in the - 
neighbourhood. Having been affronted 
by theinfolence of Crookback, he cloath- 
ed a large baboon that was in his pof- 
fefion in a drefs that refembled the 
hunting equipage of Gam, and ordering 
the animal to be fet aftride, and tied up- 
on the back of his keeneft hunter, turn- 
ed them out cone day after the hounds. 
The herfe in a little time out- {tripping 
all the reft in the field; the rider was 
miftaken for Gam by the whole com- 
pany, who faluted him as he paffed with. 
an halloo, cbferving, that the fquire had 
his ufual good luck, in being better 
mounte’ than his neighbours. Pickle 
afterwards appearing in his own perfon, 
created great aftonifhment in the {pec- 
tators, one of whom afked if he had 
fplit himfelf in twain, and pointed out 
his reprefentative, who was by this time 
almoft up with the hounds: upon which, 
the identical Gam went in purfuit of 
the impoftor. When he overtook him, 
he was fo much enraged at the coun- 
terfeit, that he attacked the baboon 
whip in hand, and in ‘all probability 
would have facrificed him to his refent- 
ment, had not he been prevented by the 
other fox-hunters. “They interpofed, in 
order to make up the difference betwixt 
two' brothers of ‘the fpert, and ‘were 
equally furprized and diverted, when 
they diftinguithed the quality of Crook- 
back’s antagonift, which they refcued 
from his rage, and re-conveyed to it’s 
matter. ; 
Peregrine, at the requeft of his friend 
Jack, took charge of his aunt’s funeral, 
to which his parents were invited, though 
they did not think proper to appear, or 
psy the leaft regard to his folicitations, 
when he defired permiffion to wait upon 
them in pérfon. Neverthelefs, old Ga- 
maliel, at the inftigation of his wife, 
afterwards obtained an order from Doc- 
tor’s Commons, obliging Hatchway to 
produce the will of his wife, on the fup- 
pofition that fhe had bequeathed to him 
fome part of the money which (he knew) 
was at her own dilpofal. But from this 
ftep he reaped no other fatisfaétion than 
that of finding him({elf altogether neg-. 
leéted by the teftatrix, who had left all 
her effets to her hufband, except one 
thoufand pounds, with her jewels, to 
Julia’s daughter, the benefaétion men- 
tioned in the lieutenant’s letter, and 
fome inconfiderable legacies to her f2- 
vourite domeiticks. i: 
A fer 
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. A few days after the interment of 
this good lady, our hero was agreeably 
furpr:zed with a vifit from his friend 
Godfrey, who had come to England in 
confequence of that promotion which 
he owed to his intereft, though the fol- 
dier himfelf placed it to the credit of a 
certain courtier who had formerly pro- 
mifed to befriend him, and now find- 
ing his advancement ‘unowned, very 
moieftly arrogated the merit of it to 
himfelf. He communicated his good 
fortune to Pickle, who complimented 
him upon it as an event of which he 
had no precognition; and at the fame 
time told him, that, in confequence of 
his preterment, his coutin at Windilor 
had confented to his being immediately 
united in the bands of wedlock with his 
lovely Sophy ; that the wedding-day was 
already fixed; and that nothing would 
be wanting to his happinefs, if Pere- 
grine would honour the nuptials with“ 
his prefence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with 
great eagernefs, when he learned that 
Emilia would be there in quality, of 
bride’s maid ; and now repeated what 
he had formerly written to his friend, 
namely, that he was not only willing, 
but extremely, impatient, to atone for 
his mad behaviour to that young 
lady, by laying himfelf and his whole 
fortune at her feet. Godfrey thank- 
ed him for his honourable intention, 
and promifed to ufe his influence, and 
that of Sophy, in his behalt, ‘though 
he feemed dubious of their fuccels, on 
account of~his fifter’s delicacy, which 
could not pardon the leaft thadow of 
difrefpeét. He owned, indeed, he was 
not certain that fhe would appear in the 
fame company with Pickle; but as fhe 
had madeno ttipulations on that {core, he 
would interpret her filence in the moft 
favourable manner, and keep her in ig- 
norance of his defign, until fhe fhould 
find it too late to retra&t with any de- 
cency. The hope of feeing and con- 
verfing with Emilia, and perhaps of 
being recenciled to her, afier having 
fuffered fo much and fo long from, her 
difpleafure, raifed a tumult of ideas 
in his breaft, and produced a ftrange 
inquietude of joy and perturbation. 
Gauntlet having ftaid with him a few 
days, and fignified the time appointed 
for his fpoufals, took his leave, in or- 
der to prepare for the occafion ; while 
Peregrine, with his friend, Hatchway, 
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made a tour among his acquaintance in 
the country, with a view of founding 
their inclinations touching a project 
which he had lately conceived, of offer- 
ing himfelf as a candidate for a certain 
borough in the neighbourhood, at the 


enfuing election for members of parlia- 


ment. . 

This fcheme, which was fuygefted 
to him by one of his quality patrons, 
would have fucceeded according to his 
wifh, had the election taken place im- 
mediately ; but before that happened, 
his intéereft was overbalanced by fome 
{mall accidents that will be recorded in 
the fequel. In the mean time he repair- 
ed to Wind!or, on the eve of his friend’s 
marriage, and underitood from God- 
frey that it was with the utmott diffi- 
culty he and Sophy could prevail upon 
his fifter to be prefent at the wedding, 
when fle was informed that her lover 
was invited ; and that her confent had 
not been obtained, until they had pro- 
mifed, on the part of Peregrine, that he 
fhould not renew the old topick, nor even 
fpeak to her in the ftyle of a former 
acquaintance. 

Our young gentleman was nettled at 
this preliminary, to which, however, he 
{aid he would adhere; and fo well did 
he think him(eif fortified with pride and 
refentment, that he refolved to behave 
towards her with fuch indifference, as 
would, he hyped, mortify her vanity, 
and thereby punifh her for the implaca- 
bility of her difpofition. Armed with 
thefe fentiments, he was next day in- 
troduced by Godfrey to the bride, who 
received him with her ufual fweetnefs 
of temper and affability; and Einilia 
being prefent, he faluted her with a dif. 
tant bow, which fhe acknowledged with 


a cold curtfey, and an afpect of ice. 


Though this deporfinent confirmed his 
difpieafure, her beauty undermined his 
refolution ; he thought her charms were 
infinitely improved fince their laft part- 
ing; and a thoufand fond images re- 
curring to his imagination, he felt his 
whole foul diffolving into tendernefs and 
love. 

In order to banifh thofe dangerous 
ideas, he endeavoured to erter into a 
gay converfation with Sophy, on the 
fubje&t of the approaching ceremony 3 
but his tongue periormed it’s office auk~ 
wardly; his eyes were attracted towards 
Emilia, as if they had been fubjeé to 
the power of faccination ; in {pite of ait 

is 
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his efforts, a deep figh efcaped from his 
bofom ; and his whole appearance indi- 
cated anxiety and confufion. 

_ The bridegroom perceiving his con- 
dition, abridged the vifit, and having 
conducted his companion to his own 
lodgings, expreffed his concern at hav- 
ing been the innocent occafion of his 
uneafinefs, by expofing him to the fight 
of Emilia, which he perceived had given 
him pain. Peregrine, who had by this 
time recollected the dictates of his pride, 
affured him, that he was very much 
miftaken in the caufe of his diforder, 
which was no other than a fudden 
qualm, to which he had been for fome 
time fubject; and to fhew him how 
philofophically he could bear the dif- 
dain of Emiha, which, with all defe- 
rence to her condué&t, he could not help 
thinking a little too fevere, he defired, 
as the bridegroom had made preparation 
for a private ball in the evening, that 
he would provide him with an agreeable 
partner ; in which cafe he would exhi- 


bit undoubted proofs of the tranquillity 


of.his heart. ¢ I was in hopes,’ an- 


fwered Godfrey, ‘ of being able, with. 


the affiltance of Sophy, to make up 
‘ matters between you and my fitter, 
‘ and for that reafon kept her unen- 
* gaged to any other gentleman for the 
‘ night; but fince fhe was fo peevithly 
‘ obitinate, I fhall take care to accom- 
‘ modate you with a very handfome 
* young lady, whofe partner will not 
© be forry to exchange her for Emilia.’ 

‘The thoughts of having an oppor- 
tunity to coquet with another woman, 
under the eye of this implacable mittrefs, 
fupported his fpirits during the cere- 
mony, which put Gauntlet in pofleffion 
of his heart’s defire ; and, by means of 
this cordial, he found himtelf fo un- 
difiurbed at dinner, though he fat op- 
pofite to his fair enemy, that he was 
able to pafs fome occafional jokes upon 
the new-married couple, with fome ap- 
pearance of mirth and gocd-humour. 
Nor did Emily any otherwife feem af- 
feéted by his prefence, than by except- 
ing him from the participation of thofe 
genial regards which fhe diftributed to 
the rett of the company. ‘This eafinefs 
of behaviour on her fide, reinforced his 
refolution, by giving him pretence to 
call her fenfibility in queftion; for he 
gould not conceive how any woman of 
acute feelings could fit unmoved, in 
prefence of a man with whom fhe had 
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fuch recent and intimate conneétion : 
not confidering that fhe had much more 
reafon to condemn his affeétation of un- 
concern, and that her external deport- 
ment might, like his own, be an effort 
of pride and refentment. 

This conteft, in point of diffimula- 
tion, continued till night, when the com- 
pany was paired for dancing, and Pe- 
regrine began the ball by walking a 
minuet with the bride; then he took 
out the young lady to whom he was re- 
commended by Gauntlet, being very 
well pleafed to fee that her perfon was 
fuch as might have infpired even Emily 
herfelf with jealoufy, though, at the 
fame time, he perceived his miftrefs cou- 
pled with a gay young officer, whom 
(with all due deference to his own qua- 
lifications) he confidered as no defpica- 
ble rival. However, he himfelf firft be- 
gan hoftilities, by becoming all of a fud- 
den particular with his partner, whom 
he forthwith affailed with flattering com -. 


_ pliments, that foon introduced the fub- 


ject of love, upon which he expatiated 
with great art and elocution, ufing not 
only the faculty of fpeech, but alfo the 
language of the eyes, in which he was 
a perfect connoiffeur. 

This behaviour foon manifefted itfelf 
to the whole affembly, the greateft part 
of whom believed that he was in good 
earneft captivated by the charms of his 
partner, while Emilia penetrating imto 
his defign, turned his own artillery up- 
on himfelf, by feeming to liften with 
pleafure to the addrefles of his rival, 
who was no novice in the art of making 
love: fhe even affe&ted uncommon viva- 
city, and giggled aloud at every whif- 
per which he conveyed into her ear, in- 
fomuch that fhe, in her turn, afforded 
fpeculation to the company, who ima- 
gined the young foldier had made a con- 
quett of the bridegroom’s fifter. 

Pickle himfelf began to cherifh the 
fame opinion, which gradually invaded 
his good-humour, and at length filled 
his bofom with rage. He ftrove to fup- 
prefs his indignation, and called every 
confideration of vanity and revenge to 
his aid; he endeavoured to wean his 
eyes from the fatal object that difturbed 
him, but they would not obey his di- 
rection and command ; he withed him- 
felf deprived of all fenfation, when he 
heard her laugh and faw her fmile upon 
the oficer; and, in the courfe of coun- 
try-dancing, when he was obliged to 

join 
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join handswith her, the touch thrilled 
through’ all his nerves, and kindled a 
‘flame within him which he could not 
contain. «In a word, his endeavours td 
conceal the fituation of his thoughts were 
fo violent, that his conftitution could 
not endure the fhocks the fweat ran 
down his forehead in a ftream, the co- 
‘our vanifhed from his cheeks, his knees 
began vto totter, and his eye-fight to 
fail: fo that he mutt have fallen at. his 
full length upon the floor, had not he 
retired very abruptly into another room, 
where he threw himfelf upon a couch 
and fainted. 
In this condition he was found by his 
- friend, who feeing him withdraw with 
« fuch fymptoms of diforder, followed him 
-‘thither ; and whem he recovered the ufe 
« of his faculties, preffed him to make ufe 
of a-bed-in. that: houfe, rather than ex- 
pofe: himfelf inthe night air, by going 
liome to hisiowndlodgings ; ‘but not be- 
ing able to prevail upon him to accept 
the offer, he wrapped him up ina cloak, 


~ and conducting him to the inn where hey 


lodged, helped him: to undrefs and go 
- to bed, where he was immediately feized 
with a violent fit of the ague. 
’ frey behaved. with great tenderneds, and 
would have actually bore him company 
all n‘ght, notwithitanding the circum- 
ftances of his own fituation, had not his 


friend infifted upon his returning to the ; 


company, and making his apology to 
' his partner for his fudden departure. 
This was a ftep abfolutely neceflary 
“towards maintaining the quiet of the af- 
fembly, which.he found in great con- 
fternation, occafioned by his abfence ; 
‘for fome of the ladies feeing the bride- 
' groom follow the ftranger in his retreat, 
the meaning of which they did not com- 
 prehend, began to be afraid of a quar- 
rel. ' Emilia, upon pretence of that fup- 
pofition, was fo.much alarmed, that fhe 
_ could not ftand, and was fain to have 
recourfe to a fmelling-bottle. 

The bride, who underftood the whole 
myftery, wasthe enly perfon that aéted 
with deliberation and compofure; fhe 
iniputed Emilia’s diforder to the right 
caufe, which was no other than concern 
for the condition of her lover, and af- 
fured the ladies there was nothing ex- 
traordinary in Mr. Pickle’s going off, 
he being , fubject. to fainting fits, by 

‘which he was often overtaken without 
any previous notéce. 


Gauntlet confirmed the truth of this de- 


God- : 
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claration; he made an apology to the 
company in the name of his friend, who, 
he ‘told them, was fuddenly taken, il}, 
and they returned to their diverfion of 


. dancing: with this variation, Emilia 


was fo difordered and fatigued, that fhe 
begged to be excufed from continuing 
the exercife; and Peregrine’s partner 
being difengaged, was paired with, the 
young officer, for whom fhe was_ ori- 


. ginally defigned. 


Meanwhile, the bride withdrew into . 
another apartment, .with her fifter, and 
expoftulated with her upon her cruelty 
to Mr. Pickle; afluring her, from God- 
frey’s information, that; he had under- 
gone a fevere fit on her account, which, 
in all likelihood, would have a dange- 
rous effect upon his conftitution. Though 
Emily was inflexible in her anfwers to 


‘the kind remonftrances of the gentle 


Sophy, her. heart was melting with the 
impreffions of pity and love; and find- 
ing herfelf unable to perform the -dyty 
of her function, in putting the bride to 
bed, fhe retired to her own chamber, 
and, in fecret, fympathized with the dif- 
temper of her lover. , ; 
In the morning, as early‘as decency 
would permit him to leave the arms cf,his 
dear wife, Captain Gauntlet madea yilit 
to Peregrine, who had pafied a very tedi- 
ous and uneafy-night, having bezn fub- 
je& to fhort intervals of delirium, during 
which Pipes had found it very difficult to 
Keep him faft belayed. He owned indeed 
to Godfrey, that his imagination had been 
haunted by the ideas of Emilia and,her 
officer, which tormented him to an un- 


» {peakable degree of anguifh and diftrac- 


tion; and that he would rather fuffer 
death than a repetition of fuch excru- 
ciating reflections. He was, however, 
comforted by his friend; who. affyred 


him, that his fifter’s inclinations weuld 


in time prevailover all, the endeavours 
of refentment and pride, illuftrating this 
affeveration by an account of the man- 
ner in which the was affeSted by, the 
knowledge of his diforder, and advifing 
hini to implore the mediation of Sophy, 
in a letter which the fhould communi- 
cate to Emilia. 

This was an opportunity which our 
hero thought too favourable to be neg- 
le&ted; calling for paper, he fat up in 
his bed, and in the firtt tranfports of his 
emotion, wrote the following petition to 
Godfrey's amiable wife. 
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© PEAR MADAM, F 

¢ HE affli&tion of a contrite heart 
‘can never appeal to your be- 


© nevolence in vain, and therefore I pre- 
« fume to approach you, in this feafon 


row, requefting that you will efpoufe 
the caufe of an unhappy lover, who 
‘mourns with unutterable anguifh over 
his ruined hope, and intercede: for 
my pardon with that divine creature, 
whom, in the intemperance and ex- 
cefs of paffion, I have fo mortally of- 
fended. Good Heaven! is my guilt 
inexpiable? Am I excluded from all 
hope of remiffion? Am I devoted to 
mifery and defpair? I have offered all 
the atonement which the moft perfect 
and fincere penitence could fuggelt, 


“pentance. 
“purfue me tothe grave, let her fignify 


bered with infamy and deteftation to 
all pofterity, if I hefitate one moment 


Emilia. Ah! Madam, while I thus 
pour forth the effufions of my grief 
and diftra&tion,: 1 look around the 


‘view, recals to my remembrance that 


fair, the good, the tender-hearted 
Sophy, became my advocate, though 
I was a ftranger to her acquaintance, 
and effected a tranfporting reconcilia- 


chanting beauty, that is now fo im- 
placably incenfed. If the is not fatif- 
fied with the pangs of remorfe and 
difappointment, the tranfports of 
madnefs I have undergone, let her 
prefcribe what farther penance - fhe 
thinks I ought toendure; and when 
I decline her fentence, let me be the 
object of her eternal difdain. 

‘I commit myfelf, dear Madam! 
dear Sophy! dear partner of my 
friend! to your kind interpofition. I 
know you will manage my caufe, as 
a concern on which my happinefs en- 
tirely depends; and I hope every thing 
from your compaflion and beneficence, 
while I fear every thing from her 
rigour and barbarity. Yes! I call it 
barbarity; a favagenefs of delicacy, 
gpescthe: inconiutent with the tender- 


le 
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of delight, with thg language of for- . 


« 
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and fhe rejeéts my humility and re- - 
If her refentment would , 


her pleafure; and may I be branded - 
with the name of villain, and remem- . 


in facrificing a life which is odious to’ 


apartment in which I lie, and every - 
well-known objeé& ‘that. falutes my’ 


fond, that happy day, on which thee 


tion between me and that fame in-’ 
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nefs of human nature: and may the 
moft abject contempt be my portion, 
if I live under it’s fcourge!——But I be- 
gin to rave. I conjure you by your 
own humanity and fweetnefs of dif- 
pofition, E conjure you by your love 
for the man whom Heaven hath de- 
creed your proteétor, to employ your 
influence with that angel of wrath, in 
behalf of your obliged and obedient 
fervant, 


¢ P. PICKLE.” 


This epiftle was immediately tranf- 
mitted by Godfrey to his wite, who 
perufed it with marks of the moft hu- 
mane fympathy; and carrying it into 
her fifter’s chamber, ¢ here 1s fome- 
‘ thing,’ faid fhe, prefenting the paper, 
‘ which I muft recommend to your feri- 
£ ous attention.” Emilia, who imme- 
diately guefied the meaning of this ad- 
drefs, abfolutely refufed to look upon 
it, or even to hear it read, till her bro- 
ther entering her apartment, reprimand- 


“ed her fharply for her obftinacy and 


pride, accufed her of folly and diffimu- 
lation, and entered fo warmly into the 
interefts of his friend, that fhe thought 
him unkind in his remonftrances, and 
burfting into a flood of tears, reproached 


him with partiality;and want of affec- 


tion. Godfrey, who entertained the 
moft perfect love and veneration for his 
filter, alked pardon for having given 
offence, and kiffing-the drops from her 
fair eyes, begged fhe would for his 
fake liften to the declaration of his 
friend. 

Thus folicited, fhe could not refufe 
to hear the letter; which when he had 
repeated, fhe lamented her own fate in 
being the occafion of fo much uneafi- 
nefs; defired her brother to affure Mr. 
Pickle that fhe was not a voluntary 
enemy to his peace; on the contrary, 
fhe wifhed him all happinefs, thoygh 
fhe hoped he would not blame her for 
confulting her own, in avoiding any 
future explanation or connection with a 

erfon whofe correfpondence fhe found 
herfelf under a neceffity to renounce. 

In vain did the new-married couple 
exhauft their eloquence in attempting to 
prove, that the reparation which our 
hero had offered was adequate to the in- 
jury fhe had fuftained; that in recon- 
ciling herfelf to a penitent lover, who 
fubfcribed to her own terms of fubmifs 
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fion, her honour would be acquitted by 
the moft ferupulous and fevere judges 
of decorum; and that her inflexibility 
would be juftly afcribed to the pride and 
infenfibility of her heart. She turned a 
deaf ear to all their arguments, exhorta- 
tions, and intreaties, and threatened to 
leave the houfe immediately, if they 
would not promife to drop that fubjeét 
of difcourfe. 

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the 
bad fuccefs of his endeavours, returned 
to his friend, and made as favourable a 
report of the affair as the nature of his 
converfation with Emilia would permit: 
but as he could not avoid mentioning 
her refolution in the clofe, Peregrine was 
obliged to drink again the bitter draught 
of difappointment, which put his paf- 
fions into fuch a ftate of agitation, as pro- 
duceda fhort extafy of defpair, in which he 
aéted a thoufand extravagancies. This 
paroxyfm, however, foon fubfided into 
a fettled referve of gloomy refentment, 
which he in fecret indulged, detaching 
himfelf as foon as poffible from the com- 
pany of the foldier, on pretence of re- 
tiring to reft. 

While he lay ruminating upon the 
circamftances of his prefent fituation, 
his friend Pipes, who knew the caufe of 
his anxiety, and firmly believed that 
Emilia loved his mafter in her heart, 
howfoever the might attempt to difguife 
her fentiments; I fay, ‘Thomas was 
taken with a conceit which he thought 
would fet every thing to rights, and 
therefore put it in execution without 
farther delay. Laying afide his hat, he 
ran direétly to the houfe of Sophy’s fa- 
ther, and affecting an air of furprize and 
contternation, to which he had never 
before been fubjeG, thundered at the 
door with fuch an alarming knock, as 
in a moment brought the whole family 
into the hall. When he was admitted, 
he began to gape, ftare, and pant, at the 
fame time, and made no reply, when 
Godfrey afked what was the matter, till 
Mrs. Gauntlet exprefled her apprehen- 
fions about his mafter. When Pickle’s 
name was mentioned, he fcemed to 
make an effort to fpeak, and in a bel- 
lowing tone pronounced, ‘ Brought him- 
‘ felf up, {plit my top-fails!’ So fay- 
jng, he pointed to his own neck, and 
rofe upon his tiptoes, by way of explain- 
ing the meaning of his words. - 

Godfrey, without ftaying to afk an- 
ether quettion, rufhed out, and flew to- 
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wards the inn, with the utmoft horror 
and concern; while Sophy, who did not 
rightly underftand the language of the’ 
meflenger, addreffing herfelf to him a 
fecond time, faid with great earneftnefs 
‘ I hope no accident has Happened: to 
‘ Mr. Pickle!"—* No accident at alf,”. 
replied Tom; ¢ he has only hanged 
* himfelf for love.” Thefe words had 
fcarce proceeded from his mouth, when 
Emilia, who ftood liftening at the pat! 
lour door, fhrieked aloud, and dropped 
down fenfelefs upon the floor; while 
her fifter, who was almoft equally thock- 
ed at the intelligence, had recourfe to 
the affiftance of her maid, by whom ‘fhe 
was fupported from falling. py 
Pipes hearing Emily’s voice, congra- 
tulated limfelf upon the fuccefs of his 
ftratagem. He fprung to her affiltance, 
and lifting her up into an eafy-chair, 
ftood by her, until he faw her recover 
from her fwoon, and heard her call up- 
on his mafter’s name with all the frenz 
of defpairing love. Then he bent his 
courfe back to the inn, overjoyed at the 
opportunity of telling Peregrine what a 
confeffion he had extorted trom his mif- 
trefs, and extremely vain of this proof’ 
of his own fagacity. +a 
In the mean time, Godfrey arriving at 
the houfe in which he fuppofed this fatal 
cataftrophe had happened, ran up ftairs 
to Peregrine’s chamber, without ftaying 
to make any enquiry below; and find- 
ing the door locked, burit it open with 
one ftroke of his foot. But what was 
his amazement, when, upon entrance, 
our hero ftarting up from the bed, faluted 
him with a boifterous exclamation of 
§ Le ds! who’s there?’ He was ftruck 
dumb with aftonifhment, which alfo ri- 
vetted him to the place where he ftood, 
{carce crediting the teftimony of his own 
fenfes; till Peregrine, with an air of dif- 
content, which denoted him difpleafed 
with his intrufion, difpelled his appre- 
henfion by a fecond addrefs, faying, 
‘ I fee you confider me as a friend, by 
‘ your ufing me without ceremony.” * 
The foldier, thus convinced of the 
falfhood of the information he had re- 
ceived, began to imagine that Pickle 
had projected the plan which was exe- 
cuted by his fervant; and looking upon 
it as.a piece of unjuftifiable finefle, which 
might be attended with very melancholy 
confequences. to his fifter or wite, he 
anfwered, in a fupercilious tone, that 
Mr, Pickle muft blame himfelf for the. 
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interruption of his repofe, which was 
entirely owing to the forry jeft he had 
fet on. foot. 

Pickle, who was the child of paffion, 
and more than half mad with impatience 
before this vifit, hearing himfelf treated 
in fuch a cavalier manner, advanced 
clofe up to Godfrey’s breaft, and affum- 
ing a ftern, or rather frantick counte- 
nance, * Hark ye, Sir!’ faid he; § you 
«are miftaken if you think I jeft; I am 
¢ in’ downright earrieft, I affure you.’ 
Gauntlet, who was not a man to be 
brow-beaten, feeing himfelf thus beard- 
ed. by a perfon of whofe condué he had, 
: hé thought,: reafon to complain, put on’ 
his, military look of defiance, and erect- 
ing’ his cheft, replied with an exalted 
voice, ¢ Mir. Picklé, whether you was in 
§ jeft or earneft, you muft give me leave 
é to tell you, that the f{cheme was child- 
¢ ifh, unfeafonable, and unkind, not to 
é give it'an harfher term.’—* Death, Sir!” 
cried our adventurer, * you trifle with 
‘ my difquiet: if there is any meaning 
in your infinuation, explain yourfelf, 
_and then I fhall know what anfwer it 
« will befit me to give.”—* I came with 
é“very different fentiments,” refumed the 
foldier; ‘ but fince you urge’ me to ex- 
‘ poftulation, and behave with fuch un- 
* provoked loftinefs of difpleafure, I 
é will, without circumlocution, tax you 
‘ with having committed an outrage 
é 
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; upon thepeace of my family, in fend- 
“ing your fellow to alarm us with fuch 
an abrupt account of your having done 
‘violence upon yourfelf.” Peregrine, 
confounded at this imputation, ttood 
filent, with a moft favage afpect of fur- 
prize, eager to know the circumftance to 
which his accufer alluded, and incenfed 
to find it beyond the fphere of his com- 
rehenfion. 

-While thefe two irritated friends ftood 
fronting each other with mutual indig- 
nation in their eyes and attitudes, they 
were joined by Pipes ; who, without tak- 
ing the leaft notice of the fituation in 
which he found them, told his matter, 
that he might up with the top-gallant 
mafts of his heart, and out with his re- 
joicing pendants; for as to Miftrefs 
Emily, he had clapped her helm a- wea- 
“ther, the veffel wore, and now fhe was 
upon the other tack, ftanding night into 
the harbour of his good-will. 

Peregrine, who was not yet a con- 
noiffeur in the terms of his lacquey, 
cctimanded him upon pain of his dif- 
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pleafure to be more explicit invhis in- 
telligence; and by dint of divers quef= 
tions, obtained a perfect knowledge of 
the {cheme which he had ‘put in execu- 
tion for his fervice. This information 
perplexed ‘him not a little; he would 
have chaftifed his fervant upon the fpot 
for his temerity, had he not plainly per= 
ceived that the fellow’s intention was 
to promote his eafe and fatisfaction:. 
and on the other hand he knew not how 
to acquit himfelf of the fufpicion which 
he faw Godfrey entertain of his being 
the projector of the plan, without! con- 
defcending to an explanation, which his 
prefent difpofition could’ not brook. 
After fome paufe,' however, turning’to 
Pipes with ‘a fevere frown, * Rafcal!* 
faid he, ¢ this is the fecond time I have 
‘ fuffered in the opinion of! that’ lady 
‘ by your ignorance and prefumption; 
if ever you intermiddle in my affairs 
for the future, without exprefs order 
and direction, by all that’s facred, I 
will put you to death without mercy! 
Away! and let my horfe be faddled 
this inftant.’ 
Pipes having withdrawn, in order to 
perform this piece of duty, our young 
gentleman, addreffing himfelf again to 
the foldier, and laying his hand upon 
his breaft, faid, with a folemnity"of re- 
gard, ¢ Captain Gauntlet, upon my ho- 
‘ nour, Iam altogether innocent of that 
fhallow device which you impute’ to 
my invention; and I don’t'think you do 
juftice either to my intelle&ts or honour, 
in fuppofing me capable of fuch info- 
lent abfurdity. As for your fifter, I 
have once in my life affronted her in 
the madnefs and impetuofity of defire; 
but I have made fuch acknowledg- 
ments, and offered fuch atonement, 
as few women of her fphere would 
have refufed; and, before God! Iam 
determined to endure every torment of 
difappointment and defpair, rather than 
profirate myfelf again to the cruelty 
of her unjuftifiable pride.” So fay- 
ing, he ftalked fuddenly down ftairs, 
and took horfe immediately, his {pirits 
being {upported by refentment, which 
prompted him to vow within himfelf, 
that he would feek confolation for the 
difdain of Emilia, in the pofleffion of 
the firft willing wench he fhould meet 
upon the road. ~— nel 
While he fet out for the garrifon with 
thefe fentiments, Gauntlet m a fufpenfe, 
between anger, fhame, and concern, re- 
turned 
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turned to the houfe of his father-in-law,, 


where: he found his. fitter ftill violently 


agitated from the news of Peregrine’s, 


death, the myftery of which he forth- 


with unravelled,, recounting at the fame. 
time the particulars of the converfation: 


which happéhed at the inn, and de- 


{cribing the demeanour. of Pickle with- 


fome expreffions of afperity, which were 
neither agreeable to. Emilia, nor ap- 
proved by the gentle Sophy, who ten- 
derly chid him,, for allowing Peregrine 
to depart in terms of mifunderitanding. 


CHAP. II. 


PEREGRINE. SETS OUT FOR THE 
GARRISON, AND MEETS WITH A 
NYMPH ON THE ROAD, WHOM 
HE. TAKES INTO KEEPING, AND 
METAMORPHOSES “INTO A FINE 
LADY. 

N the meanstimey our hero jogged 

along in a_profound reverie, which 

was difturbed by a beggar-woman.and 
her daughter; who folicited him for 
alms, as he paffed: them on the road. 
The girl was about the age of fixteen, 
and notwithftanding the wretched equi-: 
page in which fhe appeared, exhibited to 
his view a fet of agreeable features, en- 
liveiied with the complexion of health 
and chearfulnefs. ‘The refolution. I 
have already mentioned was {till warm 
in his imagination; and he looked upon 
this-young mendicant as a very proper 
object for, the performance of his vow. 
He» therefore entered into a conference 
withthe mother, and’for a finall fum of 
money purchafed her property in the 
wench, who did not require much court- 
fhip and entreaty, befcre fhe confented 
to accompany him to any place that he 
fhould appoint for her habitation. 

This contract being fettled ta his fa- 
tisfagtion, he ordered Pipes to feat his 
acquifition behind him upon. the crup- 
pers and. alighting at the firft publick- 
noufe which they found upon the road, 
he wrote a letter to Hatchway, defiring. 
him to receive this hedge-inamorata, and 
direct her to be. cleaned and cloathed 
ina decent manner with ali expedition, 
fo that fhe fhould be touchable upon his 
arrival, which (on that account) he 
would defer for the fpace of one day. 
This billet, together with the girl, he 
committed to the charge of Pipes, after 
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having laid frong-injunétions upon him: 
to abftain from. all attempts upon her. 
chaitity, and ordered-him to make. the: 
beit of his way to the garrifon, while he 
himfelf croffed the country to a market-. 
town, where he propofed to fpend the: 
night. 

Tom thus cautioned, proceeded witle: 
his charge,, and being naturally taci- 
turn, opened not his lips until he had. 
performed the beft half of his journey. 
But Thomas, notwithftanding his irony, 
appearance, was in-reality compofed of. 
fiefh and bleod. His defire being titil~ 
lated by the conta&t.of a buxom wench, 
whofe right-arm embraced his middleas 
he rode, his thoughts.began to mutiny, 
againft his mafter, and he found it al~ 
moft impoflible to withftand the tempta- 
tion of making love. 

Neverthelefs, he wreftled with thefe 
rebellious fuggeftions with all, the rea- 
fon. that Heaven had enabled him to 
exert; and that being totally overcome, 
his victorious. paffion fuddenly broke 
out in this addrefs. < ’Sblood! a be-. 
* lieve mafter think Lhave no more ftuff. 
‘ in my body than.a dried haddock, to 
* turn me, adrift in the dark. with fuch 
‘ afpanker. D/’ye think he don’t, my. 
‘ dear?? To this queftion. his. fellow- 
traveller replied, ‘ Swanker anan!” And; 
the lover refumed his;fuit, faying, ‘ Oons! 
‘ how you tickle my timber! Some- 
thing fhoots from your arm through. 
my ftbwage, to the very keel-ftone. 
Han’t you got quickfilver in. your 
hand?’—¢ Quickfilver!’ faid the lady, 
D-——n the filver that has croffed my- 
hand this month. Dye think if I 
had filver, I, fhouldn’t buy me a: 
{mock ?’—* Adfocks! you baggage,“ 
cried the Jover, ¢ you fhouldn’t want a 
‘ {mock, nor a petticoat neither, if you. 
‘ could have a’ kindnefs for a true- 
hearted failor, as found and ftrong as, 
a nine-inch cable, that would keep 
all clear above-board, and every thin 
fnug under the hatches.‘ Curfe 
your gum,” faid thecharmer, ‘ what's 
your gay balls and your hatchets to 
me??—§ Do but let us bring to a 
‘ little,” anfwered the woer, whofe ap- 
petite was by this time whetted toa molt 
ravenous degree, ¢ and I'll teach you to 
‘ box the compafs, my dear, Ah! yow 
‘ flrapper, what a jelly bitch you are!’ 
—‘ Bitch! exclaimed this modern dul- 
cinea, incenfed at the opprobrious term 5 
* fuch a bitch as your mother, yon 

ei 7 € ea 


nA nA A AR KR OR Oe CU 


,  :  : a .  . oT | 


334 


* D—n you, I’ve a good mind to box 
© your jaws inftead of your come-pifs. 
«Tl let you know as how I am meat 
‘-for your mafter, you faucy black- 
€ guard. You are worfe than a dog, 
« you old flinty faced, flea-bitten {crub: 
¢ a dog wears his own coat, but you 
«© wear your matter’s.” 

- Such a torrent of difgraceful epithets 
from a perfon who had no cloaths at 
all, converted the gallant’s love into 
choler, aud he threatened to difmount 
and feize her to a tree, when fhe fhould 
have a tafte of his cat and nine tails 
athwart her quaiters; but, inftead of 
being intimidated by his menaces, fhe 
fet him at defiance, and held forth with 
fuch a flow of eloquence, as would have 
intitled her to a confiderable fhare of 
reputation, even among the nymphs of 
Billingfgate; for this young lady, over 
and above a natural genius for alterca- 
tion, had her talents cultivated among 
the venerable fociety of weeders, pod- 
ders, and hoppers, with whom fhe had 
affociated from her tender years. No 
wonder then, that fhe foon obtained a 
compleat victory over Pipes, who (as 
the reader may have obferved)} was very 
little addigted to the exercife of fpeech: 
indeed he was utterly difconcerted by her 
volubility of tongue; and being alto- 
gether unfurnifhed with anfwers to the 
diftinét periods of her difcourfe, very 
wifely chofe to fave himfelf the expence 
of breath and argument, by giving her 
a full fwing of cable, fo that fhe might 
bring herfelf up; while he rode on- 
wards, in filent compofure, without tak- 
ing any more notice of his fair fellow- 
traveller than if fhe had been his mafter’s 
cloak-bag. 

In fpite of all the difpatch he could 
make, it was late before he arrived at 
the garrifon, where he delivered the 
letter and the lady to the lieutenant, who 
no fooner underftood the intention of 
his friend, than he ordered all the tubs 
mn the houfe to be carried into the hall 
and filled with water. ‘Tom having 
provided himfelf with fwabs and brufhes, 
divefted the fair ftranger of her varie- 
gated drapery, which was immediately 
committed to the flames, and performed 
upon her foft and fleek perfon the cere- 
mony of f{crubbing, as it is praétifed 
on board of the king’s fhips of war. 
Yet the nymph herfelf did not fubmit 
to this purification without repining; 
ihe curfed the director, who was upon 
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the {pot, with many abufive allufions te 
his wooden leg; and as for Pipes, the’ 
operator, fhe employed her talons fo ef- 
feétually upon his face, that the blood 
ran over his nofe in fundry ftreams ; 
and next morning, when thofe rivulets 
were dry, his countenance refembled-the 
rough bark of a plum tree, plaftered 
with gum. Neverthelefs, he did his duty 
with great perfeverance; cut off her hair 
clofe to the fcalp; handled his brufhes 
with dexterity; applied his fwabs of dif- 
ferent magnitude and texture, as the 
cafe required; and laftly, rinfed the whole 
body with a dozen pails of cold water, 
difcharged upon her head. 

Thefe ablutions being executed, he 
dried her with towels, accommodated 
her with a clean fhift, and a€ting the 
part of a valet de chambre, cloathed her 
from head to foot in clean and decent 
apparel, which had belonged to Mrs. 
Hatchway ; by which means her appear- 
ance was altered fo much for the bet- 
ter, that when Peregrine arrived next 
day, he could fcarce believe his own 
eyes. He was, for that reafon, extreme- 
ly well pleafed with his purchafe, and 
now refolved to indulge a whim which 
feized him at the very inftant of his ar- 
rival. 

He had (4s I believe the reader will 
readily allow) made confiderable pro- 
grefs in the ftudy of charaéter, from 
the higheft rank to the moft humble 
ftation of life, and found it diverfified 
in the fame manner, through every de- 
gree of fubordination and precedency : 
nay, he moreover obferved, that the con- 
verfation of thofe who are dignified with 
the appellation of polite company, is 
neither more edifying nor entertaining 
than that which is met with among the 
lower claffes of mankind ; and that the 
only effential difference in point of de- 
meanour is the form of an education, 
which the meaneft capacity can acquire 
without much ftudy or application. Pof- 
feffled of this notion, he determined to 
take the young mendicant under his own 
tutorage and inftruétion; inconfequence 
of which he hoped he fhould, in a few 
weeks, be able to produce her in com- 
pany, as an accomplithed young lady 
of uncommon wit, and an excellent un- 
derftanding. 

This extravagant plan he forthwith 
began to execute with great eagernefs 
and induftry ; and his endeavours fuc- 
ceeded eyen beyond his — 
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The obftacle, in furmounting of which 

he found the greateft difficulty, was an 
inveterate habit of {fwearing, which had 
been indulged. from her infancy, and 
confirmed by the example of thofe a- 
mong whom fhe hadlived. However, 
fhe had the rudiments of good-fenfe 
from nature, which taught her to liften 
to wholefome advice, and was fo docile 
as to comprehend and retain the leflons 
which her governor recommended to her 
attention ; infomuch, that he ventured 
in a few days to prefent her at table, 
among a fetof country {quires, to whom 
fhe was introduced as niece to the lieu- 
tenant. In that capacity, fhe fat with 
becoming ¢afinefs of mien, (for fhe was 
as void of the mauvaife bonte as any du- 
chefs in the land) bowed very gracioufly 
to the compliments of the gentlemen; 
and though fhe faid little or nothing, 
becaufe fhe was previoufly cautioned on 
that fcore, fhe more than once gave way 
to laughter, and her mirth happened to 
be pretty well timed. In a word, the 
attraéted the applaufe and admiration of 
the guefts; who, after fhe was with- 
drawn, complimented Mr. Hatchway 
upon the beauty, breeding, and good- 
humour of his kinfwoman. 

But what contributed more than any 
other circumftance to her fpeedy im- 
provement, was fome {mall infight into 
the Primer, which fhe had acquired ata 
day-{chool, during the life of her fa- 
ther, who was a day-labourer in the 
country. Upon this foundation did Pe- 
regrine build a moft elegant fuperftruc- 
ture; heculled out choice fentences from 
Shakefpeare, Otway, and Pope, and 
taught her to repeat them with an em- 
phafis and theatrical cadence: he then 
inftruéted her in the names and epithets 
of the mott celebrated players, which he 
dire€ted her to pronounce occalionally, 
with an air of carelefs familiarity; and 
perceiving that her voice was naturally 
clear, he enriched it with remnants of 
opera-tunes, to be hummed during a 
paufe in converfation, which is general - 
ly fupplied with the circulation of a 
pinch of {nuff. By means of this cul- 
tivation, fhe became a wonderful pro- 
ficient in the polite graces of the age; 
fhe, with great facility, comprehended 
the {cheme of whif, though cribbage 
was her favourite game, with which the 
had amuied herfelf in her vacant hours, 
from her firft entrance into the profef- 
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fion of hopping; and brag. foon grew 


familiar to her praétice and conception. 
Thus prepared, fhe was expofed to 
the company of her own fex, being firft 


‘ of all vifited by-the parfon’s daughter, 


who could not avoid fhewing that civi- 
lity to Mr. Hatchway’s niece, after the 
had made her publick appearance at 
church. Mrs. Clover, who had a great 
fhare of penetration, could not help en- 
tertaining fome doubts about this fame 
relation, whofe name fhe had never 
heard the uncle mention, during the 
whole term of her refidence at the gar- 
rifon: but as the young lady was treat 
ed in that character, fle would not refufe 


_ her acquaintance, and after having feen 


her at the caftle, actually invited Mifs 
Hatchway to her houfe. In fhort, fhe 
made a progre{s through almoft all the 
families in the neighbourhood, and, by 
dint of her quotations, (which, by the 
bye, were not always judicioufly ufed) 
fhe paffed for a fprightly young lady, 
of uncommon learning and tatfte. 
Peregrine having, in this manner, 
initiated her in the beau monde of the 
country, conducted her to London, 
where fhe was provided with private 
lodgings and a female attendant; and 
put her immediately under the tuition of 
his valet de chambre, who had orders 
to inftruét her in dancing and the French 
language. He attended her to plays and 
concerts three or four times a week; and 
when our hero thought her fufficiently 
accuftomed to the fight of great compa- 
ny, he fquired her in perfon to a pub- 
lick affembly, and danced with her 
among all the gay ladies of fafhion : 
not but that there was ftill an evident 
air of rufticity and aukwardnefs in her 
demeanour, which was interpreted into 
an agreeable wildnefs of fpirit, fupe- 
rior to the forms of common breeding. 
He afterwards found means to make her 
acquainted with fome diftinguifhed pat- 
terns of her own fex, by whom fhe was 
admitted into the mo(t elegant parties, 
and continued to make good her pre- 
tenfions to gentility with great circum- 
fpection. But, one evening, being at 
cards with a certain lady, whom fhe de- 
tected in the very fact of unfair convey- 
ance, fhe taxed her roundly with the 
fraud, and brought upon herfelf fuch a 
torrent of farcattick reproof, as overbore 
all her maxims of caution, and burft 
open the flood-gates of her own natural 
repartee, 
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repartee, twanged off with the appella- 
tion of b and w: » which fhe re- 
peated with great vehemence, in an at- 
titude of manual defiance, to the terror 
of her antagonift, and the aftonifliment 
#fallprefent: nay, tofuch an unguard- 
ed pitch was fhe provoked, that ftarting 
up, the fnapped her fingers, in teftimo- 
ny of difdain ;* and,~as fhe quitted the 


“yoom, applied her band to that part 


“as underftanding,’ in’ palming 


which was the laft of her that ditappear- 
ed, “iniviting the company to kifs it, by 
one of it’s coarfeft denominations. 
Peregrine was a little difconcerted at 
this overfight in her behaviour; which, 
by the demon of ‘imtelligence, was ma 
moment conveyed te all the private com- 
panies’ in town: fo that the was’ abfo- 
Jutely excluded from ull polite commu- 
nication ; and Peregrine, for the prefent, 
difgracéd amiong the modeft part of his 
ferhale acquaintance, many ot whom not 
only forbade him ‘their houfes, on ac- 
count of the impudent“infult he had 
committed upon 'théir hetlour 
a com- 
mon trull upon ‘thé, as a young lady 
of birth and educations but allo afpert- 
ed his family, by affiiniing that fhe was 
acthally his’ own confinizeerman, ‘whom 


he had precipitately raifed from the molt * 


abject ftate of humility and cerntempt. 
In réverige for this calumny, our youns 
gentleman explained the whole myttery 
of ‘her promotion, tovether with the mo- 
tives that induced’ hin to bring her into 
the fafhionable world; and” repeated 
among his companions the extravagant 
éncomiums which had been’ beftowed 
upon her by the moft difcerning matrons 
of the age. ; 
Meanwhile, the infanta herfelf being 
rebuked bv her benefa€tor for this in- 
ftance of mifbehaviour, promifed faith- 
fully to keep a ftri€ter suard for the fu- 
ture over her conduét, and applied her- 


felf with great affiduity to the fadies, 


In Which fhe was 4ffifted by the Swifs, 
who gradually loit the freedom ef his 
heart, while fhe was profiting by his 
inftruction. “In other words, the made 
a conqueft of her preceptor, who yicld- 


‘ing to the inftigations of the fief, chote 


a ‘proper opportunity to declare his paf-' 


fion, which was powerfully recommend- 
ed by his perfonal qualifications ; and 
his ‘intention being honourable, fhe 
liftened to his propofals of efpoufing her 
in private. In confequence of this a- 
greement, they made an elopemient to- 


as well. 
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‘gether ; and being buckled at the’ Fleet, 
-confiummated their nuptials in private 
‘lodgings'by the Seven Dials, from which 
the hufband next ‘morning fent a letter 
‘to-our hero, begging’ forgivenefy for the 
clandeftine ftep he had taken, which he 
folemnly protefted was not owing toany 
‘abatement in his inviolable regard for 


“his matter, whom he fhould -always 
‘honour and eftcem to his Jateft breath, 


but entirely to the irrefiftible charms of 
the young lady, to whom-he was now 


«fo happy as to be joimed in the filken 
‘bonds of marriage. 


Peregrine, though at firft offended at 
his valet’s prefumption, was, upon fe- 
cond thoughts, reconciled to the event, 
by which he was deliveréd from an in- 


.cumbrance; {for by this time hevhad 
« performed his frolick, and begun to be 


tired of his acquifition. He retlected’on 


' the ‘former fidelity of the Swifs, which 
~ had been manifefted in a long courfe of 
‘ fervice and attachment; and thinking it 


‘would be cruelly fevere to abandon him 
to poverty and diftrefs for one venial 
trefpafs, he refolved to patdon what he 
had done, and enable hinvin’ fome thape 


“'to provide-tor the family whieh he-had 


entailed upon himfelf. 

With thefe fentiments, he fent a fa- 
vourabie anfwer'to the delinquent, de- 
fring to fee him as foon as his-paffion 
fhould permit ‘him to leave the arms-of 
his fpeufe for an hour or two; and 
Fladgi, in obedience to this intimation, 
‘repaired immediately to the lodgings of 
his mafter, before whom he appeared 
with a moft penitential afpeét. Pere- 
erme, though he could fcarce help laugh - 
ing at his rueful length of face, repri- 
manded him -fharply for his difrefpeét 
and ingratitude, in taking that by ftealth 
which he might have had for afking. 
The culprit aflured him, that next to 
the vengeance of God, his mafter’s dif- 
pleafure was that which, of all evils, 
he dreaded to incur ; but that love had 
dittraGted his brain in fuch a manner, 
as to bamfh every other confideration ‘but 
that of gratifymg his defire; and he 
owned, that he fhould not have been 
able to preferve his fidelity andduty to 
his own father, had they interfered with 
the intereft of his pafion. He then ap- 
pealed to his mafter’s own heart for the 
remiffion of his guilt, alluding to cer- 
tain circumftances of our hero’s con- 
du&, which evinced the defperate ef- 
fe&e cf love, In fhort, he made fuch 
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fin apclogy, as extorted a fmile from his 
oftended judge, who not only forgave 
his tranfgreffion, but alfo promifed to 
put him in fome fair way of earning a 
comfortable fubfiftence.. 

The Swifs was fo much affe&ted with 
this inftance of generofity, that he fell 
upon his knees, and kifled his hand, 
praying to Heaven with great fervour 
to make him worthy of fuch goodnefs 
and condefcenfion. His {cheme, he faid, 
was to open a coffee-houfe and tavern 
in fome creditable part of the town, in 
hopes of being favoured with the cuftom 
ef a numerous acquaintance he had 
made among upper fervants and reputa- 
ble tradefmen, not doubting that his 
wife would be an ornament to his bar, 
and a careful manager of his affairs. 
Peregrine approved of the plan, towards 
the execution of which he made him 


and his wife a prefent of five hundred » 


pounds, together with the promife of 
erecting a weekly club among his friends, 
for the reputation and advantage of the 
houfe. 

Hadgi was fo tranfported with his 
good fortune, that he ran to Pipes, who 
was in the room, and having hugged 
him with great cordiality, and made 
his obedience to his matter, hied him 
home to his bride, to communicate his 
happinefs, cutting capers, and talking to 
himielf all the way. 


CHAP. II. . 

HE IS VISITED BY PALLET; CON- 
TRACTS AN INTIMACY WITH A 
NEW MARKET NOBLEMAN; ANDIS 
RY THE KNOWING ONES TANEN 
IN. 

HIS affair being fettled, and our 
adventurer, for the prefent, free 
of all female connections, he returned 
to his former courfe of faft living among 
the bucks of the town, and performed 
innumerable exploits among whores, 
bullies, rooks, conitables, and juttices 
of the peace. 

In the midit of thefe occupations, he 
was one metning vifited by his old fel- 
low-traveller Pallet, whole appearance 
gave him equal furprize and concern. 
‘Though the weather was fevere, he was 
cloathed in the thin fummer-drefs which 
he had wore at Paris, and was now net 
enly thread-bare, but in fome parts ac- 
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tually patched; . his ftockings, by a_re- 
petition of that praétice known among 
ceconomifts: bythe terms of coaxing, 
hung like pudding-bags about his ankles; 
his fhirt, though new washed, was of 
the {aftron: hues: and -in- divers» places 
appeared through the crannies of his 
breeches; he had exchanged his own 
hair fora fmoke - dried . tye-periwig; 
which all the flour in his .dredging-box 
had not been able to whiten ; his eyes: 
were funk; his jaws lengthened beyond 
their ufual extenfion; and he feemed 
twenty years older than he looked when 
he and our hero‘parted at Rotterdam. * 

In fpite of all thefe.evidences of de- 
cay, he accofted him with a meagre af- 
fectation of content and good-humour3 
ftrugeled piteoufly to appear gay .and 
unconcerned; profeffed his joy at feeing 
him in England; excufed himéelf for 
having delayed fo long: to come and pre~ 
fent his refpects; alledging, that fince 
his return he had been-a mere flave to 
the fatisfaction of fome perfons ef qua- 
lity and tafte, who had infifted upon his 
finifhing fome pieces with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. 

Peregrine received him with that com- 


.paffion and complaifance which was na- 


tural to his difpofition ; enquired about 
the health of Mrs. Pallet and. his fa- 
mily, and afked if his friend the degtor 
was in town. ‘The painter feemed to 
have refumed his refentment againf that 


_ gentleman, of whom he {poke in con- 


temptuous terms. ‘ The doétor,’ faid 


-he, §is fo much overfhadowed with 


* prefumption and felf-conceit, that his 
merit has no relief. It does not rife. 
There is no keeping in the piéture, 
my dear Sir. All the fame as if I 
were to reprefent the moon under’a 
cloud; there will be nothing but a 
deep mafs of fhade, with a little ay 

a 


would only ferve to make, as it were, 

the darknef$ vifible: you underftand 

mie. Had he taken my advice, it 

might have been better for him; but 

heis bigotted to his own opinion. You 
“muft know, Mr. Pickle, upon our 
¢ returnto England, I counfelled him to 
‘ compofe a little, dmart, clever ode, 
‘upon my Cleopatra. As Gad fhall 
‘ judge me, I thought it would have 
‘ heen of fome fervice in helping him 
‘ out of obfcurity ; tor you know, as 
‘ Sir Richard obferves, 
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* Soon will that die, which adds thy fame 
“ to mine: ; 2 

© Let me then live, join'd to a work of 
‘thine, © > «© 


n> 


By the bye, there is a moft piétu- 
refque contraft in thefe lines, of thy 
and me, living and dying; and thine 
and sine. Ah! apize upon it! Dick, 
after all, was the man. Ecod! he 
rounded it off. But, to return to this 
unhappy young man, would you be- 
lieve it, he toffed up his nofe at my 
friendly propofal, and gabbled fome- 
thing in Greek, which is not worth 
repeating. The cafe was this, my 
dear Sir; he was out of humour at 
the neglect of the world. He thought 
the poets of the age were jealous of 
¢ his genius, and ftrove to crufh it ac- 
* cordingly, while the reft of mankind 
* wanted tafte fufficient to difcern it. 
© For my own part, I profefs myfelf 
£ one of thefe;:and asthe Clown in 
« Billy Shakefpeare fays, of the cour- 
€ tier’s oath, had I fworn by the doc- 
© tor’s genius, that the pancakes were 
< nought, they might have been for all 
© thdt very good, yet fhouldn’t I have 
© been forfworn ? Let that be as it will, 
< he retired -fromi town in great dud- 
* geon, and fet up his reft near a hill in 
* Derbyfhire, with two tops, refem- 
* bling Parnaffus, and a well at the 
© bottom, which he had chriftened Hyp- 
«o-the-Green. Egad! if he ftays in 
* that habitation, “tis my opinion he'll 
* feon grow green with the hip indeed. 
« He'll be glad of an opportunity to 
© return to the flefh-pots of Egypt, and 
‘ pay his court to the flighted Queen 
“ Cleopatra. Hal well remembered | 
‘ by this light you fhall know, my 
“good Sir, that this fame Egyptian 
© princefs has been courted by fo many 
‘ gallants of tafte, that, as I hope to live, 
* I found myfelf in fome fort of dilem- 
“ ma, becaufe in parting with her to 
« one, I fhould have difobliged all his 
* rivals. Now, a man would not chufe 
© to give offence to his friends ; at leaft, 
«I lay it down as a maxim, to avoid 
-* the fmalleft appearance of ingratitude. 
* Perhaps I may be in the wrong: but 
© every-man-has his way. Fer this rea- 
“ fon, I propofed to all the candidates, 
* that a lottery or raffle fhould be fet 
© on: foot, by which every individual 
* would have an equal chance for her 
* good graces, and the prize be left to 
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© the decifion of Fortune. The fcheme 
© was mightily relifhed; and the terms 
‘ being fuch a trifle as half a guinea, 
‘ the whole town crouded into my 
* houfe, in order-to fubfcribe. But 
‘ there I was their, humble fervant. 
«© Gentlemen, you muft have a little 
<€ patience tillmy own particular friends 
‘s are ferved.”” Among that number, 
¢ I do myfelf the honour to confider 
‘ Mr. Pickle. Here is a copy of the 
* propofals; and if the lift fhould be 
‘ adorned with his name, I hope, not- 
¢ withftanding his merited fuccefs a- 
‘ mong the young ladies, he will for 
“ once be fhunned by that little vixen 
¢ called Mifs Fortune. He! he! he! 
« Gofaying, he bowed with a thoufand 
apifh congees, and prefented his paper to 
Peregrine; who feeing the number of 
fub{cribers was limited to one hundred, 
faid he thought him too moderate in his 
expectations, as he did not doubt that 
his piéture would be a cheap purchafe 
at five hundred, inftead of fifty pounds, 
at which the price was fixed. To this 
unexpeéted remark Pallet anfwered, that 
among the connoiffeurs he would not 
pretend to appraife his picture; but that, 
in valuing his works, he was obliged 
to have an eye to the Gothick ignorance 
of the age in which he lived. - 

Our adventurer faw at once into-the 
nature of this raffle, which was no other 
than a begging thift to difpofe of a pal- 
try piece, that he could not otherwife 
have fold for twenty fhillings. How- 
ever, far from fhocking the poor man 
in diftrefs, by dropping the leaft hint 
of his conjecture, he defired to be fa- 
voured with fix chances, if the cir¢um- 
ftances of his plan would indulge him 
fo far; and the painter, after fome he- 
fitation, condefcended to comply with 
his requeit, out of pure friendfhip and 
veneration; though he obferved, that 
in fo doing he muit exclude fome of his 
mott intimate companions. Having re- 
ceived the money, he gave Pickle his 
addrefs, defiring he would, with his 
‘convenience, vifit the princefs, who, he 
was fure, would difplay her moft en- 
gaging attractions, in order to captivate 
his fancy ; and took his leave, extremely 
well pleafed with the fuccefs of his ap- 
plication. 
~ ‘Though Peregrine was tempted with 
the curiofity of feeing this portrait, which 
he imagined muft contain fome analogy 
‘te the ridiculous oddity of the nae 
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he would not expofe himfelf to the dif- | 


agreeable alternative of applauding the 
performance, contrary to the dictates of 
conf{cience and common fenfe, or of 
condemning it, to the un{peakable mor- 
tification of the miferable author ; and 
therefore never dreamed of returning the 
painter’s vifit; nor did he ever hear of 
the lottery’s being drawn. : 

About this time he was invited to 
fpend a few weeks at the country-feat 
of a certain nobleman, with whom he 
had contraéted an acquaintance, in. the 
courfe of his debauches, which we have 
already defcribed. His lordfhip being 
remarkable for his fkill and fuccefs in 
horfe-racing, his houfe was continually 
filled with the connoiffeurs and admirers 
of that fport, upon which the whole 
converfation turned, infomuch that Pe- 
regrine gradually imbibed fome know- 
ledge in horfe-flefh, and the diverfions 
of the courfe; for the whole occupation 
of the day, exclulive of eating and 
drinking, confifted in viewing, manag- 
ing, and exercifing his lordfhip’s ftud. 

Our hero looked upon thefe amule- 
ments with an eye of tafte, as well as 
curiofity ; he contemplated the animal 
as a beautiful and elegant part of the 
creation, and relifhed the furprifing ex- 
ertion of it’s {peed with a refined and 
claffical delight. In a little time he 
became perfonally acquainted with every 
horfe in the ftable, and interefted him- 
felf in the reputation of each; while he 
alfo gratified his appetite for know- 
Jedge, in obferving the methods of pre- 
paring their bodies, and training. them 
to the race. His landlord faw and en- 
couraged his eagernefs, from ‘which he 
promifed himfelf fome advantage; he 
formed feveral private matches for his 
entertainment, and flattered his difcern- 
ment, by permitting him to be fuccefs- 
ful in the. firit betts he made. Thus 
was he artfully decoyed into a fpirit of 
keennefs and adyenture, and difpofed to 
depend upon his own judgment, in op- 
pofition to that of people who had made 
horfe-racing the fole {tudy of their lives. 
He accompanied my lord to Newmark- 
et; and entering at once into the genius 
of the place, was marked as fair game 
by all the knowing-ones there afflembled, 
many of whom found means to take him 
in, in {pite of all the cautions and ad- 
monitions of bis lordfhip, who wanted 
to referve him for his own ufe. 

Tt is al mott impoflible for any man, 
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let him be never fo fearful or phleg- 
matick, to be an unconcerned {peétator 
in this bufy fcene. The demon of play 
hovers.in the air, like a peftilential va- 
pour, tainting the minds of all prefent 
with infallible infection, which com- 
municates from oue perfon to another 
like the circulation of a general panick. 
Peregrine was feized with this epidemick 


.diftemper to a violent degree ; and, after 


having loft a few loofe hundreds, in his 
progrefs through the various rookeries 
of the place, entered into partnerfhip 
with his noble friend in a grand match, 
upon the iffue of which he ventured no 
lefs than three thoufand pounds. —In- 
deed he would not have rifked fuch a 
confiderable fum, had not his own con- 
fidence been reinforced by the opinion 
and concurrence of his lordfhip, who 


hazarded an equal bett upon the, fame 


event.. Thefe two affociates engaged 
themfelves in the penalty of fix thoufand 
pounds, to run one chaife and .four 
againit another, three. times round, the 
courfe ; and our adventurer had the fa- 
tisfaétion of feeing his antagonift. di- 
ftanced in the firft and fecond heat ; but 
all of .a:fudden, one of-the-horfes of 
his machine was knocked up, by which 
accident the, victory was ravifhed almoft 
from his very grafp, and he was obliged 
to endure the damage and the fcorn, , 
He was deeply affefted with this mis- 
fortune, which he imputed to his own 
extravagance and temerity, but difco- 
vered no external figns of affli&tion, be- - 
caufe his illuftrious partner bore his lofs 
with the moft philofophick refignation, 
confoling himfelf, as well as Pickle, © 
with the hope of making it up on fome 
other occafion. Nevertheleis, our younz 
gentleman could not help admiring and 
even envying his equanimity, not know- 
ing that his lordfhip had managed mat- 
ters fo as to be gainer by the misfor- . 
tune ; which to retrieve, Peregrine pur- 
chafed feveral horfes, at the recom- 
mendation of his friend, and inftead of 
returning to London, made a tour with 
him to all the celebrated races in Eng- 
land; at which; after fevera! viciffitudes 
of fortune, he made fhift, before the 
end of the feafon, to treble hjs lofs. 
But his hopes feemed to increafe with 
his ill luck. In the beginning of win- 
ter he came to town, fully perfuaded 
that fortune muft neceflarily change, 
and that the next feafon he fhould reap 
the happy fruits of his experience. In 
~ Uwa this 
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this confidence he feemed- to drown ‘all 
ideas of prudence and teconomy. His 
forme: expence was’mere parfimony, 
compared with’ that which he now in- 
curred : he fubfcribed tu the.opera, and 
half a dozen concerts at different parts 
of the town ; was'a benefattor to feve- 
ral hofpitals; purchafed a colleétion of 
valuable’ pi€tures ; took an houfe, and 
furnifhed it in 2 moft- magnificent tafte ; 
Jaid in a large ftock of French wines, 
and gave extravagant ‘entertainments to 
his quality-friends; who, in return, 
loaded him with compliments, and in- 
fitted upon his making ufe of their in- 
tereft-and good-will...” : 


CHAP. IV. 


HE IS TAKEN INTO THE PROTEC- 
“TION OF A GREAT ‘MAN 3° SETS 
“UP FOR MEMBER OF PARLIA- 
“MENT; IS DISAPPOINTED IN HIS 
EXPECTATION, AND FINDS HIM- 
SELF EGREGIOUSLY OUTWIT- 
ee ee 


De tuk thefe profeffed patrons, 
the greateft part of whom Pere- 
grine faw through, there was one great 
perfonage who feemed ‘to’ fupport ‘with 
dignity the fphere in which fortune had 
placed him.’ His behaviour to Pickle 
‘was nota feries of ‘grmning complai- 
fance in a flat repetition of general ex- 
preffions of friendfhip‘and regard. He 
demeaned himfelf with a feemingly ho- 
neft referve, in point, of profeffion; his 
advances to Peregrine appeared to be 
the refult of deliberation and experi- 
ment; he chid the young gentleman for 
his extravagance with the authority of 
a parcnt, and the fincerity of a faft 
friend ; and having by gradual enqui- 
ries made himfelf acquainted with the 
State of his private affairs, condemned 
his conduét with an air of candour and 
concern. He reprefented to him the 


folly and dangerous confequences of the * 


profligate life in which he had plunged 
himfelf; counfelled him with great 
warmth to fell off his race-horfes, which 
would otherwife infenfibly eat him up; 
to retrench all fuperfluous expence, 
which would only ferve to expofe him 
to the ridicule and ingratitude of thofe 
who were benefited by it; to lay out 
his money upon fecure mortgages, at 
good intereft ; and carry into execution 
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his former defign of ftanding candidate 
for a borough, at the enfuing election 
for anew parliament; in which cafe 
this nobleman promifed to affift him with 
his influence and advice; affuring him, 
that if he could once procure“a feat in 
the houfe, he might look upon his for- 
tune as already made. 

Our adventurer perceived the wifdom 
‘and fanity of this advice, for which he 
‘made his acknowledgments to his ge- 
nerous monitor, protefting that he would 
adhere to it in every particular, and im- 
mediately fet about a reformation. He 
accordingly took cognizance of his moft 
minute affairs; and after an exact fcru- 
tiny, gave his patron to underftand, that, 
exclufive of his furniture, his fortune 
‘was reduced to fourteen thoufand three 
hundred and thirty pounds, in Bank 
and South-Sea annuities, over and above 

/the garrifon and it’s appendages, which 
he reckoned at fixty pounds a year. He 
therefore defired, that as his Jordthip 
had been fo kind as to favour him with 
his friendfhip,and advice, he would ex- 

‘tend his generofity ftill farther, by put- 
ting him in the way of making the molt 
advantage of his money. My lord faid, 

~that for his own part he did not chufe 
to meddle in money matters ; that Mr. 

Pickle would find abundance of people 

“ready to borrow it upon landed fecurity; 

“but that he ought to be extremely cau- 
ticus-in a tranfation of fuch confe- 

“quence; promifing, at- the fame time 
to employ his own {teward in feeking 
out ‘a mortgager to whom it nught be 
fafély lent. . 

- This agent was accordingly fet at 
work, and for a few days made a fruit- 
lefs enquiry ; fo that the young gentle- 
man ‘was obliged to-have recourte to his 
own intelligence, by which he got no- 
tice of feveral people of reputed credit, 

” who offered him mortgages for the whole 
fam; but when he made a réport of the 

“particulars to his noble friend, his lord- 

fhip ftarted fuch doubts and objections 
relating to each, that he was deterred 

- from entering into any engagements 
with the propofers ; congratulating him- 

‘ felf, in the mean time, on his good for- 
tune, in being favoured with the advice 
and direétion of fuch a fage counfellor. 
Neverthelefs, he began to be impatient, 
after having unfuccefsfully confulted al} 
the money-brokers and conveyancers 
about town, and refolved to try the ex- 
pedient of a publick advertifement. Bue 

+he 
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he was perfuaded by my,lord.to poft- 
pone that experiment, until every other 
method fhould have failed, becaufe it 
would attraét the attention of all the 
pettifoggers in London, who (though 
they might not be able to over-reach) 
would infallibly harrafs and teaze him 
out of all tranquillity. 

It was on the back of this conyerfa- 
tion that Peregrine, chancing to meet 
the fteward near his lord’s houfe, ftop- 
ped him in the ftreet, to give him an 
account of his bad luck ; at which the 
other expreffed fome concern, and rub- 
bing his chin with his hand, in a muf- 
ing pofture told Pickle, there was a 
thought juft come into his head, point- 
jng out one way of doing his bufinefs 


effectually. The youth, upon this in-. 


timation, begged he would accompany 
him to the next coffee-houfe, in which 
having chofen a private fituation, this 
grave manager gave him to underftand, 
that a part of my lord’s eftate was 
mortgaged, in confequence of a debt 


contracted by his grandfather, for pro- | 


vifion to the younger children of the 
family ; and that the equity of redemp- 
tion would be foreclofedin a few months, 
unlefs the burden could be difcharged. 
§ My lord,” faid he, ¢ has always lived 

‘in a fplendid manner, and notwith- 
‘ftanding his ample fortune, together 
with the profits accruing from the 
polts he enjoys, he faves fo little mo- 
ney, that, upon this occafion, I know 
he will be obliged to borrow ten thou- 
fand pounds, to make up the fum that 
is requifite to redeem the mortgage. 
Now; certain I am, that when his 
defign comes to be known, he will be 
folicited on all hands by people defi- 
rous of lending money upon fuch un- 
doubted fecurity ; and it is odds but 
he has already promifed the preference 
to fome particular acquaintance. How- 
ever, as I know he has your intereft 
very much at heart, I will (if you 
pleafe) found his lordfhip upon the 
{ubjeét, and in a day or two give you 
notice of my fuccefs.” 

Peregrine, ravifhed with the profpeéct 
of fettling this affair fo much to his 
fatisfaction, thanked the fteward for his 
friendly hint and undertaking, which 
he affured him fhould be acknowledged 
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by a more folid proof of his gratitude,’ 


provided the bufinefs could be brought 
to bear; and next day he was vifited 
by this kind manager, with the happy 
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news of his lordfhip’s having confented 
to borrow ten thoufand pounds of his 
ftock, upon mortgage, at the intereft of 
five per cent. This information he re- 
ceived as an inftance of the fingular 
efteem-of his noble patron; and the 
papers being immediately drawn and 
executed, the money was depodited in 
the hands of the mortgager, who, in 
the hearing of the lender, laid ftrong 


injunétions on the fteward to pay the 


intereft punétually at quarter:day. 

The beft part of our hero’s fortune 
being thus happily depofited, and the 
agent gratified with a prefent of fifty 
pieces, he began to put his retrenching 
fcheme in execution; all his fervants 
(Pipes excepted) were difcharged, his 
chariot and running-horfes difpofed of, 
his houfe-keeping broke up, and his 
furniture fold by auétian: nay, the heat 
of his difpofition was as remarkable in 
this, as any other tranfaétion of his life; 


-for every ftep of his faving project was 
. taken with fuch eagernefs, and even pre- 


cipitation, that moft of his companions 
thought he was either ruined or mad. 
But he anfwered all their expoftulations 
with a ftring of prudent apopthegms, 
fuch as, The fhorteft follies are the beft; 
—Better to retrench upon convittion 
than compulfon; and divers other wife 
maxims, feemingly the refult of expe- 


-rience and philofophick refleGtion. To 
fuch a degree of enthufiafm did his pre- 


fent ceconomy prevail, that he was ac- 
tually feized with the defire of amaffing ; 
and as he every day received propofals, 
from thofe brokers whom he had em+ 
ployed, about the difpofal of his cath, 
he at length ventured fifteen hundred 
pounds upon bottomry, being tempted 
by the exceffive premium. 

But it muft be obferved, for the ho« 
nour of our adventurer, that this refor- 
mation did not at all interfere with the 
good qualities of his heart. He was 
{till as friendly and benevolent as ever, 
though his liberality was more fub-. 
jet to the reftraint of reafon; and he 
might have juftly pleaded, in vindica- 
of his generofity, that he retrenched the 
fuperfluities in his own way of living, 
in order to preferve the power of affitt- 
ing his fellow-creatures in ditrefs. 
Numberlefs were the objects to which 
he extended his charity in private. In« 
deed, he exerted this virtue in fecret, 
not only on account of avoiding the 
charge of oftentation, but alfo becaufe 


he 
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he was afhamed of being dete&ed in 
fuch an aukward unfafhionable prac- 
tice, by the cenforious obfervers of this 
humane generation. In this particular, 
he feemed to confound the ideas of vir- 
tue and vice; for he did good as other 
people do evil, by ftealth; and was fo 
capricious in point of behaviour, that 
frequently, in publick, he wagged his 
tongue in fatirical animadverfions upon 
that poverty, which his hand had in 


_ private relieved, Yet, far from fhun- 


ning the acquaintance, or difcouragin 

the folicitation, of thofe who he thought 
wanted his affiftance, he was always ac- 
ceflible, open, and complacent to them, 
even when the haughtinefs of his tem- 
per kept his fuperiors at a diftance; and 
often faved a modeft man the anguifh 


and confufion of declaring himfelf, by. 


penetrating into his neceflity, and anti- 
cipating his requeft, in a frank offer of 
his purfe and friendthip. - 

Not that he praétifed this beneficence 
to all the needy of his acquaintance, 
without diftinétion ; there is always a fet 
of idle, profligate fellows who having 
{quandered away their own fortunes, and 
conquered all fenfe of honour and fhame, 
maintain themfelves by borrowing from 
thofe who have. not yet finifhed the fame 
career, and want refolution to  refitt 
their importunate demands. ‘To thefe 
he was always inflexible; though he 
could not abfolutely detach himfelf 
from their company, becaufe, by dint 
of effrontery, and tuch of their original 
connections as they have been able to 
retain, they find admiffion to all places 
of fafhionable refort. 

Several unfuccefsful attacks had been 
made upon his pocket by beggars of 
this clafs. One of the moft artful of 


-them, having one day joined him in the 


Mall, and made the ufual obfervation 
on the weather, damned all the fogs of 
London, and began a differtation on the 


. difference of air, preferring that: of the 


~country in which he was born to any ~ 
climate under the fun. ¢ Was you ever 


eh 


-€ in Gloucefterfhire?’ ({aid he to Pere- 
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“grine.) Who replying in the negative, he 


thus went on; ‘ I have got a houfe 
‘ there, where I fhould be glad to fee 
you. Let us go down together, dur- 
ing the Eafter holidays; I can pro- 
mife you good country fare and whole- 
fome exercife ; for I have every thing 
within myfeif,. and as good a pack of 


, * fox-hounds as any in the three king- 
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‘ doms. I fha’n't pretend to cxpatiate 
upon the elegance of the houfe, which 
to be fure is an old building; and 
thefe, you know, are generally cold, 
and not very convenient. But, curfe 
the houfe! the dirty acres about it are 
the thing; and a damn’d fine parcel 
they are, to be fure—If my old grand- 
mother was dead—fhe can’t live an- 
other feafon, for fhe’s turned of four- 
f{core, and quite wore out: nay, as 
for that matter, I believe I have gota 
letter in my pocket, giving an account - 
of her being defpaired of by the doc- 
tors. Let me fee!—-No, d—n it! I 
left it at home, in the pocket of an- 
other coat.” 

Pickle, who from the beginning of 
this harangue, faw it’s tendency, feem- 
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ed to yield the moft ferious attention to 


what he faid; breaking in upon it, every 
now and then, with the interjections, 
Hum! Ha! The deuce! and feveral 
civil queftions, from which the other 


‘conceived happy omens of fuccefs; till 


perceiving they had advanced as far as 
the pafflage into St. James’s, the mif- 
chievous youth interrupted him all at 
once, faying, * I fee you are for the 
‘end of the walk; this is my way.’ 
With thefe words he took his leave of 
the faunterer, who would have delayed 


~ his retreat, by calling to him aloud, that 
~ he had not yet defcribed the fituation ef 


his caftle. But Peregrine, without ftop- 
ping, anfwered in the fame tone, * An- 
‘ other time wil] do as well!’ and ina 
moment difappeared, leaving the pro- 


. jector very much mortified with his dif- 


appointment ; for his intention was to 
clofe the defeription, with a demand of 
twenty pieces, to be repaid out of the 
firft remittance he fhould receive from 
his eftate. 

It would have been well for our hero, 
had he always acted with the fame cir- 
cumfpection: but he had his unguarded 
moments, in which he fell a prey to the 
unfufpecting integrity of his own heart. 
There was a perfon among the number 
of his acquaintances, whofe converfa- 
tion he particularly relifhed, becaufe it 
was frank, agreeable, and fraught with 
many fenfible obfervations upon the 
craft and treachery of mankind. This 
gentleman had made a fhift to difcufs a 
very genteel fortune, though it was {pent 
with tafte and reputation, and now he was 
reduced to his thifts for the maintenance 
of his family, whieh confifted of a va 
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and child. Not that he was deftitute 
of the neceflaries of life, beimg com- 
fortably fupplied by the bounty of his 
friends; but this was'a provifion not at 
all fuited to his inclination; and he had 
endeavoured, by divers unfuccefsful 
{chemes, to retrieve his former indepen- 
dency. e 

“Peregrine happened one evening to be 
fitting alone in a coffee-houfe, where he 
overheard a converfation between this 
{chemer and another gentleman, touch- 
ing an affair that engaged his attention. 
The ftranger had been left truftee for 
fifteen hundred pounds bequeathed to 
the other’s daughter by an aunt, and 
was ftrongly folicited to pay the money 
tothe child’s father, who affured him, 
he had then an opportunity to lay it out 
in fuch-a manner as would greatly con- 
duce to the advantage of his family. 
The truftee reminded him of the nature 
of his charge, which made him ac- 
countable for the nioney, until the child 
fhould have attained the age of eighteen ; 
but at the fame time gave him to un-. 
derftand, that if he could procure fuch 
fecurity as would indemuity him from 
the confequences, he would forthwith pay 
the legacy into his hands. To this pro- 
pofal the father replied, that it was not 
to be fuppofed he would rifk the for- 
tune of his only child, upon any idle 
{cheme or precarious iflue: and there- 
fore he thought it reafonable, that he 
fhould have the ufe of it in the mean 
time; and that, as to fecurity, he was 


‘Joth to trouble any of his friends about 


an affair which might be compromifed 
without their interpofition; obferving, 
that he would not look ‘upon his con- 
defcenfion as a favour, if obtained by 
a fecurity, on which he could borrow 
the fame fum from any ufurer in 
town. 


After much importunity on one fide, ° 


and evafion on the other, the monied 
gentleman told him, that though he 
would not furrender the fum depofited 
in his hands for the ule of his daugh- 
ter, he would lend him what he fhould 
have occafion for in the mean time; 
and if, upon her being of age, he fhould 


be able to obtain her concurrence, the - 


money fhould be placed to her account, 
provided he could find any perfon of 
evedit, who would join with him in a 
bond for the affyrance of the lender. 
Fhis provifo was an obitru&tion which 
the other would not have been able to 
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furmount, without great difficulty, had 
not his caufe been efpoufed by our hero, 
who thought it was a pity a man of ho- 
nour and underftanding fhould fuffer in 
his principal concerns on fuch a paltry 
confideration. He therefore, prefuming 
on his acquaintance, interpofed in the 
converfation as a friend, who interefted 
himfelf in the affair; and being fully 
informed of the particulars, offered him- 
felf as a fecurity for the lender. 

This gentleman being a ftranger to 
Peregrine, he was next day made ac- 
quainted with his funds ; and, without 
farther {cruple, accommodated his friend 
with one thoufand pounds, for which he 
took their bond, payabie in fix months, 
though he protefted that the money 
fhould never. be demanded, until the 
infant fhould be of age, unlefs fome 
accident fhould happen which he could 
not then forefee. Pickle believed this 
declaration fincere, becaufe he could 
have no intereft in difflembling: but 
what he chiefly depended upon, for his 
own fecurity, was the integrity and 
confidence of the borrower, who affured 


him, that happen what would, he fhould ‘ 


be able to'ftand between him and all 
danger; the nature of his plan being 
fuch, as wouid infallibly treble the fum 
in a very few months. 

In a little time after this tranfa&tion, 
writs being iffued out for eleGting a new 
parliament, our adventurer, by the ad- 
vice of his patron, went into the country, 
in order to canvafs tor a borough, and 
lined his pockets with a competent thare 
of bank-notes for the occafion. But, 
in this project, he unfortunately hap- 
pened to interfere with the interelt of a 
great family in the Oppofition, who, for 
a-lang feries of years had made mem-_ 
bers for that place; and were now {fo 
much offended at the intrufion of our 
young gentleman, that they threatened 
to {pend ten thoufand pounds in fruf- 
trating his defign, This menace was 
no other than an incitement to Pere- 
grine, who confided fo much in hisown 
influence and addrefs, that he verily be- 
lieved he fhould be able to baffle his 
grace, even in his own territories. 3B 
that viétory he hoped to e(tablith his re- 
putation and intereft with the minifter, 
who, through the recommendation of 
his noble friend, countenanced his caufe, 
and would have been very well pleafed 
to fee one of his greateft enemies fuffer 
fuch a difgraceful overthrow, which 
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would have, moreover, in a great mea- 
fure fhaken his credit with his faction. 
Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas 
of pride and ambition, put all his ta- 
Tents to the teft in the execution of this 


project. He {pared no expence in treat-" 


ing the electors; but finding himfelf 
rivalled, in this refpect, by his compe- 
titor, who was powerfully fupported, he 
had recourfe to thofe qualifications in 
which he thought himfelf fuperior. He 
mide balls for the ladies, vifited the ma- 
trons of the corporation, adapted himfelf 
to their various humours with furprizing 
facility, drank with thofe who loved a 
cherifhing cup in private, made love to 
the amorous, prayed with the religious, 
goffipped with thofe who delighted in 
{candal, and with great fagacity con- 
trived agreeable prefents to them all. 
This was the moft effe€tual method of 
engaging fuch electors as were under 
the influence of their wives. As for the 
reft, he affailed them in their own way, 
fetting whole hogtheads of beer and wine 
abroach ‘for the benefit of all comers; 
and into thofe fordid hearts that liquer 
would not open, he found means to con- 
vey himfelf by the help of a golden key. 

While he thus exerted himfelf, his 
antagonift was not idle; his age and 
infirmities would not permit him to en- 
ter perfonally into their parties; but his 
ftewards and adherents beftirred them- 
felves with great induftry and perfeve- 
xance. ‘The market for votes ran fo 
high, that Pickle’s ready-money was 
exhaufted before the day of election; 
and he was obliged to write to his pa- 
tron an account of the dilemma to which 
he was reduced ; intreating him to take 
fuch {peedy meafures, as would enable 
him to finifh the bufinefs which he had 
fo happily begun. 

This nobleman communicated the 
circumftances of the cafe to the minifter, 
and ina day or two our canditate found 
credit with the receiver-general of the 
county, who lent him twelve hundred 
pounds on his perfonal note, payable on 
demand. By means of this new fup- 
ply, he managed matters fo fuccefsfully, 
that an evident majority of votes was 
fecured in his intereft, and nothing could 
have obftruéted his ele&tion, had not 
the noble peer who fet up his competi- 
tor, in order to avoid the shame and 
mortification of being foiled in his own 
borough, offered to compromife the af- 
fair with his honour, by giving up two 
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members in another plate, provided thé 
oppofition fhould eeafe'in his own cor 
poration. ‘This propofal was greedily 
embraced. On the eve of elegtion, 
Peregrine received an intimation from 
his patron, defiring him to quit his pre- 
tenfions, on pain of Iris and the mini- 
fter’s difpleafure ; and promifing that he 
fhould be eleéted for anothér place, 

No other difappointment in life could 
have given him fuch chagrin as he felt 
at the receipt of this tantalizing order, 
by which the cup of fuccefs was fnatch- 
ed from his lip, and all the vanity of his 
ambitious hope humbled in. the duft. 
He curfed the whole chain of his court 
connections; inveighed with great ani- 
mofity againft the rafcally {cheme of 
politicks, to which he was facrificed ; 
and in conclufion fwore, he would not 
give up the fruits of his own addrefs for 
the pleafure of any minifter upon earth. 
This laudable refolution, however, was 
rendered ineffectual by his friend the 
receiver-general, who was bearer of the 
meflage, and (after having, in vain, en- 
deavoured to perfuade him to fubmiffion) 
fairly arrefted him upon the {pot for the 
money he had advancec; this expe- 
dient being performed by virtue of a 
writ which he had been advifed to take 
out, in cale the young man fhould prove 
refractory. 

The reader, who by this time muft 
be pretty well acquainted with the difpo- 
fition of our adventurer, may eafily con- 
ceive how he relifhed this adventure. At 
firft, all the faculties of his foul were 
{wallowed up in aftonifhment and in- 
dignation; and fome minutes elapfed 
before his nerves would obey the impulfe 
of his rage, which manifetted itfelf in 
fuch an application to the temples of 
the plamtff, as laid him f{prawling on 
the floor. This affault, which was 
committed in a tavern whither he had 
been purpo/e'y decoyed, attracted the 
regard of the bailiff and his followers, 
who, to the number of four, rufhed 
upon him at once, in order to over- 
power him; but his wrath infpired him 
with fuch additional ftrength and agili- 
ty, that he difengaged himfelf from them 
in a trice, and feizinga pocker, which 
was the firft weapon that prefented itfelf 
to his hand, exercifed it upon their 
fkulls with incredible dexterity and exe- 
cution. The officer himfelf, who had 
been the firit that prefumed to lay vio- 
lent hands upon him, felt the —— 
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of his fury, in a blow upon his jaws, 
in conféquence of which he loft three of 
his teeth, and fell athwart the body of 
the receiver, with which he formed the 
firure of a St. Andrew’s crofs: one of 
the myrmidons feeing the fate of his 
chief, would not venture to attack the 
victor in front, but wheeling to one 
fide, made an attempt upon him in flank, 
and was received obliquely by our he- 
ro’s left-hand and foot, fo maiterly dif- 
pofed to the right-fide of his leg, and 
the left fide of his neck, that he bolted 
head-foremoft into the chimney, where 
his chin was encountered by the grate, 
which in a moment feared him to the 
bone. The reft of the detachment did 
not think properto maintain the difpute, 
‘but evacuating the room with great ex- 
pedition, locked the door on the out- 
fide, and bellowed aloud tothe receiver’s 
fervants, befeeching them to come to the 
affittance of their mafter, who was in 
danger of his life. 

‘Meanwhile, this gentleman having 
recolle€ted himfelf, demanded a parley ; 
which having with difficulty obtained 
of our incenfed candidate, in confequence 
of the moft fubmiffive application, he 
complained grievoufly of the young gen- 
tleman’s intemperance and heat of dif- 
pofition, and very calmly reprefented the 
danger of his rafhnefs and indifcretion. 
He told him, that nothing could be 
more outrageous or idle, than the refift- 
ance he had made againft the laws of 
his country, becaufe he would find it 


impracticable to withftand the whole 


executive power of: the county, which 
he could eafily raife to apprehend and 
fecure him; that over and above the 
difgrace that would accrue to him from 
this imprudent conduét, he would knock 
his own intereft on the head, by dif- 
obliging his friends in the adminiftra- 
tion, who were, to his knowledge, at 
prefent very well difpofed to do him fer- 
vice; that, for his own part, what he 
had done was by the exprefs order of 
his fuperiors, and not out of any defire 
of diftreffing him ; and that, far from 
being his enemy, notwithftanding the 
fhocking infult he had fuftained, he was 
ready to withdraw the writ, provided he 
would liften to any reafonable terms of 
accommodation. 

‘Peregrine, who was not more prone 
to anger than open to conviction, being 
appeafed by his condefcenfion, moved by 
his arguments, and chid by his own re- 
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fletion, for what he had done in the 
precipitation of his wrath, began to. 
give ear to his remonftrances ; and the 
bailiffs being ordered to withdraw, they . 
entered into a conference, the refult. 
of which was, our adventurer’s imme- 
diate departure for London: fo that next 
day his competitor was unanimoully | 
chofen, becaufe nobody appeared to op- 
pofe his election. ~ 
The difcontented Pickle, on his ar- 
rival in town, went direétly to the houfe 
of his patron; to whom, in the anguifh . 
ef his difappointment, he bitterly com-. 
plained of the treatment he had received, 
by which, befides the difgrace of his 
overthrow, he was no lefs than two 
thoufand pounds out of pocket, exclu- 
five of the debt for which he ftood en- 
gaged to the receiver. His lordfhip, 
who was prepared for this expoftulation, 
on his knowledge of the young man’s 
impetuous temper, anfwered all the ar~ 
ticles of his charge with great delibera- 
tion ; giving him to underftand the’mo- 
tives that induced the minifter to quit 
his intereftin that borough, and footh- 
ing him with affurances that his lofs 
would be amply rewarded by his ho-.. 
nour, to whom he was next day intro- 
duced by this nobleman, in the warmeft 
ftyle of recommendation. ‘The minifter, 
who was a pattern of complaifance, re-; 
ceived him with the moft engaging af- 
fability ; thanked him very kindly for; 
his endeavours to fupport and ftrengthen 
the intereft of the adminiftration; and 
faithfully promifed to lay hold on the 
firft opportunity to exprefs the fenfe he 
had of his zeal and attachment; defir~,, 
ing to fee him often at his levee, thatin . 
the multiplicity of bufinefs he might not 
be in danger of forgetting his fervices © 
and defert. om 
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PEREGRINE COMMENCES MINIS- . 
TER’S DEPENDENT; MEETS BY | 
ACCIDENT WITH MRS. GAUNT- | 
LET; AND DESCENDS GRADUAL- 
LY IN THE CONDITION OF LIFE. 


HIS reception, favourable as it 
was, did not pleafe Peregrine ; 

who had too much difcernment to be 
cajoled with general promifes, at a time 
when he thought himfelf intitled to the 
moft particular affurance, He accord- 
>. ingly 
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Cre 
ingly fignified. his difguft to his intro- 
duétor; giving him to underftand, that 
he had laid Itis account with being cho-. 
fen reprefentative of one of thofe bo- 
roughs for, which he had been facrificea. 
His lordfhip agreed to the reafonablenefs 
of his expectation ; obferying, however, 


that he could not fuppofé tie minifter_ 
: - account, he was debtor for the fupply he 


would enter upon bulineis with him on 
his firft vifit ; and that it would bé time 
enough. at his next, audience to com- 
muinicate his demand... 

‘ Notwithftanding ‘this, rémonftranee, 
our hero continued, to indulge his fu- 
fpicion “and chagrin, ‘and’ éven, made a 
point of ‘it’ with his patron, that his 
lordthip thould, next day make _applica- 
tion’ in ‘his, behalf, ‘left the two feats 
fhould be, filled up, on, pretence of his 
inclinations ,being unknown. Thus 
importuned,’ my. lord. went to his prin- 
cipal, and‘ returned ‘with an aniwer, 


importing that his honour was extremely _ 


forry that Mr. Pickle’ had not fignified 
his requeft before the boroughs in queition 
were promifed to two gentlemen, whom 


he could not now difappoint. with any 


régard to his own credi¢ or intereft ; but 
as feveral perfons who would be’chofen 
were, to his certain knowledge, ‘very, 


aged and infirm, he'did not doubt that~ 


there would be plénty of vacant Jests ina, 


very fhort time, and then the young genr. 


tleman might depend uponhis friend thip. 

“Peregrine was fo, much irritated, at 
this intimation, that’in’ the firft tran{- 
ports of his anger he forgot the refpect 
he owéd to hig fiiénd, ‘and in his pre- 


fence inyeighed againit the: minifter, as 
a*perfon devoid of “gratitude and can-, 


dour; ‘protefting, that if ever an oppor-., 
tunity thould offer itfelf, he, would {pgnd 
the whole remains of his fortunein op- 
pofing “his ‘meafures. “The nobleman 
having given him time to exhauft the 
impetuofity of his paffion, rebuked him 
very calmly for his.difrefpe&tful expre!- 


fions, which were equally injarious 


and indifcreet; affured him, that_this, 


project of revenge, if ever put in execu 

tion, would redound to own pre-| 

judice and confufion; and adviled hun 

to cultivate’ and iinprove, ‘with patience 

me “4 es oo 

and affiduity, the footing he had already 

obtained in the minitter’s good graces. 
‘Our hero, conviriced of. the frutla 


though not fatisfied with the occafion of . 
his admonitions, tock his leave in ,a fit _ 


of/fullen difcontent; and began to ru- 


minate upon the fhattered poiture of his ‘ 
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affairs. All that now remained, of- the 
ample forvune he had inherited, was th 
fum he had depofited in his lordfhip’s 
hands, together with fifteen hundred. 
pounds he had ventured on bottomry, 
and, the garrifon, which he had left. for 
the ufe and accommodation of the lieute- 
nant; and on the per contra fide of his 


had received from the receiver-general, 
and the money for which he was bound 


_in behalf of his friend: fo that he found 


himfelf, for the firft time of his life, 
very much embarraffed in his circum- 
{tances ; for, of the firft half year’s in- 
tereft of his ten thoufand, which was 
punctually paid, he had but fourfcore, 
pounds in bank, without any profpect 
of a farther.fupply till the other term, 
which was at the diftance of four long 
months. He ferioufly refleéted upon the 
uncertainty of human affairs; the fhip 
with his fifteen hundred pounds might 
be loft; the gentleman for whom he 
was-fecurity, might mifcarry in this, 
as well as in his former projcéts; and 
the minifter might one day, through 
policy or difpleafure, expofe him to the 
mercy of his dependent, who was in pof- 
feffion of his notes. 

Thefe fuggeftions did not at all con- 
tribute to the eafe of our adventurer’s 
mind, already ruffled by his difappoiut- 
ment. Hecurfed his own folly and ex- 


travagance, by which he was reduced 


to, fuch an uncomfortable fituation. 
He compared his own conduét with that 
of fome young gentlemen of his ac- 
quaintance, who while he was fquander- 
ing away the beft partof his inheritance, 
had improved their fortunes, ftrength- 
ened thew intereft, and increafed their : 
reputation. , He was abandoned by_ his 
gaiety and good-humour; his counte- 
nance gradually contracted itfelf into a « 
reprefentation of feverity and care; he 
dropped all his amufements aad the 
companions of his pleafure, and turned 
his whole attention to the minifter, at 


ed the wife of Captain 


a 
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with his wonted civility of friendthip ; 
but “his former fprightly air was meta- 
morphofed into fuch aufterity, or rather 
dejéction ‘of feature, that fhe could 
{carce believe her own eyes; and in her 
aftonifhment, ‘Is it poffible,’ faid fhe, 
‘ that the gay Mr. Pickle fhould be fo 
« much altered in fuch a fhort fpace of 
* time!’' He made no other reply to 
this éxclamation but bya languid fmilé; 
and afked how long fhe had been in, 
town: obferving, that he would have 
paid his compliments to her at her own 
lodgings, had ‘he been favoured with 
the leait intimation of her arrival. Af- 
ter having thanked him for his polite- 
nefs, fhe told him, it was not owing to 
any abatement of her friendfhip, and 
efteem for him that fhe had omitted to 
give him that notice; but his’ abrupt 
departure froni Windfor, and the man- 
ner in which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, 
had given her jult grounds to believe, 
that they had incurred his difpleafure; 
which fufpicion was reinforced by his 
long filence and negle&t from that pe- 
riod to the prefent time. She ob/erved 
it was fill farther confirmed, by his 
forbearing to enquire for Emilia and 
her brother. ‘ Judge, then,” faid the,- 
’ € if I had any reafon to believe that you 
‘ would be pleafed to hear that I was 
‘in town. However, I will not detain 
« you at prefent, becaufe you feem to 
© be engaged about fome particular bu- 
finefs; butif you will favour me with 
your company at breakfaft to-mor- 
row, I fhall be much pleafed, and ho- 
* noured to boot, by the vifit.’ So fay- 
ing, fhe gave him a direction to her 
lodgings ; and he took his leave, with 
a faithful promife of feeing her at the 
appointed time. 

He was very much affected with this 
advance of Sophy, which he confidered 
as an initance of her uncommon fweet- 
nefs of temper; he felt ftrange longings 
of returning friendfhip towards God- 
frey ; and the remembrance of Emilia 
melted his heart, already foftened with 
grief and mortification. Next day, he 
did not negleét his engagement, and had 
the pleafure of enjoying a long conver- 
fation with this fenfible young lady, who 
gave him to underftand, that her huf- 
band was with his regiment; and pre- 
fented t6 him a fine boy, the firft fruits 
of their love, whom they had chriftened 
by the name of Peregrine, in memory of 
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nefs, had he not been reftrained by cer- 
tain punétilios, occafioned by fome acri- 
monious expreffions that dropped from 
Peregrine at the inn. a 
After having cleared up this mifun- 
derftanding, fhe proceeded to give an 
account of Emilia, whofe behaviour, at 
that junéture, plainly indicated a con. 
tinuance of affection for her firft lover ; 
and defired, that he would give her full. 
powers to bring that matter alfo to an. 
accommodation : ‘ For I am not more 
‘ certain of my own exiftence,’ faid fhe, 
‘ than that yod are fill in poffeffion of 
‘ my fifter’s heart.” At this declara- 
tion the tear ftarted in his eye: but he 
fhook his head, and declined her good 
offices, wifhing that the young lady~ 
might be much more happy than ever he 
fhould be able to make her. 
Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at thefe 
expreflions, and moved by the defpond- 
ing manner in which they were deliver- 
ed, begged to know if any new obitacle 
was railed by fome Jate change in a 
fentiments or fituation: and he, in orders 
to avoid a painful explanation, told her, | 
; wx 2 that” 
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that he had long defpaired of being able 
to vanquith Emilia‘s refentment, and for 
that reafon quitted the purfuit, which he 
would never renew, howfoever his heart 
might fuffer by that refolution; though 
he took Heaven to witnefs, that his love, 
efteem, and admiration of her, were not 
jn the leaft impaired: but the true mo- 
tive of his laying afide his defign, was 
the confcioufnefs of his decayed fortune; 
which, by adding to the fenfibility of 
his pride, increafed the horror of another 
repulfe. She expreffed her concern for 
this determination, both on his own ac- 
count, and in behalf of Emilia, whofe 
happinefs (in her opinion) depended 
upon his conftancy and affeétion ; and 
fhe would have quettioned him more 
minutely about the ftate of his affairs, 
had not he difcouraged the enquiry, by 
feeking to introduce another fubject of 
converfation. 

‘ After mutual proteftations of friend - 
fhip and regard, he promifed to vifit her 
often during her refidence in town ; and 
took his Jeave in a flrange perplexity of 
mind, occafioned by the images of love 
‘intruding upon the remonttrances of 
carking care. He had fome time ago 
forfaken thofe extravagant companions 
with whom he had rioted in the hey-day 
of his fortune, and began to confort 
with a graver and more fober fpecies of 
acquaintance: but he now found him- 
felf difabled from cultivating the fociety 
of thefe alfo, who were men of ample 
eftates, and liberal difpofitions 5 in con- 
fequence of which, their parties were too 
expenfive for the confumptive ftate of 
his finances; fo that he was obliged to 
defcend to another degree, and mingle 
with a fet of old batchelors and younger 
brothers, who fubfifted on flender an- 


nuities, or what is called a bare com-_ 
This 


petency in the publick funds. 
affociation was compofed of fetond-hand 
politicians and minor criticks, who in 
the forenoon faunter in the Mall, or 
lounge at fhows of pictures, appear in 
the drawing-room once or twice a week, 
dine at an ordinary, decide-di/putes in 
a coffee-houfe with an air,of fuperior in- 
tellizence, frequent the pit of the play- 
houfe, and once in a month {pend an 
evening with fome noted atior, whofe 
remarkable fayings they repeat for the 
entertainment of ther ordinary friends. 

After all, he found fomething com- 
fortable enough in the company of thefe 
gentlemen, who never intereited his paf- 
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fions to any violence of tranfport, nor 
teazed him with impertinent: curiofity 
about his private affairs: for though 
many of them had maintained,a very 
long, clofe, and friendly correfpondence 
with each other, they never dreamed of 
enquiring into particular concerns ; and: 
if one of the two who were moft inti- 
mately conneéted, had been afked how 
the other made a fhift to live, he would 
have anfwered, with great truth, ¢ Real- 
‘ ly, that is more than I know.” . Not- 
withftanding this phlegmatick indiffe- 
rence, which is of the,true Englith pro- 
duétion, they were all inoffenfive, good- 
natured people, who loved a joke and 
a fong, delighted in telling a merry fto- 
ry, and prided themfelves in the art of 
catering, efpecially im the articles of 

fifth, venifon, and wild-fowl, : 
Our young gentleman was not re- 
ceived among them on the footing of a 
common member, who makes intereft 
for his admiflion; he was courted asa 
perfon of fuperior genius and impor- 
tance, and his compliance looked upon’ 
as an honour to their fociety. This their 
idea of his pre-eminence was fupported 
by his converfation, which, while it was 
more liberal and learned than that to 
which they had been accuftomed, was 
tinétured with an afluming air, fo agree- 
ably diffufed, that, inftead of produc- 
ing averfion, it commanded refpeét. 
They not only appealed to him in all 
doubts relating to foreign parts, to 
which one and all of them were ftran- 
gers, but alfo confulted his knowledge 
in hiftory end divinity, which were fre- 
quently the topicks of their debates ; 
and in poetry of all kinds, he decided 
with {uch magifterial authority, as even 
weighed againft the opinions of the play- 
ers themfelves. The variety of cha- 
racters he had feen and obferved, and 
the high f{pheres of life in which he had 
fo lately moved, furnithed him with a 
thoufand entertaining anecdotes. When 
he became a little familiarized to his 
difappointments, fo that his natural vi- 
vacity began to revive, he flathed a- 
mong them in fuch a number of bright 
fallies, as ftruck them with admiration, 
and conitituted himfelf a claflick in wit: 
infomuch, that they beean to retail his 
remnants, and even invited fome par- 
ticular friends to come and hear him 
hold forth. One of the players, who 
had for many years ftrutted about the 
taverns in the neighbourhood of Co- 
‘ i vent 
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vent Garden as the Grand Turk of wit 
and humour, began to find his admirers’ 
meit away’; and a certain petulant 
fician, who had fhone at almoft all the 
Port-clubs in that end of the town, was 
aGually obliged to import his talents’ 
into the city, where he has now happily 
taken root, . j 

Nor was this accefs to be wondered 
at, if we confider that, over and above 


his natural genius and education, our’ 


adventurer {till had the opportunity of 
knowing every thing which happened 
among the great, by means of his friend 
Cadwallader, with whom he ftill main- 
tained his former intimacy, though it 
was now chequered with many occa- 
fional tifts, owing to the farcaltick re- 
monitrances of the mifanthrope, who 
difapproved of thofe {chemes which mil- 
carried with Peregrine, and now took 


unfeafonable methods of valuing him- 


felf upon his own forefight: nay, he 
was between whiles like a raven croak - 
ing prefages of more ill-luck from the 
deceit of the minifter, the diffimulation 
of his patron, the folly of the projector 
for whom. he was bound, the uncertain - 
ty of the feas, and the villainy of thofe 
with whom he had entrufted his cafh ; 
for Crabtree faw andoconfidered every 
thing through a perfpective of fpleen, 
that always reflected the worft fide of 
human nature. 

For thefe reafons our young gentle- 
man began to be difguited, at certain 
intervals, with the character of this old 
man, whom he now thought a moroie 
cynic, not fo much incenfed againft the 
follies and vices of mankind, as de- 
lighted with the diftrefs of his fellow- 
creatures. Thus he put the moft un- 
favourable conftruétion on the princi- 
ples of his friend, becaufe he found 
himfelf juftly fallen under the lath of 
his anunadverfion. This felf-accufa- 
tion very often diffolves theclofeft friend- 
fhip: a man, con{cious of his own in- 
difcretion, is implacably offended at the 
rectitude of his companion’s conduc, 
which he confiders as an infult upon his 
failings, never to be forgiven, even 
though he has not tafted the bitternefs 
of reproof, which no finner can commo- 
dioutly digett. ‘The friendfhip, there- 
fore, fubfifting between Crabtree and 
Pickle, had of late fuffered feveral {ymp- 
tomatick fhocks that feemed to progno- 
feicate a total diffolution; a great deal 
ef {mart dialogue had paficd in their 
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private converfations, and the fenior® be- 
gan to repent of having placed his con- 
fidence in fuch an imprudent, head- 
ftrong, ungovernable youth. — - *. 

It was in fuch paroxyfins of difplea- 
fure that he prophefied misfortune to-Pe- 
regrine ; and even told him one morn- 
ing, that he had dreamed of the fhip- 
wreck of the two Eaft-Indiamen, on 
board of which he had hazarded his 
money. But this was no other than a 
falfe vifion; for in’a féw weeks one 
of them arrived at her moorings in the 
river, and he received a thoufand in 
lieu of eight hundred pounds, which he 
had lent upon bond to one of the mates. 
At the fame time he was informed, that 
the other fhip in which he was con- 
cerned had, tm all probability, loft her 
paffage for the feafon, by being unable 
to weather the Cape. He was not at 
all concerned at that piece of news, 
knowing, that the longer he fhould he 
out of his money, he would have’ the 
more intereft to receive; and finding’ 
his prefent difficulties removed by this 
fupply, his heart began to dilate, and 
his countenance to refume it’s former 
alacrity. nigh rt 

This ftate of exultation, however, 
was foon interrupted by a {mall acci-’ 
dent, which he could not forefee: he 
was vifited one morning by the perfon’ 
who had lent his friend a thoufand 
pounds on his fecurity, and given to° 
underftand;’ that the borrower had ab~ 
fconded, in confequence of a difappoint-° 


ment, by which he had loft the whole 


fum, and all hopes of retrieving it; fo 
that our hero was now liable for the 
debt, which he befought him to dif- 

charge according to the bond; that he 

(the lender) might not fuffer by his hu- 

manity. It may be eafily conceived that’ 
Peregrine did not receive this intelli. 
gence in cold blood. He curfed his~ 
own imprudence in contracting fuch en- 

gagements with an adventurer whom 

he did not fufficiently know. They ex- 

claimed againft the treachery of the pro- 

jestor; and having for fome .time in-* 
dulged his refentment in threats and im- 

precations, enquired into the nature’of- 
the fcheme which had mifcarried. 

The lender, who had informed hime” 
felf of the whole affair, gratified his cu- 
riofity in this particular, by telling him 
that the fugitive had been cajoled bya 
certain knight of the poft, who under. 
took to manage the thoufand pounds in. 

: fuch 
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fuch, a manner as-would, in-a very 
little time, make him perfe&ly inde- 

pendent ; and thus he delineated the 
' plan: © One half of the fum,’ faid he, 
© fhall be laid out in jewels, which I 
¢ will pawn to certain perfons of credit 
* andtortune, who: Jend money, upon 
¢ fuch pledges at, an exorbitant intereft.. 
« The other fhall be kept for relieving 
* them, fo that they may be again de- 
* pofited with a fecond fet of thofe 
* honourable ufurers; and when they 
¢ fhall have been circulated in this man- 
¢ ner through a variety of hands, we 
¢ will extort money from each of the 
¢ pawn-brokers, by threatening, them 
¢ with a publick profecution, for ex- 
¢ a€ting illegal intereft; and I know 
« that they ‘will bleed freely, rather 
¢ than be expofed to the infamy attend- 
* ing fuch an accufation.” The fcheme 
was feafible, and though not very ho- 
nourable, made fuch an impreffion upon 
the needy borrower that he affented to the 
propofal ; and, by our hero’s. credit, 
the money was raifed. The jewels were 
accordingly purchafed, pawned, reliev- 
ed, and re-pledged by the agent, who 
undertook to manage the whole affair; 
and fo judicioufly was the project exe- 
cuted, that he could have eafily proved 
each lender guilty of the charge. Hav- 
ing thus far fuccefsfully tranfaéted the 
bufinefs, this faithful agent vifited them 
feverally on his own account, to give 
them intimation, that his employer in- 
tended to fue them on the ftatute of 
ufury ; upon which, every one for him- 
felf bribed the informer to withdraw 


his evidence, by which alone he could. 


be convicted ; and having received thefe 
gratifications, he had thought proper to 
retreat into France with the whole boo- 
ty, including the original thoufand that 
put them in motion. In confequence of 
this decampment, the borrower had 
withdrawn himfelf; fo that the lender 
was obliged to have recourfe to his fe- 
cunity. 

This was a very mortifying account 
to our young gentleman, who in vain 
reminded the narrator of his promife, 
importing, that he would not demand 
the money, until he fhould be called to 
ah account by his ward; and obfervéd, 
that long before that period, the fugi- 
tive might appear and diicharge the debt. 
But the other was deaf to thefé remon- 
trances; alledging, that his promife was 
provifional, on the fuppofition that the 
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borrower would:.deal candidly and fairly 
that -he had ‘forfeited all title to his 
friendfhip and truft, by the fcandalous 
{cheme in which he had embarked; and 
that his treacherous flight from his fe- 
curity was no proof -of his honefty and 
intended return ; but on the contrary, a 
warning, -by which he (the lender) was 
taught ‘to take care of himéelf.. He 
therefore infifted upon his being indem- 
nified immediately, on pain of letting 
the law take it’s courfe ; and*Peregrine 
was actually obliged to, part with the 
whole fum he had fo lately received. 
But this payment was not made without 
extreme reluctance, indignation, and 
denunciation of eternal war againft the 
abfconder and therigid creditor, betwixt 
whom he fufpeéted fome collufion. 


C,H A'bP)-V1. 


CADWALLADER ACTS THE PART 
OF ACOMFORTERTOHIS FRIEND; 
AND IN HIS TURN IS CONSOLED 
BY PEREGRINE, WHO BEGINS TO 
FIND HIMSELF A MOST EGRE- 
GIOUS DUPE. 


HIS new misfortune, which he 
juftly charged to the account of 
his own folly, recalled his chagrin; and 
though he endeavoured with all his 
might to conceal the affair from the 
knowledge of Cadwallader, that prying 
obferver perceived his countenance over- 
caft. The projeftor’s fudden difap- 
pearance alarming his fufpicion, he ma- 
naged his enquiries with fo much art, 
that in a few days he made himéfelf ac- 
quainted with every particular of the 
tranfaction, and refolved to gratify his 
{fpleen at the expence of the impatient 
With this view, he took an op- 
portunity to accoft him with a very fe- 
rious air, faying, a friend of his had im= 
mediate occafion for a thoufand pounds, 
and as Peregrine had the exaé fum ly- 
ing by him, he would take it as a great 
favour, if he would part with it fora 
few months on undoubted fecurity. Had 
Pickle known the true motive of this 
demand, he would in all likelihood 
have made a very difagreeable an{wer ;) 
but Crabtree had wrapt himfelf up fo 
fecurely in the diffimulation of his fea- 
tures, that the youth could not poffibly — 
penetrate into his intention 5 and in the. 
moft galling fulpenfe replied, that the 
— 8 moncy 
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money was otherwife engaged.’ The mi-' 
apn not contented with this irrita-: 


tion, aflumed the prerogative of a friend, 


and queftioned” him fo.minutely-about: 


the difpofal of the.cafh, that after num- 


berlefs evafions, which coft him a world- 
of torture to, invent, he could contain his: 
vexation’ nu. longer, but exclaimed ina: 


rage, © Damn-your impertinence!. ’tis 


‘ gone to the devil, and that’s enough!’, 
—* Thereafter as it may be,’ faid the tor-- 


mentor, with.a mof provoking indiffe- 
rence of afpeét, < I fhould be glad; to 
© know upon what footing; for I fuppofe 
* you have fome expectation of advan- 
© tage from that quarter."—* *Sdeath, 


nn HR 


make intereft with you, for I. believe 


¢ from my foul, yoware one of it’s moft* 


¢ favoured minifters-upon’earth.” With 


leaving Cadwallader very-well fatisfied 
with the chaftifement-he- had beftowed. 
Peregrine having cooled -himielf with 
a folitary walk in the Park, during 
which. the violdnce of ,his choler gradu- 
ally evaporated, and. his reflection was 
called to,a-ferious-deliberation upon the 


order to obtain, fome finecure, which 


had fuftained.on their account.. He ac- 
nified his demand, after having told him, 
that he had fuffered feveral freth: loffes, 
which rendered an immediate provifion 
of, that-fort neceflary to his credit and 
fubfittence. : 

His noble friend commended him for 
the regard. he manifefted for his own in- 
tereft, which she. confidered as a proof 
of his being at .laft detached :from: the 


carelefs inadvertency of youths he ap: - 


proved of his demand, which he affured 


him fhould be faithfully. tranfmitted to 


the miniter, and -backed with all his 
influence; and encouraged his hope; by 
obferving, that fome. profitable: places 
were at-that time vacant, and, fo far as 
he knew, unengaged. 

This converfation helped toreftore the 
tranquillity of Pickle’s breaft, though 
he.. full harboured. refentment> againtt 
Cadwallader, on account of the lait in- 
fult; and on the inftant lie. formed a 
plan of revenge. He knew the mifan- 
thrope’s remittances from his eftate .in 
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the country ‘had-been of Jate very fean-: 
ty, in confequence of repairs-and bank-' 
ruptcies among his tenants: - fo that, int 
{pite of all his frugality, he had been’ 
but barely able to maintain his credit, 
and even that was engaged on. the‘ 
ftrength of his running-rent. Being: 


therefore intimately acquainted with the’ 
/ particulars of his fortune, he wrote a/ 


letter to Crabtree; fubfcribed with the 


name of his principal farmer’s, wife, im=> 
' porting, that her hufband being lately’ 
' dead, and the greateft:part‘of her’cattle* 
' deftroyed by the)infeftious: dilternper, ' 


fhe found: herfelf utterly incapable of 


> paying the rent which was due, or even' 
Sir! cried the impatient youth, < if I. 
had any expeétation from hell, I would: 


of keeping the farm, unlefs he would, 


out of his great goodnefs, be pleafed to 


give her fome afliftance, and allow her: 
to fit free for a twelvemonth to come. 


* This intimation he found means to‘ 
thefe words, he.flung out of.the room, ° 


convey by poft from a market-town ad- 


joining tothe farm, direéted in the ufual ’ 
* ftyle to the cynick, who feeing it ftamp-— 
» ped with the known marks; could not’ 


poffibly fufpe& any impofition. ° .° , 


Hacknied as -he was in’ the ways of 


life, and fteeled with his boafted ftoicifm, © 


> this epiftle threw: him into fuch amago-_ 
pofture of his aftairs, ,he refolved to re- - 
double his diligence and :importunity ° 
with. his patron, and the minifter, in - 


ny of vexation, that a double proportion 
of fouring was vifible in. his afpect, 


when he was vifitéd by the author, who ‘ 
- having obferved and followed the poft~ 
would indemnify him.for the damage he ° 


man ‘at a proper diftance, introduced a 


> converfation upon his own’ difappoint- | 
cordingly went to-hislordfhip, and figs ~ 


° ¥ 9 
ments, in which, among other circum- 


ftances of his own ill-luck, he told him, ° 


> that his patron’s fteward haddefired to be * 


excufed from paying the laft quarter of * 


his interefti:precrfely at the appointed 


-term; for which reafon, he fhould be * 


utterly void of ‘cath; and therefore’ re ° 
quetted that Crabtree would accommo. - 


- date him with an hundred pieces out of ' 


> his next remittance from the country. 


This demand galled'and perplexed the * 
old man to fuch a degree, that the muf- ° 


cles of his face aflumed a contra&tion * 
* peculiarly :virulent, ‘and * exhibited’ the ’ 


character of Diogenes with a moft lively 
expreffion ; he knew that a confeffion 
of his true fituation: would furnifh 


- s 


Pickle with an opportunity to make re- — 


prifals upon him, with intolerable tri- 
umph; and that, by-a‘downright re- 
fufal to fupply his wants, he would for 
ever forfeit his friendfhip and efteem, 
and might 
vengeance 


w 


- 


rovoke him to:take-ample ‘| 
for his fordid behaviour, by — 


expofing him, in/his native colours, to © 


the 


35. 


the refentment of thofe whom he had fo ‘-ter; and perhaps I might purchafe~ 


Jong deceived. Thefe confiderations 


kept him fome time ina moft rancorous ' 
flate of fufpenfe; which Peregrine af-' 


fe&ed to mifinterpret, by bidding him 
freely declare his fuipicion, if he did 


not think it fafe to comply with his re- ” 
gueft, and he would make fhift elfe-: 


where. ; ms 
- This feeming mifconftruction 1in- 


creafed the torture of the mifanthrope,.: 


who with the utmoft irritation of fea- 
ture, ‘ Oons!’ cried he, ¢ what vil- 
* lainy have you noted in my conduct, 
«that. you treat me like a rafcally 
‘ ufurer?”? Peregrine very gravely re- 
plied, that the queftion needed no an- 
fwer; * for,” faid he, ‘ had I confider- 
“.ed you as an ufurer, I would have 


« come with a fecurity under my arm; * 


‘ but, all evafion apart, will you ftead 
© me? will you pleafure me? fhall I 
“ have the money?’—-' Would it were 
« in your belly, with a barrel of gun- 


* powder!’ exclaimed the enraged cy-. 


nicks § fince J muft be excruciated, read 
“that; plaguy paper!—Sblood! why 
<didn’t nature clap a pair of long ears 
anda tail upon me, that I might be 
areal afs, and champ thiftles on fome 
common independent of my fellow- 
creatures? Would I were a worm, 
that I might creep into the earth, and 
thatch’ my habitation with a fingle 
Straw; or. rather a wafp or a viper, 
that I might make the rafcally world 
feel my refentment. But why do I talk 
of rafcality ? folly, folly, is the feourge 
of life! Give me a fcoundrel, (fo he 
be a fenfible one) and I will put him 
in my heart of hearts! but a fool is 
more mifchievous than famine, pefti- 
lence, and war. The idiotical hag 
‘that writes, or caufes to be writ, this 
fame letter, has ruined her family, and 
broke her hufband’s heart, by igno- 
rance and miimanagement ; and the 
imputes her calamity to Providence 
with a vengeance; and fo I am de- 
frauded of three hundred pounds, the 
greateft part of which I owe to tradef- 
men whom I have promifed to pay 
this-very quarter. Pox upon her! I 
would fhe were an horned beatft, that 
the diftemper might lay hold on her. 
The beldame has the impudence, too, 
(after fhe has brought me ito this 
dilemma) to folicit my afiiftance to 
© ftock the farm anew! Before God, I 
‘ havea good mind to fend her.an hal. 


e a 


tad 
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*- another for myfelf, but that I would 


‘© not furnifh food for laughter to knaves 


* and coxcombs !” 
Peregrine having perufed the billet, 


and liftened to this ejaculation, replied 


with great compofure, that he was 
afhamed to fee a man of his years and 
pretenfions to philofophy fo ruffled by 
a trifle. ‘ What fignify all the boafted 


‘ hardfhips you have overcome,’ faid~ 


he, ¢ and the threwd obfervations you 
pretend to have made on human na- 
ture? 
‘ference you affirm you have attained, 
if fuch a paltry difappointment can 
difturb you in this manner? What 


ww 


compared with the misfortunes which 
I myfelf have undergone within thefe 
two years? Yet you will take upon 


againft the impatience and impetuofity 


ed an abfolute conqueft over all the 
paffions ef the heart. You was fo 


affli€tion, by reproaching me with in- 
difcretion and mifconduét; fuppofe I 
were now to retort the imputation, 
and afk how a man of your profound 


the dilcretion of ignorant peafants? 


forefee the neceffity of repairs, toge- 
ther with the danger of bankruptcy, 
murrain, or thin crop? Why did not 
you convert your land into ready-mo- 
ney, and (as you have no connec- 
tions in life) purchafe an annuity, on 


eafe, without any fear of the confe- 
quence? Can’t you, from the whole 
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apophthegm to confole 
trivial mifchance?” 
‘ Rot your rapidity!’ faid the cynick, 
half choaked with gall; ¢ if the cancer 
or the pox were in your throat, I 
fhould not be thus tormented with 
your tongue: and yet a magpye fhall 
{peak infinitely more to the purpofe! 
‘Don’t you know, Mr. Wifeacre, that 
my cafe does not fall within the pro- 
vince of philofophy? Had I been cur- 
tailed of all my members, racked by 
the gout and gravel, deprived of hi- 
berty, roboed of an only child, or 
vifited with the death of a dear friend 


you for this 


rs eT 


“ like you, phiofophy might have con- 


* tributed 


Where is that ftoical indif- ° 


is the lofg of three hundred pounds, | 


you to aét the cenfor, and inveigh | 


budget of your philofophy, cull one” 


of youth, as if you yourfelf had gain- ’ 


kind as to infult me t’other day in my ' 


fagacity could leave your fortune at ° 


How could you be fo blind as not to * 


which you might have lived at your - 
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* tributed. to my confolation ; but will 
* philofophy pay my debts, or free me 
* from the burden of obligation: to a 
© fet of fellows whom I defpile?. Speak ! 
“« —pronounce-—-demonftrate—or may 
© Heaven clofe your mouth for ever!’ 

‘ Thefe are the comfortable fruits 
© of your mifanthropy,’ anfwered the 
youth‘ your laudable fcheme of de- 
‘ taching yourfelf from: the bonds of 
« fociety, and of moving in a fuperior 
¢ fphere of your own. . Had not you 


upen laughing at mankind, you could 
never have been difconcerted by fuch 
a pitiful inconvenience: any friend 
would have accommodated you, with 
the {um in queftion. But now the 
world may retort the laugh; for you 
ftand upon fuch an-agreeable footing 
with your acquaintance, that nothing 
could pleafe them better than an ac- 
countof your having given difappoint- 
ment the flip, by if help of a noofe 
properly applied. This I mention by 
way of bint, upon which I would 
have you chew the cud of refleétion; 
and ihould, it come to that iffue, I 
will ufe._ my whole intereft with the 
coroner to bring in his verdict Le- 
nacy, that your carcafe may have 
Chriftian burial 

So faying, he withdrew, very well 
fatisfied- with the revenge he had taken ; 
which operated fo violently upon Crab- 
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tree, that if it had not been for the 


fole confideration mentioned above, he 
would, in all probability, have had re- 
courfe to the remedy propofed. But his 
unwillingnefs to oblige and entertain 
his fellow-creatures, hindered him from 
practifing that expedient, till, by courfe 
of poft, he was happily undeceived with 
regard to the fituation of his affairs; and 
that information had fuch an effeé&t upon 
him, that he not only forgave our hero 
for the ftratagem, which he immediately 
afcribed to the right author, but alfo 
made him a tender of his purfe; fo that 
matters, for the prefent, were brought 
to an amicable accommodation. 
Meanwhile, Peregrine never flacked 
“in his attendance upon the great; he 
never omitted to appear upon every levee 
day, employed his induftry and pene- 
tration’ in getting intelligence of poits 
that were unfilled, and every day re- 
commended himfelf to the good offices 
of his’ patron, who feemed to efpoufe 
his intereft with great cordiality: never- 


been fo peculiarly fage, and intent | 
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thelefs, he was always too late in his 
application, or the place he demanded 
chanced to be out of the minitter’s gift. 

Thefe intimations, though commu-+ 
nicated in the moft warm profeffions. of 
friendfhip and regard, gave great um- 
brage to the young gentleman, who 


confidered them as the evafions of an 
 infincere courtier, and loudly complain= 


ed of them as fuch to his lordthip, fig- 
nifying, at the fame time, an intention 
to fell his mortgage for ready-money, 
which he would expend to the laft far- 
thing in thwarting his honour in the 
very firft eleétion he fhould patronize. 
His lordfhip never wanted a proper ex= 
hortation upon thefe occafions: he did 
not now endeavour to pacify him with 
affurances of the minifter’s favour, bee. 
caufe he perceived that thefe medicinés 
had, by repeated ufe, loft their effe& 
upon our adventurer, whofe menaces he 
now, combated, by reprefenting that the 
minifter’s purfe was heavier. than that of 
Mr. Pickle; that therefore, fhould he 
make a point of oppofing his intereft, 
the youth mutt infallibly fail in thé Con= 
teft; in which cafe he would find -him- 
felf utterly deftitute of the means of 
fubfiftence, and confequently precluded 
from all hope of provifion. L 

This was an obfervation, the truth of 
which our young gentleman could not 
pretend to doubt, though it did not at 
all tend to the vindication of his ho- 
nour’s conduct. Indeed, Pickle began 
to fufpeé the fincerity of his own patron, 
who, in his opinion, had trifled with his 
impatience, and even eluded, by forry 
excufes, his defiré of having another 
private audience of the firft mover. His 
lordfhip alfo began to be lefs acceffible 
than ufual; and Peregrine had been 
obliged to dun the fteward with repeat- 
ed demands, before he could finger the 
lat quarter of his intereft. 

Alarmed by thefe confiderations, he 
went and confulted the nobleman whom 
he had obliged in the affair of his for; 
and had the mortification to hear but a 
very indifferent charaéter of the perfon 
in whom he had fo long confided. This 
new advifer, who (though a courtier) 
was a rival of the other, gave our ad- 
venturer to uriderftand, that he had been 
leaning upon a broken reed; that his 
profefied patron was a mah of a fhattered 
fortune and decayed intereft, which ex- 
tended no farther than a fmile and a 
whifper; that, for his own, part, he 

Mey fhould 
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ea 
hiould haye been proyd of an opportu- 
®ity to"ufe his influente with the mini- 
‘fer in behalf of Mr. Pickle: ©‘ But, 
* fince you have put yourfelf under the 
‘protection of another peer,” faid he, 
4 whofe connections interfere with thine, 
“4-T cannot now efpoufe your caufe, 
‘without incurring the imputation of 
® feducing that nobleman’s adherents ; 
‘*.a charge whieh, of all others, I would 
} mott carefully avoid. However, I 
fhall always be ready toaffitt you with 
my private advice; as a fpecimen of 
‘which, I now counfel you to infitt up- 
. on having another interview with Sir 
“Steady Steerwell himielf; that you may 
in perfon explain: your pretenfons, 
without any rifk of being mifrepre- 
‘fented; and endeavour, if poffible, to 
‘draw him into fome particular promife, 
‘from’ which he cannot retra€t with 
any regard to his reputation: for ge- 
neral” profeffion is:a neceflary armour 
worn by all minifters in their own de- 
fence, again{t the importunity of thofe 
-whom they will not befriend, and 
would not difoblige.? - 

“This advice was fo conformable to 
his own ‘fentiments, that our adventurer 
feized the firft opportunity to demand 
an hearing; and plainly told his pa- 
tron, that if he could not be indulged 
“with that favour, he fhould look upon 
his lordfhip’s influence to be very fmall, 
and his own hopes to be altogether def- 
-perate; in which cafe, he was refolved 
to difpofe of the mortgage, purchafe an 
annuity, and live indeperident. 
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HE 1S INDULGED WITH A SECOND 
AUDIENCE BY THE MINISTER, 
OF’ WHOSE SINCERITY HE IS 

«. CONVINCED. HIS PRIDE AND 
AMBITION REVIVE, AND AGAIN 
ARE MORTIFIED. 


[; the young gentleman's money had 
A been in other hands, perhaps the 
peer would have been at very little pains, 
either in gratifying his demand, or op- 
poling his revenge; but he knew that 
the fale of the mortgage could not be 
eflected without an enquiry, to which 
he did not wifh to be expofed. He 
therefore employed all his intereft in 
procuring the folicited audience. This 
being granted, Peregrine, with great 
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warmth and elocution, expatiated upog 
the injury his fortune had fuffered in the 
affair of the borough for which he had 
ftood candidate; he took notice of the 
difappointment he had fuftained in the 
other eleStion, reminded him of the pro- 
mifes with which he had been amufed, 
and in conclufion, defired to know what 
he had to éxpect from his favour. 
_ The minifter having patiently heard 
‘him to an end, replied with a*mott gra- 
cious afpect, that he was very well in- 
‘formed of his merit and attachment, and 
very much difpofed to convince him of 
the regard which he paid to both; that, 
till of late, he did not know the nature 
of ltis expeétations, neither had he the 
power of creating pofts for thofe whom 
“he was inclined to ferve; but if Mr. 
‘Pickle would chalk out any feafible me- 
thod, by which he could manifeft his 
fentiments of friendfhip, he fhould not 
be backward in executing the plan. _ 
' Peregrine laying hold on this decla- 
‘ration; mentioned feveral places which 
he knew to be vacant; but the old eva-~ 
‘fion was ftill ufed: one of them was 
not in his department of bufinefs; an- 
other had been promifed to the third fon 
of acertain earl, before the death of the 
laft poffeffor; and a third was incum- 
bered with a penfion that ate up a good 
half of the appointments. In fhort, 
fuch obftru€tions were ftarted to all his 
-propofals, as he could not poffibly fur- 
mount; though he plainly perceived, 
they were no other than fpecious pre- 
texts to cover the mortifying fide of a 
refufal. Exafperated, therefore, at this 
lack of fincerity and gratitude, ¢ I can 
“ eafily forefee,’ faid he, ‘ that fuch 
‘ difficulties will never be wanting,when 
‘ I have any thing to afk; and for that 
« reafon will fave myfelf the trouble of 
* any farther application.”” So faying, 
he withdrew in a very abrupt manner, 
breathing defiance and revenge. But 
his patron, who did not think proper to 
drive him to extremities, found means 
to perfiiade his honour to do fomething 
for the pacification of the young man’s 
choler: and that fame evening our ad- 
venturer received a meflage from his 
lordflip, defiring to fee him immediately. 
In confequence of this intimation, 
Pickle went to his houfe, and appeared 
before him with a very cloudy afpect, 
which fignified to whom it might con- 
cern, that his temper was. at prefent 
too much galled to endure reproof; and 
m therefore 
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therefore the fagacious’ peer forbore 
taking him to tafk for his behaviour 
during the audience he had obtained;, 
but gave him to underftand, that the. 
minifter, in confideration of his fer- 
vices, had fent him a bank-note of three 
hundred pounds, with a promife of the: 
like fum yearly, until he could be other-- 
wife provided for. ‘This declaration in 
fome meafure appeafed the youth, who 
condefcended to accept the prefent; and 
next levee-day made his acknowledg-. 
ment to the donor, who favoured him 
with a fmile of infinite complacency, 
which entirely diffipated all the remains 
of his refentment; for, as he could not. 
poflibly divine the true caufe of his be- 
ing temporized with, he looked upon, 
this condefcenfion as an undoubted proof 
of Sir Steady’s fincerity, and firmly be-, 
lieved that he would fettle him in fome. 
place with the firft opportunity, rather, 
than continue to pay this penfion out of. 
his own pocket. In all probability, 
his prediétion would have been verified, , 
had not an unforefeen accident in amo-. 
ment overwhelmed the bark of his in- 
tereft at court. - nao 
Meanwhile, this fhort gleam of good 
fortune recalled the ideas of pride and 
ambition, which he had formerly che-, 
rifhed. His countenance was again lift- 
ed up, his good-humour retrieved, and 
his mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began. 
to be confidered as a rifing man by his 
fellow-dependents, who {aw the parti-, 
cular notice with which he was favour- 
ed at the publick levee; and fome. of, 
them, for that reafon, were at pains to 
court his good graces. He no longer 
fhunned his former intimates, with whom 
a good part of his fortune liad been fpent, 
but made up to them in all places of 
publick refort, with the fame eafe and 
familiarity as he had been ufed to ex- 
prefs, and even re-embarked in fome of 
their exceffes, upon the ftrength of his 
fanguine expectation. Cadwallader and 
he renewed their confultations in the 
court of ridicule; and divers exploits 
were atchieved, to the confufion of thofe 
who had failed into the North of their 
aifpleafure. é 
But thefe enjoyments were foon in- 
terrupted by a misfortune equally fatal 
and unexpected: his noble patron was 
feized with an apoplectick fit, from 
which he was recovered by the phyfi- 
cians, that they might difpatch him ac- , 
cording to rule; and, in two months’ 


after they were called, he went, the way. 
of all fleh. Peregrine was very — 
afflicted at this event, not, only on ac+ 
count of his:friendfhip for the deceafed, ; 
to whom he thought himf(lf, under many, 
and great obligations, but alfo, becaule: 
he feared that his own intereft would, 
fuffer,a fevere fhock, by the-removal.of, 
this nobleman, whom he confidered: as, 
it’s chief fupport. He put, himfelfthere-+ 
fore in mourning, out of regard to the. 
memory of his departed friend, and ex- 
hibited genuine marks of.;forrow, and. 
concern; though:.he had, in reality, 
more caufe to grieve than heas yet.ima-> 
gineds os |; : Net Miners 
-When quarter-day came about,: he. 
applied to the fteward of his lordfhip’s. 
heir for the intereft.of his money jas., 
ufual; and the-reader will readily own he: 
had fome reafon to be furprized, when he, 
was told he had no claim either to prin-, 
cipal or intereft. .Trueitis, the mana-, 
ger talked very civilly as well as fenfi-. 
bly upon the fubject. § Your appear- 
© ance, Sir,’ faid he to Pickle, § {creens, 
you from.all fufpicion of an intended 
‘ fraud; but,the mortgage. upon thofe, 
‘ lands you_mention, was granted to, 
‘ another perfon many years before you, 
‘ pretend to have lent that fum; and.T 
“have this very ‘morning paid one 
‘ quarter's intereft, as appears from. this, 
‘ receipt, which you. may. perufe for. 
¢ you fatisfaétion.’ on rai 
‘Peregrine was fo thuader-ftruck at: 
this information, which ftripped him of; 
his all, that he could not utter one word; : 
a circumftance that did no great honour, 
to his charagter, in the opinion of the; 
fteward; who, in good earneft, began. 
to entertain fome doubts of his integrity :° 
for, among the papers of the deceafed, . 
which he had examined, there. was no, 
writing, memorandum, or receipt, re=, 
lating to this incumbrance. After a: 
long paufe of ftupefaction, Peregrine re-. 
collected himfelf fo far as to obferve, 
that either he was égregioufly miftaken,: 
or the predeceffor of his lord the greateft . 
villain upon earth. § But, Mr. What-.. 
« d'ye-call-um,’ faid he, ¢ you mutt give 
¢ me leave to tell you, that your bare. 
-affertion, in this affair, will by no 
means induce me to put up quietly. 
with the lofs of ten thoufand pounds.’ . 
Having thus expreifed himielf, he re- 
tired from the houfe fo difcontented at 
this demur, that he fcarce knew whether "| 
he moved upon his head or heels; and 
Yy2 the 
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the Park chancing to lie in his way, 
he fauntered abouf, giving yent to a 
foliloquy in praife of his departed friend, 
the burden of'which was a ftring of 
incoherent curfes imprecated upon him- 
felf;"til] his tranfports, by degrees giv- 
ing way to his refle€tion, he deliberated 
ferioufly and forrowfully upon his mis-' 
fortune, and refolved to confult lawyers. 
without lofs of time. But, firft of all, 


he propofed to make perfonal ‘applica-* 


tion to'the Heir; who, by a candid re- 
prefentation of the cafe, might be in-. 
clined‘to’do him juftice, =. * 

“Tn ‘confequence of this determination, 
he next morning put his' writings in his 
pocket, and went in a chair to the houfe- 
of the young nobleman, to whom being 
admitted by virtue of his appearance, 
and a’fmall gratification to the porter, 
he explained the whole affair, corrobo-’ 
rating his ‘affertions with the papers 
which ‘he produced, and defcribing the 
difgrace that would *beentailed upon’ 
the memory of the deceafed, fhould he 
be ‘obliged. to feek redrefs in a publick, 
pint OF juice. Cyr mer Fh er 

‘The executor, who was a perfon of 
good-breeding, condoled ‘him upon his 
Jofs ‘with great good-nature, though he, 
did ‘not feem much ‘fijrprized at his ac- 
count of the matter; bat withed that, 
fince the fraud muft have beén commit-. 
ted, the damage had fallen upon the firft 


mortgager, who (he faid) was a thievith, 


ufurer, grown rich by the diftreffes of 
his fellow creatures.” In anfwer to our. 
hero's remonttrances, ,he obferved,, that: 
he did not look upon hiinfelf ‘as obliged 


to pay the lealt regard to the charaétet of” 


his predeceffor, who'had ufed hitn with’ 
great’ barbarity and injuftice, not only 
wn excluding him from his countenance. 


and affiftance, but alfo in prejudicing™ 
his inheritance’ as*much as lay in his. 
ower; fo that it could not he reafona-- 
ly ‘expe&ted that -he would pay ten, 


thoufand pounds of his debt, for which 
he had received no value. | Peregrine, in 
fpite of his chagrin, could not help 
owning within himfelf,’ that there was 
a good deal of reafon in this refufal. 


After having given foofe to his indigna- 


tion, in the moft violent inveétives a- 


gainft the defun&t, he took His leave of , 


the complaifant heir, and had immedi- 
ate recourfe.to the advice of counfel, 
who affured him, that he had an excel- 
Jent plea, and was accordingly retained 
in the caufe, . 
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_All thefe meafures were taken in the 
firft vigour of his exertion, during which 
his {pirits were fo flaftered’ with the di- 
verfity of paffions produced by his mif- 
chance, that he miltook for equanimity 
that which was no other thax jntoxica- 
tion; and two whole days élapfed before 
he attained a due fenfe of his misfortune. 
Then, indeed, he undérwent a woeful 
felf-examination ; every circumftance of 
the enquiry added frefh pangs to his re- 
fle€tion’; and the refult of the whole was’ 
a difcovery, that his fortyne was total - 
ly confumed, and himfelf reduced to a’ 
ftate of the moft deplorable dépendence. 
This figecttion alone might (in the an- 
guifh of his defpondency) have driven 
him to fome defperate.courfe, had not it 
been in fome meafure qualified by the 
confidence of his’ lawyers, and the af- 
furanee of the minifter, which (flender 
as the World hath generally found them) 
were the only bulwarks between mifery 
and him, ws _— 

* The mind is*naturally pliable, and, 
provided it has the leaft hope to lean up- 
on, adapts itfelf wonderfully to theemer- 
gencies of fortune; efpecially when the 
imagination is gay and luxutiant. This’ 
was:the cafe with our adventurer ; in-, 
ftead of indulging the melancholy ideas 
which’ his tofs infpired, he had recourfé’ 
to the flattering delufions of hope, footh- 
ing himfelf ‘ich Unfitettadtl pals of 
futpre. greatnefs, and endeavouring to. 
cover what was paffed with the vel of 
oblivion. * tal ve 
~ Aftér fome hefitation,’ he refolved to 
make Crabtree acquainted with his mis~- 
fortune, that once for alt he might pafs 
the ardeal of his fatire, without fubjegé- 
ing himfelf to a tong feries of farcaftick 
hints and doubtful allufidris, which he 
could notendure. He accotdingly took 
the firft oppottunity of tel}ing him, that 
he was abfolutely ruihed by the perfidy 
of his patron, and defired that he would 
not aggravate his affliétion, by thofe. 
cynical remarks which were peculiar ta 
men of his mifanthropical ifpofition, 
Cadwallader liftened to this declaration 
with internal furprize; which, however, 
produced ‘no alteration in his countes 
nance; and after fome paufe, obferved, ” 
thut our hero had no reafon te look for, 
any new obfervation from him upon this 
event, which he had long’ forefeen, and, 
daily “expeéted ; and exhorted him, with 
an ironical fheer, to confole himfelt wit 
the promife of thé minifter, who wou 
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doubtlefs difcharge the debts of his de- 
ceafed bofom-friend.. 
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did not appear in the title-page of this 
production, he .managed matters fo, as 
that the work was univerfally imputed.to 


. the true author, ‘who was not altogether: 


CHAP. VIII. 


PEREGRINE COMMITS HIMSELF TO 

* THE PUBLICK, ANDIS ADMITTED 
MEMBER OF A COLLEGE OF AU- 
THORS. 


HE bitternefs of this explanation 
A being pafled, our young gentle- 
man began to revolve within himifelf 
f{chemes for making up the deficiencies 
of his yearly income, which was now 
fo grievoufly. reduced, and detemined 
to profit, in fome fhape or other, by. 


thofe talents which he owed to nature . 


and education. He had, in his affluence, 
heard of feveral authors who, without 
any pretenfions to genius or human lite- 
rature, earned a very genteel fubfiftence, 
by undertaking work for book({ellers, in 
which reputation was not at all con- 
cerned. One (for example) profefled 
all manner of tranflation, at fo much 
per fheet, and actually kept five or fix: 
amanuenfes continually employed, like. 
fo many clerks in a compting-houle; 
by which means. he was enabled to live 
at his eafe, and enjoy his friend and his 
bottle, ambitious of no other character 
than that of an honeft man and a good. 
neighbour. Another projected a varicty 
of plans for new diétionaries,which were 
excuted under his eye by day-labourers ; 
and the province of a third was hiftory 
and voyages, colleéted or abridged by 
underftrappers of the fame clafs. 

Mr. Pickle, in his comparifons, paid 
fuch deference to his own capacity, as 
banifhed all doubts of his being able to 
excel any of thofe undertakers in their 
different branches of profeffion, if ever, 
he thould be driven to that experiment : 
but his ambition prompted him to make 
his interelt and glory coincide, by at-., 
tempting fome performance which fhould 
do him honour with the publick, and at 
the fame time eftablifh his importance a- 
mong the copy-purchafers in town. With 
this view he worfhipped the mufe; and, 
confcious of the little regard which is, 
in this age, paid to every f{pecies of 

octick compofition, in which neither 
fatire nor ob{cenity occurs, he produced 
an imitation of Juvenal, and lafhed fome 
con{picuous characters, with equal truth, 


Spirit, and {eyerity. ‘Though his name 


wo 


difappointed in his expeétations of fuc-- 
ceis ; for the inapreffion was immediate- 
ly fold off, and the piece became the, 
fubjeét of converfation in all affemblies 
of tatte. , 
This happy exordium not only at- 
tracted the addrefles of the bookfellers, 
who made intereft for his acquaintance, 
but alfo rouzed the notice of a fociety, 
of authors, who ftyled themfelves zhe 
college, from which he was honoured 
with a deputation, offering to enrol him, 
a member, by unanimous confent. The. 
perfon employed for this purpofe being 
a bard who had formerly tafted of our. 
hero’s bounty, ufed all his eloquence to. 
perfuade him to comply with the ad- 
vances of their fraternity, which he de-. 
{cribed in fuch a manner, as inflamed, 
the curiofity of Pickle, who difmiffed 
the ambaflador, with an acknowledg-. 
ment of the great honour they conferred 
upon hin, and a faithful promife of en- 
deavouring to merit the continuance of, 
their approbation. a: 
He was afterwards, by the fame mi-, 
nilter, inftru€ted in, the ceremonies of, 
the college; and, “in confequence of his. 
information, compofed an Ode, to be 
publickly recited on the evening of his. 
introduction. He underttuod, that this, 
conititution was no other.than a body. 
of authors, incorporated by mutual con- 
fent. for their joint advantage and fatis-. 
faction, oppoled to another affembly of. 
the fame kind, their avowed enemies. 
and detragtors., No wonder, then, that: 
they fought to ftrengthen themf{elves. 
with fuch, a valuable acquifition as our, 
hero was like to prove. The college, 
confifted of authors only, and thefe of 
all degrees in point of reputation, from 
the fabricator of a fong fet to mufick 
and fung at Marybone, to the drama- 
tick bard who had appeared in busking, 
upon the flage: nay, one of the mem-. 
bers had aétually finifhed eight books of 
an epick poem, for the publication of 
which he was at that time foliciting fube. 
fcriptions. : 
It cannot be fuppofed that fuch.a cone. 
gregation of the fons of Apollo would 
fit a whole evening with order and des 
corum unlefs they were under the check 
of fome eftablifhed authority: and this 
inconvenience having been forefeen, rh 
ha 
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had elected a prefident, vefted with full 
power to filence any member or mem- 
bers, that fhould attempt to difturb the 
harmony and fubordination of the whole. 
The fage who at this time pofieffed 


the chair, was a perfon in years, whofe’ 


countenance was a lively portrait of 
that rancorous ‘difcontent which follows 
repeated damnation. He had been ex- 
tremely unfortunate in his theatrical 
produétions, and was (to ufe the words 
of a profane wag, who affifted at the 


condemnation of his laft play) by this‘ 


time damned beyond redemption. Ne- 
verthelefs, he ftili tarried about the fkirts 
of Parnaffus, tranflating fome of the 
clafficks, and writing mifcellanies ; and, 
by dint of an invincible affurance, fu- 
percilious infolence, the moft undaunted 
virulence ‘of tongue, and fome know- 
ledge of life, he made fhift to acquire 
and maintain the charaéter of a man of 
Jearning and wit, in the opinion of peo- 
ple’ who had neither; that is, thirty- 
nine in forty of thofe with whom he af- 
fociated himfelf. He was even looked 
upon in this light by fome few of the 
college; though the major'part of thofe 
who favoured his eleétion were fuch as 
dréaded his malice, refpe&ted his experi- 


’ 


ence and feniority,' or hated his compe-* 


titor, who'was the epick poet. 
‘The chief end of this fociety (as I have 
already hinted) was to affiftand fupport 


each other in their produtions, which‘ 


they mutually recommended to fale, with, 
all their art and influence, not only in 
private converfation, but alfo in occa- 
fional epigrams, criticifms, and adver- 
tifements, inferted in the publick papers.’ 
This f{cience, which is known by the 
vulgar appellation of puffing, they carried 
to fuch a pitch of finefle, that an author 
very often wrote an abufive anfwer to 
his own performance, in order to inflame 
the curiofity ‘of the town, by which it 
had heen overlooked. Notwithftanding 
this general unanimity in the college, a 
private animofity had long fubfifted be- 
tween the two rivals I have mentioned, 
on account of precedence, to which both 
jaid claim, though by a majority of 
votes it had been decided in favour cf 
the prefent chairman. Thegrudge, in- 
deed, never proceeded to any degree of 
outrage or defiance, but manifefted it- 
felf at every meeting, in attempts to 
eclipfe each other in fmart fayings and 
pregnant repartee ; fo that there was al- 
ways a delicate mafe of this kind of wit 
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ferved up in the front of the evening,” 
for the entertainment and example of” 
the junior members, who never failed 
to divide upon this,occafion, declaring 
themfelves for one or other of the com- 
batants, whom they encouraged by their. 
looks, geftures, and applaufe, according 
.to the circumftances of thedifpute. _ 
~“This honourable ‘confiftory was held 
in the beft room of an ale-houfe, which 
afforded wine, punch, or beer, fuitable 
to the purfe or inclination of every in- 
dividual, who feparately paid for his 
own choice: and here was our hero in- 
troduced, in the midft of twenty ftran- 
gers, who, by their looks and equipage,’ 
formed a very piéturt{que variety. He 
was received with a moft gracious fo- 
lemnity, and placed upon the right- 
hand of the prefident, who having com- 
manded filence, recited aloud his intro-- 
dudtory Ode, which met with univerfal’ 
approbation. ‘Then was tendered to 
him the cuftomary oath, obliging him 
to confult the honour and advantage of 
the fociety as far as it fhould lie in his’ 
power, in every ftation of life; and this’ 
being taken, his temples were bound 
with a wreath of laurel, which was kept’ 
facred for fuch inauguration. | 

When thefe rites were performed with 
all due ceremony, the new member caft 
his eyes around the place, and took a 
more accurate furvey of his brethren ;' 
among whom he obferved a ftrange 
collection of periwigs, with regard’ 
to the. colour, fafhions, and dimen- 
fions, which were fuch as he had never’ 
feen before. Thofe who fat on each’ 
fide, neareft the prefident, were general- 
ly ‘diftinguifhed by venerable tyes, the. 
foretops of which exhibited a furprizing: 
diverfity; fome of them rofe flanting 
backwards, like the glacis of a fortifi- 
cation; fome were ‘elevated in two di-’ 
ftinét eminences, like the hills Helicon 
and Parnaffus ; and others were curled 
and reflected, as the horns of Jupiter 
Ammon. Next to thefe, the majors 
took place, many of which were mere’ 
fuccedanea, made by the application of 
an occafional rofe to the tail of a lank 
bob; and in the Jower form appeared’ 
mafies of hair which would admit of 
no defcription. 

Their cloaths were tolerably welt 
fuited to the furniture of their heads, 
the apparel of the upper-bench being 
decent and clean, while that of the 
cond elafs .was threadbare and foilec : 

an 
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ynd-at the lower end of the room, he: 
perceived divers efforts made to conceal 
their rent breeches and dirty linen: nay, 
he could diftinguifh by their’ counte- 
nances, the different kinds of poetry in’ 
which they exercifed the mufe; he faw 
Tragedy confpicuous in a grave folemni- 
ty of regard; Satire louring in a frown 
of envy and difcontent; Elegy whining 
in a funeral afpect ; Paftoral dozing in 
a moft infipid languor of face; Ode-. 
writing delineated in a diftracted ftare ; 
and Epigram fquinting with a pert 
{neer. Perhaps our hero refined too 
much in his penetration, when he af- 
firmed, that over and above thefe dif- 
coveries, he could plainly perceive the 
ftate of every one’s finances, and would 
have undertaken to have gueffed each 
particular fum, without varying three 
farthings from the truth. , 


The converfation, inftead of becom-., 


ing general, began to fall into parties ; 
and the epic poet had actually attracted 
the attention of a private committee, 
when the chairman interpofed, calling 
aloud, ‘ No cabals! no confpiracies, 
* gentlemen!’ His rival thinking it in- 
cumbent upon him to make fome reply 
to this rebuke, anfwered, * We have 
* no fecrets; he that hath ears, let him 
‘ hear.’ This was {poke as an intima- 
tion to the company, whofe looks were 
inftantly whetted with the expectation 
of their ordinary meal: but the prefi- 
dent feemed to decline the conteft ; for, 
without putting on his fighting face, he 
calmly replied, that he had feen Mr. 
Metaphor tip the wink, and whifper to 
one of his confederates, and thence 
judged that there was fomething myfte- 
rious on the carpet. 

The epick poet, believing his antago- 
nift creft-fallen, refolved to take the 
advantage of his dejeétion, that he might 
enhance his own character in the opi- 
union of the ftranger; and with that 
view afked, with an air of exultation, 
if a man might not be allowed to havea 


’ gonvulfion in his eye, without being 


fufpeéted of a confpiracy. ‘The prefi- 
dent perceiving his drift, and piqued at 
his prefumption, * To be fure,’ faid he, 
‘ aman of a weak head may be very 
© well furppofed to have convuliions in 
‘ hiseyes.’ This repartee produced a. 
laugh of triumph among the chairman’s 
adherents ; one of whom obferved, that. 


his rival had got a {mart rap on the ~ 


pate, * Yes,” replied the bard, in that: 


= : 
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‘ refpec&t Mr, Chairman has the advan-, 
‘ tage of me. Had my head been for- 
‘ tified with a horn-work, I fhould not 
‘ have been fo fenfible of: the ftroke.” 
This retort, which carried a fevere al- 
lufion to the prefident’s wife, lighted- 
up the countenances of the aggreffor’s 
friends, which had begun to be a little, 
obumbrated; and had a contrary ef+ 
fe&t upon the other fa&tion, till their 
chief, colleéting all his capacity, re- 
turned the falute, by obferving, that. 
there was no occafion for an horn-work,- 
when the covered-way was not worth, 
defending. . 

Such a reprifal upon Mr. Metaphor's 
yoke-fellow, who was by no means 
remarkable for her beauty, could not 
fail to operate upon the hearers; and, 
as for the bard himfelf, he was evidently 


> ruffied by the reflection; to which how- 


ever he, without hefitation, replied,’ 
‘ Egad! *tis my opinion, that if your . 
‘ covered-way was laid open, few peo-. 
* ple would venture to give the affault.” 
—‘ Not unlefs their batteries were more 
‘ effe&tual than the fire of your wit,’. 
faid the prefident. ¢ As for that mate 
ter,’ cried the other with precipitation, 
they would have no occafion to batter 
in breach 3 they,would find the angle, 
of the /apucel/e baftion demolifhed to 
their hands: He! hel—* But I be- 
lieve it,would furpafs your under- 
ftanding,’ refumed the chairman, ‘ to 
fill up the fo/sé.—* That, I own, is. 
impracticable,’ replied the bard, ‘there 
© I fthould meet with an Aiatus maxime. 
© deflendus 
. The prefident, exafperated at this in-- 
finuatien, in prefence of the new mem- 
ber, exclaimed with indignation in his 
looks, ‘ And yet, if a body of pioneers 
¢ were fet at work upon your fkull, they 
‘ would find rubbifh enough to choak. 
« up all the common-fewers in town.” 
Here a groan was uttered by the ad- 
mirers of the epick poet; who, taking a 
pinch of {nuff with great compofure, 
‘ When a man grows {currilous,’ faid 
he, ‘I take it for an undoubted proof 
© of his overthrow.’——* 1f that be the 
‘ cafe, cried the other, * you yourfelf 
© mu(t be the vanquithed party; for you 
‘ was the firft that was driven to per- 
* fonal abufe.”—* I appeal,’ anfwered 
the bard, ‘to thofe who can diftinguith. 
* Gentlemen, your judgment ?” 
This reference produced an univerfal 
clamour, and the whole college was in-. 
‘ volved 
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volved in confufion. Every-man entered 


into difpute with his neighbour on the 


merits of this caufe. ‘The chairman. 
interpefed his authority in vain; the 
noife grew louder and louder}; the dif- 

utants waxed warm ; the epithets of 
blockhead, fool, and fcoundrel, were 
bandied about. Peregrine enjoyed the 
uproar, and Jeaping upon the table, 
founded the charge to battle, which was 
immediately commenced in ten different 
duels. «The lights were extinguifhed ; 
the combatants threfhed one another 
without diftingtion; the mifchievous 
Pickle diftributed fundry random blows 
in the dark; and the people below, be- 
ing alarmed with the found of applica- 
tion, the overturning of chairs, and the 
outcries of thofe who were engaged, Came: 
up ftaixs in a body with lights, to re- 
connoitre, and, if poffible, quell this 
hideous tumult. 

Obje€&ts were no fooner rendered vi- 
fible, than the field of battle exhibited’ 
ftrange groupes of the ftanding and the 
fallen. Each of Mr. Metaphor’s eyes 
weré furrounded with a circle of a lived 
hue; and the prefident’s nofe diftilled a 
quantity of clotted blood. One of the 
tragick authors, finding himfelf affault- 
ed in the dark, had, by way of a po- 
niard, employed upon his adverfary’s 
throat a knife which lay upon the table, 
for the convenience of cutting cheefe ; 
but, by the blefling of God, the edge 
of it was not keen enough to enter the 
fkin, which it had only fcratched in 
divers places. A fatirift had almoft bit 
off the ear of a lyrick bard. Shirts and” 
neckcloths were torn to rags; and there 
was fuch a woeful wreck of periwigs on 
the floor, that no examination could ad- 
jutt the property of the owners, the 
greateft part of whom were obliged to 


ufe handkerchiefs by way of night-cap.” 


The fray, however, ceafed at the ap- 
proach of thofe who interpofed; part of 
the combatants being tired of ani exer- 
cife in which they had received nothing 


but hard blows; part of them being. 


intimidated by the remonftrances of the 
landlord and his company, who threat- 
ened to call the watch; anda very few 
being afhamed of the fcandalous difpute 
in which they weredetected. But though 
the battle was ended, it was impoflible, 
for that evening, to reitore harmony and 


good order to the fociety, which broke’ 


up, after the prefident had pronounced 
a fhort'and confuled apology to our ad- 
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venturer, for the indecent uproar which 
had unfortunately happened on the firfé 
night of his admiffion. , 

Indeed, Peregrine deliberated with 
himfelf, whether or not his reputation 
would allow him to appear again among 
this venerable fraternity: but, as he 
knew fome of them to be men of reat 
genius, how ridiculous foever their car- 
riage might be modified, and was of 
that laughing difpofition, which is al- 
ways feeking food for mirth, as Horace 
obferves of Philippus, 


Rifus undigue querit 5 


he refolved to frequent the college, nét- 
withftanding this accident which hap- 
pened at his inauguration ; being there» 
to, moreover, induced by his defire of 
knowing the private hiftory of the ftage, 
with which he fuppofed fome of the 
members perfectly well acquainted. He 
was alfo vifited, before the next meet- 
ing, by his introduétor, who affured 
him, that fuch a tumult had never hap- 
pened fince the firft inftitution of the 
affembly till that very night; and pro- 
mifed, that for the future he fhould have 
nto caufé to be f{candalized at their be- 
haviour. Fe 

Perfuaded by thefe motives and af- 
furances, he trufted himfelf once more 
in the midft of their community, and 
every thing proceeded with great deco- 
rum; all difpute and altercation was 
avoided; and the college applied itfelf 
ferioufly to the purpofes of it’s meeting, 
namely, to hear the grievances of indi- 
viduals, and affitt them with falutary’ 
advice. The firft perfon that craved 
redrefs, was a noify North Briton, who 
complained (in a ftrange dialeét) that 
he had, in the beginning of the feafon, 
prefented a comedy to the manager of a 
certain theatre; who, after it had lain fix 
weeks in his hands, returned it to the 
author, affirming there was neither fenfe 
nor Englifh in the performance. 

The prefident (who, by the bye, had 
revifed the piece) thinking his own re- 
putation concerned, declared, in pre- 
fence of the whole fociety, that with re- 
gard to fenfe, he would not undertake 
tv vindicate the produétion; but, in 
point of language, no fault could be 
juftly laid to it's charge: * The cafe, 
* however, is very plain,’ faid he, ¢ the 
‘ manager never gave himfelf the trou- 
6 ble to perufé the: play, but formed a 
; * judg- 


PEREGRINE’ PICKLE.” 


judgment of it from the converfation ’ 
of the author, never dreaming that-it 
had undergone the revifal of an Eng-’ 
lifh writer; be that as it will, you are’ 
infinitely obliged to him for having’ 
difpatched you fo foon, and I fhall’ 
have the better opinion of him for it as‘ 
long as I live; for I have known 
otherguife authors than you (that is, 
in point of intereft and fame) kept in’ 
continual attendance and dependance 
the beft part of their lives, and after 
all,’ difappointed in the: expectation 
of feeing their performances exhibited 
_on the ftage.’ j _? 
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HIS affair was no fooner difcuffed;’ 

4 than another gentleman exhibited’ 

acomplaint, fignifying, that he had un-* 
dertaken to tranflate into Englifh a cer- 
tain celebrated author, who had been’ 
cruelly mangled by former’ attempts ;’ 
dnd that, as foon as his defign took air,” 
the proprietors of thefe miferable tranf- 
lations had endeavoured to prejudice his 
work, by induftrious infinuations, con- 
trary to truth and fair-dealing, import-’ 
ing, that he did not underftand one’ 
word of the language which. he pre-- 
tended to tranflate. This being a cafe’ 
that nearly concerned the greateft part: 
of the audience, it was taken into feri-* 
cus deliberation: fome obferved, that’ 
it was not only a malicious effort again{t’ 
the plaintiff, but alfo a {piteful adver-’ 
tifement to the publick, tending to pro- 
mote an enquiry into the abilities of all 


other tranflators, few of whom (it was - 


well known) were fo qualified as to 
ftand the teft of fuch examination. 
Others faid, that over and above this 
confideration, which ought to have it’s: 
due weight with the college, there was 
a neceflity for concerting meafures to 
humble the prefumption of bookfellers ; 
who had, from time immemorial, taken 
all opportunities to opprefs and enflave 
their authors ; not only by limiting men 
of genius to the wages of journeymen 
taylors, without even allowing them one- 
fabbath in the week, but alfo in taking 
fuch advantages of their neceffities, as 
were inconfiftent with juftice and huma- 
nity. € For example,’ faid one of the 


» 
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members, ¢ after I myfelf hiad acquired 
a little reputation with the town, I 
was carefled by one. of thofe tyrants, 
who profeffed a friendship for me, and. 
even fupplied me with money, accord-, 
ing to the exigencies of my fituation 5) 
fo that I looked upon him as the mir-: 
rour of difinterefted benevolence ; and’ 
had he known’ my difpofition; and: 
treated me accordingiy, I fhould have. 
writ for him upon his own terms. 
After I had ufed his friendthip inthis; 
manner for fome time, I happened to. 
‘have occafion for a {mall fum of, mo~ 
ney, and with’ great confidence, made, 
another application tomy good friend; 
when all of a fudden he puta {top to. 
_his generofity, refufed to accommodate’ 
me in the moft abrupt and mortify- 
ing ftyle, and though I was at that. 
time pretty.far advanced in a work 
for his: benefit, which was a fufhi- 
cient fecurity :for what I.owed him,’* 
he roundly afked; how:.I propofed to- 
pay. the money which ‘I: had: already” 
borrowed. :Thus was I wwfed like a 
young whorejuft-come upon.the town, 
whom the : bawd allows. to:run into: 
her debt, that fhe may have it in hér® 
power to opprefs’her at pleafure 3; and: 
af the fufferer complains, fhe is treat-’ 
ed like the moft. ungrateful wretch: 
‘upon earth 5 and:that too with. fuch: 
appearance of reafon,. as may ezfily 
miflead an: unconcerned: {peétator.* 
‘© You unthankfuldrab.!’? fhe will fay,: 
‘¢ did’n't I take you into my honfe: 
“when you had’n’t a fhift to your: 
‘*’ back, a petticoat to your tail, nor a* 
‘© morlel of bread to put into your:bél— 
“© ly ? Ha’n’t I cloathed you from head- 
“€ to foot like a gentlewoman:; fupport-> 
“ed you with board, lodging, and all 
neceflaries, till your own’ extrava-> 
gance hath brought you into diftrefs ;* 
‘© and now you have the impudence,’ 
“ you nafty, ttinking, brimftone bung- 
“© away! to fay you are: hardly dealr- 
‘© with, when I demand no more than’ 
“‘ my own.”: Thus the whore and the’ 
‘ author are equally opprefled, and even’ 
« left without the m@lancholy privilege 
‘ of complaining; fo that they are fain 
* to fub{cribe to fuch terms as their cre-- 
‘ ditors fhall pleafe to impofe.’ ; 
This illuftration operated fo power-: 
fully upon the conviétion and refent-: 
ment of the whole college, that revenge 
was univerfally denounced againtt thofe 
who had aggrieved the plaintiff; and 
Z 2 after 
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after fome debate it was agreed, that 
he fhould make a new tranilation of 
fome other faleable book, in oppofition 
to a former verfion belonging to the de- 


linquents, and print it in fuch a fmall: 


fize, as would enable him to underfell 
their property ; and that this new tranf- 
lation. fhould be recommended and in- 


troduced into the world with the whole’ 


art and influence of the fociety. ~ 


This affair being fettled to the fatis- 
fa&tion of all prefent, an author of fome’ 


character ftood up, and craved the ad- 


vice and affiftance of -his fellows, in’ 
punifhing. a certain nobleman of great 
pretenfions to tafte, who, in confequence: 
of-a produétion which this gentleman: 
had ufhered into the world with univer-' 
fal applaufe, not only defired, but evén 
eagerly courted his acquaintance. ‘ He’ 
invited me to his houfe,’ faid he,’ 
where I was overwhelmed with civi-’ 
lity and profeffions of friendfhip. He: 
infifted upon my treating him as an’ 
intimate, and calling wpon him at all: 


a 


hours, without ceremony; he made 
me promife ‘to breakfaft with him at 


in meeting with fuch advances from a 
man of his intereft and reputation, 
who had it in his power to befriend 


life; and, that.I might not give him 
-any.caufe to think I negleéted his 
friendfhip, I went to his houfe in two 


he had been {fo much fatigued with 
dancing at an aflembly over night, 
that bis valet de ‘chambre would not 


left my compliments to his lordthip, 
with a performance in manufcript, 
which he had expreffed a moft eager 
defire to perufe. I repeated my vilit 


fee’ me mightsnot have fome violent 
effe&t upon his conftitution; and re-~ 
ceived a meflage from his minitter, 
fignifying, that he had been highly 
entertained with the manufcript 1 had 
left, a great part of which he had read, 
but was at prefent fo bufy in contriv- 
ing a proper drefs for a private ma{que- 
rade, which would be given that fame 
evening, that he could not have the 
pleafure of my company at breakfatt. 
This was a feafible excufe, which J ad - 
mitted accordingly, and in a day or 
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leaft three times a week: in fhort, I: 
looked upon myfelfas very fortunate, ’ 


“me effe&tually in my paflage through : 


days, with a view of drinking choco-: 
late, according to. appointment ; but: 


venture to wake him fo early; and I: 


next morning, that his impatience to: 


two appeared again, when his lord- 
fhip was particularly engaged. ‘This 
might poffibly be the cafe; and there-: 
fore I returned the fourth time, in- 
hopes of finding him more at leifure ;) 
but he had gone out about half an 
hour before my arrivab, and Jeft my- 
performance with his valet de cham- 
bre, who affured me that his lord 
had perufed it with infinite plea- 
fure. Perhaps I might have retired 
very well fatisfied with this declara- 
tion, had not I, in my paflage through: 
_the hall, heard one of the footmen, 
upon the top of the ftau-cafe, pro- 
© nounce with an audible voice, ‘* Will 
‘< your lordthip pleafe to be at home 
‘© when he calls?” It is not:to be fup- 
* pofed that I was pleafed at this difco- 


vw 


© very ; which I nodooner made, thar 


‘ turning to my conduétor, “I find,” 
* faid I, ** his lordfhip 1s difpofed to be 
‘¢ abroad to more people than me this 
‘¢ morning.” The fellow (though a 
valet de chambre) blufhed at this ob-. 
fervation ; and I withdrew, not a lit- 
tle irritated at the peer’s difingenuity, 
and fully refolved to fpare him my 
vifits for the future. It was notlong 
after this occafion, that I happened 
to meet him in the Park, and being 
naturally civil, I could not pafs him 
without a falutation of the hat, which 
he returned in the moft diftant man- 
-ner, though we were both folitary, 
and not a fou] within view ; and when 
that very performance, which he had 
applauded fo warmly, was lately pub- 
lifhed by fubfcription, -he did not be- 

{peak fo much as one copy. I have 
often reflected with wonder upon this 
inconfiftency in his condust. I never 
courted his patronage, nor indeed 
thought of his name, untilhe made 
interett for my acquaintance; and if 
he was difappointed in my converfa- 
tion, why did he prefs me fo much 
to farther conneétion ?” 

‘ Tire cafe is very clear,’ eried the 
chairman, interrupting him: ¢ he is one 
of thofe connoiffeurs who. fet up for 
tafte, and value themiel ves upon know- 
ing all men of genius, whom they 
would be thought to affift in their 
preduétions. I will lay an even bet 
with any man, that his lordfhip, on 
the ftrength of that flender inter- 
view, together with the opportunity 
of having feen your performance.in. 
manufeript, has already hinted .to 
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every company in which he is conver- 
fant, that you folicited his affiftance 
in retouching the piece, which you 


that he was pleafed to favour you 
with his advice, but found you obfti- 
nately bigotted to your own opinion, 
in fame points relating to thofe very 


approbation of the town. As for his 
careffes, there was nothing at all ex- 
traordinary in his behaviour. By that 


will not be furprized to fee acourtier’s 
promife and performance of a diffe- 
rent complexion; not but that I would 
willingly aé& as an auxiliary in your 
refentment.” 

The opinion of the prefident was 
ftrengthened by the concurrence of all 
the members; and all other complaints 
and memorials being deferred tll an- 
other fitting, the college proceeded to 
an exercife of wit, which was generally 
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performed once every fortnight, with a « 
view to promote the expectoration of - 


genius. “The fubjeét was occafionally 
chofen by the chairman, who opened 
the game with fome fhrewd remark na- 
turally arifing from the converfation ; 
and then the ball was tofled about from 
one corner of the reom to the other, ac- 
cording to the motions of the fpirit. 
That the reader may have a juit idea 
of this fport, and of the abilities of thofe 
who carried it on, I fhall repeat the 
fallies of this evening, according to 
the order and fucceffion in which'they 
efcaped. One of the members obferving 
that Mr. Metaphor was abfent, was 
told by the perfon who fat next to him, 
that the poet had foul weather at home, 
and could ‘noc ftir abroad. © What!’ 
faid the prefident interpofing, with the 
fignal upon his countenance, ‘ is he 
‘ wind-bound in port??—‘ Wine- 
‘ bound, I fuppofe,* cried another.— 
* Hooped with wine! a (trange meta- 
‘ phor!’ faid the third.—* Not if he 
* has got into a hogfhead,’ anfwered the 
fourth.—* The hogthead will fooner get 
* into him,’ replied a fifth; © it muft 
‘ ‘be a tun or an ocean.’——* No won- 
* der, then, if he fhould be overwhelmed,’ 
faid a fixth.—* If he fhould,’ cried a 
feventh, * he will caft up when his gall 
* breaks.’—* That muft be very foon,’ 
roared an eighth, * for it has been long 
* ready to burft.’-—* No, no,’ obferved 
a ninth, § he'll ftick fait at the bottom, 


have now offered to the publick, and- 


paflages which have not met with the - 


time you have lived to my age, you ‘ 
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-© take my word for it; he has a satural 
© alacrity in finking.——* And yet,’ re- 
marked a tenth, ‘ I have feen him in the 
* clouds..——* Then was he cloudy, I 
* fuppofe,’ cried the eleventh.—‘ So 
‘ dark,’ replied the other, ¢ that his 
© meaning could not be perceived.’— 
* For all that; faid thetwelfth, « he 
* is eafily feen through.’——* You talk,” 
anfwered the thirteenth, ‘ as if his 
¢ head was made of glafs."—‘ No, no,” 
cried a fourteenth, ‘ his: head is made 
‘ of more durable ftuff; it will bend 
‘ before it breaks.’—‘ Yet I have feen 
* it broken,’ refumed the prefiderit.— 
‘ Did you perceive any wit come out at 
* the hole?’ faid another.—* His wit,’ 
replied the chairman, ¢ is too fubtlé to 
* be perceived.” 

A third mouth was! juft opened, 
when the exercife was fuddenly inter- 
rupted by the dreadful ery of ¢ Fire!’ 
which iffued from the kitchen, and 
involved the whole college in confu- 
fion. Every man endeavouring to be 
the firft in making his exit, the door 
and paflage were blocked up: each.in- 
dividual was pummelled by the perfon 
that happened to be behind him. This 
communication produced noife and 
exclamation; clouds of fmoke rolled 
upwards into the apartment, and ter- 
ror faton every brow; when Peregrine, 
{eeing no profpect of retreating by the 
door, opened one of the windows, and 
fairly leaped into the ftreet, where he 
found a crowd of people affembled to 
contribute their affiftance in extinguifh- 
ing the flames. Several members of 
the college followed his example, and 
happily acomplifhed their efcape: the 
chairman himfelf being unwilling to 
ule the fame expedient, ftood trembling. 
on the brink of defcent, dubious of his 
own agility, and dreading the confe- 
quence of fuch a leap, when a chair 
happening to pafs, he laid hold on the 
opportunity, and by an exertion of his 
mufcles pitched upon the top of the 
carriage, which was immediately over- 
turned in the kennel, to the gmevous 
annoyance of the fare, which happened 
to be a certain effeminate beau, in full 
drefs, on his way to a private affembly. 

This phantom hearing the noife 
over head, and feeling the @iock of 
being overthrown at the fame time, 
thought that {ome whole tenement had 
fallen upon the chair, and, in the ter- 
ror of being crufhed to pieces, uttered 
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‘a feream which the populace fuppofed 
to proceed from the mouth of a woman, 
and. therefore went to his affiftance ; 
while the chairmen, inftead of mini- 
{tering to his occafions, no fooner re- 
collected themfelves, than they ran in 
purfuit of their overthrower, who be- 
ang accuftomed to efcape from bailiffs, 
djved-into a dark alley, and vanifhing 
in atrice, was notvifible to any living 
‘foul, until he appeared. next day on 
‘Tower Hill. 

The humane. part of the mob, who 
bettirred themfelves for the relief of 
the fuppofed lady, no fooner perceived 
their miftake in the appearance of the 
beau, who ftared around him with hor- 
ror.and affright, than their comipafflion 
was changed into mirth, and they 
began to pafs a great many unfavoury 
jokes upon his misfortune, which they 
now dilcovered no inclination to alle- 
viate; and he found himfelf very un- 
comfortably befet, when Pickle, pitying 
his fituation, interpofed in his behalf, 
and prevailed upon the chairmen to car- 
yy him inte the houfe of an apothecary 
in the neighbourhood, towhom his mil- 
chance proved a very advantageous ac- 
cident; for the fright operated fo vio- 
lently upon his nerves, that he was feized 
with a delirium, and lay a whole fort- 
night, deprived of his fenfes; during 
which period he was not neglected in 
point of medicines, food, and atten- 
dance, but royally regaled, as appeared 
by the contents of his landlord's bill, 

Our adventurer having feen this un- 


fortunate beau fafely houfed, returned - 


to the fcene of the other calamity ; 
which, as it was no other than a foul 
chimney, foon yielded to the endea- 
vours of the family, and was happily 
overcome, without any other bad con- 
Aequence than that of alarming the 
neighbours, difturbing the college, and 
difordering the brain of a beau. ‘ 


» Eager ta be acquainted with the par- ° 


ticular conftitutions of a fociety which 
yeemed to open upon him by degrees, 
Mr. Pickle did not fail to appear at 
the next meeing, when feveral peti- 


tions-were laid before the board, in - 


behalf of thofe members who were con- 
fined in the prifons of the Fleet, Mar- 
fhalfea, and King’s Bench. As thofe 
_unhappy authors expeéted nothing from 
their brethren but advice and good of- 
fices, which did not concern the purfe, 
| the memorials were confidered with 
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great care and humanity; and, upon 
this occafion, Peregrine had it in his 
power to manifedt his impertance to 
the community; for he happened to be 


, acquainted with the creditor of one of 


the prifoners, and knew that gentle- 
man’s feverity.was owing to his refent- 
ment at the behaviour of the debtor, 


. who had lampooned him in print, be- 


caufe he refufed to comply with a frefh 
demand, after he had lent him money 
to the amount of a confiderable fum. 
Our young gentleman therefore under- 
ftanding that the author was penitent, 


and difpofed to make a reafonable fub- _ 


miffion, promifed to employ his in- 
fluence with the creditor towards an 
accommodation; and in a few days 
actually obtained his releafe. 

The focial duties being difcharged, 
the converfation took a general: turn, 
and feveral new productions were freely 
criticifed; thofe efpecially which be~- 
longed to authors who were either un- 
connected with, or unknown to the col- 
lege. Nor did the profeffion of ftage- 
playing efcape the cognizance of the 
affembly; a deputation of the moft ju- 
dicious members being fent weekly to 
each theatre, with a view of making 
remarks upon the performance of the 
actors. The cenfors for the preced- 
ing week were according called upon 
to give in their report; and the play_ 
which they had reviewed was the Re- 
venge. 

‘ Mr. Q—,’ faid the fecond cenfor, 
take him all in all, is certainly the 
moft compleat and unblemifhed per- 
former that ever appeared on our 
ftage, notwithftanding the blind ado- 
ration which is paid to his rival. I 
went two nights ago, with an exprefs 
defign to criticife his ation: I could 
find no room for cenfure, butdnfinite 
fubject for admiration and applaufe. 
In Pierre he is great, in Othello ex- 
cellent, but in Zanga beyond allimi- 
tation. Over and above the diftinét- 
nefs of pronunciation, the dignity of 
attitude, and expreffion of face, his 
geftures are fo juft-and fignificantr, 
thata man, though utterly bereft of 
the fenfe of hearing, might, by fee- 
ing him only, underftand the mean- 
ing of every word he fpeaks. Sure 
nothing can be more exquifite than 
his manner of telling Ifabella how 
Alonzo behaved when he found the 
incendiary letter which fhe had at 
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ped by the Moor’s direction; and 
when, to crown his vengeance, he 
difcovers himfelf to be the contriver 
of all the mifchief that had happened, 


he manifefts a perfect mafter-piece of | 


action, in pronouncing thefe four. 


little monofyllables, Know then, 
"twas ’ 
Peregrine having eyed the critick 


fome minutes; ¢ I fancy,’ faid he, 


‘ 


n 


Rananann att anaa 


i ie we ee ee a i. a ae 


¢ 
6 


4 


e 
« 
¢ 


$ 


your praife muft be ironical, becaufe, 
in the very two fituations you men- 
tion, I think I have feen that player 
out-herod Herod; or, in other words, 
exceed all his other extravagancies. 
The intention of the author is, that 
the Moor fhould communicate to his 
confidante a piece of information 
contained in a few lines; which, 


doubtlefs, ought to be repeated with .. 


an ait of eagernefs and {atisfaction, 
not with the ridiculous grimace of 
a monkey, to which, methought, his 
aétion bore an intimate refemblance 
in uttering this plain fentence ; 


€ 


he took it up; 

But fcarce was it unfolded to his fight, 

When he, as if an arrow pierc’d his eye, 

Started, and trembling dropp’d it on the 
© ground,’ 


In pronouncing the firft two words, 
this egregious aftor ftoops down, 
and feems to take up Peis from 
the itage, then proceeding to repeat 
what follows, mimicks the manner 
of unfolding a letter; when he men- 
tions the fimile of an arrow piercing 
the eye, he darts his fore-finger to- 
wards that organ, then,recoils with 
great violence when the word farted 
is exprefled; and when he comes to 
trembling droppd it on the ground, he 
throws all his limbs into a tremulous 
motion, and fhakes the imaginary 
paper from his hand, The latter 
part of the defcription is carried on 
with the fame minute gefticulation 
while he fays, 


Pale and aghaft awhile my victim ftood, 

Difguis‘d a figh or two, and puff’d them 
‘ from him; 

Then rubb’d his brow, and tookit up again. 


The player’s countenance affumes a 
wild flare, he fighs twice moft pite- 
oufly, as if he were on the point of 
fuffocation, fcrubs his forehead, and 
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bending his body, apes the aétion of 
fnatching an objeét from the floor. 
Nor is this dexterity of dumb-thew 
omitted, when he concludes his inti- 
mation in thefe three lines: 
At firft, he look’d as if he meant to read its 
But, check’d by rifing fears, he cruth’d it 
© thus, 


* And thruft it, like an adder, in his bofom. 
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Here the judicious performer imi- 
tates the confufion and concern of 
Alonzo ; feems to caft his eyes upon 
fomething, from which they are im- 
mediately withdrawn with horror 
and precipitation; then fhutting his 
fit with a violent fqueeze, as if he 
intended to make immediate applica- 
to Ifabella’s nofe, he rams it in his 
own bofom, with all the horror and 
agitation of a thief taken in the 
manner. Were the player debarred 
the ufe of {peech, and obliged to a& 
to the eyes only of the audience, this. 
mimickry might be a neceflary con- 
veyance of his meaning; but when 
he is at liberty to fignify his ideas: 
by language, nothing can- be more 
trivial, forced, unnatural, and an- 
tick, than this fuperfluous mum- 
mery. Not that I would exclude 
from the reprefentation the graces of 
action, without which the choice< 
fentiments, cloathed in the moft ex- 
quifite expreffion, would appear un-~ 
animated and infipid; but thefe are 
as different from this ridiculous bur-~ 
lefque, as is the demeanor of a Tully 
in the roftrum, from the tricks of a 
Jack-pudding on a mountebank’s 
itage: and for the truth of what I al- 
ledge, I appeal to the obfervation of 
any perfon who has confidered the 
elegance of attitude ‘and propriety 
of gefture, as they are univerfally 
acknowledged in the real charaGters 
of life. Indeed, I have known a 
Gafcon, whofe limbs were as elo+ 
quent as his tongue: he never men- 
tioned the word /icep without reclin- 
ing his head upon his hand; when 
he had occafion to talk of an horfe, 
he always ftarted up and trotted 
acrofs the room, except when he was 
fo fituated that he could not ftir 
without incommoding the company, 
and in that cafe he contented himfelf 
with neighing aloud: if a dég hap- 
pened to be the fubject of his con- 
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verfation, he wagged his tail, and 
grinned in a moft hignificant manner ; 
and one day he expreffed his defire 
of going backwards with fuch na- 
tural imitation of his purpofe, that 


every body in the room firmly be- © 
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© Jieved he had aually overfhot him- 
¢ felf, and fortified their noftiils ac- 
¢ cordingly. Yet noman ever looked 
© upon this virtuofo to be the ftandard 
¢ of propriety in point of {peaking and 
¢ deportment. For my own part, I 
* confefs the player in queftion would, 
€ by dint of thefe qualifications, make 
¢ avery good figure in the character of 
* Pantaloon’s.Jacquey, in the enter- 
* tainment of Perfeus and Andromeda, 
© and perhaps might acquire fome re- 
¢ putation, by turning the Revenge in- 
@ to a. pantomime; in which cafe, I 
€ would advife him to come upon the 
¢ flage, provided with an handful of 
¢ flour,-in order to befmear his face, 
4 

¢ &c. and methinks he ought to 1- 
© juftrate the adder with an hideous 
«hifs. But let us now come to the 
© other fituation, in which this modern 
¢ JEfopus is fuppofed to diftingwfh 
¢ himielf fomuch; I mean that fame e- 
© clairciffement comprehended in, Know 
* then, “twas———I. Wis manner, I 
* own, may be altered {ince I was pre- 
¢ fent at the reprefentation of that per- 
® formance: but certain | am, when 
« ¥ beheld him in that critical con- 
¢ jungture, his behaviour appeared to 
¢ me fo uncouth, that I really ima- 
¢ gined he was vifited by fome epilep- 
* tick diftemper; for he ftood totter- 
* ing and gatping for the {pace of two 
‘ minutes, like a man fuddenly flruck 
* with the palfy; and after various 
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diftortions and fide thakings, as if 


he had got fleas in his doublet, heav- 
ed up from his lungs the letter J, like 
a huge anchor from foul ground.” 
This criticifm was acceptable to the 
majority of the college, who had no 
great veneration for the player in 
queftion; and his admirer, without 
making any reply, afked in a whifper, 
of the gentleman who fat next tohim, it 
Pickle had not offered fome production 
to the ftage, and met with a repulle. 
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THE YOUNG GENTLEMAN IS IN- 


when he pronounces pale and aghaft,’ 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


TRODUCED TO A VIRTUOSO OF 
THE FIRST ORDER, AND COmM- 
MENCES YELPER. 


IT HERTO Peregrine had pro- 
fefled himfelfan author, without 
reaping the fruits of that occupation, 
except the little fame he had acquired 
by his late fatire ; but now he thought 
it high time to weigh felid pudding a- 
Sainft empty praife; and therefore en- 
gaged with fome bookfellers in a cer- 
tain tranflation, which he obliged him- 
felf to perform for the confideration of 
two hundred pounds, The articles 
of agreement being drawn, he began 
his tafk with great eagerne{s; rofe early 
in the mornitig to his work, at which 
he laboured all day long ; went abroad 
with the bats in the evening, and ap- 
peared in the coffee-houle, where he 
amufed himfelf with the newfpapers 
and converfation till nine o’clock; 
then he retired to his own apartment, 
and aftera flight repaft, betook himfelF 
to reft, that he might be able to un- 
rooft with the cock. This judden change 
from his former way of life agreed to 
ill with his difpefition, that, for the 
firft time, he was troubled with flatu- 
lencies and indigeftion, which produced 
anxiety and dejection of fpints; and 
the nature of his fituation began in 
fome meafure to difcompole his brain ; 
a difcovery which he no fooner made, 
than he had recourfe to the advice of a 
young phyfician, who was a member 
of the college of authors, at this time 
one of ourhero’s moft intimate acquain- 

tance, , 
The fon of AMf{culapius having con- 
fidered his cafe, imputed his diiorder 
to the right caufe, namely, want of 
exercife; diffuaded him from fuch clofe 
application to ftudy, until he fhould be 
gradually familiarized to a fedentary 
life; advifed him to enjoy his friend 
and his bottle in moderation, and wean 
himfelf from his former cuftoms by 
degrees; and, above all things, to rile 
immediately after his firtt fleep, and ex- 
ercife himfelf in a morning’s walk. In 
order to render this laft part of the 
prefcription the more palatable, the 
doctor promifed to attend him in thefe 
early excurfions, and even to introduce 
him to a certain perfonage of note, 
who gave a fort of publick breakfalting 
to the minor virtuofi of the age, and 
often employed his intere in behalf of 
thofe 
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thofe who properly cultivated his coun-_ 
tenance and approbation. 

This propotal was extremely accept- 
able to our young gentleman; who, 
befides the advantage which might ac~ 
crue to him from fuch a valuable con- 
nection, forefaw much entertainment 
and fatisfaGion in the difcourle of fo 
many learned guefts. The occafions of 
his health and intereft, moreover, coin- 
cided in another circumftance ; the mi- 
nifter’s levee being kept betimes in the 
morning; fothat be could perform, his 
walk, yield his attendance, and break-. 
faft at this philofophical ‘board, with- 
out encroaching a great deal upon his 
other avocations. — 

Meafures being thus preconcerted, 
the phyfician condnéted our adventurer 
to the houfe of this celebrated fage, to- 
whom he recommended him as a gen- 
tleman of genius and tafte, who craved 
the honour of his acquaintance: but 
he had previoufly {moothed the way to 
. his intredu&tion, by reprefenting Pere- 
grine as a young fellow of great ambi- 
tion, {pirit, and addrefs, who could not 
fail to make a figure in the world ; that 
therefore he would be a;creditable ad- 
dition to the fubordinates of fuch a pa- 
tron; and by his qualifications, intre- 
pidity, and warmth of temper, turn 
out a confummate herald of his fame. 

Upon thefe confiderations, he met 
with a mof engaging reception from 
the entertainer, who was a well-bred 
man,of fome learning, generofity, and 
tafte; bur his foible was, the defire of 
being thought the inimitable pattern 
of all three. 

It was with a view to acquire and 
fupport this charaéter, that his houfe 
was-open toall thofe who had any pre- 
tenfions to literature; coniequently he 
was furrounded by a ftrange variety of 
pretenders; but none were dilcourag- 
ed, becaufe he knew that even the molt 
infignificant might, in fome fhape, con- 
duce to the propagataon of his praife. 
A babbler, though he cannot run upon 
the fcent, may tpring the game, and 
by his yelping help to fill up the cry: 
no wonder, then, thata youth of Pickle’s. 
accomplifhments was admitted, and 
even invited into the pack. After 
having enjoyed a very fhort private au- 
dience in theclofet, our young gentle- 
man -was fhewn into another room, 
where half a dozen of his fellow-adhe- 
rents waited for their Maecenas ; wha 
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in afew minutes appeared, witha moft 
gracious afpect received the compli- 
ments of the morning, and fat down 
to breakfatt in the midit of them with- 
out any farther ceremony. 

The converfation at firft turned upon 
the weather, which was inveftigated in 
a very philofophical manner by one of 
the company, who feemed to have con- 
fulted all the barometers and thermo-, 
meters that,ever were invented, before. 
he would venture to affirm that it was. 
achill morning, This fubject be-. 
ing accurately difcuffed, the chief en- 
quired about the news of the learned 
world; and his inclination was ag 
fooner expreffed, than every gueft open-, 
ed his mouth, in order to gratify his 
curiofity : but he that firft captivated 
his attention was a meagre, fhrivelled 
antiquary, who looked like an animat-, 
ed mummy, which had been {corched - 
among the fands of the defart. Hetoid 
the patron, that he had by accident met 
with a medal,. which, though it was 
defaced by time, he would venture to: 
pronounce agenuine antique, from the- 
ringing and talte of the metal, as well 
as from the colour and compofition of. 
the ruit : fo faying, he produced a piece 
of copper coin, fo confumed and dif- 
guifed by age, that {carce a veftige of. 
the impreffion was to $e perceived. 
Nevertheleis, this connoiffeur pretend -. 
ed to diftinguith a face in profile, from 
which he concluded that the fuece was 
of the Upper Empire, and on the reverle 
he endeavoured to point out the bulb 
of the {pear, and part of the parazoni- . 
um, which were the infignia of the 
Roman Virtus, together with the frag- 
ment of one fold of the multiciym ia 
which fhe was cloathed. He likewife 
had difcovered an angle of the letter N;~ 
and at fome diftance an entire I; from 
thefe circumftances conjecturing, and 
indeed concluding, that the medal was 
itruck by Severus, in honour of the 
victory he obrained over .his rival Ni- 
ger, after he had forced the pafles of 
Mount Taurns. This crituctim feem- 
ed very fatisfactory to the entertainer, 
who having examined the coin by the 
help of his f{peétacles, plainly difcern-’ 
ed the particulars which the owner had 
mentioned, and was pleafed to term 
his account of the matter avery in- 
genious explanation. 

The curiofity was circulated through 
the hands of all prefent; and every, 

virtuofo, 
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virtuofo, in his turn, licked the cop- 
per, and rung it upon the hearth, de- 
claring his affent to thejudgment which 
had been pronounced. At length it 
fell under the infpeétion of our young 
gentleman; who, theugh no antiqua- | 
rian, was very well acquainted with 
the current coin of his own country, 
and no fooner caft his eyes upon the 
valuable antique, than he afhmed, 
without hefitation, that it was no other 
than the ruins of an Englifh farthing, 
and that fame fpear, parazonium, and 
multicium, the remains of the emblems 
and drapery with which the figure of 
Britannia is delineated on our copper 
money. 

This hardy affeveration feemed to 
difconcert the patron, while it incenfed 
the medalift, who grinning like an en- 
raged baboon, ‘ What d’ye tell me of 
“a brafs farthing?” faid he. ‘ Did 
¢ you ever know modern brafs of fuch 
«a relith? Do but taite it, young gen- 
tleman; and fureI am, if you have 
ever been converfant with fubjeéts of 
this kind, you will find as wide a 
difference in the favour between this 
and an Englith farthing, as can pof- 
fibly be perceived betwixt an onion 
and a turnip: befides, this medal has 
the true Corinthian ring; then the 
attitude is upright, whereas that of 
Britannia is reclining ; and how is it 
pofible to miftake a branch of palm 
* for a parazonium ?” 

All the reft of the company efpoufed 
the virtuofo’s fide of the quettion, be-- 
caufe the reputation of each was con- 
cerned. ‘The patron finding himfelfin * 
the fame circumftance, affumed a fo- 
lemnity of feature, dafhed with a fmall 
mixture of difpleafure, and told Pere-: 
grine, that as he had not made.that 
branch of literature his particular ftudy, 
he was not furprized to fee him mif- 
taken in his opinion. Pickle imme- 
diately underftood the reproof. Though 
he was fhocked at the vanity or infa- 
tuation of his entertainer and fellow- 
guefts, afked pardon for his prefump- 
_ tion, which was accordingly excufed, 
in confideration of his inexperience ; 
and the Englifh farthing dignified with 
the title of a true antique. 

The next perfon that addreffed him- 
felf to the chief was a gentleman of a 
very mathematical turn, who valued 
himfelf upon the improvements he had 
made in feveral domeftick machines, 
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and now prefented the plan of anew 
coutrivance for cutting cabbages, in 
fuch a manner as would fecure the ftock 
againft the rotting rain, and enable it 
to produce a plenteous after-crop of 
delicious fprouts. In this important 
machine he had united the whole me- 
chanick powers, with fuch maffy com- 
plication of iron and wood, that it 
could not have been moved without 
the affiftance of an horfe, and a road 
made for the convenience of the draught. 
Thefe objections were fo obvious, that 
they occurred at firft fight to the “in- 
fpéctor-general, who greatly commend - 
ed the invention, which, he obferved,. 


‘might be applied to feveral other ufeful” 


purpofes, could it once be rendered a 

little more portable and commodious. 
The inventor, who had not forefeen 
thefe difficulties, was not prepared to 
furmount them; but he took the hint in 
good part, and promifed to tafk his abi- 
lities anew, in altering the conftitution 
of his defign. Not but that he under- 
went fome fevere irony from the reft of 
the virtuofi, who complimented him up- 
on the momentous improvement he had 
made, by which a family might fave a 
difh of greens in a quarter, for fo tri- 
fling an expence as that of purchafing, 
working, and maintaining, fuch a ftu- 
pendous machine: but no man was ever 
more farcaftick in his remarks upon this 
piece of mechanifm than the naturalift, 
who next appealed to the patron’s ap- 
probation for a curious difquifition he 
had made touching the procreation of 
niuck flies, in which he had laid down 
a curious method of collecting, prefery- 
ing, and hatching, the eggs of thefe in- 
feéts, even in the winter, by certain 
modifications of artificial heat. The 
nature of this difcovery was no fooner 
communicated, than Peregrine, unable 
to contain himfelf, was feized with a fit. 
of laughter, which infected every per- 
fon at the table, the landlord himfelf- 
not excepted, who found it impoffible 

to preferve his wonted gravity of face. 
Such unmannerly mirth did not fail 
to mortify the philofopher ; who, after 
fome paufe, during which,’ indigna- 
tion and difdain were painted in his 
countenance, reprehended our young 
gentleman for his unphilofophical be- 
haviour, and undertook to prove, that 
the fubjeé&t of his enquiry was of infi- 
nite confequence to the progrefs and 
increafe of natural knowledge: but he 
found 
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Found no quarter from the vengeful en- 
gititer, “who! now’ retorted his ironical 
compliments with great emphafis; upon 
this hot-bed for the generation of ver- 
min, and advifed him to lay the whole 
procefs befotethe Royal Society, which 
would, .doubtlefs, | prefent him with a 
medal, and give him a place among 
their memoirs, as a diftinguifhed pro- 
moter of the ufeful arts. ‘If,’ faid he, 
a 77 had employed your ftudies in 
© finding out fome effectual method’ to 
‘* deftroy tliofe infe&s which prejudice 
“and ‘annoy mankind, in all probabi- 
‘lity you miift have been contented 
‘ with the céritemplation of the good 
* you had défe; bit this curious ex- 
« pedient for niultiplying maggots, will 
* furely intitle you to an honourable rank 
» © in the lift of learned philofophers.'— 
* Tdon’t wonder,’ replied the naturalift, 
© that you fhould be fo much averfe to 
“ thé propagation of infedts, becaufe, in 
© all likeliliood, you are afraid that they 
‘ will not leave you a cabbage to cut 
« down with thé fame miraculous ma- 
© chine.‘ Sir,’ anfwered the mecha- 
nick, with great bitternefs of voicé'and 
afpeét; ‘ if the cabbage be as light- 
* headed as fome muck-worm philo- 
€ fophers, it will not be worth cutting 
« down.’—* T never difpute upon cab- 
* bage with the fon of a cucumber,’ 
faid the fly-breeder, alluding to the pe- 
digree of his antagonift; who, impd- 
tient of the affront, ftarted up with fury 
in his looks, exclaiming, * *Sdeath! 
« meaning me, Sir?” 

Here the patron, perceiving things 
drawing towards a rupture, interpofed 
his authotity, rebuking them for their 
intémperancé and recommending to them 
amity and concord againit the Goths and 
Vandals of the age, who took all oppor- 
tunities of ridiculing and difcouraging 
the adherents of knowledge and philo- 
fophy. After this exhortation, they had 
no pretence for carrying on the difpute, 
which was dropped in all appearance, 
though the mechanick ftill retained his 
refentment ; and after bireakfaft, when 
the company broke up, accofted his ad- 
verfary in the ftreet, defiring to know 
how he durft be fo infolent as to make 
that fcurrilous refleétion upon his fa- 
mily. The fly-fancier, thus queftioned, 
~accufed the mathematician of having 
been the aggreffor, in likening his head 
to alight cabbage ; and here the alter- 

cation being renewed, the engineer pro- 


-unfpeakable fatisfation to Dale 
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ceeded to the illuftration of his mecha- 
nicks, tilting ‘up his hand like a ba- 
lance, thrufting it forward by way “o 

lever, embracing the naturalift’s nofe 
like a wedge betwixt two of his fin- 
gers, and‘turning it round with the 
momentum of a {crew or peritrochium. 
‘Had they been obliged to decide the 
‘difpute with equal arms, the affailant 


“would have had great advantage dver 


the other, whd was very much his 


. inferior in ‘mufcular ftrength ; but the 


philofopher being luckily provided with 
a cane,'no fooner diféngaged himfelf 
from this opprobrious application, than 
he handled his weapon with great dexe 


terity about the head ‘and fhoulders of 


his antagonift; who finding this fhower 
of blows very difagrceable, was fain 
to betaké himfelf to his heels for fhel- 
ter, and was purfued by the angry 
viétor, who chafed ‘him from one end 
of the ftreet to the other, affordin 


tude, as well as to our hero and to his 
intrqductor, who were fpeétators of the 
whole fcene. — 
‘ Thus was our adventurer, initiated 
in the fociety of Yelpers, though he 
did notas yet fully underftand the na- 
ture of his office, which was explained 
by the young phyfician, who chid him 
for his blunt behaviour in the cafe of 
the médal; and gave him to under 
ftand, that their patron’s favour was 
neither to be gained nof preferved by 
any inan that would pretend to cdn- 
viét him of a miftake: he therefore 
counfelled him to refpeét this foiblé, 
and cultivate the old gentleman with 
all the zeal and veneration which a 
regard to his own character would 
permit him to pay. This tatk was tlie 
eafier to one of our young gentleman’s 
pliant difpofition, becaufe the virtuofo’s 
behaviour was abfolutely free from that 
infolent felf-conceit, which he could 
not bear without difpuft: the fenior 
was, on the contrary, mild and bene- 
ficent ; and Pickle was rather pleafed 
than fhocked at his weaknefS, becaufe 
it flattered his vanity with the fuppo- 
fition of his own fuperior fenfe. 
Cautioned in this manner, Peregrine 
profited fo much by his infinuating 
qualifications, that, in a very little 
time, he was looked upon as one of 
the chief favourites of the patron, to 
whom he dedicated a fmall occafioral 
poem; and every. body believed he 
3.2% would 
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would reap the fruits of his attach- 
ment among the firft of the old gen- 
tleman’s dependants. 


CHAP. XI. 


PEREGRINE FINDING HIMSELF NEG- 

“ LECTED. BY SIR STEADY, STEER- 
WELL,EXPOSTULATES WITH HIM 
IN A LETTER; IN CONSEQUENCE 
OF WHICH, HE IS FORBID HIS’ 
HOUSE, LOSES HIS PENSION, AND 
INCURS THE CHARGE OF LU- 
NACY. 


pe profpect of fuccefs, toge- 
ther with his expeétations from 
the minifter, whom he did not neglect, 
helped to comfort him under the re- 
verfe of fortune which he had under- 
gone, and the uncertainty of the law- 
fuit, which he {till maintained for the 
recovery of his ten thoufand pounds. 
The lawyers, indeed, continued to 
drain his pocket of money, while they 
filled his brain with unfubftantial hope; 
and he was actually obliged to borrow 
money from his bookfeller, on the 
ftrength of the tranflation, in order to 
fatisfy the demands of thofe ravenous 
harpies, racher than lay the mifanthrope 
under any difficulties, or have recourfe 
to his friend Hatchway, who lived at 
the garrifon, entirely ignorant of his di- 
ftrefs. This was not at all alleviated 
by the arrival of the Indiaman ‘in 
which he had adventured feven hun- 
dred pounds, as we have already ob- 
ferved ; for he was given to underftand, 
that the borrower was left dangeroufly 


ill at Bombay when the fhip failed, 


and that-his chance for retrieving his 
money was extremely flender. 

_ So fituated, it is not to be fuppofed 
that he led a life of tranquillity, though 
he made a fhift to ftruggle with the 
remonftrances of misfortune: yet fuch 
a guhh of affliction would fometimes 
rufh upon his thought, as overwhelmed 
all the ideas of his hope, and funk him 
to the very bottom of defpondence. 
Every equipage that paffed him in the 
ftreet, every perfon of rank and for- 
tune that occurred to his view, recalled 
the gay images of his former life, with 
fuch mortifying refleétion as ftabbed 
him to the very foul. He lived, there- 
fore, inceflantly expofed to all the pangs 
ef envy and difquict, Wher [ fay 
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envy, I do not mean that fordid paf- 
fion, in confequence of which a man 
repines at his neighbour’s fuccefs, how- 
foever deferved ; but that felf-torment- 
ing indignation which is infpired by 
the profperity of folly, ignorance, and 
vice. Without the intervening gleams 
of enjoyment, which he felt in the con- 


verfation of a few friends, he could not 


have fupported his exiftence3 or, at 
leaft, he muit have fuffered fome vio- 


lent difcompofure of the brains but 


one is ftill finding fome circumftance 
of alleviation, even in the worft of con- 
jectures ; and Pickle was fo ingenious 
in thefe refearches, that he maintained 
a good battle with difappointment, till 
the revolution of the term at which he 
had received his penfion of three hun- 
dred pounds. 

However, feeing the day elapfe, with- 
out touching his allowance, notwith- 
ftanding his fignificant method of pre- 
fenting himfelf at the minifter’s levee, 
when the year was expired he wrote a 
letter to Sir Steady, reminding him of 
his fituation and promife, and giving 
him to underftand, that his occafions 
were fuch as compelled him to demand 
his falary for the enfuing year. 

In the morning after this Jetter was. 
conveyed, the author went to his ho- 


-nour’s houfe, in expectation of being 


admitted by particular order; but was 


-miftaken in his hope, the minifter not 


heing vifible. He then made his ap- 
pearance at the levee, in hopes of being 
clofetted; but though he took all op- 
portunities of watching Sir Steady’s 
eyes, he could not obtain one glance, 
and had the pleafure of feeing him 
retire, without heing favoured with 
the leaft notice. Thefe circumftances 
of wilful negle& were not over and 
above agreeable to our young hero, . 
who, in the agonies of vexation and 
refentment, went home, and compofed 
a moft acrimonious remonftrance to his 
honour ; in confequence of which he 
was not only deprived of all preten- 
fions to a private audience, but ex- 
prefsly denied admittance on a public 
day, by Sir Steady’s own order. 

This prohibition, which announced 
his total ruin, filled him with rage, 
horror, and defpair: he infulted the 
porter who fignified the minifter’s com~ 
mand, threatening to chaftife him up- 
on the fpot for his prefumption, and 
yented the moft virulent imprecations 

, upon. 
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upon his mafter, to the aftonifhment of 
thofe who chanced to enter during this 
conference. Having exhaufted himfelf 
in thefe vain exclamations, he returned 
to his lodgings in a moft frantick con- 
dition, biting his lips fo that the blood 
ran from his mouth, dafhing his head 
and fifts againft the fides of his chim- 
ney, and weeping with the molt bitter 
expreffions of woe. 

Pipes, whofe perception had been 
juft fufficient to let him fee that there’ 
was fome differénce between the pre- 
fent and former fituation of his mafter, 
overhearing his tranfports, effayed to 
enter his apartment, with a view of 
adminiftering confolation ; and finding 
the door locked on the infide, defired 
admittance, protefting that otherwife 
he would down with the bulk-head in 
the turning of an handfpike. Peregrine 
ordered him to retire, on’ pain of his 
difpleafure, and fwore that 1f he fhould 
offer to break open the door, he would 
inftantly fhoot him through the head. 
Tom, without paying the leaft regard 
to this injunction, fet himfelf at work 
immediately. His mafter, exafperated 
at his want of reverence and refpeét, 
which in his prefent paroxifm appear- 
ed with the moft provoking aggrava- 
_ tion, flew into his clofet, and {natch- 
ing up one of his piftols already loaded, 
no fooner faw his valet enter the apart- 
ment, in confequence of having forced 
the lock, than he prefented full at his 
face, and drew the trigger. Happily 
the priming flafhed in the pan, with- 
out communicating with the charge; 
fo that his furious purpofe did not take 
effect upon the countenance of honett 
Pipes; who, difregardful of theattempt, 
though he knew the contents of the 
piece, afked, without the Jeaft altera- 
tion of feature, if it muft he foul wea- 
ther through the whole voyage. 

Peregrine, mad as he was, repented 
of his mifchievous intent againft fuch 
a faithful adherent, in the very mo- 
ment of execution ; and had it proved 
fatal, according to the defign, in all 
probability he would have applied an- 
other to his own head. There are cer- 
tain confiderations that ftrike upon the 
mind with irrefiitible force, even in the 
midft of it’s diftra&tion; the momen- 
tary recolle&tion of fome particular 
fcene, occafioned by the features of 
the devoted victim, hath often ftruck 
the dagger from the affaffin’s hand. 
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By fuch an impulfe was Pipes protected 
from any repeated effort of his matfter’s 
rage; the friendly caufe of his prefent 
difobedience flafhed upon the conviétion 
of Peregrine, when he beheld the rug- 
ged front of his valet, in which alfo 
ftood difclofed his long and faithful 
fervice, together with the recommen- 


- dation of the deceafed commodore. 


Though his wrath was immediately 
fuppreffed, and his heart torn with re- 
morfe for what he had done, his brows 
remained {till contraéted ; and darting 
a moft ferocious regard at the intruder, 
© Villain! faid he, ‘ how dare you treat 
‘me with fuch difrefpeé& ?’}—-* Why 
© fhouldn’t I lend a hand for the pre- 
‘ fervation of the thip,’ anfwered the 
unruffied Pipes, ‘ when there is more 
* fail than ballaft aboard, and the pi- 

lot quits the helm in defpair ? What 
fignifies one or two broken voyages, 
fo Jong as’ our timbers are ftrong, . 
and our veffel in good trim; if fhe 
-jofes upon one tack, mayhap fhe 
may gain upon t’other; and I°ll be 
damn’‘d if one day or other we don’t 
fetch. up our lee-way: as for the 
~ matter of provifion, you have ftarted 
a pretty good ftock of money into 
ny hold, and you are welcome to 
hoift it up again when you wool ?” 
Here Tom was interrupted by the 
arrival of Mr. Crabtree, who feeing 
Peregrine with a piftol in his hand, 
and fuch wild diforder in his looks ; 
his head, hands, and mouth, befmear- 
ed with blood; and moreover, {mell-' 
ing the gunpowder which had been 
burnt; actually believed he had either 
committed, or was bent upon murder, 
and accordingly retreated down ftairs 
with infinite difpatch. All his fpeed 
could not convey him without the reach 
of Pipes, who overtaking him in his 
paffage, carried him back into his ma-: 
fter’s apartment, obferving by the way, 
that this was no time to fheer off, when 
his confort ftood in need of his affilt- 
ance. : ’ 

There was fomething fo ruefully fee 
vere in the countenance of Cadwalla- 
der, thus compelled, that at any other 
time our hero would have laughed at 
his concern; but at prefent there was 
nothing rifible in his difpofition: he 
had, however, laid afide his piltol, and 
endeavoured, though in vain, to com- 
pofe his internal difturbance; for he 
could not utter. one fyllable to the mie - 
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fanthrope, but food ftaring at him in 
filence, with a moft delirious afpect, 
‘This.did not tend to.difpel the difmay 
of : his. friend ; wha, after fome recol- 
le&tion, ‘1 wonder,’ {aid he, ¢ that you 
¢ have never killed your man before. 

¢, Pray how may, you have difpoled of 
‘ the body 2’. - Pickle having recovered 
the faculty,of {peech, ordered his lac- 

tey out of the room, and ina moft 
incoherent detail, made Crabtree ac- 
quainted with the -perfidious conduct of, 
the minifter. . 

“ Theconfidante-was very glad to find 
his fears difappainted,; forhe had really 

oncluded, that fome life was loft. 
Pabsains the yonth too much agitat-- 
ed: to. be treated by ‘hiny in his. ufual 

‘ ftyley he owned ‘that -Sir Steady was.a 
rafcal; encouraged Pickle with the hope 
of. bene one day able to make reprifa!s. 
upon hi m; inthe ,mean, time offered’ 
him, money for his. immediate occa- 
fions ; exhorted him to exert his own- 
qualifications in rendering himfelf in= 
dependent of fuchmifcreants ; and fi-: 
nally, counfelled. hiya to reprefent his. 
wrengs to the nobleman whom he had. 
formerly obfiged, with a.iew of inte- 
refting, that; peer an, his, behalf, or at 
leaft of obtaining a.fatisfactory. expla- 
nation from the mipilter, that he might» 
take ao prematett mealures of re- 
venge. , 

Thefe: sdmotieins were ; ~~ 
milder and . mor¢; ‘agreeable., than. ours 
hero, expected from the: mifanihrope;: 
that they had a very favourable -efiest, 
upoa his tran{ports, ’ which gradually, 
fubfided, until he became, fo-tractable, 
as; to. promife that be wayld conform 
to his advice; in confequence of which 
he next-morning waited apon hisjlord-, 
thip, who received, him very politely, 
ap ufual,.and with great: patience heard , 
his, complaint, witich,/ by the bye, he, 
could. not repeat-without fome hafty. 
ebullitions of paflionate refentment. 
This peer, after having gently difap-° 
proved of the letter of expottulation, 
which had produced fuch, unfortynate 
effefts, kindly undertook to recommend 
his cafe to the minifter, and actually 
performed his promife thar.iame day, 
when Sir Steady informed him, to his 
uéter altonifhment, that the poor young 
gentleman was difordered in his brain, 
fo that he could not poffibly be proyid - 
ed forin a place of importance with 
any regard tothe fervice; and it could 
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nat: be-expedted. that: he- (Sir Steady) 
would, fupport his extravagance from, 
his; own private purfes ‘thar. he. had,, 
indeed, at the folicitation of a noble- 
inan deceafed, made hima prefent- of 
three hundred pounds, i in confideration 
of fome lofs that he pretended to- have 
fuftained in, an eleétion,;, but fince that 
time.-had pergeived in chim. ‘fuch indif- 
putable marks of luiiacy, both by- his 
diftracted letters and perional behavi- 
our, as obliged him to give order, that, 
he fhould not be admitted into the 
houfe. To corroborate this. affer tion, 
the minifter actually ca}led in thé evi- 
dence of his own porter, and one of the 
gentlemen of, his: houfhold, who had. 
heard the execrations that efcaped ‘our 
youth when he firt found himéelf ex- 
cluded: In thort, the nobleman was 
convinced, that Peregrime}was certain- 
ly and bona fide mad: as a March hare; 
and, by the help. of this intimation, 
Lae to recollect fome fymptoms of . 
diftragtion which appeared ia his, Jatt. 
vifit; he remembered a, certain.incohies 
rence in his fpeechy a vielence-of gef-) 
ture and wildnefs of dook,' that now, 
evidently denoted a dittebed under~ 
ftanding ; and he determined, for his. 
own credit and fecuaity, to difentangle. 
himfelf. from fuch a A —— a ac-: 
quaintance. 

With this yiew,' he, in iain ‘oid cs, 
Si: Steady, commanded his, gate to be 
fhut againft our adventurer; fo that, 
when he went.to know:the refalt of his; 
lordthip’s conference withthe, miniftery . 
the door was flung.i in_ his, fage,. ands 
the janitor told him, through jan. aren) 
grate, that hemeeded | not tg give hini-, 
feit the trouble of calling, again, for: 
hig: lend defired, to :be exculed from; 
feeing him. He {poke vora syord in, 
anfwer, to this: declarations which he 
immediately imputed to the ill, offices 
of theminifter, againft whom he breath - 
eq, defiance and revenge, in his.way'to 
thes de: igiugs of Cadwallader ; ; whotbe- 
ing made acquainted. with, the manner | 
of his reception, begged he would de-» 
fit from all-tchemes, of vengeance, | 
until he (Crabtree) -fhould, be! able-to., 
unrildle the myftery,,of the, whole, 
which, he did net doubt of naveiling by. 
means of his acquai a fami-. 
ly in. which his lordthip often spent the 
evening at whilk, 5 ; 

It was not long before he had ¢ 


defied opportunity 5 the nobler 
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ing under no injunétiens or obligation - 
to keep the affair fecret,, difcovered the. 
young) gentleman’s misfortune, by 
way of news,'.tq the firft company in’ 
which he happened.to--be; and Pere; 
grine’s name,3wvas not{o obfcure in,the.. 
tathioniable-world,, but that his difor- , 
der became the general topick of con- | 
verfation far, adays fo that.his friend’. 
foon partook.of, the intelligence, and | 
fgund .meéans topleamn the particulars, 
of thesminifter’s information, as above , 
related. Nay, ‘he. was in danger of 
becoming .a jprofelyte to Sir Steady’s : 
opinion, when he’ recalled and com- 
aned every <cireumftance which he 
knew of .Pickle’s impatience and im-,, 
petuofity. - © tad 
-Indeed, nothing more eafily gains 
credit than an imputation of madnefs ; 
fixed, upon any perfon whatfoever : for 
when the fufpicion of .the world. is 
rouzed, and it’s obfervation once fet 
at work, the wifeft, the cooleft man 
uponyearth; will; by.fome particulars 
in his, behaviour, convict himielf of 
the charge: ‘every, fiogularity in, his- 
drefs and manner (and {uch are obfemye. 
able invevery perfon)-that before pafled 
unheeded, now, rifes up in judgment, 
againft him, with all the exaggeration , 
of the obferver’s fancy ; and the faga-~ 
cious examiner perceives diftraction in! 
every glance of the-eye, turn ofthe: 
finger, and motion of the head: when ; 
he fpeaks; there isa ftrange peculidri-s 
ty in his arguinents and--exprefiion 5 
when he holds. his tongue,, his, imagi-~ 
nation teems with fome extravagant ; 
reverie; his fobriety ef demeanor is no 
other than a ducid.imterval, and his.' 
paffion mere delirium. He te 
If people of the nioft fedate and in- 
fipid life and converfation are fiibject. 
to. fuch criticifms, no wonder, then, 
they fhould take place upon a youth 
of Peregrine’s fiery difpofition, which, 
on fomeoccafions, would have actually - 
juftified any remarks of this kind - 
which his greateft.enemies could make. 
He. was accordingly prefented as one , 
of thofe enterprizing bucks, who, after 
having {pent.their fortunes.in riot and 
excefs, are happily betett of their un- > 
derftanding, and -confequently inien- 
fible of the.,want and didgrace which ; 
they have entailed upon theméelyes. 
Cadwallader himfelf was fo much 
affected with the report, that for fome: 
time he heftated in his deliberations . 
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upon our hero, before he could prevail 
upon himfelf to communicate to -him:: 
the information he-had received, orto 
treat him in othen refpects as a man of 
found intellects..; At lengthphewever; 
he ventured: to make:Pickle atquainted — 
with the ‘particulars he had learned, 
impparting, them with fuch caution and > 
circumbocutions:as-he thought necef=. 


fay to prevent the young ‘gentleman 


from tranfgrefling ial. bowads of tems: 
petand, moderation: ‘but, for once, he: 
was agreeably deceived in. his prognof= 
tick: . Incenfed as:our heto was at the: 
conduct of the minatter; ‘he could ‘not 
help Jaughing at! the ridiculous afper-.’ 
fioh, which hestaldibis: friend he would. 
foo refutein amannerthat. fhould not: 
be very agreeable to his calumniatérs 
obferying; that itwas-a‘icommon prae- | 
tice with the {tate pildt thus to flaader: 
thofe people to whom he. lay utider’ 
obligations which he had no mindte: 
difcharge. ¢ True it is,’ faid:Pere=* 
grine, ‘ he has-fueceeded more: than 
‘ once in contrivances: of :this kind,’ 
‘-having actually-reduced divers peo- 
‘ ple of- weak heads to fuch:extremity ’ 
‘of defpair, as. hath iffuedin down- 
‘right diftragtion, whereby he. was 
‘rid of -theiir importunities, and his 
‘ judgment confirmed. at. ithe fame” 
‘time: ‘but E have now (thank Hea- 
‘-ven!), attained’to “fuch ‘a pitch of: 
‘ philofophical. refalution, as-will fap=> 
‘ sport me againft ald his machinations §. 
© and I will forthwithexhibitthe mon-: 
‘ fter to the publick, in his true linéa- 
‘ ments of craft, perfidy, and ‘ingya-° 
© titude,’ +d ~ 
; This indeed wastheplan with which‘ 
Mr. Pickle had amufed himifelf dur- 
ing the refearches of Crabtree ; and by 
this time it fo effectually flattered his + 
imagination, that he believed he fhowld 
be able to bring his adverfary (infpite 
ofall his power)sto: his own terms of 
fubmiflion, by diftinguifhing himfelf * 
in the lilt of thofe who, at that period, 
wrote againft the adminiftration. Nor ; 
was this fcheme fo extravapant as it > 
may teem to be, had not he overlook- 
ed one material circumitance, which 
Cadwallader hiinfelf did not recolle&* 
when he approved of this project. 
White he thus meditated vengeance, 
the fame of his diforder, in due courfe 
of circulation, reached the ears of that 
lady of quality, whofe memoirs have * 
appeared in the third volume of thefe - 
; adventures, 
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adventures. The correfpondence with 
which fhe had honoured our hero had 
been long broke off, for the reafon 
already advanced, namely, his dread 
of being expofed to her infatuating 
charms. He had been candid enough 
to make her acquainted with the caufe 
of exiling himfelf from her prefence ; 
and the admitted the prudence of felf- 
reftraint, although fhe would have been 
very well fatished with the continuance 
of his intimacy and converfation, winch 
were not at .all beneath the defre of 
any lady in thekingdom. Notwith- 
ftanding this interruption, fhe fill re- 
tained a friendfhip and regard for his 
character, and felt all the affliction of 
a-humane heart, at the news of his 
misfortunes and deplorable diftemper. 
She had feen him courted-and culti- 
vated in the fun-fhine of his profperi- 
ty; but the knew, from fad experience, 
how all thofe infect followers fhrink 
away in the winter of diitrefs. Her 
compaffion reprefented him as a poor 
nphappy lunatick, deftitute of all the 


neceflaries of life, dragging about the“ 


ruins of human nature, and exhibit- 


meg the fpectacle of blafted youth, to’ 


the feorn and abhorrence of his fellow- 
creatures. . Aching with thefe charita- 


ble confiderations, the found means to— 


learn in what part of the town he 


fodged ; and laying afide all fuperfiu- ’ 
ous ceremony, wentin a hackney-chair ' 


to his door, which was opened by the 
ever faithful Pipes. . 
.Her ladythip immediately recolle&- 


ed the features of his trufty follower, ’ 


whom fhe could not help loving in her 
heart, for his attachment and fidelity ; 
which, after fhe had applauded with 
2 moit gracious commendation, fhe 
kindly enquired after the ftate of his 
mafter’s health, and afked if he was in 
2 condition to be feen. 

‘Tom, who could not fuppofe that the 


‘vit of a fine lady would be unaccept- 


able toa youth of Peregrine’s com- 
plexion, made no verbal reply to the 
queition; but beckoning her ladythip 
with an arch fignificance of feature, 
at which fhe could not forbear fimil- 
ing, walked foftly up ftairs; and the, 
mm obedience to the fignal, followed 
her guide into the apartment of our 
hero, whom fhe found at a writing- 
table, in the very act of compoiing an 
eulogium upon his good triend Sir 
Steady. The nature of his. work had. 
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animated his countenance with an une. 


common degree of vivacity; and being 
drefied in a neat difhabille, his figure 
could not have appeared to more ad- 
vantage in the eye of a perfon who de- 
fpifed the tinfel of unneceflary orna- 
ment. She was extremely well pleafed 
to-fee her expectations fo agreeably 
difappointed; for, mftead of the fqua- 
lid circumftances and wretched looks 
attending indigence and diftraGtion, 
every thing was decent and genteel, 
and the patient's afpect fuch as be- 
tokened internal fatisfaétion. Hear- 
ng the ruftling of filkin his room, he 
lifted up his eyes from the paper, and 
feeing her ladyfhip, was ftruck with 
aftonifhment and awe, as at the un- 


expected apparition of fome fuperna- 


tural being. 


Before he «conti areectiaiGetientel® 


from his confufion, which called the 
blood into his cheeks, fhe told him, 
that, on the ftrength of old acquain- 
tance, fhe was come to vifit ‘him, 
though it was a long time fince he had 
given her good reafon to believe he had 
abfolutely forgot that there was fuch 
a perfon as fhe in being. After hav- 
ing made the moft warm acknowledg- 
ments for this unforefeen honour, he 
affured her ladythip, that the fubject of 
her reproach was not his fault, but 


- 


rather his very great misfortune; and - 


that if it had been in his power to for- 
get her fo cafily as fhe feemed to ima- 
gine, he fhould never have given her 
caufe to tax him with wantof duty and 
refpect. 

‘Still dubious of his fituatron, the 
began to converfe with him on diffe- 
rent fubjects; and he acquitted him- 
felf fo well in every particular, that 
fhe no longer doubted his having been 
mifreprefented by the malice of his 
enemies; and candidly told him the 
caufe and intent of her coming. He 
was not deficient in expreflions of gra- 
titude for this inftance of her genero- 
fity and friendfhip, which even drew 
tears from his eyes. As tothe impu- 
tation of madnefs, he explained it fo 
much to her ladythip’s fatisfa€tion, 
that fhe evidently perceived he had 
been barbaroufly dealt with, and that 
the charge was no other than a moft 
villainous afperfion. 

Notwithftanding all his endeavours 
to conceal the true ftate of his finances, 
it was impoffible foy him to give thi s 
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detail without difclofing fome of the 
difficulties under which he laboured; 
and her ladyfhip’s fagacity divining the 
reft, fhe not only made him a tender of 
afliitance, but prefenting a bank-note 
for a confiderable fum, infifted upon 
his acceptance of it, as a trifing mark 
of her efteem, and a fpecimen of what 
fhe was inclined to do in his behalf. 
But this mark of her benevolence he 
would by no means receive; affuring 
her that though his affairs were at pre- 
fent a little perplexed, he had never 
felt the Jeaft circumftance of diftrefs, 
and begging that fhe would not fub- 
ject. him to the burden of fuch an un- 
necefflary obligation. 

Being obliged to put up with this re- 
fufal, the protefted fhe would never for- 
give him, fhould fhe ever hear that he 
had rejected her offer when he ftood in 
need of her aid; or if in time tocome, 
he thould not apply to her triendhhip, if 
ever he fhould find himfelf incommod- 
ed in point of fortune: * An over- 
‘ delicacy in this refpect,’ faid fhe, 
¢ I thall look upon as a difapprobation 
“ of my own conduct; becaufe I my- 
* felf have been obliged to have recourfe 
* to my friends in fuch emergencies.” 

Thefe generous remonitrances and 
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‘-felf one of your moft paffionate ad- 
‘ mirers."=—~* If you do,” replied her 
ladythip, ¢ I fhall not be fool enough 
* to believe a madman, unlefs I were 
* afflured that your diforder proceeded 
‘ from your love: and that this was 
.* the cafe, I fuppofe you will find it 
« difficult to prove."—* Nay, Madam,” 
cried the youth, ¢ I have in this drawer 
‘ what will convince you of my hav- 
‘ ing been mad on that ftrains and 
‘ fince you doubt. my pretenfion, you 
‘ muft give me leave to producé my 
* teftimonials.” So faying, he opened 
a {crutore, and taking out a paper, pre- 
fented her with the following Song, 
which he had written in her praife, im- 
mediately after he was made acquaint- 
ed with the particulars of her ftory. 


I. 
HILE with fond rapture and amaze, 
On thy tranfcendent charms gage, 
My cautious foul eflays in vain 
Her peace and freedom to maintain: 
_ Yet let that blooming form divine, 
Where grace and harmony combine; 
Thofe eyes, like genial orbs that mote, 
Difpenfing gladnefs, joy, and love; 
4n all their pomp affail my view, 
Intent my bofom to fubdue; 
y breaft, hy wary maxims fteel'd, 


marks of particular friendfhip, could” Not all thofe charms fhall force to yield. 


not fail to make a deep impreffion up- 
on the heart of our hero, which ftill 
fmarted from the former impulfe of 
her charms: he not only felt all thofe 
tranfports which a man of honour and 
fenfibility may be fuppofed to feel up- 
on fuch an occafion, but the fentiments 
of a more tender paflion awaking in 
his breaft, he could not help expreffing 
himfelf in terms adapted to the emo- 
tions of his foul; and at length plainly 
told her, that were he difpofed to be 
a beggar, he would atk fomething of 
infinitely more importance to his peace, 
than the charitable affiftance the had 
proffered. 

Her lady fhip had too much penetra- 
tion to miftake his meaning; but as 
fhe did not chufe to encourage his ad- 
vances, pretended to interpret his in- 
timation into a general compliment of - 
gallantry, and in a jocofe manner, de- 
fired he would not give her any reafun 
to believe his Jucid interval was paft. 
« In faith, my lady,” faid he, * I per- 
* ceive the fitcoming on; and I don’t 
© fee why I may not ufe the privilege of 
§ my ditemper, fo faras to declare my- 


But when, invok’d to beauty’s aid, 
J fee th’ enlighten’d foul difplay'd ; 
That foul, fo fenfibly fedate 

Amid the ftorms of froward fate! 
Thy genius active, ftrong, and clear, 
Thy wit fublime, tho’ not fevere; 
The f{ocia} ardour, void of art, 

That glows within thy candid heart; 
My {pirits, fenfe, and ftrength, decay, 
My refolution dies away; 
Aad, ev ry faculty opprefs’d, 
Almighty Love invades my brea! 


~ 


Her ladyfhip having perufed this 
production; * Were I inclined to be 
« fufpicious,’ faid fhe, * I fhould be- 
‘ lieve that I had no fhare in pro- 
‘ ducing this compofition, which feems 
to have been infpired by a nweh 
more amiable object. However, I 
will take your word for your inten- 
tion, and thank you for the unmerit- 
ed compliment, though I have met 
with it in fuch an accidental man- 
ner. Neverthelefs, I mutt be fo free 
as to tell you, it is now high time 
for you to contragt that unbounded 
§ fpirit of gallantry, which you have 

‘ indulged 


‘ 
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-'§ indulged fo long,. into a fincere “at- 
“tachment for the fair Emilia, who, 

. © by all accounts, deferves the whole 
* of your attention and regard.” Hts 
nerves thrilled) at mention of that 
name, which he never heard pronounc- 
‘ed without agitation. Rather than 
undergo the tonféquence of a conver- 
fation upon this fubject, he chofe to 
drop theitheme of love altogether, and 
induftrioufly introduced fome othér 
topick of difcourfe. : 


CHAP. XII. 


HE WRITES AGAINST THE MINI- 
STER, BY' WHOSE INSTIGATION 
.HE 18 ARRESTED, AND MOVES 
HIMSELF BY HABEAS CORPUS 
INTO THE FLEET. 


M* lady having prolonged her 
ftay beyond the period of a 
common vifit, and repeated her pro- 
teltations in the moft frank and oblig- 
ing manner, took lier leave of our ad- 
venturer, who promifed to pay his re- 
fpects to her in a few days at her own 
houfe. Meanwhile, he refumed his 
tafk; aud having finithed a moft fevere 
remonftrance againft Sir Steady, not 
only with regard to his private ingra- 
titude, but alfo to his mal-admini- 
ftration of publick affairs, he fent to 
the author of a weekly paper, who had 
been long a profeffed reformer in po- 
liticks; and it appeared in a very few 
days, with a note of the publither, 
defixing, the favour of farther corre- 
{pondence with the author. 

The animadverfions contained in this 
{mall eflay weré fo fpirited and judici- 
ous, and a great many new lights 
thrown upon the fubje&t with fuch per- 
{picuity, as attraétedl the notice of the 
publick in an) extraordinary manner, 
and helped to raife the character of the 
paper in which it was inferted.. The 
-minifter was not the Jaft who examined 
the performance, which, in fpite of all 
his boaited temper, provoked him to 
fuch a degree, that he fet his empflaries 
at work, and by dint of corruption pro- 
cured a fight of the manufcript in Pere- 
grine’s*own hand-writing; which he 
immediately recognized ; but for farther 
‘confirmation of his epinion, he com- 
pared it with the two letters which he 


‘in the moft opprobrious manner. 
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had ‘received from our adventurer. Had 
‘he known the young’gentleman’s talents 
for declamation were fo' ‘acute, pertiaps 
he'would never have given him caufe to 
complain, but employed him in the vin- 
dication of his own meafures; nay, he 
might ftill have treated him like fome 
other authors whom he’ had brought 
over from the oppofition, had-hot the 
keennefs of this firtt affault ineenfed him 
to.adefire of revenge.-! He, therefore, 
no fooner made this difcovery, than he 
conveyed his direftions to his dependant 
the receiver-genéral,; who was pofleffed 
of Pickle’s notés. Next day, while our 
autHor -ftood within. a circle of his ac- 
quaintance, at a certain coffee-houfe, 
holding forth with great eloquénce up- 
‘on the difeafes of the ftate, he was 
accofted by a bailiff, who entering the 
recom with five or fix followers, told 
him aloud, that he had a writ againft 
him for twelve hundred pounds, at the 
fuit of Mr. Ravage Gleanum. 

The whole company were aftonifhed 
at this addrefs, which did not fail to 
difcompofe the defendant him(félf, who 
(as it were inftin&tively) in the midit of 
his confufion, faluted the officer acfofs 
the head with his cane; in confequence 


‘of which application he was furrounded 


and difartned in an inftant by the gang, 
who carried him off to the next tavern 
Nor 
did one of the fpe€tators interpofe in his 
behalf, or vifit him in‘his confinement 


‘with the lealt tender of advice or affift- 


ance; fuch is the zeal of a coffee-houfe 
friendfhip. 4 

This ttroke was the more fevere upon 
our hero, as it was altogether unexpedh- 
ed: for he had utterly forget the debt 


‘for which he was artefted.’ His prefent 


indignation was, however, chiefly kin- 
dled againft the bailiff, who had done his 
effice in fuch a difrefpeétful manner: 
and the firft ufe he made of his recollec- 
tion in the houfe to-which they condué&- 
ed him, was to chaftife him for the info- 
lerice and indecency of his behaviour. 
This tafk he performed with his bare 
fitts, every other weapon being previ- 
oufly conveyed out of his reach; and 
the delinquent underwent his difcipline 
with furprizing patience and refignation, 


-atking’ pardon with great humility, and 


protefting before God, that he had never 
willingly and wittingly ufed any gentlé- 
man with ill-manners, but had been 

ole. &s ' com- 
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eémmanded to arreft our adventurer ac-- 


cording to, the exprefs direétion of the 
creditor, on pain of forfeiting bis place. 


By this declaration Peregrine wasap- : 
peafed, and out of a delirium of, paffion : 
waked to all the horrors of reflection. 
All the, glory of his youth was now | 
eclipfed, all the bloffoms of his. hope, 


were blafted, and he faw himfelf doom. 
ed to the miferies of a gaol, without. the 
leaft profpeét of enlargement, except in 


the iffue of his law-{uit, of which he 
had, for fome time pait, grown lefs and - 


- lefs confident every day, What would 
become of the unfortunate, if the confti- 


tution of the mind did not permit them, 
to bring one paffion into the field againft 
another! paffions that cperate on the. 
human breaft, like poifons of a diffe- 


rent nature, ¢xtinguifhing each other's 


effect. Our hero’s grief reigned in full 


defpotifm, until it was depofed, by re-_ 


venge ; qanng the predominancy of 
which, he confidered every thing which 
had happened as a circumftance con-, 


ducive to it’s gratification: ‘ If I mut 


‘ be prifoner for. life,’ faid he to him- 
felf, * if I muft relinquith all my pay, 
expectations, let me at leaft have the. 
fatisfaétion of clanking my chains fo as 
to interrupt the repofe of my adverfary ;, 
and let me fearch in my own breait 
for that peace and contentment, which 
I have not been able to find in all the 
fcenes of my fuccefs. In being de- 
tached from the world, I fhall be de- 
livered froni folly and ingratitude, as 
well as exempted from an expence, 
which I fhould have found it very dif- 
ficult, if not impracticable, to fup- 
port; I fhall have little or no tempta- 
tion to. mifpend my time, and moie 
undifturbed opportunity to earn iny 
fubfiftence, and profecute my revenge. 
After all, a gaol is the beit.tub to 
which a cynick philofopher can re- 
Tig." 

In confequence of thefe comfortable 
reflections, he fenta letter to Mr. Crab- 
tree, with an account of his misfortune, 
fignifying his refolution to move him- 
* delf immediately into the Fleet, and de- 
firing that he would fend him fome un- 
derftanding attorncy of his acquaintance, 
who would diie& him into the fteps ne- 
ceflary to be taken for that purpofe, 
The mifanthrope, upon the receipt of 
this intimation, went in perfon to a 
lawyer, whom he accompanied to the 
{punging-houfe, whither the prifoyer 
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had bythis time retired. Peregrine was, 
under the aufpices of this director, con- 
duéted to the judges chamber, where he 
was left inthe cuftody of a tipftaff; and 
after having. paid for a warrant of Ha- 
beas Corpus, by him conveyed to the 
Flect, and delivered to the, care of the 
warden... , . - 

‘\Here he was i 


bar 


ntroduced to thie lodge, 


in which he was obliged to expofe him-. 


felf a full half hour to the eyes of all the 


turnkeys and:door-keepers, who took, 


an accurate fugyey of his perfon, that 
they might know him again at firit fight : 
and then he was turned loofé into the 
place called, the, Mafter’s Side, haying 
given a valuable confideration for that. 
privilege. This is a large range of 
building, containing fome hundreds of 
lodging.rooms for the convenience of 
the prifoners, who pay fo much per week 
for that accommodation. In fhort, this 
community is like a city detached froin 
all communication with the neighbour- 
ing parts, regulated by it’s own laws, 
and furnifhed with peculiar convenien-~ 
cies for the ufe of the inhabitants. 
There is a coffee-houfe for the. refort of 
gentlemen, in which all forts of liquors. 
are kept, and a publick kitchen where 
any quantity of meat is fold at_a very 
reafonable rate, or any kind of provi-. 
fion boiled and roafted gratis for the 
poor prifoners: nay, there are certain 
fervants of the publick, who are obliged 
to go to market, at the pleafure of in- 
dividuals, without fee or reward from 
thofe who employ them; nor are they 
cooped up, fo as to be excluded from 
the benefit of frefh air, there being an 
open area of a confiderable extent, ad- 


jacent to the building, on which they- 


may exercife them{cives in walking, 
fkittles, bowls, and variety of other di- 
verfions, according to the inclination of 
each. ; 

_ Our adverturer being admitted a de- 
nizen of this community, found himfclf 
bewildered in the midit of ftrangers, 
who, by their appearance, did not at 
all prepoffefs bim in their favour; and 
after having ftrolled about the place with 
his friend Cadwallader, repaired to the 
coffee-houfe, in order to be farther in- 
formed of the peculiar cuftoms which it 
was neceflary for him to know. 

There, while he endeavoured to pick 
up intelligence from the bar-keeper, he 
was accolted by a perfon in canonicals, 
who very civilly afked if he was a new= 
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comer. Being anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, he gave him the falutation of wel- 
come to the fociety, and, with great 
hofpitality, undertook to initiate him 
in the conftitutions of the brotherhood. 
‘This humane clergyman gave him to 
underftand, that his firft cate ought to 
be that of fecuring a lodging ; telling: 
him, there was a certain number of 
apartments in the prifon let at the fame 
price, though fome were, more commo- 
dious than others; and that when the 


better fort became vacant, by the re- 


moval of their poffeffors, thofe who fuc- 
ceeded in point of feniority had the 
privilege  achupite the empty tene- 
ments preferable to the reft of the in- 
habitants, howfoever refpeétable they 
might otherwife be ; that when the gaol 
was very much crouded, there was but 
one chamber allotted for two lodgers ; 
but this was not confidered as any great 
Hardthip on the prifoners, becaufe, in 
that cafe, there was always a fufficient 
wumber of males who willingly ad- 
mitted the females to a fhare in their 
apartments and beds: not but that the 
time had been, when this expedient 
would not anfwer the occafion, becaufe 
after a couple had been quartered in 
every room, there was a confiderable 
refidue {till unprovided with lodging ; 
fo that for the time being, the laft com- 
ers were obliged to take up their habi- 
tation in Mount Scoundrel, an apart- 
ment moft miferably furnithed, in which 
they lay promifcuoufly amidft filth and 
vermin, until they could be better ac- 
commodated in due courfe of rotation. 
Peregrine hearing the defcription of 
this place, began to be very inpatient 
about his night’s lodging; and the par- 
fon perceiving his anxiety, conducted 
him, without lofs of time, to the war- 
den, who forthwith put him in poffef- 
fion of. a paltry chamber, for which he 
agreed to pay half a crown a week, 
This point being fettled, his director 
gave him an account of the diffeient 
methods of eating, either fingly, in a 
mefs, or at an ordinary; and advifed 
him to chufe the laft, as the moft repu- 
table, offering to introduce him next 
day to the beft company in the Fleet, 
who always dined together in publick. 
Pickle having thanked this gentleman 
for his civilities, and promifed to be 
governed by his advice, invited him to 
pafs the evening at his apartment; and 
in the mean tune flut himfelf up with 
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Crabtree, in order to deliberate upow’ 
the wreck of his affairs. Of all his” 
ample fortune, nothing now remained* 
but his wardrobe, which was not very 
fumptuous, about thirty guineas in cafh, 
and the garrifon, which the mifanthrope 
counfelled hin to convert into ready 
money for his prefent fubfiftence. This 
advice, however, he abfolutely rejected, 
not only on account of his having al- 
ready. beftowed it upon Hatchway, dur- 
ing the term of his natural life, but 
alfo with a view of retaining fome me- 
mortal of the commodore’s generofity. 
He propofed, therefore, to fimfh in this 
retreat the tranflation which he had un- 
dertaken, and earn his future fubfift- 
ence by labour of the fame kind. He 
defired Cadwallader to take charge of 


his moveables, and fend to him fuch 


linen and cloaths as he fhould have 
occafion for in his confinement. But, 
among al] his difficulties, nothing em- 
barraffed him fo much as his faithful 
Pipes, whom he could no longer enter- 
tain in his fervice. He knew ‘om had’ 
made fhift ‘to pick up a competency in 
the courfe of his miniftration; but that 
reflection, though it in fome meafure, 
alleviated, could not wholly prevent the 
mortification he fhould fuffer in parting 


- with an affectionate adherent, who was 


by this time become as neceffary to him 
as one of his own members, and who 
was fo accuftomed to live under his 
eommand and proteétion, that he did 
not believe the fellow could reconcile 
himfelf to any other way of life. 
Crabtree, in order to make him eafy 
on that {core, offered to adopt him in 
the room of his own valet, whom he 
would difmifs ; though he obferved, that 


_ Pipes had been quite ipoiled in our hero’s 


fervice. But Peregrine did not chufe 
to lay his friend under that inconve- 
nience, knowing that his prefent lac- 
quey underftood and complied with all 
the peculiarities of his homour, which 
Pipes would never be able to ftudy or 
regard; he therefore determined to fend 
him back to his fhip-mate Hatchway, 
with whom he had {pent the fore part of 
his life. 

Thefe points being adjufted, the two 
friends adjourned to the coffte-houfe, 
with a view of enquiring into the cha- 
racter of the clergyman, to whofe bene- 
ficence our adventurer was fo much in- 
debted. ‘They learned he “was a per- 
fon who had incurred the difpleafure ad 
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the bifhop in whofe diocefe he was fet- 
tled, and, being unequal in power to 
his.antagonift, had been driven to the 
Fleet, in.confequence of his obftinate 
oppofition ; though he ftill found means 
to enjoy a. pretty canfiderable income, 
by certain irregular practices .in the way 
of his funtion, which income was chief- 
ly confumed in acts of humanity to his 
 fellow-creatures in diftrefs. _ 

_ His eulogium was fearce finifhed, 
when he entered the room, according to 
appointment with Peregrine, who or- 
dering wine and fomething for fupper 
to be carried to his apartment, the tri- 
umivirate went thither; and Cadwallader 
taking his leave for the night, the.two 
fellqw-prifoners paffed the evening very 
fociably, our hero being entertained by 
his new companion with the private hif- 
tory of the place, fome particulars of 
which were extremely curious. He told 
him, that the perfon who attended the 
at fupper, bowing with the moft abjett 
fervility, and worfhipping them every 
time he opened his mouth, with the 
epithets of your mess and your honour, 
had, a few years before, been actually 
a captain in the guards; who, after 
having run his career in the great world, 
had threaded every ftation in their com- 


munity, from that of a buck of the firft 


order, who {waggers about the Fleet in 
a laced coat with a footman and whore, 
to the degree of a tapfter, in which he 
was now happily fettled. ‘ If you will 
take the trouble of going into the 
cook’s kitchen,” faid he, ¢ you will 
perceive a beat: metamorphofed into 
a turn-{pit; and there are fome hewers 
of wood and drawers of water in this 
microcofm, who have had forefts and 
fifh- ponds of their own: yet notwith- 


fortune, they are neither objeéts of re- 
gard or compaffion, becaufe their mis- 
fortunes are the fruits of the moft 
vicious extravagance, and they are 
abfulutely infenfible of the mifery 
which is their lot. ‘Thofe of our fel- 
low-fufferers who have been reduced 
by undeferved loffes, or the precipi- 
tation of unexperienced youth, never 
fail to meet, with the moft brotherly 
affiftance, provided they behave with 
decorum, andia due fenfe of their un- 
happy circumftances. Nor are we de- 
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tious, who refule to comply with the 
regulations of the place, and difturb 


a 


ftanding fuch a miferable reverfe of . 


ttitute of power to chaftife the licen-_ 
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the peace of. the community with riot 
and diforder, » Juftice is here impar- 
‘tially agen weaed hy a court of equi- 
ty, confifting of a fele& number of 
the moft refpeétable inhabitants, who 
‘ punith all offenders with equal judg- 
‘ ment and refolution, after they have 
‘ been fairly convi@ted of the crimes 
‘ jaid to their charge.” . 

The clergyman having thus explained 
the eeconomy of the place, as well.as 
the caufe of his awn confinement, be- 
gan to difcover figns of curiofity touch- 
ing our hero's fituation; and Pickle, 
thinking he could do no ‘lefs for the 
fatisfaGion of a man who had treated 
him in fuch an hofpitable manner, fa- 
voured him with a detail of the circum. 
ftances which produced .his imprifon- 
ment: at the fame time ,gratifying his 
refentment againft the minifter, which 
delighted in recapitulating the injuries 
he had.received. The parfon, who had 
been prepofleffed in favour of our youth 
at fir(t fight, underftanding what a con- 
fiderable part he had aéted on the ftage 
of life, felt his veneration increafe; and, 
pleafed with the opportunity of intro- 
ducing a ftranger of his confequence to 
the club, left him to his repofe, or ra- 
ther to ruminate on an event which he 
had not as yet ferioufly confidered. 

I might here, in imitation of fome 
celebrated writers, furnifh out a page 
or two, with the refle&tions he made 
upon the inftability of human. affairs, 
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the treachery of the world, and the te- 


merity of youth; and endeavour ‘to de- 
coy the reader into a fmile, by fome 
quaint obfervation of my own, touch- 
ing the fagacious moralizer: but, be-~ 


fides that I look upon this praétice as 


an impertinent anticipation of the pe- 
rufer’s thoughts, I have too much mat- 
ter of importance upon my hands, to 
give the reader the leaft reafon to believe 
that I am driven to fuch paltry fhifts 
in order to cke out the volume. Suf- 
fice it then to fay, our adventurer paffed 
avery uneafy night, not only from the 
thorny fuggettions of his mind, but 
likewife from the anguith of his body, 
which fuffered from the hardnefs of his 
couch, as well as from the natural inha-: 
bitants thereof, that did not tamely 
fuffer his intrufion. 

In the morning he was waked .by 
Pipes, who brought upon his -fhoulder 
@ portmanteau filled with neceffaries, 
according to the direction of Cadwalla- 
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der; and toffing it down upon the floor, 
regaled himfelf with a quid, without 
the leaft manifeftation of concern. Af- 
ter fome paufe, * You' fe, Pipes,’ faid 
his mafter, ‘to what I haye brought 
«mylelf.” — * Ey, ey,” anfwered the 
valet, “once the veffel is afhore, what 
* fignifies ‘talking? We muft bear a 
« hand to tow her off, if we can! if fhe 
“won't budge for all the anchors and 
capitans aboard, after we haye light - 
ened her, by cutting away her mafts, 
and heaving our guns and cargo over- 
board, why, then, mayhap a brifk gale 
of wind, a tide, or current fetting 
from fhore, may float her again in the 
blaft of a whiftle.. Here-is’ two hun- 
dred and ten guineas by the tale, in 
this here canvais bag; and upon this 
{crap of paper—no, avafi—that’s my 
difcharge from the parith for Moll} 
Trundle—ey, here it is—an order for 
thirty pounds upon the what-d’ye-call- 
’em ‘inthe city 5’ and two tickets for 
‘twenty-five and €jghteen, which I lent, 
ayefee, to Sam‘Studdiag, to buy a 
‘cargo of rum, when he hoifted the 
fien of the Commodore at St. Catha- 
'fine’s.” So'faying; he fpread his whole 
itock upon the table, for the acceptance 
of ‘Peregrine } who, being very much 
affected with this frefl’ inttance’ of his 
attachment, exprefled his fatisfaGtion at 
fecing- he had been ‘fuch a good cecono- 
anift, and ‘paid his wages up to that 
very day. “He thanked* him for his 
faithful fervices ; and, obferving that he 
himfelf was no longer” in a condition 
to’ maintain ‘a domeftick, advifed him 
to-rétire tothe parrifon, where he would 
be kindly re¢eived by his friend Hatch- 
way, to wliom he would recommend 
him in the ftrongeft terms. ~~ 
Pipes looked blank at this unexpect- 
ed intimation, to ‘which he replied, that 
he wanted neither pay nor provifion, 
but only to be employed as a tender; 
and that he would not fteer his courfe 
for thegarrifon, unlefs his mafter would 
firft take his lumber aboard. Pickle, 
however, peremptorily refufed to touch 
a farthing ‘of the money, which he 
commanded him to put up; and Pipes 
was fo mortified at‘ his refufal, that 
twitting the notes together, he threw 
them into the fire without hefitation, 
crying, ‘ Damn the money !’ The can- 
vafs bag, with it’s contents, would have 
fhared the fame fate, had not Peregrine 
ftarted up, and fiatching the paper from 
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‘of cold water. 


with a female, not yet taken, againit 
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the flames, ‘ordered his valet,to forbear, 
on pain of being banifhed for ever from 
his fight. He, told him, -that, for the 
prefent, there was a neceffity for his 
being difmiffed, and he difcharged him 
accordingly ; but if he wauld go and 
live quietly with the heutenant, he pro- 
mifed; on the firft favourable’ turn of 
his forttine, to take him again into his 
fervice.. In the meantime he gave him 
to underftand, that he neither wanted, 
nor would make any ufe of his money, 
which he infifted upon ‘his pocketing 
immediately, on pain ‘of forfeiting all 
title to his favour. : 
Pipes was very much chagrined at 
thefe injunctions, to which he made no 
reply; but’ fweeping the money into his 
bag, ftalked off, in filence, with a look 
of grief and mortification, which his 
countenance had never exhibited before. 
Nor was the proud heart of Pickle un- 
moved upon this occafion; he could 
{carce fupprefs his forrow in the pre- 
fence of Pipes, and, as foon as he was 
gone, it vented itfelf‘in tears. 
* Having no great pleafure in converf- 
ing with his own thoughts, he drefled 
himfelf with all convenient difpatch, 
being attended by one of the occafional 
valets of the place, who had formerly 
been a rich mercer m the city; and this 
operation being performed, he went to 
breakfaft at the coffee-houfe, where he 
happened to meet with his friend the 
clergyman, and feveral perfons of gen- 
teel appearance, ‘to whom the doétor 
introduced him ‘as a new mefs-mate.. 
By thefe gentlemen he'was conduéted to 
a place where they fpent the forenoon 
in playing at fives, ‘an exercife in which 
our hero took fingular delight: and 
about one o'clock a court was held, for 
the trial of two delinquents, who had 
tranfgreffed the laws of honefty and 
good order. i : 
~ The firft who appeared at the bar 
was an attorney, accufed of having 
picked a gentleman’s pocket of his 
handkerchief; and the fact being prov- 
ed by inconteftible evidence, he recejved . 
fentence: in confequence of which he 
was immediately carried to the publick 
pump, and fubjected to a fevere cafcade 
This caufe being dif- 
cuffed, they proceeded to the trial of 
the other offender, who wasa lieutenant 
of a man of war, indiéted for a riot, 
which he had committed in company 


the 
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the laws of: the place, and the peace of ' 
his fellow. prifoners. ‘The’ culprit had’ 
been very obftreperous, and abfolutely’ 
refufed to obey the fummons, with’ 
many -expreffions of contempt and de-’ 
fiance againft-the authority of the courts 
upon which the conftables were ordered’ 
to bring him to the bar, wz & armis ; 
and he was accordingly brought before’ 
the judge, after having made a’ moit’ 
defperate refiltance with a hanger, by 
which one of the officers was dange-’ 
roufly wounded. This outrage. was’ 
fuch an aggravation of his crime, that’ 
the court would not venture to decide’ 
upon it, but remitted him to the fen-’ 
tence of the warden; who, by virtue of* 
his di&tatorial power, ordered the rioter’ 
to be loaded with irons, and confined’ 
in the ftrong room, which is a difmal’ 
dungeon, fituated upon the fide of the’ 
ditch, infefted with toads and vermin,’ 
furcharged with noifome damps, and 
impervious to the leatt ray of light. 
Juftice being done upon thefe crimi- 
nals, our adventurer and his company 
adjourned to the ordinary,. which was’ 
kept at the coffee-houfe; and he found,’ 
upon enquiry, that his mefs-mates con- 
filted of one officer, two under-writers,’ 
three projectors, an alchymift, an at- 
torney, a parfon, a brace of poets, a 
baronet, and a.knight of the bath. 
The dinner, though not fumptuous, nor 
very elegantly ferved up, was neverthe-' 
lefs fubftantial, and pretty well dreffed ; 
the wine was tolerable, and all the 
guefts as chearful as if they had beer 
utter ftrangers to calamity; fo that our 
adventurer began to relifh the company,’ 
and mix in the converfation, with that 
{fprightiinefs and eafe which were pecu-" 
liar to his difpofition. ‘The repatt be- 
ing ended, the reckoning paid, and part 
of the gentlemen withdrawn to cards, or 
other avocations, thofe who remained,’ 
among whom Peregrine made one, a- 
greed to fpend the afternoon in conver- 
fation over a bowl of punch; and the 
liquor being produced, they paffed the 
time very focially in various topicks of 
difcourfe, including many curious anec- 
dotes relating to their own. affairs. No 
man fcrupled to own the nature of the 
debt for which he was confined, unlefs 
it happened to. be fome piddling affair ;' 
but on the contrary, boafted of the im-' 
portance of the fum, as a circumitance 
that implied his having been a perfon of: 


conlequence in life; and -he who had: 
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made the moft rematkable efcapes from’ 
bailiffs, was looked- upon as a man of 
fuperior genius and addrefs. i. 

Among other extraordinary “adven-" 
tures of this kind, none was more ro- 
mantick than the laft elopement atchiev-' 
éd by the officer; who told them he had’ 
been arrefted for'a debt of two hundred’ 
pounds, at a time when he could not’ 
command as many pence, and conveyed’ 
to the bailiff’s houfe, in which he con-’ 
tinued a whole fortnight, moving his’ 
lodgings higlter and higher, from time’ 
to time, in proportion to the decay of 
his credit ; until, from the parlour, he’ © 
had made a regular‘afcent to the garret. 
There, while he ruminated on his next’ 
ftep, which would have been to the Mar= 
fhalfea,-and faw the night come on, at 
tended with hunger and cold, the wind’ 
began to blow, and the tiles of the’ 
houfe rattled with the ftorm: his imagi-° 
nation was immediately ftruck with the’ 
idea of efcaping unperceived; amidft’ 
the darknefs and noile of the tempeft,’ — 
by creeping out of the window of his’ ~ 
apartment, and making his way over* 
the tops of the adjoining houfes. Glow-’ 
ing with this profpeét, he examined the’ 
paffage, which, to his infinite mortifi-’ 
cation, he found grated with iron bars’ 
on the outfide; but even this difficulty 
did not divert him from his purpofe.” 
Confcious of his own ftrength, he be-’ 


‘lieved himfelf able to make’an hole” 


through the roof, which feemed. to be 
flender and crazy; and on this fuppof-" 
tion, he barricadoed the door with the 
whole furniture of the room ;' then, fet-’ 
ting himfelf to work witha poker, hein’ . 
a few minutes effected a paffage forhis . 
hand, with which he gradually ftripped 
off the boards'and tiling, fo as to open” 
a fally-port for his whole body, through 
which he fairly fet himfelf free, groping’ 
his way towards the next tenement.’ 
Here, however, he met with an unlucky 
accident: his hat“being blown off his 
head, chanced to fall into the court juit 
as one cf the bailiff's: followers was’ 
knocking at the door ; and this myrmi- 
don recognizing it immediately, gave the 
alarm to his chief, who’ running up’ 
ftairs to the the garret, forced open the’ - 
door in a twinkling, notwithftanding: 
the precautions which the prifoner had 
taken, and, with his attendant, pur- 
fued the fugitive through his own track.’ 
‘ After this chace had continued fome 
© time,’ faid the office, ‘to the imminent 
* danger 
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4 danger of all three, I found my pro- 
« grefs fuddenly flopped by a tky-light, 


« through which I perceived feyen tay-. 


* lers fitting at work upon a board. 
€ Without the leait hefitation ar pre- 
« vious notice, J plunged among them 
with my backfide foremoft. Before 
they could recolle& themfelves from 
the confternation oceafioned by fuch a 
ftrange vilit, I told them my fituation, 


number, taking the hint, led me in- 
ftantly down ftairs, and difmiffed me 
at the ftreet-door; while the bailiff 
and his follower, arriving at the 
breach, were deterred from entering 
by the brethren of my deliverer, who 
prefenting their fhears, like a, range 
of chevaux de frife, commanded them 
to retire, on pain of immediate death: 
and the catchpole, rather than rifk 
his carcafe, confented to difcharge the 
debt, comforting .himfelf with the 
hope of making me prifoner again. 
There, however, he was difappointed : 
I kept fnug, and laughed at his efcape- 
warrant, until I was ordered abroad 
with the regiment, when I conveyed 
myfelf ina hearfe to Gravefend, where 


obliged to come over again on the re- 
cruiting fervice, I was nabbed on an- 
other fines. and _ all the fatisfaction 
my fir{t captor :has been.able to ob- 
tain, is a writ of .detainer; which, [ 
believe, will fix me in this place, 
until the Parliament, in it’s great 


charge my debts by a new aét of in- 
folvency.” 
Every body owned, that the captain’s 
fuccefs was equal to the -hardinefs of 
his enterprize, which was altogether in 
the ftyle of a foldier: but one of: the 
merchants obfeived, that he muft have 
‘been a bailiff of fmall experience, who 
would trufta prifoner of that confequence 
in fuch an unguarded place. ‘ If the 
* captain, faid he, “had fallen into 
« the-hands of fuch a cunning rafcal as 
« the fellow that, arrefted me, he would 
¢ not have found it fuch an eafy matter 
« to efcape; for the manner in which I 
« was caught, is, perhaps, the moft 
-¢ extraordinary that ever was pra¢tifed 
€ 
4 
‘ 
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in thefe realms. You, muft know, 
gentlemen, I fuffered fuch loffes by 
infusing veffels during the war, that 
* J was obliged to ftop payment, though 


and gave them to underftand that there- 
was no time to beloft, One of the 


I embarked for Flanders; but, being ' 


goodnefs, fhall think proper to dif-. 


a 
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‘my expectations were fuch as eneou- 
raged me to manage one branch of 
bufinefs, without coming to any im- 
mediate compofition with my credi- 
tars. In fort, 1 received confign- 
ments fram abroad as ufual ; and that 
I might not-be fubjeét to the -vitits 
of thofe catchpoles, I never (tirred a- 
broad, but turning my firft-floor into 
a warehoufe, ordered all my goods to 
be hoifted up by a crane, fixed to the. 
upper ftory of my choufe. Divers 
were the ftratagems practifed by thofe 
ingenious ferrets, with a view of de- 
coying me from the walls of my for- 
tification. I received innumerable 
meffages from people who wanted to 
fee me at certain taverns upon par~ 
ticular bufinefs : I was fummoned in- 
to the country, to fee my own mother, 
who was faid to be at the point of 
death. A gentlewoman, one night, 
was taken in labour on my threfhold : 
at another time, I was difturbed 
with the cry of murder in the ftrect ; 
and once I was alarmed bya falfe 
fire. But, being ftill upan my guard, 
I baffled all their attempts, and 
thought mylelf quite fecure from their 
invention, when one of thofe blood- 
hounds, ,infpired, I believe, by the 
devil himfelf, contrived a fnare by 
which I was at laft entrapped. He 
made it his bufineis to enquire into 
the particulars of my traffick ; and un- 
derttanding that, among other things, 
there were feveral chefts of Florence 
entered at the cuftom houfe on my be- 
half, he ordered himfelf to be enclof- 
ed in a box of the fame dimenfions, 
with air-holes in the bottom, for the 
benefit of breathing, and No. III, 
marked upon the cover; and being 
conveyed to my door ina cart, among 
other goods, was, in his turn, hoilted 
up te my warehoufe, where I ftood 
with a hammer, in order to open the 
chetts, that I might compare the con- 
tents with the invoice. You may 
guefs my furprize and confternation, 
when, upon uncevering the box, I 
faw a bailiff rearing up his head, like 
Lazarus from the grave, and heard 
him declare that he had a writ againit 
me for a thoufand pounds. Indeed, 
J aimed the hammer at his head, but 
in the hurry of my confufion miffed 
my mark: before ] could repeat the 
blow, he ftarted up with great agility, 
and executed his office in fight.of > 
; § vera 
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© yeral evidences, whont he had affém- 
* bled in the ftreet for that purpofé ;- fo 


myfelf from the toil, without incur- 
ring an efcape-warrant, from-which I 
Wad no proteétion. But, had I known, 
the contents of the chett, by all that’s 
good! I would have ordered my por- 
ter to raifé it up as high as the crane 
© would permit, and then Have cut the 
© rope by accident.” wn 
© That expedient,” faid the Knight 
with the red ribbon, “would have dif- 
© couraged him from fuch hazardous 
‘attempts for the futuré, and would 
“Have been an example iz terro- 
‘rem of all his brethren. The ftory 
puts me in mind‘ of' a‘deliverance at- 
chieved by Tom Hackabout, avery. 
ftout, honett'fellow, an old acquaint- 
ance of mine, who had been fo famous. 
for maiming bailiffs, that another pen- 
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fpunging-houfe, nd foorer obtained 
his liberty, than, with a view of be- 
ing revenged upon the landlord, he, 
for five fhilling, bouglit one of ‘Tom's 
notes, which fold at a very large dif- 
count, and taking’ out a writiupon 
it, put: it into the hands of the bailiff 
who had uféd him ill. The catch- 
pole, after a diligent fearch, had an 
opportunity of executing the writ 
upon the defendant, who, without 
ceremony, broke one of his arms, 
fraGtured his fkull,* and belaboured 
him in fuch. a manner, that he lay 
without fenfe or motion on the fpot. 
By fuch exploits, this hero became 
fo formidable, that no fingle bai- 
liff would undertake to arrett him ; 
fo that he appeared in al! publick 
places untouched. At length, how- 
ever, feveral officers of the Marfhal- 
fea court entered, into a confederacy 
againt him ; and two of the number, 
attended by three defperate followers, 
ventured to arreft him one day in the 
Strand, near Hungerford Market: he 
found it impoffible to make refiltance, 
becaufe tlie whole gang {prung upon 
him at once, like fo many tigers, and 
pinioned his arms fo faft that he 
could not waga finger. Perceiving 
himfelf fairly overpowered, he defired 
to be conduéted forthwith to gaol, 
and was {towed in a boat accordingly: 
by that time they had reached the mid- 
dle of the rivér, he found means to 
overfet the wherry: by accident, and 
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that’ I could not poffibly diféntangle . 


tleman having been ill-ufed’ at a . 
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‘ every man difrerarding the prifoner, 
é confalted his bat fafee 3 Pag for 
‘ Hackabout, to’ whom ‘that’ element. 
© was-quite familiar, he mounted aftride 
* upon the keel of the boat, which was 
© uppermoftt, and exhorted’ the bailiffs 
“ tofwim for their lives; protefting, Be- 
« fore God, thatthey had no otherchance 
* to be faved. ‘ y a 
 ¢ The watermen were tinmediately 
© taken up by foine of their own friends, 
© who, far from yielding any affittanct'to 
“ the catchpoles, keptalodf; and exulted 
é'in their calamity. In fhort, two of 
© the five went'to the bottom, and never 


' ©€ faw the light of God's fun; and'the 


© other tliree, with great difficulty; faved 
* themfelves-by laying hold on the rad- 
© dér of a dung-barge, to which they 
© were carried by the ftream, while Tom, 
«with great deliberation, fwai acrofs 
“to the Surry fhore: After this” at- 
* chievement, hé me fo yn fo dreaded 
* by the’ whole fraternity, that‘ thes 
A ffvertd at the very ite of 
© name; and this character, which fome 
* people would think’ an advantage to 
‘ aman in debt, was the greateft mis- 
* forttine that could poffibly happen‘to - 
‘him; becaufe no tradefinam would 
* give him credit for the leaft trifle, on 
‘ the de eee that he could’ nor in- 
‘ deninity himfelfin the common cour 
© of law.” — 
The parfon did not approve of Mr. 
Hackabout’s method of efcaping, which 
he confidered as a very unchiriftiay at- 
tempt upon the lives of his fellow-fub- 
jects. “It is enough,’ faid he, ‘ that 
¢ we élude the laws of’ our” country, 
without murdering the officers of juf- 
tice: for my own part, I can lay my 
hand upon my heart, and fafely fay, 
that I forgive from my foul the fei- 
low by whoni I was’ made‘a prifoner, 
although the circumftances of his be- 
haviour wete treacherous, wicked, and . 
profane. You mutt know, Mr. Pick- 
le, I was one day called into my cha- 
pel, in order to join a couple in the 
holy bands of matrimony; and my 
affairs béing at ‘that*time.{o fituated, 
as to lay me under apprehenfions of 
an arreft, I cautiowfly furveyed the 
man through a lattice which was made 
for that purpofe, before I would ven- 
ture to come within ‘his reach. He 
was cloathed ina feaman’s jacket and 
trowzers, and had fuci: an air of fim- 
plicity in his countenance, as divelted 
* me 
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« me of all fufpicion ; I therefore, with-, 
out farther fcruple, trufted.myéelf in, 
« his prefence, began to exercife the duty, 
« of iny funétion, and had actually per- 
« formed one half of the ceremony, when, 
* the fuppofed woman, pulling out, a, 
é paper trom her bofom, exclaimed with, 
« a ma(culine voice, ‘ Sit, you are. my 
« prifoner, I have got a writ againit you, 
‘¢ for five hundred pounds,” I was thun- 
derftruck at this declaration, not fo 
much on account of my own misfor-, 
tune, which (thank Heaven!) I can, 
bear with patience’ and refignation, as, 
at the impiety of the wretch; firft, in, 
difguifing fuch a worldly aim under 
the cloak of religion; and, fecondly, 
in proftituting the fervice, when there 
was no occafion for fo doing, his de- 
fign having previoufly taken effect. 
YetI forgive him, poor foul! becaufe, 
he knew not what he did; and I hope 
you, Sir Sipple, will exert the fame 
Chriftian virtue towards the man by. 
whom you was likewife over-reached.”. 
© Oh, damn the rafcal!’ cried the 
knight, ‘ were I his judge, he fhould 
« be condemned to. flames everlatting. 
‘ A villain!.to difgrace me in fucha 
¢ manner, before almoft all the fafhion-, 
© able company in town.” Our hero 
exprefling a curiofity to know the parti- 
culars of this adventure, the knight 
gratified his defire by telling him, that 
one evening, while he was engaged ina 
partie of cards, at a drum in the houfe 
of a certain lady of quality, he was 
given to underftand by one of the fer- 
vants, that a ftranger, very richly dreffed, 
was juft arrived in a chair, preceded by 
five footmen with flambeaus, and that he 
refufed to come up ftairs, until he fhould 
be introduced by Sir Sipple. * Upon 
“this notice,’ continued the knight, 
I judged it was fome of my quality 
friends; and having obtained her lady-+- 
fhip’s permiffion to bring him up, 
went down to the hall, and perceived 
a perfon, whom, to the beft of my re- 
colleétion, I had never feen before. 
However, his appearance was fo mag- 
nificent, that I could not harbour the 
Teaft fufpicion of his true quality; and 
feeing me advance, he faluted me with 
a very genteel bow, obferving, that 
though he had not the honour of my. 
acquaintance, he could not difpente 
with waiting upon me, even on that 
occafion, in confequence of a letter 
which he had received from a particu. 
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‘ lar friend. So faying, he put a papei 
‘ into my hand, intimating, that he had 

‘ got a writ againft me fur ten thoufand 

‘ pounds, and that it would be any in- 

* tereft to fubmit without refittance, for 

. he was provided with a guard of twen- 

4 men, who furrounded the door in 
‘ different difguifes, deterniined to fe- 
« cure me againft all oppofition. En- 

‘ raged at the {coundrel’s finefle, and 

‘ trufting to the affiftance of the real, 
‘, footmen affembled in the hall, “ So, ° 
“ you are a rafcally bailiff,” faid I, 
‘* who have affumed the garb of a gen- 
‘¢ tleman, in order to difturb her lady- 
‘ fhip’s company. . Take this fellow, 
‘* my lads, and roll him in the kennel : 
‘* here are ten guineas for yourtrouble.”” 

‘ Thefe words were no fooner pronoun-. 
‘ ced, than I was feized, lifted up, placed 
‘in a chair, and carried off in the 
« twinkling of an eye: not but that the 
.fervants of the houfe, and fome other, 
‘ footmen, made a motion towards my 
‘ refcue, and alarmed all the company 

‘ above; but the bailiff affirming with 
© undaunted effrontery, that I was taken 
¢ 
¢ 
< 


¢ 


¢ 


nw 


ww 


up upon an affair of ftate, and fo many 
people appearing in his behalf, the 
countefs would not fuffer the fuppofed 
« meffenger to be infulted, and he car- 
‘ ried me to the cownty-gaol without 


¢ farther lett or moleftation, 
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PICKLE SEEMS TOLERABLY WELL 
' RECONCILED TO HIS CAGE; AND 
IS BY THE CLERGYMAN ENTER- 
TAINED WITH THE MEMOIRS 
' OF A NOTED PERSONAGE, WHOM 
HE SEES BY ACCIDENT IN THE 
FLEET. 


HE knight had fearce finifhed his 


narrative, when our hero was 


told, that a gentleman in the coffee-room 


wanted to fee him; and when he went 
thither, he found his friend Crabtree, 
who had tranfaéted all his affairs ac- 
cording to the determination of the pre- 
ceding day; and now gave him an ac- 
count of the remarks he had overheard 
on the fubjeét of his misfortune: for 
the manner of the arreft was fo publick 
and extraordinary, that thofe who were 
prefent, immediately propagated it a- 
mong their acquaintance, and it was 
that fame evening difcourfed upon at 

Several 
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feveral tea’ and Gle tables, with’ this. 
variation from the truth, that the debe. 
amounted to twelve ot oe ‘inftead 
of twelve hundred pounds : ‘from which, 
circumftance it was conjectured, that 
Peregrine was a bite from the beginning, 
who fiad found credit on account of his, 
effrontery and appearance, and impofed, 
himfelf upon the town as a young, 
gentleman’ of fortune. They rejoiced, 
therefore, at his calamity, which they, 
confidered as a juft punifhment for his, 
fraud and prefumption, and began to. 
review certain pafticulars of- his cone, 
dué&, that plainly demonftrated him to, 
be a rank adventurer, long before he, 
Bes arrived at this end of his career. 
© Pickle, who now believed his glory, 
was fet for ever, received’ this ‘intelli-, 
gence with that difdain which enables a 
man to detach himfelf effetually from, 
the world, and, with great tranquillity, 
gave the mifanthrope an entertaining 
detail of what he had feen and heard, 
fince their laft parting. While, they 
aniufed themfelves in this manner over, 
a dith of coffee, they were joined by the 


parfon, who congratulated our hero up-, 


on his bearing mifchance with fuch phi-. 
lofophick, quiet,' ‘and’ began to regale, 
the two friends with fome curious cir- 
cumt{tances relating to the private hiftory 
of the feveral prifoners, as they hap-, 
pened to come mn. 

At length a gentleman entered; ne 
fight of whoni the clergyman rofe’ up, 
and faluted ‘him witha moft reverential 
bow, which was gracioufly returned by, 
the ftranger; who, with a young man 
that attended him, retired to the other, 
énd of the room, They were no fooner 
dut of hearing, than the communicative 
priett defitéd’his company to take parti- 
cular notice of this perfon to whom he 
had paid his, refpetts : 
faid he, © is this day oué of the moft, 
« flagrant inftances of negleéted viitue, 
« which the'world can produce. + “Over. 
‘and aboyé a cool difeerning ‘head, 
° fraught with ancoimmon learning and 
« experiences he'is poffeffed of fuch for- 
© titude and ‘refolution, “as no ‘difficul- 
‘ ties can difcoutage, and no. danger, 
« impair) and’ {fo ‘indefatigable in his 
o humanity, that even now, while ‘he is 
: furrounded with fuch embarraffnents, 
‘as’ would ‘diftrac&t the brain of ‘any. 
© ordinary mortal, he ‘has added confi- 
* derably to his’ incumbrances, by tak-. 
* ing under his proteStion that young 


_- 


© That man,” 
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¢ “gentleman; who, induced by his cha- 
* raéter, appealed to his benevolence for 
«'redrefs of the grievances under which 
‘he labours from the villainy of ,his 
‘guardian.’ 
Peregrine’s curiofity being excited by 
this’ ‘encomiun, ‘he afked the name of , 
this generous patron, of which when he. 
was informed, ‘I am no ftranger,’ {aid , 
he, * to the ne’ of that gentleman, , 
‘. who has made a confiderable noife in 
* the world, on account of that great, 
« caufe he undertook in deferice of ‘an 
«unhappy orphan; ahd fince’ he. is a 
¢’perfon of fuch’ an amiable’ ractop.. j 
‘I am heartily forry to find that his, 
‘ endeavours have not met with that fuc-. 
¢ cefsful iffue which’ their good fortune, 
‘in the beginning feemed to promife. 
‘ Indeed, the circumftance of his'efpouf-. 
“ ing that caufé was fo uncommon and, 
‘. romantick, and the’ depravity of the, 
: “human heart fo univerfal, that fome, 
«people, | unacquainted’ ‘with | his, real, 
° “character, i ined’ his views. were. 
é ‘altogether’ mata F ‘and fome. were not, 
“wanting, who affirmed he was a mere, 
“sdvebturer, Neverthelefs, I muft: do. 
him the juttice’ to ‘own, I have heard, 
fome of the ‘moft'virulent of thofe who, 
were concerned on the other ‘fide of 
the queftion’ bear ‘teflimony in his, 
favour ; obferving, that he was des 
ceived into the expence of the whole,, 
by the, plavfible ftory which at firft, 
“engaged his compaffion. “Your, de~ 
{cription of his charatter confirms me, 
in the fame _ opinion, though I am 
quite ignorant’ of the’ affair; the par-, 
*ticulars of which'I fhould be glad to, 
“learn, as well’as a Benuine account, 
© of his own life, many circumitances, 
of which are by his enemies, I be-, 
*‘Heve, egregioufly, mifreprefented.” | le 
« Sir,’ anfwered ‘the prieft, « that'is 
‘a piece of fatisfaétion which , I'am, 
eglad to find myfelf capable of | giving, 
* you: I have had the pleafure of being, 
© acquainted with Mr, M— from” his, 
* youth, and every thing which 1 thall, 
« relate concerning him, you may ‘de, 
“pend upon as a faét which hath fallen, 
* under my own cognizauice, or _ been, 
“ vouched ‘upon the credit of undoubt-, 
© ed evidence. 
‘Mr. M *s father was a minifter, 
6 of the eftablifhed church of Scotland,, 
« defcended from a very ancient clan,, 
‘and his mother nearly related to a 
“noble family in the northern part of 
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that kingdom. While the fon was 
boarded at a publick fchool, where 
he made good progrefs in the Latin 
tongue, his father died, and he was 
‘left ‘an orphan to the care of an uncle, 
who finding him determined againtt 
any fervile employment, kept him at 
{chool, that he might prepare himfelf 
for the univerfity, with a view of be- 
‘ing qualified for his father’s profef- 


‘lon. 
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’ © Here his imagination was fo heated , 
by the warlike atchievements he found. 


recorded in the Latin authors, fuch as 


he was feized with an irrefiftible thirft. 
of military glory, and defire of trying 
his fortune in the army. 
jefty’s troops taking the field, in con- 
fequence of the rebellion which hap- 
pened in the year feventeen hundred 
and fifteen, this young adventurer, 
thinking no life equal to that of a fol- 
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with a fufil and: bayonet, and Jeaving 
_the fchool, repaired to the’camp near 
© Stirling, with a view of fignalizing 
¢ himfelf in the field, though he was 
¢ at that time but juft turned of thir- 
© teen. 
© officers, in hope of being inlifted in 
© their companies; but they would not 
receive him, becaufe they rightly con- 
“ cluded that he was fome {chool-boy, 
* broke loofe without the knowledge 
* or confent of his relations. Notwith- 


* ftanding this difcouragement, he con-. 


¢* tinued in camp, curioufly prying into, 


* every partof the fervice; and fuch was. - 


* the refoiution con{picuous in him, even 


« at fuch a tender age, that after his. 


* {mall finances were exhaufted, he per- 
* fifted in his defign; and becaufe he 
« would not make his wants known, 
* actually fubfifted for feyeral days on 
© hips, haws, and floes, and other {pon-, 
« taneous fruits which he gathered in 
* the woods and fields. Meanwhile, 
¢ he never failed to be prefent when 
« any regiment or corps of men were 
© drawn out to be exercifed and re- 
* viewed, and accompanied them in all. 
* their evolutions, which he had learn- 


“ed to great perfection, by obferving. 


“ the companies which were quartered 
‘in the place where he was at fchool. 
* This eagernefs and perfeverance at- 
* traéted the notice of many officers; 
¢ who, after having commended _ his 
© fpirit and zéal, prefled him to return, 
ma? -- k 


Cefar, Curtius, and Buchanan, that. 


His ma-, 


dier, found means to furnith himéelf, 


He offered his fervice to feveral. 
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to his parents, and even threatened to 
expel him from the camp, if he would 
not comply with their advice. 

* Thefe remonftrances having no other 
effect than that of warning hin te 
avoid his monitors, they thought pro- 
per to alter their behaviour towards 
him, took him into their proteétion, 
and even into their mefs; and what, 
above all other marks of favour, 
pleafed the young foldier moft, per- 
mitted him to incorporate in the bat- 
talion, and take his turn of duty with 
the other men. In this happy fitua- 
tion he was difcovered by a relation of 
his mother, who was a captain in: 
the army, und who ufed all his au- 
thority and influence in perfuading 
M to return to fchool; but find- 
ing him deaf to his admonitions and 
threats, he took him under his own 
care; and when the army marched to 
Dumblane, left him at Stirling, with 
exprefs injunction to keep Rimfelf 
within the walls. 

‘ He temporifed with his kinfman, 
fearing that fhould he feem refra&tory, 
the captain would have ordered him 
to be fhut up in the caftle. Inflamed 
with the defire of feeing a battle, his 
relation no fooner marched off the 
ground, than he mixed in with an- 
other regiment, to which his former 
patrons belonged, and proceeded to 
the field, where he diftinguithed him- 
felf, even at that early time of life, 
by his gallantry, in helping to retrieve 
a pair of colours belonging to M—n's 
regiment; fo that after the affair he 
was prefented to the Duke of Argyle, 
and recommended ftrongly to Briga-. 
dier Grant, who invited him intro fis 
regiment, and promifed to provide for 
hin: with the firft oppertunity: but 
that gentleman in a little time lot his 
command upon the duke’s difgrace, 
and the regiment was ordered for Ire-. 
land, being given to Colonel Naffau, 
whofe favour the young volunteer ac-. 
quired to fuch a degree, that he was. 
recommended to the king for an en- 
figncy, which in all probability he. 
would have obtained, had not the regi-. 
ment been unluckily reduced. 

* In confequence of this reduétion,. 
which happened in the moft fevere. 
feafon of the year, he was obliged to, 
‘ return to his own country, through 
‘ infinite hardfhips to which he was ex-, 
¢ pofed from the narrownefs of his cir, 

— 7 © cumiftances 5 
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cumttances ; and continuing ftillena- by whom the moft indifferent and in- 


moured of a military life, he entered 
into the regiment of Scotch Greys, 
at that time commanded by the late 
Sir James Campbell, who being ac- 
quainted with his family and charac- 
ter, encouraged him with the promife 
of fpeedy preferment. 


he had no opportunity of feeing adtual 
ervice, except at the affair of Glen- 
theel; and this life of infipid quiet 
muft have hung heavy upon a youth 
of M *s active difpofition, had not 
he found exercife for the mind, in 
reading books of amufement, hiltory, 
voyages, and geography, together with 
thofe that treated of the art of war 
ancient and modern, for. which, he 
contraéted {uch an eager appetite, that 
he ufed to fpend fixteen hfe a day 
inthis employment. About that time 
he became acquainted with a gentle- 
man of learning and tafte, who ob- 
ferving his indefatigable application, 
and infatiable thirft after knowledge, 
took upon himfelf the charge of fuper- 
intending his ftudies; and by the di- 
reétion of fuch an able guide, the 
young foldier converted his attention 
to a more folid and profitable courfe 
of reading. So inordinate was his 
defire of making {peedy advances in 
the paths of learning, that within the 
compails of three months, he dili- 
gently perufed the writings of Locke 
and Malbranche, and made himfelf 
inafter of the fir(t fix, and of the ele- 
venth and twelfth book of Euclid’s. 
Elements. He confidered Pufendorf 
and Grotius with uncommon care, 
acquired a tolerable degree of know- 
ledge in the French language, and his 
imagination was {o captivated with 
the defire of learning, that feeing no 
profpeét of a war, or views of being 
provided for in the fervice, he quitted 
the army, and went through a regular 
courfe of univerfity education. Hav- 
ing made fuch progrefs in his ftudies, 
he refolved to qualify himéelf for the 
church; and acquired fuch a ftock of 
fchool divinity under the inftruétions 
of a learned proteffor at Edinburgh, 
that he more than once mounted the 
roftrum in the publick hall, and held 
forth with uncommon applaufe: but 
being difcouraged from a profecution 
of his plan, by the unreafonable au- 
fterity of fome of the Scotch clergy, 


In this corps - 
he remained three years, during which . 


- 


nocent words and aétions were often 


* mifconftrued into levity and mifcon- 


€ 
‘ 


a nanaaannnaa A naAnnaannnanaeninnanna am nana 


annnananananenreananan a 


du&, he refolved to embrace the firtt 
favourable opportunity of going a- 
broad, being inflamed with the defire 
of feeing foreign countries, and ac- 
tually fet out for Holland, where fer 
thé {pace of two years he ftudied the 
Roman law, with the law of nature 
and nations, under the famous pro- 
feffors Tolieu and Barbeyrac. 

¢ Having thus finifhed his fchool edue 
cation, he fet out for Paris, with.a view 
to make himfelf perfe& in the French 
language, and learn fuch uleful exer- 
cifes as might be acquired with the 
wretched remnant of his flender eftate, 
which was by that time reduced very 
low. Inhis journey through the Ne- 
therlands, he went to Namur, and 
paid his refpects to Bifhop Strickland 
and General Collier, by whom he was 
received with great civility, in confe- 
quence of letters of recommendation, 
with which he was provided from the 
Hague, and the old general affured 
him of his protection and intereft for 
a pair of colours, if he was difpofed 
to enter into the Dutch fervice. 

‘ Though he was by that time pretty 
well cured of his military Quixotifm, 
he would not totally decline the gene- 
rous proffer, for which he thanked 
him inthe moft grateful terms, telling 
the general that he would pay his duty 
to him on his return from France, . 
and then, if he could determine upon 
re-engaging in the army, fhould think 
him(elf highly honoured in being uns 
der his command. : 

‘ After a ftay of two months in 
Flanders, he proceeded to Paris; and, 
far from taking up his habitation in 
the fuburbs of St. Germain, accords 
ing to the cuftom of Englifh trayellers, 
he hired a private lodging on the other 
fide of the river, and affociated chiefly 
with French officers, who (their youth - 
ful fallies being over) are allowed to 
be the politeft gentlemen of that king- 
dom. In this fcheme he found his 
account fo much, that he could not 
but wonder at the folly of his country 
men, who lofe the main {cope of their 
going abroad, by fpending their time 
and fortune idly with one another, 

* During his refidence in Holland he 


© had made himéfelf acquainted with thé 
* beft authors in the French language, 
‘ 
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fo that he was able“to fhare in their 
converfation; a cireumftance ‘from 


which he found great benefit; for it ' 


not only improved him in his know- 


ledge of that tongue, but alfo tended © 


tothe enlargement of his acquaintance, 


‘in the courfe of which he contraéted 


iitimacies in‘fome families of good 


‘fafhion, ‘efpecially thofé of the long © 
robe, which would ‘have enabled him ‘ 


to pafs his time very agreeably, had 


he. been a little eafier in point of for- - 


tune:- but his finances, notwith{tand- 


ing the moft rigid ceconomy, being in ° 


a few months reduced toa very low 
ebb, the profpe& of indigence threw a 


damp upon all his pleafures, though - 


he never fuffered himfelf to be thereby 
in any degree difpirited; being in that 


refpect of fo happy a’difpofition, that 
-conicious poverty-or abundance made 
:vexy flight impreflions upon his mind. 


This confumption of his cath, how- 


ae 0 wR AK ATR BW A 


é, 
« 
f 
& 
§.: 
¢ 
‘ 
$ 
$ 
¢. 
é 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 


€é 


a & A e& A A 


€¢ 
ae 
ae 
es 
ge 


ever, involved him in-fome perplexity; 


and he deliberated with himfelf, whe- 
.ther he fhotld return to General Col- 


lier, or repair to London, where he 


-might poffibly fall into fome bufinefs 


not unbecoming a gentleman ; though 
he was very much mortified to find 
himfelf incapable of gratifying’ an in- 


ordinate defire which poffeffed him cf 
making the grand tour, or at leaft of 


vifiting the fouthern parts of France. 
¢ While he thus hefitated between dif- 
ferent fuggeftions, he was one morning 


viftted by a gentleman who had fought 


and cultivated his friendfhip, and for 
whom he had done a good office, in 
fupporting him with ipirit apaintt a 
brutal German, with whom he had an 
affair of honour. This gentleman camé 
to propofe a party for a fortnight to 
Fontainblezu, where the court then 
was; and the propofal being declined 
by M with more than ufual ftiff: 
nefs,his friend was very urgent to know 
the reafon of his refufal, and at length, 
with fome confufion, faid, ‘* perhaps 
your finances are low.” M re- 
plted, that he had wherewithal to de- 
fray the expence of his journey td 
Londen, where he could be furnifhed 
witha freth fupply; and this anfwer 
was no fooner made, than the other 
taking him by the hand, ** My dear 
friend,” faid he, * Iam not unae: 
quainted with your affairs, and would 
have offered you my eredit long ago, 
if Thad thought it would be accept- 


able; even now, I do not pretend +4 + 
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give you money, but defire and in- 
fiitupon it, that you will accept of 
the loan of thefe two pieces of paper, 
to'be repaid when you ‘marry a wo- 
‘man with a fortune of twenty thau- 
fand pounds, or obtain an employ- 
ment of a thoufand a year.” So fay- 
ing, he prefented him with two actions 
of above two thoufand livres each. - 

‘mM ‘was aftonifhed at this un- 
expected inftance of generofity in a 
ftranger, and with fuitable acknow- 
ledgment peremptorily refufed to in- 
cur fuch an obligation ; but atlength 
he was, by dint of importunity and 
warm expottulation, prevailed upon 
to accept one of the actions, on con- 
dition that the gentleman would take 
his note for the fum; and this he 
abfolutely reje€ted, until M pro- 
raifed to draw upon him for double the 
value or more, in cafe he fhould at 
any time want a farther fpply. This 


‘uncommon aét of friendfhip and ge- 


nerofity M afterwards had an 
vupportunity to repay tenfold; though 
he could not help regretting the oc- 
cafion on his friend's account. That 
worthy man having, by placing too 
much confidence in a villainous law- 
yer, and a chain of other misfortunes, 
involved himfelf and his amiable lady 
in a labyrinth of difficulties, which 
threatened the total ruin of his fami- 
ly; M felr the inexpreflible fa- 
tisfaction of delivering his benefaQor 
from the {nare. : 
‘ Being thus reinforced by the gene~ 
refolved: 
to execute his former plan of feeing 


the fouth of France, together with 


the fea-ports of Spain as faras Cadiz, 
from whence he propofed to take a 
paflage for London by fea ; and with 
this view,‘ fent forwards his trunks 
by the diligence to Lyons, determined 
to ride poit, in order to enjoy a bet- 
ter view of the country, and for the 
conveniency of ftopping at thofe places 
where there was any thing remarkable 
to be feen or enquired into. While 
he was employed in taking leave of 
his Parifian friends, who furnifhed 
him with abundant recommendation, 
a gentleman of his own country, who 
fpoke little or no French, hearing of 


his intention, begged the favour of 


2ccompanying hiin in his expedition. 
‘ With this new companion, there- 
fore, he fet our for Lyons, where he 


was peifedtly will received ‘by the in- 


© tendant 
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tendant and fome of the beft families 
of the place, in confequence of his 
letters of recommendation; and after 
a fhort {tay in that city, proceeded 
down the Rhone to Avignon, in what 
is called the coche d'eau; then vifit- 
ing the principal towns of Dauphiné, 
Languedoc, and Provence, he returned 
to the delightful city of Marfeilles, 
where he and his fellow. traveller were 
fo much captivated by the ferenity of 
the air, and the good-nature and hofpi- 
tality of the fprightly inhabitants, that 
they never dreamed of changing their 
quarters, during the whole winter and 
part of the (pring: here he acquired the 
acquaintance of the Marquis D’Ar- 
gels, attorney-general in the parlia- 
ment of Aix, and of his eldeit fon, 
who now inakes fo great a figure in 
the literary world; and when the 
affair of Father Girard and Mada- 
moifelie Cadiere began to make a 
noife, he accompanied thefe two gen- 
tlemen to Toulon, where the mar- 
quis was ordered to take precognition 
of the facts. P 
«On his return to Marfeilles, he 
found a certain noble lord of great 
fortune under the direétion of a Swifs 
governor, who had accommodated him 
with two of his own relations, of the 
fame country, by way of companions, 
together with five fervants in his train. 
They being abfolute ftrangers in the 
place, M——— introduced them to the 
intendant, and feveral other good fa- 
mijies ; and had the good fortune to 
be fo agreeable to his lordfhip, that 
he propofed and even prefled him to 
live with him in England, as a friend 
and companion, and to take upon 
him the fuperintendance of his affairs, 
in which cafe he would fettle upon 
him four hundred a year for life. 

‘ This propofal was too advantage- 
ous to be flighted by a perfon of no 
fortune or fixed ettablifhment; he 
therefore made no difficulty of clofing 
with it: but as his lordthip’s depar. 
ture was fixed to a fhort day, and he 
urged him to accompany him to Pa. 
ris, and from thence to England, 
M-—— thought it would be improper 
and indecent to interfere with the of- 
fite of his governor, who might take 
umbrage at his favour, and therefore 
excufed himfelf from a compliance 
with his lordfhip’s requett, until his 
minority fhould be éxpired, as he was 
within a few months of being of age, 
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However, -he repeated his importuni- 
ties fo earneftly, and the governor 
joined in the requeft with fuch appear- 
ance of cordiality, that he was pre- 
vailed upon to comply with their joint 
defire; andin a few days fet out with 
them for Paris, by the way of Lyons. 
But before they had been three days 
perceived a total 
change in the behaviour of the Swifs _ 
and his two relations, who, in all 
probability, became jealous of his in- 
fluence with his lordthip; and. he no 
fooner madé# this difcovery, than he 
refolved to withdraw himlelf trom 
fuch: a difagreeable participation of 
that young nobleman’s. favour. He 
therefore, in fpite of all his Jord- 
fhip’s intreaties and remonftrances, . 

quitted him for the prefent; alledg- — 
ing, as a pretext, that he had a long. 
ing-defire to. fee Switzerland and the 
banks of the Rhine, and promifing to 
meet him again in England. 2 
‘ This his intention being made 
known to the governor and his friends, 
their countenances immediately clear 
ed up,.their courtefy and complai- 
fance returned, and they even fur- 
nifhed him with letters for Geneva, 
Laufanne, Bern, and Soleures; -in 
confequence of which, he met with 
unufual civilities at thefe places. Hav 


ing made this tour with his Scotch. 


friend, (who came up to him be- 
fore he left Lyons) and vifited the ° 
moit confierable towns on both fides 
of the Rhine, and the courts of the 
Eleftors Palatine, Mentz, and Co- 
logn, he arrived in Holland; and 
from thence through the Netherlands 
repaired to Londen, where he found 
my lord juft returned from Paris. 

‘ His lordfhip received him with ex- 
preflions of uncommon joy, would 
not fuffer him to ftir from him for 
feveral days, and introduced him to 
his relations. —. 

‘M accompanied his lordthip 
from London to his country-feat, 
where he was indeed treated with 
great friendfhip and, confidence, and 
confulted in every thing; but the no- 
ble peer never once made mention of 
the annuity which he had promifed 
to fettle upon him ; nor did M—— | 
remind him of it, becaufe he con- 
ceived it was his affair to fulfil his 
engagements of his own accords 
M being tired of the manner of 
living at this place, made an excur- 
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fion to Bath, where he ftaid about a 
fortnight, to partake of the diverfions ; 
and, upon his return, found his lord- 
fhip making difpofitions for another 
journey to Paris. 

© Surprized at this fudden refolution, 
fhe endeavoured to diffuade him from 
it: but his remonftrances were ren- 
dered ineffe€tual by the infinuations 
of a foreigner who had come over with 
hitn, and filled his imagination with 
éxtravagyant notions of pleafure, infi- 
nitely fuperior to any which he could 
enjoy while he was in the trammels, 
and under the reftraints of a governor. 


He therefore turned a deaf ear to all 


M——’s arguments, and intreatedhim 
toaccompany him in the journey ; but 
this gentleman forefeeing that a young 
man like my lord, of ftrong paffions 
and eafy to be milled, would in al} 
probability fquander away great {ums 
of money, in a way that would neither 
do credit to himfelf or to thofe who 
were concerned with him, refifted all 
his folicitations, on pretence of having 
bufiriefs of confequence at London ; 
and afterwards had reafon to be ex- 
tremely well pleafed with his own 
conduct in this partrculdr. F 


© Before he fet out on this expedition, 


M——, in juttice to himfelf, remind - 
ed him -of the propefal which he had 
niade to him at Marfeilles, defiring to 
know if he had altered his defign in 
that particular ; in which cafe he would 
turn his thoughts fome other way, as 


‘he would not in the leaft be thought 


to intrude or pin himfelf upon any 
man. My lord protefted, in the moft 


‘folemn manner, that he ftill continued 
in his former refolution; and again - 


beféeching him to bear him company 


into France, promifed that every thing 


fhould be fettled to his {atisfa&ion 
upon theirreturn to England. M » 
however, ftill perfitted in his refufal, 
for the abovementioned reafons: and 
though he never heard more of the 
annuity, he neverthelefs continued to 
ferve hrs lordfhip with his advice and 
good offices ever after; particularly 


in dire&ting his choice to an alliance 


with a lady of eminent virtue, the 
daughter of a noble lord, more con- 
fp:cuous for his thining parts than the 
fplendor of his titles, (a circumftance 
upon which he always reflected with 
particular fatisfaétion, as well on ac- 
count of the extraordinary merit of 
the lady, as becaufe it vetted in her 
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children a confiderable part of that 
great eftate, which, of right, belong- 
ed to, her grandmother;) and -after- 
wards put him ima way to retrieve his 
eftate fiesta a heavy load of debt he 
had contracted. When my lord fet 
out on his Paris expedition, the mo- 
ney M had received from his 
generous friend at Paris was al- 
moft reduced to the Jaft guinea. He 
had not yet reaped the leaft benefit 
from his engagements with his lord- 
fhip; and difdaining to afk for a fup- 
ply from him, he knew not how to- 
fubfift, with any degree of credit,’ 
till his return. 

* This uncomfortable profpeé& was 
the more difagreeable to him, as, at 
that time of life, he was much in- 
clined to appear in the gay world, 
had contraéted a tafte for plays, ope- 


‘yas, and other publick diverfions, and 


and acquired an acquaintance with 
many people of good fafhion, which 
could not be maintained without a 
confiderable expence. In this emer- 
gency, he thought he could not ein- 
ploy his idle time more profitably 
than in tranflating from foreign Jan- 
guages fuch books as were then chief- 
ly in vogue; and upon application to 
a friend, who was a man of letters, he 
was furnifhed with as much bufinefs 
of that kind as he could poffibly ma- 
nage, and wrote fome pamphlets on ' 
the reigning controverfes of that time 
that had the good fortune to pleafe. 
He was alfo concerned im a monthly 
journal of literature, and the work 


‘was carried on by the two friends 


jointly, though M did not at al 
appear in the partnerfhip. By thefe 
means he not only fpent his morn- 
ings in ufeful exercife, but fupplied 
himfelf with money for what the 
French call the menus plaifirs durin 
the whole fummer. He fietiueitted 
all the affemblies in and about Lon- 
don, and contiderably enlarged his 
acquaintance among the fair-fex. 
‘ He had, upon his firft arrival in 
England, become acquainted with a 
Jady at an aflembly not far from Lon- 
don; and though, at that time, he 
had no thoughts of extending his 
views farther than the ufual gallantry 
of the place, he met with fuch diitin- 
guifhing marks of her regard in the 
fequel, ‘and was fo particularly en- 
couraged by the advice of another lady, 
with whom he had been intimate in 
as © France. 
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France, and who was now of their. 


parties, that he could not help enter- 
taining hopes of making an impreffion 
upon the heart of bis agreeable part- 


ner, who was a young lady of an. 
ample fortune and great expectations. 
‘He, therefore, cultivated her good 


graces with all the affiduity and ad- . 


drefs of which he was matter; and . 
fucceeded fo well in his endeavours, , 
‘that, after a due courfe of attendance, 


and the death of an aunt, by which, 
fle received an acceflion of fortune 
to the amount of three and twenty 
thoufand pounds, he ventured to de- 


clare his paffion; and fhe not only. 
‘heard him with patience and appro- 


bation, but alfo replied in terms ade- . 


quate to his warmeit withes. 
* Finding himéelf fo favourably re- 
ceived, he preffed her to fecure his 


happinefs by marriage ; but, to this . 

ropofal, fhe objeéted the recency of , 
Per kinfwoman’s death, which would , 
have rendered fuch a ftep highly inde- . 
cent, and the difpleafure of her other , 
relations, frem whom fhe had ftill . 
greater expeGtations, and who at that . 
time importuned her to marry a cou- . 
fin of her own, whom fhe could not. 


like, However, that M might 


have no caufe to repine at her delay, . 
the freely entered with him into an. 
intimacy of correfpondence; during | 


which, nothing could have addex to 
their mutual felicity, which was the 
more poignant and refined, from the 


my(tertous and romantick manner of | 
their enjoying it; for though he pub- . 
lickly vifited her as an acquaintance, | 


his behaviour on thefe occafions was 
always fo diftant, refpectful, and re- 
ferved, that the reft of the company 
could not poflibly fufpect the nature 
of their reciprocal attachment ; incon- 
fequence i. 

private interviews, unknown to every 
foulfupon earth except her maid, who 
was neceflarily jntrufted withthe fecret. 


which, they ufed to haye , 


a 


‘ In this manner they enjoyed the , 


converfation of each other for above 
twelve months, without the leaft_in- 
terruption; and though the flability 
of Mr. M-——’s furtune entirely de- 
pended upon their marriage, yet as 

e perceived his miltrefs fo averfe to 


it, he never urged it with vehemence, , 
or was at all anxious on that {core ; 


being eafily induced to defer a cere- 
mony, which, as he then thought, 
could in no fhape haye added to their 
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fatisfaétion, though he hath fiance al- 


tered his fentiments. - 

‘ Be that as it will, his imdulgent 
miftrefs, in order to fet his mind at 
eafe in that particular, and in full. 
confidence of his honour, infifted oa 
his accepting a deed of gift of her 


whole fortune, in confideration of their 


intended marriage; and after fome 


‘difficulty he was prevailed upon to re- 


ceive this proof of her efteem, well | 
knowing that it would {till be in his . 
power toreturn the obligation. Though . 
fhe often intreated him to take upon 

himfelf the entire adminiftration of | 
her finances, and upon divers occa- 

fions prefled him to accept of large 

fums, he never once abufed her gene- . 
rous difpofition, or folicited her for. 
money, except for fome humane pur- ; 
pofe, which fhe was always more rea- | 
dy to fulfil than he to propofe. 

‘ In the courfe of this correfpondence, 

he became acquainted with fome of 
her female relations ; and, among 

the reft, with a young lady, fo emi- , 
nently adorned with all the qualifica- . 
tions of mind and perfon, that, not- 

withftanding all his philofophy and. 
caution, he could not behold and con- | 
verfe with her without being deeply 

{mitten with her charms. He did all 


in his power to difcourage this dange- | 


rous invafion in the beginning, and to . 
conceal the leaft fymptom of it fiom . 
her relation; he fummoned all his . 
reflection to his aid ; and thinking it | 
would be bafe and difhonelt to cherifh , 
any fentiment repugnant to the affec- 
tion which he owed to a miftrefs, who 
had placed fuch unlimited confidence 
in him, he attempted to ftifle the in- 
fant flame, by avoiding the amiable 
infpirer of it. But the paffion had 
taken too deep a root in his heart to 
be fo eafily extirpated; his abfence 
from the dear objeét increafed theim- | 
patience of his love. The intettine 
confliét between that and gratitude, 
deprived him of his reft and appetite. 
He was in a fhort time emaciated 
by continual watching, anxiety, and 
want of nourifhment; and fo much 
altered from_ his ufual chearfulnefs, . 
that his miltrefs being furprized and 
alarmed at the change, which from . 
the fymptoms the judged was owing . 
to fome uneafinels of mind, took all 
imaginable pains to difcover the caufe, 
© In all probability, it did not efcape 
her penetration; tor fhe more than 
—.. _*'* enee 
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© once afked if he was in Jove with her © other room, where affuming an un-_ 
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confin, protefting, that far from be- 


‘ing an obftacle to his happinefs, the , 
would in that cafe be an advocate for 


his paffion. However, this declara- 


‘tion was never made without manifeft . 
figns of anxiety and uneafinefs, which | 


made fuch an impreffion upon the | 
, that he refolved to | 
facrifice his happinefs, and even his | 


heart of M— 


life, rather than take any ftep which | 


might be conftrued into an injury or | 
infult to a perfon who had treated | 
him with fuch generofity and good-_ 


nefs. 
«In confequence of this refolution, 


‘he formed another, which was to go - 


abroad, under pretence of recovering 


‘his health, but in reality to avoid the. 
‘temptation, as well as the fufpicion, | 
‘of being inconftant; and in this de- 


fign he was confirmed by his phyfi- 


‘cian, who aétually thought him in the 


firft tage of a confumption, and there- 
fore advifed him to repair to the fouth _ 


of France. He communicated his de=_ 


fign, with the doctor’s opinion, to the - 


lady, who agreed to it with much lefs_ 


difficulty than he found in conquer- | 


ing his*own reluétance at parting 


with the dear obje&t ‘of his love. The - 


‘confent of his generous miftrefs being | 


obtained, he waited upon her with the - 
inftrument whereby fhe had made the ~ 
conveyance of her fortune tohim; and | 
all his, remonftrances being infufficient _ 


to perfuade her to take it back, he 


cancelled it in her prefence, and placed 
it in that ftate upon’ her toilet while | 
‘fhe was drefling ; whereupon fhe fhed | 
a torrent’ of tears, faying, fhe’ now | 
plainly perceived that he wanted totear- 


himfelf from her, and that his affec- 
tions were fettled upon another. He 


was fenfibly affeéted by this proof of : 


her concern ; and endeavoured to calm — 


the perturbation of her'mind, by vow- 


ing eternal fidelity, and preffing her to | 
accept of his hand in due form be- | 


fore his departure. 


By thefe means — 


her tranfports were quieted for the pre- 
fent, and the marriage deferred, for — 
a 


hitherto prevented it. 

‘ Matters being thus compromifed, 
and the day fixed for his departure, 
fhe, together with her faithful maid, 
one morning vifited him for the firtt 
time at his own lodgings’; and after 
breakfaft, defiring to fpeak with him 
in private; he’ conduéted her into an- 


the fame prudential reafons which had i 
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ufual gravity of afpect, ‘My dear 
M——,” faid fhe, ‘* you are now go- 


ing to leave me, and God alone knows | 


‘if ever we fhall meet again; therefore, 


if you really Jove me with that tender- _ 


nefs which you profefs, you will ac- 


cept of this mark of my friendthip 
-and unalterable affection; it will at 
‘Jeaft be a provifion for your journey ; 
and if any accident fhould befal me 
before I have the happinefs of receiving 
you again into my arms, [I fhall have 
the fatisfation of knowing that you 


a Pd 


are not altogether without refource.”* © 
So faying, fhe put an embroidered | 
‘pocket-book into his hand. He ex- . 
preffed the high fenfe‘he had‘ of her 
generofity and affection ‘in the moft 
‘ pathetick terms, and begged leave to , 
fufpend his acceptance, until he fhould . 
know the contents of her prefent, , 


which was fo extraordinary, that he 


‘abfolutely refufed to receive it: he _ 
was, however, by her repeated intrea- 
ties, in a manner compelled to receive _ 
about: one half, and fhe afterwards | 


‘infifted upon his taking a reinforce- , 


ment of a confiderable fum for the ex- 


pence of his journey. — 
* Having ftaid with 
yond the time he had fixed for his de- 


parture, and fettled the method of 


her ten days be- 


their correfpondence, he took his leave | 
with’an heart full of forrow, anxiety, , 


and diftra&tion, produced from the 


different fuggeftions of his duty and © 


love. 


He then fet out for France, and , 


after a fhort ftay at Paris proceeded | 
to Aix in Provence, and from thence , 
to Marfeilles, at which two places he | 
continued for fome months; but no- , 


thing he met with being able to diffi- 


pate thofe melancholy ideas which | 


{till preyed upon his imagination and 
affeéted ltis fpirits, he endeavoured to 
elude them with a fuccefiion of .new 
obje&ts; and with that view, perfuaded 
a counfellor of the parliament of Aix, 
aman of great worth, learning, and 
good-humour, to accompany him in 


making a tour of thofe parts of France _ 


which he had not yet feens On their 


return from this excurfion, they found . 
at Aix an Italian Abbé, a perfon of | 


und books; who ‘lank 

over Germany and France, was fo far 

on his return to his own country. 

« M—— having 

friend ‘the counfellor, contraéted an 
‘ acquaintance 


‘charaéter, and great knowledge of men , 
travelled all - 


c) 


by means of his . 
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acquaintance with this gentleman, 
and being defirous of feeing fome 
parts of Italy, particularly the carni- 
val at Venice, they fet out. together 
from Marfeilles, in a tartan, for Ge- 
noa, coafting it all the way, and ly- 
ing on fhore every night.. Having 
fhewn him what was moft remarkable 
in this city, his friend the abbé was fo 
obliging as to condu& ‘him through 
Tufcany, and the moft remarkable 
cities in Lombardy, to Venice, where 
M infifted upon defraying the ex- 
pence of the whole tour, in confidera- 
tion of the abbé’s complaifance, which 
had been of infinite fervice to-him in 
the courfe of this. expedition. Hav- 
ing remained five weeks at Venice, he 
was preparing to fet out for Rome 
with {éme Englith gentlemen whom 
he had met by accident, when he was 
all of a fiidden obliged to change his 
refolution by fome difagreeable letters 
which hereceived from London. He 
had, from’ his ‘firft departure, corre- 
fponded with his generous, though 
inconftant miftrefs, with a religious 
exactnefs ‘and punétuality; nor was 
fhe, for fome time, Jefs obfervant of 
the agreement they had made. Ne- 
verthelefs, the by degrees became {6 
negligent and ‘cold in her expreffion, 
and fo flack in her correfpondence, 
that he could not help obferving and 
upbraiding her with fuch indifference ; 
and her endeavours to palliate it were 
{vpported by pretexts fo frivolous, as 
to be eafily feen through by a lover’ of 
very little difcernment. 2 
© While he tortured himfelf with 
conjeCtures about the caufe of this 
unexpeéted change, he received fuch 
intelligence from England, as when 
joined with what he himfelf had pér- 
ceived by her manner of writing, left 
him little or no room to doubt of her 
ficklenefs and inconftancy. Never- 
thelefs, as he knew by experience 


that informations of that kind are not_ 


to be entirely relied upon, he refolved 
to be more certainly apprized ; and 
for that end departed immediately for 
London, by the way of Tirol, Bava- 
ria, Alface, and Paris. 

* On his arrival in England, he learn- 
ed with infinite concern, that his in- 
telligence had not been at all exagge- 
rated ; and his forow was inexpreffible, 
to find a perfon, endowed with fo 
many other noble and amiable qua- 
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© lities, feduced into an indifcretion 
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that of neceffity ‘ruined tlie whole plan: 
which had been concerted between. 


them for their mutual happinefs.- She’ 


made feveral attempts, by letters and: 
interviews, to palliate her condu&, 
and foften him into a reconciliation ;° 
but his honour. being concerned, ‘he 
remained deaf to’all her intreaties and 
propofals. Neverthelefs, I have often: 
heard him: fay, that he*could not help 
loving her, and revering the memory 
of a perfon’ to’ whofe generofity-and- 
goodnefs he owed’ his fortune, .and. 
one’ whofe foibles were overbalanced- 
by athoufand good qualities. He often 
infifted on making reftitution; but far 


. ffom complying: with that propofal, 


fhe afterwards often endeavoured) to 
lay him under yet greater obligations 
of the fame kind, and importuned 
him, with the warmeft folicitations, 
to renew their former correfpondencey 
which he as often declined. : 
‘ M—— took this inftance ‘of the 
inconftancy of the fex’fo much to 
heart, that he-had almoft refolved for 
the future to keep’clear of all engage- 
ments for life, and returned to Paris 
in order to diffipate his anxiety, where 
he hired an apartment in one of the 
academies, in the exercifes whereof 
he took fingulardelight. During. his 
refidence at this.’place, he had the 
good fortune; to ‘ingratiate himfelf 
with a great general, a defcendant of 
one of the moft ancient and illuftrious 
families'in France; having attraéted 
his notice ‘by fome remark’s he. had 
written on Folard’s Polibius, which , 
were accidentally fhewn to that great 
man by one‘of his aids du camp, who 
was a particular friend of M———. 
The favour he had thus acquired, 
was ftrengthened by his afliduities:and 
attention. “Upon his return to Lon- 
don, he fent fome of Handel’s new- 
eft compofitions to the prince, who 
was particularly fond ‘of that gentle- 
man’s produétions; together with 
Clark’s edition of Cafar; and in 
the fpring of the fame year, before 
the French army took the field, he 
was honoured with a moft oblig- 
ing letter from the prince, inviting 
him to come over, if he wanted to 
fee the operations of the campaign, 
and defiring he would give himfelfno 
trouble about his equipage: 
.* M—-- having fill fome remains of 
3D ‘a mili- 
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a military difpofition, and conceiving 
this to be a more favourable opportu- 
nity than any he fhould ever meet with 
again, readily embraced the offer, and 
facrificed the foft delights of love,which 
at that time he enjoyed without con- 
troul, to an eager, laborious, and dan- 
gerous curiofity. In that and the fol- 
lowing campaign, during which he 
was prefent at the tiege of Philipfburg, 
and feveral other actions, he enlarged 
his acquaintance among the French 
officers, efpecially thofe of the graver 
fort, who had a tafte for books and 
literature; and the friendfhip and in- 
tereft of thofe gentlemen were after- 
wards of fingular fervice to him, 
though in an affair altogether foreign 
from their profeffion. ; 

© He hadall along made diligent enqui- 
‘ry into the trade and manufaétures of 
the countries through which he had oc- 
cafion to travel, more particularly thofe 
of Holland, England, and France; 
and as he was well acquainted with 
the revenue and farms of this laft 


kingdom, he faw with concern the - 


great difadvantages under which our 
tobacco trade (the moft confiderable 
branch of our commerce with that 
people) was carried on; what incon- 
fiderable returns were made to the 
planters, out of the low price given 
by the French company; and how 
much it was in the power of that 
company to reduce it ftill lower. 
M-—-—- had formed a {cheme to re- 


medy this evil, fo far as it related to 


the national lofs or gain, by not per- 
mitting the duty of one penny in the 
pound, old fubfidy, to bedrawn back 
on tobacco re-exported. He demon- 
ftrated to the mimiftry af that time, 
that fo inconfiderable a duty could 
not in the leaft diminifh the demand 
from abroad, which was the only cir- 
cumftance to be apprehended, and 
that the yearly produce of that reve- 
nue would amount to one hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds, with- 
out one fhilling additional expence to 
the publick; but the minittry having 
the excife {cheme then in contempla- 
tion, could think of no other till that 
thould be tried ; and that proje&t hav- 
ing mifcarried, he renewed his appli- 
cation, when they approved of his 
{cheme m every particular, but difco- 
vered a furprizing backwardnefs to car- 
ry it into execution. j 
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* His expectations in this quarter be- 
ing difappointed, he, by the interpo- 
fition of his friends, prefented a plan 
to the French company, in which he 
fet forth the advantages that would 
accrue to themfelves from fixing the 
price, and fecuring that fort of tobac- 
co which beft fuited the tafte of the 
publick and their manufa@ture: and 
finally propofed to furnith them with 
any quantity, at the price which they 
paidin the port of London. 
‘ After fome difpute, they agreed to 
his propofal, and contracted with him 
for fifteen thoufand hogfheads a year, 
for which they obliged themfelves to 
pay ready money, on it’s arrival in any 
one or more convenient ports in the 
fouth or weftern coafts of Great Bri- 
tain that he fhould pleafe to fix upon 
for that purpofe. M—— no fooner 
obtained this contraét, than he imme- 
diately fet out for America, in order 
to put it in execution; and, by way 
of companion, carried with him a 
little French abbé, a man of hu- 
mour, wit, and learning, with whom 
he had been long acquainted, and 
for whom he had done many good 
offices. 
© On his arrival in Virginia, which 
opportunely happened at a time when 
all the gentlemen were affembled in 
the capital of that province, he pub- 
lifhed a memorial, reprefenting the dif- 
advantages under which their trade 
was carried on; the true method of 
redreffling their own grievances in that 
refpeét; and propofing to contraét with 
them for the yearly quantity of fifteen 
thoufand hogfheads of fuch tobacco as 
was fit for the French market, at the 
price which he demonftrated to be con- 
fiderably greater than that which they 
had formerly received. ’ 
‘ This remonftrance met with all the 
fuccefs and encouragement he could 
expect: the principal planters, fecing 
their own intereft concerned, readily 
aflented tothe propofal, which, through 
their influence, was alfo relifhed by the 
reft; and the only difficulty that re-_ 
mained related tothe fecurity for pay- 
ment of the bills on the arrival of the 
tobacco in England, and to the time 
ftipulated for the continuance of the 
contract. > 
In order to remove thefe objections, 
Mr. M. returned to Europe, and 
found the French company of farmers 
6 difpofed 
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difpofed to agree to every thing he de- 
fired for facilitating the execution of 
the contract, and perfectly well pleafed 
with the fample which he had alread 
fent; but his good friend the abbé, 
(whom he had left behind him in 
America) by an unparalleled piece of 
treachery, found means to overturn 
the whole projeét. He fecretly wrote 
a memorial to the company, import- 
ing, that he found by experience 
M could afford to furnifh them 
at a much lower price than that which 
they had agreed to give; and that, by 
being in poffeffion of the contraét for 
five years, as was intended according 
to the propofal, he would have the 
company fo much in his power, that 
they muft afterwards fubmit to any 
price he fhould pleafe to impofe; and 
thatif they thought him worthy of fuch 
a truft, he would undertake to furnith 
them at an eafier rate, in conjunction 
with fome of the leading men in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, with whom he 
faid he had already concerted meafures 
for that purpofe. 

¢ The company were fo much alarm- 
ed at thefe infinuations, that they de- 
clined complying with Mr. M ° 
demands until the abbé’s return; and 
though they afterwards ufed all their 
endeavours to perfuade him to be con- 
cerned with that little traitor in: his 
undertaking (by which he might ftill 
have been a very confiderable gainer) 
he refifted all their folicitations, and 
plainly told them in the abbé’s pre- 
fence, that he would never proftitute 
his own principles fo far, as to enter 
into engagements of any kind with a 
perfon of his character, much lefs in 
a {cheme that had a manifeit tendency 
to lower the market-price of tobacco 
in England. 

« Thus ended a projeét the moft ex- 
tenfive, fimple, and eafy, and (as ap- 
peared by the trial made) the beft cal- 
culated to raife an immenfe fortune, of 
any that was ever undertaken or plan- 
ned by a private perfon; a projeét, in 
the execution of which M—— = had 
the good of the publick, and the glory 
of putting ina flourifhing condition that 
valuable branch of our trade, (which 
gives employment to two great pro- 


“vinces, and above two hundred fail of 


fhips) much more at heart than his 
own private intereft. It was reafon- 
able to expect, thata man whofe debts 
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M had paid more than once, 
whom he had obliged’in many other 
refpe&ts, and whom he had carried 
with him at a very confiderable ex- 
pence on this apelin’ merely with 
a view of bettering his fortune, would 
have acted with common honefty, if 
not with gratitude; but fuch was the 
depravity of this little monfter’s*heart, 
that on his death-bed he left a con- 
fiderable fortune to mere ftrangers, 
with whom he had little or no con= 
nection, without the leaft thought of 
refunding the money advanced for him 
by M , in order to prevent his 
rotting in a gaol. 

‘ When M had once obtained a 
command of money, he, by his know- 
ledge in feveral branches of trade, as 
well as by the affiftance of fome intel 
ligent friends at Paris and London, 
found means to employ it to very 
good purpofe; and had he been a man 
of that felfith difpofition, which too 
much prevails in the world, he might 
have been at this day matter of a very 
ample fortune: but his ear was never 
deaf to the voice of diftrefs, nor his 
beneficent heart fhut againft the cala- 
mities of his fellow-creatures. He 
was even ingenious in contriving the 
moft delicate methods of relieving 
modeft indigence, and, by his induf- 
trious benevolence, often anticipated 
the requefts of mifery. ; 

‘ I could relate a number of examples 
to illuftrate my affertions, in fome o 
which you would perceive the moft 
difinterefted generofity ; but fuch a de- 
tail would trefpafs too much upon 
your time, and I do not pretend to 
dwell upon every minute circumftance 
of his conduct. Let it fuffice to 
fay, that upon the declaration of war 
with Spain, he gave up all his com- 
mercial fchemes, and called in his 
money from all quarters, with a view 
of fitting down for the reft of his life 
contented with what he had got, and 
reftraining his liberalities to what he 
could fpare from his yearly income. 
This was a very prudential refolution, 
could he have kept it; but, upon the 
breaking out of the war, he could not 
without concern fee many gentlemen 
of merit, who had been recommended 
to him, difappointed of commiffions, 
merely for want of money to fatisfy 
the expeétations of the commiffion- . 
brokers of that time; and therefore 
3D2 ~ * launched 
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Wett Indies. 
‘He at length, after many other ac- 
‘tions of the like nature, from motives 
of pure humanity, love of juftice, and 
abhorrence of oppreffion, embarked in 
a_caufe, every. way the moft impor- 
.tant that ever came under the difcuf- 
fion of the courts of law.in thefe king- 
‘doms; whether it be confidered in re- 
lation to the extraordinary nature of 
the cafe, or the immenfe property of 
no lefs.than fifty thoufand pounds a 
year, and three peerages, that depended 
upon it. 

« In the year 1740, the brave admi- 
ral who at that time commanded his 
majefty’s fleet in the Weft Indies, 
among the other tranfactions of his 
{quadron tran{fmitted to the Duke of 
Newcaftle, mentioned a young man, 
who though in the capacity of a com- 
‘mon failor on board one of the fhips 
‘under his command, laid claim to the 
eftate and titles of the Earl of A , 
Thee pretenfions were no fooner com- 
municated in the publick papers, than 
they became the fubject of converfa- 
tion in all companies; and the per- 
-fon.whom they chiefly affected, being 
alarmed at the appearance of a com- 
petitor, though at fuch diitance, be- 
gan to put himielf in motion, and take 
call.the precautions which he thought 
neceflary to, defeat the endeavour of 
the. young upftart. Indeed the early 
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making himfelf known in the Weft 
Indies, furnifhed him with number- 
rlefs advantages over that unhappy 
young gentleman; for, being in pof- 
‘{effion of.a plentiful fortune, and lord 
of many manors in the neighbourhood 
‘of the very place where the claimant 
wag born, he Knew. all the witneffes 
who could give the moft material evi- 
dence of his legitimacys and, if his 
probity did not reftrain him, had, by 
“shis power and influente, fufficient 
opportunity and means of applying 
to the paffions and. interefts of the 
witnefles, to filence: many; and -gain 
over others to his fide; while his com- 
petitor, by an abicaceof fifteen or fix- 
teen years from his native country, 
the wint cf education and friends, 


together with his prefent helplefs fi- 
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‘ tuation, was rendered abfolutely in 
‘ capable of taking any ftep for his own 
‘ advantage. And although his worthy 
‘uncle’s confpicuous virtue and reli- 
‘ gious regard for juftice and truth 
* might poffibly be an unconquerable 
‘ reftraint to his taking any undue ad- 
‘ vantages; yet the confciences of that 
‘© huge army of emiflaries he kept inpay, 
‘ were not altogether fo very tender and 
‘ fcrupulous.. ‘This much, however, 
‘ may be faid, without derogation from, 
‘ or impeachment of the noble earl’s 
* nice virtue and honour, that he took 
‘ care to compromife all differences 
‘ with the other branches of the family, 
* whofe. interefts were, in this affair, 
* connected with his own, by fharing 
© the eftate with them, and alio retained 
‘ moft of the eminent council within 
‘ the bar of both kingdoms againft this 
‘ formidable baftard, before any fuit 
* was inftituted by him. 
‘ While he was thus entrenching 
‘ himfelf againft the attack of a poor 
‘ forlorn youth, at the diftance of fifteen 
‘ hundred leagues, continually expofed 
‘ to the dangers of the fea, the war, and 
‘ an unhealthy climate, Mr. M > 
:* in the common courfe of converfation, 
‘ chanced to afk fome queftions relating 
‘ to this romantick pretender of one 
‘ H-—, who was at that time the pre- 
‘« fent Lord A——y’s chief agent. This 
‘ man, when preffed, could not,help 
‘ owning the late Lord A m adtua]- 
‘ ly left a fon, who had been fpirited 
_ © away into America foon after his fa- 
‘ ther’s death; but faid' he did not 
‘ know whether this was the fame per- 
‘ fen. , . 
‘ This information could not fail to 
_{ make an impreffion on the humanity 
« of Mr, M——, who being acquaint- 
-¢ ed with the genius of the wicked party 
.£ who had poffeffed them{elves of this 
‘ unhappy young man’s eftate and ho- 
‘ nours, exprefled no.fmall anxiety and 
.€, apprehenfion left they fhould take him 
© off by fome means or other; and, even 
‘ then, feemed difpofed to contribute 
‘ towards the fupport.of the friendlefs 
‘-orphan, and to enquire more circum- 
‘ ftantially into the nature,of his claim. 
‘In the mean. time, his occafions called 
‘ him to France; and during his ab- 
¢ femee, «DAe. A y arrived in Lon- 
¢ don, in the month of Oétober 1741.” 
Here the clergyman was interrupted 
by Peregrine, who faid nts was fome- 
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thing fo extraordinary, not to call it im- 
probable, in the ‘account he had heard 
of the young gentleman’s being fentin- 
to exile, that he would look upon him- 
felf' as infinitely obliged to the doétor, 


if he would favour him with a true re-. 


prefentation of that tranfaétion, as well 
as of the manner in which he arrived and 
was known at the ifland of Jamaica. 


‘ae 


The parfon, in compliance with our 


hero's requeft, taking up the ftory from 


the beginning, * Mr. A 
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e, * is fon of Arthur late Lord Baron 


of A——-m, by his wife Mary Sh—d, 
natural daughter’to John Duke of 
B and N by, whom he pub- 
lickly married on the 21ft day of July 
1706, contrary to the inclination of 
his mother and all his other relations, 
particularly of Arthur late Earl of 
A-——y, who bore an implacable en- 
mity to the duke her father, and for 
that reafon did all that lay in his 
power to traverfe the marriage: but 
finding his endeavours ineffeétual, he 
was fo much offended, that he would 
never be perfeétly reconciled to Lord 
A m, though he was his prefump- 
tive heir. After their nuptials, they 
cohabited together in England for the 
fpace of two or three years; during 
which the mifcarried more than once; 


and he being a man of levity, and . 
an’ extravagant difpofition, not only _ 
{quandered away all that he had re- 


ceived of his wife’s fortune, but alfo 
contracted many confiderable debts, 
which obliged him to make a preci- 
pitate retreat into Ireland, leaving his 
lady behind him in the houfe with his 
mother and fifter; who, having alfo 


been averfe to the match, had always 


looked upon her with eyes of difgutt. 
‘It was not likely that harmony 
fhould long fubfift in this family, 
efpecially as Lady A———m was a wo- 
man of a lofty fpirit, who could not 
tarnely bear infults and ill-ufage from 
perfons who, fhe had reafon to be- 
heve, were her enemies at heart. Ac- 
cordingly a mifunderftanding foon 
happened among them, which was fo- 
mented by the malice of one of her 
fifters-in-law: divers fcandalous re- 
ports of her mifconduét, to which the 
empty pretenfions of a vain, wretched 
coxcomb, (who was made ufe of as an 
infamous too) for that purpofe) gave 
a colourable pretext, were trumped Up» 
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and tranfmitted, with many falfe and 
aggravating circumftances, to her huf- 
band in Ireland, who being a piddy, 
unthinking man, was fo much in- 
cenfed at thefe infinuations, that, in 
the firft tranfports of his paffion, he 
fent to his mothera power of attorney, 
that fhe might fue for a divorce in his 
behalf. A libel was thereupon exhi- 
bited, containing many {candalous al- 
Tegations, void of any real founda- 
tion in truth; but being unfupported 
by any manner of proof, it was at 
leneth difmiffed with cofts, after it 
had depended upwards of two years. 

* Lord A. m finding himfelf abufed 
by the mifreprefentations of his mother 
and fifter, difcovered an inclination 
to be reconciled to his lady: in con- 
fequence of which, fhe was fent over 
to Dublin by her father, to the care 
of a gentleman in that city; in whofe 
houfe fhe was received by her hufband, 
with all the demonttrations of love 
and efteem. From thence he conduc&t- 
ed her to his lodgings, and then to his 
country-houfe, where fhe had the mif- 
fortune to fuffer a mifcarriage, through 
fear and refentment of my lord’s be- 
haviour, which was often brutal and 
indecent. From the country they re- 
moved to Dublin about the latter end 
of July, or beginning of Augutt 
1714, where they had not long con- 
tinued, when her ladyfhip was known 
to be again with child. bg 

‘ Lord A m and his iffue being 
next in remainder to the honours and 
eftate of Arthur Earl of A a, was 
extremely folicitous to have a fons 
and, warned by the frequent mifcar- 
riages of his lady, refolved to curb the 
natural impatience and rufticity of his 
difpofition, that fhe might not, as 
formerly, fuffer by his outrageous 
conduct. He accordingly cherifhed 
her with uncommon tendernefs and 
care; and her pregnancy being pretty 
far advanced, conduéted her to his 
country-feat, where fhe was delivered 
of Mr. A y, about the latter end 
of April or beginning of May; for 
none of the witnefles have been able, 
at this diftance, with abfolute certain- 
ty to fix the precife time of his birth, 
and there was no regifter kept in the 
parifh: as an additional misfortune, 


. no gentleman of fafhion lived in that 


parith; nor did thofe who lived at any 
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confiderable diftance care to cultivate 
an acquaintance with a man of Lord 
A m’s ftrange conduét. 
¢ Be that,as it will, the occafion was 
celebrated by his lordfhip’s tenants 
and dependants upon the {pot, and in 
the neighbouring town of New R—fs, 
by bonfires, illuminations, and other 
rejoicings; which have made fuch an 
impreffion upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, thatin the place where they hap- 
pened, and the contiguous parithes, 
feveral hundred perfons have already 
declared their knowledge and remem- 
brance of this event, in fpite of the 
great power of theclaimant’s adverfary 
in that quarter, and the great pains 
and indirect methods taken by his 
numberlefs agents and emiffaries, as 
well as by thofe who are interefted with 
him in the event of the fuit, to cor- 
rupt and fupprefs the evidence. 

m, after the birth of 
his for, who was fent to nurfe in the 
neighbourhood, according to the cuf- 
tom, of the country, (where people of 
the higheft diftinétion put their chil- 
dren out to nurfe into farm-houfes and 
cabbins) lived in harmony with his 
lady for the {pace of two years: but 


having by his folly and extravagance . 


reduced himfelf_ to great difficulties, 


-he demanded the remainder of her 


fortune from her father the Duke of 
B——, who abfolutely refufed to part 
with a fhilling until a proper fettie- 
ment, fhould be made on his daughter, 
which by that time he had put out of 
his own power to make by his folly 
and extravagance. 


» © As her ladythip, by her endeayours 
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to reform the seconomy of her houfe, 


had incurred the. difpleafure of fome 
idle, profligate.fellows, who had faf- 
tened themfelves upon her hutband, 
and helped to confume his fubitance, 
they feized this opportunity of the 


duke’s refufal; and in order to be re- , 


venged upon the innocent lady, per- 
fuaded Lord A m, that the only 
means of extraéting money from his 


‘grace would be to turn her away, 


on pretence of infidelity to his bed, 
for which, they hinted, there was but 
too much foundation. At their fug- 
geftions, a moft infamous plan was 
projected; in the execution of which 
one P » a poor, unbied, fimple, 
country booby, whom they had de- 
coyed into a fhare, loft one of’ his 
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ears, and the injured lady retired that 
fame day to New R—fs, where fhe 
continued feveral years. She did not, 
however, leave the houfe, without 
ftruggling hard to carry her child: 
along with her; but far from enjoy- 
ing fuch indulgence, ftri€&t orders were 
given, that the boy fhould not for the 
future be brought within her fight. 
This bafe, inhuman treatment, inftead 
of anfwering the end propofed, pro- 
duced fuch a contrary effect, that the 
Duke of B » by a codicil to his 
will, in which he refleéts upon Lord 
A——m’s evil temper, directed his 
executors to pay to his daughter an 
annuity of one hundred pounds, while 
her lord and fhe fhould continue to 
live feparate; and this allowance was 
to ceafe on Lord A m’s death. 
‘ While the remained in this folitary 
fituation, the child was univerfally 
known and received as the legitimate 
fon and heir of her lord, whofe af- 
fection for the boy was fo confpi- 
cuous, that in the midft of his own 
neceffities, he never failed to maintain 
him in the drefs and equipage of a — 
young nobleman. In the courfe of ° 
his infancy, his father having often 
changed his place of refidence, the 
child was put under the inftruétions of 
a great many different {choolmafters, 
fo that he was perfeétly well known 
in a great many different parts of the 
kingdom; and lis mother feized alk 
opportunities (which were but rare, on 
account of his father’s orders to the 
contrary) of feeing and giving him 
roofs of her maternal tendernefs, un- 
til the fet out for England, after hav- 
ing been long in a declining ftate of 
health, by a paralytical diforder; upon 
the confequence of which, fuch de- 
pendence was placed by her incon- 
fiderate hufband, who was by this 
time reduced to extreme poverty, that 
he actually married a woman whom he 
had long kept as a miftrefs. This 
creature no. fooner underftood that 
Lady A——m was departed from 
Ireland, than fhe openly avowed her 
marriage, and went about publickly 
with Lord A——m, vifiting his. ac- 
guaintances, in the charaéter of his 
wife.. 
‘ From this zra may be dated the 
beginning of Mr. A——y’s misfor- 
tunes: this artful woman, why ned 
formerly treated the child with an ap- 
“ pearance 
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pearance of fondnefs, in order to ingra- 
tiate herfelf with the father, now look- 
ing upon herfelf as fufficiently efta- 
blithed in the family, thought it was 
high time to alter her behaviour with 
regard to the unfortunate boy; and 
accordingly, for obvious reafons, em- 
ployed a thoufand artifices to alicnate 


the heart of the weak father from his 


unhappy offspring: yet, notwith{tand- 
ing all her infinuations, nature ftill 
‘maintained her influence in his heart ; 
and though fhe often found means to 
irritate him by artful and malicious 
accufations, his refentment never ex- 
tended farther than fatherly correc- 
tion. She would have found it im- 


poffible to accomplifh his ruin, had - 


not her efforts been reinforced by a 
new auxiliary, who was no other than 
his uncle, the prefent ufurper of his 
title and eftate; yet even this confe- 
deracy was over-awed, in fome mea- 
fure, by the fear of alarming the un- 
fortunate mother, until her diftemper 
increafed to a mott deplorable degree 
of the dead palfy, and the death of 
her father had reduced her to a moft 
forlorn and abject ftate of diftrefs. 
Then they ventured upon the execu- 
tion of their projects; and (though 
their aims were widely different) con- 
curred in their endeavours to remove 
the haplefs boy, as the common ob- 
ftacle to both. 

‘ Lord A m, who (as I have al- 
ready obferved) was a man of weak 
intelleéts, and utterly void of any fix- 
ed principle of action, being by this 
time reduced to fuch a pitch of mifery, 
that he was often obliged to pawn his 
wearing-apparel in order to procure 
the common neceffaries of life; and 
having no other fund remaining, with 
which he could relieve his prefent ne- 
ceffities, except a fale of the reverfion 
of the A a eftate, to which the 
nonage of his fon was an effeciual 
bar, he was advifed by his virtuous 
brother, and the ‘reft of his counfel- 
lors, to furmount this difficulty, by 
fecreting his fon, and {preading a re- 
port of his death. This honeft pro- 
ject he the more readily embraced, be- 
caufe he knew that no act of his could 
fruftrate the child’s fucceffion. Ac- 
cordingly, the boy was removed from 
the fchoo] at which he was then board- 
ed, to the houfe of one K—gh, an 
agent and accomplice of the prefent 
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Earl of A--—-1, Where he was kept 
for feveral months clofely confined ; 
and in the mean time it was induf- 
tridufly reported that he was dead. 
This previous meafure being taken, 
Lord A——m publifhed advertife- 
ments in the Gazettes, offering rever- 
fions of the A~——a eftate to fale; and 
emiflaries of various kinds were em- 
ployed, to inveigle fuch as were inno- 
cent of the nature of the fettlement of 
thefe eftates, or ftrangers to the affairs 
of his family. Some people, impofed 
upon by the report of the child’s death, 
were drawn in to purchafe, thinking 
themfelves fafe in the concurrence of 
his lordfhip’s brother, upon prefump- 
tion that he was next in remainder to 
the fucceffion; others, tempted by the 
fmallnefs of the price, (which rarély- 
exceeded half a year’s purchafe, as 
appears by many deeds) though they 
doubted the truth of the boy’s be- 
ing dead, ran fmall rifks on the 
contingency of his dying befdre he 
fhould be of age, or in hope of his 
being prevailed upon to confirm the 
grants of his father; and many more 
were treating with him on the fame 
notions, when their tranfactions were 
fuddenly interrupted, and the fcheme 
of raifing more money for the pre- 
fent defeated by the unexpected ap- 
pearance of the bey, who being na- 
turally fprightly and impatient of re- , 
ftraint, had found means to break 
from his confinement, and wandered 
up and down the ftreets of Dublin, 
avoiding his father’s houfe, and chuf- 
ing to encounter all forts of diftrefs, 
rather than fubjeét himfelf again to 
the cruelty and malice of the woman 
who fupplied his mother’s place. Thus 
debarréd his father’s protection, and 
deftitute of any fixed habitation, he 
herded with all the loofe, idle, and 
d:forderly youths in Dublin, ikulking | 
chiefly about the college, feveral mem- 
bers and ftudents of which taking 
pity on his misfortunes, fupplied him 
at different times with cloaths and 
money. In this unfettled and un- 
comfortable way of life did he re- 
main from the year 1725 to the latter 
end of November 1727, at which 
time his father died fo miferably poor, 
that he was actually buried at the 
publick expence. 

« This unfortunate nobleman w7s no 
fooner dead, than his brother Richard, 
* now 
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now Earl of Ama, taking advan- 
tage of the nonage and helplefs fitu- 
ation of his nephew, feized* upon all 
the papers of the defunét, and, af- 


-terwards .ufurped the title of Lord 


A—-—m, to the furprize of the fer- 
vants, and others who were acquaint-. 
ed with the affairs of the family. This 
ufurpation, bold as it was, produced 
no other effect than that of his being 
infulted by the populace as he went 
through the ftreets, and the refufal of 
the king at arms to enrol the certifi- 
cate of his brother’s having died with- 
out.iffue, The fir of thefe incon- 


veniencies he bore without any fenfe 


of fhame, though not without repin- 
ing, confcious that it would gradually 
vanifh with the novelty of his inva- 
fion ; and as to the laft, he conquered 


it by means well. known and ob- 


vious. P 
‘ Nor will it feem ftrange, that he 
fhould thus invade the rights of an 
orphan with impunity, if people will 
confider, that. the late Lord A———m 
had not only fquandered away his 
fortune with the moft ridiculous ex- 
travagance, but alfo affociated him- 
felf with low company, fo thathe was 
little known, and lefs regarded, by 
perfons of any rank and figure in life; 
and his child, of confequence, de- 
barred of the advantages which might 
have accrued from valuable connec- 
tions. And though it was univer- 
fally known, that Lady A m had 
a fon in Ireland, fuch was the ob- 
{curity in which the father had lived 
during the laft years of his life, that 
few of the nobility could be fup- 
pofed to be acquainted with the par: 
ticular circumitances of a tranfaction 
in which they had no concern, and 
which had happened at the diftance of 
twelve years before the date of this 
ufurpation. Moreover, as their firit 


information was no other than com- 


mon fame, the publick clamour oc- 
cafioned by the feparation might in- 
fpire fuch as were {trangers to the fa- 
mily affairs with a muiftaken notion 
of the child’s having been born about 
or after thetime of that event. The 
hurry and buftle occafioned by the ar- 
rival of the lord lieutenant about this 
period, the reports induftrioufly pro- 
pagated of the claimant’s death, the 
obicurity and concealment in which 
the boy was obliged to live in order 
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to elude the wicked attempts of his 
uncle, might alfo contribute to his 
peaceable enjoyment of an empty title: 
and, laftly, Lord ChancellorW——m, 
whofe immediate province it was to 
iffue writs for parliament, was an ut- 
ter ftranger in Ireland, unacquainted 
with the defcents of families, and con- 
fequently did not examine farther than 
the certificate enrolled in the books of 
the king at arms. Over and above 
thefe circumftances, which naturally 
account for the fuccefs of the impof- 
ture, it may be obferved, that the hap- 
lefs youth had not one relation alive, 
on the fide of his father, whofe in- 
tereft it was not to forward or connive 
at his deftruftion; that his grand- 
father the Duke of B was dead ; 
and that his mother was then in Eng- 
land, in a forlorn, deltitute, dying 
condition, fecreted from the world, 
and even from her own relations, by 
her woman Mary H—-—, who had 
a particular intereft to fecrete her, and 


altogether dependant upon a miferable 


and precarious allowance from the 
Duchefs of B » to whofe caprice 
fhe was moreover a molt wretched 
flave. 

‘ Notwithftanding thefe concurring 
circumftances in favour of the ufure 
per, he did not think himfelf fecure 
while the orphan had any chance of 
finding a friend who would undertake 


-his caufe; and therefore laid a plan 


for his being kidnapped, and fent to 
America as a flave.. His coadjutor 
in this humane {cheme, was a perfon 
who carried on the trade of tranfport- 
ing fervants to our plantations, and 
was deeply interefted on this occafion, 
having for a mere trifle purchafed of 
the late Lord A——m the reverfion 
of a confiderable part of the A a 
eftate; which fhameful bargain was 
confirmed by the brother, but could 
never take place unlefs the boy could 
be effectually removed. , 

« Every thing being fettled with this 
auxiliary, feveral ruffians were em- 
ployed in fearch of the unhappy vic- 
tim; and the firft attempt that was 
made upon him, in which his uncle 
perfonally affifted, happening near one 
of the great markets of the city of 
Dublin, an honeft butcher, with the af- 
fittance of his ne:ghbours, refcued him 
by force from their cruel hands. This, 
however, was but a fhort refpite; for 

‘ (though 
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(though warned by this adventure, the 
boy feldom crept out of his lurking- 
places without the moft cautious cir- 
cumfpection) he was, in March 1728, 
difcovered by the diligence of his per- 
fecutors, and forcibly dragged on 
board of a fhip bound for Newcaftle 
on Delaware river in America, where 

he was fold as a flave, and kept to 
hard labour, much above his age or 
ftrength, for the {pace of thirteen years, 

during which he was transferred from 

one perfon to another, 

‘ While he remained in this fervile 

fituation, he often mentioned, to thofe 

in whom he thought fuch corifidence 

might be placed, the circumftances of 
his birth and title, together with the 

manner of his being exiled from his 

native country ; although inthis par- 

ticular he negle&ted a caution which 

he had received in his paffage, im- 

porting that fuch a difcovery would 

coft him his life. Meanwhile the 

ufurper quietly enjoyed his right: and 

to thofe who quettioned him about his 

brother’s fon, conftantly replied, that 

the boy had been dead for feveral years. 

And Arthur Earl of A a dying, 
in April 1737, he, upon pretence of 
being next heir, fucceeded to the ho- 

nours and eftate of that nobleman. 

‘ The term of the nephew's bondage, 

which had been lengthened out be- 

yond the ufual time, on account of 
his repeated attempts to efcape, being 

expired in the year 1740, he hired 

himfelf as a common failor in a trad- 

ing veflel bound to Jamaica; and 

there, being entered on board of one 

of his mnajeity’s fhips under the com- 

mand of Admiral Vernon, openly de- 

clared his parentage and pretenfions. 

This extraordinary claim, which made 

a great noife in the fleet, reaching the 

ears of one Lieutenant S——n, near- 

ly related to the ufurper’s Irith wife, . 
he believed the young gentleman to be 

an impottor; and thinking it was in- 

cumbent on him to difcover the cheat, 

he went on board the fhip to which 

the claimant belonged, and having 

heard the account which he gave of 
himfelf, was, notwithftanding his pre- 

poffeffions, convinced of the truth of 
what he alledged. On his return to 

his own fhip, he chanced to mention 

this extraordinary affair upon the quar- 
ter-deck, in the hearing of Mr. B—n, 
one of the midfhipmen, who had fer- 
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merly beenat {chool with Mr. A——y. 
This young gentleman not only told 
the lieutenant that he had been fchool- 
fellow with Lord A——m’s fon, but 
alfo declared that he fhould know him 
again, if not greatly altered, as he ftill 
retained a perfect idea of his counte- 
nance. . 

‘ Upon this intimation, the lieutenant 
propofed that the experiment fhould be 
tried ; and went with the midthip- 
man on board the fhip that the claim- 
After 
all the failors had affembled upon 
deck, Mr. B—--=n, cafting his eyes 
around, immediately diftinguifthed Mr. 
bos y in the crowd, and laying his 
hand on his fhoulder, ** This is the 


«¢ man!”” faid he; affirming at the fame 
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time, that while he continued at {chool 
with him, the claimant was reputed 
and refpe&ted as Lord A m’s fon 
and heir, and maintained in all re- 
fpects fuitable to the dignity of his 
rank. Nay, he was, in like manner, 
recognized by feveral other perfons 
in the fleet, who had known him?in 
his infancy. 

‘ Thefe things being reported to the 
admiral, he generoufly ordered him 
to be fupplied with neceffaries, and 
treated like a gentleman; and, in his 
next difpatches, tranfmitted an ac- 
count of the affair to the Duke’ of 
Newcaftle, among the other tranf- 
a€tions of the fleet. 

« In September or Otober 1741, Mr. 
A——y arrived in London ; and the 
firft perfon to whom he applied for 
advice and affiftance was a man of the 
law, nearly related to the families of 
A a and A——m, and well ac- 
quainted with: the particular affairs of 
each; who, far from treating him as 
a baffard and impoftor, received him 
with civility and feeming kindnefs, 
afked him to eat, prefented him with 
a piece cf money, and excufing him- 
felf from meddling in the affair, ad- 
vifed him to go to Ireland, as the moft 
proper plase for commencing a fuit 
for the recovery of his right. 

‘ Before the young gentleman had an 
opportunity, or indeed any. inclina- 
tion to comply with this advice, he 
was accidentally met in the ftreet by 
that fame H——n, who, as I have 
mentioned, gave Mr. M r the firft 
infight into the affair; this man tm- 
mediately knew the claimant, having 
Pm Gok * Boon 
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been formerly an agent for his father, 
and afterwards a creature of his un-_ 
cle’s, with whom he was, not with- 
out reafon, fufpected to be concerned 
in kidnapping and tranfporting his | 
nephew.; Be that as it will, his con- 
nections with the ufurper were naw 
broke off by a quarrel, in confequence | 
of which he had thrown up his agen- 
cy ; and he invited the haplefs ftran- © 


‘ger to his houfe, with a view of mak-— 


ing all poffible advantage of fuch.a 
uelt. i. 
So There he had. nat long remained, 
when his treacherous landlord, tam-_ 
pering with, his inexperience, effected a 
marriage between him and the daugh- . 
ter of one of his own friends, who 
lodged in his. houfe at the fame timé : | 
but afterwards, feeing no perfon of 
confequence . willing to efpoufe his 
caufe, he looked upon him as an in-: 
cumbrance, and, wanted. to rid his 
hands of him accordingly. He re- 
membered that, Mr. M——r had ex- 
preffed himfelf. with all the humanity 
of apprehenfion in favour of the un- 
fortunate young nobleman, before his 
arrival in. England ; and being well 
acquainted with-the generofity of his 
difpofition, he no feoner underftood | 
that. he. was returned froin France, 


‘than he waited wpon him with an ac- 


count of Mr,.A+-——y’s being fafely 
arrived. Mr. M——r was fincerely 
rejoiced to find that a perfon who had 
been fo cruelly injured, and under- 
gone fo long and continued a fcene of 
diftrefs, was reftored to a country 
where lie was fure of obtaining juttice, 
and where every. good man (as he 
imagined) would make the caufe his. 
own: and, being informed that the 
youth was in want of neceffaries,. he 
gave twenty guineas to H——n for 
his ufe, and promifed to do him all 
the fervice in his power; but had no 
intention to take. upon himfelf the 
whole weight of fuch an important 
affair, or indeed to appear in the caufe, 
until he fhould be fully and thorough- 
ly fatisfied that the claimant’s preten- 
fore were well founded. ’ 
‘ In the meantime, H——=n infinu- 
ating that the young gentleman was 
not fafe in his prefent lodging from the 
machinations of his enemies, M r 
accommodated him with an apartment 
in his own houfe; where he was at 
great pains to remedy the defect in his” 
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¢ education, by rendering him fit fo 
‘ appear as a gentleman in the world. 
* Having received from him all the in- 
‘ telligence he could give, relating to 
‘ his own affair, he laid the cafe before 
‘ counfel, and difpatched a perfon to 
‘ Ireland, to make farther enquiries 


upon the fame fubjeét ; who, on his 


‘ firft arrival in that kingdom, found 
‘ the claimant’s birth was as pub- 
‘ lickly known as any circumftance of 
‘ that kind could poffibly be at fo great 
‘ a diftance of time. 

‘ The ufurper and his friends gave 
¢ all the interruption in their power to 
‘ any refearches concerning that affair ; 
‘-and had recourfe to every ert and ex- 
‘ pedient that could be invented, to pre- 
‘ vent it’s being brought to a legal dif- 
‘ cuffion: privilege bills in chancery, 
‘ orders of court furreptitioufly and il- 
‘ legally obtained, and every other in- 
‘ vention was made ufe of to bar and 
‘ prevent a fair and honett trial by a 
‘jury. The ufurper himfelf and his 
“agents, at the fame time that they 
‘ formed divers confpiracies againft his 
€ life, in vain endeavoured to detach 
‘ Mr. M—-—r from the orphan’s caufe 


_© by innumerable artifices, infinuating, 


‘ cajoling, and mifreprefenting,with fur- 
< prizing dexterity and perfeverance. 

‘ His proteétor, far from being fa- 
‘ tisfied with their reafons, was not 
¢ only deaf to their remonftrances, but, 
‘ believing him in danger from their 
‘ repeated efforts, had him privately 
‘ conveyed into the country; where an 
‘ unhappy accident (which he hath ever 
© fince fincerely regretted) furnifhed his 
© adverfary with a colourable pretext to 
‘ cut him off in'the beginning of his 
“career. . 

« A. man happening to lofe his life 
‘ by the accidental difcharge of a piece 
‘ that chanced to be in the young gen- 
‘ tleman’s hands, the account of this 
‘ misfortune no fooner reached the ears” 


‘ not efcape; infulted im zaol in the 
‘ moft inhuman manner; eniployed a 
§ whole army of» attorhies and agents 
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to fpirit up and carry on a moft viru- 
lent profecution ; praétifed all the un- 
fair methods that could be invented, 

in order that the unhappy gentleman 
fhoutd be tran{ported to Newgate, from 
the healthy prifon to which he was at 
firft committed; endeavoured to in- 
veigle him into deftruétive confeflions; 
and not to merition other more infa- 
mous arts employed in the affair of 
evidence, attempted to furprize him 
upon his trial in the abfence of his 
witneflesand counfel, contrary to a pre- 
vious agreement with the profecutor’s 
own attorney: nay, he even appeared 
in perfon upon the bench at the trial, 

in order to intimidate the evidence, and 


the bar; and expended above a thou- 
fand pounds in that profecution. In 
fpite of all his wicked efforts, lhow- 
ever, which were defeated by the fpi- 
rit and indefatigable induitry of Mr. 
M r, the young gentleman: was 
honourably acquitted, to the’évident 
fatisfaction of all the impartial; ‘the 
misfortune that gave a handle for that 
unnatural profecution appearing toa 
demonftration to have been a mifere 
accident. | wa? 
‘ Ina few months his rotetto:, who 
had now openly, efpoufed his caufe, 
(taking with him two gentlemen to 
witnefs his tranfactions) ‘conduGted 
him to hig native country, with a view 
‘to be better informed of the ftrensth 
of his ‘pietenfions, than he could: be 
by the intelligences he had’ hitherto 
received, or by the claimant’s own 
dark and ‘almoft oblitératéd remem- 
brance of. the’ faéts which were éffen- 
tial to be Known. Upow their arr ival 
In Dublin, application was made’ to 
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named as his fchoolmafters and cém- 
panions, together with the fervants 
and nel 
though. examined feparately, without 
having the leatt previous intimation of 
what the claimant had reported) agreed 


with one another, and mentioned ma- 


the fame facts, to whom Mr. M=— 

had recourfe, and“itill met’ with ° the 
fame unvaried information. By thele 
means he made’ ftich progrefs i in: his, 
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* no fewer than “one hundred ‘perfohs - 
¢ , om, difeisnt quarter’. of the King-< 


a 
he 


brow-beat the unfortunate prifoner at _ 


thofe perfons ‘whom Mr. A———y had 


hbours: of his father. ‘Thefe, | 


in their accounts with him, as well as 


ny other people as acquainted pe can 


enquiries, that in lefs than two months ~ 


403 


‘ dom, either perfonally or by letters, 
communicated their knowledge of the 
claimant; ‘in-declarations confonant 
with one another, as.well as with the 
accounts he gave of himfelf. Several 
fervants who had lived with his father, © 
and been deceived with the ftory of 
his death,‘ fo induttrioufly propagated ~ 

by his ivwrele; no* fooner -heard. of his 

‘being in Dublin, than they came from 
differént ‘parts of the country to {ce 
him; and-though great: pains were . 
taken to deceive them, they never- 
thelefs knew him at’firtt fight ; fome 
of them‘fell upon: theirknees to thank 
Heaven for -his prefervation, embra+ 
ced his legs, and fhed tears of joy for 
his return, | >. 

‘ Although the condué of his adver. 
fary, : particularly in the abovemen- 
tioned profecution, together with the - 
evidence’ that'already appeared, were 
fufficient to’ convince all mankind of © 
the truth of theclaimant’s pretenfions, 
Mr: M+, ‘in order to be farther 
fatisfiéd, refolved to fechow he would 
be ‘received ‘upon the fpot where; he 
was born';’ juftly concluding, that if 
he was'really an impoftor, the baftard 
‘ of a kitchen-wench;’prodticed in a 
‘country ‘entirely- ‘poeta by his ene- 

16 my and: hig allies; he mutt be looked 
‘ upon in that’ iplace with the utmoft 
© deteftition and! cortempts = est 
* This "hisantention was'no fooner 

¢ known to the-adverfe party, than their 

‘ agenté and friends, from all quarters, 

‘ ‘repaired to’ that place with all poffible 

* difpatch, and ufed all their influence 

‘with the people} in remonftrances, 

‘threats;'and all the other arts they 

‘ could devife, not only to ‘difcounte- 

‘ nance the*claimant upon his arrival, 

‘ but even to-fpirit up a mob to infult 

‘him. Notwithftanding thefe precau- 
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tions,’ arid the fervile awe and fubjec- 
tion in which tenants are kept by their 
landlords in that part of the country, 
as foon’as it was known: that Mr. 
A y approached the town, the in- 
habitants crouded ‘out in great mul- 
titudés to receive and welcome him, 
and accompanied him into. fown with 
acclamations and other expreifions of 
joy, ‘infomuch: that the agents »of his 
© adverfary- durft tot thew their faces. — 
« The fovereion of"the corporation, who 
“Ee was 4 particular creature and favou- 
“© ‘Vite of thre’ ‘ufurper, atid whofeall de- 

Y pended tipon the iffue of the caufey was 
3n2 s “fo 
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fo confcious of the ftranger’s right, 
and fo much awed by the behaviour 
of the people, who knew that con- 
{cioufnefs, that he did. not think it 
fafe, even to preferve the appearance 
of neutrality upon this occafion, but 
actually held the ftirrup while Mr. 
A-——y difmounted from his horfe. 
¢ This fenfe of conviction in the peo- 
ple manifefted itfelf {till more power- 
fully, when he returned to the fame 
place in the year 1744, about which 
time Lord A——=a being informed of 
his refolution, determined again to be 
before-hand with him, and fet out in 
perfon with his agents and friends, 
fome of whom were detached before 
him, to prepare for his reception, and 
induced the people to meet him in a 
bedy, and accompany him to town, 
with fuch expreflions of welcome as 
they had before beftowed on his ne- 
hew; but in {pite of all their art and 
intereit, he was fuffered to pafs through 
the ftreet in a mournful filence; and 
though feveral barrels of beer were 
produced, to court the favour of the 


| populace, they had no other effeé than 


that of drawing their ridicule upon the 
donor; whereas, when Mr. A " 
two days afterwards appeared, all the 
inhabitants, with garlands, ftreamers, 
mufick,and other enfigns of joy,croud- 
ed out to meet him, and ufhered him 
into town with fuch demonftrations of 
pleafure and good-will, that the noble 
peer found it convenient to hide him- 
{elf from the refentment of his own 
tenants, the effects of which he mutt 
have feverely felt, had not he been 
fereened by the timely remonftrances 
of Mr. M——r, and the other gentle- 
man who accompanied his competi- 
tor. 
‘ Nor did his apprehenfion vanifh 
with the tranfaction of this day; the 
town was again in uproar on the Sun- 
day following, when it was known 
that Mr. A y intended to come 
thither from Dunmain‘ to church: 
they went out to meet him as before, 
and conducted him to the church-door 
with acclamations, which terrified his 
uncle to juch a degree, that he fled 
with precipitation in a boat, and foon 
after entirely quitted the place. 
© It would be almoft an endlefs tatk 
to enumerate the particular fteps that 
were taken by one fide':ta promote, 
“and by the other to delay the tial; 
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the young gentleman’s adverfaries 
finding that they could not, by all the 
fubterfuges and arts they had, ufed, 
evade it, repeated attempts were made 
to aflaffinate him and his protector, 
and every obitruétion thrown in the 
way of his caufe which craft could in- 
vent, villainy execute, and yndue in- 
fluence confirm. But all thefe diffi- 
culties were furmounted by the vigi- 
lance, conflancy, courage, and faga- 
city of M——yr; and at laft the affair 
was brought to a very folemn trial at 
bar, which being continued, by feveral 
adjournments, from the eleventh to the 
twenty-fifth day of November, a ver- 
dict was found for the claimant by a 
jury of gentlemen, which, in point of 
reputation and property, cannot be 
eafily paralleled in the annals of that 
or any other country; a jury that 
could by no means be fulpedted of pre- 
pofleffions in favour of Mr. A—y, 
(to whofe perfon they were abfolute 
ftrangers) efpecially if we confider that 
a gentleman in their neighbourhood, 
who was nephew to the foreman, and 
nearly related to fome of the reft of 
their number, forfeited a confiderable 


-eftate by their decifion. 


‘ This verdict,” faid the parfon, ‘ gave 
the highett fatisfa&tion to all impartial 
perfons that were within reach of being 
duly informed of their proceedings, 


‘and of the different genius and con- © 


duét of the parties engaged in the con- 
teft; but more efpecially to fuch as 
were in court (as 1 was) atthe trial, 
and had an opportunity of obferving 
the charaéters and behaviour of the 
perfons wlio appeared there to give 
evidence. To fuch it was very ap- 
parent, that all the witneffes produced 
there on the ‘part of the uncle, were 


either his tenants, dependents, pot- 


companions, or perfons fome way or 
other interefted in the iffue of the fuit, 
and remarkable for a low kind of cun- 
ning ; that many of them were per- 
fons of profligate lives, who deferved 
no credit ; that (independent of ‘the 
levity of their characters) thofe of 
them who went under the denomina- 
tion of colonels (Colonel L fts 
alone excepted, who had nothing to 
fay, and was only brought there in 
order to give credit to that party) 
made fo ridiculous a figure, and gave 
fo abturd, contradictory, and incon- 
fiftent an evidence, as no court or yur 

. * could 
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could give the leatt degree of credit 
to. On the other hand it was ob- 
ferved, that the nephew and Mr, 
M-——r, his chief manager, (being 
abfolute ftrangerg in that country, 
and unacquainted with the characters 
of the perfons they had to deal with) 
were obliged to Jay before the court 
and jury fuch evidenceas came to their 
hand, fome of whom plainly appeared 
to have been put upon them by their 
adverfaries, with a defign to hurt. 
It was alfo manifeft, that the witneffes 
produced for Mr. A—-—y were fuch 
as could have no manner of connéc- 
tion with him, nor any dependance 
whatfoever upon him, to influence 
their evidence ; for the far greatett part 
of them had never feen him from his 
infancy till the trial began; and many 
of them (though poor and undignified 
with the title of ‘colonels) were peo- 
ple of unblemithed charaéter, of great 
fimplicity, and fuch as no man in his 
fenfes would pitch upon to fypport a 
bad caufe. Itis plain that the jury 
(whofe well-known honour, impar- 
tiality, and penetration, muft be re- 
vered by all who are acquainted with 
them) were not under the leaft dif- 
ficulty about their verdi&t; for théy 
were not inclofed above half an hour 
when they returned with it. Thefe 
gentlemen could not help obferving 
the great inequality of the parties en- 
gaged, the great advantages that the 
uncle had in every other refpect (ex- 
cept the truth and juftice of his cafe) 
over the nephew, by means of his vaft 
pofleffions, and of his power and in- 


fluence all roundthe place of his birth; - 


nor could the contrait between the dif- 
ferent geniufes of the two parties efcape 
their obfervation. They could not.but 
fee and conclude, that a perfon who 
had confeffedly tranfported and fold 
his orphan nephew into flavery ; who, 
on his return, had carried on fo un- 
warrantable and cruel a profecution to 
take away his life, under colour of 
law; and who had alfo given fuch 
glaring proofs of his {kill and dexte- 
rity in the management of witneffes 
for that cruel purpofe ; was in like 
manner capable of exerting the fame 
happy talent on this occafion, when 
his all was at ftake; more efpecially, 
as he had fo many others who were 
equally interefted with hitnfelf, and 
whofe abilities im that refpect fell 


na ARR RRR RR RR HR ARH AA 


SRA AEA IA HR AEN MN A KH .H H 


Le. i. ey ae Ser 


~ A FR A 


PICKLE. 4og 


nothing fhort of his own, to fecond 
him in it. The gentlemen of the jury 
had alfo a near view of the manner in 
which the witneffes delivered their tef- 
timonies, and had from thence an ep- 
portunity of obferving many circum- 
{tances and diftinguifhing characte- 
rifticks of truth and falfhood, from 
which a great deal could be gathered 
that could not be adequately conveyed 
by any printed account, how exaé& 
foever; confequently they mutt have 
been much better judges of the evi- 
dence on which they founded their 
verdiét, than any perfon who had not 
the fame opportunity can poffibly be. 
‘ Thefe, Mr. Pickle, were my re- 
fle&tions on what I had occafion to ob- 
ferve concerning that famous trial; 
and on my return to England two 
years after, I could not help pitying 
the felf-fuficiency of fome people, 
who, at this diftance, pretended to 
pafs their judgment on that verdia&, 
with as great pofitivenefs as if they 
had been in the fecrets of the caufe, 
or upon the jury who tried it; and that 
from no better authority than the de- 
clamations of Lord A——a’s emiffa- 
ries, and fome falfified printed ac- 
counts, artfully cooked up*on pur- 
pofe to miflead and deceive. 
‘ But to return from this digreffion : 
Lord A. a, the defendant in that 
caufe, was fo tonfcious of the ftrength 
and merits of his injured nephew’s 
cafe, and that a verdict would go a- 
gaint him, that he ordered a writ of 
error to be made out before the trial 
was ended; and the verdict was no 
fooner given, than he immediately 
lodged it, though he well knew he 
had no manner of error to affign. 
This expedient was practifed merely 
for vexation and delay, in order to 
keep Mr. A—-—y from the poffef- 
fon of the fmall eftate he had recover- 
ed by the verdict; that his flender 
funds being exhauited, he might be 
deprived of other means to profecute 
his right; and, by the moft oppreffive 
contrivancesand {candalous chicanery, 
it has been kept up to this day, with- 
out his being able to affign the leaft 
fhadow of any error. — 
‘ Lord A——a was not the only an- 
tagonift that Mr. A——y had to deal 
with ; all the different branches of the 
A——a family, who had been wor- 
rying one another at law ever fincethe 
; | * death 
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death of the late Earl of A——a, 
* about the partition of his great eftate, 
were now firmly unitedin an-aflocia- 
tion again this unfortunate gentle- 
man; mutual.deeds were executed? a 
mong them, by which many great 
lordthips and eftates were given up by 
the uncle to perfons. who had no 1ight 
to poffefs them, in order toengage them 
to fide with him. againft. his nephew, 
in, witholding the unyuft pofleflion: of 
the remainder. sw . 
* Thefe confederates having held {e- 
veral confultations again their com- 
mon enemy, and finding that bis caufe 
gathered daily ftrength fince the trial, 
iby the acceffion of many.witnefles of 
figure and reputation who had not 
been head of before; and, that the only 
chance they had to prevent the {peedy 
eftablifhment of his right, and their 
own deftruétion, was by {tripping Mr. 
M——r of the little money that yet 
remained, and ftopping all farther-re- 
fources whereby he might be enabled 
to proceed ;- they therefore came to'a 
¢ determined refolution to garry that 
f hopeful fcheme’ mto execution; and 
_-© m purfuance thereof they have left no 
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proceed from no othermotives than @ 
conicioufpefs of Mr. A -y sright, 
and of their own illegal ufurpations, 


and froma terror,of trufting the me- 


€ 
a 


¢ 


rits_of their cafe to_a fair. difcuffion 
by the laws of theix,country ; and that 


‘© the intention and main drift of all their 
;¢ proceedings plainly tends to ftifle and 
-* fmother the me: its of the cafe from the 
:* knowledge of.the world, by eppref- 


five ars and ingenious delays, rather 


© than truit it to,the candid determina- 
at 


« 


<§ could be the motives of kidnapping 


6 


tion-of an honeft jury. What elfe 


the claimant, and tan{porting him 


-€ when an infant;-of the varicus at- 


é 
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tempts made upon his life fince his re- 
turn; of the attempts to divelt-him of 
all affiftance to alcertain- his right, by 


£ endeavoyring fo folicitoufly to. prevaal 
:£ on- Mr. M-———r. to abandon -him im 
-¢ the beginning ;, of, retaiaing an army 
3$ of counfel, before.any fuit- had been 
-* commenced; of the many finitter at- 
+*, tempts to, prevent the trial at bar; of 
-* the various arts made ule of to terrify 


‘: any one from appearing as. witnels for 


_$ 


¢-expedient orjftratagem, haw extuaor- .. 
« 
‘ ‘é 


¢ dinary.or fcandalous.foever, wnprae- 
* tifed, tadiftrefs Mr. A—-—y and that 


* gentleman. :Forithat end,:all the op- . 
*iprefiwe arts, and :dilatory, experifive - 
¢- contrivances that thei fertile inven- . 
¢.tion of the lowett: pettifoggers of the - 


¢: law. could poffibly devife,-have with 
* great: dexterity:been played off a- 


¢; malicious fuits, entirely foreign to the 


od 


< merits of the gaufe. ..Not to.méntion - 


* numberlefs other aéts: ef oppreffion, 
¢ the moft. extraordinary and .unpréce- 
* dented proceedings, by means where- 
$ of this tham writ of error hath been 


¢, kept on footeverfince November 174.3, . 
€:is to me,’ faid the do€tor, ¢ a mott , 


‘ flagrant inftance, not only of the pre- 


valency of power and money, (when 


. gainft an-wnfortunate, helplefs man, 
difabled, as he is, of the means of 


€ 
é 
¢ 
é 
6 
¢ nefs of acaufe, that hath recourfe to 
q 

‘ 


port it. 


employed, as-in the prefent cafe, a-. | 


afcertaining his.right) but of the.bad-. 


fo many iniquitous expedients to fup- < 
1 


n 


< Ina word, .the whole condué of , 


Lord A 


——a and his party, from the 


as fuficiently manifedts that ut could 


beginning to this time, hath-been fuch, | 
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¢ gamft them in:fruitlefs quibbling and ;¢ 
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© Lord A-——a and his 


«ing any aflitence from {ucli 


,the claimant, and to fedyce thote wha 
c§ had: appeared y .of..the fhamelefs, un- . 


precedented, low, tricks, now praétifed 


-tokeep him out of, the poffeflion of 


that-eltate far.which he jad obtained 
the verdiét, thereby »to,dxfable him 


‘from. bringing, his ,caufe to a farther 
hearing 3 ,and ofthe, attempts made to 
‘buyjup Mr. Mi 
.$ fpirit up. fits againft him. ds it not , 


€ obvious, from all, thefe circumitances, 


r’s debts, and, to 


we 


as,well as from the -obitruction they 


have given to the, attorney-general's 


proceeding, to make, a report to, his. 
majefty on the claimant's petition to 
the king for the peerage, which was 
referred by-his, majefty to that gentle- 
man fo far back. as 1743; that all 
their,efforts are bent to that one point _ 
of ftifling, rather, than, fufferipg, the 
merits of this caufe to come to a fair 
and candid hearing ;, and that,the fole 
confideration at prelent between them 
and this unfortunate mangis not whe- 
ther -he is right or wrong, but whether 
he fhall or fhall not find money to 
bring this caufe to a final determina- 
tion. , ns ‘ 
confederates 
not thinking themfelves fafe with all 
thefe-expedients,; while there was a 
poffibil ty of their antagonift’s obtain- 
ayn: 
nitys 
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nity, ‘compaffion, generofity, oralove * Mr.°A——-y’s arrival in England. 
of juftice, might induce to lay opeh £ He had ‘been chief agent to Lord 
y, and, as it’ afterwards ap- 
taining his right, have, by themfelvés ‘¢ peared, received feveral payments of 
and their numerous emiffaries, emi- “€ a fecret ‘penfion which that Jord‘en- 
ployed all the arts of calumny, flari- ’* joyed, for which he either could not, 
der, and detraétion, againft him, by -* or would not account. His lord- 
traducing his caufe, vilifying his per- °* fhip therefore, in order to compel hita 
fon, and moft bafely and cruelly tear- ‘* ‘to it, took out writs againft him, and 
ing his character'to pieces by a thow- °* his houfe was continually furrounded 
fand mifreprefentations, purpofely in- -¢ with catchpoles for thé {pace of two 
vented and induftrioufly propagated ~* whole years. ! ’ 
in all places of refort, whith isa kid * * Mr. M——believing, from H—n’s 
of cowardly affaffination that there is own account of the matter, that the 
no guarding againft: yet, in fpite Uf poor man was! greatly injured, ard 
all thefe machinations, and the fhame- ‘ profecuted on account of his attach- 
ful indifferencé of mankirid, who ftand * ment to the unhappy young gentle- 
aloof uncoticerned, and “ee’ this ‘im- * ‘man, did him all the geod offices in 
happy gentleman moft'inhumanly op- “ § his power, and became fecuvity: for 
pretied by the weight. of lawlefs pow- ‘him on feveral occafions: nay, fuch | 
er and faction, M r,’far from © was-his opinion of his integrity,-that 
fuffering himfelfto' be dejected by the - «after Mr. A——y- was cleared of the 
inultiplying dificulties that croud 7 = €"profecution carried on againit him by 
on him, ftill exerts himfelf withamaz- ‘ © his uncle, his perfon was trufted to 
ing fortitude and affiduity, and ‘will ‘ ‘ the care of this hypocrite, who defired 
(i doubt not) bring the affair he began * © thatthe young gentleman might ledve 
and caitied on with fo much fpirit, | ‘’at his houfe for the convenience of air, 
while his finances lafted, toahappy ‘ M——r's own occafions calling him 
conclufion. ' © © often into the country. 

“It would exceed the. bounds of 1ny ‘ Having thus, by his confummdte 


intention, and perhaps trefpafs too’ ‘ diffimulation, acquired {uch a valuable 
much upon your time, were I to enu-+ ‘charge, he wrote a letter to one of 
merate the low artifices and fhameful ‘ Lord A——~y’s attormes, offering ‘to 
quibbles, by which the ufurper has ‘ betray Mr. A——y; provided his lord- 
found me:ns, to procrattinate the deci- | © fhip would fettle his‘account and give 
fion of the conteit between him 2ind-’* him a difcharge for eight hundred 
his haplefs nephew, or to give adetail ‘pounds of the penfion which he had 
of the damage and perplexity which’ ‘ received and not accounted for. “Mr. 
‘Mr. M r has futtained and béen * M——r, informed of this treachercus 
involved in, by the treachery and in- “¢ ao immediately removed his 
gratitude of fome who litted themfel Ves © lodger from his houfe into’ his own, 
under him in the profécution of this © without affigning his reafons~ for fo 
affair, and by the villainy of othérs, ‘ doing until he was obliged to de- 
‘who, under various pretences of mate- * clare it, in order to free himfelf fréin. 
rial difeoveries they had to make, &c, the importunities of H——n, who 
had faitened themfelves upon him,:” * earneftly folicited his return. This 
and continued to do all themifchief in ‘ mifcreant finding himfelf detected 
their power, until the cloven foot Was’ ‘‘ and difappointed in his villanous de- 
detected. ~ © fign, was fo much enraged at his mif- 


‘ One inftance, however, is fo fla-- ‘ carnage, that, forgetting all the be- 
grantly flagitious, that Icannot réift ‘© mefits he had received trou M 
the inclination I feel to relate it,’ as * fora feries of years, he practifed all 
an example of the mott infernal’ perfi- ‘ the mifchicf that his’ malice could 


“< dy that perhaps ever entered the haman 
© heart. 
< part which H——n acted: in the be- 
* ginning of M——1's conneétion with 
‘ the unfortunate firanger, and hinted 


I have already mentioned the - 


*contrivenagainft him; and-at length 
* entered into a confederacy with one 
* G—(tcy, and feveral other aban- 
* doned wretches; who, as before faid, 
‘ under various pretences of being able 


© that the faid H—-—n lay- under many + © tomakematerial difcoveries, and-sther- 


© obligations to that gentleman, before 


‘ wife to ferve the caufe, had found 
6 means 
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means to be employed in fome extra- 
bufinefs relating to it, though their 
real intention was to betray the claim- 
ant. 

¢ Thefe confederates, in conjunétion 
with fome auxiliaries of infamous 
character, being informed that Mr. 
M r was on the point of fecuring 


a confiderable fum, to enable him to . 


profecute Mr. A4-—y’s night, and 
to bring it to a happy conclufion, con- 
trived a deep-laid {cheme to difappoint 
him in it, and at once to ruin the 
caufe. And previous meafures being 
taken for that widked purpofe, they 
impofed upon the young gentleman’s 
inexperience and credulity, by infinu- 
ations equally falfe, plaufible, and 
malicious: to which they at length 
gained his belief, by the mention of 
fome circumftances that gave what 
they alledged an air of probability, 
and even of truth. They fwore that 
Mr. M———r had taken out an aétion 
againit him for a very large fum of 
money; that they had aétually feen 
the writ; that the intention of it was 
to throw him into prifon for life, and 
ruin his caufe, in confequence of an 
agreement made by him with Lord 
A-—y, and his other enemies, to 
retrieve the money that he had laid 
out in the caufe. 

‘ This plaufible tale was enforced 
with fuch an air of truth, candour, and 
earncft concern for his fafety, and was 
ftrengthened by fo many imprecations, 
and corroborating circumftances of 
their invention, as would have ftag- 
gered one of much greater experience 
and knowledge of mankind, than Mr. 
A y could be fuppofed at that 
time. The notion = perpetual im- 


prifonment, and the certain ruin they 


made him believe his caufe was threa- 
tencd with, worked upon his imagi- 
nation to fuch a degree, that he fuf- 
fered himfelf to be led like a lamb to 
the flaughter, by this artful band of 
villains ; who fecreted him at the lodz- 
ings of one Pr—=nt—ce, an intimate of 
G—ft—ey’s, for feveral days, under 
colour of his being hunted by bailiffs 
employed by Mr. M——r, where he 
was not only obliged by them to 
change his name, but even his wife 
was not fuffered to have accefs to him. 
‘ Their defign was to have fold him, 
or drawn him into a ruinous compro- 
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mife with his adverfaries, for a valu- 
able confideration to themfelves. But 
as no ties are binding among fuch a 
knot of villains, the reft of the con- 
fpirators were jockitd by G—ft—ey; 
who, in order to monopolize the ad- 
vantage to himfelf, hurried his prize 
into the country, and fecreted him even 
from his confederates, in a place of 
concealment one hundred miles from 
London, under the fame ridiculous 
pretence of M——r’s having taken out 
a writ againft him, and of bailiffs 
being in purfuit of him every where 
round London. 
* He was no fooner there than G——f-__ 
t—ey, as a previous ftep to the other 
villainy he intended, tricked him out 
of abond for fix thoufand pounds, 
under coléur of his having a perfon 
ready to advance the like fum upon it, 
as an immediate fund for carrying on 
his caufe; affuring him, at the fame 
time, that he had a [fet of gentlemen 
ready, who were willing to advance 
twenty-five thoufand pounds more for 
the fame purpofe, and to allow him 
five hundred pounds a year for his 
maintenance, till his caufe fhould be 
made an end of, provided that Mr. 
M fhould have no farther concern 
with him or his caufe. 
‘ Mr. A——y, having by this time 
received fome intimations of the de- 
ceit that had been put upon him, made 
an{wer, that he fhould look upon him- 
felf as a very ungrateful monfter, in- 
deed, if he deferted a perfon who had 
faved his life, and fo generoufly ven- 
tured his own, together with his for- 
tune, in his caufe, until he fhould 
firft be certain of the truth of what 
was alledged of him, and abfolutely 
rejected the propofal. G—it—ey, 
who had no other view in making it 
than to cover the fecret villainy he me- 
ditated againft him, and to facilitate 
the execution therefore, eafily receded 
from it when he found Mr. A——y 
fo averfe to it, and undertook never- 
thelefs to raife the money; adding, 
that he might, if he pleaied, return 
to Mr. M———r whenever it was fe- 
cured. « The whole drift of this pre- 
tended undertaking toraife the twenty- 
five thoufand pounds, was only to lay 
a foundation for a dextrous contri- 
vance to draw Mr. A y unwarily 
into the execution of a deed, relin- 
* quithing 
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* quifhing all his right and title, under 
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a notion of it’s being a deed to fecure 
the repayment of that fum. 


© Gaett—ey having, as he imagined, 


fo far paved the way for the execution 
of fuch a deed, enters into an agree- 
ment with an agent, employed for that 
purpofe by Mr. A———ey’s adverfa- 
ries, purporting, that in confideration 
of the payment of a bond for fix thou- 
fand. pounds, which he, G—={t—ey, 
had, as he pretended, laid out in Mir. 


A=-—ey's caufe, and of an. annuity 


of feven hundred pounds a year, he 
was to procure for them from Mr. 
A—ey a deed ready executed, relin- 
quifhing all right and title to the 
An—ey eftate and honours. Every 


thing being prepared for the execu- - 


tion of this infernal {cheme, unknown 
to Mr. A——ey, G—it—ey then 
thought proper to fend for him to town 
from his retirement, in order, as he 
pretended, to execute a fecurity of 
twenty-five thoufand pounds. 

‘ This intended victim to that vil- 
lain’s avarice no fooner arrived in 
town, full of hopes of money to carry 
on his caufe, and of agreeably fur- 


prizing his friend and protector Mr. . 


M——— with fo feafonable and unex- 
pected a reinforcement, than an un- 
forefeen difficulty arofe, concerning 
the payment of G—{t—ey’s fix thou- 
fand pound bond. That money was 
to have been raifed out of the eftate of 
a dunatick, which could not be done 
without the leave of the court of chan- 


cery, to whom av account muft have . 


been given of the intended application 
of it. While preparations were mak- 
ing to rectify this omiffion, G—{t—ey 
immediately carried Mr. A~-—-ey a- 
gain into the country, left he fhould 
happen to be undeceived by fome 
means or other. 

‘ In the mean time, this wicked ma- 


chination was providentially difcover- 


ed by Mr. M r, before it could 
be carried into execution, by means 
of the jealoufies that arofe among the 
con{pirators themfelves ; and was, at 
the {ame time, confirmed to him by a 
perfon whom the very agent for the 


‘An—-—ey party had entrufted with 


thefecret. M—-=r no fooner detect- 
ed it, than he communicated his dif- 
covery to one of Mr. A——ey’s coun- 


'€ fel, aman of great worth; and imme- 
* diately-thereupon-took proper meafures * tick terms; an 
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to defeat it. He then found means 
to lay open to Mr. A——ey himéelf, 
the treacherous fcheme that was laid 
for his deftru&ion: he was highly 
fenfible of it; and could never after- 
wards refleét on the fnare that he had fo 
unwarily been drawn into, ahd had fo 
narrowly efcaped, without a mixture 
of horror, fhame, and gratitude to his 
deliverer. © , inc 
« The confummate affurance of the. 
monfters who were engaged in this 
plot, after they had been dete&ed, and 
upbraided with their treachery, is 
{carce to. be paralleled; for they not 
only owned the fact of f{piriting Mr. 
A——ey away, in the manner above 
mentioned, but juftified their doing it 
as tending to his fervice. They alfo 
maintained, that they had aétually fe- 
cured the twenty-five thoufand pounds 
for him, though they never could name 
any one perfon who was to have ad- 
vanced the money. No man was 
more active in this {cheme.than H—n; 
nor any man more folicitous to keep 
Mr. A-——ey’ up in the’ falfe im- 
prefiions he had received, or in pro- 
jecting methods to ruin his protector, 
than he. 
‘ Among many other expedients. for 
that purpofe, a moft malicious attempt 
was made to lodge an information 
againft him for treafonable praétices 
with the fecretary of ftate, notwith- 
dtanding the repeated proofs he had 
given of his loyalty; and as a prepa- 
ratory ftep to his accufation, a letter, 
which this traitor digtated, was copied 
by another perfon, and aétually fent 
to the Earl of C d, importing that 
the perfon who copied the letter had 
an affair of confequence to commi- 
nicate to his lordfhip, if he would ap- 
point a time of receiving the informa. 
tion. But that perfon, upon full con-. 
vition of the villainy of the {cheme, 
abfolutely refufed to proceed farther 
in it; fo that his malice once more 
proved abortive: and before he had 
time ‘execute any other contrivance 
oft iame nature, he was imprifoned 
in this very gaol for debt. 

* Here, finding his creditors inexor- 
able, and himfelf deftitute of all other 
refource, he made application to the 
very man whom he had injured in 
fuch an outrageous manner; fet forth 
his: deplorable cafe in the moft pathe- 
d intreated him, with 
ce * the 


i. 


‘ZTO 
© the mot abject humility, to ule his 
£ influence in-his behalf. The dittrefs 
‘© of this varlet immediately difarmed 
M——r of his refentment, and even 
excited his compaffion. Without fend- 
ing any an{wer to his remonftrances, 
he interceded for him with his credi- 
tors; and the perfon to whom he was 
chiefly. indebted, refufing.to releafe 


benefaétor joined with the prifoner in 
a bond for above two hundred and 
forty pounds, for which he obtained 
his releafe. = . 

© He was no fooner difcharged, how- 
ever, than he entered into frefh com- 
binations with G—=-y and others, in 
order to thwart his deliverer in his 
fcheines of raifing money, and other- 
wife to diftrefs and deprive him of li- 
berty; for which purpofe, no art or in- 
duftry (perjury notexcepted) hath been 
{pared. And, what is {till moreextraor 


€ 
¢ 
€ 
‘ 
¢ 
6 
€ 
6 
€ 
$ 
¢ 
é 
é 


dinary, this perfidious moniter having ~ 


found money to take up the bond, in 
confequence of which he regained his 
freedom, hath procured a writ againtt 
M r, upon that very obligation; 
and taken affignments to fome other 


fame Chriftian intenticn. 


But,’ hi- 


therto, he hath by furprizing fagacity - 


and unfhaken refolution baffled all 
their infernal contrivances, and re- 
torted fome of their machinations on 
their own heads. At this time, when 
he is fuppofed by fome, ‘and reprefent- 
ed by others, as under the circum- 
ftances of oblivion and defpondence, 


he proceeds in his defign with the ut- , 


inoft calmnefs and intrepidity, medi- 

tating {chemes, and ripening meafures, 

that will one day confound his ene- 
mies, and attraét the notice and admi- 
ration of mankind.’ 

Peregrine, having thanked the prieft 
for his obliging information, exprefied 
his furprize at the {candalous inattention 
of the world to an affair of fuch im- 

portance: obferving, that, by fuch in- 
human neglett, this unfortunate young 
gentleman, Mr. A~——ey, was abfolute- 
ly deprived of all the benefit of fociety ; 
the fole end of which is, to proteét the 
rights, redrefs the grievances, and pro- 
mote the happinefs of individuals. As 
tor the charaéter of M r, he faid it 
was fo romantically fingular in all it's 
circumftances, that, though other mv- 
tives were wanting, curiofity alone would 
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him without fecurity, this unwearied . 
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‘induce him to feek his acquaintance’: 


but he did not at all wonder at the un- 
grateful’ returns which had been made 
to his generofity by H—-n and many 
others, whom he had ferved in a manner 
that few befides himfelf would have 
done; for he had been long convinced 
of the truth conveyed in thefe lines of a 


celebrated Italian author. 


« Li bencficii, che per la loro grandexua, non 
© puonno effer guiderdonati, con la feele- 
© rata moneta dell’ ingratitudine, sono 
‘ pagati.’ 


© The ftory which yon have related of 
‘ that young gentleman,’ faid he, ‘ bears 
‘a very ftrong refemblance to the fate 
‘ of a Spanith nobleman, as it was 
“ communicated to me by one of his 
‘ own intimate friends at Paris, “The 
‘ Countefs D’ Alvarez died immediately 
‘ after the birth of a fon, and the hul- 
‘ band furving her but three years, the 
‘ child was left fole heir to his honours 
‘ and eftate, under the guardianthip of 
* his uncle, who had a {mall fortune 
© and a great many children. This in- 
‘ human relation, coveting the wealth 
‘ of his infant ward, formed a defign 
‘ againft the life of the helplefs orphan, 
< and trufted the execution of it to Ins 
* valet de chambre, who was tempted 
‘ to undertake the murder by the pro- 
‘ mife of a confiderable reward. He 
‘ accordingly ftabbed the boy witha 
‘ knife, in three different places, on the 
right fide of his neck: but, as he was 
* not ufed to fuch barbarous attempts, 
‘ his hand failed in the performance ; 
‘ and he was feized with fuch remorfe, 
* that, perceiving the wounds were not 
‘ mortal, he carried the haplefs victim 
‘ to the houfe of a furgeon, by whofe 
‘ care they were healed: and:in the 
‘ mean time, that he might not forfeit 
‘ his recompence, found means to per- 
‘ {wade his employer, that his orders 
‘ were performed. A bundle being 
‘ made up for the purpofe, was pub- 
‘ lickly interred as the body of the child, 
‘ who was faid to have been fuddenly 
 earried off by a conyulfion: and the 
‘uncle, without oppofition, fucceeded 
* to his honours and eftate. The boy 
« being cured of his hurts, was, about 
the age of fix, delivered, with a fmall 
* fum of money, to a merchant juft em- 
‘ barking for Turky; who was given 
to underftand, that he was the — 

: eh 


“A w A 


A za A AAR KRARR HR HR HR AKRRRH ZF AABRA A 


awn ne nmnnnnannanaana 


~ aA RRR A RRA HR HHA AH KH A 


- PEREGRINE 


OF a man of quality, and that for fa- 


mily reafons it was neceflary to con- 
ceal his birth. 

© While the unfortunate orphan re- 
mained in this deplorable ftate of 
bondage, all the children of the ufurper 
died one after another; and he -him- 
felf being taken dangeroully ill, at- 
tributed all his afflictions to the juft 
judgment of God, and communicated 
his anxiety on that fubjeét to the valet 
de chambre, who had been employed 
in the murder of his nephew. ‘That 
domeftick, in order to quiet his mafter’s 
confeience, and calm the perturbation 
of his fpirits, confefled what he had 
done, and gave him hopes of ftill find- 
ing the boy by dint of induitry and 
expence. ‘The unhappy child being 
the only hope of the family of Alva- 
rez, the uncle immediately ordered a 
minute enquiry to be fet on foot; in 


‘confequence of which he was inform- 


ed that the orphan had been fold to a 
Turk, who had afterwards transferred 
him to an Englith merchant, by whom 
he was conveyed to London. 

« An exprefs was immediately dif- 
patched to this capital, where he un- 
derftood that the unhappy exile had, in 
confideration of his faithful fervices, 
been bound. apprentice to a French 
barber. furgeon; and after he had fuf- 
ficiently qualified himfelf in that pro- 
feffion, been received into the family 
of the Count de Gallas, at that time 
the emperor’s ambaffador at the court 
of London. From the houfe of this 
nobleman he was traced into the fer- 
vice of Count D’Oberftorf, where he 
had married his lady’s chamber-maid, 
and then gone to fettle as a furgeon 
in Bohemia. 

6 In the courfe of thefe enquiries 
feveral years elapfed; his uncle, who 
was very much attached to the houle 
of Auftria, lived at Barcelona when 
the father of this emprefs-queen refided 
in that city, and lent him a very con- 
fiderable {um of money in the moft 
prefling emergency of his affairs; and 
when that prince was on the point.of 
returning to Germany, the old count 
finding his end approaching, tent his 
father-confeffor to his majetty, with a 
circumftantial account of the barba- 
rity he had praétifed againit his ne- 
phew, for which he implored forgive- 
nefs, and begged he would give orders, 
that the orphan, when found, fhould 
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inherit the dignities and fortune whic 
he had unjuftly ufuped. 7 
‘ His, majefty affured, the old man, 
that he might make himfelf eafy on 
that fcore, and ordered the a 
to follow him to Vienna, immediately 
after.the count’s death, in.crder to 
aflift his endeavours in finding out the 
injured heir. The prief did not fail 
to yield obedience to this command: 
he informed himfelf of certain natural 
marks on the young count’s body, 
which were known to the nurfe and 
women.who attended him in his in- 
fancy; and with a gentleman whom 
the emperor ordered to accompany 
him, fet out for Bohemia, where he 
foon found the object of his enquiry, 
in the capacity of major-domo to.a 
nobleman of that country, he having 
quitted his profeffion of furgery for 
that office. “ 
© He was not a little furprized when 
he found himfelf circumftantially ca- 
techifed about the particulars of his 
life, by perfons commiflioned for that 
purpofe by the emperor. He told 
them, that he was abfolutely ignorant 
of his own birth, though he had been 
informed, during his refidence in Tur- 
ky, that he was the baftard of a 
Spanith grandee, and gave them a mi- 
nute detail of the pilgrimage he had 
undergone, ‘This information agree- 
ing with the intelligence which the 
prieft had already received, and being 
corroborated with the marks .upon 
his body, and the very {cars of. the 
wounds which had been infliéted upon 
him in his infancy, the confeffor, with- 
out farther hefitation, faluted him by 
the name of Count D’ Alvarez, gran- 
dee of Spain, and explained the whole 
myftery of his fortune. — 
‘ If he was agreeably amazed at this 
explanation, the cafe was otherwife 
with his wife, who thought herfelf in 
great danger of being abandoned hy 
an hufband of fuch high rank; but 
he immediately difpelled her appre- 
henfion, by afluring her, that as the 
had fhared in his adverfity, fhe fhould 
alfo partake of his good fortune. He 
fet out immediately for Vienna, te 
make his acknowledgments to the em- 
peror, who favoured him with a very 
gracious reception, prcomifed to uje 
his influence, fo that he might enjoy 
the honours and eftate of hi. fanily 3 
and in the mean time acknowledged 
er 2 Nas 


A412 
©“ himfelf his debtor for four hundred 
‘ thoufand florins, which hé had bor- 
‘© rowed from his uncle.» He threw 
© himéelf at the feet of his auguft pro- 
“ te€tor, expreffed the moft grateful fenfe 
“ of his goodnefs, and begged he might 
© be permitted to fettle in fome of his 
< imperial majefty;s dominions. 
¢ This requelt was immediately grant- 
ed; he was’ allowed to purchafe land 
in any pait of the hereditary dominions 
of the houfe of Auftria, to the amount 
of the fum I have mentioned; and 
« made choice of the country of Ratibor 
© in Silefia, where, in all probability, 
« he ftill refides.’ 
Peregrine had fearce finifhed this nar 
rative; when he perceived Mr. M——r 
flip fomething intothe hand of the young 
man with whom he had been converfing 
at the other énd of the roém, and’ rife 
up from the table in order to take his 
leave, He at once underftood the meéan- 
ing’of this conveyance, and longed for 
an Opportunity to be acquainted with 
fuch ‘a, rare inftance of primitive bene- 
volence; but the confcioufnels’ of ‘his 
prefent’ fituation hindered him from 
making any advance, that might be con- 
ftrued into forwatdnefs or prefumption. 
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HE'IS SURPRIZED WITH THE AP- 
PEARANCE OF HATCHWAY AND 
PIPES, WHO TAKE UP THEIR HA- 


BITATION IN HIS NRIGHROUR- . 


HOOD, CONTRARY TO HIS IN- 
CLINATION AND EXPRESS DE- 
SIRE. 


EING now regularly initiated in 

the myfteries of the Fleet, and re- 
conciied in fome meafure to the cuflonis 
of the place, he began to bear the 
edge of refleCtion without wincing; ‘arid 
thinking it would be highly imprudent 
in him to defer any Jonger the purpoies 
by which only he could enjoy any eafe 
and fatisfaétion in his confinerb=nt, Ke 
refolved to refume his tafk of tranflating, 
ahd every week compofe an occafiona! 
paper, by way of revenge tipon the imi- 
nitter, againft whom he had denannced 
eternal war, With this view he locked 
himfelf up in his chamber, and went fo 
work with great eagernefs and applica- 
tion; when he was interrupted by ‘a 
ticket-porter, who, putting a letter in 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


his hand, vanifhed in a moment, be- 
fore hé had time to perufe the contents: 
Our hero, opening the billet, was not 
a little furprized to find a bank-inote for 
fifty pounds, enclofed in a blank, theet 
of paper; and having exetcifed his me- 
mory and penetration on the fubjeét of 
this unexpected windfal, had jult con+ 
cluded, that it could come from no other 
than the lady who had fo kindly vifited 
him a few days before, when his ears 
-were fuddenly* invaded by the well- 
Known found of that whittle which al+ 
ways hung about the neck of Pipes, as 
a memorial of his former occupation. 
This tune being .performed; he heard 
the noife of a woaden leg afcending the 
ftair: wpon which he opened his door, 
and beheld his friend Hatchway, with 
his old thip-mate at his backs ; 
After a cordial thake of the hand, 
with the ufual fatutation of, « What 
‘chéer, Cowfin Pickle?! honeft jack 
feated himfelf without ceremony; and 
calting his eyes around .the apartment, 
“© Spht, my topftay-fail, faid he, with 
an arch fneer, * you havesgot into a 
fnug birth, coufm! Here you may 
fit all weathers, withotit being turned 
out to take your watch, dnd ho fear 
of the fhip’s dragging her anchor. 
You ha’n’t much, room to fpare, “tis 
true: an’ had known as how you 
ftowed fo clofe, Tom should have 
flung my owh hammock for you, and 
then you might have knocked down 
this great lubberly hurricane houfe. 
Bat, mayhap, you turn in double, and 
fo you ‘don't chufe to’ tru& yourfelf 
and your doxy to aclue and canvafs.” 
Pickle bore his jokes with great good - 
humour; raltied him in his turn about . 
the dairy-maid at the garrifon, énquir- 
ing about his friends in the country; 
afked if he had been to vifit his niéce; 
and, finally, exprefied a defire of know- 
ing the cafe of his journey to Vontion. 
The lieutenant fatisfied his curiofity in 
all thefe particulars; and in anfwer to 
fie la qeeftion ‘obferved, that from 
the information of Pipes, underftanding 
he was lanhd-locked, he had ‘come from 


nn 


t 


e 
Fnnnanrenaenn ARAB A 


* the ceuntry in order to tow him into: the 


cfing. * I know net how the wind 
‘ fits,’ faid he, * but if fo be, as three 
* thoufand pounds will bring you clear 
‘ of the cape, fay ihe word, and you 
* fhan't bie wind-bound another glafs 


© for-want'of the money.” 
This ‘was an offecrdhichofteenpeople 
in. 
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tn our hero’s fituation would have al-, 
together refufed ; efpecially, as he had. 
all the reafon in the world to believe,. 


that, far from being,a vain, ummean- 
ing compliment, it. was the genuine tri- 
bute of friendthip, which the lieutenant 
would have'willingly, aye, andwith plea- 
fure, paid. Neverthelefs, Peregrine pe- 
remptorily refufed his affiftance, though 
not without expreffing himfelf in terms 
ef acknawledgment fuitable to the oc- 
cafion. Hetold him it would be time 
enough to make ufe of his generofity 
when he fhould find himfelf dettitute of 
all other refource.. Jack employed all 
his rhetorick with a view of perfuading 
him to take this opportunity to procure 
his own enlargement; and finding his 
arguments ineffectual, infifted upon his 
a¢cepting an immediate fupply for his 
neceflary occafions ; fwearing with great 
vehemence, that he would never return 
to the garrifon unlefs he would put 
him upon the footing of any other te- 
nant, and receive his rent accordingly. 

Our young gentleman as pofitively 
fwore, that he never would confider him 
in that light ; remonftrating, that he had 


long ago. féttled the houfe upon him for’ 


life, as a pledge of his own efteem, as 
well as in conformity with the commo- 
dore’s defire ; and befeeching him to re- 
turn to his ufual avocations, protelting 
that if ever his fituation fhould fubject 
him to the neceflity of borrowing from 
his friends, Mr. Hatchway fhould be 
the firft man to whom he would apply 
himfelf for fuccour. To convince him 
that this was not the cafe at prefent, he 
produced the bank-note which he had 
received in the letter, together with his 
own ready-money ; and mentioned fome 
other funds, which he invented extem- 
pore, in order to amufe the heutenant’s 
concern. In the clofe of this expoftu- 
lation, he defired Pipes toconduct Mr. 
Hatchway to the coffee-houfe, where he 
might entertain himéelf with the newf- 

apers for half an hour ; during which 

1¢ would put on his cloaths, and be- 
fpeak fomething for dinner, that they 
might enjoy each other's company as 
long as his occafions would permit him 
to ftay in that place. 

The two failors were no fooner gone, 
than he took ‘up the pen, and wrote the 
following letter, in which he inclofed 
the bank-note, to his generous bepe- 


factrefss . 
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© MADAM, 


wn 


OUR humanity is not more in< 

A ‘genious than my fufpicion. In 
vain you attempt, to. impofe.upon me- 
by,an aét of senaapity high > per~ 
fon upon earth but your- ladythip - is 
capable of committing. Though your 
name was not fub{cribed on the pa- 
per, your fentiments were fully dif, 
played in the contents, which I mutt’ 
beg leave to reftore, with the fame 
fenfe of gratitude, and for the fame 
reafons, I expreffed when lait I had the 
honour to converfe with you upon this 
fubje&t.. Though I am deprived of 
my liberty by the villainy and ingra~ 
titude of mankind, I am not yet de~ 
ftitute of the other conveniencies of 
‘ life; and, therefore, beg to be ex 
* cufed for incurring an unneceflary ad-. 
‘ dition to that load of obligation you 
* have already laid upon, Madam, your 
‘ ladyfhip’s moft devoted, humble fer, 
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* vant, : . 
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Having dreffed himfelf, and repaired 
to the place of appointment, he difpatche. 
ed this epiftle by the hands of Pipes, 
whio was ordered to leave it at her lady~ 
fhip’s houfe, without ttaying for an an- 
{wer; and in the mean tume gave direce 
tions for dinner; which he and his 
friend Hatchway ate very chearfully in 
his own apartment, after he had enter- 
tained him with a fight of all the curiofi= 
ties in the place. During their repatt, 
Jack repeated his kind offers to our ad- 
venturer, who dechned them .with his 
former obftinacy, and begged he might 
be. no more importuned on that fubject : 
but, if he infitted upon giving fome 
frefh proofs of his friendfhip, he might 
have an opportunity of exhibiting it in 
taking Pipes under his care and protec- 
tion; for nothing affected him fo much 
as his inability to provide for fuch 4 
faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant defired he would give 
himfelf no trouble upon that feore; he 
being, of his own accord, perfe&tly well 
difpofed to befriend his old thip-mate, 
who fhould never want while he had a 


Ahilling to fpare. But he began to drop 


fome hints of an intention to fix his 
quarters in the Fleet; obferving, that 
the air feemed to be very good in that 

place, 
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place, and that he was tired of livingan 
the country. _What he faid did not 
amount toa plain declaration, and there- 
fore Peregrine did not anfwer it as fuch, 
though he perceived his drift; and took 
an opportunity of defcribing the incon- 
veniencies of the place, in fuch a man- 
fier as he hoped would deter him from 
patting fach an extravagant plan in exe-- 
cution. ’ 

- "Fhis expedient, however, far from 
anfwering the end propofed, hada quite 
contrary effe&t, and furnifhed Hatchway, 
with an argument againft his own un- 
willingnefs to quit fuch a difagreeable 
place. Iall probability,: Jack would 
have been more explicit with regard to 
the fcheme he had propofed, if the con- 
verfation had not been interrupted by the 
arrival of Cadwallader, who never fail- 
ed in the performance of his diurnal 
viftt.’ Hatchway, conjecturing that this 
ftxanger might have fome private bufi- 
refs with his friend, quitted the apart- 
ment, on pretence of taking a<turn : 
and meeting Pipes at the door, defired 
his company to the Bare, by which 
mame the open fpace is diftinguithed ; 
where, during a courfe of perambula- 
tion, thefe two companions held a ccun- 
ext upon Pickle: in confequence of 
which it was determined, fince he obfti- 
nately perfifted to refufe their affiftance, 
that they fould take lodgings in his 
neighbourhood, with a view of being at 
band-to minifter unto his oceafions, in 
fpite of his falfe delicacy, according to 
the emergency of his affairs. - 

This refolution being taken, they con- 
fulted the bar-keeper of the coffee-houfe 
about lodging, and the direfted them 
to the warden ; to whom the lieutenant, 
m his great wifdom, reprefented him- 
felf as a kinfman to Peregrine, who, 
rather than leave that young gentleman 
by himfelf to the unavoidable difcom- 
forts of a prifon, was inclined to keep 
him company, till fuch time as his af- 
fairs could be put in order. This mea- 
fure he the more anxioufly defired to. 
take, becaufe the prifoner was fome- 
times fubjeCt to a difordered imagina- 
tron, wpon which occafion he ftood in 
need of extraordinary attendance ; snd 
therefore he (the lieutenant) intreated 
the-warden to accommodate him with 
a lodging for himfelf and his fervant, 
for which he was ready to make any 
reafonable acknowledgment. The war- 
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den, who: was a fenfible and humane™ 
man, could not help applauding his re- 
folution ; and feveral rooms being at’ 
that time unoccupied, he put him imme- 
diately in pofleffion of a couple, which 
were forthwith prepared for his recep- 
tion. ' ‘ 
This affair being fettled ‘to his fatis- 
faction, he difpatched Pipes for his port= 
manteau; and returning to the coffce- 
houfe, found Peregrine, with whom he 
fpent the remaining part of the evening. 
Our hero, taking it for granted that 
he propofed to fet out: for the garrifon 
next day, wroie a memorandum of fome 
books which he had left in that habi- 
tation, and which he now defired Jack 
to fend up to tewy by the waggon, di- 
rected for Mr. Crabtree. | -He cautioned 
him againft giving the ‘leaft hint of his 
misfortune in the neighbourhood, ‘that 
it might remain, as long as poffible, 
concealed from the knowledge of his | 
fitter, (who, he knew, would affli& her- 
felf immoderately at the news; ) nor 
reach the ears of the reft of his family, 
who would exult and triumph over his 
diftrefs. Poy . 
Hatchway iiftened to his injunétions 
with great attention, and promifed to 
demean himfelf accordingly : then the 
difcourfe fhifted to an agreeable recapi- 
tulation of the merry fcenes they had 
formerly acted together ; and the even- 
ing being pretty far advanced, | Pere- 
prine, with feeming reluctance, told him 
that the gates of the Fleet would in a 
few minutes be fhut for the night, and 
that there was an abfolute neceflity for 
his withdrawing to his lodging. Jack 
replied, that he could not think of part- 
ing with him fo foon, after fuch a long 
feparation ; and that he was determined 
to itay with him an hour or two longer, 
if he fhould be obliged to take up: his 
lodging in the ftreets. ‘Pickle, rather 
than difoblige his gucft, indulged him 
in his defire, and refolved to give hima 
fhare of his own bed. A pair of chiek- 
ens and “fparagus were befpoke for fup- 
per, at which Pipes attended with an 
air of internal fatista€tion; and the bot- 
tle: was bandied about in a jovial man- 
ner till midnight, when the lieutenant 
rofe up to take his leave, obferving, that 
being fatirued with riding, he was in- 
clined to turn-in. Pipes, upon this in- 
timation, produced a lanthorn» ready 
lighted; and Jack, fhaking his enter- 
taincy 
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Aainer by the hand, withed him good 
night, and promifed to vifit him again 
betimes in the morning. 
» Peregrine, imagining that his beha- 
viour proceeded from the wine, which 
he had. plentifully drank, told him, that 
if he was difpofed to fleep, his bed. was 
ready prepared in the room, and ordered 
his attendant to undrefs his mafter 5 up- 
on which Mr. Hatchway gave him.. to 
underftand, that he had no occation to 
incommode, his’ friend, having already 
provided a lodging for-himfelf: and the 
young’ gentleman demanding an expla- 
, nation, he frankly owned what he had 
‘done; faying, ‘ Yougave me fucha dif- 
.© mal account of the place, that I could 
‘ not think of leaving you in it without 
-€company. Our .young ‘gentleman, 
who was naturally impatient of bene- 
fits, and forefaw that this uncommon 
inftance of Hatchway’s frien {hip would 
encroach upom the plan which he had 
formed for his own -fubfiltence, by en- 
grofing his time and_attention, fo as 
that he fhould not.be able to profecute 
his labours, clofeted the lieutenant next 
. day, and demonftrated to him the folly 
-and ill confequences of the ftep he had 
taken. He obferved, that the world in 
general would look upon it as the ef- 
fe&t of mere madnefs ; and, if his rela- 


tions were fo difpofed, they might make . 


it the foundation for a ftatute of lunacy 
-againft him ;-that his abfence from the 
. garrifon mui be a very great detiiment 
. to his private dffairs; and, laftly, that 
his prefence in the Fleet would be a very 
- great hindrance to Pickle himfelf, whote 
hope of regaining his liberty altogether 
depended upon his. being detached from 
all company and interruption. 

To thefe remonfirances Jack replied, 
that, as to the opinion of the world, Jit 
was no more to him than a rotten net- 
line; and if his relations had a mind to 
have his upper-works condemned, he 
did not doubt but he fhould he able to 
ftand the furvey, without-being declared 
unfit for fervice; that he had no affairs 
at the garrifon, but fuch as would keep 
cold; and with regard to Pickle’s being 

_ interrupted by his prefence, he gave him 
his word, that he would never come 
along-fide of him, exceptwhen he fhould 
. give him the fignal for holding difcourfe. 
»In conclufion, he fignified his refolu- 
tion to ftay where he was, at all events, 
without making himfelf accountable to 
«any perfon whatfoeyer, ' 


4g 
Peregrine feeing him determined, de- 
fitted from any farther importunity ; re- 
folving, however, to tire him out of his 
_plan by referve and fupercilious negle& 5 
for he could not bear the thought of be- 
ing fo notorioufly dbliged by any perfon 
upon earth. (With this view he quitted 
the lieutenant, upon fome flight pretence; 
after having told him, that he could not 
have the pleafure of his company.at 
-dinner, becaufe he was engaged witha 
particular club of his fellow-prifoners. 
Jack-was a ftranger to the punctilios 
of behaviour, and therefore did not take 
rthis declaration amifs ; but had imme- 
.djate recourfe to the advice of his coun- 
felior. Mr. Pipes, who propofed that he 
fhould go to the coffee-houfe and kitch- 
en, and give the people to underftand 
‘that he would pay for all fuch liquor 
_and provifions as Mr. Pickle thould or- 
. der to be fent to his own lodging. This 
- expedient was immediately practifed ; 
and as there was no credit in the place, 
Hatchway depofited a fum.of money, by 
way of fecurity to the cook and the 
.vintner, intimating, that there was a‘ne- 
ceffity for taking that method of be- 
friending his Coufin Peregrine, who 
was fubject to ftrange whims, that ren- 
dered it .impoflible to ferve him any 
other way. , 
In confequence of thefe infinuations, 
it was that fame day rumoured about 
the Fleet, that Mr. Pickle was an un- 
happy gentleman difordered in his un- 
deritancing, and that the lieutenant was 
his near relation, who, had fubjeted 
himfelf to the inconvenience of living in 
a gaol, with the fole view of keeping a 
fingt eye over his conduét. This re- 
port, however, did not reach the ears 
of our hero till the next day, when ke 
fent one of the runners of the Fleet, 
who attended him, to befpeak and pay 
for a couple of pullers, and fomething 


_elfe for dinner, to which he had already 


invited Hts friend Hatchway, in hope of 
being able to perfuade him to retire inte 
the country, after he had undergone a 
whole day’s mortification in the place. 
The meflenger returned with an affu- 
rance, that the dinner fhould be made 
ready according to his directions, and 
reftored the money, obferving that his 
kinfman. had paid for what was be- 
fpoke. 

Peregrine was equally furprized and 
difgufted at this information, and re- 
folved to chide the lieutenant feverely 

for 
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for his unfeafonable treat, which he 
‘corifidered as a thing repugnant to his 
‘reputation. Meanwhile, he difpatched 
‘his attendant for-wine to the coffee-houfe, 
and finding his credit bolftered upin that 
‘place by the fare means, was enraged 
at the prefumption of Jack’s friendfhip. 
He queftioned the valet about it with 
fuch manifeftation of difpleafure, that 
the fellow, afraid of difobliging fuch a 
good mafter, frankly communicated the 
ftory which was circulated at his ex- 
pence. The young gentleman was fo 
much incenfed at this piece of intelli- 
gence, that he wrote a bitter expoftulation 
-to the lieutenant, wherein he not only re- 
“traéted his invitation, but.declared that 
he-would never converfe with him while 
he fhould remain within the place. 

Having thus obeyed the diétates of 
‘his anger, he gave notice to the cook, 
that he fhould not have occafion for 
what was ordered. Repairing to the 
coffée-houfe, he told the landlord, that 
whereas he underftood the ftranger with 
the wooden leg had prepoffeffed him and 
others with ridiculous notions, tending 
to bring the fanity. of his ‘intelleéts 
* in’queftion ; and to confirm this impu- 
tation, had, under the pretence of con- 
fanguinity, undertaken to defray his 
expences; he could not help (in juftice 
to himfelf) declaring, that the fame per- 
fon was, in reality, the madman, who 
had given his keepers the flip; that 
therefore he (the landlord) would not 
‘find his account in complying with his 
orders, and encouraging him to fre- 
quent his houfe; and that, for his own 
part, he would never enter the door, or 
favour him with the leaft trifle of his 
cuftom, if ever'he fhould for the future 
find himfelf anticipated in his payments 
‘by that unhappy lunatick. 

The vintner was confounded at this 
retorted charge; and after much per- 
plexity and deliberation, concluded that 
both parties were diftracted; the flranger 
im payinga man’s debts againtt his will, 


and ‘Pickle, in being offended at- fuch . 


forwardnefs of friend thip. 
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THESE ASSOCIATES COMMIT AN 


ASSAULT UPON CRABTREE, FOR 
WHICH THEY ARE BANISHED 
FROM THE FLEET, PEREGRING 


# 


-their bufinefs to chaftife. 


-refentment of Hatchway. 
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BEGINS-TO FEEL THE EFFECTS 
«+ OF CONFINEMENT. : 


UR adventurer having dined at an 
ordinary, and in the’afternoon re- 
tired to his own apartment as ufual, 


‘with his friend Cadwallader; Hatchway 


and his aflociate, after they: had been 
obliged to difcufs the provifion for which 


they had paid, renewed their conference 
‘upon the old fubje&t. Pipes giving his 


mefs-mate to underftand, that Peregrine’s 


‘chief confidante was the old deaf batche- 


lor, whom he had feen at his lodging: 


‘the preceding day, Mr. Hatchway in 
his great penetration difcovered, that 
‘the young gentleman’s obftinacy pro- 
‘ceeded from the advice of the mifan- 


thrope, whom for that reafon it was 
Pipes entered 
into this opinion the more willingly, as 
he had all along believed the fenior to be 


-a fort of wizard, or fome caco-demon, 


whom it was not very creditable to be 
acquainted with. - Indeed, he had been 


‘infpired with this notion by the infinua- 


tions of Hadgi, who had formerly drop- 
ped fome hints touching Crabtree’s pro- 
tound knowledge in the magick art; 
mentioning, in particular, his being pof- 
feffed of the philofopher’s ‘ftone; an af- 
fertion to which Tom had given implicit 


" eredit until his mafter was fent to prifon 


for debt, when he could no longer fup- 
pofe Cadwallader lord of fuch a valua- 


- ble fecret, or elfe he would have cer- 


tainly procured the enlargement of his 
moft intimate friend. 

With thefe fentiments he efpoufed the 
They deter- 
mined to feize the fuppofed conjuror 
with the firft opportunity, on his return 
from his vifit to Peregrine; and, with- 
out hefitation, exercife upon him the - 
difcipline of the pump. This plan they 
would have executed that fame evening, 
had not the mifanthrope luckily with- 
drawn himfelf by accident before it 
was dark, and even before they had in- 
telligence of his retreat. But next day 
they kept themfelves upon the watch till 
he appeared, and Pipes lifting his hat as 
Crabtree pafled, *O damn ye, old Dun- 
‘ny!’ faid he, * you and I-muft grap- 
© ple by and bye; and a’gad I fhall lie 


“© {o near your quarter, that your ‘ear- 


* ports will let in the found, tho’f they 
* are double caulked with oakum.” — 
The mifanthrope’s ears-were not quite 
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fo fat clofed, but that they received this 
intimation; which, though delivered in 
terms that he did not well underftand,’ 
had fuch an effect upon his apprehen- 
fion, that he fignified his doubts to Pe- 
regrine, obferving, that he did not much 
like the looks of that fame ruffian with 
the wooden leg. Pickle affured him he 
had nothing to fear from the two failors, 
who could have no caufe of refentment, 
againit him; or if they had, would not, 
venture to take any ftep, which they 
knew mutt block up all the avenues to 
that reconcilement, about which they 
were fo anxious; and, moreover, give 
fuch offence to the governor of the place, 
as would infallibly induce him to expel 
them both from his territories. 

- Notwithftanding this affurance, the 
young gentleman was not fo confident 
of the lieutenant’s difcretion, as to be- 
lieve that Crabtree’s fears were altoge- 
ther without foundation: he forthwith 
conjectured that Jack had taken um- 
brage at an intimacy, from which he 
found hiinfelf excluded, and imputed 
his difgrace to the infinuations of Cad- 
_ wallader, whom in all likelihood he 
tutended to punith for his fuppofed ad- 
vice; he knew his friend could fuftain 
no great damage from the lieutenant’s 
refentment, in a place which he could 
immediately alarm with his cries; and 
therefore wifked he might fall into the 
{nare, becaufe it would furnifh him with 
a pretence of complaint; in confequence 
of which, the failors would be obliged to. 
fhift their quarters, foas that he fhould 
be rid of their company, in which he at 
prefent could find no enjoyment. 

- Every thing happened as he had fore- 
feen; the mifanthrope, in his retreat 
- from Peregrine’s chamber, was affaulted 
by Hatchway and his affeciate, who 
feized him by the collar without cere- 
mony, and began to drag him towards 
the pump, at which they would have 
certainly complimented him with a very 
difagreeable bath, had not he exalted 
his voice in fuch a manner, as in a mo- 
ment brought a number of the inhabi- 
tants, and Pickle himfelf, to his aid. 
The affailants would have perfifted in 
their defign, had the oppofition been 
fuch as they could have faced with any 
poflibility of fuccefs: nor did they quit 
their prey before a dozen, at leaft, had 
come-to his refcue, and Peregrine, with 
a menacing alpect and air af authority, 
commanded his ‘gld valet te withdraw : 


AIT 
then they thought proper to fheer offs 
and betake themfelves to clofe quarters, 
while our hero accompanied the affright- 
ed Cadwallader to the gate, and exhi« 
bited to the warden a formal complaint 
againft the rioters, upon whom he re- 
torted the charge of lunacy, which was 
fupported by the evidence of twenty per- 
fons, who had been eye-witnefles of the 
outrage committed againf the old gen~ 
tleman. "Mba 

The governor, in confequence of this 
information, fent a meflage to Mr. 
Hatchway, warning him to move his 
lodging next day, on pain of being ex~ 
pelled. Tie lieutenant-contumacioufly 
refufing to comply with this intimation, 
was in the morning, while he amufed 
himfelf in walking upon the Bare, fud- 
denly furrounded by the conftables of 
the court, who took him and his adhé- 
rents prifoners, before they were aware, 
and delivered them into the hands of 
the turnkeys, by whom they were im- 
mediately difmiffed, and their baggage 
conveyed to the fide of the ditch. 

This expulfion was not performed 
without an obftinate oppofition on the 
part of the delinquents; who, had 
not been furprized, would have fet the 
whole Fleet at defiance, and in all pro~ 
bability have aéted divers tragedies be- 
fore they could have been overpowered. 
Things being circumftanced as they 
were, the lieutenant did’ not part with 
his conductor without tweaking his nofe 
by way of farewel; and Pipes, in imi- 
tation of fucha laudable example, com- 
municated a token of remembrance, 
in an application to the fole eye of his 
attendant, who {corning to be outdone 
in this kind of, coutefy, returned the 
conipliment with fuch good-will, that 
Tom's organ performed the office of a 
multiplying glafs. Thefe were mutual 
hints for ftripping; and acordingly each 
was naked from the wailt upwards in a 
trice. A ring of butchers from the 
market was immediately formed; a 
couple of the reverend Flamens, who, 
in morning gowns, ply for marriages 
in that quarter of the town, conttituted 
themfelves feconds and umpires cf the 
approaching conteft, and the battle be- 
gan without farther preparation. ‘The 
combatants were, in point of ftrength 
and agility, pretty equally matched; 
but the gaoler had been regularly 
trained to the art of -bruifing ; he hid 
more than once fignalized himéfelf in 
3 G publick, 
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publick, by his prowefs and {kill in this 
exercife, and Joft one eye upon the ftage 
in the courfe of his exploits. This 
was a misfortune of which Pipes did 
not fail totake the advantage: he had 
already fuftained feveral hard knocks 
upon his temples and jaws, and found 
it impracticable to fmite his antagonift 
upon the victualling-office, fo dextrouf- 
ly was it defended againit affault. He 
then changed his battery, and being 
ambi-dexter, raifed fuch a clatter upon 
the turnkey’s blind-fide, that this hero 
believing him left-handed, converted 
his attentioa that way, and oppofed the 
unenlightened fide of his face to the 
right-hand of Pipes, which‘being thus 
unprovided againft, flily beftowed upon 
him a peg under the fifth rib, that in 
an inftant laid him fenfelefs on the 
pavement, at the feet of his conqueror. 
Pipes was congratulated upon his vic- 
tory, not only by his friend Hatch- 
way, but.alfo by all the by-ftanders, 
particularly the prieft who had efpouf- 
ed his caufe, and now invited the 
ftrangers to his lodgings in a neigh- 
beuring ale-houfe, where they were 
entertained fo much to their liking, 
that they determined to feek no other 
habitation while they fhould continne 
in town: and notwithftanding the dif- 
grace and difcouragement they had met 
with, in their endeavours to ferve our 
adventurer, they were ftill refolved to 
perfevere in their good offices, or, in 
the vulgar phrafe, to fee him out.’ 
While they fettled themfelves in this 
manner, and acquired familiar con- 
neétions round all the purlieus of the 
pe, found himtelf depriv- 
ed of the company of Cadwallader, 
who fignified by letter, that hedid not 
chufe to hazard his perfon again in 
vifiting him, while fuch affaffins occu- 
pied the avenues though which he mutt 
pafs; for he had been at pains to en- 
quire into the motions of the feamen, 
and informed himfelf exaétly of the 
harbour in which they were moored. 
Our hero had been fo much accuf- 
tomed to the converfation of Crabtree, 
which was altogether fuitable to the 
fingularity of his own difpofition, that 
he could very ill afford to be debarred 
of it at this juncture, when almott every 
other fource of enjoyment was ftopped. 
He was, however, obliged to fubmit 
to the hardthips of his fituation; and 
as the charafters of his fellow-prifo- 
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ners did not at all improve upon him, 
he was compelled to feek for fatisfac-. _ 
tion within himfelf. Not but that he 
had an opportunity of converfing with 
fome people, who neither wanted fenfe, 
nor were deficient in point of principle ; 
yet there appeared in the behaviour of 
them all, without exception, a certain 
want of decorum, a fqualor of fenti- 
ment, a fort of gaolith caft contracted 
in the courfe of confinement, which 
difgufted the delicacy of our hero’s 
obfervation. He therefore detached 
himfelf from their parties as much as he 


‘could, without giving offence to thofe 


among whom he was obliged to live, 
and refumed his labours with incredi- 
ble eagernefs and perfeverance, his 
fpirits being fupported by the fuccefs- 
of fome fevere Philippics, which he oc- 
cafionally publifhed againft the author 
of his misfortune. , 

Nor was his humanity wnemployed 
in the vacations of his revenge : a man 
muft be void of all fympathy and com- 
paffion, who can refide among fo many 
miferable objeéts, without feeling an: 
inclination torelieve their diftrefs. Eve- 
ry day almoft prefented to his view fuck 
lamentable fcenes, as were moft likely 
to attract his notice, and engage his 
benevolence. Reverfes of fortune, at- 
tended with the moft deplorable cir- 
cumttances of domeftick woe, were 
continually intruding upon his ac- 
quaintance; his ears were invaded 
with the cries of the haplefs wife, who, 
from the enjoyment of affluence and 
pleafure, was forced to follow her 
hufband to this abode of wretchednefs 
and want; his eyes were every minute. 
affailed with the naked and meagre 
appearance of hunger and cold; and 
his fancy teemed with a thowfand ag- 
gravations of their mifery. 

Thus fituated, his purfe was never 
fhut while his heart remained open. 
Without refle&ing upon the flender- 
nefs of his ftore, he exercifed his cha- 
rity to all the children of diftrefs, and 
acquired a popularity, which, though 
pleating, was far from being profitable. 
In fhort, his bounty kept no pace with 


-his circumftances, and in a httle time 
_ he was utterly exhaufted. 


He had re- 
courfe to his bookfeller, from whom, 
with great difficulty, he obtained a 
fall reinforcement ; and immediately 
relapfed into the fame want of reten- 
tion. He was confcieus of his in- 
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firmity, and found it incurable: he 
forefaw that by his own induftry he 
fliould never be able to defiay the ex- 
pence of thefe occafions; and this re- 
flection:funk deep into his mind. ~The 
approbation of the publick, which he 
had earned or might acquire, likea cor- 
dial often repeated, began to lofe it’s 
effe€t upon his imagination: his health 
fuffered by his fedentary life and auttere 
application; his eye-fight failed; his 
appetite forfook him; his {pirits decay- 
eds fo that he became melancholy, litt- 
Jefs, and altogether incapable of profe- 
cuting the only means he had left for 
his fubfiftence; and (what did not at 
all contribute to the alleviation of thefe 
particulars) he was given to underftand 
by his lawyer, that he had loft his caufe, 
and was condemned in cofts. Even this 
was not the moft mortifying piece of in- 
telligence he received; he at the fame 
time learned that his bookicller was 
bankrupt, and his friend Crabtree at the 
point of death. 
Thefe were comfortable confidera- 
tions to a youth of Peregrine’s difpo- 
fition; which was fo capricious, that 
the more his mifery increafed, the more 
haughty and inflexible he became. Ra- 
ther than be beholden to Hatchway, 
who {till hovered about the gate, eager. 
for an opportunity to affitt him, he chofe 
to undergo the want of almoft every 
convenience of life, and actually pledg- 
ed his wearing-apparel to an Iriih pawn- 
broker in the Fleet, for money to pur- 
chafe thofe things without which he 
mutft have abfolute perifhed. He was 
gradually irritated by his misfortunes 
into arancorous refertment againft man- 
kind in general, and his heart fo alie- 
nated from the enjoyments of life, that 
he did not care how foon he quitted his 
miferable exiftence. Though he had 
fhocking examples of the victffitudes of 
fortune continually before his eyes, he 
could never be reconciled to the idea 
of living like his feilow-fufferers, in the 
molt abject degree of dependance. If 
he refufed to accept of favours from his 
own allies and intimate friends, whom 
he had formerly obliged, it is not to 
~ be fyppoted that he would liften to pro- 
pofals of that kind from any of his fel- 
low-prifoners, with whom he had con- 
traéted acquaintance: he was even more 
cautious than ever of incurring obliga- 
tions; he now fhunned his former mets- 
jates, in order to avoid difagreeable 
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tenders of friendfhip. Imagining that he 
perceived an inclination inthe clergyman - 
to learn the ftate of his finances, he dif- 
couraged and declined the explanation, 
and at length fecluded himfelf from all 
fociety. . 


CHAP. XVI. 


HE RECEIVES AN UNEXPECTED 
VISIT; AND THE CLOUDS OF 
MISFORTUNE BEGIN TO SEPA- 
RATE, 


HILE he pined in this forlorn 
condition, with an equal abe 
horrence of the world and himfelf, 
Captain Gauntlet arrived in town, in 
order to empley his intereft for promo- 
tion in the army’; and in confequence 
of his wife’s particular defire, made it | 
his bufinefs to enquire for Peregrine, to 
whom he longed to be reconciled, even 
though at the expence of a flight fub-= 
miffion. But he could hear no tid- 
ings of him at the place to which he 
was dinected; and, on the fuppofition 
that our hero had gone to refide in the 
country, applied himfelf to his own bu- 
finefs, with intention to renew his en? 
quiries after that affair fhould be tran{= 
acted. He communicated his demands 
to his fuppofed patron, who had aflumed 
the merit of making him acaptain, and 
been gratified with a valuable prefent 
on that confideration; and was cajoled 
with hopes of fucceeding in his prefent 
aim by the fame intereft. P 
Meanwhile, he became acquainted 
with one of the clerks belonging to the 
war. office, whofe advice and afiiftance, 
he was told, would be a furtherance to 
his fcheme. As he had occafion to dif- 
courfe with this gentleman upon the- 
circumftances of his expeétation, he 
learned that the nobleman, upon whom 
he depended, was a perfon of no confe- 
quence in the fiate, and altogether in- 
capable of affilting him in his advance- 
ment. At the fame time, his counfel- 
lor expreifed his furprize that Captain - 
Gauntlet did not rather intereft in his 
cauie the noble peer, to whofe good 
offices he owed his laft commiffion. 
This remark introduced an explana- 
tion, by which Godfrey difcovered, to 
his infinite aftonifliment, the miftake in 
which he had continued fo long with 
regard to his patron; though he could 
3Gz not 
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not divine the motive which induced a 
nobleman, with’ whom he had no ac- 
quaintance or connection, to interpofe 
his influence in his behalf. Whatfo- 
ever that might be, he thought it was 
his duty to make his acknowledgment; 
and for that purpofe went next morning 
to his houfe, where he was politely re- 
ceived, and given to underftand, that 
Mr. Pickle was the pcerfon to whofe 
friendthip he was indebted for his lait 
promation. awa . 

Inexpreffible were the tranfports of 
gratitude, affetion, and remorfe, that 
took pofleffion of the foul of Gauntlet 
when this myftery was unfolded. ‘ Good 
« Heaven!’ cried he, lifting uphis hands, 
« have.I hived fo long in a ftate of ani- 
mofity with my benefaétor? I intend- 
ed to have reconciled myfelf to himy 
at any rate, before I was fenfible of 


enjoy a moment's quiet until I have 
an opportunity of exprefling to him 
my fenfe of his heroick friendhhip. £ 
prefume, from the nature of the fa- 
vour conferred upon him in my be- 
half; that Mr.-Pickle is well known 
to your lordfhip: and J fhould think 
myself extremely happy, if you could 
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© inform me in what part of the country — 


© ‘hes to be found: for the perfon with 
“ whem he lodged fome time ago could 
* give me no intelligence of his mo-= 
¢ tions.’ ‘ « 

. The nobleman, touched with this in- 
france of generous felf-denial in Pere- 
grine, as-well as with the fenfibility of 
his friend, lamented the unhappinels of 
our hero, while he gave Gauntlet to un- 
derftand that he had been long diforder- 
ed in his intelleAs, in confequence of 
having fquandered away his fortune; 
and that his creditors had thrown him 
into the Fleet-prifon: but whether he 


ftill continued in that confinement, or. 


was-releafed from his misfortunes by 
death, his lordfiip did not know, be- 
caufe he had never enquired. 
- Godfrey no fooner received this inti- 
mation, than (his blood boiling with 
grief and impatience) he craved pardon 
for his abrupt departures then quitting 
his mformer on the inffant, re-embarked 
in his hackney-coach, and ordered ‘him- 
-felf to be conveyed dire&ly to the Fleet. 
As the vehicle proceeded along one-fide 
of the market, he was furprized with 
the appearance of Hatchway and Pipes, 
who ftood cheapening colliflowers at a 


. this obligation; but now I fhall not- 
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green-ftall, their heads being cafed in 
worfted night-caps, half covered with 
their hats, and a fhort tobacco-pipe in 
the mouth of each. He was rejoiced at 
fight of the two leamen, which he toak 
for an happy omen of finding his friend; 
and ordering the coachman to ftop the 
carriage, called to the lieutenant by his 
name. Jack replying with an Hilloab? 
Jooking behind him, and recognizing 
the face of his old acquaintance, ran 
up to the coach with great eagernefs. 
Shaking the captain heartily by the 
hand, * Odd’s heart!’ faid he, * IT am 
‘-glad thou hatt fallen in with us; we 
¢ fhall now be able to find the trim of 
‘ theveflel, and jay her about on t’other 
“tack. For my own part, I have had 
‘ many a confort in my time, that is, 
‘ in the way-of good fellowhitp, and I 
« always made fhift to ware "em at one 
‘time or another: but this headftrong 
© toad will neither obey the helm nor 
‘ the fheet; and, for aught I know, 
© will founder where a’ lies at anchor.” 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his 
meaning, alighted tmmediately; and 
being conduéted to the failor’s lodging, 
was informed of every thing that had 
paffed between the lieutenant and Pickle. 
He, in his turn, communicated to Jack 
the difcovery which he had made with 
regard to his commiffion; at which the 
other gave no figns of furprize: but 
taking the pipe from his mouth, ‘ Why, 
‘ look ye, captain,’ faid he, * that’s 
* not the only good turn you have owed 
‘ him. That fame money you received 
‘ from the commodore as an old debt 
* was all a fham, contrived by Pickle 
‘ for your fervice;. but a’wool drive 
‘under his bare poles, without fails 
‘and rigging, or a mefs of provifion 
¢ on board, rather than take the fame 
‘ affittance from another man.” — 

Godfrey was not only amazed, but 
chagrined at the knowledge of this 
anecdote ; which gave umbrage to his 
pride, while it ftimulated his defire of 
doing fomething in return for the obli- 
gation. He enquired into the prefent 
eircumftances of the prifoner; and un= 
derftanding that he was rndifpofed, and 
but indifferently provided with the 
common neceffaries of life, though fti!] 
deaf to all offers of affiftanee, began 
to be extremely concerned at the ac- 
count of his favage obftinacy and pride, 
which would, he feared, excl im 
from the privilege of relieving ne 
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“fis diftrefs. . However, he refolyed. to 
leave no expedient untried, that might 
have any tendency to furmount fuch 
deftrutive prejudice; and, entering 
the gaol, was directed to the apartment 
of the wretched prifoner. He knocked 
foftly at the door, and when it was 
opened, ftarted back with horror and 
aftonifhment: the figure that prefented 


itfelf to his view, was the remains of © 


his once happy friend; but fo miferably 
altered and difguifed, that his features 
were fcarce cognizable. ‘The florid, 
the fprightly, the gay, the elevated 
youth, was now metamorphofed into a 
wan, dejected, meagre, {qualid {pectre ; 
the hollow-eyed reprefentative of dif- 
temper, indigence, and defpair: yet his 
eyes retained a certain ferocity, which 
threw a difmal gleam athwart the clou- 
dinefs of his afpeét; and he, in filence, 
viewed his old companion with a look 
betokening confufion and difdain. Ag 
for Gauntlet, he could not, without 
emotion, behold fuch a woeful reverfg 
of fate, in a perfon for whom he enter- 
tained the nobleft fentiments of friend- 
fhip, gratitude, and efteem: his forrow 
was at firft too big for utterance, and 
he fhed a flood of tears before he could 
pronounce one word. ri 

Peregrine, in fpite of his mifanthro- 
py, could not help being affected with 


this uncommon teftimony of regard ;. 


but he ftrove to ftifle his fenfations: his 
brows contracted themi{elves into a fe- 
vere frown; his eyes kindled into the 
appearance of live coals; he waved 
with his hand, in fignal for Godfrey to 
be gone, and leave fuch a wretch as 
him to the miferies of his fate; and 
finding nature too ftrong to be fup- 
preffed, uttered adeep groan and wept 
aloud. 

The foldier, feeing him thus melted, 
unable to reftrain the ftrong impulle 
of his affection, fprung towards, and 
clafping him in his arms, * My dearett 
* friend, and beft benefactor,’ fard he, 
I am come hither to humble myfelf 
for the offence I was fo unhappy as 
to give at our laft parting; to beg a 
reconciliation, to thank you for the 
eafe arid affluence I have enjoyed 
through your ‘means, and to refcue 
you, in fpite of yourfelf, from this 
melancholy fituation, of which but 
an hour ago I was utterly ignorant. 
Do not deny me the fatisfaction of 
acquitting myfelf in point of duty 
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and.obligation.* You mufi certainly 
have had fome.regard for a perfony 
in whofe favour you have exerted 
yourfelf fo much; and if any part of 
that, efteem remains, you will not 
refufe him an opportunity of approv- 
ing himfelf in fome meafure wor- 
thy of it. Let me not fuffer the 
moft mortifying of all repulfes, that 
of flighted friendfhip; but kindly 
facrifice your refentment and inflexi- 
bility to the requeit of one, who is at 
all times ready to facrifice his life 
for your honour and advantage. If 
you will not yield to my intreaties, 
have fome regard to the wifhes of 
my Sophy, who Jaid me under the 
ftrongelt injunctions to folicit your 
forgivenefs, even before the knew 
how much.I was indebted to your 
generofity ; or, if that confideration 
fhould be of no weight, I hope you 
will relax alittle for the fake of poor 
Emilia, whofe refentment hath been 
long fubdued by her affection, and 
who now droops in fecret at your 
megleSt.  -) + { 
Every word of this addrefs, delivered 
in the moft pathetick manner, made an 
impreffion upon the mind of Peregrine: 
he was affected with the fubmifhion of 
his friend, who, in reality, had given 
him no juft caufe to complain. He 
knew that no ordinary motive had 
fwayed him toa condefcenfion, fo ex 
traordinary ina man of his pun&tili- 
ous temper: he ,confidered it, there- 
fore, as the génuine efR& of eager 
gratitude and difintereited love, and 
his heart began to relent accordingly. 
When he heard himfelf conjured in 
the name of the gentle Sophy, his ob- 
ftinacy was quite overcome; and when 
Emilia was recalled to his remem« 
brance, his whole .frame underwent 2 
violent agitation. He took his friend 
by the hand, with a foftened look, and 
as foon as he recovered the faculty of 
f{peech, which had. been overpowered in 
the confli& of paffions that tran{ported 
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-him, protefted, that he retained no vet 


tige of animofity, but confidered him 
in the light of an affectionate comrade, - 
the ties of whofe friendthip adverfiy 
could not unbind. He mentioned 
Sophy in the moit refpeétful terms; 
fpoke of Emilia with the moft reveren= 
tial awe, as the object of his inviolable 
love and veneration; but difclaimed 
all hope of ever more attracting her 
. regard ; 


422 


reoards and excufed himfelf from pro- 
fiting by Godfrey’s kind intention; 
declaring, with a refolute air, that he 
had broke off all conne&tion with man- 
kind, and that he impatiently longed 
for the hour of his diflolution, which, 
sf it fhould not foon arrive by the 
courfe of riature, he was refolved to 
haften with his own hands, rather 
than be expofed to the contempt, and 
more intolerable pity, of a rafcally 
world. ; 

Gauntlet argued againft this frantick 

determination with all the vehemence 
of expoftulating friendfhip; but his 
remonftrances did not produce the de- 
fired effe&t upon our defperate hero, 
who calmly refuted all his arguments, 
and afferted the rectitude of his defign, 
from the pretended maxims of reafon 
and true philofophy. 
» While this difpute was carried on 
with eagerneis on one fide, and deli- 
beration on the other, ‘a letter was 
brought to Peregrine, who threw it 
carelefsly afide unopened, though the 
feperfcription was in an hand-writing 
to which he was a ftranger: and, 
in all probability, the contents would 
mever have been ‘perufed, had not 
Gauntlet infifted upon his waving all 
ceremony, and reading it, forthwith, 
Thus folicited, Pickle unfealed the 
billet, which, to his no fmall furprize, 
contained the following intimation. 


“Mr. P.Pickie; 
* SIR, 


HIS comes toinform you, that 

© after many dangers and dif- 
appointments, I am, by the bleffing 
of God, fafely arrived in the Downs, 
on board of the Gomberoon India- 
man, having made a tolerable voyage; 
by which I hope I thall be enabled 
to repay, with intereft, the feven 
hundred pounds which 1 borrowed 
of you before my departure from 
England. I take this opportunity 
of writing by our purfer, who goes 
exprefs with difpatches for the com- 
pany, that you may have this fatif- 
faétory notice as foon as poffible, 
relating to one whom I fuppofe you 
have long given over as loit. Ihave 
inclofed it in a letter to my broker, 
who, I hope, knows your addrefs, 
and will forward it accordingly: and 
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¢ Iam, with refpect, Sir, your molt 
¢ humble fervant, 


‘ BENJAMIN CHINTZ.* 


He had no fooner taken a curfory 
view of this agreeable epiftle, than his 
countenance cleared up, and reaching 
it to his friend, with a fmile, * There,” 
faid he, © is a more convincing argu- 
‘ ment on your fide of the queftion, - 
* than all the cafuifts in the univerfe 
‘ can advance.” Gauntlet, wondering 
at this obfervation, took the paper, 
and cafting his eyes greedily upon the 
contents, congratulated him upon the 
receipt of it with extravagant demon- 
ftrations of joy: ¢ Not on account of 
* the fum,” faid he, ‘which, upon my 
honour, I would with pleafure pay 
three times over for your convenience 
and fatisfation; but becanfe it feems 
to have reconciled you to life, and 
difpofed your mind for re-enjoying 
the comforts of fociety.’ 

- The inftantaneous effect which this 
unexpected {mile of fortune produced in 
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the appearance of our adventurer, is al- 


together inconceivable: it plumped up 
his cheeks in a moment, unbended and 
enlightened every feature of his face; 
elevated his head, which had begun to 
fink, as it were, between his fhoulders ; 
and from a fqueaking, difpirited tone, 
fwelled up his voice to a clear, manly 
accent. Godfrey, taking advantage of 
this favourable change, began to regale 
him with profpeéts of future fuccefs : 
he reminded him of his youth and quae 
lifications, which were cestainly defign- 
ed for better days than thofe he had as 
yet feen; he pointed out various paths, 
by which he might arrive at wealth and 
reputation ; he importuned him to ac- 
cept of a fum for his immediate occa- 
fions; and earneftly begged, that he 
would allow him to difcharge the debt 
for which he was confined ; obferving, 


_ that Sophy’s fortune had enabled hina 


to exhibit that proof of his gratitude, 
without any detriment to his affairs; 
and protefting that he fhould not believe 
himfelf in poffeffion of Mr. Pickle’s 
efteem, unleis he was permitted to make 
fome fuch return of good-will to the 
man, who had not only raifed him from 
indigence and {corn to competence and 
reputable rank, but alfo impowered him 
to obtain the poffeffion of an excellent 

= woman, 
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woman, who had filled up the meafure. 
of his felicity. 

, Peregrine declared himfelf already 
overpaid for all his good offices, by the 
pleafure he enjoyed in employing them, 
and the happy effects they had produced, 
in the mutual fatisfaétion of two per- 
fons fo dear to his affection ; and affur- 
ed his friend, that one time or ather he 
would fet his con{cience at eafe, and re- 
move the fcruples of his honour, by hav- 
ing recourfe to his affiftance: but, at 
prefent, he could not inake ufe of his 
friendfhip, without giving juft caufe of 
offence to honeft Hatchway, who was 
prior to him in point of {folicitation, 
and had manifefted his attachment with 
farprizing obftinacy and perfeverance. 
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efcaped without any other damage than : 
the lofs of his wooden leg, which was 
fnapped in the middle by the weight of 
his body in falling ; and fuch was his 
impatience, that he would not give him- 
felf the trouble to difengage the frac- 
tured member. Unbuckling the whole. 
equipage in a trice, he left it fticking in 
the crevice, faying a rotten cable was, 
not worth heaving up; and, in this na- 
tural ftate of mutilation, hopped into 
the room with infinite expedition. 
Peregrine taking him cordially by the 
hand, feated him upon one fide of his 
bed; and after having made an apology 
for that referve, of which he had fo juit- 
ly complained, afked, if he could con-. 
veniently accommodate him with the 
loan of twenty guineas. The lieute- 


" nant, without opening his mouth, pull 


CHAP. XVII. 


PEREGRINE RECONCILES HIMSELF 
TO THE LIEUTENANT, AND RE- 
NEWS HIS CONNECTION WITH 
SOCIETY. DIVERS PLANS ARE 
PROJECTED IN HIS BEHALF, AND 
ME HAS OCCASION TO EXHIBIT 
A REMARKABLE PROOF OF SELF- 
DENIAL. s 


“Gis captain, with reluctance, yield - 
ed the preference in this particu- 
lar to Jack, who was immediately in- 
vited to a conference, by a note fub- 
feribed with Pickle’s own hand. He 
was found at the prifon-gate waiting 
for Gauntlet, to know the iffue of his 
negociation. He no fooner received this 
fummons, than he fet all his fails, and 
made the beft of his way to his friend’s 
apartment ; being admitted by the turn- 
key, in confequence of Peregrine’s re- 
queit, communicated by the meflenger 
who carried the billet. Pipes followed 
clofe in the wake of his fhipmate ; and, 
in a few minutes after the note had been 
difpatched, Peregrine and Gauntlet heard 
the found of the ftump afcending the 
wooden ftair-cafe with fuch velocity, 
that they at firft miftook it for the ap-. 
plication cf drum-fticks to the head of 
an empty barrel. This uncommon f{peed, 
however, was attended with a misfor- 
tune; he chanced to overlook a {mall 
defeét in one of the fteps, and his pro 

plunging into a hole, he fell backwards, 
to the imminent danger of his life. 
‘Tom was luckily at his back, and fu- 
Stained him in his arms, {9 as that he 


ed out his purfe; and Pipes, who over. 
heard the demand, applying the whiftle 
to his lips, performed a loud overture 
in token of his joy. Matters being thus 
brought to an accommodation, our hero 
told the captain, that he fhould be glad 
of his company at dinner, with their 
common friend Hatchway, if he would 
in the mean time leave him to the mini- 
ftry of Pipes; and the foldier went away 
for the- prefent, in order to pay a fhort 
vifit to his uncle, who, at that time, 
languifhed'in a declining ftate of health, 
promifing to return at the appointed , 
hour. — 

The lieutenant, having furveyed the 
difmal appearance of his friend, could. 
not help being moved at the fpeétacle, 
and began to upbraid him with his ob- 
ftinate pride, which he fwore was no 
better than felf-murder. But the young 
gentleman interrupted him in the courfe 
of his moralizing, by telling him he 
had reafons for his conduét, which per-- 
haps he fhould impart in due feafon; . 
but at prefent his defign was to alter 
that plan of behaviour, and make him- 
felf fome amends for the mifery he had 
undergone. He.accordingly tent Pipes 
to redeem his cloaths from the pawn-, 
broker’s wardrobe, and befpeak fome- 
thing comfortable for dinner. When 
Godfrey came back, he was very agree- 
ably furprized to fee fuch a favourable 
alteration in his externals; for, by the 
affiftance of his valet, he had purified 
himfelf from the dregs of his diftrefs, 
and now.appeared in a decent fuit, with 
clean linen, while his face was difen- 
cumbered cf the hair that overfhadowed. 


It, 
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it, and his apartment prepared for the 
“reception of company. . 

They enjoyed their meal with great 
fatisfa€tion, entertaining one another 
with a recapitulation of their former 
adventures at the garrifon. In the af- 
térnoon, Gauntlet taking his leave, in 
order to write a letter to his fifter, at the 
defire of his uncle, who finding his end 
approaching, wanted to fee her without 
lofs of time, Peregrine made his ap- 
pearance on the bare, and ‘was com- 
pliménted oni his coming abroad again, 
not only by his old mefs-mates, who 
had not feen him for many weeks, but 
by a number of thofe objets whom his 
liberality had fed before his funds were 
exhauited. Hatchway was, by his in- 
tere@ with the warden, put in pofleffion 
of his former quarters, and Pipes dif- 
patched to make enquiry about Crab- 
tree at his former lodging, where he 
learned that the mifanthrope, after a 
very fevere fit of illnefs, was removed 
10 Kenfington Gravel pits, for the con- 
venience of breathing a purer air than 
that of London. . 

In confequence of this information, 
Peregrine, who knew the narrownefs of 
the old gentleman’s fortune, next day 
defired his friend Gauntlet to take the 
trouble of vifiting him in his name, 
withra letter, in which he expreffed great 
concern .for his indifpofition, gave him 
notice of the fortunate intelligence he 
had received from the Downs, and con- 
jured him to make ufe of his purie, if 
he was in the leaft hampered in his cir- 
cumftances. The captain took coach 
immediately, and fet out for the place, 
according to’ the direction which Pipes 
had procured. 

Cadwallader having feen him at Bath, 
knew him again at firft fight; and, 
though reduced to a fkeleton, ‘believed 
himéelf in fuch a fair way of doing well, 
that he would have accompanied him to 
the Fleet immediately, had not he been 
réfirained by his nuric, who was, by 
his phyfician, invefted with full autho- 
rity to difpute and oppofe his will in 
every thing that fhe fhould think pre- 
judicial to his health; for he was con- 
fidered, by thofe who had the care of 
him, as an old humourift, not a little 
diftempered in his brain. He erquired 
particularly about the failors, who (he 
{aid) had deterred him from carrying 
on-his ufual correfpondence with Pickle, 
and’ been the immediate caule of his 
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indifpofition, by terrifying him into a 
fever. Underftanding that the breach 
between Pickle and Hatchway was hap- 
pily cemented, and that he was no long. 
er in any danger from the lieutenant’s 
réfentment, he promifed to be at the 
Fleet with the firft convenient opportu- 
nity; and, in the mean time, wrote an 
anfwer to Peregrine’s letter, importing 
that he was obliged to him for his offer, 
but had not the leaft occafion for his af- 
filtance. 

In a few days our adventurer reco- 
vered his vigour, complexion, and viva- 
city; he mingled again in the diverfions 
and parties of the place; and he receiv- 
ed, ina little time, the money he had 
lent upon bottomry, which, together 
with the intereft, amounted to upwards 
of eleven hundred pounds. The pof- 
feffion of this fum, while it buoyed up 
his {pirits, mvolved him in perplexity. 
Sometinies he thought it was incumbent 
upon him, as a man of honour, to em- 

foy the greatelt part of it in diminith- 
ing the debt for which he fuffered ; on 
the other hand, he confidered that: obli- 
gation effaced, by the treacherous beha- 
viour of his creditor, who had injured 
him to ten times the value of the fum : 
and in thefe fentiments, entertained 
thoughts of attempting his efcape from 
prifon, with a view of conveying him- 
felf, with the fhipwreck of his fortune, 
to another country, in which he might 
ufe it to better advantage. 

Both fuggeftions were attended with 
fuch doubts and dificulties, that he 
hefitated between them, and for the pre- 
fent laid out a thoufand pounds in ftock, 
ithe intereft of which, together with the 
fruits of his own induttry, he hoped, 
would fupport him above want in his 
confinement, until fomething fhould oc- 
cur that would point out the expediency 
of fome other determination. Gauntlet 
Rill infifted upon having the honour of 
obtaining his liberty, at the expence of 
taking up his notes to Gleanum, and 
exhorted him to purchafe a commiffion 
with part of the money which he had 
retrieved. The lieutenant afirmed, that 
it was his privilege to procure the re- 
leafe of his coufin Pickle, becaufe he 
enjoyed a very handfome fum by his 
aunt, which of right belonged to the 
young gentleman, to whom he was 
moreover indebted for the ufe of his 
furniture, and for the very houfe that 
ftcod over his head; ani that, — 
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‘that thé was inf fome méafure informed 


he had already made @ will in his fa- 
vour, he fliovld néver be fatisfied, hor 
eafy in his mind, fo long as he temained 
deprived of his liberty, and wantéd dny 
of the conveniéncés of life. | 

Cadwallader, wlio by this time affitt- 
ed at their counci!s, and was beft ac- 
quainted with the peculiarity and un- 
bending difpofition of the youth, pro- 
pofed, that fecing he was fo averfe' to 
obligations, Mr: Hatchway fhould pur- 
chafe of him the garrifon with’ it’s ap- 
pendages, which, at a moderate price, 
would fell for more money than would 
be fufficient to ditcharge his debts; that, 
ifthe fervile {ubordination of the army 
did fot fuit his inclinations, he might 
with his reverfion buy a comfortable 
annuity, and retire with him to the coun- 
try, where he might live abfolutely in- 
dependent, and entertain himfelf, as 
uftial, with thé ridiculous characters of 
mankind. 

This plan was to Pickle’ lefs ‘difa- 
greeable than any other projet which 
had as yet been fuggefted ; and the lieu- 
tenant declared himfelf ready to execute 
his purt of it without délay; but the 
foldier was mortified at the thoughts of 
feeing his affiftance unneceflary, and 
eagerly objeéted to the retirement, as a 
fcheme that would blaft the faireft pro- 
mifes of fame and fortune, and bury 
his youth and talents in folitude and 
obfeurity. ‘This earneft oppofition on 
the part of Gauntlet, hindered our ad- 
venturer from forming any immediate 
refolutions which was alfo retarded by 
his ‘unwilliignefs to part with the gar- 
rifon upon any terms, becaufe he looked 
upon it as a part of his inheritance, 
which he could not difpole of without 
committing an infult upon the memor 
of the decéafed commodore. 


CH AP. XVIII. 


HEIS ENGAGED INA VERY EXTRA- 
ORDINARY CORRESPONDENCE, 
WHICH IS INTERRUPTED BY A 
VERY UNEXPECTED EVENT. 

Y HILE ‘this affair was in agita- 

¥ sion, the captain told him, in 
the courfe of converfation, that’ En:ilia 
was arrived in town, and had entuired 
about Mr. Pickle with fuch an eager- 
nefs of concern, as feemed to preclaitn 
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of his misfortune: hé therefore defir- 
ed to know if he might be allowed to 
make hé¥ acquainted with His'fituation, 
provided hé fhould be agdin importuned 
by her on that fubjeét, which he had dt 
firft induftrioufly waved. 

This proof, or rather préfamption, of 
her fymipathizing regard, did not fail fo 
operate powerfully upon the bofoni of 
Peregrine, which was iminediately filled 
with thofe tumults which love; ill fifted, 
frequently excites. He obferved, that 
his difpracé wag fiich ad could: not be 
effeftually concealed; thereforé he fuw 
no reafon for depriving himfelf of Emi- 
lia’s' compaffion, fince he was for eévér. 
excluded from her affection ; arid defired 
Godfrey to prefent to his fifter the lowly 
refpeéts of 4 defpairing lover. * 

But, notwithftanding his declaration 
of defpondence on this’ head, his ima- 
gination involuntarily teeméd with more 
agreeable tdeas: thé propofal of Crab- 


tree had taken roof in his' refleCtion, and’ 


he could not help forming plans of pa 
ftoral felicity, ini the arms of thé lotely 
Emilia, remote from thofe pomnipow's 
feenés which he now detefted- and dé- 
fpifed. He amufed his fancy’ with’ the 
profpeét of being able to fupport-hér ity 
a {tate of iidépendency, by means of 
the flender annuity which it was itr his 
power to purchafe, together with the 


fruits of thefe endeavours which would 


profitabiy employ his vacant hovirs$ and 
furefaw provifion for his growing: fami- 
ly in the friendhhip of thé lieutenant, 
who had already. conftityted him his 
heir. He even parcelled out his hours 
among the neceflary cares af the world, 


the pleatures of domeftick blifs, and the 


enjoyments of acountry life; and fpent 
the night in ideal parties with hischarm- 
ing bride, fometimes walking by the 
fedgy bank of fame tran{parent fiream, 


fometimes pruning the luxuriant vine, 


and fometimes fitting. in focial converfe 
with’ her in a.thady grove ef. his own 
planting. 


Py t me | 
Thefe, however, were no more than 


the fhadowy phanioie of imagination, 


which he well knew would never be 
realized: riot that he believed fuch hap- 
pinefs uilattainable by a perfon in his 
circumftances; but becaufe he would 
not fteop to propof a icheme, which 
mieht, m dry thape, fem to interfere 
with the intéreft of Emilia, or fubjee& 

3H hims 
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himfelf to @ repulfe from that young 
lady, who had rejeéted his addreffes in 
the zenith of his fortune. 

While he diverted himfelf with thefe 
agreeable reveries, an unexpected event 
intervened, in which fhe and her bro- 
ther were deeply interefted. ‘The uncle 
was tapped for the dropfy, and died in 
a few days after the operation ; having 
bequeathed, in his will, five thoufand 
pounds to his nephew, and twice that 
fum to his niece, who had always en- 
joyed the greateft thare of his favour. 

If our adventurer, before this occur- 
rence, looked upon his love for Emilia 
as a paflion which it was neceffary, at 
any rate, to conquer or fupprefs; he 
now confidered her acceffion of fortune 


as a cireumftance which confirmed that | 


neceflity, and refolved to difcourage 
every thought.on that fubjeé&t, which 
fhould tend to the propagation of hope. 
One day, in the midft of a converfa- 
tion calculated for the purpofe, God- 
frey put into his hand a letter directed 
to Mr. Pickle, in the hand-writing of 
E:milia; which the youth no fooner re- 
cognized, than his cheeks were covered 
with a crimfon dye, and he began to 
tremble with violent agitation: for he 
at once gueffed the import of the billet, 
which he kiffed with great reverence and 
devotion, and was not at all furprized 
when he read the following words. 


r 


© SIR, 


¢ ¥ Have performed a fufficient facri- 

‘ fice to my reputation, in retain- 
* ing hitherto the appearance of that re- 
« fentment which I had long ago dif- 
* miffed; and as the late favourable 
¢ change in my fituation impowers me 
¢ to avow my genuine fentiments, with- 
© out fear of cenfure, or fulpicion of 
* mercenary defign, I take this oppor- 
‘ tunity to affure you, that if I ftill 


€ maintain that place in your heart, 


¢ which J was vatn enough to think I 
* once poffeffed, I am willing to make 
¢ the firft advances to an accommoda- 
* tion; and have aétually furnifhed my 
¢ “brother with full powers to conclude 
¢ it in the name of your appeafed 


‘ EMILIA.’ 

Pickle, having kiffed the fubfcription 
“with great ardour, fell upon his knees, 
and lifting up his eyes, ‘ Thank Hea- 


a 
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« ven!” cried he with an air of tranfport, 
§ T have not been miftaken in my opi- 
‘ nion of that generous maid. I be- 
lieved her in{pired with the moft dig- 
nified and heroick fentiments, and 
now fhe gives me a convincing proof 
of her magnanimity: it is now m 
bufinefs to approve mylelf worthy of 
her regard. May Heaven infliét upon 
me the keeneft arrows of it’s ven- 
geance, if I do not, at this inftant, 
contemplate the chara&ter of Emilia 
with the moft perfeét love and adora- 
tion | yet, amiable and inchanting as 
fhe is, Iam, more than ever, deter- 
mined to facrifice the intereft of my 
paflion to my glory, though my life 
fhould fail in the conteft ; and even te 
refufe an offer, which, otherwife,, the 
whole univerfe fhould net bribe me to 
forego.” 

This declaration was not fo unexpect- 
ed as unwelcome to his friend Gaunt- 
let, who reprefented that his glory was 
not at all interefted in the affair; becaufe 
he had already vindicated his generofity, 
in repeated proffers to lay his whole for- 
tune at Emuilia’s feet, when: it was im- 
poflible that any thing felfifh could en- 
ter into the propofal; but that, in re- 
jecting her prefent purpofe, he would give 
the world an opportunity to fay that his 
pride was capricious, his obftinacy in- 
vincible, and his fitter would have un- 
deniable reafon to believe, that either 
his paflion for her was diffembled, or 
the ardour of it confiderably abated. 

In anfwer to thefe remonftrances, 
Pickle obferved, that he had long fet the 
world at defiance; and as to the opi- 
nion of Emilia, he did not doubt that 
fhe would applaud in her heart the 
refolution he had taken, and do juftice 
to the purity of his intention. 

» It was not an eafy tafk to divert our 


a 


-hero from his defigns at any time of 


life ; but fince his confinement his in- 
flexibility was become almof infur- 
mountable. The captain, therefore, af- 
ter having difcharged his confcience, in 
affuring him that his fifter’s happine(s 
was at ftake, that his mother had ap- 
proved of the ftep fhe had taken, and 
that he himfelf fhould be extremely mor- 
tified at his. refulal, forbore to prefs him 
with farther, argument, which ferved 
only to rivet him the more ftrongly in 
his own opinion; and undertook. to 
deliver this anfwer to Emilia’s letter. . 

‘ : * MADAM, 


* MADAM, 4 

HAT I revere the dignity of 

‘ your virtue with the utmoft 
veneration, and love you infnitely 
more than life, I am at all times ready 
to-demonftrate; but the facrifice to 
honour it is now my turn to pay; 
and fuch is the rigour of my deftiny, 
that, in erder to juftify your genero- 
fity, I mult refufe to profit by your 
condefcenfion. Madam, I am doom- 
ed to be for ever wretched, and to 
figh without ceafing for the poffeffion 
of that jewel, which, though now in 
my offer, I dare not enjoy. I fhall 
not pretend toexprefs the anguifh that 
tears my heart, whilft I communicate 
this fatal renunciation; but appeal to 
the delicacy of your own fentiments, 
which can judge of my fufferings, 
and will, doubtlefs, do juftice to the 
$ felf-denial of your forlorn 
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Emilia, who knew the nicety of our 
fiero’s pride, had forefeen the purport of 
this epiltle before it came to her hands ; 
the did not therefore defpair of fuccefs, 
nor defift from the profecution of her plan, 
which was no other than that of fecuring 
her own happinefs, in efpoufing the man 
upon whom fhe had fixed her unalterable 
affection. Confident of his honour, 
and fully fatisfied of the mutual paffion 
with which they were infpired, fhe gra- 
dually decoyed him into a literary corre- 
{pondence, wherein fhe attempted to re- 
fute the arguments on which he ground- 
ed his refufal; and, without doubt, 
the youne gentleman was not a little 

 pleafed with the enjoyment of fuch de- 
lightful commerce, in thecourfeof which 
he had (more than ever) an opportunity 
of admiring the poignancy of her wit, 
and the elegance of her underftanding. 

The contemplation of fuch excellen- 
cy, while it ftrengthened the chains 
with which the held him enflaved, added 
emulation to the other motives that in- 
duced him to maintain the difpute; and 
much fubtlety of reafoning’ was ex- 
pended upon both fides of this very par- 
ticular queftion, without any profpe& 
of conviétion on either part; till at latt 
the began to defpair of making hima 
profelyte to her opinion by dint of argu- 
ment, and refolved for the future to 
apply herfelf chiefly to the irreftible pre- 
poileflions of his love, which were not 
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at all diminifhed or impaired by the 
eflays of her pen. - With this view the. 
propofed a conference, pretending that it 
was impoffible to convey all her reflec- 
tions upon this fubject in a feries of 
fhort letters; and Godfrey undertook 
to bail him for the day: but, confcious 
of her power, he would not truft himfelf 
in her prefence, though his heart throb- 
bed with all the eagernefs of defire to 
fee her fair eyes difrobed of that refent-- 
ment which they had wore fo long, and 
to pale the ravifhing {weets of a fond 
reconciliation. 

Nature could not have held out againit 
fuch powerful attacks, had not the pride 
and caprice of his difpofition been gra- 
tified to the full in the triumph of his’ 
refiftance; he looked upon the conteft 
as altogether original, and perfevered 
with obftinacy, becaufe he thought him- 
felf fure of favourable terms, whenever 
he fhould be difpofed to capitulate. 
Perhaps he might have over-fhot him- 
felf in the courfe of his perfeverance: a 
young lady of Emilia’s fortune and 
attractions could not fail to find -herfelf 
furrounded by temptations which’ few 
women can refift. She might have mif- 
interpreted the meaning of fome para- 
graph, or taken umbrage at an unguard- 
ed expreffion in. one of Peregrine’s let- 
ters: fhe might have been tired out by 
his obftinate peculiarity; or, at the long 
run, conftrued it inte madnefs, flight, 
or indifference; or, rather, than watte 
her prime in fruitlefs endeavours to fub- 
due the pride of an head ftrong humourift, 
fhe'might have liftened to the voice of 
fome admirer, fraught with qualifica- 
tions fuflicient to engage her efteem and 
affection. But all thefe poffibilities were 
providentially prevented by an accident, 
attended with more important confe- 
quences than any we have hitherto re- 
counted. ; 

Early one morning, Pipes was difturb- 
ed by the arrival of a meflenger, who 
had been fent exprefs from the country 
by Mr. Clover, with a packet for the 
lieutenant, and arrived in town over 
night; but as he was obliged to have 
recourfe to the information of Jack's 
correfpondent in the city, touching the 
place of his abode, before he demanded 
entrance at the Fleet, the gate was thut; 
nor would the turnkeys admit him, al- 
though he told them, that he was charged 
with a meflage of the utmoft confe- 
quence; {p that he was fain to tarry ti 
3H day- 
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day-break, when he, at his earneft foli- 
citation, was allowed to enter. 

Hatchway, opening the packet, found 
a letter inclofed for Peregtine, with an 
earneft requet that he fhould forward it 
to the hands of that young gentleman 
with all pofiible difpatch. Jack, who 
could not dive into the meaning of this 
extraordinary injunGtion, began toima- 
gine that Mrs. Ciover -lay at the point 
of death; and wanted to take her laft 
farewel of her brother; -and this conceit 
worked {0 ftrongly upon his imagina- 
tion, that, while he huddled on his 
cloaths,' and made the beft of his way to 
the apartnaent ofaur hero, he could not 
help cerfing, within himfelf, the folly of 
the hufband in feading-fuch difagreeable 
meflages to a:man of Peregrine’s impa- 
tient temper, already. foured-by his own 
uneafy fituation. ) 

This refleion would have induced 
him. to fupprefs the letter, had not he 
been afraid to tamper with the ticklith 
difpofition of his friend, to whom, while 
he. delivered it, * As for my own part,’ 
» faid he,’*:mayhap [ may have as much 
natural »affection as anothers but, 
; when my {poufe parted, I bore my 
misfortune. like a Britih man anda 
Chriftian : for, why? she’s no better 
than a freth-water failor, who knows 
not how. to ftem the current of mif- 
chance.” , 7 
. Pickle being waked. from a pleafant 
dream, inv which, the fair, Emilia was 
prineppally concerned, and hearing this 
{trange preamble, {at up in his bed, and 
unfealed the letter ina ftate of mortifi- 
cation and difgult: but what were the 
emotions of his foul, when he read the 
following intimation! 


A aH nH eH Hh LH 


© DEAR BROTHER, 


T hath pleafed God to take your 

. &° © father fuddenly off by a fit of 
apoplexy; and as he has died inteftate, 
1 give you this notice, that you may, 
with. all: Speed, come down and take 
poftefion of your right in defpite of 
Matter Garh and ‘his mother, who, 
you may be dure, do not fiveafy under 
this unexpected -difpenfation of Pro- 
vidence. I have, by virtue of being 
a juttice of the peace, taken fuch pre- 
cautions as I thaught neceffary for 
your ajvantage; and the funeral fhall 
be :deferred until your pleafure be 
known. Your filter, though feverely 


? 
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affliéted by her father’s fates» fubniits 
to the will of Heaven with laudable 
refighation, and begs you wil! fet out 
for this pldce without delay; in which 
requeft' the is joined by, Sir, your 
affe€tionate brother, and humble fer- 
vant, 


. a naan fA 


‘ CHARLES CLOVER.’ 


*~Peregrine, at firft, looked upon this 
epiftle as 4 mere illufion of the brain, 
and. a continuation of ‘the reverie in 
which he had been engaged. He-read 
it ten times over, without being per- 
faded that he was aftually awake; he 
rubbed his eyes, and fhook his head, 
in order to flake off the drowfy vapours 
that furrounded him ; he hemm’d thrice 
with great vociferation, fiapped his fin- 
gers, tweaked /his nofe, ftarted up from 
his bed, and opening the cafement, took 
a furvey of the well-known objects that 
appeared on each fide of his habitation. 
Every thing feemed congruous and con- 
nected, and he faid, within himfelf, 
‘ Sure this -is the moft diting& dream 
‘ that ever fleep produced.” Then he 
had recourfe again to the paper, which 
he carefully perufed, without finding 
any variation from his firtt notion of 
the contents. 

Hatchway, feeing all his  extrava- 
gances of aétion, accompanied with a 
wild ftare of diftragtion, began to believe 
that his head was at length fairly turn- 
ed, and was really meditating means 
for. fecuring his perfon; when Pickle, 
ina tone of furprize, exclaimed, ‘ Good 
* God! am I or am I not awake?°—~ 
‘ Why look ye, Coufin Pickle,’ re- 
plied the licutenant, ¢ that isa queftion 
‘ which the deep-fea line of my under- 
‘ flanding.is not long enough to found: 
¢ but, howfomever, tho’f I can't trutt 


‘¢ to the obfervation I have taken, it 


* fhall.go hard but I wiil fal wvpon a 
* way to guefs where abouts weare.” So 
faying, he lifted up a pitcher fullof cold 
water, that flood behind the outward 
door, and diicharged. it in the face of 
Peregrine withoutceremony orhefitation. 

This remedy produced the defired 
effect: unpalatable as it was, the young 
gentleman no foonerrecovered lis breath, » 
which was endangered by fucha fudden 
application, than’ ne thanked his friend 
Jack for the feafonable operation he‘had 
performed. Having no longer any juft 
reafon to doubt the reality of what ap- 
peared fo convincingly.to his sentibed 

; ufte 
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fhifted himfelf on the inftant, not with- 
out hurry and trepidation; and putting 
en his morning drefs, fallied forth to 
the Bare, m order to deliberate’ with 
him(felf on the important intelligence he 
had received. 
. Hatchway, not yet fully convinced 
of his fanity, and curious to know the 
purport of the letter, which had affected 
him in fuch an extraordinary manner, 
carefully attended his footfteps in this 
excurfion, in hope of being favoured 
with his confidence in the courfe of 
their perambulation. Our hero no fooner 
appeared at the flreet-door, than he was 
faluted by the meflenger, who having 
potted himielf in the way for that pur- 
pofe, § God blefs your no»le honour, 
« Squire Pickle,’ cried he, ¢ and give 
§ you joy of fucceeding to your father’s 
¢ eltate!’. Thefe words had {carce pro- 
ceeded from his mouth, when the lieu- 
_ tenant, hopping eagerly towards the 
countryman, fqueezed his hand witit 
great affection, and afked if the old 
gentleman had aétually taken his, de- 
parture. ‘ Aye, Matter Hatchway,’ re- 
lied the other, ‘in fuch a woundy 
$ hafte, that he forgot to make a will.’ 
—‘ Body of me!’ exclaimed the fea- 
man, ‘ thefe are the beft tidings I have 
‘ heard fince I firft went to fea. Here, 
* my lad, take my purfe, and {tow thy- 


‘ felf chocque full of the bet liquor in | 


‘ the land.” So faying, he tipped the 
peafant with ten pieces, and immedi- 
ately the whole place echoed with the 
found of Tom’s initrument. Pere- 
grine, repairing to the walk, commu- 
nicated the billet to his honeft friend, 
who at his defire went forthwith to the 
lodgings of Captain Gauntlet, and re- 
turned in Jefs than half an hour with 
that gentleman, who (I need not fay) 
was heartily rejoiced at the occafion. 


CHAP. a 


' PEREGRINE HOLDS A CONSULTA- 
TION WITH HIS FRIENDS, IN 
CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH HE 
BIDS ADIEU TO THE FLEET. 

' HE ARRIVES AT HIS FATHER’S 
HOUSE, AND ASSERTS HIS RIGHT 
OF INHERITANCE. 


N OR did our hero keep the mifan-' 
thrope in ignorance of this happy 
turn of fortune: Pipes was dipatched 
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to the fenior with a meflage, requeting 
his immediate prefence; and he accord~ 
ingly appeared, in obedience to the fum- 
mons, growling with difcontent, for 
having been deprived of feveral hours of 
his natural reft. His mouth was. ime 
mediately {topped with the letter, at 
which he fiiled horrible a ghafily grin; 
and, after a compliment of congratula- 
tion, they entered into’ clofe divany 
about the meafures to be taken in con- 
fequence of this event. 

There was no.100m for much debates 
it was unanimoufly agreed, that Pickle 
fhould fet out with all poffible difpatch 
for the garrifon, to which Gauntlet and 
Hatchway refolved to'attend him. Pipes 
was accordingly ordered to prepare w 
couple of poft-chaifes, while Godfrey. 
went to procure bail for his friend, and 


c®? 


provide them with money for the ex- ' 


pence of the expedition, but not before 
he was defired by Peregrine to-conceal 
this piece of news trom his fifter, that 
our youth might have an opportunity to 
furprize her in a more intereiting man- 
ner, after he fhould have fettied his 
affairs. > ~ 


All thefe previous fteps being taken; 


in lefs than an hour ovr hero teok his: 
leave of the Fleet, after he had left 
twenty guineas with the warden for the 
relief of the poor prifoners, a great nums 
ber of whom convoyed him to the gate, 
pouring forth prayers for his long life 
and profperity ; and he tock the road ta 
the garrifon, in the moét elevated tranf- 


ports of joy, unallayed with the leat 
mixture of grief at the death of a parent 


whofe paternal tendernefs he had never 
known. His breaft was abfolutely a 
ftranger to that boafted Erogy, orinftingt 
of affef&tion, by which the charities are 
fuppofed to fubfitt. 

Of all the journies he had ever made, 
this, fure, was the moft delightful: he 
felt all the extafy that muft naturally be 


produced in a young man of his imagi-- 


nation from fuch a fudden tranfition in 
point of circumitance;, he found him- 
telf delivered from confinement and dif- 
grace, without being obliged to any per- 
fon upon earth for his deliverance; he 
had it new in his power to retort the 
contempt of the werld m a manner 
fuited to his moft fanguine with; he 
was reconciled to his friend, and enabled 
to gratify his love, even upon his own 
terms; and faw himfelf in poffeffion of 
a fortune more ample than his firft in. 

heritance, 
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heritance, witha ftock of experience that 
would fteer him clear of all thofe quick- 
fands, among which he liad been former- 
ly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while 
they halted at an inn for a fhort refreth- 
ment and change of horfes, a poftilion 
running up to Peregrine in the yard, 
fell at his feet, clafped his knees with 
great eagernefs and agitation, and pre- 
tented to him the indjvidual face of his 
old valet de chambre. ‘The youth per- 
ceiving him in fuch an abjeét garb and 
attitude, commanded him to rife and 
tell the caufe of fuch a miferable reverfe 
in his fortune. Upon which Hadgi gave 
him to underftand, that he had been 
ruined by his wife, who having robbed 
him of all his cafh and valuable effects, 
had eloped from his houfe with one of 
bis own cuftomers, who appeared in the 
charaéter of).a French count, but was 
in reality no other than an Italian fidler; 
that, in confequence of this retreat, he 
{the hufband)was difabled from paying a 
conliderable fum which he had fet apart 
for his wine-merchant ;. who being dif- 
appointed in his expectation, took out an 
execution againft his effects; and the reft 
of. his creditors following his example, 
hunted him out of houfe and heme: fo 
that finding his perfon 1n danger at Lon- 


don,yhe had been obliged to efeape into the - 


country, fkulking aboot from one vil- 
lage to another, till being quite deftitute 
of all fupport, he had undertaken his 
prefent office, to fave himfelf from ‘ftarv- 
ing. 

Peregrine liftened with compaffion to 
his. lamentable tale, which too well ac- 
counted for His not appearing in the 
Fleet, with offers of fervice to his matter 
in diftrefs ; a circumttance that Pickle 
had all along imputed to his avarice and 
ingratitude.: He aflured him, that as 
he had been the means of throwing in’ 
his way the temptation to which he fel} 
a facrifice, he would charge himfelf with 
the retrieval of his affairs: in the mean 
time, he made him tafte of his bounty, 
and defired him to continue in-his pre- 
fent employment until he thould return 
from the garrifon, when he would con- 
fider his fituation, and do fomething for 
his immediate relief. 

Hadgi attempted to kifs his fhoe, and 
wept, or affected to weep, with fenfibi- 
lity at this gracious reception; ke even 
made a merit of his unwillingnefs to ex- 
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ercife his new occupation, and earneftly 
begged that he might be allowed to give 
inimediate attendance upon his dear 
mafter, from whom he could not bear 
the thoughts of a fecond parting. His 
intreaties were reinforced by the inter- 
ceffion of hits two friends, in confequence 
of which the Swifs was permitted to fol- 
Jow them at his own leifure, while they 
fet forwards after a flight repaft, and 
reached the place of their deftination be- 
fore ten o'clock at night. 

Peregrine, inftead of alighting at the 
garrifon, rode ftraightway “to his fa- 
ther’s houfe; and no perfon appearing 
to receive him, not even a fervant to 
take care of his chaife, he difmounted 
without affiftance. Being followed by 
his two friends, he advanced into the 
hall, where perceiving a bell-rope, he 
made immediate application to 1 in fuch 
a manner as brought a couple of foot= 
men into his prefence. After having 
reprimanded them, with a ftern look, 
for their neg]-& in point of attendance, 
he commanded them to fhew him inte 
an.apartment; and as they feemed un- 
willing to yield obedience to his orders 
afked it they did not belong to the fa- 
mily. , 

One of them, who took upon himfelf 
the office of fpokefman,-replied with a 
fullen air, that they had been in the fer- 
vice of old Mr. Pickle, and uow that he 
was dead, thought themfelves bound ta 
obey nobody but their lady, and her 
fon Mr. Gamaiiel. This declaration 
had {carce proceeded from his mouth, 
when our hero gave them to underftand, 
that fince they were not difpofed to own 
any other mafter, they muft change their 
quarters immediately. He ordered them 
to decamp without tarther preparation ; 
and as they {till continued reftive, they 
were kicked out of doors by the captain 
and his friend Hatchway. Squire 
Gam, who overheard every thing that 
pafled, and was now more than ever 
inflamed with that rancour which he had 
fucked with his mother’s milk, flew to 
the afiftance of his adherents, with a 
piftol in each hand, bellowing, * Thieves! 
‘ thieves!” with great vociferation, as 
if he had miftaken the bufinels of the 
ftrangers, and aétually believed himfelf 
in danger of being robbed. Under this 
pretence he difcharged a piece at his 
brother, who luckily efcaped the thot, 
clofed with himin a moment, and wretft- 


ing 
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ing the other piftol from his gripe, turn-: 


ed him out into the court-yard, to the 
confolation of his two dependents. 

By this time, Pipes and the two pofts- 
lions had taken poffeffion of the ftables, 
without being oppofed by the coachman 
and his deputy, who quietly fubmitted 
to the authority of their new fovereign : 
but ‘the noife of the piftol had alarmed 
Mrs..Pickle, who running down ftairs 
with the moft frantick appearance, at- 
tended by two maids and the, curate, 
who {till maintained his place of chap- 
Jain and ghoitly director in the family, 
would have: affaulted our hero with her 
nails, had fhe not been reftrained by her 
attendants. Though they prevented her 
from ufing her hands, they could not 
hinder her from exercifing her tongue, 
which fhe wagged againft him with all 
the virulence of malice. She afked, if 
he was come to butcher his brother, to 
infult his father’s corpfe, and triumph 
in her affliftion ; fhe beftowed upon him 
the epithets of f{pendthrift, gaol-bird, 
and unnatural ruffian; fhe begged par- 
don of God for having brought fuch a 
monfter into the world; accufed him of 
having brought his father’s grey hairs 
with forrow to the grave; and aflirmed, 
that were he to touch the body, it would 
bleed at his approach. 

Without pretending to refute the ar- 
ticles of this ridiculous charge, he al- 
lowed her to ring out ber alarm; and 
then calmly replied, that if fhe did not 
quietly retire to her chamber, and be- 
have as became a perfon in her prefent 
fituation, he fhould infitt upon her re- 
moving to another lodging without de- 
lay ; for he was determined to be matter 
in his own family. The lady, who in 
all probabily, expe&ted that he would 
endeavour to appeafe her with all the 
tendernefs of filial fubmiffion, was fo 
much exafperated at his cavalier beha- 
viour, that her conftitution could not 
{upport the tranfports of her {pirits; 
and: fhe was carried off by her women 
in a fit, while the officious clergyman 
was difmiffed after his pupil, with all 
the circumftances of difgrace. 

Our hero having thus made his quar- 
ters good, took poffeffion of the beft 
apartment in the houfe, and fent notice 


of his arrival to Mr. Clover; who, 


with his wife, vitced hin: in lefs than 
an hour, and was not a little furprized 
to find him fo fuddenly fettled in his 
father’s houfe, The meeting of Julia 
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and her brother was extremely pathetick. 
She had always loved him with uncom- 
mon tendernefs, arid looked upon him 
as the ornament of her family; but the 
had heard of his extravagancies with res 
gret, and though fhe confidered the 
{tories that were circulated at his ex- 
pence, as the malicious exaggerations 
of his mother and her darling fon, hee 
apprehenfion had been grievouily alarm- 
ed by an account of his imprifonment 
and diftrefs, which had been acciden- 
tally conveyed to that country by a gen- 
tleman from London, who had been for- 
metly of his acquaintance; fhe could 

not, therefore, without the moft tender 
emotions of joy, fee him, as it were; — 
reftored to his rightful inheritance, and 
re-eftablifhed in that ftation of life whiel 
fhe thought he could fill with dignity 
and importance. , 
After their mutual expreffions of af- 
feGtion, fhe retired to her mother’s 
chamber, with a view to make a fecond 
offer of her {ervice and attendance, which 
had been already ‘reje&ted with fcora 
fince her father’s death ; while Peregrine 
confulted his brother-in-law about the 
affairs of the family, fo far as they had 
fallen within his cognizance and ob{er- 
vation. : 
Mr. Clover told him, that though 
he was never favoured with the confi- 
dence of the defunét, he knew {ome of his 
intimates, who had been tampered with 
by Mrs. Pickle, and even engaged to {e- 
cond the remonftrances by which fie 
had often endeavoured to perfuade her 
hufband to fettle his affairs by a fer- 
mal will; but that he had from time to 
time evaded their smportunities with fur- 
prizing excufes of procrattination, that 
plainly appeared to be the refult of in- 
vention and defign, far above the fup- 
pofed pitch of his, capacity; a circum- 
{tance from which Mr. Clover conclud~ 
ed, that the old gentleman imagined his 
life would not have been fecure, had he 
once taken fuch a ftep as would have 
rendered it unneceflary to the indepen- 
dence of his fecondfon. He moreover 
obferved, that in confequence of this in- 
formation, he no fooner heard of Mr. 
Pickle’s death, which happened at the 
club, than he went directly with a laws 
yer to his houfe, before any cabal or 
con{piracy could be formed againit the 
rightful heir; and, in prefence of wit- 
nefles provided fur the purpofe, fealed 
up all the papers of the deceafed, after - 
; the 
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the widow had, in the firft tranfports of 
her forrow and vexation, fairly owned, 
that her hufband had died intettate. 

Peregrine was extremely well fatisfied 
“on this intelligence, by which all his 
doubts were difpelled 5 and having‘chear- 
fally fupped with his. friends on a cold 
collation which his brother-in law had 
brought in his chariot, they retired to 
reft, in different chambers, after Julia 
had met with another repulfe from her 
capricious mother, whofe overflowing 
rage had now fubfided into the former 
channel of calm inveteracy. 

Next morning the houfe was fupplied 
‘with fome fervants from: the garrifon, 
and preparations were made for the fu- 
neral.of the deceafed. Gam having 
taken lodgings in the: neighbourhood, 
came with a chaife and cart to demand 
his mother, together with his own cloaths, 
and her perfonal effeéts. 

Our hero, though he would not fuf- 
fer him to enter the door, allowed his 
propofal to be communicated to the 


widow, who eagerly embraccd the op-- 


portunity of removing; and was, with 
her own. baggage, and that of her be? 
loved fon, conveyed to the place which 
he had prepared for her reception. Thi- 
ther the was followed by her woman, 
who was defired by Peregrine to affure 
her miftrefs, that, yrtil a- regular pro- 
vifion could be fettled upon her, the 
might command him in point of mo- 
ney, or any other accommodation in his 
power. - ; 


C WAP. Xm. | 


HE PERFORMS THE LAST OFFICES 
TO HIS FATHER, AND RETURNS 
TO LONDON UPON AVERY IN- 
TERESTING DESIGN. 


Or of mourning being provided 
for himfelf, his friends, and adhe- 
rents, and every other previous meafure 
taken fuitable to the occafion, his fa* 
ther was interred in a private man- 
ner in the parifh church ; and his papers 
being examined, in prefence of many 
- perfons ¢f honour and integrity invited 
for that purpofe, no will was found, or 
any other deed, in favour of the fecond 
fon, though it appeared by the marriage 
fettlement, that the widow was intitled 
to a jointure of five hundred pounds a 
year. The reft of his papers confifted 
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of Eaft India bonds, South Sea annut- 
ties, mortgages, notes, and affighiments, 
to the amount of fourfcore thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fixty pounds, exclufive 
of the houfe, plate and furniture, horfes, 
equipage and cattle, with the gartien and 


park adjacent, to a very confderable 


extent. 

This was a fum that even exceed- 
ed his expectation, and could not fail 
to entertain his fancy with the moft 
agreeable ideas. He found himfelf imi 
mediately a man of vaft confequencé 
among his country neighbours, who vi- 
fited him with compliments of congra- 
tulation, and treated him with fuch re- 
fpe&t as would have effectually fpoiled 
any young man of his difpefition, who 
had not the fame advantages of expe- 
rience as he had already purchafed ata 
very extravagant price. ‘Thus fhielded 
with caution, he bere his profperity with 
furprizing temperance ; every body was 
charmed with his affability and modera- 
tion. When he made a circuit round 
the gentlemen of the diftri&, in, order 


‘to repay the courtefy which he owed, 


he was carefled by them with uncom- 
mon dffiduity, and advifed to offer him- 
felf as a candidate for the county ‘at 
the next election, which they fuppofed 
would foon happen, beeaufe the prefent 
member was in a declining ftate of 
health.. Nor did his perfon and addrefs 
e{cape unheeded by the ladies, many. of 
whom did not feruple to {pread their 
attra&tions before him, with a view of 
captivatize fuch a valuable prize: nay, 
fuch an impreffion did this legacy make 
upon a certain peer, who refided in this 
part of the country, that he cultivated 
Pickle’s acquaintance with great eager- 
refs; and, without circumlocution, of- 
fered to him in marriage his only daugh- 
ter, with a very confiderable fortune. 
Our hero expreffed himfelf upon this 
occafion as became a man of hencur, 
fenfibility, and politenefs; and frankly 
gave his lordfhip to underftand, that his 
heart was already engaged. He was 
pleafed with the opportunity of making 
fuch a faerifice to his pafhon for Emi-, 
lia, which, by this time, inflamed his | 
thoughts to fuch a degree of impatience, 
that he refelved to depart for Lendon 
with all poffible fpeed; and for that 
purpofe induftrioufiy employed almof 
evéry hour of his time in regulating his 
domettick affairs. ‘He paid off all his 
father's (eivants, and hired — 
t 
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the recommendation of his fitter, who. 
promifed to fuperintend his houfhold in, 


his abfence: he advanced the firft half- 


yearly payment of his mother’s jointure; , 
and as for his brother Gam, he gave him, 
divers opportunities of acknowledging. 
his faults, fo.as that he might have an-, 
f{wered to his own conf{cience for taking. 
any ftep in his favour; but that young, 
gentleman was not yet fufficiently hum- 

bled by misfortune, and not only forbore. 


to make any overtures of peace, but alfo 


took all occafions to flander the conduét _ 


and revile the perfon of our hero, being 


in this praétice comforted and abetted’ 


by his righteous mamma. 


" Every thing being thus fettled for the. 


prefent, the triumvirate fet out on their 


réturn to town in the fanie manner with 
that in which they had arrived in the 
country, except in this {mall variation, 
that Hatchway’s chaife-companion was 
now -the valet de chambre refitted, in- 
ftead of Pipes, who, with another lac- 
quey, attended them on_horfeback. 
When they had performed two thirds of 


their way to London, they chanced to. 


overtake a country fquire, on his return 
from a vifit to one of his ‘neighbours, 
who had entertained him with fuch hof- 
pitality, that (as the lieutenant obferv- 
ed) he rolled himfelf almoft gunwale 
to every motion of his horfe, which was 
a fine hunter: and when the chaifes 
pafled him at full {peed he fet up the 


fportfman’s holloa, in a voice that found- 


ed like a French horn, clapping f{purs 
to Sorrrel at the fame time, in order 
to keep up with the pace of the ma- 
chine. ‘ 
Peregrine, who was animated with 
an uncommon flow of fpirits, ordered 
his poftilion to proceed more foftly ; 
and entered into converfation with the 
ftranger touching the make and mettle 


of his horfe, upon which he defcanted . 


with fo much learning, that the fquire 
was aftonifhed at his knowledge. When 
they approached his habitation, he in- 
vited the young gentleman and his com- 
pany to halt, and drink a bottle of his 
ale; and was fo preffing in his folicita- 
tion, that they complied with his re- 
queft. He accordingly conduéted them 
through a fpacious avenue, that extend- 
ed as far as the highway, to the gate 
of a large chateau, of a moft noble and 
‘ venerable appearance, which induced 


them to alight and view the apartments, 
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contrary to their firft intention of drink. 
ing a glafs of his October at the door. 
The rooms were every way fuitable 
to the magnificence of the outfide, and 
our hero imagined they had madea tour 
through the whole fweep, when the 
landlord gave him to underftand, that 
they had not yet feen the beft apartment 
of the houfe, and immediately led them 
into a {pacious dining-room, which Pe- 
regrine did not enter without giving 
manifeft figns of uncommon aftonith- 
ment. The pannels ‘all round were 
covered with portraits, at full length, | 
by Vandyke; and not one of them ap- 
peared without a ridiculous tye-periwig, ’ 
in’ the ftyle of thofe that ufually hang 
over the fhops of two-penny barbers. 

The ftrait boots in which the figures 
had been originally painted, and the 
other circumftances of attitude and dra-. 
pery, fo inconfiftent with this monftrous 
furniture of the head, exhibited fuch a 
ludicrous appearance, that Pickle’s won- 
der, in a little time, gave way to his 
mirth, and he was feized with a violent | 
fit of laughter which had well nigh de~_ 
prived him of his breath. * ‘ 

.. The fquire, half pleafed and haif of- 
fended at this expreflion of ridicule, 
‘ I know,’ faid he, ‘ what makes you 
‘laugh fo wofully: you think it 
‘ ftrange to zee my vorefathers booted 
and ipurred, with huge three-tailed ° 
periwigs on their pates. The truth 
of the matter is this; I could-not 
abide to zee the pictures of my vamily 
with a parcel of loofe hair hanging ° 
about their eyes, like zo many colts ; 
and zo Temployed a painter vellow 
from Lundon to clap decent peri- 
wigs upon their fkulls, at the rate of 
vive fhillings a head, and offered him 
three fhillings a-piece to furnifh each — 
with an handfome pair of fhoes and, 
ftockings: but the rafcal, ren " 
mutft have *em done at any price after 
their heads were covered, haggled with _- 
me for vour fhillings a piéture; and 
zo, rather than be impofed upon, [ 
“turned him off, and fhall Jet °em ftand 

as they are, till zome more reafonable 
© brother of the brufh comes round the 
* country.” ; 

Pickle commended his refolution, 
though in his heart he bleffed himfelf 
from fucha barbarous Goth; and, after 
they had difpatched two or three bottles 
of his beer, they pit on their jour- 
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ney, and arrived in town about eleven 
at night. 4 


CHAP. XXI. 


HE ENJOYS AN INTERVIEW WITH 
‘EMILIA, AND MAKES HIMSELF 
AMPLE AMENDS FOR ALL THE 
MORTIFICATIONS OF HIS LIFE. 


{ 
“N ODFREY, who had taken leave 
of his fifter, on pretence of mak- 
ing a fhort excurfion with Peregrine, 
whofe health required the enjoyment of 
frefh air after his long confinement, 
fent a meflage to her that fame night, 
announcing his arrival, and giving her 
notice that he would breakfaft with her 
next morning ; when he and our hero, 
who had dreffed himfelf for the purpofe, 
taking a hackney-coach, repaired to her 
lodging, and were introduced into a 
parlour adjoining to that in which the 
tea-table was fet. Here they had not 
waited many minutes, when they heard 
the found of feet coming down ftairs; 
up6én which our hero’s heart began to 
beat the alarm. He concealed himfelf 
behind the fcreen, by the dire&tion of 
his friend, whofe ears being faluted with 
Sophy’s voice from the next room, he 
flew into it with great ardour, and en- 
joyed upon her lips the fweet tranfports 
of a meeting fo unexpected ; for he had 
left her in her father’s houfe at Wind- 
for. san 
Amidft thefe emotions, he had al- 
moft forgot the fituation of Peregrine ; 
when Emilia, affuming an inchanting 
alr, © Is not this,” faid fhe, * a moft 
“ provoking fcene to a young woman 
like me,“who'am doomed to wear the 
willow by the ftrange caprice of my 
‘lover? Upon my word, brother, you 
have done me infinite prejudice, in 
promoting this jaunt with my obiti- 
nate correfpondent; who, I fuppofe, 
is fo ravifhed with his tranfient glimpfe 
of liberty, that he will never be per- 
fuaded to incur unneceffary confine- 
ment for the future."—-‘ My dear 
* fifter,’ replied the captain, tauntingly, 
* your own pride fet him the example; 
* fo you muft e’en ftand to the confe- 
© quence of his imitation.’—* It is a 
* hard cafe, however,’ anfwered the fair 
offender, * that I fhould fuffer all my 
* life, by one venial trefpafs. Heigh ho! 
‘ who would imagine that a {prightly 
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« girl, fuch as I, with ten thoufand 
* pounds, fhould goa begging? I have 
‘ a good mind to marry the next perfon 
* that afks me the queftion, in order to 
¢ be revenged upon this unyielding hu- 
¢ mourift. Did the dear fellow difcover 
*‘no inclination to fee me in all the 
© term of his releafement? Well, if ever . 
* I can catch the fugitive again, he fhall 
* fing in his cage for life.’ * 

It 1s impoffible to convey to the reader 
a juft idea of Peregrine’s tranfports, 
while he overheard’ this declaration ;_ 
which was no fooner pronounced, than 
unable to refift the impetuofity of his 
paffion, he fprung from his lurking- 
place, exclaiming, ‘ Here I furren- 
‘der!’ and rufhing into her prefence, 
was fo dazzled with her beauty, that his 
{peech failed; he was fixed, like a ftatue, 
to the floor, and all his faculties were, 
abforpt in admiration. Indeed, fhe was 
now in the full bloom of her charms, 
and it was nearly impoffible to look 
upon her without emotion. What then 
mutt have been the extafy of our youth, 
whofe ‘paffion was whetted with all the 
incitements which could ftimulate the 
human heart! The ladies {creamed with 
furprize at his appearance, and Emilia 
underwent fuch agitation as flufhed 
every charm with ‘irrefiftible energy : 
her cheeks glowed with a moft delicate 
fuffufion, and her bofom heaved with 
fuch bewitching undulation, that the 
cambrick could not conceal or contain 
the fnowy hemifpheres that rofe like a 
vifion of paradife to his view. 

While he was almoft fainting with 
unutterable delight, the feemed ready 
to fink under the tumults of tendernefs 
and confufion ; when our hero, perceiv- 
ing her condition, obeyed the impulfe 
of his love, and circled the charmer in 
his arms, without fuffering the leaft 
frown or fymptom of difpleafure. Not 
all the pleafures of his life had amount- 
ed to the ineffable joy of this embrace, 
in which he continued for fome minutes 
totally entranced. He faftened upon 
her pouting lips, with all the eagernefs 
of rapture; and, while his brain feemed 
to whirl round with tranfport, exclaim- 
ed in a delirium of blifs, * Heaven and 
* earth! this is too much to bear.” 

His imagination was accordingly re- 
lieved, and his attention in fome mea- 
fure divided, by the interpofition of So- 
phy, who kindly chid him for his hav- 
ing overlooked ‘his old friends: thus 
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accofted, he quitted his delicious arm-, 
ful, and faluting Mrs. Gauntlet, afked 
pardon for his neglect; obferving, that 
fuch rudenefs was excufable, confider- 
ing the long and’ unhappy exile which 
ie had fuffered from the jewel of his 
foul. Then turning to Emilia, «Iam 
¢ come, Madam,’ faid he, ‘ to claim 
«the performance of your promife, 
which I can producé under your own 
fair hand: you may, therefore, lay 
'afide all fuperfluous ‘ceremony and 
- fhynefs, and crown my happinefs with- 
out farther delay; for, upon my foul! 
my thoughts are wound up to the laft 
pitch of expeétation, and I fhall cer- 
tainly run diftragted if Iam doomed 
to any term of probation.” 
His miftrefs, having by this time re- 
collected herfelf, replied with a moft ex- 
hilarating fmile, ¢ I ought to punifh 
you for your obftinacy with the mor- 
tification of a twelve month’s trial 5 
but’tis dangerous to tamper with an 
admirer of your difpofition, and there- 
fore I think I muft make fure of you 
while it is in my power."—* You are 
willing, then, to take me for betrer 
for worfe, in prefence of Heaven and 
thefe witnefles ?” cried Peregrine kneel - 
ing, and applying her hand to his lips. 
At this interrogation, her features fof- 
tened into an amazing expreffion of con- 
defcending love; and while the darted 
a fide-glance that thrilled to his mar- 
row, and heaved a figh more foft than 
Zephyr’s balmy wing, her anfwer was, 
« Why—aye—and Heaven grant me 
« patience to bear the humours of fuch a 
yoke-fellow."-——* And may the fame 
powers,” replied the youth, ‘ grant 
mé life and opportunity to manifeit the 
immenfity of my love! Meanwhile, I 
have eighty thoufand pounds, which 
fhall be laid immediately in your lap.’ 
So faying, he fealed the contra& upon 
her lips, and explained the myttery of 
his iat words, which had begun to ope- 
rate upon the wonder of the two {ifters. 
Sophy was agreeably furprized with the 
account of his good fortune: nor was 
it, in all probability, unacceptable to 
the lovely Emilia; though, from this 
information, fhe took an opportunity to 
upbraid her admirer with the inflexibi- 
lity of his pride, which (the fcrupled 
not to fay) would have baffled all the 
fuggeftions of his paffion, had not it 
been gratified by this providential event. 
Matters being thus happily matured, 
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the lover begged that immediate re- 
courfe might be had to the church, and 
his happinefs afcertained before night? 
But the bride obje&ted, with great vehe- 
mence, to fuch precipitation, being de- 
firous of her mother’s prefence at the 
ceremony; and fhe was feconded in her 
opinion by her brother’s wife. Pere- 
grine, maddening with defire, affaulted 
er with the moit earneft intreaties, re- 
prefenting, that as her mother’s confent 
was already obtained, there was furely 
no neceffity for a delay, that muft in, 
fallibly make a dangerous impreflion 
upon his brain and conflitution. He 
fell at her feet, in all thé agony of im- 
atiences fwore that his life and intel - 
fe&ts would aétually be in jeopardy by 
her refufal; and when fhe attemptéd to 
argue him out of his demand, began to 
rave with fuch extravagance, that Sophy 

was frightened into convigtion: an 
Godfrey enforcing the remonftrances of 
his friend, the amiablé Emilia was téaz- 

Gaiute Cofiplianee. 
After breakfatt the bridegroom and 
his companion fet out for the Commons 
for a licence, having firft 4gréed upon 
the houfe at which the ceremony fhould 
be performed, in the lodgings of the 
bride: and the permiffion being obtain. 
ed, they found means to engage a cler; 
gyman, who undertook to attend them 
at their own time and place. Then a 
ring was purchafed for’ the .occafion; 
and they went in fearch of the lieutenant, 
with whom they dined at a tavern, and 
not only made him acquainted with the 
fteps they had taken, but defired that 
he would ftand godfather to the bride: 
an employment, which Jack accepted 
with demonttrations of particular fatifs 
faction ; till chancing to look into the 
ftreet, and feeing Cadwallader approach 
the door, in confequence of a meflage - 
they had fent to him by Pipes, he de+ 
clined the office in favour of the fenior ; 
who was accordingly ordained for that 
purpofe, on the fuppofition that fuch.a 
mark of regard might facilitate his con- 
currence with a match, which otherwife 
he would certainly oppofe, as he was a 
profefled enemy to wedlock, and as yet 

ignorant of Peregrine’s intention. 

After having congratulated Pickle 
upon his fucceffion, and fhook his twe 
friends by the hand, the mifanthrope 
afked whofe mare was dead, that he was 
fummoned in fuch‘a plaguy hurry from 
his dinner, which he had been fain to 
312 gobble 
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gobble up like a cannibal. Our hero gave, 


him to underftand, that they had made. 
an appointment to drink tea with two: 
agreeable ladies, and-were unwilling 
that he fhould lofe the opportunity of en-. 
joying an entertainment which he loved 
fo much. Crabtree, fhrivelling up his 
face like an.autumn leaf at this inti- 
mation, curfed his complaifance, and 
fwore they fhould keep their affignation 
without him, for he and letchery had 
fhook hands many years ago. , 
‘ The bridegroom, however, likening 
him unto an old coachman, who ftill 
delights in the {mack of the whip, and 
dropping fome flattering hints of his 
manhood, even at thefe, years, he was 
gradually prevailed upon to accompany 
them to the place of rendezvous; where, 
being uthered into a dining-room, they. 
had not waited three minutes, when they 
were joined bythe parfon, who had ob- 
ferved the hour with great punétuality. , 

This gentleman no fooner entered the 
room, than Cadwallader, in a whifper 
to Gauntlet, -afked if that was not the 
cock-bawd; and. before the captain 
could make any, reply, § What an, un- 
£.confcionable whore-mafter the rogue 
“isl” faid he; ¢ fcarce difcharged from 
“confinement, and _fweetened with a 
“‘ittle freth air, when he wenches with 
« a pimpin canonicals in his pay.” The 
door again opened, and Emilia broke 
mm “upon them with fuch dignity of 
mien, and divinity of afpect, as infpired 
every fpectator, wth, aflonithment and 
admiration. -The lieutenant, who had 
not feen her fince her charms were ripen- 
ed. into fuch perfection, expreffed his 
wonder and approbation in an exclama- 
tion of, ¢ Add’s zooks! what a glorious 
* galley!” and ‘the mifanthrope’s vifage 
was initantly metamorphofed into the 
face of a mountain goat. He lickéd his 
ips inftinGtively, fnuffed the air, and 
{quinted with a moft horrible obliquity 
of vifion. ne t 

The bride and her fifter being feated, 
and Hatchway having renewed his ac- 
quaintance with the former, who re- 
cognized him with particular civility, 
Peregrine withdrew into another apart- 
ment with his friend Crabtree, to whom 
he imparted the defign of this meeting; 
which the latter no fooner underftood, 
than he attempted to retreat, withont 
making any «ther reply than that of, 
« Pthaw! rot your matrimony! can’t 
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¢ you put your neek in the noofe with- 
‘, out my being a witnefs of your folly ?” 

The young gentleman, in order to 
vanquifh this averfion, ftepped to the 
door of the next room, and begged the 
favour of {peaking with Emilia, to 
whom he introduced the tefty old batche- 
lor, as one of his particular friends, who 
defired to have the honour of giving her 
away. The bewitching fmile with which 
fhe received his falute, and granted his 
requeft, at once overcame the difappro- 
bation of the mifanthrope, who with, 
a relaxation in his countenance, which, 
had never been perceived before that 
inftant, thanked her in the moft polite 
terms for finch an agreeable mark of 
diftin&tion. He accordingly led her inta 
the dining-room, where the ceremony 
was performed without delay ; and after 
the hufband had afferted his, prerogative 
on her lips, the whole.company faluted 
her by the name of Mrs. Pickle. 

I fhall leave the fenfible reader to 
judge what paffed at this juncture, with- 
in the bofoms of the new-married cou- 
ple: Peregrine’s heart_was fired with 
inexpreffible ardour and impatience ; 
while the tranfports of the bride were 
mingled with a dafh of difiidence and 
apprehenfion, Gauntlet faw it would 
be too much for both, to bear their pre- 
fent tantalizing fituation till night, with- 
eut fome amufement to divert their 
thoughts; ,and therefore propofed to 
pafs part of the evening at the publick 
entertainments in Marybone Gardens, 
which were at that time frequented by 
the beft company in town. The fcheme 
was relithed by the difcreet Sophy, who 
faw the meaning of the propofal, and 


‘the bride fubmitted to the perfuafion of 


her fitter; fo that, after tea, two coaches 
were called, and Peregrine was forcibly 
feparated from his charmer during the 
conveyance. 

- ‘The new-married couple and their 
company having made fhift to fpend the 
evening, and fupped on_a flight colla- 
tion in one of the boxes, Peregrine’s 
patience was almoft quite exhaufted ; 
and taking Gorlfnae ede" he imparted 
his intention to withdraw in private from 
the fea-wit of his friend Hatchway, who 
would otherwife retard his blifs with 
unfcafonable impediments, which, at 
prefent, he could not poffibly bear. 
Gauntlet, who fympathized with his im- 
patience, undertook to intoxicate the 
y de ’ eutenant 
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‘eutenant with bumpers to the joy of. 


the bride, and in the mean time de- 
fired Sophy to retire with his fifter, un- 
der the aufpices of Cadwallader, who 
promifed fo fquire them home. 

” ‘The ladies were accordingly conduct-. 
ed to the coach; and Jack propofed to 
the captain, that, for the fake of the 
joke, the bridegroom fhould be plied 
with liquor, in fuch a manner as would 
effetually difable him from enjoying 
the fruits of his good fortune for one 
night at leaft. Gauntlet feemed to re- 
lith the fcheme, and they prevailed up- 
on Pickle to accompany them to a cer- 


tain tavern, on pretence of drinking a. 


farewel glafs to a fingle life; there the 
bottle was circulated, till Hatchway’s 
brain began to fuffer innovation. As 
he had fecured our hero’s hat and fword, 
he felt no apprehenfion of an elopement, 
which however was effected; and the 
youth haftened on the wings of love to 
the arms of his inchanting bride. He 
found Crabtree in a parlour, waiting 
for his return, and difpofed to enter- 
tain him with a lecture upon tempe- 
rance 3 to which he paid very little at- 
tention, but ringing for Emilia’s maid, 
defired to know if her miftrefs was 
_abed. Being anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, he fent her up ftairs to announce 
his arrival, undreffed himfelf to a loofe 
gown and flippers, and withing the 
mifanthrope good night, after having 
defired to fee him next day, followed 
in perfon to the delicious fcene, where 
he found her elegantly difhed out, the 
faireft daughter of chaftity and love. 
When he approached, fhe was over- 
whelmed with confufion, and hid her 
lovely face from his tranfporting view. 
Mrs. Gauntlet, feeing his eyes kindled 
at the occafion, kifled her charming 
fitter; who, throwing her fnowy arms 
about her neck, would have detained her 
in the room, had not Peregrine gently 
difengaged her confidante from her em- 
brace, and conduéted her trembling to 
the door; which having bolted and bar- 
ricadoed, he profited by his good for- 
tune, and his felicity was perfect. | 
Next day he rofe about noon, and 
found his three friends’ affembled, when 
he learned that Jack had fallen in his 
own fnare, and been obliged to lie in 
the fame tavern where he fell: a cir- 
_ €umftance of which he was fo much 
athamed, that Peregrine and his wife 
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efcaped many jokes, -which he would 
have certainly cracked, had he not lain 
under the imputation of this difgrace. 
In half an hour after. he came down, 
Mrs. Pickle appeared with Sophy,blufh-. 
ing like Aurora or the goddefs of health, 
and fending forth emanations of beauty, 
unparalleled: fhe was complimented ‘up- 
-on her change of fituation by all pre- 
fent, and by none more warmly than 
by old Crabtree, who declared himfelf 
fo well fatisfied with his friend’s for- 
tune, as to be almoft reconciled to that 
inftitution, againft which he had de- 
claimed during the beft part of his life. 
An exprefs was immediately dif. 
patched to Mrs. Gauntlet, with an ac- 
count of her daughter’s marriage; a 
town houfe was hired, and a handfome 
equipage fet up, in which the new-mare 
ried pair appeared at all publick placesy 


. to the aftonifhment of our adventurer’s 


fair-weather friends, and the admira- 
tion of all the world: for, in point of 
figure, fuch another couple was not to 
be found in the whole united kingdom. 
Envy defpaired, and Detraction was 
ftruck dumb, when our hero’s new ace 
ceffion of fortune was configned to the 
celebration of publick fame: Emilia at- 
tracted the notice of all obfervers, from 
the pert Templar to the fovereign him- 
felf, who was pleafed to beftow enco- 
miums upon the excellence of her beau- 
ty. Many perfons of confequence, who 
had dropped the acquaintance of Pere- 
grine in the beginning of his decline, 
now made open efforts to cultivate his 
friendfhip anew: but he difcouraged all 
thefe advances with the moft mortifying 
difdain; and one day, when the noble- 
man whom he had formerly obliged 
came up to him in the drawing-room, 
with the falutation of, ¢ Your fervant, 
‘ Mr. Pickle! he eyed him with a look 
of ineffable contempt ; faying, ‘I fup- 
‘ pofe your lordthip is miftaken in your 
‘ man! and turned his head another 

“way, in prefence of the whole court. 
When he had made a circuit round 
all the places frequented by the beau- 
monde, to the utter confufion of thofe 
again{ft whom his refentment was kinde 
led, paid off his debts, and fettled his 
money: mattersin town, Hatchway was 
difmiffed to the country, in order to pre- 
pare for the reception of his fair Emilia. 
In a few days after his departure, the 
whole company (Cadwallader himfelf 
included) 
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iticluded) fet out for his father’s houfe, 
and ir their way took up Mrs. Gaunt- 
let the mother, who was fincerely re- 
joiced to fee our hero in the capacity of 
her fon-in-law. From her habitation 


they proceeded homewards at an eafy 


pate, dnd; amidft the acclamations of 
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the whole parifh, éntered their own 
houfeé; where Emilia was received in 
the rhoft tender manner by Mr. Clo- 
ver’s wife, who had provided. every 
thing for’ her eafe and accommodation, 
and next day furrendered unto her the 
maflagement of her own houthold affairs. 
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